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PREFACE. 


Various  caufes,  which  it  would  he  fruitless  to 
detail,  have  delayed  the  publication  of  the  New  An¬ 
nual  Regifter  a  little  beyond  the  time  which  we  had 
originally  fixed  for  its  appearance.  Our  readers,  how¬ 
ever,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  will  not  be  haftily  difpofed 
to  accufe  us  of  unpuu&uality,  when  they  confider  the 
great  importance  of  our  domeftic  tranfa&ions,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  foreign  matter,  during  the  laft  year. 
The  volume  for  1798,  we  can  venture  topromife,  will 
be  much  earlier  in  its  appearance  5  that  volume  will 
contain  information  highly  interefting,  but  which,  for 
reafons  that  muft  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting  perfon, 
it  was  neceflary  and  proper  to  withhold  for  the  prefent. 
It  will  contain  (befides  the  ufual  hiftorical  matter)  a 
copious,  impartial,  and  authentic  narrative  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Ireland,  and  a  view  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
North  America,  and  of  the  difpute  between  the  French 
Republic  and  the  United  States^ 


a  2 


CON- 


V 


f  V 


v  .*  ^ 


v 


f 


> 


I 


r 


/  ,  ' 


~  \  i  c 


I  A  : 


y  ...  •  j  .  < 


4 


•  / 


* 


*\ 


,K  ft 


/ 


CONTENTS. 


fjfHE  Hiflory  of  Knowledge,  Learning ,  and  Tafte.  in  Great  Britain ,  dur - 
^  ing  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  Part  I.  — -  Page  xiii 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


C  H  A  P.  I. 

4  '  /  4  ' 

General  Reflexions  on  the  Prcfent  State  of  European  Politics.  State  of  Par* 
ties  in  Great  Britain.  The  Genlral  E1  eel  ion.  The  Miniflry  triumphant, •„ 
The  Meeting  of  Pa  Lament.  His  MajeflyL  Speech.  Debate  on  the  Ad- 
dr  efs  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Extraordinary  Protefl  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam . 
Debate  on  the  Addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Apprehenfions  of  a  French 
Invaflon.  Meafures  pro po fed  by  the.  Minifler  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country . 
Debate  on  thefe  Propofols  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Debates  on  the  Sup¬ 
plementary  Militia  Bill.  In  the  Commons.  Bill  for  amending  the  Supple¬ 
mentary  Militia  Adi.  Debates  in  the  Commons  on  the  Cavalry  'and  Game - 
keepers 9  Bill.  Further  Debates  on  the  Bill  for  embodying  Gamekeepers . 
The  Meafure  abandoned.  Debates  on  the  Army  and  Navy  Augmentation 
Bill  in  the  Commons.  Progrefs  of  thofe  Bills  through  the  Houfe  of  -  Lords, 
ifle.  Bill  for  allowing  Catholics  to  ferve  rejected  by  the  Lords.  Scotch 
Militia  Bill *  — - — — —  '  »— - -  — - *—  i  3 

CHAP.  II. 

The  Financial  Proceedings  of  the  Scjjion.  Army  and  Navy  Fflimates.  De¬ 
bates  upon  thefe  Subjects.  Sums  voted.  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army . 

•  *hhe  jirji  Budget.  Supplies ,  and  JFays  and  Means.  Loyalty  Loan. 
The  Sums  for  which  Intcrcft  was  to  be  provided.  New  Taxes.  Money 
Jent  to  the  Emperor.  Debates  upon  that  Subjedr.  Declared  to  be  unconfli- 
tutioml  when  ferit  without  the-  C.onfent  of  Parliament.  The  Members  for 

3  ,  tki 


CONTENTS. 


the  City  of  Condon  inf  rutted  by  their  Confiituents  to  oppose  the  Minijlcr  up* 
on  this  Subjett.  A  Note  of  Cenfure  propofed  and  negatived.  Account  of 
the  fecond Budget.  Supplies ,  and  Ways  and  Means ,  according  to  the  two 
Budgets,  for  the  Tear  1797.  'Terms  of  the  fecond  Loan  of  Eighteen  Mil¬ 
lions.  Summary  of  the  New  Taxes •  Debater  upon  the  fecond  Budget . 
Sulftitutes  for fome  propofed  Taxes.  Sums  propofed  to  be  font  to  Ireland  and 
to  the  Emperor.  Debates  upon  that  Subjett.  The  Houfe  informed  that  no 
further  Sums  were  to  be  fent  to  the  Emperor  on  account  of  the  Preliminaries 
of  Peace ,  tdc.  Loan  Bill  read  a  fecond  Time  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
Portion  given  with  the  Princefs  Royal.  Relief  propofed  to  the  Subfcribers 
to  the  Loyalty  Loan.  Navy  and  Exchequer  Bills.  India  Budget, 


CHAP.  III. 

Review  of  the  Negotiation  at  Paris  in  1796.  His  Majefy’s  Declaration  on 
that  Subjett.  Debates  in  Parliament  on  the  Negotiation  —  In  the  Houfe  of 
Lords— In  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Endeavours  of  the  Oppoftion  Party  to 
remove  the  Obfxachs  to  Peace.  Motion  to  that  Ejfett  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
Further  Difcujfton  on  the  Subjett  of  Peace  in  the  fame  Houfe.  Motion  for 
Peace  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  .  —  66 

CHAP.  IV. 

Alarming  Mutiny  at  Portfmouth.  Delegates  chofen  by  the  Fleet.  The  Sailors 
refufe  to  weigh  Anchor.  Lord  Howe  arrives  with  the  Att  for  an  Increafe 
of  Pay -  The  Sailors  return  to  their  Duty.  A  Mutiny  at  the  Nore.  The 
Flag  of  the  Sandwich ftruck.  Delegates  chofen.  Deputation  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  proceed  to  Sheernefs.  Part  of  Admiral  Duncan's  Fleet  join  the  Mutiny. 

Proclamation  of  Pardon.  The  Earl  of  Northefk  arrives  in  London  with  Pro¬ 
pofols  from  the  Sailors.  Preparations  made  to  attack  the  Mutineers.  Seve¬ 
ral  of  the  mutinous  Ships  return  to  their  Duty.  The  Delegates  feized. 
Court  Martial  held  upon  Parker  and  other  Mutineers.  Parkers  Trial , 

*  Convittion,  and  Execution.  Mutiny  on  board  the  Pompcc  off  Bref.  Par - 

*  liamentary  Proceedings  upon  the  Mutiny — in  the  Houfe  of  Lords — in  the 

Commons.  Bill pajfed  for  the  Augmentation  of  the  Seamens  Wages.  Bill 
fajjed  to  prevent  Excitations  to  Mutiny  and  Sedition.  Bill  for  preventing 
an  Iutercourfe  with  the  Ships  in  Mutiny ,  .  -  -  io2 

C  H  A  P.  V. 

Ct  '■ itical  Situation  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Extraordinary  Demand  for 
Specie.  Order  of  Council  prohibiting  the  IJfue  of  any  mere  Specie  from  the 
Bank .  Suppcfed  Laufcs  of  the  Run  on  the  Bank,  and  of  its  Incapacity  for 
anfwering  the  Demands.  Mejfage  from  his  Majefty  to  both  Houfes.  of  Par¬ 
liament,  relative  to  the  Order  of  Council.  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 

*  *n  that  Communication .  Debates  in  the  fame  Houfe  on  his  Majejly's  Mcf- 

/*&*• 


CONTENTS, 


/age.  Committee,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Affairs  of  the  Bank.  Com¬ 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  Neceffity  for  the  Order  of  Council.  Report  of  the 
Committee .  Dehates  on  the  Subject.  Refolutions  propofed  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  negatived.  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  his  Majeftys 
Mcjfage .  Committee  appointed  by  the  Commons  for  an  Inquiry  into  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Bank.  Motion  by  Mr.  Fox  to  inquire  into  the  Caufes  of  the 
Order  of  Council  negatived.  Bill  to  enable  the  Bank  to  iffue  fmall  Notes . 
Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  on  the  Bank.  Committee  revived.  Small- 
Note  Bill ,  for  accommodating  Traders  and  Manufacturers .  Motion  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Bank.  Bank  Indemnity  Bill.  Reflections 
§n  the  prefent  State  ofl  the  Bank)  * * —  — — 124 


CHAP.  VI. 


State  o  f  Ireland  with  refpeCl  to  France.  Olfervations  on  the  abortive  Attempt 
of  General  Hoche .  Becomes  the  SubjeCl  of  Debate  in  the  Britijh  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Debate  in  the  Hou  fe  o  f  Commons  on  Mr.  Wh' thread' s  Motion  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Invafon  of  Ireland.  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  fame 
SubjeCl.  Earl  of  Moira’s  Motion  on  the  State  of  Ireland — negatived. 
Mr.  Fox's  Motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  fame  SubjeCl — alfo 
negatived)  — -  — . . —  - 


*79 


CHAP.  VII. 


Popular  Meetings  for  the  Purpofe  of  petitioning  for  the  Difmifion  of  Mi¬ 
ll  flers.  Motion  to  that  EjjeCl  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords — in  the  Lloufe  of 
Commons.  The  Duke  of  Bedford's  Motion  on  the  State  of  the  Nation.  Mr. 
G/ey's  Motion  on  a  F arilamentary  Reform ,  - - -  206 


CHAP.  VIII. 

The  War.  Fr  ench  land  a  Body  of  Troops  on  the  Coaf  of  Pembroke/hire. 
Surrender  as  Prifoners  without  Rfflflance.  Conjectures  as  to  the  Objedl  cf 
this  Expedition.  I  he  Spanijk  Elect  defeated  by  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis, 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  four  Skips  of  the  Line  captured.  The  Dutch  Ffeet 
completely  defeated  off  Camperdozon ,  by  Admiral  Duncan.  Ihe  BritiJJt 
Forces ,  under  Admiral  JSlelfon ?  defeated  at  Teneriffe.  French  Veffels  cap¬ 
tured  and  defti  eyed  by  the.  Squadron  under  Sir  J.  B.  Warren.  Weft  In¬ 
dies.  Trinidad  taken  by  the  Britijh  Forces  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie 
and  Admiral  Harvey.  Unfuccefsful  Attack  at  Porto  Rico.  Propofol  for 
raifing  black  Regiments  in  the  Wef  Ind.es  —  negatived)  — —  244 


C  H  A  P.  IX. 


Campaign  in  Italy.  Vafl  Preparations  of  the  Emperor.  Fir  ft  Movement  of 
the  Aufriau  Ann)!.  Advanced  Guard  of  the  French  defeated .  Buonaparte 


take* 


CONTENTS. 


talcs  the  Field.  Auftdans  defeated  near  Verona.  French  driven  f tom  C«° 
rona.  Battle  of  lit.  Marco ,  where  the  Auftrans  were  completely  routed . 
Advances  of 'General  P  rover  a.  French  Retreat  from  Rouco.  Battle  ofRi- 
voli.  Rear-guard  of  General  P  rover  a  cut  of  by  Auger  eau.  Battle  of  St. 
George  and  La  Fa  vou>dte •  Provera  taken  with  his  whole  Army.  Auftrians 
dfpe  fed  and  defeated  in  different  Parts.  French  enter  Roveredo.  Trent  taken 
hy  the  Frqich.  Surrender  of  Mantua.  Irivafion  of  the  Papal  Territories . 
French  take  Pofefjion  of  Lor etto.  Pope  fl'c’ts  a  Negotiation.  Treaty  with 
the  Pope.  Aujirian  Army  again  recruited.  The  Archduke  Char.cs  ajfumes 
the  Command .  Auftrians  fall  hack  on  the  Approach  of  Majfcna.  Rear¬ 
guard  of  the  Auftrians  taken  hy  Majfena.  Auftrians  defeated  on  the  Banks 
of  the  fagliamenta.  Village  of  Grad  if  a  taken.  Palma-nuova  and  Town 
of  Gradifka  taken.  Goritz  taken  with  all  the  Aujirian  Magazines.  French 
enter  Triefc.  Battle  o  f  Tar-vis.  La  Chinfe  taken  and  all  the  Aujirian  Bag¬ 
gage.  Battle  of  Lavis.  Botzen  and  Brixcn  taken.  Battle  of  Cl agenf or t. 
Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Archduke.  French  driven  from  Botzen 
and  Brixen.  Battle  of  Newmark.  Battle  of  Hunfmark.  Movements  on 
the  Rhine.  Armiftice.  Treaty .  Preliminaries  fgned  between  the  Emperor 
and  France.  Government  of  Venice  overthrown  hy  the  French.  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Genoa  change d»  *—■*”-  — — —  *■— 2  ST 

CHAP.  X. 

France.  Interior  Adminif  ration  of  the  Republic.  Obfervations  on  the  Fac¬ 
tions  in  France.  Plan  for  the  Election  of  a  new  Third  o  f  the  Councils. 
Roy  a  lifts  Coif  piracy .  Oath  impof  d  upon  Electors.  General  Election. 
New  Members  introduced.  New  Dir  eft  or  chofen.  Debate  in  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred  concerning  the  Colonies.  Debates  concerning  the  Finances i 
New  Plan  of  Finance.  Breach  between  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  and 
the  Directory.  Conduit  of.  the  Directory  cenfured.  Private  Correfpondence 
protected  from  Violation  and  InfpePlion.  Buonaparte's  Conduit  with  re- 
fped  to  Venice  cenfured.  Laws  of  Divorce  ordered  to  be  rev  fed.  Report 
on  religious  Wcrjbip.  Reflations  in  favour  of  Emigrants  —  in favour  of 
Pr  lefts.  Power  taken  from  the  Directory  of  putting  D  fields  in  a  State  of 
Siege.  Political  Clubs  inftiluied.  Army  dijcontented  with  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Councils .  Change  of  Minfters.  Attempt  to  remove  Barras  from 
the  Diredory.  Moderate  Mcafures  of  the  Council  of  Ancients .  Factions 
prepare  to  decide  the  Conteft  by  Force.  March  of  Troops  within  the  confti- 
tutional  Limits.  Viol  nt  Diffentions  between  the  Councils  and  Directory  on 
this  Subjeil.  Parties  in  the  D  dory.  The  Council  fur  rounded  by  a  mili¬ 
tary  Force ,  and  the  Reprefcntatives  in  Gppoftion  put  under  Aw  eft.  Flight 
of  Carnot 9  and  Arreft  of  Bartheicmi.  Refolutions  of  the  Councils.  Ba- 
nijhment  of  the  acctifcd  Members.  Refections  'on  this  Subject,  hdedion  of 
two  new  Members  of  the  Dirt  dory.  N gutiation  at  Life.  Treaty  with 
Portugal — annulled.  Brief  Remarks  on  the  political  Situation  of  France 
and  England $  «--- — -»  T""*  - - — -  268 


PRIN* 


CONTENTS, 


PRINCIPAL  OCCURRENCES 


(3) 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 

♦.  |  /I  i  A*..  V  :  ».  •  '  \  r  c-  ■*  

HranfaHlons  in  Parliament  relative  to  the  Stoppage  o  f  Payment  in  Specie  o  f 
the  Bank  o  f  England, ,  -  - *  ('93) 


'opies  of  all  Communications  between  the  Dire  Hors  of  the  Bank  and  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer ,  refpcHing  Advances  to  Government  fince  the  fir  1  of 

November ,  1794*  - - —  - -  * -  (ibid.) 

Report  from  the  -Committee  of  Secrecy,  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  exa¬ 
mine  and  fate  the  total  Amount  of  out  funding  Demands  on  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  likewife  of  the  Funds  for  dif charging  the- fame,  ajid  to  report 
the  Refult  thereof  to  the  FL-ufe 5  together  with  their  Opinion  on  the  Ntcefiily 
of  providing  fo'  the  Confirmation  and  Continuance  of  Me afurcs  taken  in 
purfuancc  of  the  Minute  of  Council  on  the  2.6  th  of  February  dafi ,  (21  7) 

Copy  of  Re/olutions  moved  by  ghc  Duke  of  Bedford,  May  15,  1797?  in  Con - 
fequenc-e  of  the  above  Report — The  previous  Quefiion  was  carried  on  the 

whole  Series,  - - *  - - - *  - -  (231) 

Protefi  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  Co  nfequencc  of  the 
Ref  dot  ion  of  the  Houfe  to  rejcH  the  Motion  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  for  the. 

Difmifiion  of  Minifiers,  - - -  * - - (  2  3  4  ) 

His  Majcfiy1  s  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  Tuefday,  July  20,  1 7  97, 

•  /  -  -  ^  - 1 - —  - -  - -  (237) 

His  Maiefiy^s  Speech  to  both  Houfe'  of  Parliament,  Nov •  2,  17975  <  (238) 

Addrcfs  of  the  Houfe  of  r  eers  to  the  King ,  -  (239) 

The  humble  Addrcfs  ofthe  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  King,  moved  by  Mr.  Mil- 

hr  ah  am  Bootle ,  -  - - - - -  {241) 

Papers  which  pajjkd  in  the  late  Negotiation  for  Peace  at  Lif  e,  between  Lord 
Malmejbury ,  Plenipoteut’arv  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain ,  and  the  Com - 
miff  oners  from  the  French  Dtreftnfy-  Presented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

by  1  Command  of  his  Majefiy,  November  ,  17.97,  - - *  (242) 

Declaration  of  tic  King-op  G  eat  Britain  to  the  People,  refpcHing  the  Rupture 

of  the  late  Negotiation ,  «—■  — -  - - .  0} 

Joint  Add  refs  of  Loti  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  bis  Majfiy  p  refuted  Nov « 

15,179-5  -  - :  — _  —  •  (295) 

Treaty  of  Navigation  find  Commerce  between  his  Britannic  Ma  efi^  and  the 
Era -set  or of  Rufisa,figned at  St.  Peterfiurgh,  Feb.  10-21,  179  ,  (2  6) 

Proceedings  of  a  Meeting  held  in  Palace  Hard,  IKcfmhfier,  April  3,  (303) 

•1 Speech'  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ,  to  both  Houfes  of 

Parliament,  July  3,  - — -  -  (305) 

Proclamation  of  General  Lake,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Northern  Dfirih 

in  Ireland,  -  -  - -  (>c8) 

MeJJctge  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons , 

— - -  — —  - - - - ^  (ibid.) 

Refer  ip  t,  pubUfed  by  Order  of  the  King  of  Pruffa  refpcHing  the  PruJJian. 

! Territories  on  the  left  Bank  ofthe  Rhine,  ? - —  (309) 

Letter  of  Convocation  addrejfed  to  the  Plenipotentiary  Envoys  of  the  Ajfo- 

ciated 


CONTENTS. 

c'ated  States  of  Northern  Germany,  hy  Non  Dohm ,  the  Prujfan  Minifter , 

Imperial  Ukafi ,  or  Edifl,  iffiued  at  Peterjhurgh ,  refpc fling  the  Importation  of 

Fr  ench  and  Dutch  Merchandi fie,  -  - _ . 

Treaty  of  Offcnfive  and  Defenjive  Alliance  between  the  French  Republic  and 

the  King  of  Sardinia,  -  - - .  (ibid.) 

Mefage  from  the  P  ref  dent  of  the  United  States  to  Congref ,  _  (31 6) 

Speech  of  the  P  ref  dent  of  the  United  States  in  opening  the  S'ffion  of  the  Lcgifia- 

ture,  ^ -  - -  ( 3  J  7 ) 

Treaty  of  Definitive  Peace  concluded  between  the  French  Republic  and  the 

Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and Bfihem:a,  - - -  (323) 

Public  Afls  pajjed  in  the  Firf  Sefion  of  the  Eighteenth  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain ,  - •  — — —  — , - _  (327) 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ANECDOTES  AND  CHARACTERS. 


Charafler  of  fames  I.  King  of  Scotland , 
The  Life  of  Pope  Leo  X.  — — 

Memoirs  of  Baron  Born ,  - - 

Memoirs  of  Dr.  Zimmerman , 


-  [3] 

-  [4] 

- —  [12] 

- —  *  -  [17] 

Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Charafler  of  William ,  Earl  cf  Mansfield,  [35] 

Other  Anecdotes  illufrative  of  Lord  Mansfield's  Judicial,  and  of  his  Political 

Charafler ,  [SS] 

Anecdotes  of  the  reigning  Sultan ,  and  of  the  ruling  Cabinet  at  the  Ottoman 
Court ,  r-11  ■  11  '  -  [62] 


MANNERS  OF  NATIONS. 

_  -«>.  ^  "■ 

Particulars  relative  to  the  Religion ,  Economy ,  ClaJJes,  Tribunals ,  Cufioms , 

Arts,  Literature,  and  Science  of  the  Chincfe,  — - -  [66] 

Sketch  op  the  Female  Economy  of  the  Seraglio,  and  of  the  real  Condition  of  the 

Female  Sex  at  Confantinople,  -  —  — —  [83] 

Obfervations  and  Anecdotes ,  illufrative  of  the  prefent  Police ,  Commerce ,  State 

of  Society,  and  Manners  at  Confantinople , - -  [88] 

Public  Amufcments  at  Bade,  -  — -  [96] 

P articular s  concerning  the  prefent  Pope,  the  Roman  Nobility,  and  the  Man¬ 
ners  of  Modern  Rome,  -  -  -  [9  8] 

Charafler  if  ic  Anecdotes  of  the  Modern  Neapolitans,  -  [101] 

Anecdotes  of  the  Modern  Tarentines,  with  the  Humours  of  a  Saint's  Day , 
—  —  —  —  [104] 


CLASSICAL  AND  POLITE  CRITICISM. 

Short  Account  of -the  Modern  Greek  Language,  its  Origin  and  Syjiem,  £  1 08} 
On  the  Latin  Terms  ufed  in  Natural  Hifiory,  hy  the  Rev.  John  Brand,  A.  NT. 

&c.  -  - .  - -  -  [Hi] 

Obferva - 


CONTENT  & 


Ob  formations  on  the  Nature  of  the  Chinefe  Language,  - -  [i  14] 

On  the  Coalition  attempted  by  fome  Britijh  Artifos ,  between  Poetry  and  Paint¬ 
ing  -- -  - *  k  - 

.  .  ...  w  y  -**'•*  •  a"-J  \  ■  -4«  v  '  *  fc-Xw. 

PHILOSOPHICAL  PAPERS. 

Obfervations  on  the  Means  of  confining  Heat ,  directing  its  Operations , 

- _  -  - -  •  - -  [i  24]  • 

Account  of  a  Method  of  making  Soap  of  Wool ,  w  'th  Obfervations  rcfpe Aing 

/  its  Ufe  in  various  Arts.  By  M.  Chaptal ,  -  [  1  3°] 

Interefiing  Account  of  the  Effects  produced  on  the  Human  Body,  by  the  Internal 
Ufe  of  Nitrous  Acid ,  of  the  Benefit  derived from  it  in  the  Cure  ofDif- 

eafes,  by  Mr.  Scott,  of  Bombay,  - -  - - —  [136] 

Letter  deforibing  the  good  Effefls  of  infpiring  Vitriolic  Aether  in  Cafes  of 

Phthijis  Pulmonalis,  - - — - -  [  1 4c] 

Curious  Fall  in  the  Hiflory  of  the  common  Mole ,  by  Arthur  Bruce ,  Efq.  (d)c. 
—  -  —  —  [1423 

•  •  '  ■’  %  \  ••  i,  *  •  4  l/j  J  •’*»?>.  W  > 

f  •  .  x 

ANTIQUITIES.  r 

Remarks  on  the  Opinions  entertained  by  different  Commentators ,  with  refpeft  to 

the  Situation  of  the  Hell  of  Homer,  -  - —  [143] 

Invefii gallon  of  the  Site  of  Troy,  -  ■  - — -  [  ;  47  ^ 

State  of  the  People,  and  of  Civilization  in  Scotland,  at  the  latter  End  of  the 
l\th,  and  at  the  Beginning  of  the  1 5  th  Century ,  - — -  [IS23 

MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS. 

An  Account  of  the  Means  employed  to  obtain  an  overflowing  Well ;  in  a  Letter 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Jofcph  Batiks,  Baronet,  & c.  from  Mr.  Benja¬ 
min  Vulliamy,  - - -  -  - .  [159] 

Economy  of  the  Vineyards  of  the  celebrated  I  okay  Wine ,  - .  [162] 

Account  of  the  Ferment  for  Bread  ufed  at  Debt  etz'n,  - -  C 1  ^  5  3 

The  Effects  of  Beneficence  more  extenfive  than  a  e  forefeen  or  intended,  il~ 
luforated  in  the  Story  of  Dr.  Clement,  — — -  [166] 

POETRY. 


Ode  for  the  New  Tear,  ...  — —  - . .  [ 1 7 1  ]  ' 

Etegy  written  in  a  Church-Vard  in  South  Wales,  - — *  [  1  72] 

Lines  addreffed  to  a  Fountain,  ‘ - -  — £  j  74  J 

Scenery  by  Moonlight,  Mein  a  and  the  Ghofil  of  Hidallan,  -  [  1  76] 

Elinor,  a  Botany-Bay  Eclogue,  — . —  - -  C 1 7^3 

Mary  the  Maid  of  the  Inn,  . . .  [180J 

Lines  found  in  a  Bower  facing  the  South ,  — -  [ 1 843 

Ode 


CONTENTS. 

-  0  ‘  *— < L  •  A-  ^ 


0/fe  to  Mirth f 

y^r  his  Majeff s.Birth-D ay,  — r- -  * 

Satirical  Advice  to  Ifoung  Poets  panting  after  Celebrity^ 
Lodgings  for  Single  Gentlemen ,  —  - 

B  rth  and  Court  of  Zeloiifmusy  — ■  .m—  OT.««  , 

Defcription  of  a  Country  Parfons  Garden,  .  — 

jiddrefs  to  March)  — —  . . 

Apojlrophe  to  an  Old  Tree,  •— . 

Sonnet  to  the  Inf  eel  of  the  Gojfamer,  —  - . * 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE  of  the  Tear  1797, 

\  *  \  , 

FOREIGN  LITERATURE  of  the  Tear  1797, 


£«*s3 

[i89J 

[iqo] 

tI93l 
t  >953 

[196] 

[198] 

[t99] 

[200] 

[SOlJ 

[299] 


✓ 


;tv  dc 

THE 


i 


/ 

THE 

HISTORY 


O  F 

* 

KNOWLEDGE,  LEARNING, 

AND  TASTE, 

IN  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

During  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II. 

PART  I. 


T  H  E  character  of  a  nation,  both  with  refpedt  to  morals 
and  literature,  is  commonly  found  to  vary  with  that  of  its 
rulers.  Morals  and  literature  are  indeed  in  many  reipedts 
clofely  connedted ;  and  fcience  will  not  in  general  flourifh 
without  cultivation.  The  writers  therefore,  in  many  depart¬ 
ments,  of  what  are  termed  the  belles  lettres ,  in  particular,  will 
affume  a  call  and  charadter  from  the  manners  of  the  times  ; 
and,  though  individuals  may  cafually  arife  eminent  in  parti¬ 
cular  branches  of  fcience,  yet,  thofe  which  are  mofr  encou- 
raged  will  in  general  occupy  moil  the  attention  of  mankind. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  a  period  which,  in  character  and 
manners,  afforded  a  remarkable  contrail  to  that  which  it  im¬ 
mediately  fucceeded.  Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how, 
in.fo  fhort  a  lapfe  of  time,  the  genius  and  purfuits  of  a  peo- 
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pie  ITiould  undergo  fo  complete  an  alteration.  That  fe verity 
of  manners,  which  is  a- general  charaderiftic  of  fedaries,  and 
which  is  infeparable  from  a  (late  of  adverfity  and  oppreffion, 
ftill  attached  to  the  prefbyterian  party  after  the  attainment  of 
power,  and  the  independents  and  other  fectaries  who  were 
the  immediate  fupporters  of  Cromwell,  affeded,  if  pofrible, 
lliil  greater  auflerity.  Men  in  office  affumed  a  grave  and 
even  fandifled  appearance  ;  their  favourite  ftudy  (if  they  flu- 
died  at  all)  was  theology  i  and  their  literature  was  the  facred 
writings,  and  the  more  enthufiatlic  defcription  of  commenta¬ 
tors  on  the  Bible.  The  imitative  paffion,  which  is  ftrongly 
predominant  in  the  inferior  clafles  of  fociety,  introduced  a  fo- 
briety  of  demeanour  even  among  the  loweft  of  the  vulgar ; 
and  their  tafte,  as  tar  as  tney  afpired  to  inteiledual  improve¬ 
ment,  was  congenial  to  that  of  their  fuperiors.  The  royalifls 
were  effentially  different  in  almofl  every  refped.  Oppofition 
in  interefls  commonly  produce?  oppofition  in  habits  and  con- 
dud:,  fince  men  will  feldom  adopt  the  manners  of  thofe  by 
whom  they  are  peifecuted.  Charles  too,  arid  mod  of  his 
near  connections,  had  fpent  their  latter  years  in  the  contami¬ 
nated  atmofphere  of  the  French  court;  a  country  where  vice 
and  immorality  ieemed  congenial  to  the  national  character, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  corredly,  perhaps,  to  the  charade  f  of  its 
defpotic  government.- — In  iuch  a  fchobl,  where  every  fpecies 
or  moral  depravity  that  can  eafily  be  imagined  was  taught  and 
jpradifed,  this  worthlefs  monarch  was  round  an  apt  feholar. 
He  is  charaderifed  by  Burnett  as  cc  one  who  had  great  vices, 
but  fcarcely  any  virtue^  to  corred  them  ”  and  the  charader, 
though  fevere,  is  but  too  well  juftified  by  his  condud.  He 
was  deititute  of  every  feeling  of  humanity,  of  every  principle 
of  honour ;  and  was  only  rdlrained  from  the  moft  wicked 
exceffes  of  tyranny  by  his  floth,  his  debauchery,  and  cowar¬ 
dice.  Charles,  it  is  well  known,  was  an  infidel  with  refped  to 
all  religion,  natural  and  revealed  ;  and  fuch  a  profeffion  only 
could  fuit  the  profligate  life  in  wffiich  he  was  engaged.  Few, 
however,  have  the,  courage  to  die  in  the  hopelefs  ftate  in 
which  unbelief  involves  them ;  and,  at  his  latter  moments, 
he  caught  eagerly  at  that  delufive  fupport  which  popery  ex¬ 
tends 
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tends  to  the  despairing  Tinner.  His  example,  however,  ren¬ 
dered  infidelity  and  even  atheifm  popular.  The  bifhop  of 
Salifbury  fays  <c  that,  when  he  faw  young  men  of  quality  who 
had  fomething  more  than ' ordinary  in  them,  he  drew  them 
about  him,  and  fee  himfelf  to  corrupt  them  both  in  religion 
and  morality ;  in  which  he  proved  fo  unhappily  fuccefsful, 
that  he  left  England  much  changed  at  his  death  from  what  he 
found  it  at  his  reiteration.” 

That  contemptible  fabulift,  Hume,  who  lofes  no  oppor^ 
tunity  of  applauding  vice,  profligacy,  and  irreligion,  wherever 
they  occur,  makes  it  a  queftion  whether  the  nation  were- 
much  lofers  in  point  of  morals  in  the  main  by  the -Reftorad- 
on,  though  he. allows  cc  that  licentioufnefs  and  debauchery 
became  prevalent  in  the  nation.  The  pleafures  of  the  table 
were  much  purfued.  Love  was  treated  more  as  an  appetite, 
than  a  paffion.  The  one  fex  began  to  ahate  of  the  national 
charafter  of  chaftity  without  being  able  to  infpire  the  other 
with  lentiment  or  delicacy.”  —  Admire,  Chriftian  reader,  the 
pure  ethics  of  an  unbeliever!  The  deteftabie  and  profligate 
Charles  is  reprefenced  by  the  fame  author  as  one  whofe  con- 
duff:  cc  in  the  duties  of  private  life,  though  not  free  from  ex¬ 
ception,  was  in  the  main  laudable !” 

Under  fuch  a  monarch  fcience  and  found  literature  could 
fcarcely  be  expected  to  flourifh,  and  of  all  departments  theo¬ 
logy  was  mod:  likely  to  be  left  In  a  negledted  ft  ate.  Under 
the  temperate  and  judicious  guidance  of  Clarendon,  however, 
the  fir  ft  years  of  Charles  palled  with  fome  credit  to  himfelf 
and  fome  advantage  to  the  nation.  Clarendon,  with,  fome 
faults,,  which  were  rather  thole  of  temper  than  of  principle, 
was  a  found  ftatefman  and  an  excellent  man.  He  was  zea- 
Joufly  attached  to  the  ancient  form  of  government,  and  the 
conftitutional  liberties  of  his  country,  cc  He  refolved,”  fays 
Burnett,  “  not  to  ftretch  the  prerogative  beyond  what  it  was 
before  the  wars,  and  would  neither  let  afide  the  Petition  of 
Right,  nor  endeavour  to  raife  the  courts. of  the  ftar  chamber 
or  the  high  commiftion  again.”  A  domeftic  incident  related 
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by  the  fame  hiftorian  of  this  great  man,  is  worthy  of  attenti¬ 
on,  fmce  it  is  one  of  thofe  little  accidental  occurrences  which 
often  ferve  to  determine  the  conduct  and  character  of  a  man 
during  the  whole  of  his  life.  It  was  told  by  Clarendon  him- 
felf  to  lady  Ranelagh,  and  by  her  to  the  author  from  whom: 
it  is  extracted,  —  When  he  had  attained  fome  reputation  in 
the  exercife  of  his  profeffion,  he  went  down  to  Wikfhire  to 
vifit  his  ancient  father,  who,  in  one  of  their  rural  excurfions, 
remarked,  cc  that  men  of  his  profeffion  were  too  much  in¬ 
clined  to  (ketch  law  and  prerogative  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjeCt,  to  recommend  and  advance  themfelves.” 
—He  charged  him  therefore,  if  ever  he  arrived  at  eminence 
in  his  profeffion,  never  to  facrifice  the  liberties  of  his  country 
to  the  wall  of  a  prince,  or  to  his  own  interefls.  He  repeated 
this  twice,  and  immediately  fell  down  in  an  apoplectic  fit, 
and  expired  in  a  few  hours. 

The  moderation  of  Clarendon’s  principles  extended  to  mofl 
of  the  departments  of  adminif: ration.  At  a  time  when  the 
parliament,  in  the  fir  ft  paroxyfm  of  loyalty,  was  difpofed  to 
grant  airmail  every  requeft,  this  wife  and  upright  minifler 
afked  only  i,2oc,oool.  per  arm.  for  the  whole  ordinary  ex- 
penfes  of  government  * — a  fum  which,  at  the  prefent  period, 
feems  almofl  incredible  for  its  moderation ;  and,  though  he 
might  have  obtained  two  millions,  as  Burnett  remarks,  the 
chancellor  <c  had  no  mind  to  carry  it  farther,  or  to  truft  him 
(the  king)  too  much.” 

In  thefe  meafures  Clarendon  was  fupported  by  the  virtuous 
Southampton;  and  it  is  impoffiible  to  cite  an  inftance  more 
illuflrative  of  their  love  of  liberty  and  their  country,  than 
their  averfion  to  war,  and  their  deteflation  of  (landing  armies. 
After  the  difbanding  of  Monk’s  army  a  plan  was  in  agitation 
to  raife  a  certain  force  to  be  fo  chofen  and  modelled  that  the 
king  might  depend  upon  it  in  every  emergency. — To  this 
plan  Southampton  ftrongly  objected — He  faid,  “  they  had 
felt  the  effeCls  of  a  military  government,  though  fober  and 
religious,  in  Cromwell’s  army  :  he  believed  vicious  and  dif- 
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folutc  troops  would  be  much  worfe ;  the  king  would  grow 
fond  of  them,  and  they  would  become  iniolent  and  ungo¬ 
vernable.”  He  added,  that  cc  he  would  not  look  on  and  fee 
the  ruin  of  his  country  begun,  and  be  filent ;  a  white  daff 
fhould  not  bribe  him.”  Clarendon  acceded  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of. Southampton,  and  the  fcheme  was  abandoned. 

The  law  as  well  as  the  church  was  chiefly  modelled  on 
the  redoration  by  the  earl  of  Clarendon’s  influence.  Burnett 
allows,  that  “  he  put  the  juftice  of  the  nation  in  very  good 
hands.”  He  feated  on  the  bench  fome  of  thofe  who  had  of¬ 
ficiated  as  judges  under  the  commonwealth,  particularly  the 
edimable  and  learned  Sir  Matthew  Hale.  The  clerical  appoint¬ 
ments  alfo  were  bellowed  with  decency  at  lead:.  Juxton,  as 
the  oldell  prelate,  and  the  friend  of  the  unfortunate  Charles, 
was  advanced  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  though  from  his 
learning  and  talents  he  was  little  entitled  to  fo  eminent  a  fta- 
tion.  Sheldon,  a  man  of  lome  learning,  and  dextrous  in  bu- 
finefs,  was  fird  made  bifhop  of  London,  and,  on  the  death  of 
Juxton,  was  advanced  to  the  primacy.  Morley,  the  friend 
of  the  amiable  and  gallant  Falkland,  was  made  bifhop  of 
Worceller.  Some  advances  were  even  made  to  the  molt 
eminent  of  the  prefbyterian  clergy.  Bifhoprics  were  offered 
to  Calamy,  Baxter,  and  Reynolds.  The  two  former  refufed 
till  the  fcheme  of  comprehenfion  projected  by  Clarendon 
could  be  adopted,  and  an  union  of  parties  effected  by  adjur¬ 
ing  the  difputed  points ;  but  they  were  both,  in  the  mean 
time,  appointed  chaplains  to  the  king ;  and  Reynolds,  who 
was  Id's  fcrupulous,  accepted  of  the  fee  of  Norwich.  The 
fcheme  of  comprehenfion  above  alluded  to  was  much  pro¬ 
moted  by  Southampton,  and  when  Clarendon  gave  way  to 
the  influence  of  the  bifhops  and  the  high  church  parry,  who 
drongly  oppoled  it,  he  was  much  difguited.  The  king,  at 
Clarendon’s  indance,  publifhed  a  declaration  loon  after  the  re¬ 
do  ration,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  mod  judicious  perfons, 
would  have  quieted  mod.  of  the  religious  animalities,  had  it 
fortunately  been  adhered  to ;  and,  foon  after,  a  commiffion 
was  granted  for  a  conference  at  the  Savoy,  to  which  twelve 
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of  each  par ty  were  nominated,  with  nine  affiflantsr,  to  confider 
of  the  union  between  the  church  and  the  prefbvterians.  The 
latter  party  pro  poled  archbifhop  Ufher’s  reduction  as  the 
groundwork  ot  the  conference.  They  then  produced  a  feries 
of  objections  to  the  church  liturgy.  They  defired  that  no 
leffons  fhould  be  taken  out  of  the  apocryphal  books  3  and  that 
the  p fa  1ms  ufed  in  the  daily  prayers  fhould  be  according  to 
the  new  translation.  ,  To  the  office  of  baprifm  they  particu¬ 
larly  excepted  3  and  to  the  pofture  of  kneeling  at  the  lord's 
fupper.  In  conclufion,  they  produced  a  new  form  of  prayer 
drawn  up  by  the  celebrated  Baxter,  who  was  the  principal 
manager  for  die  non- confer  mi  ft  party.  To  Baxter  was  op- 
poled  a  clergyman  of  the  name  of  Gunning,  who  was  after¬ 
wards  fucceffively  made  bifhop  of  Chichefler  and  of  Ely. 
Of  thefe'men  the  bifhop  of  Salisbury  remarks,  that  they 
were  the  molt  unfit  to  heal  matters,  and  the  fitted:  to  widen 
them  that  could  have  been  found  out.”  They  were  both 
men  of  character  and  of  learning,  both  Subtle  metaphyficians, 
and  too  fond  of  Speculation.  Many  days  were  fpent  in  the 
logical  contentions  of  triele  acute  difputants  j  and  the  confer¬ 
ence  at  the  Savoy  was  made  a  matter  of  aniufement  to  the 
town,  and  not  of  edification  to  the  church.  As  therefore  the 
commiffion  was  limited  to  a  certain  number  of  days,  the 
whole  time  elapfed  without  coming  to  a  -fingle  conclufion  ; 
and,  inftead  of  any  good,  much  evil  was  produced  by  the 
afperky  of  language,  and  the  violence  of  the  difputants.  The 
epiiccpai  party,  as  foon  as  the  conference  was  diffoived,  la¬ 
boured  to  render  the’  terms  of  conformity  kill  more  levere. 
The  ad  of  uniformity  was  palled,  and  the  diffidents  were  in 
the  end  ejedied  from  their  benefices. 

Previous  to  the  pairing  of  the  ad  of  uniformity,  however, 
feme  alterations  were  made  in  the  liturgy  by  the  biffiops 
themfelves.  The  prayer  cc  for  all  forts  and  conditions  of 
men,”  and  cc  the  general  thttnkfgiving,”  were  both  added  — 
compofitions  which  have  never  been  excelled,  and  but  Seldom 
equalled.  The  piety,  the  Spirit,  the  happy  adaptation  of  lan¬ 
guage  CGnfpicuous  in  thefe  prayers,  mufc  ever  render  them 
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fubjedls  of  admiration  to  men  of  true  tafte  and  found  princi¬ 
ple.  They  are  both  afcribed  to  bifhop  Sanderfon  ;  though 
there  is  a  tradition  in  St.  John’s  college  which  affigns  the 
former  to  bifhop  Gunning,  the  opponent  of  Baxter  in  the 
conference.  There  is,  however,  a  fimilarity  in  the  ftyle, 
which  feems  to  mark  them  both  as  proceeding  from  the 
fame  pen ;  and,  as  the  thank fgiving  was  avowedly  Sander- 
fon’s,  we  have  a  right  to  conclude  that  he  was  the  author  of 
both.  It  may  leem  an  extraordinary  circum (lance,  that  fo 
necelTary  a  part  of  the  liturgy  ftiould  have  been  omitted  by 
the  preceding  compilers ;  but  they  fuppofed  that  the  pfalms, 
and  hymns,  the  nosology,  the  hallelujah,  &c.  fufficiently  an- 
fwered  the  purpofe  of  thankfgiving.  It  was,  however,  ob- 
ferved,  that  thefe  were  not  fufficiently  particular  and  fpe- 
cific,  and,  on  that  account,  this  laid  form  of  thanfgiving  was 
added. 

Some  alterations  of  lefs  importance  were  alfo  made :  a 
rubric  in  particular  was  added  from  king  Edward’s  liturgy, 
by  the  influence  of  biffiop  Gauden,  explaining  the  reafons 
why  proteftants  kneeled  at  receiving  the  facrament,  which 
gave  infinite  offence  to  the  papifts,  as  it  contained  an  exprefs 
declaration  againft  the  real  prefence.  Another  alteration  was 
lefs  favourably  received.  In  the  prayer  for  the  parliament  a 
new  epithet  was  added  to  the  king’s  tide,  who  was  ftyled 
“  our  moft  religiotis  king,”  which,  when  applied  to  the  infa¬ 
mous  and  profligate  Charles,  not  only  caufed  fcandal  but  ri¬ 
dicule.  The  a£t  of  uniformity  paffed  by  but  a  fmall  majority. 

It  was  executed,  however,  with  peculiar  feverity,  a  circum- 
ftance  which,  in  a  more  liberal  age,  we  may  be  permitted, 
without  fufpicion  of  difaffedlion  to  the  church,  deeply  to  de¬ 
plore,  It  was  generally  believed  that  a  few  conceffions  would 
have  fatisfied  the  jmorc  moderate  among  the  prdbyterians, 
and  indeed  Baxter  was  blamed  by  fome  of  his  own  party  for 
having  offered  a  new  liturgy,  inftead  of  infilling  on  a  few  of 
the  moft  important  points,  which  might  have  proved  the  bafis 
pf  a  happy  union  among  the  proceftant  part  of  the  nation. 
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The  fudden  ejection  from  their  cures  of  a  number  of 
men  eminent  for  their  piety  and  learning,  and  the  hafty 
replacing  of  them  5  the  wealth  which  flowed  in  upon  the 
church  from  negledted  fines  and  other  fources;  and  the  in¬ 
dolence  and  luxury  which  thefe  circumftances,  added  to  the 
contagious  immorality  of  the  court,  brought,  as  Burnett  re¬ 
marks,  feme  degree  of  fcandal  on  the  church ;  but  its  credit 
was  nobly  fupported  by  one  fet  of  divines,  who  adted  upon 
principles  of  the  pureft  morality,  and  whofe  learning  and 
piety  ferved  to  counterbalance  the  refpedt  in  which  feme  of 
the  non-conformifl  minifters  were  held.  Of  Whitchcot,  More, 
Wilkins,  and  Cudworth,  we  have  already  fpoken  in  our  pre¬ 
ceding  volume.  The  intelledlual  fyftem  of  the  latter  was, 
however,  not  publifhed  till  the  prefent  reign,  viz.  in  the  year 
1678.  The  learned  and  excellent  author  perceived  (what 
we  of  this  age  peculiarly  feel)  that  the  menftrous  and  perni¬ 
cious  dodtrine  of  the  fatal  necejfity  of  human  atliens  was  the 
groundwork  of  all  the  atheifm  and  fpeculative  immorality 
which  prevailed.  Fie  perceived  that  by  taking  away  all 
guilt  and  blame,  all  punishments  and  rewards,  it  not  only 
militated  againft  the  precepts  and  principles  of  Chriftianity, 
but  againft  all  religion,  natural  and  revealed,  and  againft  the 
very  being  of  a  God.  He  could  not  but  perceive  that  it  was 
equally  hoftiie  to  all  order  in  the  ftate,  fir.ee,  if  that  dodtrine 
be  true,  all  laws  are  nugatory  if  not  tyrannical ;  and  to  all 
virtue  in  a  people,  becaufe  it  breaks  down  every  barrier  be¬ 
tween  guilt  and  innocence,  between  juftice  and  oppreftion. 

With  thefe  divines  may  be  connedled  the  names  of 
Worthington  and  Lloyd.  The  former,  a  man  of  great  learn¬ 
ing  and  talents,  cc  of  eminent  piety,  and  great  humility,  who 
pradtifed  (as  Burnett  expreffes  it)  a  moft  fublime  way  of 
felf- denial  and  devotion.”  Lloyd  was  educated  under  bifhop 
Wilkins,  and  was  a  moft  profound  critic  in  the  claftical  au¬ 
thors,  and  frill  more  an  adept  in  fcriptural  learmng.  His 
memory  indeed  was  a  complete  concordance ;  he  was  an 
exadt  hiftorian,  and  the  moft  learned  in  chronology  of  all  the 
divines  of  that  period.  Bifhop  Whlkins  was  accuftomed  to 
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fay  of  him,  that  he  had  the  greateft  fhare  of  learning  in 
ready  cafh,  of  any  man  with  whom  he  was  ever  acquainted. 
The  principles  of  thefe  men  were  rational  and  moderate  in 
moft  inilaiices.  They  were  equally  inimical  to  irreligion 
and  enthufiafm.  They  loved  the  church,  and  approved  the 
liturgy ;  but  they  did  not  confider  it  as  unlawful  to  live  and 
preach  under  another  form  of  ecclefiaftical  government. 
They  maintained  a  friendly  intercourfe  and  correfpondence 
withthofe  who  differed  from  them  in  fentiment,  and  admitted 
of  great  freedom  of  opinion  refpedfing  fpeculative  topics,  both 
in  philofophy  and  theology.  From  this  liberality  of  fenti¬ 
ment,  the  more  bigoted  party  in  the  church  branded  them 
with  the  name  of  JLatitudinarians  5  and  fome  of  their  more 
inveterate  enemies  unjuflly  charged  them  with  favouring  the 
do&rines  of  the  Socinian  fed. 

From  the  fame  fchool  proceeded  Stillingfleet,  Tillotfon, 
and  Patrick.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  a  man  of  great  learning, 
but  of  lomewhata  referved  and  haughty  difpofition. — Before 
the  rcftoration  he  had  publifhed  his  <c  Irentcum ,  or  a  W capon 
Salve  for  the  Church’s  Wounds,”  a  quaint  tide,  which  founds 
but  awkwardly  to  a  modern  ear ;  but  the  work  contains  a 
confiderable  fund  of  found  erudition.  “  His  notion  (fays 
Burnett)  was,  that  the  apoftles  had  fettled  the  church  in  a 
conflitution  of  bifhops,  prieils,  and  deacons,  biit  had  made  no 
perpetual  law  about  it,  having  only  taken  it  in,  as  they  did 
many  other  things,  from  the  cuftoms  and  practice  of  the  fy- 
nagogue  ;  from  which  he  inferred,  that  certainly  the  conftitu- 
tion  was  lawful,  knee  authorifed  by  them,  but  not  neceffary, 
fince  they  had  made  no  fettled  law  concerning  it.’\  In  ma-* 
turer  age  he  retraced  much  of  thefe  opinions,  and  declared, 
“  that  there  were  many  things  in  the  Irenicum,  which,  if  he 
were  to  write  again,  he  would  not  lay ;  fome  •/ which  Ihow 
his  youth,  and  want  of  due  confideration  ;  others  which  he 
yielded  too  far,  in  hopes  of  gaining  the  diffenting  parties  to 
the  church  of  England.” 

O  v 

He  had  not  completed  his  twenty- feventh  year,  when,  in 

1662, 


THE  HISTORY 


SOui 

1 662,.  he  pubifhed  his  cc  Grigines  Sacr*e>  or  a  rational  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Grounds  of  natural  and  revealed  Religion a 
work  which  abounds  in  curious  information,  and  from  which 
an  induftrious  man,  who  was  poffehed  of  a  good  ftyle,  might 
extrad  an  admirable  defence  of  revelation  againft  the  ignorant 
and  fh  allow  attacks  of  modern  infidels.  The  learning  and 
induftry  of  Stillingfleet  at  this  early  period  was  fo  confidera- 
ble,  that  bifhop  Sanderfon,  who  had  oniy  known  him  by  his 
wcjrks,  when  introduced  to  him  at  his  primary  vifitation, 
was  aftonifhed  to  find  him  fo  young  a  man,  and  could  hardly 
believe  him  to  be  the  fame.  “  I  expected,”  faid  he,  <c  to  find 
one  as  confiderable  for  his  years  as  for  his  learning,”  After 
the  revolution,  when  every  man  in  the  church,  who  was  emi¬ 
nent  for  his  learning,  and  irreproachable  in  hi?  moral  con- 
dud,  was  preferred,  Stillingfleet  was  made  bifhop  of  Wor- 
cefter.  He  added,  however,  no  new  laurels  to  thofe  he  had 
reaped  in  his  youth,  by  a  metaphyfical  controverfy  into  which 
he  entered  with  Mr.  Locke,  of  which  we  (hall  have  hereafter 
to  treat.  The  literary  labours  of  Patrick  and  Tillotfon  will 
alfo  come  more  properly  under  review  in  one  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  reigns. 

It  was  this  fociety  of  divines  who  firft  reformed  the  Englifh 
flyle  of  preaching. — <c  Before  them  (bifhop  Burnett  informs 
us)  it  was  overrun  with  pedantry.  The  fermon  contained  a 
great  mixture  of  quotations  Lorn  fathers  and  ancient  writers, 
a  long  opening  of  a  text,  with  the  concordance  of  every  word 
In  it,  and  all  the  different  expofitions  with  the  grounds  of 
them,  and  the  entering  into  fome  parts  of  controverfy,  and  all 
concluding  in  fome,  but  very  fhort  pradical  applications, 
according  to  the  fubjedor  the  occafion.  This  (he  adds)  was 
both  long  and  heavy,  when  all  was  pye-balled ,  full  of  many 
fay  logs  of  different  languages.  In  fhort,  the  common  ftyle 
of  fermons  was  either  very  flat  and  low,  or  iwelled  up  with 
rhetoric  to  a  falfe  pitch  of  a  wrong  fublime/’ 

The  witty  and  eccentric  South  will  fcarcely  be  ranked 
among  the  improvers  of  pulpit  eloquence  in  this  country j 
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yet  his  fermons  will  be  read,  and  on  fame  accounts  admired, 
while  Englifh  literature  faaii  hold  its  place  in  die  common¬ 
wealth  of  learning.  If  we  may  credit  Anthony  Wood,  who, 
though  a  dull  man,  was  apparently  honed,  this  extraordinary 
genius  was,  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  more  directed  by 
felf-intereft  than  became  either  a  Chriftian  or  a  fchofar. 
While  the  independents  were  predominant  during  the  ufurpa- 
tion  of  Cromwell,  he  fedulouffy  paid  his  court  to  the  ruling 
party,  and  was  in  favour  with  their  leaders  ;  when  the  prefby- 
terians  rofe  again  into  popularity  and  refpeCt,  South  broke  off 
all  connection  with  his  fornYer  patrons,  and  on  the  redo  ration, 
the  rapid  effufions  of  his  eloquence  were  directed  with  equal 
violence  againd  independents  and  the  prefbytery.  His  un¬ 
governable  temper,  notwithftanding  the  flexibility  of  his  prin¬ 
ciples,  appears  to  have  formed  a  bar  to  his  promotion;  and 
a  prebend  of  Wedminder,  which  he  obtained  through  the 
patronage  of  the  lord  chancellor  Clarendon,  appears  to  have 
been  his  higheft  preferment.  In  his  fa  mens  there  is  more 
/  wit  than  eloquence,  more  imagination  than  learning.  His 
reafoning,  however,  is  often  clofe,  and  his  ilyle  is  bold  and 
fluent.  Like  Swift,  who  appears  to  have  both  admired  and 
imitated  him,  he  always  chuies.  the  mod  appropriate  exprefa 
don,  however  debafed  by  its  commonnefs  or  vulgarity.  He 
poffeffed  excellent  talents,  but  in  the  pulpit  they  appear  to 
have  been  mifplaced.  He  was  probably  of  too  lively  and 
verfatiie  a  difpofitfon  to  engage  in  any  work  of  labour  and  of 
erudition.  The  principal  of  his  literary  productions  are  his 
fermons,  though  towards  the  clofe  of  life  he  engaged  in  a 
controverfy .with  Dr.  Sherlock,  concerning  the  Trinity,  in 
which  it  is  generally  agreed,  by  at  lead  the  orthodox  party, 
that  South  had  the  better  of  the  argument. 

The  amiable  and  accomplifhed  Barrow'  was  of  a  character 
very  different  from  his  contemporary  South.  It  is  fome 
credit  to  the  heads  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  that  he 
obtained  a  feilowihip  and  univerfity  honours,  under  the  repub¬ 
lican  government,  notwithftanding  his  well- known  attach¬ 
ment  to  royalty.  On  the  redoration,  like  mod  men  of  cha¬ 
racter  and  merit,  he  remained  unnpticed,  but  was  at  length 
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made  matter  of  Trinity  College.  His  mind  was  moft  com- 
preheiifive,  his  induttry  indefatigable  ;  and  no  ftronger  proof 
can  be  adduced  of  his  various  powers,  than  the  fa£t  of  his 
having  filled  with  reputation  the  mathematical  chairs  both  at 
Grefham  college  and  Cambridge,  and  alfo  the  Greek  profef- 
forfhip  at  the  latter  place.  Before  the  end  of  his  life  he  re- 
figned  the  mathematical  chair  at  Cambridge  to  the  juflly 
celebrated  Newton,  and  there  is  a  tradition  in  the  univerfity, 
that  he  did  it  on  confcientious  motives  ;  and  that  he  was  no 
fooner  acquainted  with  Newton’s  merits  (who  was  then  a 
very  young  man)  than,  with  a  modefty  which  is  rarely  to  be 
found,  he  pronounced  himfelf  unworthy  any  longer  to  pre- 
iide  in  that  department  of  fcience.  This  excellent  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  man  died  at  the  early  age  of  forty-feven. 

Though  he  excelled  in  fo  many  branches  of  learning,  yet 
theology  and  ethics  were  the  favourite  fciences  with  Barrow. 
Yet,  he  has  left  but  few  entire  treatifes  on  thefe  fubjedls,  unlefs 
we  confider  his  treatife  on  the  pope’s  fupremacy,  an  unan- 
fwerable  work,  as  belonging  to  this  department,  though  it  is 
rather  to  be  clafTed  under  that  of  eccldiaftical  hittory.  His 
fermcns  on  the  articles  of  the  Chriitian  faith  may  however  be 
confidered  as  a  complete  treatife,  or  rather  a  body  of  divinity; 
and  indeed,  according  to  the  remark  of  Le  Clerc,  every  fer- 
rnon  is  a  treatife  or  differtation,  complete  in  all  its  parts, 
rather  than  an  oration.  Charles  II.  who  was  more  defi¬ 
cient  in  principle  than  in  talents,  remarked  of  Barrow,  tc  that 
he  was  an  unfair  preacher,  becaufe  he  exhautted  every  fub- 
je<5i,  and  left  no  room  for  others  to  come  after  him.”  His 
fermcns  were  in  fa£l  not  lefs  remarkable  for  their  length  than 
for  their  excellence.  He  was  once  requefted  by  the  dean  of 
Weftminttef  to  preach  at  the  abbey.  He  divided  his  fer- 
mon  into  two  parts,  and  at  the  entreaty  of  the  dean  confented 
to  preach  only  half  of  it,  but  after  having  proceeded  a  full 
hour,  the  populace,  who  waited  without  to  fee  the  tombs, 
became- impatient,  and  flruck  up  the  full  organ  to  filence 
him.  He  preached  once  for  three  hours  and  a  half  before 
the  lord-mayor  and  aldermen,  and  when  afked  if  he  was  not 
tiled,  he  replied,  <c  I  began  to  be  a  little  weary  with 
Handing.” 
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The  ftyle  of  Barrow  is  clear,  uniform,  and  chafte.  He 
never  rifes  to  what  may  be  termed  the  fublime,  and  his  pro¬ 
ductions  are  not  orations,  but  effays  or  differtations,  as  has 
been  already  remarked.  They  are  a  trealure  of  religious 
and  moral  learning,  nor  are  there  any  productions  in  the 
language,  which  may  be  read  with  more  profit  by  ftudents  in 
theology. 

,  * 

The  pious  and  excellent  bifhop  Fell  is  better  known  as  the 
publifher  of  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  and  fome  other  fhort 
and  pradical  treatifes  by  the  fame  author,  than  by  any  works 
which  bear  his  own  name.  There  are  perhaps  few  pheno¬ 
mena  in  our  literary  annals  more  extraordinary  than  the 
myftery  in  which  the  name  of  the  author  of  thefe  treatifes  is 
involved;  the  ftyle  is  not  that  of  biiliop  Fell,  nor  is  there 
any  good  reafon  to  be  afligned  why  he  fhould  be  ftudious 
of  concealment.  The  moft  probable  conjecture  is,  that 
thefe  works  were  the  production  of  fome  pious  and  modeft  lay¬ 
man,  perhaps  of  fuperior  rank,  who  might  conceive  that  if  he 
were  known  as  the  writer,  his  own  life  and  conduct  might 
be  drawn  into  a  comparifon  with  his  precepts,  or  that  their 
utility  might  be  leffened  by  fome  circumftance  connected 
with  the  author.  Ken,  biiliop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  was  more 
of  a  poet  than  a  divine,  though  moft  of  his  cornpofitions 
were  in  a  religious  (train,  fome  of  which  are  (till  popular. 
This  prelate  attended  affiduouily  the  dying  moments  of 
Charles  II.  but  his  exhortations  had  but  little  effeCt  om  the 
dying  profligate,  who  ordered  the  room  to  be  cleared  of  the 
proteftant  prelates,  and  took  refuge  finally  in  the  delufions  of 
the  church  of  Rome.  i 

<c  It  was  in  the  licentious  reign  of  Charles  II.  (fays  Mrs. 
Macaulay)  that  writings  were  firft  publicly  broached,  which 
called  in  queftion  the  divine  authority  of  Chrift’s  million,  and 
all  thofe  glorious  promifes  of  the  gofpel,  which,  if  firmly 
believed,  muft  in  a  great  meafure  prevail  over  human  vice 
and  infirmity.  It  was  in  this  licentious  age  that  thofe  bane¬ 
ful  fyftems  of  philofophy  were  revived,  which,  by  calling  in 
queftion  the  future  exiftence  of  man,  ftrip  the  deity  of  the 
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attributes  ofjuftice  and  goodnefs ;  deflrov  every  benevolent 
end  in  the  creation,  render  it  the  fplendid  work  of  an  inge¬ 
nious  and  all  powerful  artift,  devoid  of  every  principle  of  true 
wisdom  and  greatnefs ;  let  loofe  the  vicious  .and  inordinate 
affections  of  the  artful  and  the  powerful  to  prey  on  the  weak, 
the  fimple,  and  the  injudicious ;  and  by  adding  the  infup- 
portable  horrors  of  ddpair  to  the  affii&ions  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate,  increafe  the  evils  of  human  exigence  beyond  the  poffi- 
bility  of  human  bearing':  hence  proceed  the  numerous  fili¬ 
cides,  and  all  thole  acts  of  violence  and  defpcration,  which 
help  to  fadden  the  annals  of  Englifh  hiflory Againft  thefe 
infamous  productions,  the  wit  and  acutenefs  of  South,  the 
labour  of  Bramhall,  and  the  unmeafqreable  erudition  and 
unanfwerable  argument  of  Cud  worth  were  directed,  and  not 
in  vain  :  for  not  an  objection  was  left  unanfwered,  not  a 
cavil  unexpofed.  'Unfortunately,  fpeculative  wickednefs  has 
ever  a  powerful  ally  in  the  natural  depravity  of  the  human 
heart,  and  men  will  commonly  attend  to  what  flatters  their 
paffions  in  preference  to  a  fyftem  which  reffrains  them.  If 
there  were  no  wicked  men  there  would  be  no  unbelievers ; 
and,  as  bifhop  Atterbury  fomewhere  remarks  —  It  is  not  a 
freedom  of  thinking  for  which  thefe  men  contend,  but  a 
freedom  of  adting  and  living  as  they  pleafe.  To  the  young, 
and  unlearned  v  for  it  is  only  the  unlearned,  or  the  half  learned, 
that  can  be  a  flailed  by  the  miferable  fophiftry  of  modern  in¬ 
fidels,  we  may  recommend  the  ferious  perufal  of  bifhop  Bur¬ 
ners  account  of  the  life  and  death  of  the  w  itty  and  profligate 
earl  of  Rocheffer,  a  man  of  great  talents,  whom  a  perverted 
education,  vicious  affociates,  and  ungovernable  paffions,  had 
made  an  unbeliever;  but  who  was  no  fooner  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  proofs  of  Chriftianity  than  he  yielded  to 
them  his  entire  conviction,  and  found,  in  thofe  truths  which 
he  had  before  rejected,  the  only  confolation  during  his  ex¬ 
piring  moments.- 

*  . .  d  "r  \  ,  1  . :  * .  ;  **  \  c--  fof-yri 

-  The  truths  of  religion  were  not  only  defended  ably  and 
with  fuccefs  by  the  divines  of  the  eftablifhed  chinch  at  this 
period,  but  by  lorne  of  the  non  conformift  minifters,  who 
were  not  inferior  to  their  brethren  of  the  eftablifhment  either 

in 
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in  erudition  or  ability.  Among  the  firft  of  thefe  we  may 
confider  the  venerable  Richard  Baxter,  whofe  ct  Unreafon- 
ablenefs  of  Infidelity,”  and  <c  Catholic  Theology,”  may  be 
Bill  read  with  infinite  advantage.  Of  this  able  and  laborious 
writer,  the  faying  of  Dr.  Barrow  is,  on  the  whole,  a  juft 
chara&er — -cc  That  his  practical  writings  were  never  mended, 
his  controverfial  feldom  confuted;”  and  the  candid  and  libe¬ 
ral  Burnett  remarks  of  him,  he  ec  was  a  man  of  great  piety  ; 
and  if  he  had  not  meddled  in  too  many  things,  would  have 
been  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  learned  men  of  the  age.  He 
wrote  near  200  books,  of  thefe  three  are  large  folios.  He 
had  a  very  moving  and  pathetical  way  of  writing,  and  was 
his  whole  life  a  man  of  great  zeal  and  much  fimplicity  ;  but 
was  moft  unhappily  fubtle  and  metaphyfical  in  every  thing.” 
Mr.  Baxter  was  one  of  the  moft  unhappy  examples  of  the 
black  ingratitude  of  the  Britilh  Tiberius.  On  the  reitera¬ 
tion,  for  his  zeal  and.  loyalty  he  was  made  chaplain  to  the 
king ;  and  the  difeerning  Clarendon  laboured  hard  to  remove 
his  fcruples,  and  reconcile  him  to  the  church.  After  the 
difgrace  of  that  minifter  his  whole  life  was  a  continued  icene 
of  perfection,  and  he  was  an  inhabitant  fbfceiii  vely  of  moft 
of  the  prifons  in  the .  metropolis.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  tried  for  a.  libel  before  the  exe¬ 
crable  Jefferies,  who  wrefted  tome  paffages  in  his  annotations 
on  the  New  Teftament  from  their  legitimate  meaning  into  a 
cenfure  on  epifcopacy  in  general,  and  a  compliant  and  daf- 
tardly  jury  found  him  guilty.  The: trial  is  upon  record,  in 
which  the,  greatnefs  of  mind  dilplayed  by  the  accufed  forms  a 
fingular  contraft.  to  the  low  and  vulgar  abufe  of  the  illiterate 
Jefferies;  and  he  appears  a  Socrates  before  a  contemptible  tri¬ 
bunal.  He  however  lived  tQ  fee  the  downfall  of  his  perfe- 
cutors,  and  to  partake  of  the  bleffings  of  liberty  .which  were 
the  effects  of  the  glorious  revolution  of  16883  an  2era  now 
equally  abufed  by  the  extravagant  democrats,  and  by  the 
wretched  and  mifguided  tories,  but  which  will  ever  be  held  in 
juft  eftimation  by  every  man  who  poffeffes  the  genuine  fend- 
•jonents  that  become  an  Engliftman.  V-'-.. q 

Qf  the  celebrated  Edmund  Calamy  we  had  occafion  to 
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fpeak  in  our  lad  volume :  his  writings  are  more  controvert 
dal  than  thofe  of  Baxter.  Dr.  William  Bates,  the  friend 
and  coadjutor  of  Mr.  Baxter  in  the  Savoy  conference,  was 
alfo  a  man  of  confiderable  erudition.  <c  He  is  univerfally 
underftood  (fays  the  late  editor  of  the  Biographia  Britannica) 
to  have  been  the  policed  writer  among  the  non-conformids 
of  the  lad  century.”  To  thefe  we  may  add  the  names  of 
Howe,  Jacombe,  and  Wilde,  all  of  them  eminent  as  preach¬ 
ers,  and  ufeful  as  writers.  The  former  of  thefe  divines  is 
charaCterifed  by  Anthony  Wood,  who  is  not  very  favourable 
to  the  prefbyterian  party,  as  cc  a  perfon  of  neat  and  polite  parts, 
and  not  of  that  four  and  unpleafant  converfe,  as  mod  of  his 
perfuafion  were ;  fo  moderate  alfo  and  calm  in  thofe  fmaller 
matters  under  debate  between  the  church  and  his  party,  that 
he  had  not  fo  much  as  once  intereded  himfelf  in  quarrels  of 
this  kind,  but  hath  applied  himfelf  to  more  beneficial  and 
ufeful  difcoveries  on  practical  fubjeCls.” 

Of  the  theological  writings,  of  the  other  feCtaries  but  few 
are  at  prefent  held  in  much  edeem  but  Barclay’s  Apology 
for  the  Quakers  will  be  read  as  long  as  found  learning,  acute 
reafoning,  and  animation  and  correCtnefs  of  ftyle  continue  to 
be  admired.  The  preface,  add  reded  to  Charles  II.  is  a  mo¬ 
del  of  true  eloquence,  and  the  fcriptural  arguments  of  the  * 
author  againd  war  will  never  be  refuted. 

After  this  hady  fketch  of  the  date  of  learning  and  fcience 
in  the  theological  department  during  this  period,  we  find 
ourfelves  reluctantly  obliged  to  break  off  with  fome  abrupt- 
nefs.  In  the  other  fciences'  a  wide  field  lies  dill  before  us, 
and  the  political  occurrences  of  this  eventful  year  are  fo  many, 
and  fo  important,  that  to  extend  this  didertation  further, 
would  either  abridge  the  reader  of  what  is  more  immediately 
intereding,  or  extend  the  volume  to  an  unmanageable  dze*. 

*  Burnett,  —  Macaulay,  —  Hume,  *—  Anthony  Wood,  —  Biographia 
Britannica, —  Biographical  Dictionary,  &c.  &c. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


General  Ref  eft  ions  on  the  Prefent  State  o  f  European  Politics.  State  of  Parties 
in  Great  Britain.  The  General  Election.  The  Minifry  triumphant.  The 
Meeting  of  Parliament.  His  Majefy's  Speech.  Debate  on  the  Addrefs 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Extraordinary  Protef  of  Earl  Fitzzuilliam.  De¬ 
bate  on  the  Addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Apprehevfions  of  a  French 
Invafion.  Meafures  propofed  by  the  Minifter  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country  0 
Debate  on  tljefe  Propofals  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Debates  on  the  Sup¬ 
plementary  Milhia  Bill.  In  the  Commons.  Bill  for  amending  the  Supple¬ 
mentary  Militia  Aft*  Debates  in  the  Commons  on  the  Cavalry  and  Game- 
keepers'  BUI .  Further  Debates  on  the  Bill  for  embodying  Gamekeepers . 

The  Meafure  abandoned.  Debates  on  the  Army  and  Navy  Augmentation 
Bill  in  the  Commons.  Progrefs  of  thofe  Bills  through  the  Houfe  of  Lords ,  &c. 
Bill  for  allowing  Catholics  to  five  r yetted  by  the  Lords *  Scotch  Militia 


THE  year  1797  has  been  diftm- 
guifhed  by  events  the  raoft 
remarkable  perhaps  in  the  annals 
of  modern  Europe.  That  fplendid 
sera,  when  the  whole  civilifed  world 
appeared  to  awake  from  a  date  of 
intelledlual  torpidity,  when  the 
chains  that  fuperilition  had  forged 
and  {lengthened  for  ten  centuries 
before,  were  broken  by  the  llrong 
effort  of  reafon  and  of  truth  ;  even 
that  extraordinary  period  is  dimi- 
niihed  in  its  importance  on  a  com¬ 
panion  with  the  prefent  times.  The 
period  of  the  reformation  was  how¬ 
ever  marked  by  happier  charadte- 
ffiftics,  and  happier  prefages,  than 


the  prefent  revolutionary  period, 
innovation  was  then  produced  by 
principle ;  it  was  fandtioned  by 
piety;  it  was  guarded  by  morals. 
In  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety,  the 
friends  of  liberty,  of  order,  and  of 
religion,  muff  difeover,  with  pain, 
that  policy,  not  principle,  feems 
the  groundwork  of  thofe  changes 
we  have  recently  witnefled.  The 
french  revolution  unqueflionabjy 
originated  in  the  fpirit  of  liberty; 
but  that  facred  name  was  too  foon 
difgraced  by  the  violence  and  mif- 
condudt  of  fadtion.  By  the  un¬ 
fortunate  and  impolitic  combina¬ 
tion  againft  the  nafeent  liberties  of 
A  2  France, 
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France,  the  national  Fpirit  was  ex¬ 
cited,  and  the  love  of  liberty  was 
IqH  and  forgotten  in  the  ftrong  im- 
pylfe  of  patriotifm,  Repeated  vic¬ 
tory  has  tindhired  the  patriotifm 
of  France  with,  the  lefs  laudable, 
though  not  lefs  energetic,  paflion, 
ambition ;  the  vanity  of  a  people, 
naturally  or  habitually  oftentatious, 
has  taken  the  fatal  direction  of  the 
defire  of  conquest,  and  the  ardour  of 
domination.  To  what  fatal  point, 
to  what  awful  conclufion,  the  Rate 
of  European  politics  now  naturally 
tend,  he  muft  be  indeed  a  bold  man 
who  will  prefume  to  predict. 

To  recapitulate  the  events  which 
have  given  birth  to  thefe  reflections, 
would  be  to  anticipate  the  hiflory 
of  the  year.  Abroad  we  have  feen 
the  enormous  increafe  of  the  power 
of  France  —  we  have  fee n  Italy 
conquered,  and  Germany  awed  into 
fubmiflion.  At  home  we  have  wit- 
neffed  an  event  which  was  formerly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  moft  awful 
and  calamitous  that  could  befall  us 
as  a  nation — the  incapacity  of  the 
Bank  of  England  to  fulfil  its  en¬ 
gagements.  With  all  this,  order 
and  tranquillity  have  been  happily 
maintained,  and  the  fenfe  and  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  Britifh  nation  have  rifen 
fu  peri  or  to  the  impulfe  of  paflion 
or  alarm. 

One  confequence  might  indeed 
have'been  naturally  expeCfed  from 
the  difallrous  hate  of  the  public 
affairs.  A  partial  change,  at  leaft, 
of  miniflers  might  have  been  re¬ 
garded  as  a  neceflary  confequence 
of  unfticcefsful  cor.nfels ;  vet  even 
this  political  phenomenon  has  been 
exhibited,  of  an  adminiftration  de¬ 
feated  in  almoft  every  project,  fail¬ 
ing  in  almoft  every  promife,  and 
miftaken  in  almoft  every  fpecu- 
lation,  and  yet  pofleffing  ftill  the 
confidence  of  the  public.  Since 
the  period,  when  a  regular  opr 


pofition  was  firft  formed  in  this 
country,  the  party  hoftile  to  mi* 
nifters  has  perhaps  never  been 
weaker  than  at  that  of  which  we 
are  now  treating.  The  ftate  of  par¬ 
ties  was  indeed  very  fairly  put  to 
trial  at  the  general  election,  which 
took  place  in  the  months  of  June 
and  July,  1796.  With  a  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  where  the  private  charac- 
ter  of  the  candidate,  or  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  family  connexions,  weigh¬ 
ed  againft  his  political  fentiments, 
the  tide  of  fuccefs,  in  the  counties 
and  boroughs,  ran  proudly  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  minifter  and  his  fup- 
porters.  In  fome  populous  places, 
where  the  independent  electors  were 
numerous,  an  appearance  of  oppo¬ 
fition  was  difplayed.  In  the  city 
of  London,  Mr.  Combe,  one  of 
the  popular  candidates,  was  ele£led 
by  a  great  majority  ;  and,  what  « 
is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  nearly 
three  thoufand  liverymen  came  for¬ 
ward,  ^lmoft  uiifolicited,  and  with¬ 
out  the  ufual  inducements  of  treats 
and  banquets,  to  the  fupport  of 
alderman  Pickett.  At  Weftminfler, 
Mr.  Fox  flood  at  the  head  of  the 
poll,  and  nearly  three  thoufand  of 
the  ele&ors  gave  their  votes  to  Mr. 
Horne  Tooke,  in  oppofition  to  the 
minifterial  candidate,  admiral  fir 
Allan  Gardner.  At  Leicefter,  Der¬ 
by,  and  Nottingham,  fome  gentle¬ 
men  flood  forward  on  the  fame  con- 
flitutional  principles  as  Mr  Pickett 
in  London,  and  obtained  refpedt- 
able  fupport.  At  Coventry,  the  op¬ 
pofition  candidates  were  fuccefsful  j 
and  at  Liverpool  general  Tarletoti 
gained  his  ele<5lion  againft  his  bro¬ 
ther,  whom  the  minifterial  party 
there  had  brought  forward  to  op- 
pofe  him.  From  Briftol,  Norwich, 
and  fome  other  places,  invitations, 
it  is  faid,  were  fent  to  different  per- 
fons  connected  with  oppofition;  but 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  thefe  over¬ 
tures. 
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tiires  wefe  made,  were  deterred  by 
the  fear  of  involving  themfelves  in 
the  ruinous  expences,  which  are 
now,  to  the  difgrace  and  misfor¬ 
tune  of  the  country,  the  conftant 
concomitants  of  contefted  elec¬ 
tions. 

The  new  parliament  was  called 
together  at  a  feafon  of  the  year  un- 
ufually  early  —  vi?.  the  6th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1796.  The  fpeech  from  the 
throne  afforded  much  fatisfaCtion 
to  the  nation,  and  was  welcomed 
as  the  harbinger  of  returning  peace. 
It  intimated  “  that  his  majefty  had 
omitted  no  endeavours  for  fettingon 
foot  negotiations  to  reftore  peace  to 
Europe;  in  confequenceof  which, 
a  way  was  now  opened  to  an  im¬ 
mediate  negotiation,  which  muft 
produce  an  honourable  peace  for  us 
and  our  allies,  or  prove  to  what 
caufe  alone/the  prolongation  of  the 
war  was  to  be  afcribed. 

“  That  his  majefty  would  fend  a 
perfon  to  Paris,  with  full  powers  to 
treat  for  this  objeCt;  but  it  was 
evident!  that  nothing  could  fo 
much  contribute  to  give  it  effect 
as  the  parliament  manifefting  both 
the  determination  and  the  refources 
to  oppofe  the  enemy ;  efpeqially  as 
there  was  an  open  defign  profefied 
of  attempting  a  defcent  upon  thefe 
kingdoms. 

“  That,  by  the  fldll  and  exertions 
of  the  navy,  our  commerce  had 
been  protected  almoft  beyond  ex¬ 
ample  ;  the  fleets  of  the  enemy  had 
been  blocked  up  in  their  own  ports ; 
the  operations  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies  had  bee^produCtive  of  great 
national  advantages;  and  though 
the  fortune  of  war  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  had  been  more  various,  fuch 
a  turn  had  been  given  to  our  affairs 
by  the  fpirit  of  the  Auftrian  forces 
under  the  archduke  Charles,  as 
might  infpire  confidence  that  the 
end  of  the  campaign  would  prove  as 
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difaftrous  to  the  enemy  as  it's  com¬ 
mencement  had  been  aufpicious;” 

After  his  majefty’s  fpeech  had 
been  read  in  the  hoiife*  of  lords, 
lord  Bathtirft  rofe  to  move  the  ad- 
drefs.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that 
the  houfe  would  be  unanimous  in 
agreeing  to  return  their  thanks  foir 
the  gracious  communication  juft 
delivered.  He  adverted  to  the  im¬ 
portant  conteft  in  which  we  were 
engaged ;  to  the  meafure  which 
had  been  determined  on,  of  fending 
a  perfon  to  Paris  with  full  powers 
to  treat  for  peace,  and  the  neceflity 
there  would  be  (in  cafe  this  negoti¬ 
ation  fhould  fail  in  its  effect  from 
the  haughty  demeanour  or  extra¬ 
vagant  terms  which  might  be  de¬ 
manded  by  the  French  directory) 
to  unite  as  one  man,  and  repel 
every  hoftile  attempt  in  as  brave 
and  gallant  a  manner  as  we  had 
formerly  done.  His  lordfhip  next 
went  into  an  eulogium  on  the  (kill 
and  courage*  of  Our  naval  com¬ 
manders;  he  touched  upon  the  war 
on  the  continent,  and  extolled  the 
magnanimity  of  our  ally  the  empe¬ 
ror  ;  fpoke  of  the  flcurifhing  ftate 
of  the  manufactures,  revenues,  and 
Commerce  of  this  country,  and 
concluded  with  a  panegyric  on  his 
majefty  for  his  affurances  of  its  be¬ 
ing  the  wifh  neareft  his  heart  to  fe- 
cure  the  profperity  of  this  country 
by  an  honourable  peace,  and  to 
maintain  inviolate  the  privileges 
and  liberties  of  his  people. 

The  earl  of  Upper  Offory,  in 
fifing  to  fecond  the  addrefs,  ob- 
ferved,  that  one  part  of  the  fpeech 
alluded  to  the  projected  defcent  of 
the  enemy  upon  our  coafts,and  that 
liis  majefty  had  treated  fuch  a  de¬ 
fign  with  the  contempt  it  deferved  5 
though  fome  precautions  would  be 
neceffary  to  prevent,  or  turn  it  to 
the.confufion  of  the  enemy.  He 
hoped  that  this  peace,  if  we  could 
A  3  obtain 
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obtain  it,  would  comprehend  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  fecurity  of  our  allies,  and 
applauded  that  prince  to  whom, 
under  the  diredlion  of  his  gallant 
brother,  vve  were  indebted  for  a  fe- 
ries  of  military  exploits,  which  in 
themfelves  were  likely  to  expedite 
the  negotiation. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  add  relied'  the 
houfe  in  rather  an  eccentric  ha¬ 
rangue.  Their  lordfhips,  he  laid, 
would  recoiled  that  he  had  been  an 
advocate  for  the  war  at  its  com¬ 
mencement,  from  an  opinion  of  its 
neceffity;  and  he  was  now  the 
more  confirmed  in  it,  from  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  a  long  train  of  events. 
When  the  war  began,  it  was  afked 
whether  it  would  be  prudent  to 
draw  the  fword,  not  only  in  the 
defence  of  an  ally,  but  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  civil  happinefs  of 
Europe  :  it  was  generally  admitted 
not  only  to  be  prudent  but  iridif- 
penfabie  :  the  defigns  of  the  enemy 
tended  to  the  deftrudtion  of  every 
eftablifhed  government,  and  the  to¬ 
tal  fubverfion  of  order  in  fociety  ; 
nor  had  thofe  defigns  been  aban¬ 
doned.  He  had  trufted,  that  he 
fhould  not  have  heard  a  word  of 
negotiation  like  that  which  had 
been  mentioned,  and  was  furprifed 
to  find  fuch  expreffions  ufed  as 
were  common  at  the  end  of  an  or¬ 
dinary  war.  When  he  found  the 
addrefs  re-echoed  to  the  crown 
vague  expreffions  concerning  ne¬ 
gotiation,  without  the  leafr  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  grand  principle  on 
which  the  war  commenced,  he  was 
Conftrained  to  declare  he  fhould 
Hand  in  oppofition  to  it. 

To  reftore  order  ;  to  defend  the 
Hates  of  Europe  againft  the  dangers 
which  threatened  them  ;  to  protedl 
perfons  and  property  from  a  fatal 
devaluation,  and  fupprefs  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  innovating  and  pernicious 
doctrines,  were  the oftenfible  objects 
of  the  war.  What  then  was  the 


purport  of  the  propofed  addrefs 
Why,  it  was  neither  more  nor  left’ 
than  a  recommendation  to  hib  rna- 
jelfy  to  acknowledge  and  approve 
that  fyftem  he  had  formerly  repro¬ 
bated  and  oppofed.  If  there  were 
any  wifdom  in  negotiation  now* 
the  fame  wifdom  fhould  have  been 
mani felled  four  years  ago  ;  for  the 
fame  caufes  exifted  then,  and  prov¬ 
ed  the  neceffity  of  war,  which  exift 
at  the  prefent  moment. 

Was  the  fyftem  which  had  rouz- 
ed  our  attention,  and  demanded  our 
exertions,  now  extindt  ?  Their  lord- 
fliips  ought  to  compare  the  views 
of  France  at  that  period,  with  the 
plans  they  had  profecuted  now. 
The  great  and  powerful  govern¬ 
ments  of  Europe  were  not  the  firft 
who  were  attacked  by  the  fpirit  of 
aggreffion  ;  but  the  inferior  and  fee¬ 
ble  ftates  had  felt  their  overbearing, 
influence,  and  their  fubverfive  au¬ 
thority. 

Such  inftances  announced  their 
intention,  and  fuccefs  was  to  afford 
the  means  of  extending  their  prin¬ 
ciples.  He  inftanced  Sardinia.  No 
fooner  was  the  king  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  a  peace  with  France,  than 
it  was  fucceeded  by  their  inter¬ 
ference  in  the  internal  adminiftra- 
tion  of  his  government;  they  in¬ 
filled  on  his  reftoring  to  their  li¬ 
berty,  and  to  their  effedts,  all  the’ 
perfons  who  had  been  condemned 
to  imprifonment  or  penalties  for  the 
propagation  of  anarchical  dodtrinefc. 
At  Rome  the}'  fignalifed  their  tri¬ 
umphs,  by  impoling  the  fame  de¬ 
grading  conditions.  In  Berlin  the 
ftandard  of  infurfedtibri  wa$  reared  ; 
the  national  cockade  was  worn  to 
attract  partifans,  and  propagate  the 
principles  of  which  it  v’as  the  em¬ 
blem. 

Were  their  lordfhips  prepared  to 
fubmit  to  fuch  indignities,  to  allow, 
the  national  cockade  to  be  worn  in 
this  country  by  every  man  whom* 

the 
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the  French  directory  might  choofe 
to  confider  as, a  Frenchman?  By 
arms  alone  thefe  attempts  and  thefe 
difgraces  were  to  be  refitted  ;  and 
to  thefe  evils  we  expofe  ourfelves  if 
we  conclude  any  peace  with  the 
enemies  of  eftablilhed  government, 
and  of  the  moral  and  religious  or¬ 
der  of  fociety.  Whatever  confi¬ 
dence  might  be  placed  in  the  loyal¬ 
ty  of  the  people  at  home,  what 
could  be  faid  of  our  dittant  poffef- 
ifions  ?  Were  our  colonies  fafe  ? 
Were  the  Weft •  India  dfiands  in  a 
fituation  in  which  we  could  rely 
on  their  tranquillity  ?  What  had 
been  the  effeCt  of  French  princi¬ 
ples  in  their  owti  fettlements?  What 
ravage  had  they  not  extended  to 
our  own  iflands  of  St.  Vincent’s 
and  Grenada  ? 

The  effect  of  their  fyflem  was 
to  overthrow  all  the  barriers  by 
which  property  was  protected,  and 
the  tendency  was  realifed  by  the 
practice.  Even  in  glancing  over 
the  proceedings  of  their  legiflative 
bodies,  he  had  found  that  one  of 
their  reporters  hates,  that  the  fale 
of  the  national  property  (that  is, 
what  was  the  property  of  individu¬ 
als)  is  the  pivot  of  the  revolution. 
Were  their  lordfhips  prepared  to 
fubmit  to  the  mandates  of  the  di¬ 
rectory?  At  their  command  were 
they  ready  to  let  loofe  all  who  had 
been  doomed  to  punifhment  for  fe- 
dition,  and  attacks  upon  the  con- 
flitution  of  this  country?  to  fet 
at  liberty  Mr.  Yorke?  to  fecal  from 
Botany  Bay  the  Jacobins  who 
had  been  tranfported  thither  ? 
When  they  had  confented  to  dif- 
band  our  troops  and  dismantle  our 
fleet,  now  in  the  height  of  its 
ower,  did  they  imagine  we  fhould 
e  able  to  cope  with  the  forces 
of  the  directory,  wielding  the  com¬ 
bined  ftrength  of  the  navies  of 
Spain  and  Holland  ?  If  they  did 
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not  wifh  to  expofe  the  country  td 
thefe  difafters',  they  would  not  con* 
cur  in  giving  his  majefty  an  advice 
which  would  ftrike  at  the  interett: 
of  the  ftate,  and  weaken  the  fecu- 
rity  of  his  government. 

From  an  obfervation  of  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  who  feconded  the  addrefs, 
it  appeared,  that  it  was  not  merely 
for  ourfelves  but  for  our  allies  that 
this  negotiation  was  to  be  inftitut- 
ed;  He  doubted  how  far  minitters 
were  authorifed  to  include  them  in 
the  meafures  they  were  about  to 
adopt  :  if  we  could  gather  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  emperor  from  his 
conduCt  in  circumftances  apparent¬ 
ly  the  moft  defperate,  he  would  not 
condefcend  to  treat  with  the  enemy 
of  ettablifhed  order  and  govern¬ 
ment.  There  was  a  fubjeCt  on 
which  he  propofed  a  queftion  t6 
minitters :  Did  they  mean'  to  recog- 
nife  France,  circumfcribed  within 
her  ancient  boundaries,  or  the  re¬ 
public  of  France  bounded  by  the 
Rhine  and  the  Alps  ?  For  a  feries  of 
years  our  anceftors  had  ttruggled  to 
limit  the  territories  of  France,  and 
to  maintain  the  balance  of  Europe;: 
and  it  was  no  trivial  consideration 
whether  this  aggfandifement  was  to 
be  acknowledged,  and  thefe  acqui- 
fitions  fanCtioned.  This,  however, 
was  a  fecondary  confideration  with 
him ;  for  his  prime  objection  was 
to  treat  with  France,  conftituted  as 
that  government  was.  But  the  ef¬ 
fects  which  our  commerce  would 
fuftain  by  its  aggrandifement  were 
not  indifferent :  it  was  no  light  re¬ 
flection  that  Holland  was  under  the 
controul  of  the  enemy  ;  that  Leg¬ 
horn,  once  fo  important  in  war 
from  the  fupplies  which  it  furnifh- 
ed,  arid,  in  peace,  as  the  gfeat  mart 
of  bur  commodities  and  manufac¬ 
tures,  was  now  taken  from  us.  All 
the  coafls  of  Europe  were  now  fliut 
againft  our  commerce.  In  Italy 
A  4  tb# 
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the  eftablilhment  of  a  republic  un¬ 
der  France  would  exclude  our  trade 
in  that  country;  and  unlefs  the  king 
of  Naples  came  boldly  forward  to 
refill  the  enemy,  the  whole  of  the 
north  of  Italy  would  be  inacceffibie 
to  our  manufactures.  Bv  commerce 
our  nation  had  flourilhed ;  what 
then  was  to  be  our  fituation  when 
every  port  into  which  our  com¬ 
modities  had  flowed,  was  to  be 
fhut  again!!  us?  We  might  treat 
with  the  French  diredory;  but 
what  traffic  could  our  merchants 
maintain  with  individuals  deftitute 
of  property,  or  poffeffing  it  with¬ 
out  fecurity  ?  The  lofs  of  Spain 
too  was  now  certain;  by  whatever 
name  it  was  diftingaiilhed  (whether 
a  monarchy  or  a  republic,  was  now 
of  little  consequence)  it  was  the 
tributary  of  France.  Having  thus 
reminded  them  of  the  principles  on 
which  the  war  was  undertaken,  his 
lordlhip  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
44  that  the  houfe,  imprefied  with 
the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the  pre- 
Jfc  fent  war,  would  continue  to  give 
his  majefty  a  vigorous  fupport  in 
affierting  the  general  caufe  of  his 
majelly  and  his  allies,  and  in  pre- 
ferving  the  dignity  of  the  crown.” 

The  earl  of  Guildford  exprefied 
much  fatisfa&ion  that  a  meafure 
which  might  lead  to  the  reftoration 
of  general  tranquillity,  had  been 
confidered  as  the  leading  feature  of 
the  add  refs. 

.  It  was  the  fame  in  his  eftima- 
tion,  and,  he  believed,  in  that  of 
every  well-wiffier  to  his  country  in 
this  kingdom. 

If  the  achievements  of  the  arch¬ 
duke  Ihould  operate,  as  he  hoped 
they  would,  as  means  of  rational 
negotiation,  they  ought  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  omens  of  happinefs  to  us 
and 'our  ally ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
they  Ihould  revive  hopes  formerly 
entertained,  and  caufe  the  parties  to 
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rife  in  their  demands,  and  prolong 
this  miferable  and  unavailing  con- 
teft,  they  Ihould  be  confidered  as 
evils  of  the  firft  magnitude  ;  they 
would  be  felt  as  fuck,  not  only  by 
the  people  of  the  prefent  day,  but 
by  their  pollerity  for  a  length  of 
time  to  come.  There  was  one  part 
of  the  addrefs  which  he  could 
not  pafs  without  a  comment ;  that 
the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom 
had  remained  undifturbed,  and 
anarchy  had  been  reprefied  by  the 
wifdom  and  energy  of  the  laws. 
It  was  with  pleafure,  his  lordlhip 
faid,  that  he  could  bear  his  teffci- 
mony  to  this  truth,  that  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  kingdom  had  re¬ 
mained  undifturbed ;  he  believed 
it  was  owing  to  the  love  the  people 
bore  to  the  laws  of  their  country  ;; 
but  if,  by  the  wifdom  and  energy 
of  the  laws,  an  allufion  was  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  made  to  the  two  extra¬ 
ordinary  bills  pafled  in  the  laft  par¬ 
liament,  it  would  be  indeed  un¬ 
founded.  Thofe  bills  were  held 
in  abhorrence  by  the  people,  who 
at  the  fame  time  held  in  the  higheft 
refpedl  the  known  conftitufional 
common  law  of  the  land.  The 
noble  earl  concluded  with  his  fup¬ 
port  of  the  prefent  addrefs,  con¬ 
ceiving,  he  faid,  peace  to  be  ,  the 
greateft  bleffing  the  country  could 
wilh ;  but  he  did  not  mean,  by  fo 
doing,  to  preclude  himlelf  from  his 
right  to  enquire  at  any  future  pe¬ 
riod  into  the  caufes  of  the  prefent 
calamitous  conteft,  and  the  conduct 
of  thofe  who  had  plunged  us  into 
it. 

Lord  Grenville,  after  compli¬ 
menting  his  noble  friend  who  mov¬ 
ed  the  addrefs,  totally  differed  from 
lord  Guildford,  who  had  afferted, 
this  was  a  miferable  and  unavailing 
ftruggle;  it  was  a  ftruggle,  he  would 
maintain,  that  had  already  availed 
us-;  and  though,  prolpefts  of  peace 
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snight  be  cut  off*  it  would  Hill 
be  of  the  utmoft  avail  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  With  regard  to  the  bills,  he 
differed  from  him  alfo  entirely,  and 
was  convinced,  they  had  contri¬ 
buted  very  greatly  to  preferve  our 
internal  tranquillity.  Another  no¬ 
ble  earl  had  hated  it  as  inconfiftent 
with  ©ur  principles  to  treat  with 
any  government  in  France  but  that 
of  a  monarchy.  That  the  exiftence 
of. a  republic  was  an  infuperable 
bar  to  negotiation,  and  that  mo¬ 
narchy  was  indifpenfabie,  was  a 
calumny  which  minifters  had  every 
feffion  found  it  neceffary  to  contra* 
diet.  They  had  believed  indeed 
that  the  beft  iffue  to  the  conteft 
would  be  the  re-effablifhment  of 
monarchy  in  France  ;  but  they  had 
never  pledged  themfelves  to  an 
opinion  fo  extravagant,  that  with¬ 
out  this  object  no  peace  could  be 
obtained.  It  was  ftrange  the  no¬ 
ble  earl  fhould  infer  from  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  negotiation  that  the 
worft  terms  would  be  concluded; 
they  certainly  were  not  prepared  to 
admit  in  the  enemy  any  power 
to  diflate  to  our  internal  regula¬ 
tions,  or  the  overthrow  of  the  con- 
ftitution  ;  neither  furely  was  it  a 
confequence  that  our  allies  were  to 
be  abandoned ;  it  certainly  would 
be  unbecoming  in  him  to  anfwer 
the  queftions  that  had  been  pro- 
pofed.  But  what  lecurity  could  we 
have  againft  an  interference  fimilar 
to  that  which  had  been  pra&ifed  in 
Sardinia  ? 

The  king  of  Sardinia  was  com¬ 
pelled  fo  accept  unworthy  terms  of 
peace ;  the  difference  of  our  litua- 
tion,  by  exempting  us  from  the  ne- 
cellitv  of  the  one,  fecured  us  from 
the  ignominy  of  the  other.  If  juft 
and  honourable  terms  were  refufed 
by  the  enemy,  we  were  preparing  - 
to  repel  any  other;  and  the  power 


of  maintaining  this  determination 
was  the  beft  pledge  for  our  obtain¬ 
ing  honourable  conditions. 

The  earl  of  Abington  fpoke 
againft  the  addrefs,  and  alfo  againft 
the  bills  paffed  in  the  Iaft  feffion  of 
parliament.  There  were  rights  of 
the  people  which  neither  came  from 
kings,  lords,  nor  commons ;  and 
they  could  not  take  them  away. 

The  motion  paffed  in  the  affir¬ 
mative  ;  but  a  moft  lingular  proteft 
was  entered  on  the  journals  by  earl 
Fitzwilliam,  the  fubftance  of  which 
was  as  follows : 

DiJJ'entient.  Firft.  Becaufe,  by  this 
addrefs,  unamended  as  it  ftands, 
the  fanftion  of  the  lords  is  given 
to  meafures  as  ill-judged  with  re¬ 
gard  to  their  object,  as  they  are  de¬ 
rogatory  from  the  dignity  of  the 
crown.  Solicitations  for  peace  miift 
encreafe  the  arrogance  and  ferocity 
of  the  enemy  of  all  nations  ;  they 
mu  ft  fortify,  and  fix  the  authori  ty 
of  an  odious  government  over  an 
enflaved  people;  they  muft  impair 
the  confidence  of  other  powers  ia^ 
the  magnanimity  of  the  Britifh 
councils,  and  inevitably  tend  to 
break  the  fpring  of  that  energy 
which  in  former  times  has  charac¬ 
ter!  fed  this  high-minded  nation. 

Second.  Becaufe  no  peace  can 
be  had  with  the  ufurped  power  now 
exercifirfg  authority  in  France  :  the 
methods  by  which  they  obtained  it, 
the  policy  by  which  they  hold  it, 
and  the  maxims  they  have  adopted, 
openly  profeffed,  and  uniformly 
a<fted  on,  towards  the  deftruHion  of 
all  governments  not  formed  on  their<; 
model,  and  fubfervient  to  their  do¬ 
mination. 

Third.  Becaufe  the  idea  that 
this  kingdom  is  competent  to  de¬ 
fend  itfelf,  after  the  fubjugation 
of  all  Europe,  is  prefumptuous  in 
the  extreme,  and  contrary  to  the 
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policy  both  of  date  and  commerce 
by  which  Great  Britain  hitherto  has 
fiouri  filed. 

Fourth.  Becaufe  while  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy  exerc  fes  his  power 
over  the  feveral  hates  in  the  man¬ 
ner  we  have  feen,  dt  is  impoflible 
long  to  preferve  our  trade,  or  our 
. naval  power;  this  hoflile  fvftem 
leizes  on  the  keys  of  the  dominions 
of  thefe  powers,  forces  them,  with¬ 
out  any  particular  quarrel,  into  di¬ 
rect  hoflility  with  this  kingdom,  in- 
fomuch  that  there  is  no  harbour 
•which  we  can  enter  without  his 
permiffion,  either  in  a  commercial 
or  naval  charadler. 

Fifth.  Becaufe  no  fecurity  can 
he  hoped  for  in  our  colonies  and 
plantations  wbilft  thisufurped  pow¬ 
er  fliall  continue  thus  difpofed  and 
thus  conftituted.  The  new  fyflem 
leaves  our  colonies  equally  endan¬ 
gered  in  peace  as  in  war;  it  is 
therefore  that  all  ancient  eftablifli- 
rpents  are  eflentially  at  war  for  the 
lake  of  felf-prefervrtion. 

Sixth.  Becaufe  it  has  been  de¬ 
clared  from  the  throne,  and  adopted 
by  parliament,  that  there  was  no 
%vay  to.  obtain  peace  but  through 
tne  ancient  government  long  efla- 
bhflied  in  France.  That  govern¬ 
ment  has  been  folemnly  recognifed, 
and  afiiftance  and  protection  as  fo¬ 
lemnly  promifed  to  thofe  French¬ 
men  who  fliould  exert  themfelves 
m  its  refloration. 

^Seventh.  Becaufe  the  example 
of  the  great  change  in  the  moral 
and  political  world,  made  by  the 
ufurpation,  is,  by  the  prefect  pro¬ 
cedure,  confirmed  in  all  its  force, 
it  is  the  firfl  fuccefsful  example  in 
In  dory  of  the  fubverfion  of  the 
government  of  a  great  country,  by 
the  corruption  of  mercenary  ar¬ 
mies,  to  the  deflru&ion  of  the 
whole  proprietory  body  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  ' 
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Eighth.  Becaufe  our  eagerriefs  lk 
fuing  for  peace  may  induce  the 
enemy  to  believe  we  gre  unable  to 
continue  the  war;  which,  in  thd 
event  of  an  adtual  peace,  will  tempt 
them  to  renew  that  conduct  which 
brought  on  the  prefent  war;  nei¬ 
ther  fliall  we  have  the  ufual  fecuri- 
ties  for  peace :  they  do  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  obligation  of  law  ; 
they  have  not  the  fame  interefl 
or  fentiment  in  the  confervation  of 
peace  which  have  hitherto  influ¬ 
enced  other  governments ;  nor  fliall 
we  be  better  able  to  refill  their* 
hoflile  attempts  after  a  peace  thari 
at  the  prefent  hour.  If  we  remain 
armed,  we  cannot  reap  the  ordi¬ 
nary  advantages  of  it  in  economy 
if  we  difarm,  we  fliall  be  fubjedl  to 
be  driven  into  new  wars,  under 
every  circumflance  of  disadvan¬ 
tage.  >. 

Ninth.  Becaufe  they  frankly  tell, 
us,  that  it  is  not  our  interefl  to! 
make  peace,  for  they  regard  it  only 
as  an  opportunity  of  preparing  frefli 
means  for  the  annihilation  of  our 
naval  power.  They  do  not  con¬ 
ceal  that  it  will  be  their  objet  to 
wrefl  from  us  our  maritime  pre¬ 
ponderance,  to  re-eftablifli  what 
they  call  the  freedom  of  the  feds, 
and  to  carry  to  the  highefl  degree  of 
profperity  thofe  nations  which  they 
flate  to  be  our  rivals,  which  they 
charge  ns  with  unjuflly  attacking 
when  we  can  no  longer  dupe,  and- 
which  they  contemplate  as  furnifli- 
ing  refources  for  our  future  humi¬ 
liation  and  definition  :  they  falfe- 
ly  affert,  that  the  Englifli  nation 
fupports  with  impatience  the  con-" 
tinuance  of  the  war,  and  has  extort¬ 
ed  his  majefly’s  overture?  for  peace' 
by  complaints  and  reproaches  :  they 
fludioufly  disjoin  the  Englifli  na-: 
tion  from  its  fovereign. 

Tenth.  Becaufe;  having  ated 
throughout  the  courfe  of  this  mo¬ 
mentous 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


5  £ 


mentous  conteft  upon  the  principles 
herein  expreffed,  and  having  fully 
confidered,  examined,  and  weigh¬ 
ed  the  arguments  offered  to  induce 
a  dereliction  of  them,  confcienti- 
oufly  adhering  to,  and  firmly  abid¬ 
ing  bv  them,  I  thus  record  them  in 
juffification  of  my  own  conduct, 
and  in  discharge  of  the  duty  I  owe 
to  my  king,  my  country,  and  the 
general  interefts  of  civil  fociety. 

We  have  inferted  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  proteft  in  the  body  of  our 
hiftofical  detail,  contrary  to  our 
■ufual  practice,  not  only  becaufe  of 
the  ability  with  which  it  is  drawn 
up,  but  becaufe  it  contains  a  clofe 
and  well-digefted  fummarv  of  the 
arguments  for  the  continuation  of 
the  prefent  war.  Notwithstanding 
the-fingularity  of  its  contents,  it  is 
undoubtedly  a  very  able  ftate-pa- 
per,  and  throws  much  light  on  the 
prefent  afpect  of  European  poli¬ 
tics.  It  is  fuppofecl  by  fome  to 
jhave  been  the  production  of  an 
eminent  literary  character  lately 
deceafed. 

The  addrefs  to  his  majefly  was 
liioved  in  the  commons  by  lord 
Morpeth.  He  faid,  whatever  the 
opinions  might  have  been  refpect- 
ing  the  origin  of  the  war,  it  muff 
give  the  gentlemen  of  that  houfe 
fatisfaction  to  concur  in  a  motion 
which  had  for  its  end  an  honour¬ 
able  peace ;  they  muft  rejoice  that 
the  period  was  arrived  in  which 
a  negotiation  might  be  entered  into; 
that  there  now  exited  in  France 
a  government  which  might  be  fafely 
treated  with,  and  that  a  paffport  had 
beeq  obtained  for  a  minifter  from 
this  country  to  proceed  to  Paris. 
He  hoped  the  negotiation  would 
terminate  favourably;  but  he  alfo 
hoped  we  fhould  fhow, whilft  we 
were  defirous  of  peace,  that  we 
were  in  a  ffate  to  continue  the  con- 
*eli,  and  could,  if  neceffary,  re¬ 


double  our  efforts  for  the  profecu- 
tion  of  war.  He  obferved,  that 
our  refources  were  adequate  for 
this  purpofe ;  our  exports  for  the 
laffc  year  had  exceeded  by  two 
millions  fterling  the  amount  of 
the  laft,  and  commercial  pro- 
fperity  had  rifen  to  a  high  degree 
during  a  period  of  war  ;  he  con¬ 
cluded  with  moving  an  addrefs,  to 
allure  his  majefty,  that  they  reflect¬ 
ed  with  fatisfaftion  on  the  flate  of 
commerce  in  this  country,  on  the 
continuance  of  our  internal  tran- 
quiiljty,  on  the  happy  effects  of 
the  wifdom  and  energy  of  our  laws 
in  repreffing  anarchy,  and  that  he 
might  rely  at  all  times  On  his  com¬ 
mons  for  fuch  lupplies  as  might  be 
neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year,  and  on  the  fupport  of  his 
parliament  for  thofe  exertions  di¬ 
rected  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy. 

Sir  W-  Lowther,  in  a  fliort 
fpeech,  feconded  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  Fox,  declining  to  give  a  fi- 
lent  vote,  left  it  might  be  fubject 
to  mifconftruction,  faid,  that  his 
majefty  had  at  length  been  advifed 
to  do  what  it  had  been  his  lot 
to  advife  his  majefty ’s  minifters  to- 
do  the  laft  three  years,  namely, 
to  open  a  negotiation.  But  how¬ 
ever  he  might  lament  that  this 
meafure  had,,  not  been  taken  before 
a  hundred  millions  were  fpent,  and 
thoulands  of  lives  loft,  in  this  cruel 
conteft,  yet  it  had  his  warm  ap¬ 
probation  now  that  it  had  been 
adopted;  that  he  would  not  re- - 
collect,  much  lefs  retaliate,  the- 
perlonal  invectives  againft  himfelf, 
the  infinuations  that  an  attempt  to 
negotiate  with  fuch  a  people  was 
a  degradation  to  the  dignity  of 
Great  Britain ;  that  it  was  to  fue 
for  peace,  arid  lay  his  majefty's 
crown  at  their  feet. 

There  were  fome  expressions, 

however. 
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however,  of  which  he  fliould  take 
notice:  and  firft,  that  every  en¬ 
deavour  had  been  ufed  to  open  a 
negotiation.  Now,  unlefs  thefe 
words  alluded  to  the  endeavours 
made  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft: 
year,  he  fliould  animadvert  upon 
the  miniflers  for  their  former  want 
of  endeavours  to  bring  it  about. 
He  much  approved  of  their  having 
left  out  in  the  fpeech  the  words  to 
which  they  were  fo  bigoted  before, 
of  the  war  being  undertaken  for 
the  caufeof  humanity  and  religion  : 
—-neither  had  they  come  forward 
with  their  conflant  and  unfounded 
phrafe,  that  it  was  necejfary  :  they 
had  afled  wifely  in  abftaining  from 
intemperate  language,  when  they 
were  to  negotiate  for  peace.  But 
there  were  other  parts  of  the  fpeech 
which  demanded  explanation;  fuch 
as  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  our  trade 
and  commerce,  by  which  our  re- 
fources  are  faid  to  be  adequate  to 
the  crifis  in  which  we  are  involved  : 
he  muft  hefitate  in  giving  credit  to 
an  affertion  fo  little  fupported  by 
the  public  appearance  of  things : 
when  he  looked  at  the  price  of  the 
funds  of  the  country,  the  ftate  of 
the  transferable  fecurities  of  go¬ 
vernment,  the  monftrous  difcount 
on  the  enormous  quantities  of  pa¬ 
per  which  they  have  iffued,  with 
the  fchemes  to  relieve  the  pecu¬ 
niary  embarralTiments  of  trade,  he 
was  led  to  think  our  refources  were 
in  a  lefs  favourable  fituation  than 
the  miniflers  had  chofen  to  repre- 
fent  them  ;  nor  could  he  with-hold 
fome  remarks  upon  the  tranquillity 
of  the  country  in  which  we  are  made 
to  rejoice ;  a  fentiment,  indeed,  in 
which  he  concurred, "for  tranquil¬ 
lity  was  at  all  times  deferable;  but 
when  he  heard  it  afcribed  to  the 
wifdom  and  energy  of  the  laws 
paded  in  the  laft  feffion  of  the  laft 
parliament,  he  entered  his  moft  fo- 


lemn  proteft  again  ft  the  whole  of 
the  affertion.  He  never  had  been 
convinced  that  there  had  been  any 
perfons  in  this  country  worth  at¬ 
tention,  defirous  of  anarchy  an3 
confufion;  nor  could  laws,  which 
were  calculated  to  excite  terror  and 
abhorrence,  produce  tranquillity. 
Such  laws  might  produce  a  falfe 
quiet,  which  he  confidered  as  a 
real  alarm :  could  we  rejoice  in 
fuch  tranquillity  where  difcuflian 
was  to  be  (lifted,  and  men  were  to 
brood  in  fecret  over  the  grievances 
which  they  felt  ?  No  :  fuch  a  tran¬ 
quillity  alarmed  him  more  than  tu¬ 
mult;  it  was  a  tranquillity  which 
every  man  who  loved  freedom 
ouglTt  to  fee  with  pain,  every  mail 
who  loved  order,  with  terror; . 

To  the  conftitution  no  man  could 
feel  aftronger  attachment  than  him- 
felf;  but  he  would  not  fport  with 
the  word  ;  he  would  not  ufe  it 
without  explaining  it :  his  attach¬ 
ment  was  to  the  conftitution  under 
which  he  was  born,  under  which 
he  was  bred;  not  to  that  of  the 
laft  parliament,  which  did  more  to 
maim  and  disfigure  the  ancient 
conftitution  of  England  than  any 
former  parliament  which  ever  fat 
within  thofe  walls.  To  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  ancient  conftitution 
alone  he  afcribed  that  tranquillity 
which  the  country  enjoyed.  He 
would  not  join  in  this  infinuation 
of  praife  upon  thofe  abominable 
laws,  nor  attribute  to  them  effects 
which  he  believed  *  inapplicable  ; 
and,  much  as  he  wifhed  for  general 
approbation  of  the  endeavours  to 
procure  peace  to  this  country,-  he 
fliould  think  it  purchafed  at  too  dear 
a  rate  if  coupled  with  approbation 
of  thefe  abhorrent  laws.  It  was  his 
duty,  he  thought,  to  fay  fo  much, 
that  his  vote  might  not  be  mifi in¬ 
terpreted  into  acquiefcence  in  this 
part  of  the  addrefs.  The  whole 

fyftem 
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fyftem  of  the  war  had  been  a  faulty 
fyftem ;  the  fyfteirt  of  domeftic 
politics  had  been  equally  faulty  ; 
whatever  the  refult  of  the  negotia¬ 
tions  might  be,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  houfe  to  re-confider  the  general 
fyftem  of  politics  adopted  of  late 
years,  and  whether  it  were  poffible 
to  go  on  if  that  fyftem  fhould  be 
purfued.  Peace  was  certainly  the 
great  objeCf  ;  but  whether  peace 
would  be  effeChial  if  there  were  no 
change  in  domeftic  politics,  was 
matter  of  doubt :  that  it  would  he 
beneficial,  whatever  fyftem  was 
purfued,  he  was  ready  to  affert. 
If  it  continued  to  be  a  bad  one, 
peace  would  diminifti  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  it ;  if  it  were  amended,  it 
would  augment  the  benefits  ;  at  all 
events  it  was  defirable ;  in  one 
cafe  it  would  be  a  palliative^  in  the 
other,  a  remedy  ;  and  in  both  it 
could  not  but  be  good,  and  there¬ 
fore  fhould  have  his  warmeft  fup- 
port. 

What  were  likely  to  be  the  terms 
of  peace,  he  would  not  even  con¬ 
jecture;  but  he  would  not  hefitate 
to  fay,  we  ought  to  negotiate  in 
the  fpirit  of  great  moderation.  With 
regard  to  the  Auftrian  victories, 
which  made  a  topic  of  animated 
exultation  in  his  majefty’s  fpeech, 
it  might  be  right  to  rejoice  in  the 
gallantry  they  had  difplayed,  and 
the  laurels  they  had  recently  ac¬ 
quired  ;  no  man  admired  their  great 
military  exertions  more  than  he 
did  ;  but  let  it  be  remembered  that 
we  were  called  to  rejoice  on  their 
having  recovered  only  a  part  of 
what  was  loft  in  this  campaign, 
and  that  it  was  not  becaufe  they 
had  reaped  fuccefles  calculated  to 
obtain  what  minifters  had  ftated  to 
l>e  the  objeCf  of  the  war,  but  be¬ 
caufe  they  had  faved  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  from  the  deftruCtion 
with  which  it.  was  threatened,  We 
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could  not  prefume  to  flatter  our* 
felves  that  the  Auftrians  were  like* 
ly  to  recover  all  they  had  loft  in  the 
prefent  campaign,  much  lefs  what 
they  had  loft  in  all  the  campaigns 
that  were  paft.  The  achievements 
of  our  navy  had  been  brilliant  and 
glorious ;  at  no  former  period  had 
they  difplayed  greater  gallantry, 
and  never  perhaps  equal  lkill;  yet 
after  all  this,  the  peace  we  were 
defirous  to  obtain  ;  and  the  utmoft: 
we  could  expeCt  was,  that  it  fhould 
be  folid,  and  of  permanent  dura¬ 
tion.  Then  what  muft  be  the  fort 
of  conflict  in  which  we  were  en* 
gaged,  when,  after  a  four  years’  fuc- 
cefsful  exertion  of  all  the  fkili  and 
all  the  valour  of  our  navy,  all  our 
efforts  could  not  produce  a  peace 
either  brilliant  or  glorious,  but  we 
muft  content  ourfelves  with  hoping 
it  may  be  folid  and  permanent? 
Might  we  not  fuppofe  that  there 
was  fomething  in  our  caufe  radi* 
cally  defective,  which  palfied  ouref- 
forts,  and  difappointed  our  ftrength? 
fomething  which  demanded  from 
the  common  fenfe  and  prudence 
of  Englifhmen  a  ftriCt  and  rigorous 
inveftigation,  that  we  might  dif* 
cover  what  this  fomething  was,  not 
merely  to  retrieve  the  prefent  ca¬ 
lamity,  but  guard  our  offspring 
againft  the  error  in  future.  No 
great  length  of  time  would  elapfe 
before  he  fhould  think  it  his  duty 
to  bring  this  matter  before  the 
houfe;  for  it  was  of  the  molt  ef» 
fential  importance  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
true  fupport  of  the  crown,  that  an 
enquiry  fhould  be  made  into  all 
the  caufes  which  had  brought  the 
nation  into  its  prefent  ftate,  and 
produced  the  evils  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  ad- 
vifing  his  majefty  to  make  a  funda¬ 
mental  change  in  the  fyftem  upon 
which  we  had  lately  aCted,  both 
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with  regard  to  foreign  and  domeftic 
policy.  He  found  it  neceffary  to 
fay  fo  much,  that  he  might  not 
preclude  himfelf  from  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  thefe  topics  at  fome  future 
dav  :  and,  with  this  referve,  he  did 
not  oppofe  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that 
he  confidered  it  as  matter  of  juft 
pride  and  honeft  fatisfaCHon,  that 
at  fo  critical  a  conjundture  there 
fhould  be  no  difference  of  fenti- 
ment  in  the  houfe  upon  the  only 
great  and  fubftantial  queftion  on 
which  the  addrefs  exprefted  an  opi¬ 
nion.  Such  a  circumftance-  ex¬ 
hibited  the  moft  decided  proof 
that  the  fteps  which  his  majefty 
had  taken  for  negotiation,  and 
the  clear  and  explicit  declara¬ 
tion  he  had.  made,  were  in'them- 
felves  fo  unexceptionable,  and  fo 
well  calculated  for  the  end  in  view, 
that  they  muft  command  aftent 
from  any  man  who  retained  the 
fmalleft  care  for  the  intereft  and 
honour  of  his  country. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had 
juftly  ftated,  that  what  hitherto 
had  been  done  only  amounted  to 
an  overture  for  peace ;  it  was  in¬ 
deed  impoffible  to  ftate  what  would 
be  the  refult,  what  would  be  the 
difpofition  of  the  enemy,  or  what 
circumftances  would  occur  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  fate  of  the  negotiation. 
We  ought  to  look  fairly  to  our 
own  fituation  ;  it  held  out  to  us 
a  chance  of  peace  if  the  enemy 
were  difpofed  to  accede  to  it  on 
juft  and  reafonable  terms;  but,  if 
not, --if  they  were  actuated  by  am¬ 
bitious  projects,  we  fhould  gain 
another  objeft  by  the  courfe  we 
.had  purfued :  we  fhould  unmafk 
them  in  the  eyes  of  Europe;  we 
fhould  expofe  the  injuftice  of  their 
policy,  and  their  infatiable  thirft 
for  aggrandifement ;  and  if  no  other 
advantage  were  gained,  we  fhould 
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at  leaft  be  able  to  put  to  the  proof 
the  fincerity  of  the  pledge  which 
had  that  day  been  given  —  that,  if 
the  enemy  were  not  difpofed  to 
accede  to  peace  on  juft  and  reafon- 
able  terms,  the  war  would  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  unanimous  voice, 
and  the  collected 'force,  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  If  the  unanimity  were  not 

,  ;  «■  *■ 

founded  merely  on  the  pleating 
found  of  peace,  the  captivating 
charm  of  renewed  tranquillity,  and 
the  profpeft  of  the  termination  of 
thofe  feenes  of  horror  with  which 
war  is  always  attended  ;  if  it  were 
the  refult  of  rational  reflexion, 
founded  on  a  careful  confideration 
of  the  fituation  of  the  country, 
and  prepared  to  meet  every  con¬ 
juncture,  it  could  not  be  too  highly 
prized.  We  ought  not  to  put  out 
of  view,  thofe  means  of  exertion 
which  we  yet  polfeffed  :  we  ought 
to  compare  our  ftate  with  that  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  the  amount  of  our 
own  acquifitions  with  the  loftes  of 
our  allies  :  we  ought  to  eftimate  the 
extent  of  thofe  facrifices,  which, 
under  all  thefe  circumftances,  it 
may  be  fitting  for  us  to  make,  to* 
effect  the  reftoration  of  peace.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  in¬ 
timated,  that  we  ought  to  change 
the  whole  fyftem  of  our  interior 
policy,  confidering  it  as  in  confid¬ 
ent-  with  the  conftitution  of  our 
country,  yet  profeffing  himfelf  To 
well  fatisfied  with  the  conftitution 
as  to  a  fen  be  to  it  that  internal  and 
undifturbed  order  and  tranquillity 
which  for  fome  time  paft  had  beeri 
enjoyed;  at  the  fame  time  repro¬ 
bating  the  laws  which  were  paffed 
in  the  laft  parliament,  and  refufing 
to  fubferibe  to  any  conftrueftion  of 
that  part  of  the  fpeech  which  in¬ 
cluded  thefe  amongft  the  means 
which  had  fecured  tranquillity.  He, 
on  the  contrary,  was  of  opinion 
that,  exclufive  of  the  influence  ‘of 
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thefe  laws,  the  peace  of  the  coun¬ 
try  could  not  have  been  maintain¬ 
ed  ;  nor  could  he  fuffer  reproach 
to  fall  on  the  laft  parliament,  who 
difplayed  their  wifdom  and  energy 
in  providing  a  remedy  fuited  to  the 
alarming  crifis.  If  there  fhould  be 
any  ambiguity  in  the  addrefs  re- 
fpe&ing  them,  it  was,  becaufe  they 
were  fo  confiftent  with  the  fpirit 
of  the  conftitution,  fo  blended 
with  the  fyftem  of  jurifprudence, 
fo  congenial  to  the  pra£tice  of 
former  times,  and  fo  conformable 
even  to  the  letter  of  former  a<fts, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  make  any 
difcrimination ;  they  had  been  pair¬ 
ed  in  a  moment  of  alarm  and  tur¬ 
bulence,  and  they  had  been  found 
admirably  calculated  to  meet  the 
emergency  of  the  time. 

There  were  fome  other  points 
upon  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  touched :  he  had 
feemed  to  think  that,  endeavours 
had  only  been  made  of  late  to  pro¬ 
cure  peace  ;  he,  for  his  OAvn  part, 
was  confident,  that  no  endeavours 
had  been  wanting  for  that  purpofe 
on  the  fide  of  his  majefty’s  mini- 
ffers;  but  what  might  be  admitted 
as  an  endeavour  depended  on  a  va¬ 
riety  of  circumftanees,  and  would 
be  differently  appreciated  by  indi¬ 
viduals  of  oppofite  fentiments  :  it 
depended  on  the  relative  date  of 
parties,  on  the  number  of  allies 
with  whom  we  might  be  engaged  to 
adf,  on  the  attention  which  we  paid 
to  their  interefts,  and  on  the  con¬ 
cert  we  wiflied  to  preferve  with 
them.  Taking  all  thefe  confidera- 
tions  into  view,  he  pledged  himfelf 
that  it  would  be  found  on  enquiry, 
that  minifters  had  negledfed  no  op¬ 
portunity  which  could  have  been 
improved,  for  accelerating  peace. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman 
afferted,  that  we  were  at  laft  come 
to  the-  period  .which  he  at  firft  had 
Pointed  out,  and  were  only  now 


adopting  thofe  meafures,  which,  if 
we  had  liftened  to  him,  might  have 
been  adopted  long  ago.  But  did  it 
follow,  that  the  meafure  was  right 
then,  becaufe  it  was  fo  now  ?  Might 
not  a  period  of  four  years  have 
produced  many  events  to  juftify  a 
material  change  of  policy,  and  to 
render  meafures  wife  and  expedient 
which  at  another  time  would  not 
have  been  fo  ?  As  to  the  queftion 
of  our  refources,  they  furnifhed,  in 
a  moment  like  the  prefent,  a  fub- 
jedft  of  well-grounded  confidence. 

If  the  revenue,  after  a  four  years’ 
war,  which  might  have  been  ex- 
pedted  to  have  injured  it  fo  ma¬ 
terially  in  fo  many  branches;  after 
the  additional  burthens  which  had 
been  impofed,  ftill  kept  up  at  the 
rate  at  which  it  was  ftated  laft  year; 
if  the  commerce,  notwithftanding 
the  embarraftments  which  it  had  to 
encounter,  had  attained,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  enjoy,  a  pitch  of  unex¬ 
ampled  profperitv;  if  fuch  had 
been  the  ftate  of  things  during  a 
period  when  the  country  had  to 
c-ontend  for  every  thing  dear  to  it ; 
if,  notwithftanding  the  obftacles 
which  had  clogged  the  machinery, 
the  fpring  had  retained  fo  much 
force  and  vigour,'  we  might  pre¬ 
fume,  that,  if  by  the  obftinacy  and 
ambition  of  the  enemy*. we  fhould 
be  called  to  ftili  greater  exertions, 
our  refources  yet  remained  un¬ 
touched  ;  we  might  prfefume,  that 
we  fhould  be  able  to  bring  them 
into  adftion  with  a  degree  of  con¬ 
cert  and  effect  worthy  of  the  Britifli 
nation. 

Thefe  refources  (he  obferved) 
had  nothing  in  them  hollow  or  de- 
lufive ;  they  were  the  refult  of  an 
accumulated  capital,  of  encreafing 
commerce,  of  high  and  eftablifhed 
credit ;  they  were  the  fruits  of 
fair  exertion,  of  laudable  ingtftiuity, 
of  fucccfsful  induftry ;  they  had 
been  produced  under  a  fyftem  of 

order 


BRITISH  AND 


16 

order  and  juftice,  whiift  we  had 
been  contending  againft  a  country 
in  every  point  the  reverfe  of  the 
picture.  He  faid,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  been 
fiiggefting  what  leffons  we  ought 
to  derive  from  the  experience  of 
adverfity;  but  when  he  added  that 
the  fituatioi^  of  this  country  was 
that  of  adverfity,  he  could  by  no 
means  agree  to  the  truth  of  the 
proportion.  How  far  it  deferved 
to  be  ranked  under  that  defcription, 
he  called  upon  thofe  to  pronounce 
who  were  bed:  acquainted  with  our 
refources.  It  could  not  furely  be 
termed  a  ftate  of  adverfity  from 
any  Ioffes  of  our  trade,  the  diminu¬ 
tion  of  our  capital,  or  the  reduction 
of  any  of  our  foreign  poffefiions.  We 
had  not  been  greatly  impoverifhed 
by  the  events  of  the  war  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies;  we  could 
not  be  much  weakened  in  our  na¬ 
tional  ftrength  by  having  our  navy 
railed  to  a  greater  degree  of  glory 
and  fame  than  it  bad  ever  before 
attained.  Where  then  were  we  to 
look  "for  the  fymptoms  of  this  ad¬ 
verfity  ?  In  the  Ioffes  and  difafters 
of  our  allies  ?  Did  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  hold  out  thefe 
as  a  criterion  of  adverfity,  and  in 
the  fame  breath  as  a  fource  of  com¬ 
plaint  that  we  were  not  fure  of 
a  triumphant  peace  ?  And  why 
could  we  not  command  fuch  a 
peace  ?  Becaufe  we  would  not 
feparate  our  own  greatnefs  and 
our  own  commerce  from  the  fate 
of  our  allies ;  becaufe  we  refufed 
to  purchafe  peace  for  ourfelves 
on  any  terms  but  thofe  which 
would  fecure  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  andconfideredthefituation 
of  Great  Britain  as  chained  to  that 
of  the  continent  by  the  bonds  of  a 
liberal  and  comprehenfive  policy. 

Whiift  the  violence  of  France 
had  been  over- running  fo  great 


a  part  of  Europe,  and  carrying  de- 
folation  in  its  progrefs,  our  naval 
exertions  had  enabled  us  to  counter¬ 
balance  their  fucceffes  by  acqui- 
fitions  in  different  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  to  pave  the  way  for  the 
reftoration  of  peace  to  our  allies 
on  terms  which  their  own  ftrength 
might  have  been  unable  to  procure. 
If,  indeed,  we  looked  into  the  geo¬ 
graphical  fituation  of  the  feat  of 
war,  the  emperor  had  not  regained 
by  his  victories  all  that  he  had  loft  ; 
but  did  we  count  for  nothing  the. 
deftru&ion  of  thofe  armies  by 
whom  all  previous  fucceffes  of  the 
enemy  had  been  achieved  ?  Did 
we  count  for  nothing  the  glorious 
teftimony  which  had  been  exhibit-, 
ed  to  mankind  —  that  difclpiiiied. 
valour  finally  muft  triumph  over 
thofe  principles  which  the  war  was 
undertaken  to  oppofe,  and  which 
owed  all  their  extraordinary  fuo 
cefs  to  the  violence  in  which  they 
originated,  and  the  excefles  with 
which  they  were  accompanied?  A 
memorable  warning  had  been  af-. 
forded  by  thofe  foreign  powers 
who,  in  oppofition  to  their  true  in- 
terefts,  had  courted  the  alliance' of 
that  enemy,  and  expensed  to  find 
fecurity  in  difgraceful  tranquillity.. 

Recent  events  had  ferved  alfo  to 
exculpate  thofe  who  had  been  ca¬ 
lumniated,  as  defirous  to  embrace 
their  principles  and  receive  their 
laws ;  and  in  Germany  they  had  left 
behind  them  nothing  but  the  memo¬ 
ry  of  wrongs  and  the  feelings  of  re* 
fentment.  Germany  had  furnifhed 
a  ftriking  inftance  of  fortitude  and 
perfeverance  ;  he  trufted  that  thefe. 
were  virtues  which  our  country  had 
not  to  learn  t  England  had  never 
fliown  itfelf  deficient  in  firmnefs 
and  magnanimity;  it  was  unrival¬ 
led  in  refource,  it  was  foremoft  in 
exertion,  and  it  had  only  to  main* 
tain  its  accuftomed  vigour  to  effe& 
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the  reftoration  of  general  tranquil¬ 
lity  upon  terms  coniifteut  with  the 
dignity  of  its  character  and  the 
fecurity  and  intereft  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Fox  fa  Id  a  few  words  in  ex¬ 
planation,  in  which  he  complained 
that  Mr.  Pitt  had  mifreprefented 
his  argument  refpebting  the  time 
for  negotiation.  He  did  not  ar¬ 
gue,  that,  becaufe  it  was  right  to 
negotiate  now,  it  was  right  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  at  any  former  period,  but, 
(and  he  had  not  altered  his  opinion 
from  any  thing  he  had  heard)  that, 
if  it  were  prudent  and  wife  to  lend 
an  ambaflador  to  Paris  now,  when 
the  French  had  carried  their  arms 
into  the  heart  of  Germany,  it 
would  not  have  been  uaftarbiy  and 
pulillanimons  to  have  adopted  that 
meafure  when  they  had  not  one 
foot  of  that  territory.  He  faid, 
that  he  ftill  retained  his  opinion 
refpedling  the  new  laws ;  and  when 
he  voted  for  the  addrefs,  he  did 
not  include  them  in  his  conftruc- 
tiori  of  that  part  of  it  in  which 
mention  is  made  of  the  wifdom 
and  energy  of  the  laws. 

The  queftion  upon  the  addrefs 
w?as  then  put,  and  carried  nemine 
ccntradicente . 

On  the  1 8th  of  October  the 
houfe  of  commons  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  to  eonfider  that 
claufe  of  his  majefty’s  fpeech  which 
alluded  to  the  intention  manifefted 
by  the  enemy  to  attempt  a  delcent 
on  thefe  kingdoms.  The  claufe 
being  read,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  obfervtd,  that,  after  the 
unanimous  vote  which  the  houfe 
had  given  upon  the  firft  day  of  the 
feffion,  and  their  univerfal  concur¬ 
rence  in  that  part  of  the  addrefs 
Which  refpe&ed  a  foreign  invaiion, 
it  would  be  iinfeecelTary  to  make 
any  apology  tot  calling  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fubjedt.  That  it  was 
the  dutv  of  every  one  to  exert  him- 
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felf  to  prevent  the  attempt  if  pof- 
fible,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
take  luch  meafures  of  defence  as 
lhould  caufe  the  invaiion,  if  it 
fhould  be  attempted,  to  terminate 
in  the  confulion  and  ruin  of  the 
enemy.  He  laid,  the  natural  de¬ 
fence  of  this  kingdom  was  its  na¬ 
val  lorce,  which,  at  that  moment, 
yras  more  formidable  than  ever  it 
had  been  at  any  other  period  in  the 
hi  dory  of  the  country.  But,  ftrong; 
and  powerful  as  it  was,  it  was 
capable  of  con  fide  rabie  increafe, 
could  an  additional  fuppiy  of  fea- 
men,  or  even  landfmen,  be  pro¬ 
cured.  For  this  purpoie  he  fug- 
gefted  a  levy  upon  the  different 
parifh.es  throughout  the  kingdom, 
an  expedient  1,roilar  to  that  winch 
had  been  pradhfed  with  fo  much 
fuccefs  about  two  years  before.  He 
oblered,  that  it  mu  ft  be  evident 
to  every  one,  that,  as  great  nnm-. 
ber  in  the  old  regiments  had  fallen 
in  the  defence  of  our  foreign  pof- 
feffions,  it  was  _  neceffary  to  adopt 
a  more  expeditious  mode  for  their 
completion  than  the  ordinary  me¬ 
thod  of  recruiting.  He  therefore 
propofed,  in  the  hr  ft  place,  a  levy 
of  fifteen  thou  fa  nd  men  from  the 
different  pari-flies  for  the  fea  fer- 
:  vice,  and  for  recruiting  the  regi- 
ments  of  the  line. 

In  digcfting  this^lan,  he  ,  faid* 
there  were  two  confiderations,  the', 
firft,  the  means  of  calling;  .together 
a  land  force,  fufficientlv  ftrong  to 
fruftrate  the  attempt,  keeping  our 
naval  force  entirely  out  of  view  ; 
and,  fecondly,  to  adopt  fiich  mea¬ 
fures  in  railing  this  force  as  fir  on  Id 
not  materially  Interfere  with  the 
induftry,  the  agriculture,  and  .the 
Commerce  of  the  country.  The 
primary  objedf  was  to  raife*  and 
gradually  to  train,  fuch  a  force  as 
might  in  a  fhort  time  be  fit  for 
fervice.  The  moft  expeditious,' 
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and  the  cheapeft  mode  of  attaining 
this  objeft,  was  that  of  railing  a 
fupplementary  levy  of  militia,  to 
be  grafted  upon  the  old  eftablifh- 
ment.  He  propofed,  that  this  fup- 
plement  fhould  confift  of  fixty 
thoufand  men,  not  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  called  out,  but  to  be  enrolled, 
officered,  and  gradually  trained,  fo 
as  to  be  fit  for  fervice  at  a  moment 
of  danger.  It  would  be  expedient 
to  regulate  the  future  levy,  not  by 
the  proportions  then  ex i fling,  but 
by  a  general  effimate  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  who  were  able  to  bear  arms. 
The  next  confederation  was  the 
manner  in  which  the  troops  were 
to  be  furnifhed,  which  he  thought 
ought  to  be  generally  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  that  an  obli¬ 
gation  fnould  be  impofed  upon 
thofe  who  fhould  be  balloted  either 
to  ferve  in  perfon,  or  to  find  a 
fubftitute;  and  the  better  to  pre- 
ferve  the  general  proportion,  that 
this  fubftitute  fhould  be  provided 
either  from  the  parifli  in  which  the 
perfon  balloted  fhould  refide,  or 
from  a  parifli  immediately  adjoin¬ 
ing.  He  propofed  to  train  only 
©ne-fixth  part  of  the  whole  at  one 
time,  by  which  only  ten  thoufand 
at  a  time  would  be  drawn  from 
their  ufual  occupations ;  confe- 
quently,  it  would  not  much  in¬ 
fringe  upon  the  general  order  of 
the  community.  Of  courfe  they 
were  to  be  provided  with  fome  fort 
of  uniform,  but  it  might  be  of  the 
coarfeft  kind,  and  fuch  as  might 
be  purchafed  at  a  fmall  expence'. 
A  fufhcient  number  of  arms  were 
alio  to  be  in  readinefs,  for  fupply- 
ing  each  man  in  the  moment  of 
danger.  x 

The  next  meafure  which  Mr. 
Pitt  fuggeiled  to  the  committee, 
was  to  provide  a  confiderable  force 
of  irregular  cavalry.  He  obferved, 
that  the  regular  cavalry  on  the 


eftablifliment  was  by  no  means 
confiderable,  and  that  the  yeomanry 
cavalry,  which,  from  their,  num¬ 
bers,  were  fufficiently  refpedtable, 
had  been  proved  to  be  highly  ufeful 
in  fecuring  the  quiet  and  maintain¬ 
ing  the  internal  tranquillity  ©f  the 
country.  But  with  a  view  to  re¬ 
pelling  an  invafion,  the  farther  this 
fpecies  of  force  was  extended,  the  - 
greater  advantage  was  likely  to  ac¬ 
crue  from  it.  Befides,  it  was  a 
fpecies  of  force  which  might  be 
provided  in  a  mode  that  would  be 
attended  with  little  expence  to  the 
public,  and  with  fmall  inconve¬ 
nience  to  individuals.  Pie  eftimat- 
ed  the  extent  of  the  irregular  caval¬ 
ry  by  the  number  of  horfes  which 
were  kept  for  pleafure  throughout 
the  kingdom.  By  purfuing  this 
mode,  the  burden  would  fall  upon 
thofe  only  who  had  a  confiderable 
ftake  in  the  country  to  defend.  By 
the  produce  of  the  horfe-tax,  the 
number  of  horfes  kept  for  pleafure 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
appeared  to  be  about  two  hundred 
thoufand.  He  therefore  propofed, 
that  every  perfon  who  kept  ten 
horfes  fhould  be  obliged  to  provide 
one  horfe  and  one  horfeman,  to 
ferve  in  a  corps  of  cavalry ;  that 
thofe  who  kept  more  than  ten 
fhould  provide  in  the  fame  propor¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  thofe  who  kept  fewer 
than  ten  fhould  form  themfelves 
into  claffes,  in  which  it  fhould  be 
decided  by  ballot  who,  at  the  com¬ 
mon  expence,  fhould  provide  the 
horfe  and  the  horfeman.  Thefe 
troops  to  be  provided  with  a  uni¬ 
form  and  accoiftrements,  formed 
into  corps,  and  put  under  proper 
officers. 

The  next  clafs  of  men  which 
the  minifter  regarded  as  proper  fub- 
jefts  for  defending  the  country  in 
cafe  of  invafion,  was  the  game- 
keepers,  He  therefore  propofed, 
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Shat  thofe  perfons  who  had  taken 
out  licences  to  (hoot  game,  or  de¬ 
putations  for  gamekeepers,  ftiould, 
within  a  certain  period,  be, at  li¬ 
berty  to  return  the  fame  if  they 
thought  proper;  but  if  after  that 
period  they  (hould  continue  their 
licences,  or  deputations  for  game- 
keepers,  then  they  (hould  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  find  fubftitutes.  He  obferved 
that  gentlemen  might  fmile  at  the 
idea  of  railing  a  force  by  fuch 
means:  but  that  fmile  would  be 
converted  into  furprize  when  they 
heard  that  the  number  of  perfons 
who  had  taken  out  thofe  licences 
was  7000.  The  whole  number  bf 
cavalry  which  he  propofed  to  raife 
by  the  means  he  had  mentioned, 
was  20,000. 

“  Thus,”  faid  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  “  have  I  pointed 
out  the  means  by  which  I  propofe 
to  raife  15,000  men,  to  be  divided 
between  the  land  and  the  fea  (Ser¬ 
vice;  to  raife  a  fupplemental  levy 
,  of  60,000'  for  the  militia,  and 
50,000  cavalry.”  He  concluded 
with  moving  u  that  a  bill  be 
brought  in  for  railing  a  certain 
number  of  men  in  the  feveral  coun¬ 
ties  of  Great  Britain  for  the  ffir- 
vice  of  his  majefty.” 

Mr.  Sheridan  (aid,  that  he  ex¬ 
pected  fome  explanation  would 
have  been  given  to  the  houfe  by 
his  majeftyhs  minifters,  of  the  ac¬ 
tual  neceffity  of  adopting  the  mea- 
fure  juft  propofed  by  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer.  The  houfe 
was  called  upon  to  impofe  heavy 
-burdens  upon  the  people,  and  to 
fufpend  the  labour  of  a  large  part 
of  the  community,  without  being 
convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  either. 
If  this  parliament,  he  faid,  were 
not  difpofed  to  imitate  the  conduCt 
pf  the  laft,  to  vote  the  money  of 
the  people,  and  to  inveft  minifters 
with  unbounded  powers  upon  their 
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bare  alfertions,  inftead  of  examin¬ 
ing  the  meafures  of  the  executive 
government  with  extreme  jealoufy, 
a  jealoufy  warranted  and  fan&ion- 
ed  by  the  conftitution,  they  would 
demand  fome  further  fatisfaCtion 
before  they  gave  their  unqualified 
aftent  to  a  project  fo  new  add  un¬ 
precedented.  He  contended,  that 
the  houfe  ought  to  know  that  the 
belief  of  minifters  of  the  danger  of 
an  invafion  was  well  founded  ;  and 
that  the  members  who  had  been  in 
the  laft  parliament  mull  remember 
how  often  minifters  had  in  other 
cafes,  and  under  different  pretences, 
created  alarms  merely  to  increafe 
their  own  power  ;  alarms  which  had 
been  proved  to  have  been  grburid- 
lefs.  If  minifters  confidered  the  idle 
rant  and  rhodomantade  fpeeches  of 
any  member  of  the  legislature  of 
France,  as  afufficient  manifeftatioli 
of  the  projed  of  an  invafion,  fuch 
grounds  were  too  light  and  unfub- 
ftantial  to  found  upon  them  mea¬ 
fures  of  fuch  importance,  and  re¬ 
plete  with  fuch  inconveniences  as 
the  prefen t.  The  idea  of  invalid! 
Was  by  ho  means  new  in  that 
houfe  ;  all  had  heard  of  invading 
France,  and  marching  to  Paris ;  a 
defign  exprefied  by  a  gentleman  of 
great  weight,  and  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  his  majefty’s  minifters, 

and  not  contradicted  bv  anv  mem- 
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ber  of  admjniftration,  but  e.ven  re¬ 
ceived  with  applaufe.  Though 
this  was  openly  a/Terted,  yet  the 
government  of  France  did  not  re¬ 
gard  the  aftertion  as  a  manifeftation 
of  an  intention  to  invade  France, 
or  adopt,  any  meafures  in  confe-, 
quence  of  it.  Mr.  Sheridan  thought 
it  extraordinary,  that,  while  reports 
prevailed  out  pf  doors  that  the 
French  had  experienced  defeats  in 
Germany,  that  they  were  likely  to 
experience  the  fam£  in  Italy,  and 
that  their  refources  were  nearly 
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handed,  that  at  fuch  a  period  mi- 
iiiders  dlould  come  forward  to  pro- 
pole  means  for  augmenting  the  in¬ 
ternal  force  of  the  nation  as  pre¬ 
paratory  to  repel  an  iuvadon  from 
France  while  in  fuch  a  date  of 
weaknefs.'  He  would  not  oppofe 
the  mode  which  the  minider  had 
propofed  of  railing  20,000  cavalry ; 
he  had  no  objeHion  to  fee  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  amnfe  themfelves  in 
Hyde-Park,  take  an  adtive  part  in 
the  war  ;  not  that  he  was  blind  to 
the  inconveniences  that  would  at¬ 
tend  the  execution  of  the  plan. 
There  was  another  part  of  the  mea- 
fure  to  which  he  had  a  greater  ob¬ 
jection  —  he  alluded  to  that  part 
which  related  to  game- keepers. — . 
Why  tkefe  men  fliould  be  fingled 
out,  he  knew  not ;  they  were  di- 
fjoerfed  through  the  country,  and  it 
Would  not  be  eafy  to  colled!  them 
together.  “  Why,”  faid  he,  “  be- 
xaufe  they  may  be  expert  in’  killing 
a  partridge,  are  we  to  luppofe  that 
they  are  better  calculated  than  others 
to  kill  a  Frenchman  r”  He  faw 
manv  difficulties,  but  in  this  choice 
of  difficulties  he  for  the  prefent  gave 
his  affient  to  the  p'-opofition. 

'  Mr.  Dundas,  after  obferving  (in 
contradi&ion  to  fome  hints  thrown 
out  by  Mr.  Sheridan)  that  the  lad 
parliament  would  ever  be  held  in 
the  hkhtd  education  for  its  gjori- 
ous  exertions  in  refcuingthis  coun¬ 
try  and  all  Europe  from  deftrucdion, 
fpoke  to  the  explanation  which 
that  gentleman  had  demanded  of 
his  .  majedy’s  miniders  refpedting 
the  propositions  then  before  the 
houfe.  He  contended,  that,  whe¬ 
ther  the  preparations  then  making- 
in  France  would  end  in  a  defeent 
upon  this  country  or  not,  was  im- 
poffible  to  determine  ;  dill  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  a  difpofition  to  make 
the  attempt  were  diffident  to  judi- 
fy  miniders  in  putting  the  nation 


into  a  podnre  of  defence.  He  gav£ 
it  as  his  private  opinion,  that  upon 
thefe  mean's  of  defence  it  depended 
whether  the  projected  in  v  ad  on 
would  be  carried  into  execution  or 
not.  By  diewing  that  every  thing 
had  been  done  to  fecure  our  in¬ 
ternal  fafetv,  we  demondrated  to 
the  enemy  the  ruin  with  which 
their  enterprize  would  be  attended, 
and  might  induce  them  to  abandon 
a  dedgn  which  prefented  no  hopes 
of  fnccefs. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  in  this  dage 
of  the  budnefs  it  was  not  the  duty 
of  any  man  to  make  oppofition  to 
the  meafure  propofed ;  but  from 
the  fenfe  he  had  of  the  general 
plan,  there  were  many  parts  of  it 
to  the  adoption  of  which  no  elo¬ 
quence  was  likely  to  reconcile  him. 
He  contended,  that  if  this  meafure 
was  necedary  to  be  adopted  under 
our  prefent  circu rn dances,  it  was 
alfo  necedary  to  have  been  adopted 
in  1 756,  in  1778,  in  1794,  and 
had  been  fit  in  every  period  in 
which  this  country  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  war.  But  for  the  necef- 
fity  of  this  dep  the  houfe  had  only 
the  authoritv  of  the  king’s  mini- 
ders,  on  whom  he  did  not  choofe 
to  rely.  With  refpedf  to  the  pa¬ 
negyric  pronounced  upon  the  lad 
parliament  by  the  miniderial  fide  of 
the  houfe,  Mr.  Fox  openly  declar¬ 
ed,  that  it  had  done  more.  mifcJiicf  to 
the  interejls  of  this  country  than 
any  other  that  had  ever  fitten 
in  it.  Fie  considered  it  as  a  curfe 
to  this  nation.  The  leading  prin¬ 
ciple  upon  which  it  added  was  that 
which  led  diredtly  to  complete  tle- 
fpotifm.  If  the  meafure  then  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  was  necedary  to  our 
fafety,  it  was  the  conduct  of  mini¬ 
ders,  and  of  a  confiding  parliament, 
which  had  rendered  it  fo. 

That  part  of  the  plan  which  re¬ 
ferred  to  game-keepers,  appeared  to 

him 
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him  to  be  a  ,  violent  and  unjuft 
meafure,  acting  upon  a  clafs  of  per- 
fons  who  contributed  eonfiderably 
towards  the  fupport  of  the  ftate. 
tie  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
he  fhpuld  oppol'e  fome  parts  of  the 
plan  when  it  came  before  the  ho  life 
in  detail. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
replied  to  the  arguments  made  ufe 
of  by  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Fox. 
He  was  fup ported  in  his  propofition 
by  Sir  William  Pulteney,  Mr*  El- 
ford,  and  by  Mr.  ferjeant  Adair  ; 
he  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Sheridan, 
Mr.  Fox,  and  by  Mr.  Cunven. 

The  firft  refolution  was  agreed 
to  :  the  fecond  refolution  refpebl- 
ing  the  augmentation  of  the  militia 
was  alfo  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  order¬ 
ed  to  be  prepared, and  brought  in 
for  that  purpofe.  The  third  refo- 
Intion  for  railing  a  proyiftonal  force 
of  cavalry  was  alfo  ordered  to  be 
thrown  into  the  form  of  a  bill  and 
introduced  into  the  houfe. 

This  meafure  came  again  before 
the  commons  on  the  25th  of 
Obtober,  when  the  bill  for  railing 
a  certain  number  of  men  in  the 
feverai  counties  of  the  kingdom  for 
the  fervice  of  the  army  and  navy, 
palled  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  and  was  ordered  to  be  print¬ 
ed. 

The  bill  for  encreafing  the  mi¬ 
litia,  &c.  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
immediately.  Mr.  Role  moved, 
that  it  be  an  inftru&lon  to  the  com¬ 
mittee. that  they  might  have  power 
to  make  pro vi lion  in  the  hill  for 
enrolling  in  the  militia  all  perfons 
who  were  game-keepers.  .  He  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  that  it  was  propofed, 
that  all  per  fobs  who  had  deputations 
for  keeping  game  fhould  be  enrolled 
in  cafe  of  necefiity,  unlefs  they 


fhould  at  a  given  day  give  up  their 
deputations ;  but  they  fhould  not  be 
called  upon  unlefs  the  militia  fhould 
be  embodied.  He  then  brought  up 
a  claufe  refpebfing  game-keepers. 
Fie  faid  it  was  meant  to.  a  {feel  only 
game-keepers  who  were  really  and 
abhiallv  ferving  as  fuch  ;  for  that 
gentlemen  taking  out  their  licence 
to  fport.  fliould  have  power  to  find 
a  fubftitute,  to  be  approved  of  by 
the  lord,  lieutenant.  The  claufe 
propofed  by  Mr.  Rofe  was  then 
read,  and  made  part  of  the  bill, 
which  then  palled  the  committee. 

On  the  31ft  of  Obtober,  upon  a 
motion  for  re-committing  the  mi¬ 
litia  bill,  a  debate  of  con  Inferable 
length  took  place,  when  Mr.  Cur- 
wen  oppofed  it  with  great  ftrengih 
of  argument  and  elegance  of  ex- 
preltion.  He  regarded  the  meafure 
then  before  the  houfe  as  a  fcheme 
to  perpetuate  that  fyftem  of  delu- 
fion  which  adminiftratiqn  had  fa 
fuccefsfullypra  billed  for  their  own 
purpofes  of  innovation  and  oppref- 
fion.  It  feemed  ft range  that  fuch 
fteps  fliould  be  propofed  at  the 
moment  a  negotiation  was  on  foot, 
the  favourable  termination  of  which 
he  hoped  nothing  would  occur  on 
the  part  of  this  country  to  obftrubl. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  exer¬ 
tions  which  the  country  was  then 
called  upon  to  make,  were  defigned 
by  minifters  for  other  purpofes  than 
thofe  they  had  avowed.  The  ftate 
of  the  continent* was  certainly  not 
fo  alarming  as  it  had  been  at  feme 
former  peri  op!  s,  and  our  navy  was 
reprefented  in  his  majefty's  fpeech 
as  having  blocked  up  the  enemy’s 
fleets  in  their  own  ports  for  a  can- 
fiderabie  part  of  the  year  Upon 
what  then  did  our  fears  of  invafion 
reft  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
contended,  that  every  member  of 
that  hoiife  mu  ft  feel  a  difpofition 
B  3  to 
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to  act  upon  that  pledge  which  they 
had  To  folemnly  given  oh  a  former 
night  in  the  add  refs,  to  negleft  no 
meafure  to  repel  the  danger  to 
which  the  country  ivas  expoied 
from  the  threatened  invafion.  The 
members  had  been  told  by  thofe  in 
a  refponflbie  fltuation,  that  mini- 
fter's  knew  enough  from  intelligence 
to  which  they  gave  credit,  to  ren¬ 
der  it  neceflary  for  them  to  apprize 
the  country  of  its  danger,  and  to 
call  upon  it  to  exert  its  means  of 
defence. 

Mr.  Fox  and  fir  James  Pulteney 
fpoke  againff  the  hid-  The  former 
gentleman  obferved,  that  there  was 
room  to  doubt  the  aflertions  of 
minifters  upon  that  occafion,  be- 
caufe  there  had  been  no  ground  for 
the  original  alarm  which  they  had 
raifed  in  1792.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  rofe  again  and  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  if  the  honfe  agreed  to 
the  meafure  by  adopting  the  pre- 
fent  bill,  he  thought  not  a  moment 
fhould  be  loft,  but  that  this  and  the 
other  bills  fhould  be  pafled  as  fpeed- 
ily  as  poffible.  For  this  purpofe 
he  propofed  to  pafs  them  merely  in 
the  outline,  with  a  claufe  in  each, 
empowering  the  houfe  to  amend 
any  'part  or  parts  of  them  at  any 
time  during  the  prefent  feftion.  He 
faid  a  few  words  at  the  fame  time 
on  the  bill  for  embodying  game- 
keepers,  which  had  been  much 
mifunderflood.  It  had  been  fup- 
pofed  that  they  were  to'  be  embo¬ 
died  and  called  out  to  be  trained 
as  the  other  parts  of  the  militia 
W*;re;  but  the  cafe  was  otherwife, 
for,  as  they Were  alreadv  very  ex¬ 
pert  at  the  ufe  of  the  firelock,  there 
would  be  no  occafion  to  call  them 
but  till  an  invafion  fhould  a  dually 
take  place,  when  they  would  be 
found  a  very  u fefu  1  body' p r men . 

On  the  iff  of  November,  oh  the 
report  of  the  fupplerhjmfary  militia 
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bill,  feveral  amendments  were  pro- 
pofed  and  adopted.  The  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  upon  this  oc¬ 
cafion,  introduced  a  claufe  to  ex¬ 
empt  perfons  belonging  to  the  ar¬ 
tillery  company  and  the  cinque- 
port  corps  from  the  operation  of 
the  bill,  together  with  feveral  other 
aiTociated  corps. 

On  the  claufe  propofing  that  the 
operation  of  the  bill  fhould  conti¬ 
nue  during  the  war,  and  three 
months  after,  Mr.  Sheridan  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  it  was  probable  that 
the  war  might  flill  be  protracted 
long  after  any  alarm  of  invafion 
had  ceafed.  This  bill  was  only  in¬ 
tended  fp  fecure  the  country  from 
the  dangers  of  invafion.  He  there¬ 
fore  propofed,  that  the  bib  fhould 
continue  only  two  months  in  force 
after  the  rfteeting  of  the  next  feffipn 
of  parliament.  To  this  Mr.  Pitt 
replied,  that  when  once  the  men 
had  been  trained  for  twenty  days9 
the  hardiliips,  with  refp'ed  to  them1 
ceafed ;  it  could  therefore  be  no  in¬ 
convenience  to  retain  them  on  the 
footing  prbpofed  by  the  bills.  To 
keep  them,  when  once  balloted,  in 
readinefs  to  be  called  out  in  cafe  of 
emergency  during  the1  war,  might 
be  a  fource  of  additional  ftrength 
and  confidence  to' the  country.  The 
amendment  of  one  month  after  the 
war  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Sheridan  propofed  an  amend-' 
rhent  in  the  bill,  fbr  the  purpofe  of 
doing  away  a  diftindion  in  con'fe- 
quence  of  a  difference  of  religion^ 
In  the  oath  taken  by  thofe  who 
fervcd  in  the  militia,  they  were  re¬ 
quired  to  {wear  that  they  were  pro- 
teftants.  This  was  an  excluftori  of 
Roman  catholics,  incdnfiftent  with 
the  liberality  or  the  age.  We  ought 
to  recoiled  how  rfiany  of  that  de- 
fcription'  were  in  Ireland,  whom  it 
was  policy  in  minifters  to  conci¬ 
liate.  Fie  then  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment 


n 


FOREIGN  HISTORY, 


ment  to  that  purpofe ;  but  he  was 
informed  by  the  fpeaker  that  it  was 
then  tdo  late  to  introduce  an  amend¬ 
ment,  but  that  he  would  have  an 
opportunity  on  the  third  reading. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  the  next  day;  if  engrpfTed. 
Accordingly,  on  the  2d  of  Novem¬ 
ber  it  was  brought  up ;  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  moved 
a  claufe  to  allow  a  provifion  to  be 
made,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  ma- 
giftrates,  for  the  families  of  thofe 
who  ferved  under  this  bill,  for  the 
twenty  days  during  which  they 
were  called  out  to  be  difciplined. 
After  fome  difcuffion  upon  an  a- 
mendment  propofed  by  Sir  William 
Young,  which  was  negatived,  that 
of  Mr.  Pitt  was  adopted,  which, 
together  with  one  or  two  more  al¬ 
terations,  were  included  in  a  rider, 
which  was  annexed  to  the  bill,  and 
the  bill,  in  its  amended  Hate,  fent  to 
the  lords  for  their  concurrence. 

As  the  bill,  however,  after  it  had 
palled,  was  found  not  Capable  of 
being  underflood.,  fo  as  to  be  carried 
into  execution,  on  the  13th  of  De¬ 
cember  Mr.  Pitt  again  moved,  “That 
leave  be  given  to  explain  and  amend 
the  fupplementary  militia  bill.” 
Mr.  F  ox  faid,  that  in  dead  of  ^  ex¬ 
plain  and  amend,”  he  fhould  move 
to  have  infected  the  word  “  repeal,” 
He  conceived  the  bill  to  be  fo  ob- 
jedlionable,  that  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  faying,  that  it  would  be  wading 
the  time  of  the  houfe  to  enter  into 
a  detail  upon  the  fubjedi.  He  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  houfe,  whether,  after 
what  they  had  heard  of  what  took 
place  in  Northamptonlhire,  and 
■various  other  places,  they  were  not 
convinced  it  was  a  meafure  which 
tad  excited  a  general  difcontent  in 
the  country.  He  concluded  with 
moving  the  repeal,  and  was  fecond- 
ed  by  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor.  General 
T^rleton  faid?  that  the  fkuation  of 


the  country  was  then  very  different 
from  what  it  had  been  fome  months 
before  ;  that  the  defeats  which  the 
French  had  received  had  deranged 
every  plan  of  invasion.  The  real 
mode  of  fecuring  the  country  was 
to  render  the  people  contented,  hap¬ 
py  and  free,  inftead  of  haraffing 
them  with  unnecelfary  burdens.  Sir 
William  Pulrenev  and  fir  William 
Geary  fpoke  in  favour  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
motion  ;  and  that  of  Mr.  Fox  was 
negatived  without  a  divifion.  Ort 
the  23d  of  December  the  report  of 
the  amended  bill  was  taken  into, 
further  consideration  by  the  houfe, 
and  the  different  amendments  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Wilberforce  brought  up 
a  fimilar  claufe  to  that  which  Mr. 
Sheridan  had  propofed  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  bill,  namely,  that  the  words  “  t 
fwear  that  I  am  a  proteftant,”  fhould 
be  erafed  from  the  form  of  oaths 
adminiftered  to  thofe  who  fhould 
be  balloted  to  ferve  in  the  fupple¬ 
mentary  militia.  This  claufe  -was 
then  read  and  made  part  of  the  bill, 
which  was  read  a  third  time  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day. 

On  the  1  ft  of  November  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  rofe? 
for  the  purpofe  of  fuggefling,  be¬ 
fore  the  order  of  the  day  for  going- 
into  a  committee  on  the  cavalry, 
bill  was  read,  that  it  might  be  con¬ 
venient  to  difcufs  feparateiy  the 
two  queftions  that  arofe  on  this 
bill,  namely,  on  the  railing  of  the 
cavalry  in  general,  and  on  the  claufe 
for  embodying  the  game-keepers. 
Though  he  had  by  no  means  relin- 
quifhed  either  of  thofe  objects, yet, 
as  they  might  be  oppofed,  and  as 
they  were  not  in  their  efjence  ne~ 
ceffarily  cpnnedied,  it  might  pofii- 
bly  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  conve¬ 
nience  to  divide  them.  Therefore,, 
after  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
recommitment  had  been  read,  he 
moved,  “  That  it  be  an  inflrudtion 
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to  the  committee  to  divide  the  con¬ 
fide  ratio's  of  the  bill  into  two  lepa- 
rate  parts,  if  they  fhould  think  pro¬ 
per.”  The  cavalry  bill  then  pafTed 
through  the  committee.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  fa  id-,  that  it 
having  been  the  fenfe  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  that  part  of  the  bill  re¬ 
lating  to  game-keepers  fhould  be 
formed  into  a  feparate  bill,  he  fhould 
then  move  for  leave  to  bring  it  in, 
and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  its  being  read  a  firft  and 
fecond  time,  and  committed  the 
next  day.  Leave  was  given  to  pre¬ 
pare  aifd  bring  in  the  fame. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  when 
the  report  of  the  cavalry  bill  was 
brought  lip  and  the  firft  part  of  it 
read,  general  Tarleton  Laid,  that  he 
was  decidedly  againft  the  meafure. 
He  entered  into  an  hiftorical  detail 
of  the  conduct  of  our  anceftors 
upon  fimilar  occafions,  and  com¬ 
pared  their  meafures  with  thole 
which  werenow  intended.  He  no¬ 
ticed  the  preparations  which  were 
made  when  the  nation  was  menaced 
in  the  years  1688,  1  71  3,  i  7 18,  1  743, 
1736,2nd  1 759.  Hedefirfcd the  houfe 
to  look  to  the  fituation  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  1796.  At  r he  prefent  moment 
there  were  100,000  men  in  arms 
well  affected  to  their  country,  and 
a  navy  equal  to  our  utmoft  naval 
flrength  at  any  period  in  the  annals 
of  England.  He  gave  his  opinion 
ref  pectin g  the  danger  of  invafion ; 
there  were  thsee  points  on  the  coaft 
of  France  from  whence  a  defeent 
might  !  e  made  ;  from  Dunkirk  to 
Bred  there  was  no  opportunity  of 
collecting  troops,  and  the  coaft  was 
unfavourable.  From  Breft  to  the 
weftern  coafts,  the  fit;  arion  was 
advantageous  for  a  defeent  upon 
Ireland,  or  an  expedition  againft 
our  pofTcffions  in.  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  but  was  not  calculated  for 
an  invafion  of  England.  From 
Dunkirk  to  the  Texel  there  were 


great  conveniences  for  the  collect* 
log  and  embarkation  of  troops,  e- 
fpecially  fince  Holland  had  become 
the  ally  of  France;  but,  inftead  of 
pouring  troops  into  this  quarter, 
the  troops  in  Holland,  formerly 
under  Bourronvilie,  had  been  de¬ 
tached  to  re-inforce ;  their  different 
armies,  fothat  any  apprehenfion  of 
invafion,  from  a  proper  confidera- 
tjon  of  the  eircumftances,  would  be 
in  a  great  meafqredone  away* 

Mr.  Fox  urged  the  fame  argu¬ 
ments  againft  the  cavalry  bill  as  he 
had  done  againft  the  fupplementary 
qiiiitia  bilj.  He  contended,  that 
minifters  might  expand  millions  af¬ 
ter  millions  ;n  preparing  againft; 
threats,  which  were  never  intended 
to  be  executed  ;  and  fhould  the  ene¬ 
my  difeover  this  to  be  their  difpo- 
fition,  they  might  complete  our  ruiq 
without  much  danger  or  expence 
to  themfelves.  Mr-  Sheridan  joined 
with  Mr.  Fox  in  the  fame  train  of 
argument  which  had  been  made 
ufe  of  before.  They  were  oppofed 
on  the  minifterial  fid^by  Mr,  Ryder; 
and  Mr.  Wjlberforce,  who  contend¬ 
ed  for  the  necelftty  of  the  mea- 
ftire. 

The  houfe  divided  on  the  quef- 
tion. 

Ayes  (for  receiving  the  report)  104 
Noes  (againft  it)  '  -  -  -  3 q 

The  leport  and  amendments  be¬ 
ing  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 
On  the  4th  of  November  Mr.  Bid* 
dulph  propofed  a  rider  to  be  added 
to  the  bill ;  but  his  claufe  was  ne¬ 
gatived,  and  one  propofed  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was 
adopted.  The  bill  was  then  paffed. 

The  game-keepers’  bill,  which 
at  firlt  was  a  part  of  the  cavalry 
bill,  was  brought  into  the  com¬ 
mons  by  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  2d  of  No¬ 
vember,  and  went,  in  fubftance,  to 
enable  his  majefty  to  require  the 
perfonal  fervice  of  1 5,000  men,  of 
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tjje  defeription  therein  mentioned. 
Mr.  Sheridan  objected  wholly  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  as  being 
one  totally  unknown  to  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  . country,  and  of  the 
rnofl  dangerous  tendency.  It  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  read  a 
fecohd  time  the  next  day.  But  on 
the  2d  of  December,  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  faid  he  did  not 
mean  to  trouble  the  houfe  further 
\yith  this  bill  -at  prefent  ;  and  it  was 
therefore  poftponed  for  fix  months. 

The  army  and  navy  augmenta¬ 
tion  bill,,  another  branch  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  he  r^s  plan,  was  taken  into  confi- 
deratioa  by  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  on  the  3d  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  was  afterwards  divided  in¬ 
to  two  bills.  It  was  propofecj  in 
them,,  among  other  things,  that  the 
number  of  men  to  be  raifed  fhould 
be  for  the  navy  6,000,  for  the  army 
•  9,000.  On  the  next  day,  when  the 
report  was  brought  up,  fome  claules 
were  propofed  by  the  lord  advocate 
;of  Scothpid.  Mr.  Frafer  faid,  he 
wifhed  that  fome  principle  of  pro-, 
portion  fhould  be  adopted,  that  the 
burden  might  fall  fairly  upon  the 
refpedfive  counties.  The  quotas 
bore  no  proportion  to  the  land-tax 
and  the  population  of  the  counties. 
-Sir  John  Sinclair  had  made  (fatidi¬ 
cal  accounts  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
parifhcs  of  Scotland ;  and  from  thofe 
it  appeared,  that  the  general  popu¬ 
lation  of  that  kingdom  had  increafed 
.300,000.  He  wifhed  a  claufe  to 
be  introduced  relative  to  the  High¬ 
landers,  a  brave,  hardy,  and  fer- 
viceable  race,  who  were  much  at¬ 
tached  to  their  chiefs,  and  would 
therefore  be  much  hurt  in  being 
forced  to  ferve  under  other  com¬ 
manders;  hence  he  wifhed  a  provi- 
;  (ion  might  be  made  for  permitting 
fhem  to  ferve  under  their  particular 
chieftains.  The  lord  advocate  of 
Scotland  thought  it  would  be  almoft 


impoflihle  to  make  a  legiflative  pro- 
vifion  to  that  purpofe,  but  was  af- 
fured  that  his  majefty’s  fervants 
would  grant  every  poffible  indul¬ 
gence. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time  and,  pafted,  and  then  ordered 
to  be  carried  to  the  lords  by  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  fthe 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  'to  ex¬ 
plain  and  amend  the  cavalry  ; 
leave  was.  given,  and  the  bill 
brought  in  accordingly. 

Thefe  bills  for  augmenting  the 
internal  force  of  the  kingdom,  were 
refpedively  carried  up  to  the  houfe 
of  lords,  where  the  difcuflions  upon 
them  were  neither  loim  nor  intereft- 

On  the  2d  of  November  the  fup- 
plementary  militia  bill  was.  brought 
from  the  commons  and  read  a  hr  ft 
time  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  the  fame 
month  it  was  head  a  third  time  and 
paded,  and  a  me  flag  e  was  lent  to 
the  commons,  to  acquaint  them 
therewith.  On  the  fame  day  the 
ca  valry  bill  was  read  a.  fecond  time, 
and  the  bill  for  railing  a  certain 
number  of  men  for  the  fervice  of 
the  army  and  navy  of  Eng’and,  and 
the  bill  for  railing  men  for  the  like 
fervice  in  Scotland,  went  throuoh 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
lord  Walflngham  in  the  chair. 

The  upper  houfe  made  fome 
amendments  in  the  fupplementary 
.militia  bill,  which  were  agreed  to 
by  the  commons  on  the  29th  of 
December. 

On  the  30th  of  December  the 
royal  aflent  was  gi  ven  by  com  mi  f- 
(ion  to  the  county  quota,  provifion- 
al  cavalry,  and  militia  augmenta¬ 
tion  explanatory  bills.  Near  the 
end  of  the  feffton  a  bill  was  intro¬ 
duced  for  allowing  Roman  catho¬ 
lics,  and  proteftant  diflentefs,  to 
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ferve  ns  officers  in  the  fupplemen- 
tary  militia,  but  was  thrown  out  by 
the  houfe  of  lords  upon  the  fecond 
reading,  on  the  nth  of  July. 

On  that  day  lord  Kenyon  rofe 
and  wifhed  their  lordftiips  not  to 
pafs  a  bill  which  tended  in  a  great 
meafure  to  alter  the  common  laws 
of  the  land,  and  trench  upon 
the  tejt  aft  :  he  moved,  that  the 
bill  ffiould  be  read  that  day  three 
months. 

The  bidiop  of  Rocheder  con¬ 
tended  for  the  'motion,  and  ex- 
reded  his  furprize  that  a  bill  fhould 
e  introduced  during  the  dog-days 
■which  affefted  the  bulwark's  of  the 
confbtution,  and  which  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  above  one  hundred  years 

nil  !!■  -  I  I-  — I ■—  n-r-Ti  i  I  ~  I  -n-  1— 1~ 


had  proved  to  be  ferviceable  to 
guard  agai  n  ft  the  defigns  of  the  va¬ 
rious  fedlaries  and  diflenters  from 
the.  eftablifhed  church  of  England. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  bill;  but,  upon  a 
dividon  of  the  houfe,  it  was  re¬ 
medied  by  23  againft  6. 

On  the  2d  of  June  a  bill  was 
introduced  into  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by  Mr.  fecretary  Dundas,  for 
railing  and  embodying  a  militia  ip 
Scotland,  which  was  foon  after¬ 
wards  paded  into  a  law ;  a  law 
which  was  found  afterwards  by  the 
magiftrates  to  be  exceedingly  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  people  of  Scotlands 
and  which  they  were  compelled  to 
enforce  by  the  mulket  and  bayonet. 


CHAP.  ir. 


The  Financial  Proceedings  of  the  Sejfon.  Army  and  Navy  Eft  mates.  De¬ 
bates  upon  thefe  Subjects.  S unis  voted.  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army . 
The  firjt  Budget.  Supplies ,  and  Ways  and  Means.  Loyalty  Loan. 
7 he  Sums  for  which  Intcrefl  was  to  be  provided .  New  Taxes ,  Money 
fent  to  the  Emperor.  Debates  upon  that  Subjeft.  Declared  to  be  unconfi- 
tutional  when  Jent  without,  the  Confent  of  Parliament.  The  Members  for 
the  City  of  London  infrufted  by  their  C.onfUtuents  te  oppofe  the  M infer 
upon  this  Subjeft.  A  Note  of  Cenfure  propofed  and  negatived.  Account  of 
the  fecond  Budget.  Supplies ,  and  Ways  and  Means ,  according,  to  the  two 
Budgets ,  for  the  Year  1797.  Terms  of  the  fecond  Loan  of  Eighteen  Mil¬ 
lions.  Summary  of  the  New  Taxes .  Debates  upon  the  fecond  Budget. 
Subftitutes  for  fome  propofed  Taxes.  Sums  propofed  to  be  fent  to  Ireland 
and  to  the  Emperor.  Debates  upon  that  Subjeft,  The  Houfe  informed  that, 
no  further  Sums  were  to  be  lent  to  the  Emperor  on  account  of  the  Prelimina¬ 
ries  of  Peace ,  & c.  Loan  Bill  read  a  fecond  Time  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords . 
Portion  given  with  the  Princef  Royal.  Relief  propofed  to  the  Subfcmberi 
to  the  Loyalty  Loan.  Navy  and  Exchequer  Bills.  India  Budget. 


AFTER  providing  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  nation,  thefub- 
ject  which  of  neceffity  next  occu¬ 
pied  the  attention  of  minifters  was 
the  raidng  of  the  fupplies. 

On  the  2  iff  of  Odtober,  1796, 
the  army  efUmates  were,  uppn  the 


motion  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
a  committee  of  fupply.  The  ho¬ 
nourable  fecretary  obferved,  that, 
the  papers  on  the  table  contained 
all  that  was  neceflary  to  enable  the 
committee  to  judge  of  the  army 
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expences  for  this  year.  He  ob- 
feryed,  that  as  it  would  be  recol¬ 
lected  that  a  diminution  in  the 
number  of  troops  on  the  eftablifh- 
jnent  had  taken  place  laft  year, 
from  which  a  faving  of  8oo,ooob 
arofe,  it  would  not  be  expeded 
that  any  confiderable  diminution 
would  take  place  in  the  amount 
of  the  prefent  eftimates. 

The  whole  force  of  this  country, 
confiding  of  the  common  cliftribu- 
tfon  of  guards  and  garrifons,  and 
colonies  and  plantations,  amounted 
to  195,674  men,  the  expence  of 
which  would  amount  to  5,190,0001. 
fo  that  it  would  appear  that' the  ex¬ 
pence  of  this  year  would  not  ex¬ 
ceed  that  of  the  lad,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  would  fall  fhort  of  it  by 
the  film  of  168,426?..®  The  home 
army,  and  the  army  abroad,  were 
to  be  underftood  by  the  general  di- 
vifion  of  guards  and  garrifons,  co¬ 
lonies  and  plantations.  The  army 
at  home  amounted  to  60,765  men, 
from  which  arofe  an  excels,  above 
laft  year,  of  1 1,546  me*.  The  army 
abroad,  excepting  thofe  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  which  came  u'hdera  feparate 
defcription,  amounted  to  64,276 
men ;  of  courfe  there  was  a  diminu¬ 
tion  of  about  13,641  men  on  this 
head  fince  laft  year,  which  upon  the 
whole  force  was  but  a  trifling  dimi¬ 
nution.  There  was  a  fmall  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  invalids,  from  the 
circumftance  of  calling  upon,  and 
drafting  the  out-penfioners  who 
were  capable  of  ferving.  He  then 
proceeded  to  move  his  flrft  resolu¬ 
tion  “  That  there  be  employed  for 
the  land  fervice  of  this  year  the 
number  of  195,000  men. 

General  Tarleton  faid,  he  had  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  honourable  fecreta- 
ry  at  war  would  have  gone  more 
into  detail.  Laft  year  the  troops 
in  pay  amounted  to  119,000.  The 
cxpences  of  the  prefent  year  were 


ftated  for  thefe  troops  at  5  millions 
and  upwards.  Confidering  the  dift 
proportion  between  thefe  ftate- 
ments,  a  houfe  of  commons  ought 
to  be  watchful  over  the  aCts  of  mi» 
nifters,  but  efpecialiy  a  new  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  fhould  add  the  refult  of 
the  articles  omitted,  amounting  to 
580,000b  to  the  fum  of  the  efti¬ 
mates  of  this  year,  arifing  from  the 
articles  on  the  table.  .  He  was  hap¬ 
py,  to  find,  that,  at  a  period  when 
fears  of  an  invafion  were  entertain¬ 
ed,  we  had  fuch  a  force  as  6q,ooo 
nren  at  home,  and  that  the  army  in 
the  colonies  amounted  to  fo  large  a 
body.  He- thought  the  article  of 
360,000b  ftated  as  the  charge  for 
the  recruiting  fervice,  was  fuperflu- 
ous,  when  minifters,  upon  the  alarm 
of  invafion  which  they  held  out, 
were  to  abandon  the  old  mode  of 
raifing  men  by  beat  of  drum,  and  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  mode  of  requi- 
fition  for  the  troops  which  were  to 
be  raifecb  He  fpoke  of  the  militia, 
with  the  higheft  refpeCl,  but  thought 
that  the  cuftom  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  officers  of  each  corps 
employing  a  man  as  their  fervant, 
and  engaging  of  batmen  in  menial 
capacities,  were  obftrudions  to  his 
majefty’s  fervice,  and  ought  to  be 
abolifhed.  He  contended,  that  if 
the  extraordinaries,  fuch  as  bar¬ 
racks,  &c.  were  added,  the  whole 
expence  of  the  army  this  year  would 
not  fall  lhort  of  that  of  laft  year, 
which  amounted  to  as  much  as  the 
whole  revenue  of  this  country  did 
in  the  year  previous  to  the  war. 
This  was  a  fad-  which  ought  to  be 
attended  to,  efpecialiy  by  a  new 
parliament.  If  the  army  coft  fo 
much,  how  were  the  other expences 
to  be  paid.  With  thefe  fads  be¬ 
fore  them,  furely  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people  ought  to  aban¬ 
don  the  idea  of  raifing  fuch  an  ad¬ 
ditional  force  as  103,000  men,  with¬ 
out 
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out  the  exigence  of  any  danger  be¬ 
ing  even  remotely  proved.  General 
Tarieton  then  made  fome  obferva- 
tions  relative  to  the  achievements, 
mentioned  in  his  majefty’s  fpeech, 
by  our  troops  in  different  parts 
of  the  world.  Confidering  the  ex¬ 
pence  with  which  the  armament 
for  the  Weft  Indies  had  been  at¬ 
tended,  and  alfo  the  prefent  ftate 
of  our  Blands  there,  he  favv  no  great 
caufe  for  exultation  ;  we  had  rather 
borrowed  from  our  allies  than  con¬ 
quered  from  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Fox  having  made  fome  re- 
marks  relative  to  the  treaty  with  the 
Maroons,  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  role, 
and  gave  to  the  houfe  an  hiftorical 
account  of  the  late  war  between 
thofe  people  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Jamaica.  The  Maroon  negroes,  he 
laid,  were  defcendants  of  the  Spa- 
inlh  negroes,  who,  when  the  illand 


furrendered  to  theEnglifh  in  1655, 

took  to  the  woods.  In  the  account 

which  general  Venables  tranfmitted 

to  government  of  thefe  people,  they 

were  reprefented  as  wild  andlavvlefs 

lavages,  who  had  no  moral  fenfe;  on 

whom  neither  perfualions  nor  gen- 

tlenefs  could  make  any  impreliion, 

and  with  whom  it  was  importable  to 

come  to  anv  treaty.  Thev  were 
*  *  J 

therefore  left  in  poffeffion  of  the 
interior  country,  and  continued 
mailers  of  it  for  near  a  century, 
murdering,  without  mercy,  all  f;.i ch 
white  perfons  as  attempted  to  make 
any  fettlem.ents  near  them. 

He  then  entered  into  a  hiflorv  of 
the  late  war  with  thefe  people,  near¬ 
ly  as  it  was  ft  a  ted  in  our  preceding 
volume. 

After  this  digrelfton,  the  houfe 
voted  the  following  fums  : 
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For  the  charge  of  60,765  effective  men  for 
and  garni  Tons 

For  forces  in  the  plantations,  &c. 

For  difference  between  Britifti  and  Irifh 
forces  for  fervice  abroad 

For  recruiting  regiments  in  India  - 
For  contingencies  for  land  forces'  ~  - 

For  charge  of  general  and  Half  officers  - 
lor  charge  of  embodied  militia  and  fencible  infantry 
For  contingencies  for  ditto  -  _  _ 

For  clothing  for  ditto  -  -  _  ... 

For  charge  of  fencible  cavalry  - 
For  allowance  to  ditto  -  1  .  _ 


& 

s. 

cl 

1,505,905 

1 

0 

1,411,23 1 

*9 

5 

40,096 

9 

9 

13*335 

18 

0 

360,000 

0 

0 

94,195 

4 

0 

950, 441 

3 

6 

210,000 

0 

0 

1 12,81 1 

0 

0 

397,734 

4 

2 

95,000 

0 

0 

The  houfe  being  refumed,  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
on  the  Mohday  following.  On 
that  day  the  report  was  brought  up 
accordingly,  and  agreed  to.  ** 

On  the  2d  of  December  the  houfe 
refoived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
fupply,  when  the  fecretary  at  war 
obfefved,  that  the  eftimates  upon 
the  table  were  fo  much  matter  of 
courfe,  and  fo  little  differe.it  from 


thofe  of  laft  year,  that  he  did  not 
conceive  it  was  neceffary  for  him 
to  fay  more  than  to  move  the 
different  refolhtions  meant  to  be 
founded  upon  them.  The  fir  ft  of 
which  was,  that  the  fumof  70,0061. 
be  granted  for  horfes’  furniture,  &c. 
for  the  year  1  797. 

General  Tarieton  faid,  that,  when 
the  army  eftimates  were  firll  brought 
forward,  he  had  remarked  that  the 

articles 

.. .  ,  ,  .  v  j 
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articles  which  had  been  omitted 
would  amount  to  580,0001.  but,  in 
i  11ft ice  to  his  own  moderation  in 

r  - 

that  ftatement,  he  was  bound  now 


to  obferve,  that  they  amounted  to 
707,0001. 

The  whole  Turns  granted  this  day 
wtr'e  as  follows  : 


For  allowance  to  reduced  American  officers  - 
Upon  account  of  ditto  ------ 

For  Scotch  roads 

For  allowance  to  reduced  horfe-guards 
For  reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines 
For  increafed  rates  of  fubftftence  for  quartering  foidiers 
For  full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers  - 
For  officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  States-General 
For  allowance  to  paymafter-general,  fecretary  at 
war,  &c. 

For  ordinary  of  the  navy  - 

For  building  and  re-building  {hips  of  wrar 

For  ordnance  land  fervice  not  provided  for  in  1795 

For  ordnance  fea  fervice  not  provided  in  1795  ~ 

For  ordnance  land  fervice  not  provided  for  in  1796 
For  the  civil  eftabliftiment  of  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada 

For  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia 
For  the  civil  eftabliftiment  of  New  Brunfwick 
For  the  civil  eftabliftiment  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
in  America 

For  the  civil  eftabliftiment  of  Cape  Breton 
For  ditto  of  the  Bahama  iflands 
For  ditto  of  Newfoundland 
For  ditto  of  New  South  Wales  • 

For  the  faiary  of  the  chief  juftice  of  Bermudas 
For  ditto  of  Dominica  -  -  • 
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1  70,000 

0 

O 

7,50° 

0 

O 

52G°° 
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1 18,874 
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1 80,000 

0 

O 

136,675 

0 

O 

1000 

0 

O 

i36>779 

*7 

1 

6$3>573 

1 

7 

768,100  . 

0 

0 

1 1 4-G  b  3 

19 

9 

74,830 

0 

5 

425,366 

10 

6 

7000  v 

0 

6 

5>9: 1 5 

0 

0 

4,550 

0 

0 

1,900 

0 

0 

1,840 

0 

O 

4, 1 0.0 

0 

0 

1,252 

10 

0 

5G23 

10 

0 

580 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

In  order  to  give  our  readers  the 
whole  of  this  fubjeft  at  one  view, 
we  fliall  trefpafs  a  little  on  the  chro¬ 
nological  order,  and  mention  the 
whole  of  the  extraordinaries  of  the 
army  previous  to  the  account  of  the 
budget. 

The  fecretary  at  war,  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1797,  moved  a  refolu- 
tiori  u  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
3,280,5131.  13s.  2d.  be  granted  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  extra¬ 
ordinaries  of  the  army,  from  the 
6th  of  December,  1795,  to  the  6th 
of  December,  1796,  voted,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament.” 


General  Tarleton  faici,.  that  he 
was  under  a  neceffitv  of  noticing 
two  particular  objedls  of  expence; 
the  ad  vances  to  the  emperor,  and  the 
campaign  in  the  Weft  Indies.  He 
blamed  the  conduct  of  adminiftra- 
tio-n  in  both  tbefe  points,  and  in¬ 
filled,  that  the, emperor  had  conti¬ 
nually  loft  ground,  and  that  the 
war  in  the  Weft  Indies,  particular! v 
in  St.  Domingo,  was  to  be  con- 
ftdered  as  the  bane  and  deftrudtion 
of  the  Britift)  military,  who  perifti- 
ed  ignobly,  and  who  were  feat  to 
a  grave  in  that  charnel-houfe,  as  it 
had  proved  to  them ;  and  though 

the 
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fiyjl ,  for  in  the  June  following  Ire 
brought  up  a  fecond ).  He  proceeded 
to  hate  the  refources  upon  which 
the  people  might  confidently  rely 
to  defray  the  expences  which  they 
had  to  incur.  He  premifed  that, 
great  as  the  demand  was,  the  nation 
was  fully  equal  to  the  emergency, 
and  prepared  to  meet  it. 

The  amount  of  the  fupply  which 
had  been  then  voted,  and  which  it 
might  be  neceflary  to  vote  during 
the  fefiion,  was  as  follows ; 

Supplies  for  the  Year  1797. 

N  A  V  Y. 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  for  120,000  feamen  and  marines 
Fxtraordinaries  for  the  fame  - 

To  which  might  be  added  for  this  favourite  fervice  the  fur¬ 
ther  fum  of  ------- 


*  Total  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy  -  J  -  £.  10,160^000 

1  — 

A  R  M  Y. 

The  amount  of  the  fums  which  had  been  then  voted  for  the  7  ^  ✓ 

army  was  -  --  --  -  -  jj  *  13,00® 

The  account  of  the  extraordinaries  was  not  then  complete, 
but  Mr.  Pitt  eftimated  them  at  -  -  -  - 


Total  for  the  army  ------  £.  10,913,060 

U  * 

Sum  for  the  diminution  of  the  national  debt  -  -  200,000 

The  amount  of  the  cfdhanqe  -  -  -  -  1,623,000 

Miscellaneous  fervices,  including  the  relief  to  emigrant  } 

jjriefts,  &c.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  J  3/8,000 

Deficiency  of  land  and’ malt  -  -  -  350,000 

The  deficiency  of  taxes,  after  deducing  the  furplusof  grants 
for  1 796,  which  amounted  to  420,000!.  was  - 

Total  of  the  fupply  ^  ‘  -  -  -  -  -  £.  27,647,000 


t  *  Mr.  Pitt,  ia  his  flatement,  omitted  fractions,  and  computed  the  navy  expences  a t 
the  round  turn  of  10,166,000!.  whereas  the  real  fum  was  io,i6i,gool,  for  the  navy. 

FoP 


s 


1,023,000 


4,300,000 


,  £■ 
0,240,00a 

1,420,00® 

2,500,000 


the  ifiand  had  coft  fo  much  money 
and  the  lives  of  14,000  gallant  men, 
to  this  country,  there  was  not  a 
fingle  poll  in  our  polTdlion  that 
could  not  be  taken  by  three  hun¬ 
dred  frefli  troops  :  on  thefe  grounds 
he  oppofed  the  motion.  The  reso¬ 
lution,  however,  was  agreed  to  by 
the  houfe. 

The  chancellor  bf  the  exchequer, 
on  the  7th  of  December,  introduced 
into  the  houfe  of  commons  his  firlt 
budget  for  the  year  1797  (we  fay 

■  I  - .  v '  - 
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For  railing  this  fum,  the  minifler  propofed  the  following 

Ways  and  Means: 

t  £■  , 
Land  and  malt  --------  2,750,000 

Produce  of  the  confolidated  fund  -  1,075,000 

Surplus  of  grants  of  1796  -  -  -  -  420,000 

Surplus  of  the  lottery,  after  deducting  the  fum  due  upon  it  \ 

to  the  loyal  ills  -S  200’00° 

A  voluntary  loan  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  18,000,000 

Exchequer  bills  to  be  iftued  -------  5,500,000 


Total  of  Ways  and  Means 


27,945,000 


Total  of  the  ways  and  means  - 
Total  of  the  fupplies 

Surplus  of  ways  and  means 


-  27,945,000 

-  27,647,000 


£•  29  8,000 


The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  fund,  would  make  the  whole  of 
then  proceeded  to  ftate'the  terms  of  the  interefl  to  be  provided,  about 
the  voluntary  loan  of  18  millions,  61.  i$s.  for  every  100/  ;  hence  the 
fo  creditable  and  glorious  to  the  interefl;  on  the  18,060,000  would 
country.  The  interefl:  then  to  be  be  1,215,000 /.  He  propofed  that 
provided  for  that  loan  was  no  more  exchequer  bills  fbould  be  iftued  to 
than  5/.  1 2s.  6d.  per  cent,  per  an-  the  amount  of  5,500,000 /.  becaufe 
num ;  he  faid  he  fhould  not  think  he  was  convinced  *  that  fo  many 
Jhimfelf. justifiable  if  he  were  to  pro-  might  be  circulated  both  with  ceco- 
vide  a  lefs  fum  than  for  the  whole  nomy  and  advantage.  Other  fpe« 
as  a  permanent  annuity  ;  and  alfo  cies  of  floating  debt  had  been  found 
to  add  the  ulual  fum  of  one  per  to  be  injurious,  from  the  enormity 
cent,  to  the  finking  fund,  as  if  the  of  the  difcoilnt  to  which  they  fell 
loan  was  not  to  be  paid  off.  In  on  account  of  the  length  of  time 
this  view,  taking  the  interefl;  at  they  had  to  run.  The  interefl  on 
5/.  12 s.  6d.  and  adding  one  per  thefe  exchequer  bills  would  be 
cent,  on  account  of  the  finking  275,000/. 


The  total  excefs  of  the  navy  debt  beyond  the  eftimate  of 
1796,  was  -  --  --  - 

Of  this  fum,  a  proviflon  had  been  made  for  -  -  - 


£■ 

8,250,00® 

4,000,006 


Therefore  interefl  mufl  be  provided  for  the  difference,,  viz.  4,250,000 

Having  taken  2,500,000 /.  in  the  The  items  of  the  different  Aims 
•eftimate  of  fupply,  he  was  confi-  for  which  interefl;  Was  to  be  provide 
dent  he  fliould  cover  every  poffible  ed,  and  for  which  new  burdens 
demand  under  the  head  of  navy  were  to  be  laid  upon  the  people, 
debt,  if  he  provided  interefl:  for  when  recapitulated,  flood  as  fob 


3,000,006/.  more. 


lows  : 


For 
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For  the  intcre.fi  of  18,000,000/.  of  loan 
For  intereft:  on  5,500,000/.  of  exchequer  bills 
For  ditto  of  excefs  of  navy  8,250,000/. 

For  intereft  of  future  excefs  of  navy  5,702,000/.  - 

Subflitute  for  abandoning  the  collateral  fucceffion  bill 


/• 

1,2 1 5,00$ 
275,000 
315,000 
277,000 
*  .140,006 


£.  2,222,000 

From  this  was  to  be  deducted  the  interefl  upon  the  fub-  ) 

fcription  to  the  loan  of  2,000,000  by  the  Eaft-India  >  112,000 

company  -  .  -  .  -  -  -  -  -  j 

Therefore  the  fum  of  interefl:  to  be  provided  for  by  new  taxes 
would  be  -  --  --  --  - 


2,110,066 


The  following  is  the  recapitulation  of  the  new  taxes  which  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  propofed  for  raifmg  the  intereft  of  the  feveral 
fums  above  Hated.  '  - 

,  EXCISE. 


Ten  per  cent,  on  teas  -  -  -  -  »  -  .  - 

Ten  per  cent,  on  coffee  -  -  -  -  -  -  _ 

Additional  duty  on  fales  by  auction-,  2‘d.  in  the  pound  on 
eflat.es,  and, 3d.  on  goods  - 
On  bricks,  is.  per  thoufand  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Spirits,  id.  per  gallon  ------- 

Licences-on  Scots  diftiliery  - 


240,006 

30,000 

^  40,600 

36,000 

210,000 

300,000 


CUSTOMS. 


Total  ex cife  £,  856,000 


Sugar,  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  -  ,  -  -  -  -  280,006 

Pepper  -  -  -  -  .  -  -  -  -  -  10,000 

Ten  per  cent,  on  brimlione,  iron,  oil  olive,  and  flaves  -  43,006 

Five  per  cent,  on  all  other  cuftoms,  prize  Hoods,  coals,  and  > 

wine  excepted  -  -  -  -  -  -  J  110’00° 

Other  articles  on  import,  fiich  as  flarch,  bricks,  &c.  -  -  23,00b 

— — i _ — —  ■- 

Total  of  cuftoms  £.  466,000 


Addition  to  the  afTeffed  taxes  and  new  houfe  tax,  10  per  cent. 
Regulation  of  ftamps  ------- 

Additional  poflage,  and  regulation  of  the  poft-office  - 
Stage  coaches,  additional  ------- 

Stamps  on  parcels  (given  up  afterwards)  -  -  - 

Canal  navigation  -------- 


290,000 

30,000 

250,00b 

60,000 

60,060 

120,000. 


Total  amount  of  new  taxes  £.  2,132,00b 
Amount  of  the  annti'ty  or  intereft  to  be  raifed  -  -  2,1 10,006 


Excefs  of  taxes  £,  22,000 
,  S'ucjv 
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Such  were  the  refources  from  that  they  would  operate  with  equal- 
tfrhich  he  propofed  to  draw  the  ne-  ity,  and  yet  would  not  bear  hard  on 
ceflary  fums  to  provide  for  the  in-  the  poor.  By  the  production  of  the' 
tereft  of  the  enormous  expence  of  taxes  it  might  be  inferred,  that  the 
the  year.  The  new  duties,  he  faid,  war  had  not  materially  injured  the 
were  diffufed  over  fo  many  articles  fources  of  our  profperity. 

£. 

The  permanent  revenue  for  the  year,  ending  ioth  of  ? 

OCtober*  1796,  amounted  to  \  -  -  - )  Hj.012*00^ 

And  notwithftanding  the  operation  of  the  new  duties, 
the  average  produce  of  thofe  duties  for  the  laft  three  years 
was  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  - 


13,855,000 


On  the  fide  of  fupply  he  had  taken  year  1797,  though  they  amounted 
but  the  fum  of  3,000,000!*  to  meet  to  a  much  larger  fum  the  preceding 
the  further  extraordinaries  for  the  year. 


The  amount  of  the  navy  debt,  according  to  the  papers 
furnifhed  by  the  board,  was  *  - 

And  by  adding  for  the  increafe  of  debt  to  the  30th  of 
December 


15,1 71,000 
1*000,000* 


The  total  up  to  that  time  would  then  be  £.  16,171,000 


Mr.  Pitt  theh  alluded  to  an  ex¬ 
pence  of  a  particular  nature  which 
had  heen  incurred  during  the  inter¬ 
val  of  parliament;  the  alfiftance 
which  minifters  had  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  grant  to  the  emperor  with¬ 
out  a  public  difcuflion  :  the  reafons 
which  he  gave  for  this  cOnduCf 
were,  that  in  the  critical  fituation  of 
the  country,  it  might  have  been 
matter  of  extreme  delicacy  to  have 
brought  forward  a  public  difcuflion 
©n  the  propriety  of  advancing  a 
fum  to  a  foreign  court ;  and  the 
confequences  might  have  been  to 
have  fuggefied  a  grant  too  fmall  for 
the  wants  of  our  ally,  or  too  large 
for  the  means  of  the  country.  A 
fum  of  about  twelve  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  had,  he  believed,  been 
allotted  to  his  imperial  majefty  ;  a 
future  opportunity  would  be  afford¬ 
ed  for  the  difcufiion  of  this  topic, 
which  he  only  mentioned,  that  no 
circumftance  connected  with  the 
national  expenditure  might  be  kept 

1 797*1 


back  on  this  occafion.  He  fhould 
propofe  a  fum  of  three  millions* 
with  a  view  of  enabling  miniflers 
to  make  advances  to  our  allies,  if 
we  were  compelled  to  perfevere  in 
the  war ;  at  the  fame  time  we  were 
not  to  confider  fuch  fums  as  loll:  to 
the  country  :  we  had  feen  too  many 

*  7  j 

of  thofe  qualities,  the  inherent  com¬ 
panions  of  good  faith  and  honour* 
in  his  imperial  majefty,  to  entertain 
any  fufpicions  with  refpeCt  to  his 
conduCf  :  he  fhould  therefore  pro¬ 
pofe  (he  faid}  the  vote  of  three 
millions. 

Mr.  Fox  reprobated,  with  his 
ufual  energy,*  this  unconftitulionai 
mode  of  proceeding.  The  mmifter 
now7,  he  faid,  had  fpoken  out  plain¬ 
ly;  he  had  acknowledged  that  he 
had  given  to  the  emperor,  without 
the  confent  of  parliament,  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  that 
he  was  to  continue  to  do  it  if 
he  thought  it  neceffarv  !  Thofe 
who  were  members  of  the  laft  par- 
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lament  could  not  have  forgotten, 
that,  for  the  lad  three  months  of 
that  parliament,  not  a  week  had 
elapled  in  which  fomequediori  was 
not  put  to  the  minider,  in  which 
he  was  called  to  declare,  whether  he 
Intended  to  grant  any  pecuniary 
afli dance  to  the  emperor.  Did  he 
mean  to  fay,  that  he  intended  to 
give  it,  but  that  his  own  au¬ 
thority  for  that  purpofe  was  fuf- 
ficieiu  ?  that  it  was  fuperfluous  to 
Jfubmit  fuch  a  fubjeft  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  that  he  could  ifTue  the 
money  of  his  own  authority  ? 
Perhaps  he  did  :  he  might  borrow 
an  example  from  his  own  condtnft 
to  keep  the  meafure  in  counte¬ 
nance.  It  was  of  a  piece  with  his 
advice  to  his  majedy  to  continue 
him  as  his  minider  againd  the  de¬ 
clared  opinion  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  in  the  year  1784.  Now 
he  had  gone  one  ftep  farther,  and 
flie'wn  to  the  people  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  that  he  was  a  better  iudge  than 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to 
whom  their  money,  and  how  much 
ofitalfo,  Ihould  be  given.  “  If/’faid 
Mr.  Fox,  “  thefc  are  the  fcntiments 
to  be  acted  upon  in  this-country ;  if 
the  minider  be  permitted  to  carry 
them  into  effe<5t,  I  declare,  for  my- 
felf,  that  the  conditution  is  not 
worth  fighting  for.  On  the, 27-th 
of  December,  1795,  you  met :  did 
he  give  you  any  intimation  of  his 
having  advanced  the  money  before 
y?ou  were  called  together?  did  he 
give  you  any  intimation  before  this 
very  night  ?  Not  a.  word.  For  this 
conduct  he  ought  to  be  impeached. 
He  has  had  it  in  his  power  to  con¬ 
duit  you  long  ago  upon  this  fubjeft, 
as  it  was  his  duty.  He  has  neglect¬ 
ed  to  do  fo,  by  which  he  has  mani- 
feded  a  determination  to  difpofe  of 
the  money  of  the  people  without 
confuting  their  reprefenta fives. 
What  reafon  can  be  aligned  for 


this,  but  that  he  thinks  his  judg¬ 
ment  better  than  the  judgment  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain?  The  minider  fays, 
that  we  Ihould  feel  the  utmod  con-* 
fidence  in  lending  our  money  to 
the  emperor,  becaufe  we  have  feen 
in  the  emperor  thofe  heroic  quali¬ 
ties  which  ufually  accompany  good 
faith.  Now,  fuppofing  heroifm  to 
be  a  juft  criterion  of  good  faith  in 
pecuniary  concerns,  I  fliould  like 
to  try  the  dfffeft  of  this  mode  of 
reafoning,  Suppofe  for  a  moment 
that  we  were  in  a  date  of  neutrality 

J 

with  the  French  republic,  and  it 
was  propofed  that  We  diould  lend 
money  to  the  French,  would  ths 
minider  fay  we  fhould  lend  them 
money  ?  certainly  he  would  not ; 
and  yet,  if  good  faith  in  pecu¬ 
niary  engagements  Was  to  be  mea- 
fured  by  heroic  qualities,  there 
are  none  to  •'Whom  we  ought  to 
be  more  ready  to  lend  ;  for  of  their 
valour  they  have  given  abundant 
proofs.”  Mr.  F'ox  then  proceeded 
to  date  the  fituation  of  the  empe¬ 
ror  and  the  French  at  this  moment ; 
in  which  he  maintained,  that,  with 
all  the  fuccefies  of  the  Audrians 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  prefent 
campaign,  another  could  not  be 
opened  under  circumftances  of 
more  advantage  to  the  emperor 
than  thofe  in  which  he  had  been 
placed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
lad.  He  here  took  notice  of  the 
fuccedes  of  the  French  in  Italy, 
and,  by  way  of  anfwering  the 
praifes  bedowed  on  the  good  qua¬ 
lities  of  the  houfe  of  Audria,  he 
Indanced  the  cruelties  that  had 

been  exercifed  on  La  Favette, 

✓  * 

which  he  faid  had  excited  horror 
all  over  Europe. 

He  then  obferved  the  minider’s 
Calculations  of  events  :  vear  after 
year  he  had  calculated  upon  the 
events  of  the  war,  and  year  after 

yea* 


Foreign, 

year  the  public  had  been  milled 
by  his  calculations.  At  one  time 
he  was  fare  the  navy  debt  would 
only  be  a  million  and  a  half;  after 
that,  lie  calculated  the  fame  debt  at 
four  millions ;  then  at  fix  or  feven 
millions,  and  now  it  was  dated  to 
be  above  fixteen  millions.  What 
fecurity  had  the  houfe  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  that  the  minifter  would  not  mif- 
calculate  in  future  as  he  had  already 
done  in  the  courfe  of  the  -prefent 
war?  By  his  miscalculations  he 
bad  added  to  the  debt  of  this  coun¬ 
try  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions, 
and  rivers  of  human  blood  had  been 
made  to  flow  all  over  the  world. 
The  minifter  now  talked  of  peace; 
but  as  he  was  fo  fond  of  his  own 
calculations,  he  wi fired  he  would 
fome  day  fit  down  in  his  clofet  and 
calculate  what  a  fum  of  human 
happinefshe  had  deftroyed  already  j 
what  a  walk  of  human  life  he 
had  occasioned,  becaufe  he  could 
not  fooner  difcoyer  that  the  French 
were  capable  of  maintaining  the 
accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  with  other  powers.  Heee 
Mr.  Fox  took  notice  of  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  minifters  of  the 
ele&or  of  Hanover  and  thofe  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  with  refpeft 
to  the  prudence  of  making  peace 
\yith  the  French  republic.  Fie  had 
heard  it  faid,  that  the  fpirit  of  the 
people  of  this  country  was  great-: 
he  believed  it  to  be  fo  ;  he  gloried 
in  that  fpirit  5  but  if  the  fyfteth  on 
which  this  war  was  carried  on,  was 
to  be  continued  much  longer,  he 
had  his  doubts,  lie  faid,  of  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  that  fpirit. 

A  great  people,  who  faw  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thoufands  of  their  fellow- 
creatures  fail,  their  national  debt 
encreafed  above  one  hundred  and 
fifty  millions,  their  credit  finking, 
the  neceftaries  of  life  becoming,  by 
their  price,  almoft  entirely  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  labouring  clafs  (and 
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all  this  becaufe  one  man,  or  a  few 
men,  in  the  country,  made  falfe 
calculations),  were  not  likely  to 
prefer v'e  their  ancient  fpirit. 

The  national  debt  was  nowabove* 
four  hundred  millions  ;  he  had  not 
calculated  exadtly  what  portion  of 
it  was  owing  to  this  war  altogether, 
but  he  was  now  readv  to  declare 
what  he  often  had  declared,  ami 
ftill  oftener  felt,  that  it  was  unjuft: 
at  its  commencement,  impolitic  in 
its  progress,  and,  he  believed  there 
was  not  one  man  of  fenfe  who  had 
any  wifhesfor  his  country’s  welfare, 
who  did  not  from  his  heart  wifii  it  at 
an  end.  Perhaps  the  minifter  might 
think  the  cape  of  Good  Hope  an 
equivalent  for  all  we  hud  fuffered  : 
if  he  did,  neither  his  humanity  nor 
his  judgment  was  to  be  envied. 
Mr.  Fox, faid  he  was  aftaid  that  no 
queftion  would  be  ftated  that  night 
on  the  propriety  of  lending  money 
to  the  emperor  without  the  conient 
of  parliament,  and  therefore  he 
could  not  manifeft  by  his  vote  his 
opinion  upon  the  fubjedf :  how¬ 
ever,  whenever  it  came  before  the 
houfe  lie  (liould  meet  it  with  his 
direct  negative,  for  it  was  u  a  vio¬ 
lent  and  daring  attack  upon  the 
Britifti  conftitution.” 

The  refolutiOris  were  then  put 
aiid  carried. 

On  the  8th  of  December  Mr. 
Hobart  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
which  wa$  read  a  firft  time,  and  on 
the  queftion  being  put  for  its  being 
read  a  fecond, 

Mr.  Fox;  rofe.  He  faid  it  was 
his  ardent  wifii  that  every  mernber 
of  the  houfe  might  pay  the  moft  fe- 
rious  attention  to  the  fubject*,  under 
a  ftrong  cohvhftion  that  the  great- 
eft  exertions  would  be  neceftary  to 
put  the  finances  of  this  country  in 
a  proper  fituation  ;  but  this  wasmot 
the  point  to  which  he  propofed  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  home  :  it 

G  &  was 
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was  to  the  degraded  Bate  in  which 
the  commons  of  Great  Britain  flood 
relative  to  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment-  He  alluded,  he  laid,  to 
the  i,20o,oool.  granted  to  the  em¬ 
peror  without  the  confent  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  a  grant  contrary  to  pofi- 
tive  laws,  and  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  conflitution  of  parliament. 
From  the  mode  in  which  the  money 
had  been  given,  it  was  evident  that 
the  whole  affair  had  been  conduct¬ 
ed  for  the  purpofe  of  felting  a  pre¬ 
cedent  in  the  annals  of  the  confli- 
tution,  that  it  might  be  tinder  flood 
the  public  money  was  not  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  but  of  the  miniflers  of 
the  crown.  But  he  would  confider 
the  nature  of  the  tranfaCtion.  Had 
miniflers,  when  parliament  was  not 
fitting,  found  themfelves  called 
upon  by  an  imperious  fenfe  of 
duty,  dictated  by  urgent  and  un- 
forefeen  circumftances,  to  grant  a 
certain  pecuniary  aid  to  the  empe¬ 
ror,  and  had  they  takeVi  the  earliell 
opportunity  Upon  the  meeting  of 
parliament  to  fubmit  the  whole  of 
the  bufinefs  to  their  Confideration  ; 
then  would  have  been  the  time  for 
the  houfe  to  have  palled  a  decifion 
upon  their  conduCt;  but  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  was  wholly  different.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  lad  three  months 
of  the  lafl  parliament,  repeated  ap¬ 
plications  were  made  to  them  re- 
fpeCting  their  intentions  of  grant¬ 
ing  or  with-holding  pecuniary  affifl- 
nnce  to  the  emperor;  and  from  the 
fil  ence  which  t|hey  perfevered  in 
preferving  on  ijhe  fubieCl,  it  was 
natural  to  infer,  that  they  would 
not  grant  it  without  the  previous 
concurrence  of  parliament,  But 
we  now  find  a  great  part  of  the 
money  had  been  granted  to  his  im- 
perial  majefly  without  that  concur¬ 
rence,  not  during  the  parliamentary 
ecefsj  but  when  parliament  was 


aCluall^  fitting.  Why  was  nof  pro** 
per  application  made  to  the  houfe? 
It  was,  becaufe  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  fancied  himfelf  bet¬ 
ter  qualified  to  judge  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  time,  and  the  extent 
of  the  afiiflance,  than  the  houfe  of , 
commons.  \ 

The  conflitution  fays  he  was  nots 
it  fays,  that  the  public  money  is  at 
the  difpofal,  not  of  the  crown,  but 
of  the  parliament;  and  therefore, 
he  had  no  right  to  difpofe  of  it. 
without  its  confent.  The  queilion 
now  was,  not  whether  the  confiitu- 
tion  be  good  or  bad,  whether  this 
be  a  wife  or  unwife  arrangement,, 
but  it  was  his  duty,  as  the  miniver 
of  a  free  conflitution,  to  adhere  to 
the  principles  which  it  had  laid, 
down,  and  to  the  rules  which  it  had 
prefcribed  ;  the  firlt,  and  mofl  im¬ 
portant  of  which  was,  that  the  dif¬ 
pofal  of  the  public  money  is  veiled 
not  in  the  king,  but  in  the  people. 
Something,  indeed,  we  heard  like 
an  apology  from  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  ;  but  it  was  as  un- 
fatisfaCiory,  as  the  conduCt  it  was 
brought  forward  to  juflify  was  un- 
■  conflitutional.  It  confifled  of  two 
parts :  fir  ft,  that  parliament  was 
not  fo  good  a  judge  as  himfelf  j 
and,  fecondly,  that  from  the  dif- 
euflions  to  which  the  publicity 
would  lead;  eonfiderable  mifchief 
might  have  taken  place.  With  re- 
fpe<ff  to  the  firfl,  it  takes  the  point 
for  granted,  by  fuppofing  that  an 
abfolute  is  preferable  to  a  limited 
monarchy,  and  that  our  free  con-, 
flitution  would  be  much  better 
were  it  transformed  into  a  defpoN 
ifm  :  and  as  to  the  other,  of  danger 
from  its  publicity,  this  pretence 
may  be  ufed  till  we  come  to  the  old 
exploded  argument,  that  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  money  ought  to  be  veiled  in 
the  king's  miniflers,  not  in  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  reprefentatives.  In  [hart,  con¬ 
tinued 
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tinned  Mr.  Fox,  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  tells  us,  that  he  did 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  you  at  all  in  the  matter,  be- 
caule  you  were  not  fit  judges  of 
the  propriety  of  the  quantum ,  nor 
of  the  period  for  granting  the 
money  :  he  takes  care,  however, 
that  you  fliall  be  finally  informed 
of  it  :  but  when  ?  when  it  comes  to 
he  paid* 

But  from  what  fund  had  this 
loan  been  raifed  ?  one  part  of  it 
from  a  vote  of  credit,  and  another 
had  been  taken  from  the  money 
voted  for  defraying  the  extraordi¬ 
naries  of  the  year  ;  and  of  courfe 
certain  fervices,  of  which  parlia¬ 
ment  had  approved,  and  for  which 
it  had  madelprovifion,  mud:  remain 
unpaid.  In  what  fituation  then  was 
the  houfe  of  commons  placed  ?  If 
they  refufed  to  makegood  the  debt, 
which  he  hoped  and  milled  they 
would,  part  of  the  public  fervice 
would  continue  in  arrears.  They 
were  reduced  then  to  this  dilemma, 
either  to  difcharge  a  debt,  in  con¬ 
tracting  which  they  were  not  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  for  which  they 
were  not  refponfible  ;  or,  by  re¬ 
filling  to  difcharge  it,  to  leave  fer¬ 
vices  which  were  fanftioned  bv 
their  approbation,  unpaid.  Should 
the  queftion  be  put  to  any  man  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  of  this  country,  when  expences 
are  to  be  incurred,  who  are  the  belt 
judges  of  the  propriety  of  incurring 
them,  he  would  anfwer,  the  com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain.  Who  are 
the  beft  judges  of  the  extent  to 
which  they  ought  to  be  incurred  ? 
He  would  not  hefitate  alfo  to  reply, 
the  commons  of  Great  Britain. 
When  thefe  two  ftrong  holds  were 
given  up,  the  conftitution  was  loft. 
What  then  would  pofteritv  think 
of  that  minifter  who  had  wrefted 
them  out  of  our  poiFefiion,  or  of 
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that  parliament  which  had  tamely 
given  them  up  without  one  fyllabler 
of  remonftrance,  without  one  threat 
of  defiance  ?  It  was  true,  the  houfe 
had  fo  far  relaxed  from  the  rigor* 
ous  exercife  of  their  privilege,  as 
to  give  a  vote  of  credit  to  the  mi¬ 
nifter  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
meet  unfoiyfeen  emergencies ;  this, 
however,  was  always  to  a  limited 
extent;  but,  in  the  prefent inftance, 
the  right  honourable  ,  gentleman 
had  thought  the  commons  were 
as  little  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
extent  of  the  aftiftance  to  be 
given  to  the  emperor,  as  of  the 
propriety  of  giving  it.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  this  parliament,  Mr.  Fox 
hoped,  that  it  would  vindicate  its 
own  dignity  and  importance  at  the 
onfet,  and  ftiew  the  minifters  of 
the  country,  that  if  they  be  the  ad- 
vifers  of  the  meafures  of  the,  crown, 
the  houfe  of  commons  are  the  guar¬ 
dians  of  the  public  purfe.  But  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  patiently 
acquiefced  in  the  moft  daring  en¬ 
croachments  on  their  rights,  how 
would  they  anfwer  to  their  country 
for  thofe  liberties  which  they  had 
wantonly  facrificed  at  the  flirine  of 
unprincipled  ambition?  He  con* 
fidered  it  as  a  more  ferious  attack 
upon  the  conftitution  than  what 
was  conveyed  through  the  writings 
of  Paine,  or  of  any  man  what¬ 
ever.  Were  I  (fa id  Mr.  Fax)..upon 
a  jury,  deciding  upon  the  fpeech  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  laft 
night,  1  .mould  pronounce  it  a  libel 
upon  the  conftitution  ;  for  if  the 
dodftrines  kid  down  in  it  are  confti? 
tutional,  ours  is  a  moft  vile  and  de- 
teftable  conltitutipn.  Even  after  all 
the  attacks  which  have  been  made 
upon  it,  we  would  ftill  (lied  our 
blood  in  its  defence;  but  if  this 
new  defalcation  is  to  be  added  to 
what  we  formelv  were  robbed  of, 
what  is  "there  left  to  intereft  our 
C  3  Mings* 


3* 


BRITISH  AM  B 


feelings,  or  to  Simulate  our  exer-  Although  the,  general  principle 
tions  f  This  will  be  an  incalculable  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
addition  to  all  the  woes  and  cala-  man  dated  as  the  effence  of  the 
pities  which  the  war  has  induced  ;  freedom  of  the  conftitution  were 
and  if,  after  all  that  we  have  loft  admitted,  it  was  fubjetf:  to  limita- 
in  money,  in  reputation,  and  in  tion  ;  at  every  period  fince  the 
blood,  we  are  alfo  to  fubniit  to  commencement  of  thofe  times  to 
this  oppreffion,  the  houfe  of  com-  which  we  refer  for  the  pure  pradfice 
mons  is  no  longer  to  be  confidered  of  the  conftitution,  in  the  beft  and 
as  a  branch  of  the  conftitution,  and  moft  glorious  arras  of  it,  the  prin- 
there  will  be  little  in  our  govern-  ciple  of  extraordinaries  had  been 
ment  to  diftiriguifh  it  from  that  of  received;  not  merely  for  indivi- 
abfolute  monarchies.  dual  expences,  but  recognized  upon 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  thofe  peo-  general  views.  Did  it  never  occur 
pie  who  had  never  before  had  an  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
opportunity  of  hearing  the  fpeeches  that  parliament  had  fometimes 
which  the  right  honourable  gentle-  committed  to  his  majefty  not  new 
man  had  been  acguftomed  to  pro-  but  fpecial  powers,  which  fuper- 
nounce,  the  cry  of  alarm  which  he  feded  all  general  queftions?  Mr. 
often  had  been  pleafed  to  raife,  and  Pitt  faid,  that  he  intended  to  move 
the  definition  of  our  liberties  that  his  majefty  meflage  of  the  8th 
which  he  had  often  affeded  to  fee,  of  December  laft  year  fliould  be 
would  fuppofe  this  had  been  the  read,  and  likewife  the  aft  granting 
jfirft  time  in  his  life  that  he  had  felt  a  vote  of  credit :  from.this  it  would 
real  apprehenfion  for  the  conftitu-  appear,  that  a  power  was  given  to 
tion  of  his  country.  his  majefty  to  apply  the  fum  con- 

Mr.  Pitt  wi died  it  to  be  obferved,  tained  in  the  vote  of  credit  as  the 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  exigencies  of- the  ftate  might  re¬ 
did  not  merely  propofe  a  reproba-  quire.  Suppofe  that  powers  had 
tion  of  the  particular  mfafure,  nor  been  conferred  to  give  that  aftift- 
the  pu nifh ment  of  the  guilty  mini-  ance  to  the  allies  of  our  country, 
fter,  but  a  fufpenfion  of  thofe  lup-|  which  our  own  i  mere  ft  and  the 
plies  which  were  calculated  to  give  circuniftances  of  the  ftate  required. 
.  confidence  to  the  negotiations  of  Could  any  man  doubt  that  the 
peace,  or  energy  to  the  operations  rninifter  who  ftiould  have  hefitated 
of  war;  and  bv  giving  a  negative  to  iftu.e  the  fum,  which,  granted, 
to  the  whole  resolution,  to  tell  the  would  have  defended  the  fafety  of 
enemy,  by  the  very  next  poft  by  Europe  ;  could  any  man  doubt 
which  the  unanimous  deterinina-  that  he  would  have  been  a  traitor 
tion  of  parliament  would  be  con-  to  his  country,  and  merited  the 
veyed,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  fevereft  punifliment  ?  The  vote  of 
Jha'd  interfered  to  flop  the  effedts  of  credit  did  actually  invert  the  execu- 
their  former  decifion,  had  fuf-  tive  government  with  a  difcretiori- 
pended  the  means  which  were  to  arv  power  of  applying  the  Aims 
add  weight  to  the  exertions  of  the  granted  in  a  manner  beft  fuited  to 
executive  government,  and  at  fo  the  public  exigencies ;  and  the  mo- 
critical  a  moment  of  the  negoti-  ney  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the. 
ation  had  comrnitted  the  imerefts  emperor  was  within  that  grant, 
of  this  country  and  her  allies,  and  He  did  not  mean  to  fay,  that  the 
flattened  the  hopes,  and  raifed  the  difcretion  thus  verted  in  the  crown 


pretenftons  of  the  enemy. 


was  abfolute,  and  independent  of 
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the  controul  of  parliament,  or  that  war :  but,  furely  it  never  was  in-* 
the  minifter  who  exercifed  it  im-  tended  that  fubfidies  to  foreign 
properly  was  to  be  exempt  from  powers  ftiould  be.  fupplied  by  a 
cenfure ;  blit  in  what  manner  he  vote  of  credit.  New  circumftanc.es 
tinderftood  this  limitation,  he  would  might  occur  to  render  it  proper  for 
Hate  when  called  upon  to  make  his  minifters  to  exercife  their  difcre- 
defence.  tion  ;  but.  here  the  circumftanoes 

The  queftion,  however,  now,  was  were  forefeen,and  had  been  laid  be~ 
not  whether  minifters  had  added  fore  parliament ;  the  difcefVery  that 
properly,  or  improperly;  it  was,  this  fum  had  been  advanced  came 
whether  the  houfe  fhould  announce  out  in  a  very  fufpicious  manner 
to  France,  that  the  fupplies  of  the  indeed  ;  it  could  no  longer  be  con- 
year  were  to  be  hopped,  and  the  cealed  ;  there  feemed  to  have  been 
exertions  of  the  executive  power  a  deiire  of  concealing  it  as  long  as 
fufpended.  pollible,  and  a  difclofure  was  onTy 

Mr.  Fox  hated,  in  explanation,  compelled  by  neceftity.  He  could 
that  he  had  only  faid  that  extra-  not  however  go  to  the  length  of 
ordinaries  were,  |n  fome  meafure,  hopping  the  fupplies,  though  he 
inevitable,  but  were  an  evil  not  to  was  of  opinion  that  a  very  Throng 
be  extended  beyond  the  neceftity,  mark  of  cenfure  ought  to  be  in- 
and  that  it  was  criminal  to  refort  to  fluffed  by  the  houfe.  As  to  the 
this  expedient  when  other  means  influence  a  parliamentary  fanddion 
might  be  employed.  to  this  meafure  might  have  liad 

Sir  William  Pulteney  declared,  upon  public  credit  at  an  earlier 
that  it  was  with  much  concern  and  period,  he  thought  it  too  trifling  a 
ahonifhment  he  heard,  that  the  conflderadon  to*  weigh  againld  tfte 
minifter  had  taken  upon  him  to  fundamental  principles  of  the  con- 
appropriate  fo  large  a  fum  of  the  ftkution,  and  with  regard  to  the 
public  money  without  the  confent  credit  which  the  minifter  affumed 
of  parliament.  The  controul  of  for  adding  advantageoufly  when  he 
the  houfe  of  commons  over  the  concealed  from  the  enemy  the  in- 
public  purfe  was  the  main  point  tention  of  affording  fupplies  to  our 
upon  which  refted  the  whole  of  the  ally,  he  confidered  that  conceals 
conftitution  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  ment  as  having  a  very  different  ef- 
though  Mr.  Fox  might  be  accuf-  fedd ;  for  it  was,  in  a  great  meafure, 
tomed  to  life  ftrong  language,  yet  on  the  fuppofition  that  this  country 
this  was  a  cafe  which  every  man  refufed  all  pecuniary  fupplies  to 
jnuft  feel  to  be  of  the  laid  impor-  the  emperor,  that  the  French  were 
tance.  The  juftification  offered  by  emboldened  to  make  redoubled  ef- 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  forts,  and  advance  fo  far  into  the 
was  chiefly  grounded  on  two  argu-  heart  of  Germany.  The  right 
ments,  drawn  from  the  words  in  honourable  gentleman  had  alked* 
which  the  vote  of  credit  muft  be  whether,  in  order  to  pafs  a  previous 
granted  in  every  year  of  a  war.  cenfure  on  this  conduct,  the  houfe 
f'irft,  that  it  was  meant  to  defray  would  adopt  the  propofltion  of  Mr. 
the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  Fox,  and,  in  this  critical  emer- 
year.  Undoubtedly  it  was,  and  un-  gency,  ftop  the  fupplies  of  the  na- 
fortunately  it  happened,  that  ex-  tion?  It  was  this  dilemma  which 
traordinaries  and  a  vote  of  credit  aggravated  the  mifeondudt  of  the 
#iuft  be  granted  in  every  year  of  a  minifter,  who  put  the  houfe  in  that 
.  "  C  4  flotation* 
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fituation,  that  it  muff  either  ao-;.  ramount  to  the  conflitution ;  that 
quiefce  in  an  expenditure  made  in  no  duty  Is  fo  (acred  as  its  fup port  ; 
fo  blameable  a  manner,  or  bring  true,  its  moft  vital  parts  have  been 
danger  on  the  country  by  flopping  attacked,  and  their  vigour  effen- 
the  fupplies,  and  afford  fome  room  tialiy  crippled  and  deftroyed,  hut  it 
for  a  charge  againfl  national  faith,  is  neverthelefs  incumbent  on  the 
He  frufted  that  this  proceeding  friends  of  order  to  uphold  what 
would  not  pafs  the  houfe  without  remains  of  it,  and  flruggle  for  the 
receiving  flrong  marks  of  difap-  reflorgtion  of  fuch  of  its  funda- 


probation;  and  he  hoped  it  would 
never  witnefs  in  future  a  fimilar 
violation  of  the  principles  of  the 
conflitution. 

Mr.  Grey  expreffed  his  furprife 
and  indignation  at  what  he  termed 
the  defperate  meafures  of  the  mini- 
fler,  in  an  animated  fpeech.  Had 
the  houfe,  he  faid,  perceived  fooner 
the  danger  which  threatened  the 
conflitution,  the  prefect  meafure 
would  never  have  been  attempted  ; 
and  if  their  obfequioufnefs  and  fer¬ 
tility  had  not  encouraged  the  de¬ 
sign  of  miniflers,  they  never  would 
have  feen  this  bold  and  daring  in- 
vafion  of  their  rights. 

How  mufl  the  aftonifhment  and 
difpleafure  of  the  houfe  be  encreaf- 
ed  when  they  found,  that,  when  pair 
iiamer.t  had  been  fitting,  when  the 
embarraffment  government  had  felt 
for  money  was  fo  great,  thefe  ad¬ 
vances  had  been  made  !  nay,  at  the 
very  time  when  he  himfelf  bad 
aflced  Mr.  Pitt,  what  he  intended 
as  to  an  Auflrian  loan,  very  cotifidcr- 
able  advances  had  been  made,  and 
only  77,oooi.  had  been  given  dur¬ 
ing  the  recefs  of  parliament.  Such 
was  the  faff  proved  by  the  dates  in 
.the  account  on  the  table. 

“  I  am  aware  (continued  Mr. 
Grey)  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  will  reft  his  defence  on 
the  general  principle  of  army  extra- 
ordinaries  ;  that  tie  will* fell  us  a 
cafe  of  real  exigency  mu  ft  and 
ought  to  fuperfede  the  inferior  de¬ 
mands  of  ceconomical,  or  even  le- 
giflative,  prudence.  But  I  reply, 
that  no  financial  exigency  can  be  pa- 


mental  elementary  attributes  as  have 
been  either  fub verted  or  abufed. 
The  exiflence  of  the  conflitution, 
in  faff,  depends  on  the  vigilance 
of  a  difcerning  houfe  of  commons 
refpedling  the  a£ts  of  miniflers. 
Such  a  houfe  will  not  be  fatisfied 
on  great  conflitutional  queflions 
with  pompous  declamatory  denun¬ 
ciations  of  the  oppofers  of  miui- 
flerial  arrogance,  or  the  foes  of 
miniflerial  profuuon:  it  will  not  be 
fatisfied  with  retrofpedlive  and  un* 
conflitutional  meafures  of  any  kind, 
but  will  in  every  fituation  evince, 
by  the  condinfl  of  its  members,  that 
there  is  ftill  a  barrier  to  encroach¬ 
ments,  a  line  beyond  which  not 
even  his  majefty’s  miniflers  can  ex¬ 
tend  their  predatory  .efforts.  In 
the  prefent  cafe,  it  cannot  for  a 
moment  be  argued,  that  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  miniflers  to  come  for¬ 
ward  with  a  fpecific  propofition, 
foliciting  the  advice  and  concur- 
rence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  before  the  money  of  the 
people  was  applied  in  a  way  that 
m  lift  fubjedl  them  to  be  afteffecl 
with  new  and  extraordinary  bur¬ 
dens.  That  the  public  money  was 
thus  applied,  is  evident;  that  the 
conflitution  was  infringed,  is  equab¬ 
ly  fo  ;  but  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  has  told  us,  that  the  film, 
advanced  to  the  emperor  was  ad¬ 
vanced  under  circumilances,  and  at 
a  time,  when  it  was  neceftary  that 
the  exception  fhould  be  adopted. 

“  Thus  he  takes  the  exception, 
and  argues  from  the  neceflity  of  tbss 
cafe.  We  might  in  the  fame  way 

give 
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give  an  unlimited  vote  of  credit  to 
minifters ;  perhaps  we  fhall  be  told 
next,  that  any  account  of  the  dif- 
burfemeftt  of  the  army  extraordi¬ 
naries  might  thus  be  avoided  ;  fo  it 
might.  There  was  a  time,  how¬ 
ever,  when  he  would  have  called 
fuch  an  exception  paltry;  a  time 
Wheii  he  wxas  an  enthufiaft  in  the 
eaufe  of  liberty  ;  an  ceconomift  ; 
a  reformer.  In  the  year  1782 
this  circnmftance  of  extraordina- 
Hes  would  have  been  reprobated  as 
ah  evil  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  which  could  not  be  too 
jealoutly  watched  ;  a  principle  that 
could  not  be  too  feverely  con¬ 
demned  ;  an  infringement  ever  to 
be  refilled.  Thefe  avowedly  were 
then  his  fentiments  of  that  fpecies 
of  rhinifterial  chicanery,  infomuch 
that,  immediately  after  he  was  made 
minifter,  the  houfe  was  called  upon 
by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  to 
watch  with  jealoufy,  and  repel 
with  dignity,  every  fuch  attempt 
to  dilapidate  and  infringe  the  con- 
flitution.  The  extraordinaries  be¬ 
ing  thus  formally  and  folemnly 
made  the  fubjedt  of  a  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  it  is  not  a  little  remark¬ 
able  that  the  minifter  himfelf  has 
adopted  the  exception  inftead  of  the 
principle;  has  frittered  away  the 
laws,  and  attempted,  by  a  fort  of 
fpecial  pleading,  to  deprive  11s  of 
our  liberties.’* 

*  Mr.  Grey  then  mentioned  the  adf 
of  parliament,  whereby  a  certain 
furh  was  given  to  his  majefty  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1796.  The 
application  of  this  fum  was  reftribl- 
ed  to  certain  purpofes  :  it  was  to  be 
applied  in  fuch'  a  way  as  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  affairs  might  require;  but 
it  Was  meant  profpedtively,  not  re- 
trofpedlivtdy.  He  could  prove,  he 
laid,  to  the  houfe,  that  the  fum 
then  granted  had  been  ufed  retro- 
fpedtively  inftead  of  profpebtive- 
Jy.  Oft  the  31ft  of  Decem¬ 


ber,  1795-,  150,0001.  was  given 
to  colonel  Crauford.  He  was  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  Was  abftra&edly  of  opinion 
that  any  appropriation,  fuch  as  he 
had  made  of  that  vote  of  ciedit, 
was  unconftitutional,  nor  did  Mr. 
Grey  think  that  the  laft  parliament, 
fervile  and  obfequious  as  it  was, 
could  have  intended,  could  have 
confidered  that  vote  of  credit  as 
conveying  unlimited  power  to  mi¬ 
nifters.  He  afked,  if  there  now 
were  prefent  any  gentlemen  who 
were  members  of  that  parliament, 
whether,  if  it  had  been  ffated  to 
them  at  the  time  the  vote  was 
palled,  that  two  millions  and  a  half 
were  to  be  given  as  a  fubfidy  to  the 
emperor,  at  the  difcretion  of  his 
majefty’s  minifters,  whether  they 
would  have  agreed  to  place  fuch 
extraordinary  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  executive  government -f 
Many  apprehenftons  had  arifen 
from  the  danger  of  an  invaftonu  he 
ventured  to  affirm,  that  no  inva- 
fion  or  attack  would  go  more  de¬ 
cidedly  to  the  deftru&ion  of  all 
that  was  valuable  ;  namely,  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  country. 

Viewing  the  fubjebt  in  this  light, 
it  was  his  duty  to  oppofe,  or,  at 
leaft,  vote  for  fu  (pending  the  fup- 
plies.  If  he  were  a  fifed,  were  thofe 
fupplies  to  be  fufpended  which 
would  afford  to  government  fo 
much  weight  an4  ‘vigour?  he 
would  aiilwcr  yes,  and  he  was  cer¬ 
tain  that  we  fhould  not  negotiate 
lefs  favourably  if  the  French  la w 
that  the  houfe  was  determined  to 
maintain  its  rights;  the  firmnefs 
with  which  they  afferted  their  own 
dignity  would  be  a  pledge  of  the 
fpirit  with  which,  they  would  re  lift: 
the  enemy.  Aftuming  that  exalted 
ftate  on  which  a  free  people  ought 
toftand,  they  would  negotiate  more 
advantageoufty  with  a  free  people  ; 
a  people  that  he  hoped  would  re¬ 
main 
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main  free ;  a  people  whom  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  now  con- 
fidered  as  capable  of  maintaining 
peace  and  amity,  who  had  now 
fnorted  away  the  undigefled  fumes 
of  the  blood  of  their  fovereign,  and 
with  whom  he  had  now  conde¬ 
scended  to  treat. 

But  the  propofition  did  not  go 
to  negative  the  fupplies;  it  was 
intended  to  fufpend  them  till  the 
wound  given  to  the  conftitution, 
was  made  whole.  He  moved  an 
amendment,  that  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  fhould  be  poBponed  till  the 
next  day,  and  he  would  then  move 
the  houfe  to  refolve  that  the  mini- 
fter  had  been  guilty  of  a  high  crime 
and  mifdemeanor. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  was  averfe  to 
poBpoming  the  paffing  of  the  refo- 
lution,  even  till  the  morrow*  on 
the  fcore  of  propriety  and  policy. 
The  nature  of  the  vote  of  credit, 
he  faid,  had  not  been  fufficiently 
commented  upon;  it  would  be 
found  to  convey  an  impreffion  that 
miniBers  were  authorifed  in  em¬ 
ploying  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  or  on 
fuch  meafures,  as  the  Bate  might 
require.  This  conftru&ion  was  fo 
literally  cbvious  on  the  face  of  the 
bill  that  it  could  not  be  conteBed. 

Upon  this  a  queBion  arofe,  whe¬ 
ther  the  mode  in  which  mi  aiders 
had  applied  the  money  was,  or  was 
not,  necellary  to  the  caufe  in  which 
the  nation*was  embarked. 

He  thought  tjaat  the  mode  in 
which  the  money  had  been  applied 
was  a  proper  one ;  the  reprefenta- 
pves  of  a  generous  nation  would  not 
jnake  the  faving  of  the  Germanic 
empire  the  fubjecf  of  cenfure.  At 
the  time  the  money  was  remitted 
the  emperor  was  on  the  verge 
of  a  great  precipice,  and  all  Eu¬ 
rope  in  danger  of  being  ruined  by 
his  fall.  To  that  feafonable  fupply 
might  be  attributed,  in  a  confider- 
abie degree,  the  good  reception  lord 
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Malmfbury  met  with  from  the  di¬ 
rectory  of  France:  and  had  that 
tranfadtion  b,een  publicly  known  at 
the  time  of  its  completion,  it?  might 
have  injured  our  public  credit. 
Gentlemen,  he  faid,  might  rant 
about  the  excellencies,  the  wounds* 
and  the  death  of  the  conftitution  ; 
but  it  ought  to  be  remembered, 
that  thofe  to  whom  they  addreffed 
their  medley  effufions,  were  more 
Bncere  fupporters  of  freedom  than 
they. 

Mr.  Y#rk  contended,  that  the 
affiBance  given  to  the  emperor  was 
out  of  a  fum  of  money  granted  by 
a  vote  of  credit  to  defray  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  expences  which  might 
accrue ;  and  as  thofe  extraordina¬ 
ries  were  not  then  voted,  it  was  con- 
fequently  a  feparate  confideration. 
Yet  the  oppoBtion  fide  of  the  houfe 
had  propofed  a  negative  to  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  on  the  principle  that  the 
money  granted  by  the  vote  of  credit 
in  a  former  year  was  mifapplied, 
and  thereby  to  poBpone  the  fup- 
plies  neceffiary  for  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Curwen  declared,  that  the 
fafety  of  the  Britifh  co'nftitution 
was  involved  in  the  queBion  then 
before  the  houfe.  The  commons 
were  always  confidered  as  the  guar* 
dians  of  the  public  purfe,  and  in  that 
view  this  queBion  was  more  impor* 
tant  to  them  than  if  the  threatened 
invafion  had  been  put  in  execution, 
and  the  French  actually  at  our  doors. 
Suppofmgthe  affiftance  given  to  the 
emperor  to  have  been  inftru  mental 
in  faving  Germany,  Bill  the  Britifli 
conBitution  was  not  to  be  deftroy- 
ed  on  that  account ;  the  miniBer 
had  various  opportunites  of  plead¬ 
ing  fome  neceffity  to  parliament 
for  informality  in  granting  that  a G 
fiBance,  or  he  might  have  applied 
for  a  bill  of  indemnity. 

The  maBer  of  the  rolls  and  lord 
Hawkfbury  defended  the  conduct  of 
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ad m migration  in  remitting  the  mo¬ 
ney  to  the  emperor,  and  contended, 
that  an  attempt  to  delay  the  flip-? 
plies  for  t inf  year  on  that  account 
was  not  defensible  ttpon  rational 
grounds. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  his  reply,  faid,  that 
the  real  qiieftion  was,  whether  the 
conduct  of  the  minifter  with  re- 
gard  to  this  money  fent  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  was,  or  was  not,  an  infrac¬ 
tion  of  the  confutation  t  if  it  was 
an  infraction  of  the  conftitution 
(which  he  thought  no  one  could 
deny), then  it  was  an  aCtual  invafion 
and  ufurpation  of  the  powers  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
in  the  moft  important  of  all  their 
privileges,  that  of  granting  money. 

At  length  the  houfe  divided  on 
the  queftion,  that  the  word  u  to¬ 
morrow”  be  inferted,  inftead  of 

now,”  Ayes  58 — Noes  164. 
The  refolutions  were  then  agreed 
|o. 

The  fame  fubjb.fl  was  $ifcufted 
again  in  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
the  14th  of  December,  after  Mr. 
Long  had  brought  up  Lome  papers 
from  the  treafury,  containing  the 
correfpondence  which  patfed  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Lonr  and  Mr.  Boyd, 
concerning  the  money  advanced  to 
the  emperor;  together  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  filtered:  paid  by  his 
imperial  majeffy  upon  the  loan  of 
four  millions  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Fox,  upon  this  occafion,  re¬ 
traced  with  feme  additional  energy 
all  the  arguments  which  he  had  en¬ 
forced  on  a  former  day,  againft  the 
pnconftitutional  meafure  which  the 
minifter  had  adopted  •  cf  remitting 
money  to  the  emperor  without  the 
knowledge  or  permiffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  fupported  his  arguments 
by  an  appropriate  quotation  from 
Mr.  Hatfeil’s  Precedents  of  Pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  by  which  it  appeared,  that 


formerly  thofe  fums  of  money 
which  had  been  expended,  but  not 
fpecified,  commonly  called  extra- 
ordinaries,  were  confined  within 
fome  limits,  as  appeared  from  the, 
account  entered  in  the  journals 
during  the  war  of  the  fucceffion* 
and  even  in  the  war  which  termi¬ 
nated  in  1748.  In  what  was  com-? 
monly  called  the  German  war,  theft; 
fums  firft  became  very  large;  but 
in  the  American  war  they  exceeded 
all  bounds ;  thefe  extraordinaries 
very  often  amounted  to  almoft  as 
much  as  the  whole  fums  voted  by 
parliament  upon  the  eftimates;  nay;, 
in  the  year  1782,  they  appear  t<* 
have  adtually  exceeded  them.  It 
was  therefore  incumbent  upon  the 
houfe  of  commons,  not  only  to 
make  this  fupply  as  fmall  as  pofli- 
ble,  but,  in  a  fubfequent  feffion, 
to  enquire  into  the  particular  ex¬ 
penditure  of  this  fum.  Mr.  Fox: 
concluded  a  fpeech  of  great  length* 
by  a  motion  to  the  following; 
purport  :  “  That  his  majefty’s  miy 
nifters,  having  at  different  times, 
without  the  confent,  and  during 
the  fitting  of  parliament,  directed-, 
the  iftiie  of  various  fums  of  money 
for  the  fervice  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jefty,  and  alfo  for  the  fervice  of 
the  army  under  the  prince  of  Con- 
de,  have  a6led  contrary  to  their 
duty,  and  to  the  truft  repofed  in 
them,  and  have  thereby  violated 
the  conftitutional  privileges  of  thi$ 
houfe.” 

Mr.  alderman  Combe  feconded 
the  motion,  he  faid,  in  obedience 
to  the  inftrmftions  of  his  conftitu- 
ents,  who  had  met  that  day  in  the 
common  hall  of  the  city  of  Lon-* 
don,  and  had  defired  their  repre* 
fentatives  to  cenfure  the  conduct 
of  minifters,  in  granting  away  the 
public  money  without  tfie  confent 
of  parliament.  He  alfo  obferved, 
that  the  difeounting  of  the  bill* 

drawn. 
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drawn  for  the  purpofe  or  remitting 
money  to  the  imperial  troops,  had 
Swallowed  up  fo  much  of  the  cafh 
of  the  bank,  as  to  compel  that 
great  body  to  narrow  their  dis¬ 
counts;  and  the  Britifh  merchants 
■were  made  to  Suffer,  that  the  Ger¬ 
man  Soldiers  might  be  Supplied. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  that  it  was  no  Small  Satisfaction 
to  him,  that  the  full  review  of  for¬ 
mer  precedents,  with  refpe<5t  to  the 
motion  then  before  the  houfe,  form¬ 
ed  the  chief  ground  of  the  argu¬ 
ment,  and  that  thofe  precedents 
concurred  in  juftifying  the  meaSyre 
at  that  moment  So  Severely  con¬ 
demned.  Respecting  what  had  fallen 
from  alderman  Combe,  he  contend¬ 
ed, thatit  was  impoffible  for  his  con¬ 
stituents  to  decide,  in  a  juft  and  can¬ 
did  manner,  on  the  propriety  of  giv¬ 
ing  a  vote  on  a  motion  with  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  they  muft  have 
been  unacquainted,  and  alfo  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  defence  which  his  majef- 
ty :*s  minifters  meant  to  fet  up.  Mr. 
Pitt  then  went  at  confiderablelength 
into  a  defence  of  the  meafure  in 
ejueftion,  in  which  he  followed  the 
Same  train  of  arguments  as  (on  the 
8th  of  December ;  and  concluded 
with  quoting  a  number  of  prece¬ 
dents  both  before  and  after  the  date 
of  the  revolution,  on  which  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  reft  his  principal  defence. 
In  1701,  he  Said,  parliament  had 
voted  an  extra  Sum  for  the  payment 
of  foreign  forces,  not  regularly  as 
a  vote  of  credit,  but  fubfequent  to 
iuch  a  vote.  In  the  reign  of  Anne, 
in  1704-5,  both  Subfidies  and  grants 
had  been  employed  in  paying  fo¬ 
reign  forces  without  the  authority 
ot  parliament.  In  1706,  he  added, 
a  t  ran  fa  eft  i  on  fimilar  to  that  under 
di Scullion  was  publicly  avowed. 
In  1718,  an  inftance  alfo  occurred, 
which,  however,  he^admitted  was 
not  So  analagous  to  the  late  tranf- 


aeftion  as  the  preceding.  In  the 
years  1734  and  1735,  votes  of  cre¬ 
dit  were  granted,  and  applied  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
times.  An  advance  to  the  duke  of 
Aremberg  in  1742  was  noticed  in 
debate,  and  cenfured  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  Mr.  Pelham  ;  but  the 
enquiry  was  avoided  by  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion.  Laftly,  he  appealed 
to  his  own  adminiftration  in  1787, 
when  the  expences  incurred  in  pro- 
testing  Holland  were  recognized 
under  the  head  of  Secret  Services. 

Mr.  Bragge  followed  the  minifter 
in  order,  and  in  a  great  degree  alfo 
in  argument,  and  concluded  by 
propofmgan  amendment  to  the  mo¬ 
tion,  purporting  44  That  advancing 
the  Several  Sums  of  money  in  the  ac¬ 
count  then  before  the  houfe,  for 
the  Service  of  his  imperial  majefty 
(though  not  to  be  drawn  into  preee"- 
dent  but  upon  occafions  of  Special 
necefiity),  was  a  juftifiable  exercife* 
under  the  circufnftances  of  the  cafe, 
of  the  discretion  veiled  in  his  majef- 
ty’s  minifters  by  the  vote  of  credit.” 

Mr.  alderman  Lufhington  de¬ 
clared,  that  hefttoiild  not  have  rife  ft 
but  for  the  meeting  of  his  conftitu- 
ents,  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Combe; 
but  he  could  never  con  Sent  to  re¬ 
ceive  iuftrtnftions  to  fupport  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  cen fining  minifters  before 
he  had  heard  their  defence.  It  had 
been  Said.,  that  the  constitution  had 
been  violated;  the  papers  on  the 
table  -would  prove  the  contrary.  In 
times  of  difficulty  he  thought  tire 
hands  of  government  ought  to  be 
ftrengthened  ;  and,  in  this  unftance, 
he  was  hrft  inclined  to  think  a  bill 
of  indemnity  would  have  been  pro¬ 
per,  but  he  had  lince  heard  enough 
to  convince  him  that  it  was  not 
neceffarv. 

*  * 

Alderman  Curtis  and  alderman 
Anderfon,  the  other  city  members* 
coincided  with  the  laft  Speaker,  ajid 
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flip  ported  the“  minifter  in  contra¬ 
diction  to  the  refolutions  of  their 
eonftituents.  .  * 

Mr;  Sheridan,  in  a  long  and 
energetic  fpeeeb,  fupported  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  confuting  the  minifters. 
Mr.  Bragge,  he  faid,  the  mover  of 
the  amendment,  appeared  to  have 
formed  a  determination  to  turn 
every  ex  predion  of  cenfure  into  a 
teftimony  of  approbation.  His  mo¬ 
tion  did  not  at  all  refer  to  the  fnms 
fent  abroad  to  the  army  of  Conde  ;  if 
k  exempted  that  part  of  the  mealure 
which  concerned  the  emperor  from 
cenfure,  it  left  the  other  to  hand 
upon  the  journals  with  the  brand 
which  was  implied  from  its  being 
palled  over  without  notice,  while 
the  other  was  held  up  to  approba¬ 
tion.  He  would  not  enter  into  the 
enquiry,  whether  or  not  the  power 
of  granting  fupplies,  and  controll¬ 
ing  their  application,  was  as  an¬ 
cient  as  the  government  itfelf,  and 
coeval  with  the  exi hence  of  the 
conhitution.  This  falutary  power 
arofe  from  the  abufes  of  govern¬ 
ment,  from  the  mifcondud  of  mi¬ 
ni  hers,  from  tyranny,  and  from 
corruption.  The  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second  abounded  with  exam¬ 
ples  of  this  corruption  ;  at  the  re¬ 
volution  the  right  of  the  parliament 
to  grant  fupplies,  and  controul  their 
application*  was  folemnly  recog¬ 
nized*  and  fmce  that  period  inter¬ 
woven  with  its  ufage.  In  this  re¬ 
view  he  wondered  at  the  hrefs 
which  had  been  laid  upon  the  pre¬ 
cedents  which  had  been  quoted  :  it 
was  arguing  from  the  exception 
agaftift  the  rule  ;  it  was  erecting  the 
deviation  into  the  guide.  Here  Mr. 
Sheridan  contended,  that  even  thefe 
precedents,  did  not  apply  to  the 
prefent  cafe.  The  fir  ft  which  had 
the  remote!!  fimilarity  to  it,  was 
that  in  1706,  of  the  advance  to  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  to  the  amount  of 


47,oool.  This  fum  was  granted* 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament ,  to 
anally  of  this  country,  placed  in 
perilous  circumftances,  when  his 
capital  of  Turin  was  actually  in 
a  flate  of  fiege.  A  demand  was 
made  for  50,000b  and  the  letter 
which  Mr.  fecretarv  Harley  fent  in 
anfwer  to  the  ambaffador  of  Savoy* 
Hated,  that  it  was  not  practicable  a ac¬ 
cording  to  the  cujlom  of  the  conftitution 
while  parliament  was  not  fitting ,  to 
comply  with  the  requeft ;  yet  the 
preffing  circumftancesof  the  cafein* 
duced  her  majeftv  to  grant  a  certain 
fum  to  be  deduced  out  of  thefubfidy 
that  was  to  be  paid  to  the  duke  of  Sa¬ 
voy.  He  contended,  that  from  cir¬ 
cumftances  like  thefe,  when  there 
was  a  certainty  that  the  money  was 
employed  in  a  manner  to  which  par¬ 
liament  had  confented,  when  it  was 
to  be  deduced  from  a  fubfidy  that 
had  regularly  been  granted,  a  pre¬ 
cedent  could  not  be  drawn  to  jufti- 
fy  the  meafure  then  in  difcuffion. 
In  j  742,  the  engagement  which 
minifters  had  then  contracted,  took 
place  when  parliament  was  not  fit¬ 
ting,  though  a  feffion  intervened  be¬ 
fore  it  was  communicated  to  the 
houfe ;  but  a  motion  was  made* 
that  it  was  dangerous,  and  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  circumftance  was 
ftated  in  the  refoJution  which  the 
houfe  adopted.  He  admitted  the 
neceffity  of  the  meafure,  if  it  could 
be  made  out  as  the  ground  of  the 
j uftification  of  minifters;  The  third 
precedent  adduced  in  defence  was 
equally  inapplicable  to  the  point. 
The  affiftance  which  minifters  gave 
to  Holland  in  1^87,  was  given 
when  parliament  was  not  fitting. 
This  affiftance,  however,  which 
parliament  afterwards  approved  of, 
was  given  from  the  fecret  fervice 
money,  which  completely  removed 
every  enquiry  and  every  argument 
which  the  cafe  might  have  fuggeft- 

ed, 
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«d,  as,  upon  Mr.  Burke’s  bill,  the 
oath  of  a  fecretary  of  Hate,  that 
the  money  Blued  was  for  iecret 
fervices,  elfe£lually  fecured  the  mi- 
nifter  from  all  refponfibility,  and 
precluded  all  invefligation.  Here 
Mr.  Sheridan  repeated  what  had 
been  obferved  before,  that  the  iaft 
parliament  was  not  a  meritorious 
parliament.  He  afked  the  minifler 
what  he  himfelf  muff  have  thought 
of  that  parliament,  when  out  of 
the  alarmifls  who  had  feceded  from 
the  ranks  of  oppofition,  he  had  fent 
fo  many  to  fhelter  themfelves  from 
danger  upon  the  higher  ground, 
and  to  hide  their  heads  in  coronets 
from  the  florm  which  they  altered 
to  dread  ?  Surely,  if  he  had  enter¬ 
tained  a  very  high  opinion  of  thof'e 
gentlemen,  he  would  not  have  re¬ 
moved  fo  many  of  them  from  the 
fcene  of  action. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  defended  the 
jneafure  of  fending  money  to  the 
emperor  as  advantageous  and  jufli- 
fiable.  Sir  William  Pultenev,  on 
the  contrary,  contended,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  minifler  ought  to 
Be  marked  with  the  diflinff  difap- 
probation  of  the  houfe.  Mr.  Fox 
clofed  this  debate  with  an  animated 
and  forcible  reply  to  all  the  ar¬ 
guments  which  had  been  advanced 
on  the  minifterial  fide  of  the  houfe. 
Ke  took  the  imputation  of  hoflility 
to  government,  and  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  that  had  fupported  that  go¬ 
vernment,  as  a  compliment  paid  to 
himfelf.  He  gloried  in  having  been 
hoffile  to  a  parliament  that  fpent 
above  one  hundred  millions  of  mo¬ 
ney  in  fubjugating  America,  and 
i!n  being  hoffile  to  the  laft  parlia¬ 
ment,  who  fupported  the  minifters 
in  undertaking  a  war  unneceflary 
and  unprovoked. 

The  houfe  divided  on  Mr. 
Bragge’s  amendment— Ayes  285  — 
Noes  Si. 


H  A  N  15 

For  the  purpofeof  giving  a  con* 
centrated  view  of  the  financial  pro^ 
ceedirigs  of  the  whole  year,  we 
{hall  once  more  deviate  from  the 
order  of  time,  and  flate  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  fecond  budget,  which 
was  brought  forward  in  the  fp ring 
of  1797. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  whert  the 
houfe  had  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  fupply,  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  obferved,  that 
on  that  day  he  had  barely  to  flate* 
that  the  heads  of  fupply  which  were 
then  to  be  voted  were  three  :  firft, 
,an  additional  fum  towards  defray¬ 
ing  the  expences  of  the  navy  ; 
next,  ^  fum  to  make  good  the 
charge  on  the  growing  produce  of 
the  confolidated  fund  for  1796; 
and,  lafllv,  to  make  good  the  ex¬ 
chequer  bills  which  had  been  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  vote  of  credit  of 
1796.  The  largefl  of  thefe  fums 
was  for  the  navy.  The  money  then 
voted  for  that  fervice  already  a- 
mounted  to  7,600,000!. ;  befides 
which,  the  houfe  would  recolleftj 
he  had  laid  before  them  an  eflimate 
of  two  millions,  and  a  half  more, 
which  was  not  then  voted;  the 
Aim  then  which  he  had  to  call  for$ 
was  not  all  to  be  confidered  as  a 
new  demand,  fince  tliofe fwo  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half  were  to  make  a 
part  of  it,  and  circumflances  re¬ 
quired  a  larger  fum  than  had  beer! 
>eflimated.  The  Aim  therefore 
which  he  propofed  to  be  voted  was 
five .  millions,  which,  added  to  the 
7,6oo,oool.  already  granted,  would 
make  the  fum  of  i2,6oo,oool.  This 
fupply  was  voted,  alfo  i,no,oool. 
to  difcharge  the  exchequer  bills  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  vote  of  credit  of 
the  preceding  year,  and  the  Ann 
of  2,177.000!.  to  make  good  the 
3,ooo,oool.  charged  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  feflion  on  the  confolidated 
fund. 

Mr* 
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Mr,  Pitt,  on  . the  26th  of  April, 
brought  forward  his  fecohd  budget. 
While  he  regretted,  he  faid,  the  ca¬ 
lamities  and  expences  with  which 
the  prefent  juft  and  unavoidable 
war  had  been  attended,  he  thought 
it  his  firft  duty  to  come  forward 
with  a  firm  and  manly  fpirit,  in 
which  he  trufted  the  houfe  and 
the  country  would  concur  with 
him,  to  convince  the  enemy  that 
however  great  ,our  preffure  might 
be,  we  were  determined  to  contend 
with  them  as  long  as  we  were  able, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  haughty  and 
dilhonourable  terms.  He  obferved, 
that  the  very  able  and  impartial 
ftatecnents  of  the  firft  report  of  the 
felect  committee  of  finance  had 
greatly  diminifhed  the  labour  of 
arranging  the  plan  which  he  was 
about  to  fubmit  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  houfe. 

He  then  proceeded  to  ftate,  wilh 
his’ufual  precifion,  the  amount  of 
the  fums  already  voted,  and  the 
fums  remaining  to  be  voted.  The 
aggregate  of  his  two  budgets  made 
the  whole  fupplies  for  the  year 
amount  to  the  enormous  fum  of 
42,786,0001.;  an  annual  expence 
'  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of 
finance. 

For  the  nary  fervice  of  the.  cur- 
✓ 

rent  year  there  had  already  been 
voted  7,66i,ogo1.  in  addition  to 
which  the  committee  of  fupply  had, 
a  few  days  before,  voted  5,000,000!. 
more.  Although  he  eftimated  the 
expences  of  the  navy  department 
at  7,66 1, cool,  he  had  at  the  fame 
time  ftated  his  intention  of  pro- 
pofing  a  further  provision  of 
2,500,0001.  in  order  to  remedy  an 
inconvenience  which  had  arifen 
before,  that  he  might  thereby  have 
1  c,  1 6 1  ,oool.  in  cafh,  towards  defray - 
ing  any  excefs  of  navy  debt.  Such 
ho  wever  had  been  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  expences  of  the  war,  that  there 
then  remained  an  unfunded  debt 
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of  the  navy  unprovided  for,  to  the 
amount  of  four  millions.  The  fe- 
le<ft  committee  had  efti mated  the 
navy  fer vices  at  12,900,000!.'  which 
was  fhort  of  what  he  had  ftated 
them  to  be.  He  had  eftimated  a 
floating  navy  debt  of  1,500,000!. 
the  feledt  committee  had  l'uppofed 
one  of  3,ooo,oool. 

The  next  head  of  fervice  was 
the  army,  for  the  fervice  of  which 
there  had  been  voted  the  fum  of 
10,913,000!.  but  on  account 
fome  army  expences  being  incurred 
in  1796,  which  then  remained  un¬ 
provided  for,  it  became  net ef~ 
fary  to  require  the  further  fum  of 
3,387,000!.  for  the  outftanding 
army  debt.  It  is  here  to  be  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army  were  now,  for  the  firft 
time,  brought  forward  by  way  of 
eftimate  ;  at  leaft,  they  were  never 
done  fo  fully  till  the  prefent  war., 
but  they  were  paid  out  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  granted  for  other  fervices,  leav¬ 
ing  the  provifion  for  thofe  fervices 
deficient  for  another  year.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this,  there  had  been  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  emperor,  by  way  of 
loan  (and  which  would  he  due 
from  his  imperial  majefty  to  the 
public)  i,200j000l.  and  the  fum  of 
900,000!.  advanced  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincents, 
which  would  alfo  be  returned. 

To  the  expences  of  ordnance  he 
made  no  addition  to  thofe  ftated  in 
the  ftrft  budget.  Under  the  head 
of  mifcellaneous  fervice  there  had 
been  voted  already  the  fum  of 
378,000!.  and  if  he  proceeded,  h© 
faid,  by  the  eftimate  of  the  feledt 
committee,  the  fum  of  929,000! 
would  be  required  inftead. 

The  head  of  national  debt  was 
not  augmented  by  the  fecond  bud-, 
get.  The  futn  to  fupply  the  fur-, 
ther  deficiencies  of  land  and  malt 
was  900,000!.  above  what  was  ftat¬ 
ed  in  the  firft  budget. 


Under 
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Under  the  head  of  re  payments  to 
the  bank,  he  propofed  the  fum 
of  1,054,000!.  and  the  fnm  of 
1,370,00.1.  to  difeharge  exchequer 
bills  ifiued  on  the  credit  of  the  con- 
folidated  fund  for  1796,  and  paid 
alfo  by  the  bank. 

The  next  fum  was  i,no,oool. 
for  the  difeharge  of  navy  and  ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  raifed  by  an  aft 
of  the  preceding...  fefiion,  upon  a 
vote  of  credit  in  1  796. 

The  deficiency  of  the  confoli¬ 
dated  fund  required  the  fum  of 
2,  I  775OOQI. 


The  laft  fum  he  alluded  to  was 
the  vote  of  credit  to  the  amount  of 
3,ooo,oool.  As  500,0001.  had  been 
paid  to  the  emperor,  he  wilhed  to 
be  provided  with,  the  further  fum 
of  2,500,000k  in  order  that  further 
advances  might  be  made  to  him  as 
exigencies  might  require. 

Thus  the  minifter  went  througfi 
the  whole  of  the  fupply,  all  the 
particular  articles  of  which  he  ob¬ 
served  it  was  not  poffible  to  calcu¬ 
late  foon  enough  to  infert  them  ill 
the  budget  which  he  had  opened  be* 
fore  Chriflmas. 


For  the  fake  of  perfpicuity  the  following  recapitulation  of  the  whole 
lupplies  for  the  year  1797  is  inferted. 


Navy  -  -  —  - 

Army  -  -  -  -  - 

Army  extraordinaries  -  -  -  *  ■  - 

Treafury  bills  and  army  warrants  -  -  - 

Army  extraordinaries  for  1 797 

Ordnance  -------- 

Ordnance,  extraardinaries,  and  barracks  - 

Mifcellaneous  fervice  -  - 

Advances  to  the  merchants  of  Grenada  - 
Imperial  loan  -------- 

Annual  addition  to  the  finking  fund  - 
Deficiency  of  land  and  malt  - 

Repayment  to  the  bank  for  advances  to  the  confolidated 
of  1795  ~  -  -  >  - 

Ditto  for  1796  -----  - 

Further  deficiencies  of  land  and  malt  -  ■  -  - 

Deficiency  of  the  confolidated  fund 
To  difeharge  exchequer  bills  ifiued  on  the  credit  of  the 
folidated  fund  for  1796  - 

Vote  of  credit  for  1797  -  -  -  -  -  .  • 


fund  1 

-  y 


£■ 

-  12,661,000 

-  6,600,000 

-  3>387>000 

-  2,088,000 

-  4,000,000 

-  1,623,000 

-  737?°°° 
929,000 

-  ,600,000 

-  500,000 

-  200,000 
350,000. 

1,054,000' 

1,3.70,000 
906,000, 
2,177,000. 


con- 


1,1  10,000 
2,500,000 


Total  of  fupplies  £.  42,786,000 


Mr.  Pitt  next  fiated  the  ways 
and  means  by  which  this  large  fum 
Was  to  be  raifed.  A  loan  of  18 
millions  had  already  been  voted, 
2,750,0001.  for  the  land  and  malt, 
and  420,000k  for  the  furplus  of 
grants  for  the  year  1796.  He  ob- 
iervedj  that  of  the  18  millions  to 


be  borrowed,  one  million  and  a 
half  was  for  the  filler  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  of  which  the  interefl  was 
to  be  provided  by  the  Irifh  parlia¬ 
ment ;  another  million  and  a  half 
was  to  be  lent  to  the  emperor,  to 
enable  him  to  repay  the  million 
and  a  half  advanced  by  this  coun¬ 
try. 
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try.  He  propofed  a  further  loan  of  his  prefent  Rruggle.  The  aggre- 
two  millions,  if  fanftioned  by  par-  gate  of  the  ways  and  means  in  the 
liameut,  to  afliR  our  faithful  ally  in  two  budgets  was  as  follows  : 

,  ft 

The  land  and  malt  -  -  -  -  -  -  .  - 

Surplus  of  grants  ------- 

Loyalty  loan,  according  to  the  firfl  budget 
Lottery  -  - 

Exchequer  bills  -  - 

Growing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund,  by  eflimation 
The  part  of  the  loan  applied  to  Great  Britain  only 


2,750,000 

420,000 

18,000,000 

200,000 

3,000,000 

2,000,000 

16,500,000 


Total  of  ways  and  means  for  the  year  1797  £.  42,870,000 
He  then  Rated  the  terms  of  the  new  loan  of  18  millions  as  follows: 


For  every  iool.  fubferibed,  the  fubferiber  was  to  have 

T-  l 

125  of  the  3  per  cents,  confols  -  value 
50  of  the  3  per  cents,  reduced 
26  of  the  4  per  cents.  - 
ol.  6s.  6d.  of  the  long  annuities 


£■ 

62 

12 

4 


jy 

10 
o 

16 

1 1 


Every  iool.  fubferibed,  to  have  the  value  of  jT .  104  17 

rr..  ;  ,  r,'i  r  V  "  P  Z&j 

From  hence,  he  faid,  there  would  payments  upon  the  loan  ;  the  whole 
be  a  profit  of  4!.  17s.  for  every,  bonus ,  therefore,  would  be  61  17s. 
fubferiptibn  of  iool.  which,  ex-  per  cent,  to  every  fubferiber  when 
cept  in  a  period  of  fuch  difficulty  the  difeounts  for  prompt  payments 
as  the  prefent,  was  larger  than  he  w  ere  taken  in. 
ffiould  be  willing  to  allow*;  but  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
this  was  not  the  whole  of  the  pro-  next  proceeded  to  what  he  called 
fit;  there  was  a  difeount  to  be  add-  the  unpleafant  talk  of  enumerating 
ed,  which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  the  new  taxes  he  had  to  propofe  for 
make  higher  than  ufual.  The  com-  railing  the  intereft  upon  the  feverai 
rnon  rate  was  three  per  cent.;  he  fu  ms  borrowed,  of  which  the  follow- 
propofed  to  make  it  four  per  cent,  ing  is  a  fummary  flatement. 
a  order  to  encourage  the  prompt 

^  .  £- 

The  confolidated  duties  on  Ramps  in  general,  doubled  -  320,000 

Fax  on  property  transferred  by  private  contract,  at  4d.  per  pound  1 70,000 
opies  of  deeds  to  be  given  in  evidence  to  be  ftampt  -  40,000 

On  the  probates  of  wdlls  above  the  fum  ol  300I.  -  -  40,000 

A.n  additional  duty  of  1  *d.  upon  the  Ramps  of  each  newfpaper  114,000 
ncreafed  duty  on  ad vertift meats  -  -  -  -  -  20,000 

On  attorneys’ certificates  ...  -  -  -  -  -  -  15,000 

On  ornamented  plate  -  -  30,000 

Duty  equal  to  the  tolls  on  all  carriages  palling  turnpikes  -  450,000 


£• 


1,199,000 


1 797* 


3> 


Here 
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Here  the  minifter  omitted  three  articles  which  he  fupplied  the  next  day 
upon  a  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Fox,  namely, 

£• 

,  On  bills  of  exchange  -  -  -  •  ~  40,000 

Infurance  from  fire  1  -  -  -  -  -  -  35,000 

Omitted  in  the  fums  mentioned  on  the  produce  of  the  damps 


on  copies  of  deeds 
Thefe  fums,  being  added,  the  whole 
made  the  fum  of 

Mr  Fox  rofe,  and  obferved,  that 
however  unfounded  the  financial 
calculations  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  formerly  been, 
they  were  even  exceeded  in  delu- 
fion  by  his  ft  ate  men  ts  that  day, 
which  were  altogether  unprece¬ 
dented  in  the  hiftory  of  finance. 
He  came  forward  in  December 
iaft,  and  having  fucceeded  in  ob¬ 
taining  a  fupply  of  18  millions,  he 
came  forwards  again  in  April,  and 
repeated  the  experiment  by  calling 
upon  parliament  for  the  fame  fum. 
The  minifter  ought  to  be  reminded, 
that,  on  the  7 th  of  December,  he 
told  the  houfe,  that  the  18  millions 
then  advanced  were  given  not  fo 
much  with  an  idea  of  profecuting 
the  war,  as  with  an  earned  hope  of 
enabling  him  to  forward  the  de- 
firable  work  of  peace,  and  that 
he  dated  that  fum  to  be  an  ample 
fupply  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
date.  After  making  fome  obfer- 
vations  upon  the  Abatements  given 
in,  of  the  produce  of  the  taxes, 
Mr.  Fox  contended,  that  there  dill 
remained  a  deficiency  of  357,000b 
though  he  did  not  from  thence  ar¬ 
gue,  that,  becaufe  ihe  minifter  was 
minus  for  that  fum,  he  ftiould  have 
immediately  proceeded  to  provide 
for  it ;  but  he  would  contend,  that 
for  h;m  to  maintain  that  he  had 
a  furplus  when  he  was  actually  de¬ 
ficient,  was  an  illufion  of  too  grois 
and  palpable  a  nature  to  impofe 
upon  the  underftanding.  But  if 
the  taxes  of  1796  produced  the 


. 10,00  a. 

produce  of  the  new  taxes 
-  1,584,00a. 

fum  it  was  intended  thev  ftiould, 
there  would  then  be  a  deficiency 
of  88,000b  and  that,  according  to 
the  report  of  the  fele£t  committee, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fefiion 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  357,000b 
and  in  Odlober  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  came  forward  and 
funded  his  navy  bills,  and  in  De¬ 
cember  he  made  his  loan ;  he 
ought  then  to  have  announced  that 
the  produce  of  the  taxes  was  not 
equal  to  meet  the  public  exigencies. 
Inftead  of  the  taxes  which  had  been 
propofed,  it  appeared  that  the  fum 
of  1, 800, 000b  in  taxes,  \yoiftd  not 
have  been  too  much  for  the  various 
exigencies  of  the  moment.  The  re¬ 
port  of  the  feledt  committee,  he  faid, 
did  not  deferve  the  etilogium  which 
had  been  pafied  upon  it :  according 
to  their  account,  the  deficiency  a- 
mounted  to  5 10, ©00b  whereas  he 
(Mr.  Fox)  calculated  it  at  470,000b 
He  next  examined  the  eft i mates  for 
the  navy  fervice.  In  December 
the  minifter  dated,  that  the  proba¬ 
ble  increafe  of  the  navy  debt  would 
be  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  this 
he  called  a  very  ample  eftimate; 
next  he  raifed  it  to  four  millions  ; 
and,  laftly,  in  April,  when  he 
brought  forward  his  fecond  budget, 
he  called  for  8,764,000!.  more.  The 
number  of  men  voted  for  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  1795  was  110,000,  the  vote 
for  the  current  year  was  for  120,00® 
men.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  increafe  lefs  than  it  had 
been  in  the  preceding  year,  the 

chancellor 
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chancellor  of  the-.exchequer  fhould 
have  made  it  proportionably  greater; 
it  ought  to  have  been  6  or  700,0001. 
more  than  his  eftimate.  “  Not- 
withftandingall  the  heavy  burdens,” 
laid  Mr.  Fox,  “and  ail  the  dreadful 
taxes  we  are  about  to  impofe  this 
day,  we  have  ftiil  one  million  more 
to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  fervice."’ 

With  refpeff  to  the  ^propofed 
loan  of  200,000k  to  the  emperor, 
to  enable  him  to  pav  the  intereft  of 
a  fum  which  he  had  formerly  bor¬ 
rowed  of  this  country,  Mr.  Fox 
obferved,  that  this  was  very  differ¬ 
ent  language  from  that  held  out  by 
the  minifter  when  he  applied  to  the 
people  to  be  fecurity  for  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  -  and  when  he  extolled 
the  good  faith  of  the  bank  of  Vi¬ 
enna.  The  loan  was  made  to  him 
in  critical  circumftances,  and  he 
was  not  to  pay  the  intereft  then  due 
becaufe  he  ftiil  remained  in  critical 
circumftances.  The  houfe  was  call¬ 
ed  upon  near  the  end  of  April 
to  provide  18  millions  additional. 
Three  payments  only  had  then  been 
made  good  upon  the  loyalty  loan, 
and  there  were  ftiil  feven -tenths 
to  be  paid,  which  amounted  to 
1 2,600,000k ;  fo  that,  between  then 
and  the  firft  day  of  the  next  Ja¬ 
nuary,  the  enormous  fum  of 
3o,6oo,oool.  was  to  be  collected 
for  the  public  exigencies.  In  1796 
the  fubjefts  were  burdened  with 
new  taxes  which  produced  the  an¬ 
nual  fum  of  three  millions;  but  the 
taxes  impofed  for  1797  amounted, 
by  eftimate,  to  feven  millions  and 
a  half.  What  arguments  were  ufed 
to  reconcile  them  to  bear  quietly 
fuchaload?  Indeed,  they  had  been 
told  very  rhetorically,  that  (l  they 
had  not  been  fcratched  by  the  war,” 
but  he  feared  thefe  new  impofitions 
would  lead  them  to  conclude  that 
they  fhould  be  defperately  wound  • 

ed  bv  it. 

* 


$* 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  there  was  an  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  report  of  the  feleft  com¬ 
mittee  which  he  wiflied  to  have 
explained.  There  was  a  fum  of 
1,500,000!  ftated  to  be  unfunded 
debt,  unprovided  for.  He  wifliedto 
know,  whether  qertain  firms  had  not 
been  fpecifically  granted  laft  feflion 
of  parliament  for  the  payment  of 
this  charge,  the  money  for  which 
had  however  been  diverted  to  other 
purpofes?  If  this  were  the  cafe,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  vio¬ 
lated  the  afts  of  appropriation,  and 
diverted  the  money  granted  to  par¬ 
liament  in  a  man  ner  high!  veriminaL 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
replied,  that  the  objection  which 
had  juft  been  made,  was  founded 
entirely  in  mi  (conception.  The 
fum  alluded  to  had  not  been  grant¬ 
ed  by  parliament  for  that  Ipecific 
purpofe,  nor  had  there  been  any 
violation  of  the  appropriation  aft. 
When  the  load  was  made  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  off  the  debt 
on  the  exchequer  bills,  the  bank 
had  not  availed  themfelves  of  the 
opportunity  to  fubfcribe,  and  there 
was  power  by  the  a£t  of  appropri¬ 
ation  to  pay  them  in  cafh.  This* 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  made  the 
grant  exceed  the  Supplies,,  and  the 
lum  of  1,500,0001.  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Grey,  fo  far  from  being  con¬ 
cealed,  was  comprehended  in  the 
laft  budget,  and  was  paid  out  of 
the  fupplies  of  the  year  1797. 

The  refolu lions  were  then  put* 
and  all  agreed  to  without  a  di¬ 
vision,  except  that  which  impofed 
an  additional  tax  of  i^d.  on  news¬ 
papers.  On  this  head  the  houfe 
divided  —  Ayes  15 1  —  Noes  43. 

The  feverai  bills  for  impofing 
the  new  taxes  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt 
in  his  ftatements  in  the  two  budgets 
for  the  current  year,  were  regularly 
and  fucceffively  brought  Into  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  moft  of 
them  were  pa  fled  with  few  altera- 
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tions ;  but  near  the  clofe  of  the  fef- 
fi  on ,  o  nt  he  30th  o  fj  u  n  e,  t  he  hou  fe  of 
commonshaving  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  rofe,  and  hated  to  the 
confideratioh  of  the  committee,  cer¬ 
tain  fubftitutes  for  the  deficiencies 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  efti- 
mated  prod  u<5\:  of  the  late  taxes. 
In  the  find  place,  it  would  be  ne- 
cefiary  to  find  a  fubltitute  for  the 
propofed  toll  duty,  which  had  been 
eftimated  at  450, .col.  but  which, 


from  fome  ftrong  obje<5lions  to  the 
mode  of  collecting,  had  been  given 
up.  The  tax  upon  the  transfer 
of  property  had  been  eftimated  at 
1 70,0001.  but  he  now  took  it  at  no 
more  than  8o,oo0l.  The  propofed 
duty  upon  advertifements  had  been 
given  up,  which  created  a  further 
deficiency  of  40,000!.  The  whole 
deficiency,  therefore,  for  which  he 
then  propofed  a  new  provifion, 
flood  as  follows  : 


£• 

Toll  duty  -  -  -  -  -  "  "  45°>00° 

Inland  navigation  duty,  by  fome  new  regulations,  would  caufe 

a  deficiency  of  - . 9,0 

Newfpaper  advertifements  -  40,000 

Transfer  of  property  -------  80,000 

Total  deficiency  £.  660,000 


•  Tnefe  deficiencies  Mr.  Pitt  propofed  to  fupply  by  the  following  new 


taxes : 

Surplus  on  Scotch  fpirits 
On  hoifes  employed  in  agriculture 
On  pepper  imported  - 

On  coals  exported  - 
Watches  and  clocks  -  -  - 

Mr.  Sheridan  ftrongly  oppofed 
the  tax  on  horfes  ufed  in  hufbandry. 
Mr.  Burden  contended  for  the  ne- 
celfity  there  was  of  the  landed  in- 
tereft  coming  forward,  and  fliew- 
inp  thev  were  willing  to  take  their 
fhare  of  the  burden.  He  wifhed 
to  fee  an  additional  land-tax  upon 
a  more  equal  fcale,  in  which  he 
was  fe  bonded  by  Mr.  Dent.  The 
committee  divided  on  the  horfe- 
tax — for  the  refolution  83 — againft: 
it  8.  The  other  refolutions  were 
carried,  and  the  bills  pafied  with  lit¬ 
tle  variation. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  prefen ted 


£■ 

-  182,000 

-  -  -  -  1 50,000 

-  15,000 

I4,OOQ 

-  200,000 

to  the  houfe  of  commons  a  mef- 
fage  from  his  majefty,  recommend¬ 
ing  it  to  them  to  enable  his  majefty 
to  make  remittances  from  time  to 
time,  to  be  applied  to  his  fervice 
in  Ireland,  in  fuch  manner  as 
fliould  be  approved  by  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  that  kingdom,  to  an  a-, 
mount  not  exceeding  1,500,0001, 
on  provifion  being  made  by  them 
for  difebarging  the  intereft  and 
charges  of  a  loan  to  that  amount  ; 
and  alfo  to  confider  of  guarantee¬ 
ing  a  loan  on  the  account  of  his 
ally  the  emperor,  to  be  applied  in 
making  good  the  advances  to  the 
amount  of  i>6oo,oool.  which  had 

been 
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been  made  to  his  imperial  majefty, 
and  to  defray  the  charge  of  fuch 
further  advances  as  might  be  made 
to  him  in  the  courfe  of  the  current 
year,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 

2,OCO,OOOl. 

The  houfe,  in  a  committee  of 
fupply,  took  this  meflage  into  con¬ 
sideration  on  the  ift  of  May,  when 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  thought  it  unnecef- 
fary  to  make  any  obfervations  upon 
that  part  of  the  meffage  which  re- 
fpefted  the  propofed  aid  to  Ireland. 
Refpe&ing  the  remittances  to  the 
emperor,  much  had  been  faid  be¬ 
fore;  but  feeling  it  to  be  almoft 
the  general  opinion  of  the  houfe, 
and  of  the  country  iat  large,  that  it 
was  defirable  that  we  fhould  have 
the  vigorous  co-operation  of  the 
emperor  in  the  war,  and  knowing 
we  could  not  expeft  that  co  opera¬ 
tion  unlefs  we  afforded  pecuniary 
aid  to  his  imperial  majefty,  he 
fhould  move  a  refolution,  to  ena¬ 
ble  his  majefty  to  make  advances, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  emperor, 
to  the  amount  of  three  millions  and 
a  half,  to  be  repaid  by  his  imperial 
majefty,  fo  that  the  fum  then  pro¬ 
pofed  to  be  advanced,  was  about 
i,88o,oool.  and  this  fum  was  mov¬ 
ed  for  accordingly. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  upon  this  oc- 
C2fion,  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
any  man  who  had  examined  the 
matter,  to  entertain  a  doubt  that 
the  fending  of  money  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  had  been  one  great  caufe  of  the 
fcarcity  of  cafli  which  then  pre¬ 
vailed.  He  contended,  that  we 
were  about  granting  money  to  be 
fent  to  the  emperor  at  the  very 
moment  when  it  was  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  concluded  a  peace  with 
the  French,  or  not.  It  was  noto¬ 
rious,  that  an  armiftice  for  fix  days 
liad  been  agreed  upon  between  the 
contending  armies ;  and  the  empe¬ 
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ror,  in  alluding  to  his  hopes  of 
peace,  had  faid  “  he  trufted 
that  the  enemy  would  at  length 
confent  to  accept  equitable  con¬ 
ditions.”  From  hence  Mr.  Fox 
pointed  out  the  probability  •  there 
was  of  the  emperor’s  making  peace 
without  confulting  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain.  We  ought  to  wait 
the,-confequences  of  the  impending 
negotiation  at  leaft,  and  not  vote 
away  the  money  of  the  people  in 
the  dark.  Suppofe  the  war  fhould 
be  continued,  it  would  be  neceflary 
to  know  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  negotiation  had  been  broken 
off,  and  whether  the  war  was  con¬ 
tinued  for  points  which  might  be 
confidered  as  material  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  Great  Britain,  before  the 
money  was  granted.  For  any  thing 
rhe  houfe  knew  to  the  contrary, 
thofe  two  millions  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  vote  to  the  emperor 
might  be  for  the  attainment  of  ob¬ 
jects  which  might  be  detrimental 
to  the  general  interefts  of  Europe. 
He  ftrongly  urged  the  necellity  of 
waiting  three  or  four  days  to  know 
the  ilTue  of  the  negotiation  between 
France  and  the  emperor,  before  the 
money  was  voted ,  the  arrnifiice 
terminated  on  the  16th  of  April, 
and  there  were  letters  in  town  from 
Vienna,  of  the  15th  of  the  fame 
month. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
contended,  on  the  other  fide,  that 
a  mail  plight  reach  Vienna  in  ten  or 
twelve  days,  with  the  account  of  the 
vote  which  he  then  propofed  to  the 
committee  to  pafs,and  that  if  the  ne- 
gotiat'on  was  then  pending,  it  might 
materially  a ffetft:  the  terms  in  difeufi- 
lion.  In  reply  to  what  Mr.  Fox  ftat-’ 
ed,  that  the  committee  might  per¬ 
haps  be  voting  a  fu  m  to  enable  the  em-  • 
peror  to  conclude  a  feparate  peace,  he 
recommended  adiferetionaty  power 
to  be  vefted  in  government  to  flop 
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the  fupplies  upon  the  fuppofition  of 
fuel*  an  event  taking  -place.  Mr. 
Grey  and  Mr.  Sheridan  fupported 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Fox.  When 
th  houfe  divided  there  appeared  tor 
the  original  refolution  193—  againft 
it  50. 

A  refolution  alfo  paffed  the  com¬ 
mittee  that  a  difeount  of  5  per 
cent,  be  allowed  to  fuch  fubferib- 
ers  to  the  itew  loan  as  fhould  an¬ 
ticipate  a  part  only  of  their  pay¬ 
ments,  as  before  the  difeount  was 
allowed  only  to  thofe  who  com¬ 
pleted  their  whole  payments. 

During  the  intervals  between  the 
feveral  Fages  of  the  loan  bill,  in¬ 
telligence  had  been  received  by 
the  minifter  that  preliminaries  of 
peace  between  the  French  republic 
and  the  emperor*  were  either  fign- 
ed,  or  in  great  forwardnefs;  this 
induced  him  to  Fate  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  ‘of  fupply,  on  the  £th  of 
May,  that  he  fhould  move  for  pro- 
vifion  to  be  made  for  the  repayment 
of  the  advances  which  had  then 
been  made  to  the  emperor  ;  but 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  then  to 
make  any  provifion  for  further  ad¬ 
vances  to  be  made  to  his  impe¬ 
rial  majeFy,  according  to  the 
ground  which  he  had  for  forming 
his  opinion  at  that  moment. 

Having.  Fated  the  arguments 
made  ufe  of  in  the  commons,  for 
and  again ft  granting  a  further  loan 
to  the  emperor,  we  proceed  to  F:te 
what  paffed  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the 
Irifh  loan  in  the  houfe  of  lords ;  but 
the  arguments  enforced  in  both 
houfes  being  very  fimilar,  a  brief 
account  of  the  latter  may  fuffice. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  on  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  fecoud  reading  of  the 
bill  for  granting  to  his  majeFy  four¬ 
teen  millions*  five  hundred  thonjand 
founds ,  by  way  of  loan,  the  earl 
of  Suffolk  begged  leave  to  afk  a 
queFion  of  the  fecretary  of  Fate 
fiord  Grenville),  which  was?  whe¬ 


ther  any  part  of  the  money  to 
be  raifed  by  that  bill  was  intended 
to  be  fent  to  Ireland  ?  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  faid,  that  the  fum  of  one  mil¬ 
lion  and  a  half  was  intended  for 
the  fervice  of  the  fifter  kingdom. 
In  the  eonrfe  of  the  debate  feveral 
arguments  were  urged  by  the  lords 
on  the  oppofitio-n  fide  of  the  houfc 
on  the  impropriety  of  fending  fa 
much  money  out  of  the  kingdom 
at  a  time  when  its  fcarcity  was 
fo  much  complained  of  ;  however, 
fo  far  as  it  went  to  the  protedfion 
of  Ireland,  it  was  not  altogether 
unexceptionable.  Earl  Moira,  how* 
ever,  contended,  on  the  contrary, 
that  fo  far  as  the  money  went  to 
aid  the  fyFem  of  coercion  then 
eftablifhed  in  that  kingdom,  it 
would  be  attended  with  pernicious 
confequences.  He  hacl  no  hefita- 
tjon  in  declaring,  that,  if  that  lyFem 
was  perFFed  in,  a  difmemberment 
of  the  Britifh  empire  was  to  be 
feared  ;  whereas,  had  conciliatory 
meafures  been  adopted,  which  he 
bad  propofed  fometime  before, 
things  in  that  quarter  would  have 
worn  a  much  more  promifing  a- 
fpedt.  He  begged  their  lord  Flips 
to  recoiled!  the  dreadful  confe¬ 
quences  which  had  refulted  from  a 
fimilar  fyFem  of  coercion  pmfued 
againft  America'.  In  the  begin-* 
ning  of  that  fatal  fyFem  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  had  begun  by  ftigmatizing 
them  as  rebels,  and  thence  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  become  fo. 

At  the  end  of  a  defultory  debate 
the  loan  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time. 

The  next  fubjedt  of  finance  was 
the  portion  given  with  the  princefs 
royal  on  her  marriage  with  the  he¬ 
reditary  prince  of  Wirtemburg, 
On  the  3d  of  Mav,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  introduced  intQ 
the  houfe  of  commons  a  raeflage 
from  his  majeFv,  announcing  his 
royal  confent  to  3  ferriage  between 
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his  elded  daughter  and  his  ferene 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Wirtem- 
burg,  and  that  he  did  not  doubt  but 
the  houfe  would  concur  in  making 
the  ufual  provifion  for  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  the  .elded  daughter  of  the 
royal  family  of  England.  The  ad- 
drefs  was  agreed  to  new.  con. 

The  meffage  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  on  the  5th  of  May  ,  when 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
moved,  that  the  furn  of  8oo,oool. 
be  granted  as  a  portion  to  the  prin- 
cefs  royal  on  her  marriage. 

Mr.  Curwen  faid,  he  would  not 
oppofe  the  refolution  ;  but  could 
not  help  obferving,  that,  conlider- 
ing  the  heavy  burdens  which  had 
been  lately  impofed  upon  the  people, 
he  fhould  have  been  happy  if  the 
king  had  provided  for  this  marriage 
himfeif.  He  was  as  willing  as  any 
other  man  to  exprefs  all  neceffary  af¬ 
fection  for  the  throne  and  for  the 
different  branches  of  the  roval  fami- 
ly,  but  at  a  moment  like  the  prefent 
it  would  have  had  a  good  elfeCt  if 
his  majefty  had  come  forward  and 
defrayed  that  expence  himfeif.  The 
refolution  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  fubfc fibers  to  the  loan  which 
Mr.  Pitt  obtained  near  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  fedion,  commonly  call¬ 
ed  the  loyalty  loan ,  having  difcorer- 
ed  that  they  were  liable  to  incur 
a  confiderabie  lofs  from  the  ftibfe- 
quent  depreifion  of  the  funds,  not- 
with handing  their  former  preten¬ 
tions  to  difintereftednefs,  prevailed 
upon  the  mi  aider  to  apply  to  parlia¬ 
ment  to  make  them  a  reccmpence. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
accordingly,  on  the  31ft  of  May, 
moved  the  houfe  to  that  effeCt.  He 
faid  the  perfons  in  whofe  behalf  he 
applied,  could  not  fail  to  be  re¬ 
garded  by  the  houfe  with  a  favour¬ 
able  eye,  becaufe  it  wasp  obvious 
that  they  had  been  afluated  in  a 
great  degree  by  a  zeal  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  and  by  that  zeal  had 


incurred  the  Ioffes  which  it  was  his 
wilh  the  houfe  fhould  make  good. 
He  confeffed,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  fubfcribers  looked  forward  for 
fome  chance  of  advantage  from  a 
favourable  turn  of  affairs.  He  did 
not  wifh  to  keep  from  the  view  of 
the  committee,  that  the  fubfcribers 
had  no  flriCt  ground  of  right  to  re¬ 
paration,  but  contended,  that  they 
could  not  have  looked  forward  for 
fuch  a  heavy  lofs  as  that  which 
they  had  fu flamed  fince  the  period 
of  their  fecond  depofit.  He  dated, 
that,  previous  to  the  fubfcribers 
having  made  their  fir'd  depofit,  they 
differed  a  lofs.  by  the  fall  of  the 
funds,  of  full  3  per  cent,  and,  af¬ 
ter  that,  the  lofs  they  |f;iftained  a- 
mounted  to  8,  14,  and  15  per  cent. 
At  that  time  they  dood  at  a  lofs  of 
14.  The  circumdances  which  led 
to  thefe  Ioffes  were  the  unfortunate 
events  which  had  taken  place  on 
the  continent,  &c.  all  of  which  had 
a  fhare  in  depreffing  the  docks  far 
beyond  the  natural  expeditions  of 
any  one  at  the  time  that  loan  was 
made. 

On  thefe  grounds  he  thought  it 
would  be  proper  to  alleviate  the  pref- 
fure  upon  the  fubfcribers.  He  pro- 
pofed  to  allow  them  5 1  in  every  iool. 
in  the  diape  of  a  longanimity  of  7s. 
6d.  on  everv  iool.  On  mature  con- 

j 

federation  he  found  it  impoffible  to 
frame  any  didindi  on  in  the  allowance 
between  the  fubfcriber  and  holder; 
the  onlv  way,  therefore,  was  to  fet¬ 
tle  the  general  amount,  and  to  leaye 
it  to  the  holder  and  the  fubfcriber 
to  fettle  their  refpedive  claims,  and 
this  could  only  be  done  by  allow¬ 
ing  this  fum  to  thofe  only  w  ho  pro¬ 
duced  the  original  receipts.  The 
amount  of  the  whole  he  dated  to 
be  an  annuity  of  between  fixtv  and 

-  w 

feventy  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  He 
concluded  with  moving  the  refolu¬ 
tion  “That  7s.6d.per  cent,  longan*- 
nuitv,  be  granted  on  the  faid  loan.’’ 

'  D  4  Mr, 


Mr.  Dent  contended,  that  no  man 
Could  calculate  the  evil  which  (hen 
a  precedent  might  bring  upon  the 
public.  In  1779,  anc^  I7^°?  there 
was  a  loar,  the  fubfcribers  to 
which  loll  very  confiderably,  the 
difcount  upon  their  flock  being 
very  high  before  the  firfl  depofit 
was  made;  he  thought  the  flock- 
holders  then  were  equal  friends  to 
their  country  as  thofe  who  fub- 
fcribed  to  the  loyalty  loan.  That 
loan  was  a  fpeculation,  on  which 
the  fubfcribers  entered  with  the 
ufuaf  expectation  of  gain  or  Iqfs, 
like  any  other  fpeculation.  Mr.  W 
Smith,  Mr.  Tierney,  and  Mr.  Bafi- 
tard,  urged  the  evil  tendency  of 
fuch  a  precedent,  and  conjured  the 
committee  to  reflect  upon  the  flate 
of  the  country  before  they  gave  fanc- 
tion  to  a  meafure  fo  unprecedented 
and  fliameful  in  its  nature,  and  fo 
ruinous  in  its  confequences. 

When  the  committee  divided  on 
the  queftion,  there  appeared  Ayes 
.40r^-Noes  26. 

This  bufinefs  was  difcufled  again 
by  the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  1  ft 
of  June,  when  the  injuftice  of  it  was 
fo  ftrongly  urged  by  the  members 
Wiho  oppofed  it,  that  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  carried  the  refolu- 
tion  by  a  majority  of  a  Angle  vote, 
namely,  36  to  35.  This  queflion 
was  therefore  not  refumed  during 
the  feffion. 

A  fubje<5t  immediately  connected 
with  the  two  budgets,  and  mate¬ 
rially  afFeCting  the  finances  of  the 
year,  was  the  funding  of  the  navy 
and  exchequer  bills  *. 

This  fubjeCt  was  fubmitted  to 
the  houfe  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  on  the  28th  of  October; 
the  objeCt,  he  faid,  was  to  remove 
out  of  the  market  a  large  mafs  of 
floating  debt,  which,  in  confe- 


quence  of  having  fallen  to  a  con- 
fiderable difcount,  tended  materially 
to  injure  public  credit,  to  obitruCt 
the  intercourfe  of  commerce,  and 
impede  the  fources  of  the  national 
profperity.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  war  regulations  had.  .been 
adopted,  that  navy  bills  which  had 
been  hTued  before  for  an  indefinite 
period,  Ihould  become  payable'  at 
the  expiration  of  fifteen  months, 
bearing  in  the  mean  time  an  in- 
terelt  of  ^  per  cent.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  new  arrangement, 
there  was  necelfarily  a  certain  pro¬ 
portion  of  outllanding  navy  bills, 
payable  at  different  periods,  at 
the  end  of  each  month,  and  all 
thefe  were  payable  either  in  1797, 
early  in  the  next  year.  Such 
being  the  cafe,  Mr.  Pitt  came  for¬ 
ward  to  offer*  what  he  termed  fair 
•and  equitable  terms,  to  the  holders 
of  thefe  bills,  viz.  to  take  flock 
for  their  amount,  and  thereby  to 
convert  them  into  funded  debt."  If, 
as  he  proposed,  they  were  funded 
down  to  the  lateft  period,  the  whole 
number  of  navy  bills  amounted  to 
almofl  twelve  millions,  of  which 
the  earlieft  would  be  due  within 
a  month  from  theprefent  time,  and 
the  lateft  within  fifteen  months. 
As  they  would  become  due  at  pe¬ 
riods  thus  difproportionate,  it  w|ts 
reafonable  to  divide  them  into  dif¬ 
ferent  clafles,  and  to  offer  different 
terms  to  the  refpeCtive  holders,  cal¬ 
culated  according  to  the  time  at 
which  the  bills  were  payable.  It 
wasto  beconfidered,  that" the  houfe 
were  giving,  to  the  holders  of  navy 
bills,  funds  which  were  immediate¬ 
ly  difpofable  for  money,  according 
to  the  rate  at  which  they  flood  in 
the  market,  in  lieu  of  bills  fubjetf: 
to  a  certain  difcount,  and  at  the 
fame  time  bearing  an  interefl  of 


*  S.eeT  the/°|i7  Qf  thjs  ?Caf”r*  afcty  difcufled  In  a  pamphlet  pubbfhed  by 
pi  Lauderdale,  uuqjed  “ Thoughts  pn  tfie‘ Pieces  of  Great  Britain,’’  &c 
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4  per  cent.  *  In  adju  fling  therefore 
the  amount  of  the  bonus  to  be  given, 
the  point  to  be  conftdered  was,  the 
difference  betweeu  the  value  of 
thofe  bills,  thus  burdened  with  a 
difcount*  and  drawing  an  intereft, 
and  the  value  of  thofe  funds  which 
were  to  be  transferred  to  the  re- 
fpe&ive  holders.  It  had  been  deem¬ 
ed  advifable  to  fund  the  bills  in  the 


different  flocks,  leaving  the  choice 
of  the  particular  flock  to  the  option 
of  the  holders.  In  confequence, 
according  to  the  rate  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  flocks,  the  fmalleft  bonus  would 
be  given  in  the  3  per  cents.;  a 
larger  bonus  in  the  4  cents. ;  and 
flill  a  greater  in  the  5  per  cents. 
Mr.  Pitt  divided  the  holders  into 
four  clafles. 


.  f  O&ober, 

Firft  clafs,  comprehending  the  months  of  ^  November,  >  1795. 

I  December,  j 

f  January,  ^ 

Second  clafs,  comprehending  the  months  of  3  March1^*  1 1  796. 

{ April.  J 

C  May,  } 

Third  clafs,  comprehending  the  months  of  <  June,  J. 

(July.  J 

f  Augufl, 

Fourth  clafs,  comprehending  the  months  of  <  September,  J  1  Tq6. 

i  October.  )  _ 

He  rated  the  3  per  cents,  at  58, 
the  4  per  cents,  at  75, 
the  5  per  cents,  at  88, 

He  propofed  that  the  holders  of  navy  bills  fhould  have  their  option 
of  three  kinds  of  flocks,  with  the  following  abatements  on  the  prefeiit 
prices  : 

f  of  2  per  cent,  in  the  3  per  cents. 

For  the  firft  clafs  <!  of  3  per  cent,  in  the  4  per  cents.  1 

^of  4  per  cent,  in  the  5  per  cents. 


For  the  fecond  clafs 


of  1  l  per  cent,  in  the  3  per  cents, 
of  2  |  per  cent,  in  the  4  per  cents, 
of  3  per  cent,  in  the  5  per  cents. 

of  1  per  cent,  in  the  3  per  cents. 


For  the  third  clafs  <  of  2  per  cent  in  the  4  per  cents. 

i  of  3  per  cent,  in  the  5  per  cents. 


For  the  fourth  clafs 


of  4:  Per  cent.  1°  the  3  per  cents, 

of  1  4  per  cent,  in  the  4  per  Cents. 

of  2  -j  per  cent,  in  the  5  per  cents. 


The 


>  i‘ 
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The  bills  to  bear  intereH  till  the  12th  of  December,  and  the  dividends 
to  commence  with  the  refpedtive  funds,  viz. 

The  3  per  cent  con  fob  1  from  Xoven-bcr  Iafl. 
ihe  5  per  cents.  j 

The  4  per  cents.  -  -  from  Michaelmas  laft. 

According  to  this  fcale  the  average  of  the  bonus  upon  all  the  clafies  of 
bills  flood  as  follows  ; 

i  i  in  the  3  per  cents. 


2  |  in  the 

3  -J-  in  the 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  Hated,  that,  in  addition  to  the 
outilanding  navy  bills,  there  were 
alfo  exchequer  bills  unfunded  to 
the  amount  of  two  millions  and 
a  half.  Thefe  exchequer  bills  did 
not  become  due  till  the  5th  of  July, 
but  he  thought  it  advifable  to  put 
them  on  the  fame  footing  as  the 
navy  bills.  He  therefore  pro- 
pofed  to  fund  them  at  the  rate 
of  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  intereH, 
which  correfponded  nearly  with  the 
terms  allowed  forthe  different  ciaffes 
of  navy  bills. 

He  concluded  with  moving  for 
provifion  to  be  made  for  fatisfying 
all  the  bills  payable  at  the  navy 
office  which  had  been  made  out, 
on  or  before  the  27th  of  Odlober, 
1796,  amounting  to  the  fum  of 
11,993,167!.  19s.  9d. 

Mr.  Hutfey  Hrongly  contended  • 
that  the  terms  offered  to  the  bill- 
holders  were  extravagant  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  as  tile  man  who  took  govern¬ 
ment  bills  at  14  percent,  difcount, 
purchafed  into  the  3  per  cents, 
at  49.  He  thought  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  mini  Hers  was  highly  repre- 
henhble  in  incurring  debts  which 
they  had  not  the  means  of  paying 
off. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  obferved,  that 
in  the  firH  budget  of  the  preceding 
feflionthe  houfe  had  heaid  of  a  mil¬ 
lion  and  a  half  of  navy  bills  j  in 


4  per  cents. 

3  per  cents. 

the  next  they  heard  of  four  mil¬ 
lions,  and  now  they  were  told  of 
a  fum  exceeding  ten  millions.  He 
contended,  that  the  houfe  had  a 
right  to  know  in  the  firH  place 
what  intereH  thofe  who  received 
government  bills  in  the  month  of 
September  at  14  per  cent,  difcount 
would  receive  if  they  chofe  to  fund 
them  in  the  3  per  cents.  He  took 
14  as  the  medium  of  the  difcount. 
Thofe  who  about  fixty  days  before 
had  advanced  861.  had  now  a  claim 
of  iool.  In  the  firH  inflance  then, 
they  gained  the  whole  14  per  cent, 
difcount;  in  the  next  place  they 
received  3  ~  per  cent,  for  they 
were  to  be  allowed  2  ~  per  cent, 
upon  the  then  market  price,  which 
yvas  88,  beHdes  the  4  per  cent. 
intereH,  which  they  had  during  the 
fixty  days.  With  the  difcount  and 
intereH,  therefore,  they  actually 
had  at  the  rate  of  103I.  per  cent, 
per  annum  intereH  for  their  money  ! 

Before  he  agreed  to  a  meafure  fo 
extraordinary  and  expenfive,  he 
wiHied  to  have  fome  Hronger  rea- 
fons  than  thofe  he  had  heard  ;  by 
the  plan  then  before  the  houfe  an 
addition  of  il.  18s.  per  cent,  was 
to  be  paid  upon  the  fecurities  of 
government.  Taking  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  allowance  as  applying  to 
the  whole  fum  to  be  funded,  it 
would  make  an  additional  charge 
to  the  public  of  24.q,qoq1, 
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Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  reply,  defended 
the  meafure  as  the  beft  which  could 
be  adopted  underlie  exijling  cir - 
curnjlances .  He  then  produced  fe- 
veral  criterions  of  the  general  pro- 
fperity  of  the  country,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  preflbre  of  temporary 
embarraftment ;  firft:,  that  wnile  the 
funds  were  fenfibly  affefted  from 
the  fcarcity  of  money,  the  revenue 
Hill  continued  high,  and,  during  a 
period  of  war,  approached  very 
nearly  to  what  it  had  been  in  the 
moft  flourifhing  sera  of  peace. 
Secondly,  the  credit  of  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  remained  on  the  moft  re- 
fpeftable  footing,  and  this  reputa¬ 
tion  was  fupportednot  by  confining 
themfelves.to  a  contracted  fcale  of 
trade,  but  bv  launching  into  the 
moft  extenflve  operations  of  com¬ 
merce.  But  it  was  evident,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  extend  on  of  trade, 
and  the  increafe  of  capital,  the 
expenditure  became  greater. 

When  the  firft  queftion  had  been 
put  and  carried,  the  fecond  q  ,ef- 
tion  was  propofed,  that  provifion 
be  made  for  fatisfying  all  the  ex¬ 
chequer  bills  made  out  by  virtue  of 
an  aft  of  the  preceding  feffion  of 
parliament  for  enabling  his  ma- 
jefty  to  raife  the  fum  of  2,500,000!. 
for  the  ufes  therein  mentioned* 
This  was  alfo  carried,  and  bills 
were  foon  afterwards  introduced  in¬ 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  conform¬ 
able  to  thefe  refolutions. 

Mr.  Huffey,  on  the  2 iff  of  De¬ 
cember,  while  the  houfe  was  in  a 
committee  on  the  bill  for  the  more 
fpeedy  payment  of  navy,  tranfport, 
and  viftualli ng  bills,  objefted  to 
the  regulations  therein  mentioned* 
which,  in  his  opinion,  wou!d  not 
enable-the  public  to  go  to  the  mar¬ 
ket  with  advantage,  but  would,  on 
the  contrary,  have  the  effeft  of  en~ 
gpuraging  injurious  fpeculation, 
'J'Jie  ch^npellor  of  the^exchequey 


faid,  that  all  the  bill  enafted  was, 
that  a  navy  bill  fliould  not  run 
more  than  three  months.  The  in¬ 
terest  was  calculated  as  nearly  as 
poffible  at  the  rate  of  5  percent. 
He  contended,  that  the  mode  of 
payment  propofed  by  the  bill  would 
be  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  parties 
concerned.  The  bill  was  then  read 
a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed 
to. 

The  firft  India  budget  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  houfe  of  commons 
by  Mr.  fecretary  Dundas,  on  the 
201  h  of  December.  He  faid  the 
accounts  which  he  had  to  Hate 
would  not  take  up  a  confidefable 
portion  of  time,  becaufe  they  were 
comprifed  in  a  narrower  compafs 
than  upon  former  occafions, in  con- 
fcquence  of  fome  regulations  which 
he  had  Introduced  into  the  accounts 
of  eftimates  from  the  prefidencies  a- 
broad.  The  papers  were  upon  the 
table  for  the  information  of  the 
committee;  and  for  the  fakeof  elu¬ 
cidation  he  brought  forward  the 
refults  of  the  accounts  applicable 
to  each  fettlement,  feparately  ;  and 
then  he  introduced  the  accounts  of 
all  the  fettlements  combined;  after¬ 
wards  the  feparate  accounts  of  the 
Eafl  India  company  at  home  were 
brought  forward  ;  and,  laftly,  an 
enumeration  of  them  all,  the  fo¬ 
reign  and  domeftic  being  combined 
in  order  to  deduce  the  genera!  re- 
fult.  He  proceeded  to  enter  into 
the  necellary  details,  obferving  that 
he  had  divided  his  ftatements  into 
three  claffes.  The  firft  clafs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  ufual  praftice,  con¬ 
fided  of  the  average  ftatements  of 
the  three  luft  years,  with  a  view  of 
enabling  the  committee  to  judge  of 
the  paft.  The'  other  account,  was 
to  lav  before  the  committee  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  eftimates,  and  aftual 
amounts  of  the  charges  and  reve¬ 
nues  pf  the  laft  year;  and  the  third 

clafs 
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dais  contained  the  account  of  what¬ 
ever  expences  or  difburfements 
might  arife  in  a  future  year. 

He  wilhed  the  members  to  recol¬ 
lect  that  the  accounts  he  then  laid 
before  them  came  over  in  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  fpring,  and 
obferved  that  it  they  defired  to  have 
an  accurate  account  of  the  whole 
revenues  to  the  lateit  period  of  the 


year  to  which  thefe  accounts  be¬ 
longed,  he  lhould  produce  another 
flatement  in  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
fuing  lpring,  bv  which  time  he 
hoped  to  have  them  tranfmitted. 

The  ifatements  of  the  India  bud¬ 
gets  being  in  general  exceedingly 
prolix,  we  have  confined  ourfelves 
to  a  review  of  the  general  refults  in 
the  feveral  pretidencies, 


General  State  of  the  Revenue  and  Charges  in  India  for  the  Year  1794-$. 


Revenues.  No.  3,  Bengal 
No.  6,  Madras 
No.  9,  Bombay 


-  5’937>93 r 

-  I>775>7^ 

312,480 


8,026,193 


Charges.  No.  3,  Bengal 
No.  6,  Madras 
No.  9,  Bombay 


-  3>477>396 

-  1,769,125 

-  697,924 


Total  Charge 
Total  Revenue 


-  5,944,44$ 

-  8,026,193 


Net  Revenue  of  the  Three  Prefidencies 

No.  18,  Deduct  fupplies  to  Bencoolen,  & c. 

Surplus  Revenues  1794-5  - 

Which  were  more  than  the  eftimates  by 


2,081,748 

74.857 

2,006,891 


-  1 
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This  fum,  he  faid,  might  be  confidered  as  a  free  difpofable  fum 
for  the  purchale  of  inveftments,  or  for  any  other  purpofe  ;  but  previous 
to  fuch  an  application  a  deduction  was  to  be  made  of  different  items,  as- 
fellow.  •' 

\  *-  '  r  *  '  4  5  •y'r  j  •  t.,  ?  , 

Dedudl  intereft  on  debts  to  be  paid  from  the  furplus. 

.  399’422 


No.  18,  Bengal 
No.  19,  Madras 
No.  20,  Bombay 


8,807 

76,072 


Total-intereft  - 


-  484,301 


Hence  the  net  furplus  from  the  territorial  revenues  would  be  1,522,590 
.  Ta  which  it  was  proper  to  add  the  amount  of  the  fales  of  1  ^ 

imports,  certificates,  &ct  (No.  1 5.)  -  -  -  -  j  5°^-> 1 7 7 

And 
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And  the  amount  which  would  be  applicable  to  the  purO  jT. 
chafe  of  inveftments,  -payment  of  commercial  charges,  ^  2,084,767 
would  then  be  -  -  -  -  -  -  *  -) 

The  fum  of  3,084,676!.  remained  applicable  then  to  the  purpofes 
which  he  had  dated,  and  accordingly  it  was  his  duty  then  to  add  rhe  dif- 
pofition  of  that  fum,  the  accounts  of  which  he  underftood  had  been 
made  out  with  the-  utmoft  accuracy,  and  which  he  believed  appeared 
thus : 


Difpofition  of  the  furplus  from  the  territorial  revenues. 


No.  18,  At  Bengal,  inveftments,  including  charges,  &c.  1,108^449 
No.  19,  Madras,  ditto  -----  -  5*6  808 

No.  20,  Bombay,  ditto  -----  -  166,636 

No.  22,  Bencooien,  ditto  -  -  26,552 

•  !. 83*445 

This  total  was  fhort  of  the  amount  applicable  to  the  pur-  1  , 

chafe  of  inveftments  in  the  fum  of  -  -  -  -  -  j  2-r  pS22 

The  committee,  he  obferved,  would  perceive  that  the  fum  of 
1,838,4451.  was  payable  partly  from  the  produce  of  the  territorial  reve¬ 
nues,  and  partly  from  the  proceeds  of  the  eftimates,  but  that  there  ftil! 
remained  a  fum  of  246,322b  applicable  to  any  other  purpofe.  -  This 
fum  he  underftood  had  been  applied  to  the  purchafe  of  rice,  and  to  the 
profit  and  lofs  account  upon  internal  trade.  He  faid  that  the  committee 
had  not  yet  a  full  account  of  the  inveftments,  for  it  was  perfectly 
obvious  that  part  had  been  taken  from  the  afters,  which  were  compre¬ 
hended  in  a  paper  (No.  22)  under  the  title  of  cargoes  invoiced  to  Eu¬ 
rope  in  1794-5,  to  the  amount  of  2,178,118b  He  had  now  ftated  what 
the  amount  of  the  receipts  and  difburfements  of  the  presidencies  were  in 
detail  ;  he  next  proceeded  to  ftate  them  in  a  general  view. 

General  view  of  the  refult  of  the  eftimates  for  1795-6  colledlivelv. 

(  ...  -  -  £' 

Net  revenue  of  the  three  prefidencies  for  the  year  1795-6  1*852,573 

Amount  eftimated  to  be  applicable  to  the  purchafe  of  in  -  7  , 

veftments,  See.  -  - . 5  ‘>795, ‘66 

Which  was  lefs  than  the  a£hial  amount  of  laft  year  by  -  289,601 


Debts  in  India, 


No.  16  amounted  laft  year  to 
amount  this  year  to 

Decreafe  - 


1 

£- 

“  7>3°5>4&& 

•  M*3>73  7 


49I»7‘| 

Debt*. 


hi 
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Debts  bearing  intereft  in  India  in  1794-5  amounted  to 
Ditto  in  1795-6  amounted  to  - 

Decreafe  of  debt  bearing  intereft  - 


£• 

5,597499 

5,328,868 

268,431 


■/ 


No.  21,  Affets  in  India,  eonfifting  of  cafb,  goods,  &c.  \  g  gQ>_  ^ 

laft  year  - . j  ’  h 

Ditto  by  the  prefent  ftjtements  -  - 


Increafe  of  affets 


8,867,266 
59,665 


Adding  the  increafe  of  affets  to  the  decreafe  of  debts,  the") 
eompany’s  affairs  in  India  were  better  by  -  -  3 


55^39° 


Having  ftated  the  affairs  of  the  company  abroad,  which  was  the  only 
part  for  which  he  was  refponfible,  he  proceeded  to  give  the  ftateof  their 
affairs  at  home,  which  were  more  immediately  under  the  charge  of  the 
directors.  Since  the  renewal  of  the  company’s  charter,  in  1793,  it  be- 
came  neceffarv  to  know  from  the  nature  of  their  eftates  abroad,  how 
much  they  could  allow  to  government  for  the  renewal  of  that  charter. 
The  refult  of  the  accounts  was  prepared  under  the  infpeCtion  of  Sir 
Francis  Baring.  With  refpeCt  to  the  participation  of  government  in  the 
profits  of  the  company,  it  would  appear,  from  the  combined  ftate  of  the 
accounts  at  home  and  abroad,  that  the  faireft  expectations  might  be 
formed. 

Home  Accounts.  , 

£• 

The  produce  of  the  Tales,  up  to  the  firft  of  March,  had  }  g  T  o 
far  exceeded  expectation ;  the  whole  amount  was  -  -  3  >  3  ’^5 


The  fales  of  the  company’s  goods  were  eftimated  at 
And  actually  amounted,  after  proper  deduction,  to 

The  aCtual  excefs  therefore  was  -  -  - 


5>ST7>5°° 

6,588,969 

1,071,469 


The  charges  and  profits  on  private  trade  were  eftimated  at 
The  aCtual  amount  was  - 

Being  more  than  the  eftimate  - 

General  Result. 


60,000 

148,417 

88,417 


Balance  of  cafh  eftimated  to  be  deficient  laft  year  -  •  371)838 

ACtual  balance  remaining  this  year  after  paying  off  1 
493  ,225b  of  the  bonded  debt,  and  having  borrowed  >  459,398 
150,000b  from  the  bank  -  -  -  «  -  -  -  j 


The 
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The  Debts  at  Home, 


In  March,  179$,  were  . 
No.  23,  in  March,  1796 

Increafe 


£■ 

6,946,323 

7,4.74,700 

52®>377 


^  Assets* 

At  home  and  afloat,  ift  March,  1795 
No.  23,  1  ft  March,  1796 

Increafe  this  year  - 


-  10,41-3,254 

-  12,024,312 

1,610,95s 


Deducting  increafe  of  debts  above,  from  increafe  of  aflets,  "j  §  *p 
the  ftate  of  affairs  at  home  appeared  better  in  1796,  by  j"  ,0  2*501 
Upon  a  general  companion  of  debts  and  aflets,  Mr:  Dun-  ) 
das  concluded,  that  the  company’s  affairs  were  better,  as  to  >  1,240,490 
debts  and  aflets,  than  laft  year,  by  -  J 


Mr.  Dundas  next  alluded  to 
the  plan  which  h&  had  laid  -before 
parliament  laft  year  for  red-reffing 
the  grievances  complained  of  by 
the  officers  in  the  company’s  fer- 
vice.  -  - 

Thefe  meritorious  men  had  la¬ 
boured  under  many  hard  (hips  ;  they 
had  not  the  fame  chance  with  his 
majefty’s  officers  of  being  put  upon 
the  ftaff.  They  could  not  return  to 
their  own  country  for  the  benefit  of 
their  health  without  giving  up  their 
commiflions  and  lofing  their  pay.* 
They  had  not  often  the  means  to 
enable  them  to  return,  nor  any  half 
pay  if  they  fhould  quit  the  fervice. 
Thefe  were  the  grievances  they 
complained  of,  and  he  certainly 
thought  that  their  complaints  were 
juft.  Thefe  complaints  had  been 
completely  remedied,  and  the- regu¬ 
lations  to  that  effect  had  been  fent 
to  India,  where  they  were  highly 
approved  of  by  the  great  bulk  of 
the  officers.  The  enforcing  of  thefe 
regulations  would  be  attended  with 
an  expence  of  about  four  millions. 
He  reprefented  the  affairs  in  India 


to  be  in  a  ftate  of  progrefiive  im¬ 
provement.  He  ftated,  however, 
that  the  expences  to  be  accounted 
for-  in  the  next  budget  would  be 
greater  on  account  of  the  arma¬ 
ments  that  had  been  fitted  out  a- 
gainft  |he  if! and  of  Ceylon,  the 
fpice  iflands,  and  the  other  poffef- 
fions  which  had  been  Captured  from 
the  Dutch.  He  then  prefented  a 
feries  of  refolutions  purfuant  to 
his  ftate ments. 

Mr.  Hufiey  contended,  that  the 
revenue  of  India,  after  the  necef- 
fary-  deductions,  fell  thort  of  th'e 
appropriation  of  a  million ;  nor 
could  he  look  upon  the  revenues 
of  the- company  as  increafing,  be- 
caufe  the  efi.nates  of  the  prefent 
year  were  lefs  than  the  former.  He 
in  lifted  that  the  company  was  now 
infolvent,  as  it  would  turn  out ; 
that  were  all  its  effedfs  turned  into 
money,  it  would  not  have  enough 
to  pay  all  demands  ;  the  former  he 
calculated  at  6,7-34,0601.  and  the 
latter  would  amount  to  7,780,0001. 
The  refolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  fecretarv  Dundas,  on  the 

14th 
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14th  of  July,  brought  forward  a  He  entered  into  an  examination  of 
fecond  India  budget ;  the  accounts  the  houfe  accounts,  and,  ladly, 
he  then  fubmitted  to  the  committee  (hewed  the  fkmrifliing  ftate  of  the 
had  been  made  out  to  the  Isted  pe-  company’s  finances,  by  giving  a 
riod,  and  fo  far  as  related  to  the  comparative  view  of  the  account? 
explanation  of  their  ftatements,  he  prefented  this  year  with  the  edimate 
followed  the  fame  plan  which  he  on  which  the  arrangement  of  1 793 
had  done  in  the  former  accounts,  w  as  formed. 


A  General  View  of  the  PvEsult  of  the  Estimates. 


Revenues. 


Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 

•  rif  i  v:  ;  *  ■  4*- .  f  ,  *  -t  .  m  • 

•  jj  r ,  fjgjff  y-’  *  •.  * 

•  .  *  :  • 

~  •  «*  «•  .  •  <  m  ■  ■■  •  m 

••  1  -  *•  --  •  %  ’*='•  •.  i  /  ‘  4.  . 

•  v  :  ■  *531^ 

*  • 

-  *  2,159,402  .  . 

-  ‘  284,959  ' 

Total  amount  of  revenues  -  -  ..  r 

-  8,15*4,872 

^  ff » 1  'i  ft '%  /  *.rT f* 

v J  .  r  A  'JUIJ  5V--i  '  j.  4.1  -y 

-  /.  i_.i  ..  J.xjt  . 

Charges. 

•  *  ;  a  '  1.'  O  \  1  if  0  i )  f! .»  D  fe  Zi '  W 

Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 

'  •  -m  <m  -  m  •  .  -  m 

•  mr  m  m  '  m  1  • 

w  -f :  * 

M  -  3»733>8<^s&o' 

*  2,OO5,22i|16d0 
-  777,973 

Total  charges 

V*  '  1*,.  +  ,  -  ! ;  •  v  ‘  .  r  4  1  •  V  * 

- ;  -  '  -  •  r 

- -v  "  i 

-  *  6,517,057 

Tfe  net  revenue 

<  3  i '  U  0  vV  C**l  v  V r  <11 '  r,  n  &  n  3  H  y/  n 

of  the  three  prefidencies  was 

fV'»  £ - ‘  ^ v"*'  Q’H  ^  ,  -r 

i'J'bnoo  ?3frno1  Tied?  dicw 

^63  7,8 1.5 

X  r*  x  s y  \  ^ y f  f?  f « f',  ■'iik 

*  *  ‘  ^ 

The  Debts  in  India., 

•  VV  *  ^  i  ;•  3(t  J  TO  J  ft 

■"  b&ff 

v  - 

The  amount  dated  lad  year  was  9 

The  amount  this  year  w  as  - 

5  -  ii  v*  i'A  *v  2  /  U 

-  6,813,736 

-  7,146,083 

So  that  there  wras  an  increafe  of  - 

■  —  » 

232,34; 

Assets  in  India. 

The  aflets  in  India,  confiding  of  cadi,  goods,  &c.  lad 

year,  amounted  to . 8,867,266’ 

By  the  prefent  datements  8,958,669 

Increafe  of  aflets  in  India  -  -  -  -  .  01. a  02 


<  « 


Upon 
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Upon  a  comparifon  of  accounts  prefented  this  year,  with  the  eftimates 
on  which  the  arrangements  of  1793  were  formed,  the  eftimated  furplus 
of  1796-7  was  1,584,0081.  which  exceeded  the  eftimate  of  1793  by 
70,43  il.  #  J- 

The  total  of  the  eftimate  of  receipts  and  Tales  of  1793  was  5,195,987 
The  total  of  the  actual  ditto  in  1796-7  was  -  7,316,916 


He  made  the  net  excefs  of  pay 
receipts  for  1796-7  amount  to 

He  next  begged  the  committee 
to  obferve,  that  though  there  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  decreafe  in  the  date 
of  the  company’s  affairs,  they  were, 
notwithftanding,  as  favourable  and 
as  fiourifliing  as  the  mod  fanguine 
perfon  could  wifh.  Some  caufes 
of  a  diminution  of  revenue  he  had 
pointed  out  lad  year,  one  of  which 
was  a  diminution  in  the  fale  of 
various  articles,  particularly  that 
of  opium,  during  war ;  and  the 
other,  was  the  increafed  amount  of 
charges,  on  account  of  increafed 
military  arrangements  in  the  va¬ 
rious  fettlements  abroad.  He  w idl¬ 
ed  the  prefent  date  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  affairs  might  be  compared 
with  their  former  condition,  when 
their  folvency  was  a  matter  of  pub¬ 
lic  deputation.  In  1783,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  height  to  which  party 
had  run,  every  thing  relating  to 
their  affairs  was  ddufive. 


E 


ments  over  the  a£tual  7  OD 

-  >  1,882,965 

In  1786  the  debts  of  the  com¬ 
pany  amounted  to  four  millions  be¬ 
yond  the  affets ;  fince  that  time 
they  had  indeed  increafed  their  ca¬ 
pital  3,740,000!.  but  againft  that 
was  to  be  placed  the  fum  of 
3,330,0001.  as  the  expences  of  car¬ 
rying  on  the  war  with  Tippoo,  and 
in  the  capture  of  the  French  and 
Dutch  fettlements  in  the  Ead Indies. 
In  1796,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
affairs  of  the  company  had  been 
made  better  by  the  fum  of  eleven 
millions  than  they  were  in  1 786. 

It  appeared  from  the  datements 
that  the  company’s  afTets  abroad 
exceeded  the  debts  to  the  amount 
of  66o,oool.  and  that  if  their  whole, 
affairs  were  wound  up,  they  would 
receive  an  annual  intereft  of 
950,0001.  He  concluded  with  mov¬ 
ing  a  feries  of  refohmons  purfuant 
to  his  datements,  which  were  agreed 
to. 


1797- 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Meviiew  of  the  'Negotiation  at  Paris  in  1 7p6\ — His  Majejly's  Declaration  oil 
that  Subject. — Debates jn  Parliament  on  the  Negotiation. — In  the  Houfe  of 
Lords. — -In  the  Houfe  of  Commons. — Endeavours  of  the  Oppoftion  Party  to 
remove  the  Obfacles  to  Peace. — Motion  to  that  effedi  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
— Further  Dfcvjfion  on  the  Subject-  of  Peace  in  the  fame  Houfe. — Motion  for 
Peace  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 


IN  our  preceding  volume,  in  re¬ 
lating  the  political  tianfa&ions  in 
Prance,  a  iliort  account  was  intro¬ 
duced  of  the  negotiation  for  peace, 
which  was  attempted  at  Paris,  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1796.  The 
fubjeft  was  brought  before  the  Bri- 
tifh  parliament,  foon  after  thereturn 
of  Lord  Malmelbury,  and  under¬ 
went  a  lpirited  and  interesting  dif- 
cuffion  in  both  houfes.  The  lince- 
rity  of  mini  iters  wras  queftioned  by 
feme  of  the  fpeakers  on  the  iide 
of  oppofition,  and  the  extravagant 
terms  (as  they  were  deemed  by  that 
tide  of  the  houfe)  propofed  to  the 
French  were  vehemently  cenfured  ; 
while,  on  tlje.  other  hand,  the  mini- 
iters  defended  themfelves,  by  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  abrupt  and  violent  condudt 
of  the  French  in  haftily  difmiffing  the 
ambaBador,  as  a  proof  of  their  in- 
•ifpolition  to  peace,  which  they 
confirmed  by  a  general  review  of 
the  late  politics  of  France. 

His  Majefly’s  declaration  oil  this 
fubjeCt  was  laid  before  the  houfe  of 
lords,  on  the  27th  of  Dec.  by  lord 
Grenville,  wherein  lie  acquainted 
them,  4*'  That  the  negotiation, 
which  an  anxious  delire  of  peace 
hid  induced  him  to  open  at  Paris, 
had  been  abruptly  terminated  by 
the  French  government. 

“  That  his  majelty  had  direfted 
an  overture  to  be  made,’  in  his  name, 
by  his  minifter  in  Switzerland,  to  ap¬ 
pertain,  the  difpolit ions  of  the  French 


government  refpeeting  peace ;  the 
anfwcr  which  he  received  was  at 
once  haughty  and  evalive ;  it  affedt- 
ed  to  queftiqn  the  lincerity  of  which 
his  majeliyV  condudt  had  afforded 
fo  unequivocal  a  proof  ;  it  objected 
to  the  mode  of  negotiation  propos¬ 
ed  (that  of  a  general  congrefs,  by 
which  peace  had  fo  often  been  re- 
llored  to  Europe)  ;  but  it  Eerdioufly 
pulled  over  in  lilence  his  majefty’s 
dellre  to  know  what  other  mode 
would  be  preferred  by  France;  it  af- 
ferted  a  principle,  as  an  in  difpen fa¬ 
ble  preliminary  to  all  negotiation, 
under  which  the  terms  of  peace 
mult  have  been  regulated ;  not  by 
the  ufual  conli derations  of  juftice, 
but  by  an  implicit  fubmiffion  on  the 
part  of  all  other  powers  to  a  claim 
founded  on  the  internal  laws  and 
feparate  coiillitution  of  France,  as 
having  full  authority  to  luperfede 
the  treaties  entered  into  by  inde¬ 
pendent  Hates,  to  govern  their  in- 
terefts,  eoiitroul  their  engagements* 
and  difpofe  of  their  dominions. 

“  A  pretention  fo  extravagant 
could  in  no  inftance  be  admitted; 
in  the  prefent,  it  led  to  nothing  lefs 
than  that  France  fhould,  as  a  preli¬ 
minary  to  all  difeuffion,  retain  near¬ 
ly  all  her  conquefts,  and  particularly 
thole  in  which  his  m  a  jelly  was.  molt 
concerned  ;  that  fhe  fhould  recover 
back  all  that  had  been  conquered 
fr o  m  her ;  and  tha  t  the  fh  oul  d  bri  n  g 
forward  fuch  farther  demands,  as 

back 
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fuch  unqualified  fabtmffion,  on  the 
part  of  thofe  with  whom  ihe  treat¬ 
ed,  could  not  fail  to  produce.  On 
fuch  ground  no  negotiation  could  be 
edablifhed  ;  neither  did  the  anfwers 
of  the  French  give  any  opening  for 
continuing:  the  difculhon,  fince  the 
mode  offered.  by  his  majefty  had 
been  reje&ed,  and  no  other  been 
dated  in  which  they  were  willing 
to  concur. 

u  Not  difeouraged  by  this  refult, 
and  in  order  to  deprive  his  enemies 
of  "all  fubterfuge  or  evafion,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  renewed  in  another  form,  and 
through  the  intervention  of  a  friend¬ 
ly  power,  a  propofal  for  opening  ne¬ 
gotiations  for  peace :  the  repeated 
overtures  were  of  fuch  a  nature  that 
the  French  government  found  it  im- 
pofilbie  to  reject  them,  without 
avowing  to  all  Europe  an  abfolute 
determination  to  refute  all  hope  of 
the  redoration  of  tranquillity.  A 
channel  was  therefore  at  length  in¬ 
dicated,  through  which  the  govern  - 
Elien t  of  France  profeffed  itlelf  will¬ 
ing  to  negotiate,  and  a  read i nets  was 
exprelfed  to  receive  a  minider  au¬ 
thorized  by  his  majefty  io  proceed 
to  Paris  for  that  purpofe.  'Hie  re¬ 
peated  endeavours  of  the  French 
government  to  defeat  this  million  in 
its  outlet,  and  to  break  off  the  inter- 
courfe-thus  opened  ;  but  above  all, 
the  abrupt  termination  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  afforded  the  mod  coficiu- 
live  prddf,  that  at  no  period  of  it  was 
any  real  wifh  for  peace  entertained 
by' the  French  government. 

"  It  had  been  agreed,  that  com- 
penfation  fhould  be  made  to  France 
bv  proportionable  redit union's  from 
iris  maj city’s  conqucfts  on  that 
power,  for  thofe  arrangements  to 
which  die  fhould  be  called  upon  to 
conlent,  to  fatisfy  his  allies,  and  to 
prelerve  the  balance  of  Europe:  at 
the  dedre  of  the  french  govern¬ 


ment,  memorials  were  prefented  by 
his  majefty ’s  minider,  containing  the, 
outlines  of  peace;  the  delivery  of 
thefe  papers  was  accompanied  by  a-' 
declaration,  exprefsly  and  repeatedly 
made,  both  verbally  and  in  writing, 
that  his  minider  was  willing  io  enter 
into  the  difeuffion  of  the  points 
therein  contained,  or  that  of  any 
other  fcherne  of  peace  which  the  go¬ 
vernment  might  with  to  fubdilute 
in  its  dead. 

“  In  reply,  he  received  a  demand, 
in  form  the  mod  offenlive,  and  in 
fubdance  the  mod  extravagant,  that 
ever  was  made  in  the  courfe  of  any 
negotiation.  It  was  peremptorily 
inquired  of  liim,  that  He  fhould,  iri 
twenty-feur  hours,  deliver  iri  a  date- 
men  t  of  the  final  terms  to  which  his 
court  would  in  any  cafe  accede- 
Having  declined  compliance  with 
this  demand,  and  explained  the  rea-* 
foils  which  rendered  it  inadmifli- 
ble,  but  at  the  fame  time  exprelfed 
his  readiiiefs  to  difcufs  the  propofal 
he  had  conveyed,  lie  received  no  other 
anfwer  but  an  abrupt  command  to 
quit  Paris  within  forty-eight  hours. 

“It  was  therefore  neeeffary  that  all . 
Europe  fliould  underhand,  that  the 
rupture  of  the  negotiation  did  not 
airife  from  the  failure  of  any  fin  cere 
attempt  on  the  part  of  France ;  but 
from  the  determination  of  that  uo- 
veroment  to  rejeft  all .  means  of 
peace,  by  the  obdinate  adherence  to 
a  claim  which  never  could  be  admit¬ 
ted  ;  a  claim  which  that  governrfieni 
reded  on  the  conftitution  of  its  own 
country,  to  be  received  by  all  na-' 
tions  as  paramount  to  every  prjncb 
pie  and  law  in  Europe,  as  fuperior 
to  the  obligations  of  treaties,  life 
ties  of  common  interett,  and  the 
mod  urgent  confiderations  of  gene¬ 
ral  fecurity- 

“  On  thefe  motives  it  was,  that  the 
further  effudon  of  blood,  the  conti- 

M.  2  nue4 
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nued  calamities  of  war,  the  prolong¬ 
ed  diftredes  of  Europe,  and  the  ac¬ 
cumulated  diftredes  of  France  ill  elf, 
were  by  the  government  ot  this  coun¬ 
try  judided  to  the  World.  His  ma- 
jedy,  who  had  entered  into  this  ne- 
gotiation  with  good  faith,  had  now 
bnly  to  lament  its  abrupt  termina¬ 
tion  5  and  to  declare,  in  the  face  of  all 
Europe,  that  whenever  his  enemies 
fhould  be  difpofed  to  enter  on  the 
work  of  general  pacification,  no¬ 
thing  fhould  be  wanting  on  his  part 
to  contribute  to  the  accomplifliment 
of  that  great  object,  which  was  only- 
retarded  by  the  exorbitant  preten- 
lions  of  his  enemies.” 

Lord  Grenville  laid,  he  lament¬ 
ed,  as  much  as  any  man  in  the  coun¬ 
try  could  do,  the  hidden  failure  of 
this  negotiation:  it  was  unnecedary 
for  him  to  date  at  length  the  repeat¬ 
ed  endeavours  of  the  French  direc¬ 
tory  to  defeat  it  in  its  beginning, 
and  to  break  it  off  after  an  inter- 
courie  had  been  opened. 

It  had  been  agreed,  that  compen- 
fation  lhouldbe  made  to  France,  by 
proportionable  reftitutions,  tor  the 
ceflions  which  the  in  her  turn  fhould 
be  called  upon  to  make  to  his  majef- 
ty’s  allies.  After  this,  his  majedys 
minider  at  Paris  delivered  to  the 
French  minider  a  memorial  contain¬ 
ing  propofals :  there  was  a  note  ac¬ 
companying  the  memorial,  dating, 
that  he  would  enter  with  the  ut- 
med  readinefs,  with  M.  Delacroix, 
into  every  explanation  which  the 
negotiation  would  allow:  or,  fhould 
they  be  rejected  in  toto,  into  any 
count  er-proje6t  which  the  directory 
itfelf  might  be  plea  fed  to  bring  forth. 
In  anfwer  to  this  communication,  it 
Was  peremptorily  required  of  him, 
before  any  anfwer  had  been  given 
by  the  directory  to  his  propofitions, 
, that  he  fliould  within  twenty-  four 
'hours  deliver  in  tlie  uUivi'atum  of  his 
court. 
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No  fuch  indance  was  to  be  found 
in  the  whole  hidory  of  treaties,  nor 
could  fuch  a  demand  have  been 
made,  but  for  the  piirpofe  of  dilu¬ 
ting  the  doors  againd  all  negotiation. 

Why  did  not  tlie  diredory  date 
their  objedions  to  his  rnajedy ’s  mi¬ 
nider?  Why  did  they  not  tell  him 
on  what  terms  they  would  have  been 
ready  to  make  peace  ?  Not  a  word 
was  faid  in  return^  and  the  Britifh 
minider  was  ordered  to  leave  the 
territories  of  the  republic  in  twice 
the  fpace  of  four  and  twenty  hours. 
The  diredory  now  laid,  as  they  had 
formerly  done,  that  they  eoitld  not 
treat  on  the  principle  of  mutual  re- 
ditution,  becaufe  it  was  contrary  to 
their  conditution.  This  could  ne¬ 
ver  be  admitted  by  our  country,  or 
any  other  independent  nation  :  it 
was  in  fad,  to  admit,  that  the 
French  republic  pof felled  the  only 
fnpreme power  in  Europe;  and  that 
all  other  countries  might  be  parcel¬ 
led  out  by  them  at  pleaiure  into  what 
they  were  pleaded  to  call  republics, 
but  which  had  not  the  lead  relem- 
blance  to  that  form  of  government. 
According  to  this  principle,  his  ma- 
jedy  andhis  allies  were  bound  to 
redore  to  France  the  greated  part  of 
their  conque-ls,  whillb  the  French 
republic  was  to  retain  all  that  die 
had  made. 

His  iordfbip  faid,  that  ever)'  can¬ 
did  man  mud  lee  where  the  fault 
lav :  his  rnajedy  and  his  miniders 
had  entered  into  the  negotiation 
with  good  faith,  and  it  was  retarded 
only  by  the  exorbitant  demands  of 
France.  Fie  concluded,  with  mov¬ 
ing  an  add  refs  to  his  majedyy  with 
a Ifu ranees  that  be  might  place  the 
fulled  reliance  on  the  brnaiels  of  his 
parliament  ;  the  valour  ot  his  forces^ 
the  rel'ources  of  his  kingdoms,  for 
:  vi  gorous  fupport  i  n  a  con  ted  which 
it  did  not  depend  upon  his  rnajedy 
to  terminate,  and  which  involved  in 
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it  the  feeurity  and  interefts  of  this 
country,  and  of  Europe 

The  lord  chancellor  having  read 
the  motion,  was  about  to  pur  the 
quefiion  upon  it,  when  the  earl  of 
Guildford  laid,  that  the  prelen t  was, 
in  his  opinion,  the  moft  unfortunate 
day  this  country  had  ever  experienc¬ 
ed  j  that  day  only  excepted  which 
had  plunged  us  into  the  calamities 
of  the  prefen t  war..  He  could  not 
have  believed  it  poflible,  that  the 
minifters  could  have  fo  far  difgraced 
themfelves,  as  to  have  laid  on  the 
table  fuch  papers  as  were  only  a 
mafs  of  abiurdities  and  nonfenfe. 
He  did  not  believe  that  what  had 
been  advanced  by  the  noble  fecreta- 
ry  was  fup ported  by  faffs.  If  the 
jlaius  ante  bellum  had  been  the  prin¬ 
ciple  agreed  upon,;  he  would  admit 
that  the  French  had  departed  from 
it  5  but  that  was  by  no  means  the 
cafe. 

The  principle  that  was  to  form 
the  balls  of  negotiation,  was  that  of 
proportional  reiikution,  and  no  one 
.could  fay  what  we  had  ottered  to 
France  was  an  equivalent  for  what 
we  aiked  of  her  toreftore  to  our  al¬ 
lies.  It  was  notorious,  from  the  pa¬ 
pers  produced,  that  his  majefty’s  fer- 
-  vants  had  not  been  lincere  in  the  bu- 
linefs  :  their  firft  propofal  was  fuch, 
that  tliey;  could  not  realonably  hope 
it  would  be  agreed  to:  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  was 
a  fine  qua  non  on  the  part  of  his  ma- 
jefty  ;  and  the  Britifh  minifter  was 
to  infift  on  the  refforation  of  every 
town  in  thofe  provinces.  His  lord- 
fhip  admitted  the  importance  of  the 
'Netherlands;  but  could  never  ccn- 
fent  that  this  exhaufted  country 
Ihonld  go  on  with  the  war  till  they 
fhould  be  reconquered  from  France, 
beeaufe  he  did  not  think  fuch  an 
event  probable. 

He  requested  the  houfe  to  confi- 
,4er  the  unprecedented  expence  of 
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another  campaign,  when  they  could 
not  borrow  money  'at  1 2  per  cent. 
He  could  by  no  means  agree  to  the 
addrefs,  and  pfopofed  an  amend¬ 
ment,  flaring  the  mi  icon  duCt  of  his 
majeffy’s  mini  hers  through  the 
whole  of  the  war,  charging,  them 
with  infmeerity  in  every  part  of  the 
negotiation,  and  moving  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  might  be  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  calamitous  hate  of  the 
country. 

The  earl  of  Derby  rofe,  and  de¬ 
clared,  he  had  been  an  avowed  ene¬ 
my  to  the  war  fince  its  commence¬ 
ment  :  we  were  under  np  neceflity  of 
engaging  in  it,  and  this  opinion  had 
indeed  been  ftrongly  confirmed.  Was 
the  noble  fecretary  .acquainted. j^jth 
the  hate  of  the  labouring  poor  in  the 
various  counties  of  England  l  With 
that  of  trade,  commerce,  and  ma¬ 
nufactures  throughout  the  kingdom? 
In  many  of  our  manufacturing 
towns  the  people  had  only  half  the 
wages  which  they  formerly  received. 
In  Birmingham,  there  was  no  fewer 
than  four  .thoufand  uninhabited 
houfes,  and  one-fourth  of  tire  re¬ 
mainder  were  unable,  to  pay  the  af- 
fefled  taxes.  _  ’ 

The  nature  of  the  loan  by  which 
the  fupplies  of  .the  p refen  t  year  were 
to  be  raifed,  ought. to  be  well  confi- 
dered  ;  we  lhould  then  find  we  had 
no  prefling  temptation  to  go  on  with 
the  war. 

His  lordihip  thought  there  was  in¬ 
fincerity  in  the  conduct  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  fters,  and  therefore  feconded  the 
amendment.  Pondicherry  in  the 
Eaft-Indies,  Martini  co,  iSt.  Lucia, 
and  Tobago  in  the  Welt-Indies, 
could  never  be  confidered  as  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  the  Milanefe  and  the  Auf¬ 
trian  Netherlands,  which  the  French 
were  required  to  give  onr  allies  ! 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  entered 
into  a  defence  of  the  minifters : 
thought  that  we  had  offered  an  equir 
E  ,3  valent 


BRITIS 

to  what  we  had  required  France  to 
give  up  !  and  aiked  why  the  direc¬ 
tory  had  not  brought  forward  fbme 
counter  prpjedt  of  their  own  when 
they  were  diffatisfied  with  our  pro- 
pofals } 

Lord  Auckland  exprefied  fatis-  • 
faction  that  the  experiment  had 
been  made,  though  the  refult  was 
fuch  as  he  expedted.  lie  was  id 
far  from  thinking  the  minjftep  to 
blame,  that  he  thought  the  country 
wa§  under  very  great  obligations  tq 
them,  for  their  able  and  upright  con¬ 
duct  throughout  the  whole  tranjadtion. 
He  was  happy  to  believe  we  were 
able  to  go  through  another  cam¬ 
paign,  and  that  France  was  by  no 
meyis  in  inch  aTituaticn  !  The  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  republic  were  in  the 
litmoft  diftrefs;  expoled  to  all  the 
horrors  of  want  and  nakednefs ; 
their  hofpitals  were  dehjtute  of  every 
jiecelfary  ;  they  were  without  fire, 
medicines,  &c.  &c.  the  public 

creditors,  adminifirators,  &c.  from 
.pne  end  of  the  country  to  the  other, 
'were  in  the  depth  of  wretched  nets; 
and  the  only  thing  organized  in  the 
republic  was  alfalfination. 

Lari  Fitzwilliam  infilled,  that  the 
enemy  had  given  no  encouragement 
for  opening  the  negotiation;  a fi cit¬ 
ed,  that  there  could  be  no  lafety  in 
fraternizing  with  fuch  a  people,  and 
intimated,  that  as  he  objedted  both 
to  the  original  motion  and  the 
amendment,  he  fhould.  after  thele 
were  difpofed  of,  propoie  an  amend¬ 
ment  of  his  own. 

The  earl  of  Kinnoul  avowed  his 
independency,  and  declaimed  all  bias 
or  prejudice  on  the  queftion.  Tie 
laid,  he  confidered  the  conduct  of 
the  enemy  as  infolent  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  and  fuch  as  ought  to  be  re¬ 
filled.  The  terms  which  France  in¬ 
filled  on  formerly  were  inndmiffi- 
-ble,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Wickham’s 
note ;  but,  ■  notwithstanding  this, 
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lord  Malmefbury,  without  return- 
ing  invedtive  for  invedlive,  fucceed- 
ed  in  eftablifiiing  a  principle  for 
mutual  compenfation ;  yet,  almoll 
as  foon  as  this  principle  was  admit¬ 
ted,  it  was  rejedted  by  what  he  might 
call  the  ultimatum  of  the  enemy. 
No  looner  was  the  relinqui  filing  of 
the  Netherlands  introduced,  than 
the  government  of  France  refuted 
to  enter  into  difcufiion,  ana  broke 
otf  all  further  negotiation.  No¬ 
thing  therefore  remained  in  his 
lordfiiip’s  opinion,  but  for  this  coun¬ 
try  to  exert  its  vigour  and  profecute 
the  war. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  infilled, 
that  the  mini  Hers  had  fubftituted 
alTertions  inifead  of  arguments;  and 
even  thefe  were  contradictory.  By 
one,  the  attempt  at  negotiation  was 
mentioned  in  a  manner  luited  to  its 
importance ;  by  another,  treated  as 
a  mere  experiment,  defigned  to 
amufe  the  people  of  this  country. 
This  minifier  lamented  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  iifue  of  the  meafures  taken 
towards  obtaining  peace  ;  that,  afi? 
ierted  that  danger  arofe  from  the 
negotiation  itfelf;  whiiil  a  third  af¬ 
firmed,  that  the  republic  was  deters 
mined,  at  all  events,  to  continue 
the  war.  The  noble  fecretary  had 
reflected  on  the  directory  for  refuf- 
ing  to  treat  in  a  manner  contrary  to. 
the  conftitution  and  treaties  which 
they  had  formed,  whilft  he,  himfelfj 
confidently  alks,  would  we  have 
this  country  violate  its  treaties? 

His  grace  then  animadverted  on 
the  converfation  of  lord  Malmefi 
bury  and  M.  Delacroix,  and  infer¬ 
red,  that  Ins  lor  dihip,  by  hinting  at- 
an  equivalent  for  the  Netherlands, 
had  admitted  the  plea  of  the  direc-. 
tory,  and  that  in  contradiction  to  the 
treaties  lubfilling  between  Britain 
and  her  allies.  The  French  mini- 
fter,  by  converting  about  an  equiva¬ 
lent,.  proved,  that  he  virtually.- ad¬ 
mitted, 
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mitted  fome  equivalent  might  be 
given. 

Lord  Malmefbury  had  requefted 
a  contrc-projct ,  whilft  he  refilled  to 
enter  upon  any  treaty,  by  which  the 
French  were  to  retain  the  poffieffion 
of  the  Netherlands.  From  thefe 
circumftances,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
being  left  without  a  difcretionary 
power  in  any  matter  of  importance, 
his  grace  inferred,  that  minifters 
were  not  ftncere  in  the  propofed  ne¬ 
gotiation  for  peace.  They  had  aCted 
on  a  principle  of  augmenting  the 
power  of  great  dates,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  thole  which  were  weaker. 
Such  were  their  ideas  of  remunera¬ 
tive  judice  !  By  coiifenting  to  Inch 
a  principle,  Europe  would  link  into 
a  miserable  labyrinth  of  defpotic  ar¬ 
rogance  ;  “  a  principle  on  which,” 
faid  his  grace,  “  I  ihall  make  no 
comment;  but  leave  it  to  your  con¬ 
ference  to  decide  ” 

Lord  Auckland  denied  having 
ufed  the  word  4‘  experiment’’  in  the 
fenfe  his  grace  had  thought  fit  to 
apply  it. 

Earl  Spencer  afferted,  that  the 
charge  of  mlincerity  in  the  conduct 
of  minifters  was  unjuft :  they  had 
perfevered,  he  faid,  in  their  attempts 
to  re  (tore  peace,  notwithftanding  the 
obftacles  thrown  •  by  the  enemy  in 
their  way. 

From  the  commencement  of  his 
aCting  with  miniflers,  his  lordfhip 
declared,  that;  he  had  acted  upon 
one  uniform  principle.  *  He  confi- 
dered  that  the  objects  for  Which  the 
war  had  been  begun  and  carried  on, 
were  to  fecure  the  important  inter- 
efts  of  this  country  ;  to  reftore,  and 
to  fecure  tranquillity  throughout 
Europe.  He  denied,  that  lord 
Malmefbury  had  propofed  any  ulti¬ 
matum  :  the  directory,  he  faid,  had; 
and  what  was  their  propofal  ?  4 4  You 
fhall  accept  the  bafts  of  our  new 
formed  constitution,  which  engrafts 
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a  conquered  country  into  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  our  territories.”  The 
only  queflion  to  be  conftdered  was 
now,  whether,  by  relinqui filing  the? 
war,  we  would  give  up  every  thing 
valuable  to  theintereft  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  every  principle  of  good  faith 
with  its  allies,  and  all  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  efteemed  the  public  lay/ 
of  Europe. 

The  lord  chancellor  objected  to 
the  aflumption  of  the  amendment, 
that  the  negotiation  was  not  broken 
off  by  the  directory.  He  exprefted 
his  furprife;  he  doubted  whether 
any  ftmilarinftance  could  be  product 
ed  of  a  negotiation  with  an  enemy 
being  broken  off,  no  matter  how, 
and -that  circuraftanc’b  being  com¬ 
municated  from  the  throne  to  the 
parliament;  that  two  houles  of 
parliament,  inftead  of  fupporting  the 
king,  when  he  threw  himfeff  upon 
them  for  fupport,  had  put  a  negative 
on  fuch  an  application.  The  infer¬ 
ence  to  be  drawn  was,  that  this 
country  muft  fubmit  .to  whatever 
terms  the  enemy  chofe  to  impofe  ;• 
to  humble  the  nation  before  the  di¬ 
rectory  ;  and  to  invite  them  to  put 
their  feet  upon  their  necks. 

He  affirmed,  that  the  memorial 
preferred  to  the  directory  was  not 
of  a  fophiftical  nature ;  that  nothing 
could  be  more  ingenuous  than  the 
declaration  of  what  England  was 
willing  to  furrender,  and  what  fhe 
would  demand  in  behalf  of  her  al¬ 
lies.  But  whatever  might  be  the 
value  of  the  compenfations  propoiV 
ed,  they  had  never  been  brought  un¬ 
der  diicutlioii.  The  proposals  on 
our  part  had  been  generous  and  li¬ 
beral,  and  the  government  of 
France  had  barred  the  door  of  nego- 
tiakon  againft  us.  His  lordfhip  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  refnark,  that  a  noble  earl 
hadfpokenof  theenereaftug  number 
of  bankruptcies  ;  he  took  upon  him- 
fclf  to  contradiCt  the  ftatement :  un- 
E  4  til 
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til  the  beginning  of  December,  this 
year,  the  number  was  724,  and 
there  might  be  40  or  50  more  fince ; 
in  all, not  more  than  800 ;  whereas,  the 
average  number  of  the  laft  twelve 
years  was  about  1040.  His  lordfhip 
obferved,  the  wealth  of  this  coun¬ 
try  was  alfo  increaling.  The  fur- 
plus  of  monies  brought  into  chan¬ 
cery  amounted  to  g6 O.0OO/.  of 
which,  he  computed  about  a  clear 
furplus  of  800,000/.  faved  during 
the  current  year.  At  no  period  were 
the  manufactories  more  flouri tiling, 
nor  there  was  any  year  in  which  the 
quantity  of  Engliih  goods  exported 
was  greater  than  in  the  prefent. 
Subfcriptions  to  the  loan  of  eighteen 
millions  were  lent  up  to  a  large 
amount  ,  from  various  country  towns, 
even  after  the  loan  was  tilled  up. 
His  lord/hip  wifhed  this  ftatement 
contra  fled  with  that  of  France,  as 
given  by  the  directory  themfelves, 
and  concluded,  by  infilling  that  at 
no  period  of  Engliih  hiftory,  when 
negotiations  were  broken  off,  did 
thofe  who  then  oppofed  the  miniffry 
ever  think  of  bringing  forward  a 
motion  like  “  that  thing”  which  he 
then  held  in  his  hand. 

The  earl  of  Abingdon  condemn¬ 
ed  minifters  for  not  having  fooner 
con iul ted  the  affembly  of  the  nation j 
avowed  his  own  predilection  for  mo¬ 
narchy  ,  and  declared  himfelf  an  an- 
tigallican;  belt,  thought  the  anfwer 
of  the  directory  nianly,  and  voted 
for  the  amendment.  —  A  divifion 
took  placer-rMajori ty  agaipft  the 
amendment,  ys. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  then  rofe, 
and  declared  his  conviction,  that  tips 
country  could  neither  enjoy  peace  nor 
profperity  without  a  change  of  men 
and  meafures.  His  intention  was  to 
make  a  motion  tp  thi*  pffeCt-  but 
previous  to  ft,  he  fhould  move  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  fiate  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  on  Monday  fortnight,  and 
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moved,  that  the  lords  be  fummoned 
for  that  idayf.^.,,4  ’ 

Lord  Grenville  did  not  objeCt  to 
the  inquiry,  but  to  the  time  propos¬ 
ed.  The  motion  was  put,  and  ne¬ 
gatived. 

On  Dec,  the  30th,  Mr.  chancel¬ 
lor  Pitt  moved  the  taking  into  con- 
hderation  his  majefty’s  meffage  in 
the  lioufe  of  commons:  it  being 
read,  he  addreffed  the  houfe,  he 
faid,  with  the  deepeft  regret,  on 
viewing  the  fudden  flop  which  had' 
been  put  to  the  negotiation.  He 
had  fondly  hoped  we  lliould  have 
been  relieved  from  the  coin  eft  into 
which  we  had  been  forced  againff 
our  will ;«  a  conteft  produced  by  the 
repeated  aggreflions  of  an  imperious 
enemy  ;  a  cbnteit  undertaken  from 
motives  of  inevitable  neceiiity  ;  un? 
dertaken  to  preferve  our  conftitu- 
tion,  to  defend  the  general  lecurity 
of  Europe,  and  from  a  fa  ere  d  re¬ 
gard  to  that  good  faith  which  we 
had  pledged  to  our  allies  :  from 
thefe  caufes  we  were  forced  into  a 
ftate  of  warfare;  and  whilft  they 
continued  to  operate,  we  were  alfo 
determined  to  perlevere.  Whilft 
he  expreffed  much  difappointment 
and  regret  at  the  failure  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation,  he  acknowledged,  it  was 
regret  without  defpondency,  and 
difappointment  without  delpair. 

We  had  not  (he  laid)  ourlelves 
to  blame  for  the  misfortune  ;  it  arofe 
from  the  exorbitant  pretentions  of 
our  enemies.  Nothing  had  been 
wanting  on  the  pprt  of  this  country 
to  reftore  peace,  on  the  grounds  on 
\yhich  alone  it  was  defirable ;  for 
when  we  wifhed  for  peace,  it  was 
for  a  fecure  and  permanent  peace* 
We  had  proved  to  all  Europe  to 
what  party  ambitious  and  unnjeafny- 
able  pretentions  otfght  to  pe  aferib- 
ed;  and  we  might  expect,  from  fitch 
conduct,  to  fee  England  united  and 
France  divided.  It  would  not  fte 

neceffary 
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fieceiTary  to  Rate  particularly  the 
fteps  which  had  been  taken  by  his 
majedy  and  Ills  ally,  the  ‘emperor, 
at  an  early  period  of  the  conceit. 

In  March,  1796,  an  offer  had  been 
made  to  treat  in  that  way  which  had 
been  fa  actioned  by  ufage,  and  the 
general  experience  of  nations.  The 
otter  was  met  on  the  part  of  the  ene- 
fmy,  by  advancing  a  preliminary  of 
fuch  a  nature  that  no  man  could  fe- 
riouixy  jtidify  and  fupport  it.  The 
anfwer  to  Mr.  Wickham  was  found¬ 
ed  upon  what  France  chofe  to  call 
the  law  by  which  the  was  bound.-r- 
What  law?  A  law  of  their  own 
making,  a  mere  internal  regulation  ! 
a  principle,  annulling  all  treaties,  in 
open  defiance  of  the  rights  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  the  received  maxims  of 
nations! 

It  is  dated  (continued  Mr.  Pitt) 
that  his  majedy  the  emperor,  in 
fpite  of  that  anfwer,  fhewed  him- 
felf  ready  to  co-operate  with  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majedy  in  the  fame  defera¬ 
ble'  purfuit.  This  offer  was  made 
immediately  after  the  armidice  in 
the  beginning  of  this  eventful  year. 
— How  was  this  offer  received? 
In  the  fame  manner  as  our  own  was 
treated ;  and  the  rel'ult  was,  that  the 
directory  gave  no  credit  to  his  fin  - 
cerity  ;  but  dated,  that  if  he  was  fe- 
rious,  he  might  fend  a  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  Paris,  to  treat  with  them  in 
a  manner  confident  with  the  laws 
in  France.  * 

His  majedy  has  told  the  world, 
that  notwithdanding  thefe  difcou- 
raging  circumdances,  yet,  in  hopes 
that  the  calamities  of  war  might  at 
lad  create  a  difpofition  in  the  ene¬ 
my  which  might  lead  to  peace,  he 
again  renewed  his  propofal  for  open¬ 
ing  a  negotiation  in  another  form. 
The  next  mode  which  was  adopted, 
was  an  application  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  a  neutral  minider: — the 
minider  of  the  court  of  Denmark 
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rpade  this  application  in  the  name  of 
his  Bri tannic,  majedy,-  merely i  to 
know  if  they  would  lend  padports 
for  a  plenipotentiary  to  pe  lent  by 
his  majedy  to  Paris. — How  waa  this 
application  received? — For  fome 
time  no  anfwer  was  made.  At  lad, 
the  Da  nidi  minider  was  informed, 
not  by  a  written  anfwer  to, a  written 
note,  but  verbally,  that  if  a  mini- 
;der  arrived,  they  mighf  fend  him 
paflports  when  lie  arm  ed  at  their 
frontiers,  if  there  had  been  the 
mod  remote  deli  re  on  the  part  of  his 
majedy,  and  his  min iiiers  to  retard 
the  negotiation,  was  not  this  (fa*i 
,Mr .  Pitt)  enough  to  j  udify  them  ih 
abandoning  their  attempt  ?  But  lb 
anxious  were  they  to  obtain  the 
bledirig  of  peace,  that  they  refill  ved 
to  furuiount  ihelh  difficulties,  and  a 
flag  of  truce  was  lent  over,  charged 
with  a  qommfiiion  dmilar  to  wiiaf 
had  been,  given  to  the  Danilh  mi* 
nider.  Alter  a  time,  .ihe  requefi 
was  granted  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  not  wi-itfiigiy,  but  of  need- 
dry.  Hie  hrd  object' of  the  pleni¬ 
potentiary  was,  to  do  what  was  con¬ 
formable  to  common  fenfe  and 
edablifhed  uiage  to  fix  fome  ac* 
know  led^ed  bails,  upon  which  each 
party  might  come  forward  with  fome. 
degiee  of  certainty  ot  obtaining  th« 
defiled  object :  the  bads  propoled 
was,— 44  That  compenfatmn  lhoulfi 
be  made  to  France  for  proportion- 
able  reditutions  from  his  majelty’s 
conqueds  on  that  power,  for  thofe 
arrangements  to  which'  ihe  fhouid  be 
called  upon  to  content,  in  order  to 
fatisfy  the  jud  pretenfions  of  allies, 
and  to  preferve  the  political  balance 
in  Europe. ’ ’ —  vvras  there  any  thina'  to 
be  found  (faid  Mr.  Pitt)  of  low  for- 
did  intered  in  this  ? — -We  propofed 
to  give  up  what  the  valour  of  Eng-  , 
land  had  acquued  j  mot  to  aggrair- 
dfie  ouilelves  in  any  other  manner, 
but  to  pieferve  our  good  faith  to 

who 
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who.  had  a  right  to  rely  upon  it. 
Here  an  additional  proof  was  given 
of  the  inveterate  difpofition  of  the 
enemy:  before  it  could  be  under¬ 
wood  that  this  was  meant  to  be  re¬ 
jected,  they  make  a  call  on  his  ma- 
jefty’s  plenipotentiary  for  his  ultima¬ 
tum  in  twenty-four  hours ;  this, 
however,  from  fome  unknown  pru¬ 
dential  reafon,  was  not  infilled  on; 
Will  this  bafis  was  not  agreed  to. 
His  majefty’s  minilters  neverthelefs 
perfevered  :  at  laft  the  French  un¬ 
equivocally  acknowledged  and  re¬ 
ceived  it,  and  thus  afforded  the 
firongeff  proof  of  the  bafis  being 
fair  and  reafonable.  It  being  ac¬ 
cepted,  the  next  queftioil  was,  what 
Ihhuld  be  the  particular  terms  ?  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  eftablifhed  ufage  of 
negotiation,  particular  terms  are 
never  mentioned  by  either  party  at 
theonfet:  yet,  notwithftanding,  all 
the  advantages  that  had  been  given 
up,  and  all  the  conceiiions  that 
had  been  made,  what  was  the  de¬ 
mand  of  the  enemy  ?  That  the  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  Hi ou Id  fpeci finally  bring 
forward  the  terms  of  the  Britilh  ca¬ 
binet.  It  was  needlefs  to  fate  how 
great  the  difficulties  in  bringing  for¬ 
ward  terms  were  in  all  cafes;  and  in 
all  times  it  had  been  ufual  to  di¬ 
vide.  them,  and  each  party  had  of¬ 
fered  them  ns  nearly  at  the' time  as 
pofiible.  There  was  in  any  other 
mode  a  material  advantage  conceded, 
Specially  when  one  party  was  thus 
called  upon  to  give  the  value  at 
w  hich  he  effimated  the  conquefts  he 
had  made  ;  and  how  much  more 
was  this  advantageaiigmepted,  when 
no  real  individual  benefit  was  to  be 
derived  to  the  party  making  the  pro- 
pofition,  and  when  he  had  to  ftrug- 
g!e  againff  a,root.ed  animofity  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy.  Notwithffand- 
ing  all  thefe  difeouragements,  the 
plenipotentiary,  in  conformity  to  the 
eftabliffied  bafis,  delivered  in  two 


H  AND 

confidential  notes,  one  figned  and 
the  other  not,  but  enclofed  in  that 
which  was  figned ;  the  firff,  relating 
to  the  terms  of  peace  between  this 
country  and  France ;  the  other, 
comprehending  the  interefts  of 
his  majeffyx  allies.  In  the  firff 
paper,  mutual  ceffions  were  pro^- 
pofed  and  demanded.  By  a  tide 
of  adverfe  fortune  oft  the  conti¬ 
nent,  which  afterwards  indeed  was 
in  a  confiderable  degree  revert¬ 
ed,  a  great  part  of  the  emperor’s 
dominion^  and  fome  German  prin¬ 
cipalities,  remained  iff  the  poffeffiou 
of  the  French.  On  the  other  hand, 
by  a  fimilar  run  of  faceefs  on  the 
part  of  this  country,  the  valour  of  his 
majeffy’s  forces  gave  us  almoft  all 
the  colonial  poffeffions  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  a  fuceefs  of  which  there  are 
but  two  inftances  in  the  hiftory 
of  this  country.  In  fiich  circum- 
ltances  what  was  this  country  to 
do?  The  minilters,  fenfible  of 
the  temporary  evils  arifing  from 
the  war,  the  occasional  fta  gnat  ion 
of  commerce,  and  the  embarraff- 
mcnts-  attending  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  credit,  ftill  felt  that  theie 
diffreffes  did  not  proceed  from 
the  caufe  to  which  they  had  been 
fo  often  attributed :  they  were 
fenfible  alfo  of  the  truth  of  what 
fome  gentlemen  had  been  ptcafed  to 
efteem  a  paradox,  that  accidental 
embarraffinents  produced  no  per¬ 
manent  diffrefs,  and  perceived  that 
when  thefe  were  removed,  the  fitu- 
,  at  ion  of  the  country  gave  us  fome 
Avell-grounded  intimation  of  the  real 
fource,  and  that  a  l'pirit  had  been 
fficwn  which  never  had  been  ex¬ 
ceeded.  Mr.  Pitt  allured  the  hoiffe, 
that  he  did  not  ftate  thefe  circum- 
ftances  to  give  any  one  an  idea  that 
he  did  not  with  for  peace,  but  to 
Ihew  that  we  were  not  fallen  into  fo 
deplorable  a  ffate  ofovtetchednefs  Ms 
to  be  compelled  to  make  any  diffio- 

nourable 
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ftonrable  compromife.  What,  on  the 
other  hand,  laid  he,  was  the  dtua- 
tioq  of  the  enemy  ?  at  fird  they 
were  enabled  to  employ  gigantic 
means,  which  from  their  nature 
could  not  be  permanent :  they  found 
alfo  the  expedient  of  diileminating 
new  and  dedrndtive  principles.  It 
was  unnecefiarv  to  recur  to  the  tub- 
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jebt  of  French  tinance  he  might, 
however,  fuppofe  that  the  admif- 
iions  of  the  executive  d i redtory  were 
true,  when  officially  conveyed  in 
tire  form  of  a  melfage  to  one  of  their 
councils.  We  were  told  by  them- 
felves  that  the  only  pay  of  their 
j  troops  wqre  the  horrors  of  naked- 
nefs  and  famine ;  that  their  It .ite- con¬ 
tractors,  their  judges,  and  ail  other 
public  fundtionaries  received  no  part 
of  their  fabrics ;  that  the  roads  were 
impalpable,  and  the  hofpitals  neg¬ 
lected  3  and  nothing  in  fhort  remain¬ 
ed  in  a  date  of  organization  but 
murder  and  a  ffa  [filiation.  Was 

this  a  true  picture  drawn  by  them- 
felves,  and'  could  this  be  a  time  for 
Europe  to  prodrate  itleif  at  the 
foot  of  France  ? 

He  then  proceeded  to  conlider 
what  we  had  demanded  under  the 
above  circumftances  j- — not  the  re¬ 
turn  of  ancient  poffedions,  not  for 
liberty  to  maintain  our  indepen¬ 
dence,  to  reject  the  fraternal  em¬ 
brace,  and  prevent  the  organization 
of  treafon  5  thefe  did  not  red  upon  the 
permidicn  of  the  enemy,  they  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  patriotifm  of  the 
people  of  England  :  we  only  dedred 
to  preferve  our  good  faith  inviolate, 
and  were  ready  to  facrjfice  all  our 
own  advantages  to  obtain  what  we 
could  not  honourably  giveaway  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  the  emperor. 
Whatever  might  have  been  his  dif- 
podtion  to  peace,  would  he  have 
been  content  to  agree  to  inferior 
terms  when  the  campaign  was  not 
yet  clofedj  when  tire  enemy  was 
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druck  with  the  effects  'of  the  glori¬ 
ous  fuccefs  with  which  the  imperial 
arms  had  lately  been  attended  on  the 
Rhine,  when  the  exertions  in  Italy 
might  have  been  expedted  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  affairs  of  Audria, 
in  that  quarter,  the  fame  tide  of  vic¬ 
tory  by  which  the  frontiers  of  Ger¬ 
many  were  didingui lhed  ?  By  the 
terms  propofed,  ail  rhe  territory  be¬ 
tween  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle 
wys  to  be  ceded  by  France,  fubject 
to  future  modification.  When  the 
French  conqueds  in  I  taly  were  dated 
as  objedts  of  reditution,  it  was  not 
inferred  that  Savoy  and  Nice  were 
included,  for  in  no  geographical 
view  could  they  be  confide  red  as 
component  parts  of  that  country. 
All  the  propodtions  underwent  dtfv 
cudion  between  the  plenipotentiary 
and  the  minider.  Only  as  to  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  his  majedy  could  on  no 
account  retract  any  part  ofhispro- 
pofitkons  !  but  every  thing  elle  was 
lubjedt  to  modification.  As  to  the 
value  of  the  French  poifedions  which 
wc  offered  to  give,  up,  it  mud  he 
confeifed  that  the  fame  evils  with 
which  France  had  been  all  idled  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  colonial  pole  lions  5  ~ 
but  after  all  they  were  of  infinite 
importance,  to  France :  the  mnft 
valuable  part  of  St.  Domingo,  the 
military  and  commercial  advantages 
of  Martinique,  the  favorable  fitua- 
tion  of  St.  Lucia,  the  importance  of 
Tobago  to  this  country,  when  we 
combined  them  together,  it  might 
be  doubted,  whether  there  was  not 
fome  degree  of  boldnefs  on  the  part 
of  miniders  to  make  fuch  Overtures  j 
we  might  fufpedt  the  wifdom  of  the 
meafure  rather  than  cavil  at  the  in- 
fmcerity  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Pitt  requeded  the  further  at¬ 
tention  of  the  houle  on  the  lubjedt 
of  Holland  :  it  had  been  (he  faid) 
our  ally,  and  its  protedtion  was  one 
o I  the  caufes  of  our  entering  into 

the 
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the  war:  yet  as  circtimftances  had 
pccurreci  which  had  compelled  Hol¬ 
land  to  become;  our  enemy,  he  irmft 
confider  her  in  die  relation  to  which 
the  flood  refpc&ing  France  5  not 
that  he  forgot  the  formerly  had 
been  an  .  ally  whofe  friendihip  was 
attended  with  reciprocal  advantages 
to  herfelf  and  to  this  county  ;  and 
if  it  were  poihble  to  replace  Flolland 
111  the  lituation  in  which  ihe  former¬ 
ly  had  ftood,  and  to  reftore  her  le¬ 
gitimate  government  permanently, 
ftich  a  reftitution  would  redound  to 
our  advantage. 

But  with  refpeft  to  the  principle 
of  compcnfation  to  Holland,  nothing 
better  could  have  been  adopted  than 
not  to  give  Holland  a  naif  of  the 
foreign  pofteilions  we  had  taken 
from  her,  which  the  had  no  right 
to  aik  for  herfelf,  nor  France  to  de¬ 
mand  for  her.  Thefe  poifeffions 
were' to  be  retained,  that  they  might 
jiot  become  acquilitions  to  the 
French  government,  nor  aftord  them 
means  of  carrying  into  effebt  the 
plan  they  had  conceived  ot  under¬ 
mining  our  Indian  empire,  and  de- 
ftroying  our  Indian  commerce,  by 
wrefting  out  of  our  hands  the  bul¬ 
wark  of  the  wealth  of  this  country 
atrd  the  fecurity  of  the  eaftern  na¬ 
tions.  At  the  tame  time  our  offers 
were  liberal  when  we  contented  to 
give  up  all  that  we  had  taken,  re- 
ferving  one  fubjeft  only  for  conftder- 
ation  which  depended  on  a  treaty, 
and  we  afked  no  more  than  we  were 
bound  by  juftice  and  honour  to  de¬ 
mand.  All  that  he  w Hired  parlia¬ 
ment  to  pronounce,  was,  that  they 
would  add  their  teftimony  to  the 
Jincerity  with  which  hismajefty  had 
endeavoured  to  reftore  peace  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  their  approbation  of  the 
fteps  employed  for  its  attainment. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  reverted  to  the  ftu- 
died  perverfenefs  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment.  When  a  courier  (he  laid) 


had  been  difpatched  to  Paris,  at  the 
inftanee  of  a  minifter  of  a  neutral 
power,  to  get  a  palfport,  it  was  de¬ 
nied  j  the  requeft  of  the  Dj.niftr  mi¬ 
nifter  was  not  enough  ;  nothing 
would  latisfy  them  but  a  Britilh 
minifter;  a  Britilh  minifter  was  font; 
at  the  commencement  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  he  had  occalion  frequently 
to  fend  difpatehes  to  his  court,  be- 
caufe  it  is  well  known  that  there  are 
a  great  number  of  difficulties-  at¬ 
tending  the  opening  ot  every  nego¬ 
tiation,  and  beeauie  lord  Malmel- 
bury  had  bee*.  "At  to  Paris  before 
the  preliminaries  were  arranged. 

W iiilft  they  were  fettl  mg,  lord 
Malmefbury’s  pretence  was  barely 
endured,  but  no  fooner  were  they 
fettled,  and  the  minifter  delivered 
in  a  pro  jet,  no  former  was  the  period 
for  diicuffion  arrived,  when  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  an  ainbaifador  was  particu¬ 
larly  neceftary,  and  when  the  king’s 
minifters  announced  that  be  was 
prepared  to  enter  into  the d; fermion, 
than  lie  was  ordered  to  leave  Paris, 
and  the  negotiation  to  be  carried  on 
by  the  means  of  couriers. 

Such  was  the^  precile  form  in 
which  a  ftudied  intuit  was  offered 
to  his  Britannic  majefty  !  h  : 

The  plain  ground  on  which  the 
queftion  retted  was  this  3  after  an  ul¬ 
timatum  had  been  demanded  ;  after 
the  minifter  had  been  ordered  to 
leave  the  territories  of  France;  after 
a  retrabfion  by  the  direbtory  of  the 
original  bafts  of  negotiation,  and 
the  fubftitution  of  a  new  one  in  its 
place,  they  demanded,  not  as  an  ul¬ 
timatum,  but  as  a  preliminary,  to 
retain  all  thofe  territories  of  which 
the  chance  of  war  had  given  them 
a  temporary  poffeffion,  and  refpebt- 
ing  which,  they  thought  proper, 
(contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations)  to 
pafs  a  conftitutional  law,  declaring 
that  thefe  Ihould  not  be  alienated 
from  the  republic.  After  expatiat- 
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ing  much  upon  what  he  called  “  a 
perverfe  and  monitrous  claim,”  he 
remarked,  that  the  annexation  of  ter¬ 
ritory  to  any  date  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  ltate  during  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  war  \n  which  it  had 
been  acquired,  could  never  convey 
a  claim,  fuperfeding  the  treaties  of 
other  powers,  and  the  known  and 
public  obligations  of  the  different 
nations  of  Europe.  It  was  impof- 
iible  that  tiie  feparate  aft  of  a  fepa¬ 
rate  government  could  diifolve  the- 
ties  fubfifting  between  other  govern¬ 
ments,  or  extend  to  the  abrogation 
of  treaties  previoufly  concluded; 
yet  this  had  been  the  pretention  to 
which  the  French  government  laid 
claim,  and  the  acknowledgment  of 
which  they  had  held  out  as  a  preli¬ 
minary  of  negotiation  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  and  his  allies. 

There  was  no  principle  of  the  law 
of  'nations  clearer  than  this  ;  that 
when,  in  thd  courie  of  war,  any 
nation  acquired  new  poffeffions,  that 
fuch  hat  ion  had  only  temporary 
/igbt  to  them,  and  that  they  do  not 
become  property  till  the  end  of  the 
war ;  for,  fuppofing  tire  qonqueror 
to  infift  upon  retaining  them  be- 
caufe  he  had  palled  a  law  that,  the)" 
fhould  not  be  alienated,  might  not 
the  neighbouring  powers,  or  even 
the  holtile  power,  aik  who  gave  him 
the  right  to  pafs  it  ?  or  what  autho¬ 
rity  had  he,  as  a  feparate  ft  ate,  by 
any  annexation  of  territory,  to  can¬ 
cel  exifting  treaties,  and  deftroy  the 
equilibrium  eftablitjied  amonglt  na- 
.  tions  ?  Were  this  pretention  tole¬ 
rated,  it  would  be  a  fource  of  eter¬ 
nal  hoftility,  and  a  perpetual  bar  to 
..negotiation  between  the  contending 
parties,  becaufe  the  pretentions  of 
the  one  would  be  totally  irreconcile- 
able  vvith  thole  of  the  other:  this, 
in  the  inftance  of  France,  had  been- 
as  incontinent  in  its  operations*  as 
it  had  been  unfounded  in- its  origin: 
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the  pofleftions  which  they  had  loti 
in  the  war  in  the  Weft  Indies  they 
had  made  dependent  parts  of  the  re¬ 
public.  Tobago,  which  was  ftill 
retained  by  Britifh  arms,,  and  had 
alfo  been  loft  in  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  was  made  a  part  of  indivitible 
France  ;  nor  fhould  he  be  furpriz- 
ed  to  hear,  that  Ireland,  in  confe.- 
quence  of  their  intention  to  invade 
it,  was  conftitutionally  annexed  to 
the  republic ! 

He  acknowledged  there  wars  a  di- 
ftinftion  between  the  Netherlands 
and  the  Weft- India  iflands ;  but  it 
happened  that  this  principle  of  law 
was  leaft  applicable  to  thole  poftef- 
ftons  upon  which  it  was  held  out  as 
operating  upon  the  government,  and 
that  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  even 
by  the  letter,  of  their  own  conftitu- 
tion,  ought  to  be  exempted.  He 
recommended  it  to  gentlemen  to  read 
the  report  upon  which  the  decree 
vas  founded,  bn  which  they  would 
find  it  had  been  palled  for  .the 
avowed  purpole  of  obtaining  for 
France  an  in  d  It  putable  alcendency 
in  Europe,  and  of  fuppreiiftig  the 
trade  and  commerce  of.  rival  na¬ 
tions.  ' 

Overlooking,  however,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  decree,  if  it  were  found 
inapplicable  to  the  polfeftions  of  the 
French  in  the  Indies,,  it  .was  cer¬ 
tainly  much  more  fo  to.  the  Nether¬ 
lands ;  and  in  holding  out  the  prin¬ 
ciple  as  operating  upon  the  latter, 
and  not  the  former,  at  was  applied 
to  that  part  of  their  territory  to 
which  it  was  leaft  applicable.  Al¬ 
lowing,  however,  that  it  was  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  their  conftitution,  was -it  an 
ev  il  without  remedy  ?  No.  M.  De¬ 
lacroix  confetfed  it  might  be  reme¬ 
died  ;  but  not  without  the  inconve¬ 
nience  of  calling  the  primary  aiTem- 
blies. 

And  were  we  then,  after  all  our 
exertions  to  obtain  peace,  after  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  baffibd  in  ail  bur  effort*  by  the 
pride  and  obitinacy  of  the  French 
government,  our  proportions  flight¬ 
ed,  and  our  ambaffador  intuited.* 
were  we  now  to  confent  to  facrifice 
cur  engagements,,  and  to  violate 
our  treaties,  beeanfe  forlooth,  it 
Would  be  fome  inconvenience  to. call 
their  affemblies,  in  order  to  cancel  a 
law  incompatible  with  the  principle 
of  fair  negotiation  ?  Shall  we  (laid 
Mr.  Pitt)  fo  far  forget  our  honour, 
our  dignity,  and  our  duty,  as  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  fnch  conditions  ?  But 
this  is  not  all  the  degradation  to 
which  they  would  have  us  lubmit : 
We  muff  engage,  and  as  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  too,  to  make  no  proportions 
contrary. to  their  conftitution,  aiid 
the  treaties  which  bind  the  re¬ 
public. 

This  reftribtion  is  more  unreafon- 
able  than  the  other  :  the  republic 
may  have  made  fecret  treaties,  which 
we  know  nothing  about  3  and  yet 
that  government  expebis  that  we  are 
not  to  permit  our  proportions  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  thefe  tree t*es.  How  can 
We  know  what  the  Dutch  may  have 
ceded  to  France,  or  whether  France 
may  not  have  an  oath  never  to  give 
up  the  territories  ceded  to  her  by 
Holland ;  what  fecret  article  may 
be  contained  .  in  her  treaty  with 
Spain,  guaranteeing  the  reftituticn 
of  Gibraltar,  or  tome  important  pol- 
feffion  belonging  to  his  Majefty  ? 
And  after  accepting  terms  of  which 
we  are  entirely  ignorant,  in  what 
fituaticn  do  we  hand  ?  We  at  laft  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  difeuffion  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  France  may  chute  to 
give  to  Italy,  and  of  the  fate  which 
toe  may  be  pleated  to  aflign  to  Ger¬ 
many  5  in  fa6t,  the  point  is  not  how 
much  you  will  give  for  peace,  but 
how  much  you  will  fuffer  of  dif- 
grace  ?  /  & 

In  thefe  circumftances,  then,  are 
we  to  perfevere  in  the  war  with  an 


energy  worthy  of  toe  Eriiiffi  ftam^ 
or, '"by  fending  couriers  to  Paris,  to 
proftrate  ourfelves  at  the  feet  of  a 
ftubbern  and  fupercilious  govern¬ 
ment,  to  do  what  they  require,  and 
to  fubmit  to  what  they  impofe  ? 

He  hoped  (i  there  was  not  a  band 
in  hi*  rnajehy’s  councils  who  would 
lign  dhe  propoftils,  a  heart  in  that 
houfe  which  would  fandtion  the  roea- 
fure,  or  an  individual  in  the  Britifh 
dominions  who  would  adt  as  the 
courier.”  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with 
moving  an  add  refs  to  his  majefty, 
which  was,  as  ufual,  an  echo  of  the 
meffage. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Erfkine  fa  id; 
that  when  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  rofe  to  move  the  addrefs, 
lie  had  hoped  it  w  ould  have  been 
very  different  from  what  he  found  it 
was  5  and  inftead  of  binding  the 
houfe  to  profecute  the  war,  it  would 
have  borne  a  refemblance  to  the 
righthon  on  table  gentleman's  fpeech^ 
in  an  early  ftage  of  it,  wherein  he 
affirmed,  u  that  he  did  not  with  to 
pledge  the  hpuie  to  any  period  to* 
which  the  war  ought  to  be  pro¬ 
tracted,  or  to  any  terms  which  ought 
to  be  infiffed  on  by  the  allies.”  It 
now  appeared,  by  this  addrefs,  that 
he  would  precifely  draw  the  houfe 
into  that  very  fttuation,  to  which 
he  had  laid  lie  would  not  wiffi  to 
pledge  them.  There  were  two  pro¬ 
portions  in  the  fpeech  which  lio 
particularly  writhed  to  controvert: 
the  frft  was,  that  “  France  was- 
the  aggrellbr  in  this  bloody  and  ex- 
penfive  war.”  The  right  .honour¬ 
able  gentleman  had  gone  "farther, 
and  declared  alto,  that  the  obftacies 
which  had  been  thrown  in  the  way* 
of  the-  late  negotiations  were  en- 
tirely  to  be  attributed  to  the  arro¬ 
gant  demands  of  the  prefent  govern¬ 
ment  of  France.  How  did  the 
matter  Hand  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  ?•  Mini  hers,  then  advifed 
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Ins  majefty,  that  it  was  incompatible, 
with  tile  interefts  of  this  country, 
that  Be’gium  Ihould  be  permitted 
to  be  united  with  France.  This 
was  immediately  communicated  to 
the  French,  and  they  unequivocally 
disavowed  every  thing  which  mi- 
nifters  pretended  tp  fix’ upon  them. 

In'  all  difputes  between  indivi¬ 
duals,  between  neighbours,  (find 
Mr.  Erfkine)  it  has  always  been 
found  neceffary  by  thofe  who  were 
*  to  adjuft  their  differences,  to  enquire 
into  the  particular  circumfiances 
which  were  the  original  caufes  of 
thofe  differences.  Where  negotia¬ 
tions  were  to  be  entered  into  between 
two  contending  powers,  it  mnft  be 
more  neceffary  to  look  back  to  afcer- 
tain  precifely  what  had  been  the 
fituatiort  of  the  parties  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  their  quarrel,  what 
was  the  aggrefiion,  what  was  the 
extent  of  it,  and  by  whom  made  ? 
Let  us  then  (he  continued)  look 
back  3  let  us  refer  to  the  period  al¬ 
luded  to,  and  fee  how  matters  ac¬ 
tually  were  circumftanced.  On  "he 
21ft  of  December,  1792,  his  ma- 
jefty  met  the  parliament :  at  that 
time,  M.  Chauvelin,  the  ambaffador 
of  the  French  governfnent,  was  in 
England  :  his  majefty,  in  his  fpeech 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  com¬ 
plained  of  three  things:  firft,  that 
the  French  had  fent  feditious  miff 
lionaries  into  this  country  5  fecund] y, 
that  they  meditated  an  invafion  of 
Holland  :  and  thirdly,  that  they  had 
opened  the  Scheldt.  Mr.  Erikine 
begged  the  houfe  to  recollect,  that 
Belgium  was  then  in  the  poffeffion 
of  the  French  3  though  not  as  now  3 
it  was  not,  at  that  time,  ingrafted 
by  the  conftitution  into  the  territory 
of  France,  as  an  integral  part  of  it. 

All  the  correfpondence  between 
lord  Grenville  and  the  French  am- 
baffador  was  concealed  from  the 
houfe,  though  M,  Chauvelin  had 
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given  feparate  and  fatisfa&ory  an- 
fwers  to  all  the  complaints  of  our 
court.  He  entreated  that  the  king 
would  bring  to  condign  puniihment 
thole  who  diffbminated  fedition  in 
liis  dominions  3  announced  the  de¬ 
termination  of  France  to  keep  within, 
her  own  limits,  and  to  refped  the 
rights  off  other  nations.  ATotwith- 
ftanding  this  plain  and  fpecific 
avowal  of  all  the  grounds  ofhofti- 
lity,  war  was  declared  upon  France. 
He  aiked,.  therefore,  if  France  could 
be  confidered  as  the  aggreffor,  who 
offered  peace  to  this  country  on 
terms  which  the  right  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  (Mr.  Pitt)  would  be  wor- 
fliipped,  if  he  could  now  procure. 
[Mere  Mr.  Erikine  flopped,  and  fat 
down  under  evident  fymptoms  off 
indifpofition.] 

Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  faid  he  was 
extremely  forry,  on  account  of  his 
learned  friend,  as  well  as  for  the 
houfe,  whofe  information  was  thus 
unpleaff ntly  interrupted,  Lorry  fur 
the  caufe  of  peace  and  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  which  minifters,  by  their  rath 
and  infatuated  policy  feemed  deter¬ 
mined  to  precipitate  to  the  verge  of 
ruin,  that  he  was  obliged  to  add  ref* 
tne  houfe  on  the  present  oceafion. 
He  felt  it  however  incumbent  upon, 
him  to  come  forward,  knowing  that 
his  opinion  entirely  coincided  with 
that  of  his  honourable  friend,  ar.<| 
lamenting,  that  in  conlequence  off 
his  indifpefition,  the  argument  would 
iuffer  confiderably  from  the  wart 
of  that  ability  with  which  it  would 
have  been  enforced  by  his  fuperier 
powers.  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  the 
iubjeel  demanded  the  deepeft  con^ 
fideration  ;  after  a  war  of  four  years, 
which  was  ftated  to  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  many  occurrences  highly 
honorable  and  advantageous  to  the 
Brit ifh  arms,  and  to  have  been  ac¬ 
companied  with  no  difgrace,  after 
the  immenfe  expenditure,  incurred 
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in  the  profecntion  of  hoftilities  5  af-  place  between  him  and  M.  Dela¬ 
tor  an  addition  of  a  fum  of  no  lefs  croix.  In  this  converfation  The 
than  two  hundred  millions  to  the  French  minifter  was  represented  as 
national  debt,  and  of  nine  millions  having  paid  the  higheft  compli-  ' 
to  the  permanent  taxes  of  the  conn-  ments  to  the  extenlive  means  pof- 
try ;  after  an  enormous  citation  of  fefled  by  this  country,  as  having  de¬ 
human  blood,  after  an  incalculable  fcribed  it,  from  its  internal  fources 
addition  to  the  details  of  human  of  wealth,  and  from  its  colonies  in. 
wretchednefs,  fo  far  from  having  the  Indies,  to  be  miftrefs  of  almoft 
gained  any  objedt  for  which  we  fet  boundlefs  refources.  Thus,  whilft 
out  in  the  war,  fo  far  were  we  from  the  directory  admitted  that  Great¬ 
having  achieved  any  advantage,  Britain  was  diftinguilhed  by  her  . 
*hat  the  mini  iter  had  this  night  come  wealth  and  her  reiources,  they  had 
forward,  in  an  elaborate  fpeech,  no  hefitation  to  acknowledge  their 
which  had  lafted  for  a  confiderable  own  poverty  and  embarrafFments_: 
fpace  of  time,  to  endeavour  to  prove,  they  acknowledged  to  all  Europe, 
that  the  only  effed  had  been,  that  that  from  the  want  of  money  the 
the  enemy  was  become  more  un'rea-  army  was  confiderably  in  arrears, 
fonable  than  ever  in  their  preten-  and  every  branch  of  the  internal  ad- 
hons,  and  that  all  hopes  of  peace  niiniftration  under  circnm fiances  of 
were  removed  to  a  ftill  greater  dii-  the  greatefl  embarraffment  and  di- 
tanee.  flrefs.  But  whilfl  they  admitted  the 

In  this  fpeech  the  right  lion,  gen-  ruined  Hate  of  their  own  finances, 
tleman  had  affirmed  that  he  for-  what  a  ftriking  contrail  did  their 
merly  had  given  a  reprefentation  of  exertions  in  the  prefent  conteft,  and  . 
the  deplorable  fituation  of  theFrench  the  fuccefs  which  had  followed 
finances  from  uncertain  documents,  them  afford,  to'  the  condud  and  fate 
but  now  he  had  been  enabled  to  of  thofe  who  had  been  entrufted 
confirm  the  fame  from  indubitable  with  the  management  of  the  war  on 
authority, — the  Statement  of  the  di-  our  fide ! 

rectory  :  he,  for  his  own  part,  was  Whilft  we,  in  every  quarter  which 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  docu-  it  was  deemed  moft  important  to  de¬ 
ments  in  both  inftanccs  were  equally  fend,  had  been  lofing  city  after  city  : 
authentic.  whilft  we  had  been  actually  driven 

It  had  been  found  from  expe-  from  the  pofleftious  which  we  con-  ■* 
rience,  that  in  proportion  as  the  ceived  to  be  neceffary  to  the  fecu- 
finances  of  the  French  had  been  ac-  rity  of  our  commerce,  or  to  the  ba- 
knowledged,  even  by  themfelves,  to  lance  of  power,  France,  relburcelefs  ' 
be  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb,  in  and  difpirited,  all  the  while  avow- 
the  fame  proportion  had  their  exer-  ing  its  own  diftreffed  fituation,  arid 
tions  been  found  to  be  wonderful  fpeaking  in  the  moft  refpedful  terms 
and  unparalleled.  The  certain  ruin  of  our  wealth  and  refources,  had 
of  the  French  finance  is  confirmed  constantly  been  adding  to  its  acqui- 
by  an  immediate  ftatement  from  the  fitions,  and  aggrandizing  its  empire.  * 
diredory,  we  are  told;  Mr.  Fox  France,  at  the  prefent  moment,  . 
exprefted  furprife  that  the  light  ho-  appeared  as  the  conqueror  of  moft  ; 
nourable  gentleman  did  not  go  far-  important  and  extenfive  territories  1  * 

ther,  and  quote  the  ingenious  letter  Belgium  was  annexed  to  her  empire ! 
of  lord  Malmelbury,  in  which  he  re-  great  part,  of  Italy  had  yielded  to 
ported  the  converfation  which  took  the  force  of  her  arms,  and  Holland 


was  now  waited  to  the  republic  by  have  achieved  a  tingle  conqueft, 
ties  of  ftrideft  alliance.  If,  indeed,  and  when  you  are  juft  beginning  to 
thefe  acquisitions  were  to  be  re-  make  advances  in  the  country  of 
gained  to  the  caufe  of  Great- Britain  the  enemy  ?”  Such  was  the  ftyle  of 
and  her  allies  by  a  lofty  tone  of  ar-  reafoning  brought  forward  in  oppo- 
guinent  j  if  the  tide  of  victory  Was  to  fttion  to  my  repeated  motions  for  an 
foe  turned  by  the  dexterity  of  debate,  end  of  carnage, 
and  the  efficacy  of  Our  exertions  The  right  hon,  gentleman  (faid  Mr. 
foore  any  proportion  to  the  info-  Fox),  in  talk  mg  formerly  of  the  con - 
lence  Of  our  boa  fling,  we  need  nht  left,  made  ufe  of  a  memorable  expfef- 
yer  be  afraid  to  claim  a  decided  fu-  lion;  he  intimated  that  it  was  fuch, 
periority.  that  our  exertions  ought  to  know  no 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that,  previous  to  bounds,  except  To  far  as  they  were 
the  commencement:  of  the  conteft,  he  limited  by  our  .refources j  that  our 
had  ufed  the  utmoft  of  his  little  pow-  efforts  rnuft  be  extended  to  the  ut- 
ers  to  perfuade  the  government  to  molt  pitch  before  we  could  hope  for 
fend  an  ambaftador  to  Paris,  when  an  honourable  termination  of  the 
undoubtedly  he  would  not  have  met  .ftrqggle,  hr  the  permanent  enjoy- 
with  the  treatment  which  an  am-  mem  of  peace;  that  we  ought  not 
foaflador  of  Great-Britain  was  now  to  ceafe  till  we  could  be  able  to  fay, 
alleged  to  have  experienced  ;  but  ..  .  .  ;  " 

when  it  is  afterted  that  this  ambaf-  Potuit  qua  plurima  virtus 

fador  was  diftnifted  in  a  way  unex-  ^Uit :  toto  •ecrtatluu  eft  corPore  re?ni*  ' 

ampled  in  the  hiftory  of  civilized 

nations,  they  furely  muft  have  for-  The  difficulties  attendant  upon  fie- 
gotten  the  manner  in  which  M.  gotigtion  had  been  ftated  as'  ariftng  .. 
Chauveli.n  was  fent  from  this  coun-  from  ftwo'circumftances ftrfty the  dift* 
try.  At  a  fubfequent  period,  when  ticulty  in  all  cafes  of  pro  poling  over-  ' 
the  whole  of  Belgium  wras  regained,  lures,  without  .being  able  to  alcer- 
when  the  French  were  not  pofteffed  tain  what  reception  they  were  likely 
of  one  foot  of  ground  in  that  terri-  to  experience  fecondiy,  the.  parti? 
tory,  did  I  then  (continued  Mr.  Fox)  cular  obftacles,  from  the  relative 
pegled  my  duty  to  this  country?  fttuati  on ;  of  the  tw*o  countries.  Mr. 
No.  I  then  renewed  my  motion  for  Fox  faid,  he.c6uldfta.te  a  third,' more 
peace  ;  and  I  now  alk.,  if  an  attempt  \v  eighty  than  either  — In. every  ,ne~  1 
had  then  been  made  to  negotiate,  gotiation,  the  difficulty  of  coming,.!" 
whether  wre  might  not  have  expeded  to  any  definitive  arrangement  muft 
to  obtain  peace  on  terms  equally  ho-  be  infinitely  -incieafed.  in  proportion 
nourable  and  advantageous  with  any  to  the  degree  of  diftruft  entertained  1 
which  we  can  now  poffibly  claim  ?  by  the  parties  refpeding  their  mu*. 
This' was  at  the  period  before  the  tual  intentions,  ff  we  had  fo.rae 
powders  combined  againft  France  had  reafon  to  fufped  the  ftneerity  of  the  . 
igained  the  fortrefs  of  Valenciennes :  diredory,  had  not  they  at  leaft  equal 
[but.  when  it  was  certain  that  it  muft  grounds  to  fufped  our  views  in  ne- 
(fall.  I  contended  then  was  the  pe-  gotiation?  After  every  epithet  had 
riod  to  make  peace.  In  order- to  been  exhaufted  by  minifters  to  vilify 
ffiow  how  greatly  minifters  mifcal-  their  characters,  was  it  to  be  ex-  - 
culated  the  nature  of  the  conteft;  peded  that  they  would  readily  lifttn  . 
when  1  thus  argued,  it  was  faid  ;  to  terms  of  peace  didated  by  thole 
“  What !  make  peace  before  you  minifters,  except  they  were  brought 
179  7*  -  F  into 
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into  a  Bate  of  nsceffity  which  pre¬ 
cluded  them  from  any  alternative, 
and  compelled  them  to  an  uncondi¬ 
tional  compliance  with  any  propor¬ 
tion  that  might  be  prefented  to  their 
acceptance  ?  When  lord  Malm.ef- 
bury,  in  addrefling  the  French  mini- 
fter,  lb  often  brought  forward  his 
profeffionof  high  conlideration  (Mr. 
Fox  laid),  he  could  not  but  fmile, 
when  he  recollected  that  lord  Auck¬ 
land  was  made  a  peer  merely  be- 
caule  he  declared  that  the  men 
whom  he  now  addrelfed  in  luch  re- 
fpedtful  terms,  “  ought  to  be  put 
under  the  fword  of  the  law,”  and 
becaufe  he  denounced  them  as  mil- 
creants  and  traitors  to  all  Europe. 
By  tli is  declaration,  brought  for¬ 
ward  in  a  public  capacity,  he  Brow¬ 
ed,  that,  acting  on  the  part  of  Great- 
Britain,  he  was  not  How  to  be  their 
executioner  and  their  judge. 

There  was  one  part  of  the  addrefs 
emitted  to  be  noticed,  but  to  which 
he  could  by  no  means  fubferibe  : 
that  his  majefty  had  negle&ed  no 
proper  opportunity  to  conclude  the 
war.  A  few.  years  ago,  when  he 
earndtly  pr'elfed  the  propriety  of  ne¬ 
gotiation,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  contended  that  the 
Trench  were  not  capable  of  main¬ 
taining  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity.  In  what  relpedt  were  they 
jnow  become  more  capable  ?  "Will 
the  minifter  affirm,  that  then  there 
was  only  a  proviftonal  government, 
and  that  there  now  exifts  a  perma¬ 
nent  ccnftitution  ?  Surely  he  would 
not  venture  to  prefs  that  argument, 
aware  of  the  extent  to  which  it  mull 
lead  him  j  and  if  fuck  was  the  cafe, 
Mr.  Fox  declared  he  had  no  heftta- 
tion  to  Bate,  that  the  aflertion  in 
the  addrefs  was  falfe,  and  as  fuch 
muft  meet  his  decided  negative. 

The  refult  of  the  negotiation  had 
proved  to  be  what  was  not  difficult 
t©  have  been  forefeen,  both  from  its 
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commencement,  and  the  mode  in 
which  it  had  been  conducted-  If 
the  country,  indeed,  conlidered  the 
adminiftfation  of  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  to  be  ableffing,  they 
muft  take  their  choice  between  the 
continuance  of  thatblefting  and  the 
reftoration  of  peace.  It  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  thole  individuals  who  had 
conducted  the  war  with  luch  noto¬ 
rious  incapacity,  and  entailed  ft> 
many  mifehiefs  on  the  country,  mult 
of  all  others  be  the  molt  unfit  to 
repair  them,  and  fecure  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  permanent  peace. 

But  in  order  to  afeertain  the  fin- 
cerity  of  minifters  on  this  point,  and 
the  fairnefs  of  the  means  employed 
towards  the  attainment  of  this  ob¬ 
ject,  it  was  necelBary  to  enter  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  minutely  into  the  hiftory  ot 
the  negotiation.  >; 

The  ftrft  ftep  which  was  taken 
was,  the  communication  at  Balle, 
in  which  Mr.  Wickham  had  been, 
engaged  as  the  agent  for  the  Britifh 
government.  As  he  was  not  autho¬ 
rized  to  take  any  definitive  meafure, 
or  to  make  any  declaration  binding 
on  the  government,  but  little  ftrels 
could  be  laid  on  the  cireumftance. 
Tliofewho  attended  to  the  details  of 
that  ttanlaffion,  would  not  be  dii- 
poled  to  draw  any  inference  very 
favorable  to  the  fineerity  of  mini¬ 
fters.  The  million  of  lord  Malmef- 
bury  was  unqueftionably  what  they 
withed  to  be  conlidered  as  the  grand 
effort  for  peace,  and  as  affording  an 
unequivocal  proof  of  tlieir  fincere 
willies  for  its  attainment.  Of  the 
details  of  that  negotiation  we  were 
able  to  judge,  from  the  papers  which 
liad  been  laid  before  the  houfe. 

Till  the  publication  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  manifello,  lie  faid  he  was  only- 
acquainted  with  the  cireumftance* 
of  that  tranfadlion  from  the  ftate- 
ment  of  the  public  prints  :  nor  was 
he  a  little  iurprized  when  the  mani- 

fefta 
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fefto  reached  him  in  the  country,  to 
think  he  had  been  completely  mil¬ 
led  by  the  previous  information  : 
that  furprife  encreafed,  on  finding 
that  the  public  prints  had  been  more 
accurate  in  their  reprefen tati on  of 
fads  than  his  majefiy’s  declaration. 
Never  had  any  paper  been  brought 
forward  with  the  fiamp  of  official 
authority  fo  little  conneded  with 
the  documents  on  which  it  was  pro- 
feifedly  founded  :  it  entirely  con¬ 
cealed  the  raoft  important  fads  of 
the  negotiation;,  andftated  the  others 
fo  loofely,  as  not  to  exhibit  them 
in  any  precife  or  diftind  fhape. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  ftated  that  difr.efped  had  been 
fhown  to  a  foreign  court  by  the 
French  diredory,  and  an  inference 
drawn  of  a  difpofition  thus  mani- 
fefted  to  throw  contempt  on  all  efia- 
bli  llicd  ufages.  It  was  a  tier  ted,  as 
an  apology  for  bringing  forward  the 
mani  fefto,  previous  to  the  publication 
of  the  papers,  that  much  mechanical 
labour  was  neceflary  for  preparing 
them  for  the  infpedion  of  the  houfe ; 
but.  for  his  own  part,  he  could  not  but 
fufped,  it  was  thought  expedient  to 
give  a  bias  to  their  fentiments  by 
the  publication  of  the  manifefto,  be¬ 
fore  the  fads  were  fubmitted  to 
their  cool  and  fober  inveftigation ; 
and  the  delay*  which  was  imputed  to 
mechanical  labour  was  purpofely  de- 
figned  to  afford  minifters  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  reviling  the  papers,  and  of 
deciding  what  part  of  their  contents 
it  might  be  prudent  to  fupprefs,  and 
\vhat  might  be  fubrnitted  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  eye.  Lord  Malmefbury  was  fent 
to  negotiate  for  peace,  and  furnifhed 
wi.th  full  powers  to  conclude,  but 
not  to  treat :  he  had  no  inftrudions 
with  refped  to  the  terms  he  fhould 
propofe,  and  no  diredion  upon 
which  to  ad  concerning  the  propo- 
fitions  he  might  receive.  When  he 
was  alked  if  he  came  to  treat  for  the 


king  of  Great-Britaiii  feparately?  he 
anfwered,  No ;  but  for  the  king  of 
Gfeat  Britain,  jointly  with  his  allies. 
When  he  was  afked  if  he  was  fur- 
ni lhed  with  any  powers  from  thole 
allies  ?  he  again  repled.  No.  Had 
he  any  terms  to  propofe?  He  an¬ 
fwered,  he  would  fend  for  inftruc- 
tions.  Thus  it  appeared,  that  he 
was  empowered -to  conclude  for  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  but  not  quali¬ 
fied  to  treat  5  and  that  for  the  allies* 
for  whom  he  came  to  treat,  he  had 
not  power  to  conclude.  Could  there 
be  a  more  palpable  mockery  of  th© 
forms  ofinegotiation? 

We  next  come  to  the  bafis  :  in. 
the  prefent  inftance  it  was  laid  fo 
wide,  as  to  comprehend  no  diftind 
objed,  and  to  be  reducible  to  no 
precife  meaning:  the  French  ftated, 
that  they  had  agreed  to  your  princi¬ 
ple,  and  only  difputed  its  applica¬ 
tion.  The  principle  of  mutual 
compenfations  is  fubftantially  recog¬ 
nized  in  every  negotiation,  and  did 
not  require  to  be  fpecified.  Th© 
general  objeds  of  difpute  have  been* 
in  fixing  a  bafts,  whether  it  fhould 
be  regulated  by  the  Jlatus  quo  ante 
helium,  or  the  uti  pojjidetis  ? 

The  minifter  had  ftated,  as  a 
proof  of  relu dance  on  the  part  of 
the  French,  that  they  for  fome  time 
hefitated  to  admit  our  propofedba- 
fis ;  but  in  fad  they  virtually  recog¬ 
nized  the  principle  when  they  en¬ 
tered  into  the  difeuflion  of  terms. 
He  who  afks,  what  will  you  give, 
or  ftates  what  he  is  willing  to  re¬ 
ceive,  at  once  admits  the  bafis  of 
mutual  compenfation. 

When  the  French  afked  lord 
Malmelbury  what  terms  he  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  propofe,  he  was  unprovided 
with  any  anlwer,  and  obliged  to 
fend  to  this  country  for  inftrudions. 

What  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  this  condud  on  the  part  of 
minifters,  but  that,  by  thus  bringing 
F  2  forward 
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forward  a  futile,  illufory,  and  un¬ 
meaning  balls,  they  expected  to  dil- 
guft  the  Fren'ch  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  fo  get  rid  of  the  negotiation  ; 
and  if  the  French,  who  mult  have 
felt  themfelves  mocked  by  this  treat¬ 
ment,  and  have  been  more  and 
more  allured  of  the  infmcerity  of 
our  mini  tiers,  had  flopped  all  fur¬ 
ther  proceedings,  would  they  not 
have  been  fully  jultified  ?  Undoubt¬ 
edly  miniiters  expected  that  they 
would  have  relented  the  infult,  and 
have  broken  off  the  negotiation  at 
the  onfet.  They  thus  hoped  to  have 
obtained  an  ealy  credit  for  their  pa¬ 
cific  intentions,  and  to  have  thrown 
upon  the  enemy  the  odium  of  a  de¬ 
termined  purpofe  of  hoftility,  and 
.an  unreafonable  rejection  of  the  pre¬ 
liminary  balls  of  negotiation.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  however,  for  this  pro- 
left,  the  balls  was  recognized.  The 
dilappointment  of  miniiters  was’ evi¬ 
dent  :  lord  Malmelbury  was  unpre¬ 
pared  how  to  aft  3  and  compelled  to 
fend  for  farther  inftruftions.  The 
queftion  then  became,  “  fince  the 
French  have  lo  unexpectedly  ac¬ 
cepted  the  balls  we  intended  to  be 
rejected,  what  can  we  find  that  they 
mull:  be  indilpenfably  called  upon  to 
refute  ?”  Lord  Malmelbury,  who 
had  before  no  terms  to  propole,  was 
now  inltrufted  to  bring  forward 
luch  as  could  not  be  fuppojed  to  undergo 
much  dlfcujjion ;  fuch  as  could  not 
readily  fail  to  efteft  the  purpole  of 
being  rejefted. 

.  Mr.  Fox  then  confidered  what 
had  been  faid  by  the  minifter  re- 
Ipefting  the  terms  offered  :  it  had 
been  urged,  by  way  of  apology  for 
thole  propofed  by  lord  Malmelbury, 
that  it  was  ufual  ;to  be  fomewhat 
high  in  our  demands  in  the  hilt  in-- 
fiance }  that  any  proportions,  in 
the  beginning  of  negotiations,  were 
'  never  to  be  regarded  as  decifive  3 
md  that  in  the  progrefs  of  treating 
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we  might  relax  as  'circurriftanCes 
ilrould  render  it  expedient.  But 
was  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
fo  ill  qualified  to  judge  of  the  cbn- 
duft  proper  for  thele  times,  as  fe- 
rioufly  to  maintain  this  argument  ? 

He  had  deferibed  it  as  a  negotia¬ 
tion,  the  ill  fuccefs  of  which  muff 
tend  to  divide  France,  and  to  unite 
Great  Britain  ;  which  muff  give  in¬ 
dubitable  confirmation  to  the  juftice 
of  our  caufe,  and  add  double  energy 
to  our  future  efforts.  Inftead  of 
carrying  his  pretentions  higher  than 
he  might  be  difpofed  to  accept,  he 
Ihould  have  gone  to  the  other  ex¬ 
treme,  and  have  Hated  them  at  the 
lowed  point  of  what  he  deemed  to 
be  fair  and  equitable  j  thus'  feeuring 
tke  end  which  he  profeffed  t6  have 
had  in  view — to  render  apparent  to 
all  Europe  the  equity  and  modera¬ 
tion  of  his  own  lentiments,  and  the 
injullice  and  ambition  of  the  enemy. 
Mr.  Fox  next  adverted  to  the  two 
memorials,  and  confeffed  he  had 
never  been  more  flruck  with  the 
impoffibility,  evefi  for  talents  the 
moll  fplendid,  to  cover  the  weak- 
nefs  of  a  caufe,  and  iupply  the  de¬ 
ficiency  of  real  argument,  than  in 
the  inllance  of  what  the  minifter 
had  faid  refpefting  Holland.  Even 
if  Holland  Ihould  be  reftored  to  its 
priftine  fituation  ;  if  the  Stadtholder 
Ihould  be  reinltated,  and  the  alli¬ 
ance  renewed  with  this  country,  he 
does  not  fay  that  he  would  reftore  to 
Holland  her  former  poffelfions  j  No  y 
he  might  then  perhaps  only  relax  in 
their  favour  part  of  the  conditions 
on  which  the  prefent  Hate  of  things 
obliges  him  to  inlift  !  A  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas) 
fome  time  fince  declared  in  the 
houfe,  that  as  we  had  taken  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Ceylon,  we 
meant  to  keep  them  for  ever.  This 
was  reafoning  very  much  a  la  Fran - 
gaijc.  It  was  curious  to  remark 

that 
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that  m  the  very  moment  when  the 
mini fter  is  at  Rich  pains  to  reprefen  t 
the  demands  of  the  French  as  in  the 
higheft  degree  exorbitant,  how  much 
he  countenances  them  by  his  own. 
He  fays,  “  We  have  taken  a 
great  deal  from  Holland,  they  have 
taken  nothing  from  us,  therefore  we 
are  not  bound  in  juftice  to  make 
-them  any  restitution  :  but  if  IVJael- 
tricht,  or  fome  place,  be  ceded  to 
the  emperor  for  the  Security  of  the 
Netherlands,  we  may  perhaps  ^  be 
induced  to  make  them  fome  reftitu- 
•tiprij  but  on  no  account  to  reftore 
Ceylon  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.” 
On  the  fame  grounds  might  the 
French  fay,  “We  have  taken  much 
from  the  emperor;  he  has  gained 
nothing  from  us ;  therefore  we 'are 
not  bound  to  make  him  any  reftitu- 
tion.  But  what  are  the  Specific  pro- 
pofals  to  the  French?  to  evacuate 
Italy,  to  give  up  the  Milanele,  Bel¬ 
gium,  and  Luxemburg ;  to  nego¬ 
tiate  the  arrangement  of  peace  tor 
Germany  with  his  Imperial  majefty, 
as  conftitutional  head  of  the  empire ; 
and  though  they  are  already  at  peace 
with  the  moft  confiderable  Germanic 
powers,  with  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
with  the  debtors  of  Saxony,  Hano¬ 
ver,  &c.  they  would  thus.be  placed 
in  a  Situation  in  which  they  would 
Jiave  all  their  treaties  to  begin  anew. 

In  return  for  all  thefe  Sacrifices, 
he  offers  to  reftore  to  them  Marti¬ 
nique,  St.  Lucia,  Tobago;  reserv¬ 
ing  however  one  of  them  as  an 
equivalent,  if  they  are  to  retain  St. 
Domingo.  The  reiteration  of  Bel¬ 
gium  was  a  fine  qua  non ;  and  Mr. 
Fox  avowed  he  Should  much  regret 
to  fee  Belgium  attached  to  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  republic*-  but  if  mini-, 
flcrs  were  fincere  in  their  willies  for 
peace,  if  they  confide  red  Belgium 
as  an  object  of  fb  much  importance, 
let  them  not  offer  brafs  for  gold. 
•  Wfiat  they  had  offered  was  trifling 
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indeed  ;  and  if  France  complied 
with  their  demands,  what  would  be 
her  relative  lituation  amongft  the 
powers  of  Europe  ?  She  would 
have  given  up  Belgium,  Luxem¬ 
burg,  and  Italy  :  and  farther,  it  was 
required,  that  Something  ihould  be 
ceded  to  the  Emperor,  to  render 
him  Secure  on  the  fide  of  the  Au- 
ftrian  Netherlands.  The  three  great 
powers  of  Europe  would  all  of  them 
be  left  with  confiderable  acquisi¬ 
tions.  The  king  of  Frufiia  had  . 
gained  a  third  part  of  Poland  ;  Ruf- 
iia  had  obtained  a  confiderable  ex¬ 
tent  of  territory  from  that  unfortu¬ 
nate  country;  and,  in  .  addition  to 
his  ilia  re  iri  the  divifion,  it  was  pro- 
pofed  that  the  emperor  of  Germany 
Ihould  be  put  in  poffeftion  of  Mael- 
tricht,  or  fome  other  place.  France 
was  only  to  be  left  with  Savoy,  Nice, 
and  Avignon.  Was  theftate  of  the 
war  Such  as  would  juftify  this  pro¬ 
position  ?  Was  it  equitable  that  all 
the  other  powers  Should  gain  more 
than  France  ?  When  Great-  Britain 
acted  fo  unreasonably,  France  natu¬ 
rally  took  a  ftep  calculated  to  give 
confidence  to  the  people  in  thole  coun¬ 
tries  annexed  to  the  Republic,  by 
declaring,  that  on  no  account  would 
ihe  confent  to  give  them  up. 

As  to  the  French  minifter  having 
alked  lord  Malmelbury  to  give  in 
his  ultimatum,  it  evidently  meant 
no  more,  than  that  he  ihould  make 
a  formal  declaration  of  what  he  had 
laid  relpecting  Belgium  ;  a  demand 
which  fureiy  could  not  be  deemed 
unreafonable. 

After  having  heard  fo  much  ftated 
of  the  value  of  Belgium,  and  fuch 
reafons  urged  why  it  Should  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  Emperor,  Mr.  Fox 
could  not  help  remarking  that  it 
was  not  very  long  fince  the  people 
of  that  country  were  in  a  ftafe  of  re¬ 
bellion  :  and  it  was  furmifed  at  the 
time,  that  we  were  by  no  means 
F  3  averfc? 
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averfe  to  fupporting  them  in  their 
endeavours  to  fliake  off  the  Auftrian 
yoke.  But  however  great  its  value 
might  be,  was  it  fufficient  to  juftify 
the  continuance  of  a  deftrudtive  war  ? 
And  if  it  were,  there  was  another 
queftion  to  be  conti dered  ;  if,  in 
addition  to  the  expence  and  carnag;e 
with  which  the  war  had  already 
been  attended,  it  were  proper  to 
facrifice  a  hundred  millions  more, 
and  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  for 
its  attainment,  it  ought  to  be  very- 
clear,  that  our  object  was  attainable 
by  thefe  means.  It  ought  alfo  to 
be  recollected,  that  the  emperor, 
who  was  a  friend  to-day,  might  be 
an  enemy  to-morrow.  It  was  not 
eight  months  fince  he  was  not  fo 
much  a  favourite  with  minifters  ; 
perhaps,  indeed,  they  were  cautious 
in  exprefling  their  partiality,  leff  it 
ffiould  be  fufpeCted  that  money  was 
then  going  to  the  court  of  Vienna. 
At  that  time  the  king  of  Sardinia 
was  extolled  as  a  pattern  of  fidelity 
to  all  princes :  he  did  not  mean  to 
impute  to  the  Sardinian  monarch 
any  breach  of  faith  ;  necefhty  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  conclude  a  treaty  with 
the  republic;  and  we  had  not  heard 
In  what  fituation  he  was  now  to  be 
conlidered,  with  refpeCt  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  Minifters  had  already  fent  large 
turns  to  bis  Imperial  majefty,  and 
were  about  to  make  farther  ad¬ 
vances  ;  and  the  alliance  could  not 
be  maintained  at  an  expence  lei’s 
to  the  country  than  a  fum  of  two 
millions  annually  .  If  we  fhould  not 
be  able  to  grant  him  the  fame  at- 
fill  a  nee,  he  might  be  reduced  to  the 
fame  neceffity  as  the  king  of  Sardi¬ 
nia,  and  compelled  to  conclude  a 
peace. 

When  all  thefe  circumftances 
were  put  together,  the  fieri  frees 
which  muff  be  incurred  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  wreft  Belgium  from  the 
French,  and  the  uncertainty  of  ob¬ 


taining  the  -  objedf,  the  miniffer 
who  on  that  account  only  ihould. 
refute  to  make  peace  had  much  to 
anfwer  tor  on  the  teore  of  policy 
and  humanity.  By  the  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  emperor,  in  1/93, 
we  engaged  not  to  lay  down  our 
arms  without  his  confent :  if  we  urge 
the  ftipuiations  of  a  treaty  as  k  rea- 
fon  why  we  cannot  conclude  peace 
but  on  certain  terms,  we  tandtion 
the  argument  which  is  reprefen  ted 
as  fo  unjuftihable  on  the  part  of 
France.  We  had  no  more  right  to 
talk  of  our  treaties,  than  they  of  the 
regulations  concerning  their  boun¬ 
daries.  If  an  abfurd  and  imprac¬ 
ticable  condition  be  introduced  into 
a  treaty,  is  there  not  reafon  to  fu- 
fpedt  it  is  for  the.  purpofe  of  throw¬ 
ing  difficulties  in  the  way  of  peace  * 
To  the  French  is  imputed  all  the 
odium  and  blame  of  breaking  off 
the  negotiation.  The  mmifter  had 
a  her  ted,  that  we  were  not  bound  by 
any  thing  as  a  fine  qua  non  ;  for  that 
is  impoflible,  in  the  nature  of  a  ne¬ 
gotiation,  until  it  be  concluded. 
But  whatever  affertions  may  be,  the 
world  at  large  will  regard  the  me¬ 
morial  of  lord  Malmefbury  as' the 
fine  qua  non  of  the  court  of  Great 
Britain  relpedting  Belgium.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  fays  it 
may  be  recovered  by  force  of  arms ; 
but  what  fecurity  is  there  that  we 
fli all  not  fink  in  our  profpe&s  upon 
that  event,  and  that  they  will  not 
rife  in  proportion  as  we  fink  ?  Amuffe 
not  the  people  of  this  country  (con¬ 
tinued  Mr.  Fox)  by  a  deluffve  pre¬ 
tence,  as  you  did  by  an  amendment 
to  get  rid  of  an  honourable  friend  of 
mine,  and  in  which  you  ftated  to 
Europe  that  you  would  negotiate 
with  France  when  its  government 
was  capable  of  maintaining  the  re¬ 
lations  of  peace  and  amity  with 
other  powers. 

Thefe  little  artifices  had  had  their 
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<»nds ;  but  thefe  were 'times  that 
required  opcnnefs  and  candour.  The 
plain  queftion  was,  peace  or  war  ? 
However  the  minifter  might  per- 
fuade  the  majority  of  the  iioufe  that 
his  withes  and  inclinations  bend  to¬ 
wards  peace  ;  it  would  not  be  be¬ 
lieved  by  the  people,  that  the  fine 
qua  non,  with  regard  to  Belgium, 
would  overbalance  the  affertions  of 
members  of  parliament.  The  houfe 
had  not  the  credit  with  the  pub¬ 
lic  nor  did  it  deferve  that  credit, 
which  former  houfes  of  commons 
had. 

He  then  proceeded  to  make  fome 
remafks  on  the  caufe  of  breaking 
off  the  negotiation.  W as  the  em¬ 
peror  (faid  he)  a  party  to  it  ?  No ; 
it  was  a  fine  qua  non ,  made  in  a  mat¬ 
ter  intended  folely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Emperor,  to  which,  never  the-' 
lefs,  he  was  not  a  party,  and  which 
we  did  not  know  whether  he  him- 
felf  would  infifi:  upon  !  Surely  this 
might  have  been  known  before  the 
negotiation  was  entered  upon  ;  when 
we  were  fo  often  fending  tuch  im- 
menfe  turns  to  the  emperor,  fome 
perfons  employed  in  thefe  offices 
might  have  aiked  the  queffion— 
Had  any  done  fo  ?■— No  ;  and  let 
any  impartial  man  anlwer,  it  this 
was  not  a  mockery  of  negotiation. 
Bat  laid  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman— Why  did  not  the  direbfory 
prefent  a  contr  e-projet  ? — To  whom 
ffiould  they  prefent  it  ?  Not  to  the 
emperor ;  for  he  was  not  a  party, 
though  every  thing  contained  in  our 
projet  was  for  his  benefit  alone. 

The  people,  indeed,  (laid  Mr. 
Fox)  who  rnay  come  into  the  power 
©f  another  people  by  chance  of  war, 
cannot,  by  the  law  of  nations,  be 
difpol'ed  of  lawfully,  till  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty  ol  peace  is  concluded : 
but  this  was  very  different  from  a 
people  who  are  left  at  liberty  to 
choofe  a  government  for  themfelves, 


and  who  voluntarily  adopt  the  ftep 
of  uniting  themfelves  with  their 
neighbours. 

There  was  one  thing. very  remark¬ 
able,  that  in  all  this  negotiation, 
where  almoft  every  poffeffion  of  all 
the  parties  had  been  taken  notice 
of,  the  name  of  the  valuable  and 
important  kingdom  of  Corfica  had 
never  appeared.  Did  minilters  fay, 
when  they  took  it,  “  You  may  form 
a  government  of  your  own,  and  be 
a  free  people?”  No;  they  tent, a 
viceroy.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  went  as 
reprelentativc  of  his  m  a  jelly ;  cook-; 
ed  them,  up  a  conffitution,  half 
French,  half  Engliffi,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  detach  them  entirely  from 
any  predilections  in  favour  of  French 
principles. 

The  French  were  and  always 
have  been  reprefented  by  minifters 
as  a  horde  of  alfaffins.  Suppole  the 
Corficans  had  cholen  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  as  their  king,  and  en¬ 
treated  that  they  might  not  he  given 
up  to  thefe  affaifins;  would  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  have  faid,  in 
a  negotiation  for  peace,  that  Cor¬ 
fica  was  an  objeCt  of  reiteration  ? 
Mr.  Fox  believed  he  would  not; 
and  may  not  the  French  ufe  the 
fame  arguments  refpefting  Bel- 
On  former  occafions,  when 


gium 


the  con  quells  in  the  Well  Indies 
were  mentioned  as  means  of  nego¬ 
tiation,  the  idea  of  flatus  quo  ants 
helium  was  ridiculed.  He  particu¬ 
larly  alluded  to  Martinique,  which 
was  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  con- 
quetl  in  former  wars  ;  it  was  taken 
at  the  requeft  of  the'  inhabitants  in 
it,  who  all  delired  to  be  taken  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  his  Britannic 
majeity.  Martinique  was,  however, 
mentioned  in  this  negotiation  ;  and 
the  minifter  had  gone  off  from  his, 
high  language. 

Peace,  Mr.  Fox  affirmed,  could 
not  be  obtained  by  a  perieverance 
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in  the  prefen t  fyftem ;  it  muft  be 
changed.  He  was  not  one  of  thofe 
who  wilhed  to  alter  the  conftitu- 
tion,  but  to  reform  it ;  to  reftore 
the  voice  of  the  people  to  that  rank 
which  it  was  entitled  to  hold  in  it ; 
to  make  the  opinion  of  the  mini- 
fter  nothing ; '  to  fee  that  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  aI-9  He  was  told,  that  they 
.  wifhetl  for  a  removal  of  the  prefen t 
minister :  fo  did  he ;  the  country 
HCouJd  not  be  faved  without  it ;  the 
people  muft  cl  1  life  3  it  was  time  for 
them  to  ftand  forward,  and  by  con- 
ftitutional  means  renovate  the  con- 
ftitution,  which  alone  could  refeue 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity  from 
inevitable  min.  Here1  he  reflected 
upon  the  period  of  the  American 
war ;  but  the  contemplation  was 
painful.  Men  ufed  then  to  fay, 

- — 44  It  is  all  owing  to  the  unreafon- 
ablenefs  of  the  enemy  that  we  do 
not  obtain  peace.” — Infatuated  men ! 
They  were  afterwards  moft  fatally 
convinced  of  the  folly  of  their  ar¬ 
guments,  and  obliged  to  accept  of 
terms  far  more  againft  them  than 
they  might  have  obtained,  had  ne¬ 
gotiations  been  offered  long  before 
they  were.  But  what  were  the  ca¬ 
lamities  then  to  what  we  have  now 
to  ftruggle  with  ?  What  the  pro- 
fpedt  of  extricating  ourfelves  then  to 
the  prefent  ?  To*  America  we  had 
little  to  give  but  independence,  and 
the  trouble  of  conciliating  loft  affec¬ 
tion  3  to  France,  Spain,  kc.  mu¬ 
tual  reftitutiqn.  Now,  ^ve  have  no 
profpedt  but  the  continuance  of  the 
war  3  and  the  confequences  were  too 
dreadful  to  anticipate  farther  than 
he  had  clone.  One  part,  indeed,  of 
the  minifter’s  political  conduit  he 
could  not  forbear  to  mention  ;  his 
entrance  into  parliament  :  — it  was 
towards  the  ctofe  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  began  his  career  by  op- 
po ft ng  it  moft  vehemently  3  and  af¬ 


ter  the  majority  which  had  harried 
it  on  was  put  an  end  to,  he  compli-r 
mented  the  Rockingham  admini- 
ftration,  and  faid,  44  You  have  de* 
ftroyed  the  majority,  but  cannot  be 
lure  of  having  completed  your  pur- 
pofe  if  you  do  not  ftrike  at  the  root 
of  the  evil.  There  muft  be  a  radical 
reform,  other  wife  minifters  may,  on 
future  occafions, .  arife,  who  will 
again  plunge  the  country  into  more 
bloody  and  expenftve  wars than  even 
this.”  The  forebodings  had  been 
very  fully  and  fatally  accomplilhed. 
He  himfelf  had  lived  to  become 
that  veryminifter,  whole  anticipated 
mifeondudt  he  had  fo  feelingly  de¬ 
plored  3  and  110  fooner  became  pof- 
lefled  of  minifterial  influence  than 
he  ufed  it  more  liberally  than  his 
predeceifors  had  ever  done,  not 
only  to  prevent  reform,  but  to  ftab 
the  conftitution  in  every  vein,  and 
to  plunge  us  into  armaments  and 
wars  more  prodigal  of  blood  and  trea- 
fu re  than  ever  had  beenjknown  in 
hiftory. 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  with  moving, 
as  an  amendment,  that  .this  houfe 
had  learnt,  with  inexpreffible  con¬ 
cern,  that  the  negotiation  for  the 
reftoration  of  peace  had  been  un¬ 
happily  fruftrated.  In  fo  awful  and 
important  a  crifis,  the  commons  felt 
it  their  duty  to  fpeak  to  his  majefty 
with  that  freedom  and  earneftnefs 
which  became  men  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve  the  honour  of  the  crown  and 
to  fecure  the  in terefts  of  the  people  ; 
—  they  flneerely  deplored  that  they 
were  under  the  neeeflity  of  declar¬ 
ing  they  had  reafon  to  think  the  mi- 
nifters  were  not  lincere  in  their  em 
deavours  to  reftore  the  bleffings  of 
peace  to  this  cSiftrefied.  country ; 
for,  on  the  one  hand,  - they  infifted 
on  the  reftoration  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  whilft  the  directory,  with, 
equal  pertinacity,  claimed  that  part 
of  their-  conquefts  as  a  condition 
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from  which  they  could  not  depart ; 
— -that  the  houfe  lamented  the  rath- 
neis  and  injuftice  of  the  min  liters, 
whofe  mifcondudt  had  produced 
this  embarrailing  fltuation,  by  ad- 
viftng  his  mnjefty  to  refute  all  nego¬ 
tiation  for  the  adjuftment  of  the 
then  fubftfting  differences ;  although, 
at  that  time,  the  Netherlands,  fo  far 
from  being  conlidered  as  an  objedt 
of  comeft,  were  folemnly  renounced, 
and  the  peace  of  Europe  offered 
into  his  mnjefty ’s  hands,  upon  the 
bails  of  that  renunciation  and  the 
independence  of  Holland,  whilff 
the  preferred  her  neutrality  towards 
France; — that  this  houfe  had  far¬ 
ther  to  regret,  that  foon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  when 
Holland  had  been  refcued  from  in- 
vafion  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
Netherlands  recovered  for  the 
emperor,  when  the  princes  of  Eu¬ 
rope  continued  firm  in  their  alliances 
to  Great  Britain,  the  mini  iters  did 
not  avail  themfelves  of  this  poiition 
for  the  negotiation  of  an  honourable 
peace ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  refuf- 
ed  to  iet  it  oil  foot,  upon  the  arro¬ 
gant  and  inful  ting  pretence,  that  the 
French  republic  was  not  capable  of 
maintaining^  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  amongft  nations  ;  and  on 
this  unfounded  alfumption  had  ad- 
viied  his  majefty  to  continue  the 
war,  when  the  difficulties  of  peace 
had  been  fo  much  encreafed  by  the 
defection  of  moft  of  the  confederate 
powers,  and  by  the  conqnefts  and 
confequent  preteniions  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  ; — that  this  houfe,  having  fubmit- 
ted  thefe  reflections,  felt  themfelves 
in  duty  bound,  for  the  information 
of  his  majefty,  and  the  latisfa&ion 
of  an  exhaufted  people,  to  proceed 
with  diligence  to  inveftigate  tlie 
caufes  which  had  produced  their  ca¬ 
lamities,  and  to  offer  fuch  advice  as 
the  alarming  eriflsof  the  nation  now 
required. 
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'Mr.  fecretarv  Dtmdas  fa  id,  that 
this  fpeech  was  the  moft  milch ievous 
which  he- ever  heard  come  from  an 
envenomed  opposition.  There  was 
fcarccly  one  topic  contained  in  it 
which  was  not  calculated  to  give 
encouragement  to  our  enemies.  In 
the  good  time 4  of  our  forefathers,  it 
never  occurred  to  the  molt  inflamed 
patriot  to  avail  hinlfelf  of  his  iitiv* 
ation,  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
to  plead  the  caufe  of  the  enemy  in 
the  manner  the  French  republic  had 
been  applauded  that  night.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman’s  prefeni 
amendment  was  a  very  fair  one  :  he 
called  upon  the  houfe  to  make  a  de- 
claration,  that  they  believed  mini-* 
hers  to  have  been  inflneere.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  ready  to  make  his 
appeal  to  the  houfe  ;  and  upon  that 
iffue,  he  would  call  upon  the  me  num¬ 
bers,  as  honed  men,  to  give  their 
opinion,  whether  they  thought  mi- 
niflers  had  omitted  any  meafures 
that  might  have  procured  peace  for 
the  country.  He  agreed  that  the 
expences  of  this  war  were  very 
great,  but  our  fuccefs  !  was  equal  to 
it ;  and  there  was  not  a  foreign  pof- 
feffion  belonging  to  the  enemy  that 
we  had  not  taken,  except  one  iflandj 
and  all  thefe  were  offered  to  be  lur- 
rendered  as  d  compenfation  for  what 
was  to  be  reftored  to  our  allies. 
The  emperor’s  and  our  fltuation 
were  thrown  into  one  common  flock : 
we  were  willing  to  relinquifli  our 
acquifltions,  to  procure  him  the  refti- 
tution  of  the  territories  he  had  loft. 
With  refpedt  to  Holland  and  his 
declaration  concerning  the  Cape  of 
Good’  Hope,  when  he  urged  the  re¬ 
taining  of  it,  he  was  confulting  the 
deareft  interefts  of  the  country,  with¬ 
out  injuring  thole  of  any  other 
power ;  and  if  Ceylon  fhouid  be 
wrefted  from  our  hands,  he  fhouid 
regret  it  as  the  gveateft  calamity : 
but  it  never  was  his  deftgn  to  take 
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from  Holland  its  trade  to  the  Cape, 
from  the  actual  pofleftion  of  which 
the  could  derive  no  benefit ;  for  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  company  was  too 
weak  to  keep  it  at  that  great  ex¬ 
pence  which  was  neceflary. 

With  refpedt  to  the  Auftrian  Ne¬ 
therlands,  which  had  engaged  the 
attention  of  this  country  nearly  three 
hundred  years,  the  importance  of 
the  fubjedt  was  recorded  in  the  jour¬ 
nals  of  the  houfe.  He  would  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  old  French  monarchy  for 
the  truth  of  the  atfertion,  that  one 
acre  of  land  in  the  Auftrian  Nether¬ 
lands  was  worth  a  whole  province 
In  France.  He  wifhed  to  imprefs 
this  upon  the  houfe  before  they 
adopted,  the  propofitions  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  that  .  they 
might  fee  how  neceflary  it  was  for 
his  majefty  to  demand  as  a  condi¬ 
tion,  that  they  Ihould  be  evacuated 
by  France.  He  wilhed  alio  to  aik 
Mia  Fox  what  other  conclufton  was 
France  to  draw  from  his  propoiition, 
but  that  the  republic  had  the  greateft 
right  to  retain  the  Netherlands  with 
ehftinacy  ?  Facts  would  beft  ftiow 
which  party  had  been  wanting  in  a 
real  deftre  to  promote  peace.  Did 
the  French  in  any  period  come  for¬ 
ward  to  negotiate,  and  were  refuted 
by  us  ?  No  ;  the  contrary  was  the 
truth.  We  had  regularly  ufed  every 
means,  from  the  note  of  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham,  at  Balle,  to  the  late  million  of 
lord  Malmefb  ary,  to  bring  about  fo 
deftrable  an  event;  but  without fuc- 
cefs.  There  was  a  pertinacity  about 
the  French  government  which  pre¬ 
cluded,  except  in  appearance  only, 
all  overtures  for  peace,  which  it  is 
conceived  they  did  not  wjfh,  by  the 
ohftacles  they  put  in  the  way  of  its 
completion. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  requefted,  that 
gentlemen  would  not  fuffer  their 
opinions  to  be  led  away  from  the 
real  queftion  by  thefophiifry  of  Mr. 


Fox,  which  did  not  merely  tend  to 
lead  from  the  queftion,  but  in  its 
eventual  application  to  ftrengthen 
the  hands  of  our  enemies,  by  giving 
delufive  ftatements  of  our  real  frtua- 
tion ;  and  concluded  by  folemirly 
calling  upon  the  houfe,  if  they  con¬ 
ceived  the  adminiftration  had  adted 
with  the  duplicity  with  which  they 
were  charged,  to  pafs  a  vote  of  cen- 
fure  upon  them,  and  inflidt  a  heavy- 
puniftiment ;  but  let  it  be  unmixed 
with  any  other  matter. 

Mr.  Grey  replied  to  feveral  points 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Dundas  ;  and  af¬ 
ter  paying  fome  high  compliments 
to  Mr.  Fox,  as  to  his  diiinterefted- 
nefs  in  his  political  character,  hoped 
he  Ihould  one  day  fee  him  poflelling 
that  fituation  which  the  prefent 
holder  had  nianifefted  his  inability 
to  maintain.  He  thought  if  proba¬ 
ble  that  the  people  of  England 
would  one  day  declare,  whether 
thole  who  regularly  had  fupported 
every  adminiftration,  the  prolecu- 
tion  of  every  war,  and  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  every  tax,  were  its  beft 
friends,1, or  thole  who  oppofed  thrift* 
meafures,  though  unfortunately  in 
a  minority.  He  infifted  that  the 
fundamental  evil  from  \yhich  all  our 
misfortunes  flowed,  was,  that  peace 
never  had  been  the  real  objedt  of 
thofe  who  carried  on  tire  war. 
They  went  upon  a  fyftem  of  exter¬ 
mination  ;  and  by  thefe  means  our 
enemies  were  fo  irritated,  that  there 
was  danger  we  ihould  never  come 
to  an  amicable  conclufton. 

Air.  Grey  remarked,  that  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  had  made  an  er¬ 
roneous  ftatement,  when  he  inform  - 
ed  the  houfe  that  the  Britifh  had  con¬ 
quered  every  foreign  pofleftion  be¬ 
longing  to.  the'  French  but  one  ;  he 
nruft  have  forgotten  the  iile  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  Cayenne,  and  feveral  others  of 
coniequence,  ftill  in  their  pofleftion. 

He  proceeded  to  take  a  review  of 


FOREIGN 

lord  Malmefbury’sletter  to  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  3  and  contended  that  M.  Dela¬ 
croix’s  proportion  of  offering  an 
equivalent  to  the  emperor  for  the 
Netherlands,  in  thefecularization  of 
the  three  ecclefiaftical  electorates, 
and  feveral  bifhoprics  in  Germany 
and  Italy,  might  be  conftdered  as  a 
coiiire-projet ,  and  ought  to  have  been 
attended  to.  However  we  might 
willi  the  Netherlands  Ihould  re¬ 
main  in  the  poffeftion  of  the  em¬ 
peror,  the  moft  fanguine  expecta¬ 
tions  of  minifters  could  not  lead 
them  to  hope  they  could  be  regain¬ 
ed  by  force. 

He  conftdered  the  proportion  of 
retaining  the  moft  important  poffef- 
fions  of  our,  former  ally,  Holland, 
as  a  moft  profligate  trait  in  the  late 
negotiation.  The  offer  of  reftoring 
Martinique  and  Pondicherry  only 
(for  St.  Lucia  and  Tobago  were  to 
be  kept  as  an  equivalent  for  our  fup- 
pofed  claims  on  St.  Domingo)  for 
all  the  conquefts  made  by  France  on 
the  emperor  was  a  moft  extravagant 
proposition.  He  called  upon  the 
houfe.  to  refleCt  on  the  date  of  the 
country,  the  burden  of  taxes  wdiich 
muff  be  impofed  on  the  people,  the 
torrents  of  blood  that  would  flow, 
and  the  millions  of  lives  feat  muft 
be  loft,  if  the  war  were  prcfecuted. 
The  houfe  divided :  for  the  amend¬ 
ment  3 7 — againft  it  212. 

Not  difheartened  by  this  defeat, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  encouraged  by 
the  general  clamour  for  peace  which 
prevailed  through  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  the  minority  ftill  perfifted 
in  their  endeavours  for  the  reftora- 
tion  of  that  invaluable  blefimg.  On 
the  23d  of  March,  the  earl  of  Ox¬ 
ford  called  the  attention  of  the  up¬ 
per  houfe  to  a  motion  of  which  he 
]iad  given  notice  fome  time  before  : 
“  Peace  (faid  his  lordfhip)  is  fo  im- 
perioufly  demanded  by  the  circum- 
fta.nces  of  the  country,  that  every 
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independent  lord  muft  be  deftrous 
of  contributing  to  its  attainment : 
the  voice  of  the  country  demands  it ; 
and  attainable  it  is,  if  fought  for 
with  a  ftncCre  intention.”  To  prove 
that  the  government  of  France  was 
no  lets  difpofed  to  enter  into  an 
amicable  negotiation,  his  lordfhip 
proceeded  to  read  a  few  extracts 
from  the  papers  which  had  been 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe  at  the  con- 
cluiion  of  the  late  negotiation.  In 
note  2  to  Mr.  Wickham,  was  this 
paffage  :  “  The  directory  ardently 

defires  to  procure  for  the  republic  a 
juft ,  honour  able  y  and.  folid  peace .  The 
ftep  taken  by  Mr.  Wickham  would 
have  afforded  the  directory  a  real 
f ah  sf action,  if  the  declaration  which 
that  minifter  makes,  of  his  not  hav¬ 
ing  any  order,  any  powers  to  negotiate , 
did  not  give  room  to  doubt  the  ftn- 
cerity  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  his 
court.”  Again,  in  No.  7>  which 
contained  an  extraCt  from  the  regi- 
fter  of  decrees  of  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory,  were  thefe  words:  The 

executive  directory,  upon  conlider- 
ation  of  the  note  addreffed  to  the 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  by  lord 
Grenville,  dated  Weftminfter,  Sept. 
24,  1796 — wijhing  to  give  a  procf 
of  their  defire  to  make  peace  with  Eng- 
gland ,  decrees,  u  That  the  minifter 
is  charged  to  deliver  paflports  to  the 
envoy  of  England,  who  fhall  be  fur- 
niftied  with  powers,  not  only  for 
preparing  and  negotiating  the  peace 
between  the  French'  republic  and 
that  power,  but  for  concluding  it  be¬ 
tween  them."  And  again  :  “  The 

directory  fees  with  pain ,  that,  at  the 
moment  when  it  had  hoped  for  the 
fpcedy  return  of  peace,  the  propofal 
of  lord  Malmefbilry  offers  but  dila¬ 
tory  or  diftant  means  of  bringing 
the  negotiation  to  a  conclulion. 
Neverthelefs,  the  directory,  animat¬ 
ed  with  an  ardent  defire  of  putting  a 
flop  to  the  war ,  declares,  that  as  icon 

a  i 


BRITISH  AND. 


qz 

gp  lord  Malmefbury  dial!  exhibit  fuf- 
ficdentpowers  from  the  allies  of  Great 
Britain  for  ftipulating  for  their  re- 
fpe&ive  interefts,  accompanied  by  a 
promife  on  their  part  to  fubfcribe 
to  whatever  fliall  be  concluded  in 
their  name*  the  directory  will 
haften  to  give  an  anfwer  to  their 
propositions,  and  the  difficulties  Jhall 
he  removed ,  as  far  as  may  be  conlift- 
4snt  with  the.fafety  and  dignity  of 
the  republic.”  t 

His  lordfhip  concluded  from  all 
this,  that  the  diredtory  was  difpofed 
to  peace,  but  determined  to  referve 
the  Khine  for  the  boundary  of 
France  it  had  power  to  do  it,  and 
we  none  to  prevent  it.  We  mtift, 
therefore,  either  make '  peace  on 
thefe  terms,  or  perfift  in  war,  to 
our  own  deftrudtion .  He  therefore 
moved,  that  an  addrefs  might  be 
prefer. ted,  to  reprefen t  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  in  the  prefent  alarming* 
situation  of  the  country  the  houfe 
confidered  it  to  be  its  duty  to  ap- 
prife  him  of  his  own  danger  and 
•of  the  ruin  which  threatened  the  na- 
•tiorr 

That  the  fnock  which  had  been 
given  lately  to  public  credit*,  mutt 
deprive  us  of  thole  means  whereby 
we  were  enabled  to  hold  our  rank 
umongffc  nations,  uiilefs  we  weie 
relieved  from  our  prefent  enormous 
expenditure,  by  a?i  immediate,  Jin - 
sere,  and  la fling  peace. 

-  That  the  houfe  law  with  concern, 
•that  the  late  negotiation  was- broken 
off  by  the  conduct  and  demands  of 
his  majefty’ s  minifters,  and  not  by 
want  of  difpofttidn  for  peace  on  the 
part  of  the  Frenth. 

That  in  anfwer  to  the  note  deli¬ 
vered  by  Mr.  Wickham,  the  direc¬ 
tory  declared,  that,  “  Yielding  to 
the  ardent  defire  to  procure  peace, 
it  would  not  fear  to  exprefs  itfelf 

*  The  ftoppage  of  fpecie-  at  the  bank, 


openly ;  charged  by  the  eonftitutiou 
with  the  execution  of%  the  laws,  it 
could  not  make  or  liften  to  any  pro- 
pofal  which  would  be  contrary  to 
them  ;  the  confiitutional  aft  did  not 
permit  it  to  confent  to  any  aliena¬ 
tion  oi  that  which,  according  to  the 
laws,  conftituted  the  territory  of  the 
republic.” 

That  it  was  irapoftibte  his  majef- 
ty’s  mini  tiers'  could  have  mifunder- 
ftood  this  declaration ;  for  in  the 
note  dated  Downing-ftreet  were 
thefe  words :  uTo  a  demand  fuch 
as  this,  is  added  a  declaration,  that 
no  propofal  contrary  to  it  will  be 
made  of  liffened  to.” 

That  fix  months  after  the  mini- 
tiers  again  made  overtures  for  peace, 
but  in  fo.  ungracious  a  manner  that 
their  lincerifcy  might  reafonably  be 
queftioned,-  and  demanded  as  their 
fine  qua  non  thole  very  terms  "which, 
before  they  began  their  negotiation, 
they  knew  would  be  refufed. 

dint  under  all  thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  the  houfe  humbly  and  earneitly 
entreated  his  majefty  to  enter  into  a 
negotiation,  upon  fuch  terms  as 
France  would  be  likely  to  liften  and 
accede  to,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
would  leave  no  doubt  of  a  pacific 
intention. 

And  the  houfe  begged  leave  to 
allure  his  majefty,  that  it  would  en¬ 
tertain  no  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of 
fuch  a  negotiation,  and  would  feel 
confidence  after  the  reftoration  of 
peace,  that  fuch  wife  regulations 
might  be  adopted  by  the  legiflature, 
as  would  relieve  the  people  from 
their  burdens;  remove  every  com? 
plaint  of  unequal  reprefentation ; 
reftore  their  ancient  conftitution ; 
and  enfure  to  his  majefty  the  affe'e-, 
tions  of  his  fubjedts,  the  glory,  pro- 
fperity  and  happinefs  of  his  future 
reign.  '  -  v 

to  be  noticed  in  a  fucceeiung  chapter. 

On 
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On  the  queftion  being  put,  lord 
Grenville  obferved,  that  it  was  quite 
needlefs  to  reply  in  detail  to  the 
Very  extraordinary  firing  of  propo¬ 
rtions  juft  now  read.  Fie  moved, 
that  the  addrefs  of  the  30th  of  De¬ 
cember  la  ft  might  be  read,  which 
contained  every  argument  againfl 
that  part  of  the  motion  fnggefted  by 
his  lordfhip  :  and  it  would  be  feen, 
that  fo  far  from  the  negotiation  for 
peace  being  terminated  by  this  coun¬ 
try,  it  had  been,  infolently  and  ab¬ 
ruptly  broken  off  by  the  government 
of  France.  The  addrefs  above-men¬ 
tioned  was  accordingly  read  by  the 
clerk ;  on  which  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
Fa  id,  that  lie  wiihed  this  addrefs 
might  go  to  the  throne,  for  without 
the  adoption  of  fuch  a  motion,  there 
was  little  probability  of  obtaining 
peace :  he  feared  the  terms  of  any 
fuch  treaty  would  be  of  a  more  dif- 
advantageous  nature  than  what 
might  be  expedted  if  committed  to 
other  hands  5  confidering  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  prefent  minifters 
had  carried  on  the  war,  as  well  as 
entered  into  negotiations  for  peace. 

The  fecrfctary  of  ftate  had  ground¬ 
ed  his  opposition  to  the  motion  on 
its  inconfiflency  with  the  addrefs  of 
December  laft ;  but  was  there  any 
thing  to  prevent  a  grave  affembly 
from  re-confidering  its  former  refo- 
lutions,  and  more  efpecially  as  new 
xpotives  had  fmce  occurred  Which 
refpe&ed  the  commercial  credit  of 
the  country,  and  affe.Tetl  its  ability 
to.  carry  on  the  war.  He  condemn¬ 
ed  the  condudt  of  adminiftration  in 
fhackling  lord  Malmefbury,  when 
.  he  was  fent  to  treat,  efpecially  con¬ 
fidering  that  France  was  pre-deter- 
jmined  at  all  events  not  to  part  with 
Belgium.  Fie  charged  them  with 
indulging  a  fpirit  of  intrigue,  when 
the  welfare  not  only  of  this  but 
other  nations  of  Europe  was  con¬ 
cerned,  and  thought  that  it  fhould 
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be  underftood  on  what  principles 
this  country  was  difpofed  to  make 
peace.  Adminiflration  was  much 
to  blame  in  riiking  the  events  of 
war,  by  refuting  to  treat  for  peace 
after  the  taking  of  Valenciennes; 
lince  which  time,  thofe  events  had 
turned  in  favour  of  the  enemy. 
France  had  as  good  a  right  to  retain 
Belgium,  as  this  country  Canada 
in  1/63,  or  the  Cape  of  Good -Hope 
in  any  treaty  which  might  now  be 
entered  upon. 

The  earl  of  Morton  deemed  it 
incumbent  on  himfelf  to  refill  the 
motion :  it  was  inconliftent  with 
the  dignity  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
ho ufe  for  their  lordlhips  to  agree 
to  the  proposed  addrefs,  after  hav¬ 
ing  fo  recently  adopted  the  refolu** 
lion  juft  read  by  the  clerk. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  replied,  that 
peace  was  neceffary  for  the  exift- 
ence  of  the  country  ;  but  there  was 
no  ground  of  expecting  a  good  one 
from  the  prefent  minifters. 

The  earl  of  Morton  prefted  the 
houfe  to  recollect,  tjbat  the  French 
had  not  only  broken  off’  the  negoti¬ 
ation  for  peace,  but  originally  com¬ 
menced  the  war  3  we  were  not  the 
aggreffors. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  la¬ 
mented  to  fee  a  motion  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance  palled  over  ih  the  ffiuffhng 
way  in  which  the  minifters  feemed 
inclined  to  treat  it.  What  a  refer¬ 
ence  (he  laid)  to  the  30th  of  De¬ 
cember  !  as  if  that  were  an  anfwer. 
That  addrefs  had  been  hurried 
through  the  houfe  with  indecent 
hafte,  to  fay  no 'more  of  it.  Time 
had  not  been  given  to  noble  lords 
at  any  diitance  to  come  and  attend 
it :  he,  for  one,  was  fo  prevented  : 
furely  he  ought  not  to  be  implicated 
by  that  addrefs,  obtained  in  fuch  a 
manlier.  After  the  meafures  of  dif- 
trefs  to  which  we  had  lately  been 
obliged  to  recur,  ^ve  ought  not  to 
„  adhere 
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adhere  to  the  determination  of  De¬ 
cember  30  or  of  any  former  period. 

What  was  our  adual  fituation  ? 
Every  moment  encreafed  our  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  every  moment  of  delay 
•'Would  ft  ill  encreafe  them.  It  was 
idle,  after  the  lhock  given  to  public 
credit,  to  talk  of  half-meafures  5  no¬ 
thing  ihort  of  making  bank-notes  a 
legal  tender,  with  all  the  calamities 
incident  to  this  ftep,  could  be  effec¬ 
tual  :  the  mini  iter  muff  know  this, 
and  only  waited  perhaps  to  have  the 
call  from  the  public  ;  if  fo,  he  was 
ready,  for  one,  to  make  the  call,  and 
fhare  in  the-  refponfi bility  of  the 
meafure :  that  alone  could  give  us 
time  to  look  about  us.  To  retrench 
from  the  fmalleft  fee  up  to  the  high- 
eft  emolument;  to  cut  the  Ikirts  of 
every  office,  and  to  fave  in  every 
department;  how  was  this  to  be 
done  but  by  peace  ?  He  profeffed 
himfelf  to  have  no  ambition  to  be 
the  maker  of  that  peace  ;  minifters 
had  reduced  the  country  to  a  Hate 
which  made  the  office  mi-enviable 
to  any  man  :  at  the  fame  time  he 
did  not  delpair  of  his  country  ;  but 
the  longer  the  fyftem  of  war  was 
purfued,  the  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  peace  would  be  encreafed  c  it 
was  by  retrieving  the  balance  of 
trade,  by  reviving  commerce,  by 
reftoring  public  confidence,  and, 
above  all,  by  peace,  that  the  dan¬ 
gers  which  threatened  us  were  to 
fee  averted.  He  wilhed  the  pre- 
fient  minifters  might  accompliih  this 
point;  but  if  they  avowed  that  they 
knew  not  how,  it  would  become 
them  to  furrende-r  the  talk  to  thole 
who  did.  He  referred  to  the  cor- 
relpondence  of  lord  Malmefbury, 
and  obierved,  it  was  impoffible  to 
form  a  right,  judgment  of  the  fteps 
taken  in  that  negotiation,  when  only 
a  part  of  that  correfpondence  was 
laid  before  the  houfe,  and  the  in- 
firuettons  and  intentions  of  minifters 


were  kept  back :  without  this 
knowledge,  it  was  impoffible  to  fay 
which  was  the  unreafonable  party  ; 
but  if  it  could  be  proved  by  the  dor- 
cuments  to  be  the  enemy,  it  would 
unite  the  hearts  and  hands  of  the 
people  in  this  country. 

Lord  Borringdon  declarecLhe  had 
no  doubts  of  the  fincerity  ofrhe  mi¬ 
nifters  in  the  late  negotiation ;  the 
charge  of  the  want  of  it,  fell  upoii 
the  diredory.  He  did  not  at  all  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  motion,  which  tended 
to  deprefs  the  fpirit  of  the  people ; 
nor  of  the  words  of  it,  which  rqfem- 
b'led  that  of  the  minutes  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  diredory,  more  than  the 
language  of  the  Britilh  houfe  of 
peers. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  faid,  his 
majefty’s  minifters  ftill  pertinaeiouf- 
ly  adhered  to  the  opinion  held  on 
the  30th  of  December ;  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  were  to  underhand,  that  they 
had  refolved  not  to  enter  upon  any 
negotiation  which  fhould  not  make 
Belgium  a  fine  qua  non ,  and  they 
had  called  upon  the  houfe  to  fup- 
port  them  in  that  determination. 
He,  who  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  war  had  queftioned  their  fincerity 
in  negotiating,  muft  own  that  they 
were  confiftent  in  ading  upon  the 
addrefs  of  December ;  fince  they  had 
by  that  method  fecured  themielves 
from  the  means  of  attaining  peace, 
and  called  upon  the  houfe  to  declare 
that  they  would  not  negotiate  for 
any  which*  they  were  likely  to  ob¬ 
tain. 

Earl  Spencer  refented  the  idea 
that  minifters  were  not  fincere  in 
their  wifhes  for  peace.  A  reference 
to  the  papers  would  fhow,  that  the 
propofals  were  not  given  as  an  ulti¬ 
matum  ;  they  gave  none  whatever, 
though  called  upon  in  a  moft  un¬ 
precedented  manner  by  the  French 
government.  He  thought  the  adop¬ 
tion.  of  the  motion  would  retard  in- 
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Head  of  accelerating  peace  $  it  would 
prove  to  France,  and  to  Europe, 
that  we  were  willing  to  make  it 
upon  any  terms. 

The  earl  of  .Guildford  replied, 
that  lord  Malmefbury,  though  he 
defired  M.  Delacroix'  to  fugged;  a 
4ontre-projet ,  had  exprelsly  made  the 
furrender  of  Belgium  a  fine  qua  non. 
Now  if  he  underdood  diplomatic 
language,  a  fine  qua  non  was  an  ul¬ 
timatum. 

The  earl  of  Oxford  rofe,  and 
faid,  that  the  only  intelligible  argu¬ 
ment  which  had  been  employed 
againd  his  motion  was,  that  it  ex- 
poied  the  didredes  of  the  country 
to  the  enemy.  He  demanded  whe¬ 
ther  his  motion  was  likely  to  do  this 
in  any  companion  with,  the  osder  of 
the  council,  which  the  minidenhad 
recently  iffued,  and  the  fentence 
thereby  iffued  againd  our  credit  and 
nation  ?  My  lords  (laid  he),  I 
mud  not  be  told  that  this  addrefs  is 
improper  to  be  carried  to  the  throne, 
when  there  is  not  a  fentiment  in  it, 
that.  I  have  not  taken  from  the  very 
words  of  his  majedy  :  and  the  bed 
reply  I  can  make,  will  be  to  read  a 
few  palfages  from  his  mod  gracious 
and  admired  fpeeeh,  at  the  dole  of 
the  American  war. 

“  My  ford's  and  gentlemen, 
ie  Since  the  clofe  of  the  lad  fef- 
don,  I  have  employed  my  whole 
time  in  the  care  which  the  critical 
conjuncture  of  public  affairs  requir¬ 
ed.  1  lod  no  time  in  prohibiting 
the  farther  profecution  of  often  live 
war  upon  the  continent  of  North- 
America  ;  adopting,  as  my  inclina¬ 
tion  will  always  lead  me  to  do, 
whatever  I  colleCt  to  be  the  lenle  of 
my  parliament  and  people:  I  have 
pointed  all  my  views,  as  well  in 
Europe  as  in  America,  to  an  entire 
and  cordial  reconciliation  with  thefe 
colonies. 


t(  Finding  it  indifpenfable  to  the 
attainment  of  this  objeft,  I  have  of¬ 
fered  to  declare  them  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent  dates,  by  an  article  in  th* 
treaty  of  peace. 

“In  thus  admitting  their  repara¬ 
tion  from  the  crown  of  thele  king¬ 
doms,  I  have  facrificed  every  con- 
dderation  of  my  own  to  the  wifhes 
and  opinions  of  my  people.” 

Here  my  lords  (continued  his 
lordfhip)  you  fee  his  majedy  giving 
up  America,  and  facridcing  every 
confideration  of  his  own  to  the  in- 
tereds  of  his  people:  arid  am  I  to  be 
told  that  Belgium  is  of  more  import¬ 
ance  than  America? — To  the  houfe 
of  commons  his  majedy  fays,— 

“  I  have  endeavoured  to  diminifh 
the  burdens  of  my  people  by  every 
meafure  in  my  power :  I  have  in¬ 
troduced  a  better  economy  into  the 
expenditure  of  the  army :  I  have 
carried  into  execution  the  reductions 
in  my  civil-lid  expences,  directed 
b}r  an  aCt  in  the  lad  ledions.  I  have 
fuppreifed  leveral  finecure  places  in 
other  departments,  and  fo  regulated 
my  edablilhments,  that  my  expences 
fhall  not  exceed  my  income. 

“  J  mud  recommend  to  you  an 
immediate  attention  to  the  great  ob¬ 
jects  of  public  receipts  and  expendi¬ 
ture,  and,  above,  all,  the  public  debt. 

“  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  fuch  re¬ 
gulations  may  be  eftablifhed,  Inch 
favings  made,  and  future  loans  con¬ 
ducted  as  to  promote  its  gradual  re¬ 
demption,  by  a  fixed  mode  of  pay¬ 
ment.  I  mud  didinguifh  that  part 
of  the  debt  which  conrids  of  navy, 
ordnance,  and  victualling  bills  5  the 
enormous  dif count  upon  them, 
{hews  this  mode  of  payment  to  b«  a 
mod  ruinous  expenditure. 

f<  I  have  ordered  the  feveral  edi- 
mates  to  be  laid  before  you;  it  is 
my  defire  that  you  ihould  be  apprif- 
ed  of  every  expence  before  it  is  in¬ 
curred,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the 
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fiervicewiS  poftihly  admit.  Matters 
of  account,  can  never  be  made  too 
public.  The  regulation  of  a  vaft 
territory  in  Afia  opens  a  large  field 
for  your  wifdom,  prudence,  and 
forefight.” 

The  earl  of  Oxford  then  proceed¬ 
ed  to  declare,  he  trembled  for  the 
fate  of  India  :  it  would  ere  long  be 
loft  to  England.  And  where  was  the 
wifdom  of  minifters  refpeCting  that 
country  ?  From  our  blind  confidence 
in  them,  alas  1  we  fliould  live  to  fee 
that  vaft  and  glorious  empire  fall 
into  pieces  in  their  hands  ! 

The  duke  of  Bedford  faid :  Before 
they  proceeded  to  the  queftion,  he 
nftift  advert  to  two  or  three  things 
that  had  been  thrown  out.  The  no¬ 
ble  marquis  was  correctly  informed 
refpeCting  the  indecent  liafte  with 
which  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe,  on 
the  30th  of  December,  had  been 
obtained.  He  himfelf  had  found 
reafon  at  the  time  to  complain  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  hurried 
through,  and  in  which  the  houfe 
had  been  furprifed  into  that  a'ddrefs ; 
but  under  whatever  circumftances 
it  had  been  carried,  and  however 
adopted,- it  was  certainly  no  argu¬ 
ment  again  ft  re-confideration. 

The  duke  went  into  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  correfpondence  as  laid 
Upon  the  table,  and  contended,  that 
when  they  called  for  a  contr  e-pro  jet, 
they  exprefsly  had  declared  that  the 
furrender  of  Belgium  was  a  fine  qua 
non.  But  what  demon ftrated  the  in- 
fincerity  of  minifters  was,  their  not 
invefting  their  ambaftador  with  in¬ 
telligible  powers  j  he  was  inceflant- 
ly  difpatching  couriers  for  inftruc- 
tions ;  when  called  upon  to  prefent 
his  terms,  he  had  none  to  offer,  and 
at  length  made  a  fine  qua  non  of  a 
Scatter  which  they  had  previoufly 
declared  they  would  not  concede  as 
a  principle.  They  proved  their  in- 
fincerity  by  not  adopting  an  attain¬ 


able  ground,  and  afluming  practi¬ 
cable  principles  :  they  now  declared, 
that  they  adhered  to  the  fame  terms. 
He  believed  in  his  conference,  that 
they  could  not  negotiate  a  peace 
upon  fo  good  terms  as  the  nation 
had  a  right  to  expert,  and  as  other 
perfons  of  more  truth  and  of  more 
capacity  were  likely  to  obtain. 

Th6  earl  of  Carlifie  lamented  th$ 
degeneracy  of  the  times,  which  were 
now  fo  changed,  as  to  make  an  ad¬ 
drefs  of  gratitude  and  loyalty  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  charge  and  fufpicion.  When 
he  was  young,  no  time  was  loft  in 
approaching  the  throne  with  thanks. 
He  profeffed  upon  his  honour  to 
believe  that  minifters  were  fincere 
in  their  wifhes  for  peace,  nor  could 
he  conoeive  a  reafon  for  them  to  be 
otheiwife. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  reminded 
the  noble  earl,  that  this  memorable 
addrefs  was  voted  at  a  feafon  of  the 
year  when  the  noble  lords  were  in 
the  country,  and  there  were  not 
more  peers'  prelent  than  the  number 
of  creations  during  the  prefen  trad- 
miniftration.  With  refpeCt  to  the 
fincerity  of  miniuers,  if  he  was  not 
convinced  from  the  tenor  of  the  late 
negotiation,  he  defpaired  of  con¬ 
vincing  him. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  re¬ 
minded  his  lordfhip,  that  he  had 
himfelf  been  fent  on  an  embaftfy  of 
peace  to  America,  and  doubts  were 
entertained,  to  this  day,  of  the  fin* 
eerily  of  the  million.*  .  : 

Lord  Grenville  did  not  know  in 
what  diplomatic  dictionary  noble 
lords  had  found  that  a  fine  qua  non 
was  fynonymous  to  an  ultimatum.  - 
He  had  never,  found  them  fo  in  aH 
his  relearches.  The  noble  duke  had 
aflerted,  that  the  minifters  could  not 
make  fo  good  a  peace  as  others ;  and 
his  fpeeches,  for  the  laft  four  years, 
went  to  infinuate  the  incapacity  of 
minifters  for  their  Situations,  and 

their 
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their  infincerity.  The  houfe,  how¬ 
ever,  thought  ofcherwife  :  and  not 
only  the  houfe,  but  the  kingdom, 
could  never  be  brought  to  think  that 
the  proper  perfons  to  make  peace 
wereperfons  agreeable  to  tire  enemy. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  faid,  no 
man  who  knew  him  would  imagine 
he  had  any  perfonal  views  to  him- 
felf ;  the  prefent  was  not  a  moment 
when  any  wife  man  would  covet 
office. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  men  proper  to 
make  peace  were  not  the  men  whom 
the  enemy  might  like,  but  the  men 
whom  they  could  trull :  it  was  not 
favour  which  an  enemy  demanded, 
but  candour  j  and  in  this  the  mini- 
flers  of  England  were  notorioully  de¬ 
ficient. 

The  quefiion  was  then  put,  and 
the  houfe  divided.  Contents  10, 
non  contents  52. 

On  Thurfday,  the  30th  of  March, 
the  houfe  being  alfembled,  the  earl 
of  Oxford  role,  and  complained, 
that  the  day  after  be  had  made  his 
motioxi  for  the  addrels  to  his  itu  jelly 
in  favour  of  peace,  lie  had  gone  to 
the  office  to  enter  Ids  proteft  again  It 
the  refolution  of  the  houfe  on  that 
motion  :  that  he  was  there  informed 
that  his  addrefs  had  not  been  entered 
on  the  Journals,  lord  Kenyon  hav¬ 
ing  taken  it  away  with  him.  This 
lie- conceived  to  be  a  breach  of  pri¬ 
vilege  and  would  hope,  as  luch, 
their  lordlhips  would  notice  it.  He 
therefore  moved,  “  That  the  lord 
chancellor,  in  taking  away  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  any  lord,  fo  that  the  fame 
cannot  be  entered  on  the  journals  of 
the  houfe,  is  a  high  breach  of  pri¬ 
vilege  ;  and  that  lord  Kenyon,  act¬ 
ing  as  pro -chancellor,  having  taken 
away  the  motion  of  theLearl  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  made  on  the  23d  of  March, 
1 797,  has  been  guilty  of  a  high 
'breach  of  privilege,  and  that  he  be 
cenfured  for  the  famed* 

*797*' 


The  bifhop  of  Rochefter  moved, 
that  the  Handing  order  of  Nov.  1 777 
fhould  be  read,  which  was  done  ; 
the  purport  of  which  was,  ie  that 
any  lord  of  that  houfe,  publishing,' 
the  proceedings  of  the  fame  without 
leave  of  their  lordlhips,  would  be 
guilty  pf  a  high  breach  of  privi¬ 
lege.” 

The  reverend  prelate  Hid,  that 
inftead  of  the  motion  made  by  the 
earl  of  Oxford,  he  expected  one  of  a 
totally  different  nature  ;  he  expedit'd 
him  to  have  moved,,  that  a  high 
"breach  of  privilege  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  printer  and  pu blither 
of  a  certain  news-paper,  containing 
a  miferable  publication  gone  abroad, 
containing  a  proteft  againft  the  refo¬ 
lution  of  that  houfe,  for  an  addrels 
in  favour  of  peace:  that  he  had  a 
paper  in  his  hand,  called  the  Grade 
and  Public  Advert] jer which  not 
only  contained  fuch  proteft,  but  the 
editor’s  comments  on  that  proceed¬ 
ing  :  the  reverend  prelate  confidered 
it  to  be  one  of  the  moil  audacious 
and  impudent  iniertions  that  ever 
was  made,  and  as  luch  delerved 
the  attention  of  the  noble  earl  whole 
name  had  been  attached  to  1b  infa¬ 
mous  a  publication.  He  then  ad¬ 
verted  to  fome  parts  of  the  proteft, 
and  particularly  the  following : 

“  Sixthly,  Becaufe,  whenever  a 
.a  nation  is  in  the  fttuation  we  are  at 
prefent,  it  requires  the  united  energy 
and  public  fpirit  of  the  whole  na* 
tion  to  re-eftabliih  its  credit ;  and 
energy  and  public  fpirit  are  only  to 
be  obtained  by  the  public  pofteliing 
their  ancient  free  confutation ;  and 
according  to  the  true  fpirit  of  it, 
which  is  founded  inwifdom,  liberty, 
and  juftice,  the  people  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  have  a  right  and  ought  t6  be 
fairly  and  equally  reprefented  in  that 
which  by  its. very  name  is  their  houfe 
of  parliament.” 

The  news-paper  editor,  who  had 
conveyed  this  iniolent  dobtrine  to  the 
G  view 
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view  of  the  public,  under  the  fan&ion  of  which  the  king  formed  only  a 
of  the  noble  earl’s  name,  had,  fpeak-  component,  though  certainly  the' 
ing  of  the  people  of  this  country,  higheft,  part.  His  lordfhip  faid  a 
made  ufe  of  the  expreffion,  that  they  few  words  of  a  conciliatory  nature, 
ought  to  be  fairly  reprclented  in  that  refpeding  the  motion, 
which  is,  by  its  very  name,  their  The  bilhop  of  Rochefter  faid  it 
home  oi  pailiament.  was  not  his  with  to  argue  the  point 

He  conceived  it  to  be  the  King’s  with  the  marquis  upon  the  nature 
parliament,  and  not  the  parliament  and  conftitution  of  the  parliament, 
of  the  people  j  and  was  furprifed  but  he  could  not  recede  from  his 
that  the  noble  earl  had,  in  the  courfe  opinion  :  the  parliament  u  was^con- 
of  the  fecund  feffion  he  had  ever  vened  at  the  will  and  pkafure  of  the* 
fat  in  parliament,-  brought  forward  king;  it  'was prorogued  at  his  will ; 
fuch  a  motion.  and  it  was  diifolved  when,  and  fo 

The  marquis  of  Toy/nfend  co-in-  often,  as  he  thought  proper.”  Could 
dded  with  the  reverend  prelate  as  to  any  thing  be  more  convincing  that 
the  sketches  which  were  daily  made  it  was  the  King's  parliament"?  °As  to 
in  the  news -papers,  and  which  he  the  motion  now  before  the  houfe, 
allowed  were  remarkable  for  con-  the  only  reafon  that  he  did  not  move 
veying  the  moft  barefaced  falfe-  their  lordfliips  a gainfl  the  printer  of 
hoods.  He  profeffed  himfelf  to  be  this  infamous  libel  was,  becaufe  he 
a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  5  had  reafon  to  think  that  perfons  of 
but  uiefe  abufe^  ought  to  be,  if  poi-  much  higher  rank  and  confequence 
Hole,  prevented.  At  the  fame  time  (looking  at  lord  Oxford)  would  be 
he  could  not.  agree,  “  that  the  par-  found  to  be  implicated  in  the  charge 
li ament  was  the  King’s  parliament,  The  houfe  was  cleared*  but  no  dh 
and  not  the  parliament  of  the  pern  vifion  took  place*  the -earl  of  Ox- 
ple.”  He  had  derived  his  feat  from  ford  landing  alone*, 
ii  long  line  of  anceftors,  and  had  A  further  attempt  was  made  on 
always  been  taught  to  believe  that  it  the  I  Oth  of  April  by  Mr.  Pollen 
was  . .the  parliament  of  the  nation,  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  After  re¬ 
gretting' 

*  Address  to  the  Nation. 

,  ;  '  .  P or tman-f quart March  27,  1797. 

11  was  my  intention,  to  have  entered  my  proteft  on  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  lords 
the  day  after  I  moved  my  addrefs  to  his  majefty  for  peace,  and  for  that  purpofe  I  went 
to  the  clerk  s  oftce,  and  to  my  utter  furprife  I  found  that  my  addrefs  had  never  been  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  journals.  Upon  inquiry  I  was  informed  that  lord  Kenyon  had  taken  it 
nome.  with  him.  I  wgh  at  all  events  that  the  public  ftiould  be  in  poffeffion  of  my  proleft 
_and  x  hereby,  pledge  myfelt  to  my  country  and  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  that  I  will  this  dav* 

ln  nY  ?flCC’.in,  U!al  houf^  demand  the  lulleft  reparation  for  this  infult,  -offered  through 
<cne  .o  the  whole  houfe,  in  tins  illegal  and  unprecedented  manner.  ”  ‘  ° 

PRQTEST.  "►  *  '  " 

Diffentient,  fir#,  Beceufe  feeing  no  means  of  falvation  for  this  country  but  by  an  im- 
me-diate,  fincere,  and  lading  peace,.!  think  the  addrefs,  which  X  moved,  March  23  1797' . 
calculated  to  produce  that  happy  event,  and  that  a  refufal  to  carry  that  addrefs  to  thi 
blfruin  S  a  COntmua“.on  of  war,  which  I  hold  to  be  certain  and  inevita! 

Becaufe  a  feeVetary  of  date’s  moving,  that  an  addrefs 'to  his  maiefty  oh  tho 
oOdi  of  December,  l  iub  lhould  be  read,  is  a^)oor,  weak;  and  rude  manner  (to  fay  no 

"ivoife  of  it)  ot  aniwering  the  arguments  advanced  in  my  addrefs,  V  •  T 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  I  believe  that  the  arguments  advanced  by  me  have  never  before 
been  touched  upon,  even  m  debates,  and  no  attempts  having  been  made  to  nnfwer  thofo 
-rgum^us,  *fi  condulioh  which  the  public  mull  draw  from  it  is,  that  they  Src  perfedHy 

-Fourthly^ ' 
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fretting  that  the  good  of  the  public 
was  fo  frequently  facrificed  to  the 
illiberality  of  party-fpirit,  by  the 
purpofes  of  felf-iiitereft,  by  thofe 
whofe  abilities  were  fplendid,  he 
proceeded  to  Hate  the  iituation  of 
the  country,  and  thought,  that,  at 
the  prefent  crifis,  every  hand  ought 
to  be  adtive  in  its  fervice,  and  every 
heart  anxious  for  its  welfare. 

Having  commenced  the  war  in 
concert  with  feveral  of  the  moft 
powerful  nations  in  Europe,  we 
were  deferted  almoft  by  all  our  for¬ 
mer  friends,  and  had  to  contend 
againft  fome  who  had  been  our  al¬ 
lies  5  inftead  of  carrying  our  arms  to 
the  enemy’s  door,  we  were  in  daily 
terror  of  an  hofiile  invafion  :  initead 
Of  calculating  upon  the  ruin  of  our 
fldveriaries5  finances,  we  were  to 
attend  to  the  reiteration  of  our  own 
credit,  and  the  prefervation  of  our 
own  independence.  He  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  people  of  France 
were  as  earned  in  their  wi  flies  for 
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peace  as  thofe  of  Great-Bfitaih.  It 
might  be  afked,  if  they  were  fo  de¬ 
fir  ous  of  it,  why  they  did  not  carry 
their  complaints  to  the  bar  of  the 
directory,  and  demand  redrefs  ?  To 
this  he  would  reply,  that  they  were 
taught  to  confider  the  ambition  of 
England  as  the  fcle  caufe  of  the 
war;  and  that  to  her  third  of  ag> 
grandifemCnt  -the  happinefs  of  Eu¬ 
rope  was  facrificed:  and  would  a 
Britim  houfe  of  commons  permit 
that  England  ihould  be  branded  as* 
the  intereded  author  of  all  the  ca¬ 
lamities  abroad  in  the  world  ?  Eng¬ 
land!  the  bright  example  of  re¬ 
gular  government,  and  falutary  re¬ 
gulations  !  But  not  only  her  cha¬ 
racter,  but  her  interefts  were  at 
dake.  Public  credit  was  fhaken  to 
its  very  centre,  and  only  peace 
could  redore  it.  It  had  been  faid, 
that  the  French  nation  was  not  dif¬ 
fidently  tranquillifed,  nor  their 
government  polTefiecL  of  dability 
enough  to  enfure  a  permanent 


Fourthly,  Becaufe  it  was  my  fincere  with  th&t  the  e37es  of  his  rriajefty  ihould  bo  opened 
to  the  daggers  with  which  he  is  furrounded,  and  that  giving  peace  to  his  exhaufted  fub- 
je&s,  and  reftoring  to  them  their  rights,  ihould  be  his1  own  gracious  a<5i. 

Fifthly,  Becaufe  I  have  the  high elt  authority  for  every  fentiment  refpefting  the  H  eco¬ 
nomy  and  reform  of  abides”  which  I  recommended,  namely,  his  majefty’s  own  words,  in 
that  moft  excellent  and  patriotic  fpeech  made  at  the  clofe  of  the  American  war,  and 
which  I  quoted  in  my  reply. 

Sixthly,  Becaufe  whenever  a  nation  is  in  the  fttuation  we  are  in  at  prefent,  it  requires" 
the  united  energy  and  public  fpirit  of  the  whole  nation  to  re-eftabliih  its  credit,  and  £ 
am  perfuaded  that  energy  and  public  fpirit  are  only  to  be  obtained  by  the  public  pof- 
fe-fftng  their  ancient  free  conftitution,  which  the37  fo  julHy  revere  ;  and  I  maintain  that 
according  to  common  law,  which  is  common  fenfe,  and  according  to  ((  the  true  fpirit  of 
the  conftitution,”  which  is  founded  in  wifdom,  liberty,  and  juftice,  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  have  a  right,  and  ought,  to  be  fa irly  and  equalty  repfefented  in  that  which,  by 
its  very  ftame,  is  their  hoftfe  of  parliament. 

Seventhly,  Becaufe  I  hold  the  Borough  f)7ftCm,  and  every  other  fyftem  of  corruption 
that  has  of  late  years  crept  into  practice,  t6  be  directly  contrary  to  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
conftitution,  and  big  with  the  moft  alarming  evils  to  king  and  people  5  and  that  to  con¬ 
fer  the  honour  of  peerage  on  men  who  have  no  other  merit  than  that  of  commanding 
boroughs,  and  performing  minillerial  jobs,  degrades  that  high  dignity7,  and  takes  away  one 
of  the  greateft  motives  that  aduate  the  human  mind,  the  hope  of  reward,  by  making  it 
unworthy  the  acceptance  of  thofe 'men  for  whom  it  was  intended;  men  who  have  ren¬ 
dered  great  and  diftinguilhed  fervices  fo  their  country  b3*  their  valour,  their  talents,  or 
their  learning. 

Eighthly,  Beca'ufe  I  am  defirous  of  making  this  avowal  of  m37  principles,  which  nothing: 
on  earth  Ih all  make  me  alter,  and  which  I  have  learnt  from  the  acts  and  writings  of  out- 
aticeftors,  who  loved  liberty,  and  underftood  it. 

Ninthly  Becaufe  I  am  refoived,  whenever  I  fee  “danger,  hold/y  and  independently,  fo 
m  extent  of  my  ability,  to  difeharge  m37  duty  to  my  king  and  country. 

Ox  foP.D  and  Moutimek, 
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peace :  but  Ills  majefty  had  declared 
it  to  be  capable  of  maintaining  the 
relations  of  amity :  and  if  any 
doubted  it,  he  would  alk  if  they 
wilhed  to  continue  the  conte  ft  till 
the  French  government  was  com¬ 
pletely  con  foli  dated,  or  till  a  iyftem 
was  eftabliihed  on  its  overthrow  ? 
Mr.  Pollen  then  advifed  gentlemen 
to  read  the  debates  in  the  council  of 
five  hundred,  and  to  learn  modera¬ 
tion  from  the  lpeeches  of  Dumas  and 
Dumolard.  Pie  referred  to  the  mef- 
fage  fent  to  the  diredory,  demanding 
of  that  body  an  explanation  of  what 
they  called  an  incendiary  debarka¬ 
tion  of  prifoners  upon  our  coafts  :  a 
raeafure  which  they  reprobated  as 
inconliftent  with  the  laws  of  war. 
And  if  thefe  were  the  fentiments  of 
juftice  by  which  a  French  aftembly 
was  guided,  would  the  houle  of 
commons  of  Grcat-Britain  be  lets  in¬ 
clined  to  the  exercife  of  thefe  difpo- 
ft lions  ?  Pie  trufted  that  they  would 
not.  It  might  (he  faid)  be  remarked, 
that  he  was  one  of  thole  who  voted 
for  the  addrefs  to  the  king,  on  the 
failure  of  the  late  negotiation  ;  and 
that  his  prefent  motion  implied  an 
incon/iftency  of  conduft. 

But  at  that  time  he  acknowledged 
that  he  had  placed  un refer ved  con¬ 
fidence  in  minifiers,  becauie  he 
thought  they  deferved  it;  but  the 
face  of  things  was  widely  different 
now  :  the  bank  of  England  had  not 
then  flopped  payment  1  and  in  this 
fhort  fentence  was  concluded  a  vaft 
mats  of  calamity.  But  when  the 
credit  of  the  country  was  gone,  and 
when  he  thought  of  his  brethren, 
finking  in  the  putrid  Urns  of  Weftern 
peftilence,  there  was  no  wonder  he 
fiiould  with  for  a  termination  of  a  l'y- 
ftem  from  whence  thefe  evils  flowed. 

Mr,  Pollen  proceeded  to  read  an 
abftract  from  a  paper  contained  in 
the  Ridadieur  of  the  24th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  l#ft,  which  he  confidered  as  the 


official  fentiments  of  the  direftory 
on  the  late  negotiation. 

Taken  from  the  RcdaBeur  three  days 
after ~  Lord  Malmefiniry' s  departure 
from  Paris. 

The  directory  pofitively  afierts, 
that  the  war  on  their  part  has  been 
a  dcfenfve ,  and  not  an  ojfcnfme  one  ; 
and  that  peace  is  the  only  object  of 
their  willies. 

In  enumerating  the  ftrong  reafons 
they  had  for  lul'pe  fling  the  fincerity 
of  the  million,  they  particularly 
mentioned,  that  lord  Malmelbury 
propoled  a  ‘vague  principle  of  com - 
penfationy  without  any  articles  of 
reciprocal  reftitution,  whilft  their 
fpecifc  demands  lie  only  anfwered  by 
evaiion.  They  referred  to  the  de¬ 
lays  of  meflengers,  and  a  private  fe- 
cretary  fent  to  London ;  the  want 
of  fignature  to  two  memorials  fent 
in  by  his  lordfhip  ;  and  when  the 
ultimatum  was  demanded  peremp¬ 
torily,  what  did  it  contain  ? 

1  ft.  Reftitution  to  the  emperor  of 
all  his  territories  as  before  the  war, 
confequdntly  Belgium. 

2dly.  The  total  annihilation  of 
every  treaty  made  by  France  with 
the  princes  of  the  German  empire, 
as  being  fundamentally  inadmiffible, 
and  contrary  to  the  jus  publicum  im¬ 
perii. 

3dly.  The  complete  evacuation 
of  Italy,  including  Savoy  and  Nice. 

4thly.  A  refervation  in  favour  of 
Ru Ilia,  by  which  that  court  may  in¬ 
terfere,  at  its  pic  afire,  as  a  contra  fl¬ 
ing  party  for  the  peace. 

5thly.  The  lame  to  Portugal,  by 
which  France  is  to  be  ‘precluded 
from  demanding  a  fum  of  money  aS 
the  price  of  peace  irom  that  court. 

fithly.  Great  Britain  contefts  the 
validity  of  the  ceffion  by  Spain  to 
the  Republic  of  the  Spanifh  part  of 
Domingo,  as  contrary  to  the  peace 
of  Utrecht. 

ytlily. 
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jrthly.  The  reftitution  of  the 
property  of  the  emigrants  forfeited 
or  fold  is  indirectly  demanded, 
though  in  terms  fo  ambiguous,  as  to 
leave  matter  for  endlefs  difcuflion. 

The  fecond  memorial. — For 
Holland,  the  Britilh  minifter  de¬ 
mands  a  reftoration  of  its  antient 
form  of  government,  the  annihila¬ 
tion  of  treaties  between  France 
and  the  Batavian  republic,  and  laft- 
ly,  the  reftoration  of  the  Stadtholder. 
And  what  did  England  offer  as 
the  price  of  tliefe  conceflions  ?  A 
partial  reftitution  of  the  Dutch 
colonies,  referving  to  herfelf  the 
Cape  of  Good  FI  ope  and  Ceylon. 
Finally,  if  France  would  not  annul 
her  treaties  with  the  Batavian  re¬ 
public,  fhe  was  to  make  over  to 
the  emperor  all  that  Holland  had 
ceded  to  France  in  the  late  treaty 
between  the  two  countries. 

After  reading  the  paper,  Mr. 
Pollen  obferved,  that  its  allegations 
were  either  founded  upon  fa£t,  or 
they  were  not;  if  they  were,  the 
negotiation  ought  to  be  refumed  on 
fur  and  candid  principles 3  if  they 
were  not,  the  belt  mode  of  dis¬ 
playing  the  juftice  of  the  Englifli 
government,  would  be  to  publifh 
a  counter -declaration,  fitting  the 
grounds  on  which  the  war  was  car¬ 
ried  on.  ;  Fie  called  on  one  fide  of 
the  houfe,  to  (how  to  the  public 
that  it  was  not  oppofition  to  the 
minifter,  but  the  intereft  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  which  they  ftudied  3  and  to 
the  other,  not  to  defend  the  mini¬ 
fter  but  their  country  3  and  on  both, 
to  co-operate  in  delivering  it  from 
its  prefent  difficulties.  Fie  con¬ 
cluded  with  moving  an  addrels  to 
jhis  majefty,  reprefenting  that  ^  his 
faithful  commons  were  of  opinion, 
that  his  late  benign  endeavours  to 
reftore  peace  had  failed  of  their  ef¬ 
fect,  either  from  mifconception  of 
the  French  government,  or  from 
th£  terms  being  ill  explained  to 


them :  and,  therefore,  they  befought 
him  to  adopt  fuch  mealures  as 
might  tend  to  vindicate^  the  ftneeri- 
ty  of  his  majefty’s  defire  for  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  peace  in  the  eyes 
of  Europe.  The  motion  was  le- 
conded  by  fir  John  Macpherfon, 
and  oppoled  by  major  Elford. 

Mr.  chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that 
when  he  obferved  the  terms  of  the 
motion  itfelf,  and  compared  them 
with  the  fitu^tion  of  the  country  at 
the  moment  when  it  was  brought 
forward,  it  was  only  neceifary  for 
him  to  fhow  that  no  practical  bene¬ 
fit  could  arife  from  it,  or  from  the 
arguments  by  which  it  was  fup- 
ported.  Every  evil  of  war  was,  or 
ought  to  be,  viewed  on  the  compa- 
rifon  of  alternatives,  and  the  wifeft 
mode  of  preventing  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  them,  would  be  by  invefti- 
gating  their  caufes,  and  enquiring 
whether  the  immediate  evil  was 
preferable  to  the  more  remote,  and 
whether  the  prefent  danger  would 
obviate  a  feverer  calamity  in  fu¬ 
ture.  Without  fuch  comparifon, 
fruitlefs  lamentations  over  the  di- 
ftrefles  incident  to  fuch  a  ftate  were 
enough  to  over-rule  any  exertions 
of  any  country,  however  juftifiable 
and  neceflary  its  exertions  might  be. 

He  begged  leave  to  tell  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  that  a  peace 
did  not  depend  upon  the  earneft- 
nefs  of  his  deftres  for  it,  nor  upon 
the  declarations  of  the  houfe,  which 
were  more  likely  to  fruftrate  than 
accelerate  this  objeft  3  but  it  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  operations  of  the 
executive  government,  the  difpo- 
fttion  of  the  enemy,  and  the  pof- 
ture  of  affairs.  By  the  quotations 
from  the  Redacleur,  he  had  mif- 
reprefented  the  whole  proceedings 
of  the  negotiation  5  for  by  palling 
over  forne  circutnftances,  and  per¬ 
verting  others,  he  had  inferred  that 
the  directory  were  cohfcions,  if  they 
published  that  declaration  as  the 
G  2.  tree 
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true  ftate  of  tlip  c^fe,  the  mini¬ 
fters  .  of  this  country  could  not  af¬ 
terwards  appeal  to  the  judgment  of 
their  countrymen. 

That  the  directory  had  mifrepre- 
fented  the  intentions  and  terms  of 
this  country  was  evident  •  and  after 
treating'  the  overtures  as  they  did, 
it  would  finely  be.  a  lingular  ground 
for  parliament  to  form  any  pro¬ 
ceedings  upon,  and  expofe  the  na¬ 
tion  to  a  freffi  infiult.  But  above 
all,  to  refute  a  declaration  which 
]iad  no  authority  to  prove  it  of¬ 
ficial i  hy  a  manifefto,  would  be 
moft  abfurd,  and  would  encourage 
the  enemy  to  defeat  our  meafures 
for  feftoring  tranquillity. 

Mr.  Pitt  affirmed  that  no  oppor¬ 
tunities  had  been  omitted,  and  the 
beft  modes  had  been  adopted,  un- 
fuccelsful  as  they  had  been,  for  this 
purpofe  5  and  ended  with  inform¬ 
ing  the  houfe,  that  in  confequence 
of  difpatches  received  from  Vien¬ 
na  (which  brought  advice  that  the 
enemy  had  made  overtures  for  a 
feparate  peace  with  his  imperial 
majefty,  which  he  had  rejected,  be¬ 
cause  he  would  not  enter  into  any 
negotiation  without  Great  Britain), 
his  majefty  would  fend  a  confiden¬ 
tial  perfon  to  Vienna,  with  inftruc- 
tions  to  concludt  negotiations  in  con¬ 
cert  with  his  allies.  After  having 
faid  fo  much,  Mr.  Pitt  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  fhould  with¬ 
draw  his  motion,  rather  than  per fe- 
vere  in  a  meafure  which  would 
tend  to  defeat  the  end  it  propofed. 

Colonel  Porter  di  fa  vowed  all  con¬ 
fidence  in  mini  fters  ;  Mr.  Pitt  had 
come  down  to  the  honfe  deferibing 
the  flourilhing  ftate  of  the  finances., 
and  in  a  few  weeks  we  were  found 
to  be  in  a  fituation  little  fhort  of 
bankruptcy.  He  diftrufted  their 
fincerity  in  any  negotiation  which 
they  might  undertake,  and  confi- 
dered  the  prefent  as  a  bugbear  to 
delude  the  public  ;  at  all  events  the 


motion  could  do  no  harm?  and 
fhould  have  his  lupport. 

Mr.  Addington  had  flattered  him- 
felf,  that  after  what  had  ;pafled 
during  the  debate,  the  motion 
would  have  been  withdrawn ;  but 
as  that  had  not  been  the  cafe,  he 
fhould  make  lbme  obfervations. 
The  motion  had  been  founded 
upon  the  ftatements  of  a  French 
paper,  whether  with,  or  without 
the  authority  of  the  directory  wag 
not  known  :  the  two  grounds  con¬ 
tained  in  that  paper,  were  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  The  war  which  was  attribute 
ed  to  the  Britifh,  miniftry*,  and  the 
xnfincerity  of  the  Britiih  govern¬ 
ment  in  its  overtures  for  peace. 

In  the  year  1792,  Mr.  Addington 
faid,  this  country  enjoyed  a  Jiate  of 
ftrvfperity  aim  of  unrivalled ,  our  com¬ 
merce  and  our  manufactures  flou- 
rifhed,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  no  man  could  bo  more  inter 
efted  for  the  prefervation  of  peace 
than  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  becaufe  its  interruption  muff 
tend  to  fruftrate  thofe  financial  ar¬ 
rangements  in  which  he  was  fo  fuc- 
ceftfully  employed.  The  unwilling- 
nefs  of  minifters  to  interfere  in  the 
context  was  incontrovertibly  mani- 
fefted,  in  the  month  of  May  in  that 
year,  by  their  making  a  material 
reduction  in  the  naval  and  military 
eftablifliments. 

Some  important  events  which 
then  happened,  could  not  but  mak$ 
a  ftrong  impreffion  upon  the  go¬ 
vernment;  the  defeat  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  army,  and  the  events  of  the 
]  Oth  of  A uguft,  were  not  fufficient 
to  induce  minifters  to  alter  their 
fyftem ;  but  after  the  battle  of  Je- 
mappe,  when  the  empire  was  threat¬ 
ened,  and  after  the  decree  relative 
to  the  Scheldt,  they  could  no  long¬ 
er  confider  themfelves  as  indiffer¬ 
ent  fpectators,  but  began  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  what  might  happen.  The 
'convention,  placing  confidence  in 
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the  declarations  of  the  jacobin  fo- 
cieties  in  this  country,  declared  war 
again!  it.  It  had  been  dated.,  with 
triumph,  that  we  now  were  forced 
to  adopt  that  very  e'ondud  which 
we  formerly  had  rejected:  but  was 
-there,  no  difference  between  -the 
preient  government  of -France  and 
thofe  which  elided  formerly  ?  . 

.  He  would  do  -the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  the 
jjuftice  to  fay,  that  if  they  really 
were  of  opinion  that. we  could  have 
avoided  the  war,  or  had  rejected 
any  fair  occafions  of  procuring 
peace,  they  had  been  confident  in 
their  conduct  ;  for  they  regularly 
every  fetlion  brought  forward  mo - 
Rons  expredive  of  there  fentiments. 
But  was  France  now  what  France 
was  then  ?  At  one  period  when  the 
motion  of  peace  was  made,  the  fac¬ 
tion  of  Robefpiere  prevailed  : .  at 
another,  the  convention  had  jud 
declared  that  they  would  make 
peace  with  Holland  but  not  with 
England.  It  was  then  they  avow¬ 
ed  that  treaties  might  and  lbme- 
times  ought  to  be  violated.  1  his  - 
was  drd  broached  by  M.  Bridot, 
and  .  this  was  the  leafon  chofen  for 
the  feco-nd  motion-  for  peace.  He 
dedred  to  know  by  which  of  the 
governing  powers'  of  France  any 
difpodtion  for  it  had  been  diown, 
from  Barrere,  Robefpierre,  Tallien, 
or  the  directory.  During  that  which 
was  called  ?the  moderate  period, 
after  the  deftrudion  of  Robefpierre, 
many  perfons  entertained  hopes 
that  they  would  manifed  a  define 
for  it  j  he  never  was  of  that  opi 
nion,  for.  the  fame  fydem.  of  refent- 
ment  was  difplayed  againd  this 
country.  When  the  feparate  peace 
was  made  with  Prudia,"  the  report¬ 
er  dated  to  the  convention  that 
they  had  made  it  leparatdly,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  their  orders.  It  any  fur¬ 
ther  proof  was  neceffary,  let  us 
look  to  their  lad  campaign,  when 


HISTORY. 

it  was  their  objed  to  compel  the 
emperor  to  a  feparate  peace,  and 
with  the  fame  view  was  their  lad 
offer  to  that  monarch.  Thefe  of¬ 
fers  were  remedied  with  a  magnani¬ 
mity  that  did  the  higheft  honour 
to  the  faith  of  our  ally  —  of  that 
ally  whom  wc  had  been  called  upon 
to  defert ! 

It  was  needlefs  to  recal  to  the 
recollection  of  the  houfe -the  pro- 
pofal  of  Mr.  Wickham,  or  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  of  lord  Malmefbury,  of 
which  laft  he  diould  ,only  remark, 
that  the  French  had  never  contra¬ 
dicted  that  datement ;  and  if  we 
were  to  make  any  application  un¬ 
der  the  prefent  circumdances,  the 
enemy  might  fuppofe  we  were 
driven  to  it  from  the  recent  *ccur* 
rences  at  the  bank. 

It  had  been ,  faid  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  houfe  had  lod  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  their  condituents :  how 
did  that  appear  ?  was  it  from  do¬ 
ing  too  little  or  too  much  ?  for  mi- 
nifcers  had  been  accufed  of  both. 
He  conceived  this  country  to  be 
poffeded  of  abundant  wealth,  not- 
withdanding  our  temporary  em- 
barraffrnents ;  and  we  had  only  to 
ad  with  ipirit,  and  we  diould  dnd 
ourfelves  drong  and  rich :  on  thp 
other  hand,  if  we  difplayed  urirea- 
fonable-  pariimony  or  pudllanimity, 
we  diould  dnd  ourfelves  both  weak 
and  poor,  and' he  hoped  they  would 
not  adopt  fuch  diallow'  policy  as 
would  tend  to  degrade  the  dignity 
and  the  charader  of  the  country. 
It  had  been  aiked  what  had  been 
gained  by  the  war  ?  Fie  anfwered, 
it  was  a  defendve  war,  and  there¬ 
fore  this  was  not  a  proper  queftion. 
But  we  had  retained  our  charabler, 
achieved  great  conqueffs,  and 'made 
a  difcovery  of  eafy  means  of  pre¬ 
ferring  internal  tranquillity.  We 
had  nearly  dedroyed  the  marine  of 
France,  and  given  a  fevere  blow  to. 
that  of  Spain  3  we  had  in  a  great 
G  4  degree 
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degree  flopped  thofe  dangerous 
principles  which  were  abroad,  and 
iecured  our  honour,  our  liberty, 
and,  he  trailed,  our  conftitution. 
Upon  thefe  grounds  he  fhould 
ittove  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr. ‘  Fox,  in  a  fpeeeh  of  confi- 
derable  length,  reprobated  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  minifter,  vvho,  af¬ 
ter  having  had  lb  large  a  fhare  in 
producing  the  prefent  calamities, 
peril  fled  ip  defiring  the  confidence 
of  the  lioufe  in  his  meal'ures.  He 
is  ever  (laid  Mr.  Fox)  the  fame 
character,  though  he  comes  before 
you  in  different  ihapes.  When  he 
is  called  upon  by  thofe  who  are 
moil  willing  to  trail  him,  to  take 
fome  ftep  conducive  to  peace,  he 
come*:  forward  with  a  promile  that 
he  will  do  it 3  nay,  that  he  is  ac¬ 
tually  doing  it.  Fromifes  you  have 
had  from  him  in  abundance,  but 
not  one  of  them  has  been  fulfilled. 
We  are  now  told  that  a  gentleman 
is  going  to  Vienna,  the  objedt  of 
whofe  million  was  to  be  explained 
to  the  ho ufe  this  evening:  but  had 
it.  been  explained  ?  No  :  yet  upon 
this  mere  declaration,  the  minifter 
ex  pedis  you  to  flop  at  once  in  the 
performance  of  your  public  duty. 
But  it  fcems,  he  is  going  on  the 
fubjedl  of  peace,  and  under  this 
general  view  (fuppoling  his  em¬ 
ployers  to  be  fin  cere)  he  would  go 
v/ith  the  unanimous  wifh  of  the 
country — .but  he  had  fome  doubts 
cf  the  flncerify,  and  feared  it  would 
relb  ruble  that  which  took  place 
when  the  French  arms  were  vic¬ 
torious,  when  the  filuation  of  the 
emperor  was  critical,  as  admitted  by 
all  3  defperate,  as  thought  by  many. 
$ome  perfons  chofe  to  forget  dates 
of  there  events,  bccaufe,  when  lord 
Malmeibury  went  to  Paris,  the 
French.  had  met  with  fome  de¬ 
feats.  That  we  were  more  pro¬ 
sperous  then,  than  we  had  been 
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fome  time  before,  was  true  p  hut 
when  the  meafure  was  taken  which 
led  to  that  embaffy,  we  were  in  a 
fituation  molt  diiaftrous. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  would  pot 
queftion,  becaufe.  he  could  not  prove, 
how  far  the  minifter  was  fincere 
when  he  adopted  that  meafure  ;  but 
he  was  inclined  to  think  that  he 
was  ftncere  in  his  endeavours  to 
make  peace  when  it  was  impoft- 
Able  to  make  a  good  one.  But 
there  was  another  point  to  be  con-* 
iidered  with  refpedt  to  that  era- 
baity 3  it  took  place  -when  a  loan 
was  to  be  obtained,  and  he  conti¬ 
nued  at  Paris  till  it  was  concluded. 
We  are  now  at  a  period  when  the 
French  have  been  victorious,  and 
the  emperor’s  fituation  defperate, 
and  we  are  now  to  negotiate  a  Joan , 
and  are  called  to  confide  in  the 
profellions  of  the  minifter,  who 
tells  us,  “  do  not  put  difficulties  in 
my  way  by  your  interference,  it  is 
a  principle  that  the  houie  of  com¬ 
mons  fhould  confide  in  the  execu¬ 
tive  government. when  they  are  to 
negotiate  for  peace. 5 } 

As  a  general  principle  he  did  not 
diflent  from  this  3  but  the  queftion 
was  not,  whether  any  minifter  fhouid 
have  the  confidence  of  the  houfe, 
but  whether  the  prefent  minifter 
.under  the  prelent  circumftances  de- 
ferved  it.  Then  came  the  com¬ 
mon-place  argument,  that  every 
minifter  imift  be  interefied  in  ob¬ 
taining  peace  :  was  not  lord  North 
in  the  fame  fttuation  during  the 
laft  war  ?  Had  not  every  minifter 
been  in  it?  What  then  was  there 
peculiar  in  the  character  or  fitua¬ 
tion  of  the  prefent  minifter  which 
could  lead  us  to  fuppofe  he  was  more 
fincere  in  his  profellions  than  ano¬ 
ther  ?  Upon  the  occafion  to  which 
Mr.  P’ox  laid  he  alluded,  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifter  had  faid,  he  ffiould 
be  ready  to  negotiate  whenever  the 

enemy 
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«nemy  fhould  appear  capable  of 
maintaining  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity. < — What  happened  then  ? 
— He  prevailed  upon  the  houfe  to 
do  then,  what  he  aiks  them  to  do 
now. — Confide  in  his  Sincerity !  The 
houfe  did  not  interfere  as  it  ought 
to  have  done  with  its  authority,  but 
did  what  it  ought  not  to  have  done 
— confided  in  the  idea,  that  a  nego¬ 
tiation  would  foon  take  place ;  none, 
however,  was  attempted,  and  after 
a  confiderabte  period, 'when  it  was 
attempted,  failed.  The  fubjed  came 
to  be  difcuffed  in  the  houfe ;  and 
we  were  told,  that  after  every  means' 
had  been  ufed  to  evade  all  meafures 
which  could  tend  to  ferious  nego¬ 
tiations,  u  there  was  not  a  heart  in 
England  fo  profligate  as  to  with,  nor 
a  hand  fo  da  hardly  as  to  fign,  nor 
Could  there  be  found  a  man  fo  de¬ 
generate  as  to  be  the  courier  of  a 
commiflion  fentto  France,  to  flipu- 
latefor  peace.”  The  courier,  how¬ 
ever  (continued  Mr.  Fox),  will,  and 
muft,  be  found;  and, he  trailed, the 
hand  feen  which  would  fign  a  peace 
with  France.  We  had  tried  our  ex¬ 
ecutive  government  enough  to  be 
confident  no  good  could  be  done  to 
our  country  by  trying  filch  means 
any  longer.  He  alked,  if  any  man 
that  houfe,  or  in  this  country, 
thought  our  chance  of  obtaining 
peace  would  be  as  good,  by  confid  - 
ing  in  the  promife  of  minifters,  as 
if  the  houfe  came  to  a  declaration 
upon  the  lubjed  ?  Could  any  one 
believe,  that  with  all  “  our  advan¬ 
tages,  and  the  profit  we  had  gained 
by  the  eafy  means  we  had  difovered 
of  quieting  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try,”  that  we  fhould  attain  our  ob- 
jed  of  peace  more  ea'fily,  by  conti¬ 
nuing  to  trull  the  minifler,  than  by 
interpofing  the  authority  of  the 
houfe  ? 

Our  means  of  quieting  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England  was,  by  repealing 
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fome  of  the  beft  provifions  of  the 
hill  of  rights]  and  Were  we  to  fay  to 
Europe,  that  this  war  was  carried  on 
to  quiet  them;  and  that  we  could 
not  pa  fsthefe  meafures  but  when  we 
had  a  Handing  army,  which  often - 
fibly  was  railed  againft  a  foreign 
foe,  but  which,  in  reality,  was  in¬ 
tended  to  enable  our  government  to 
quiet  the  people  :  he  acknowledg¬ 
ed  he  could  not  congratulate  the  lat¬ 
ter  on  ‘4  thefe  eafy  means  of  bereav¬ 
ing  them  of  their  privileges.”  It  had 
been  faid,  that  it  was  wife  to  fa  ori¬ 
fice  a  part  of  liberty  to  fave  the  re¬ 
mainder;  but  the  part  which  we 
had  facrificed  appeared  to  be  the 
mod:  material  of  our  con  fli  tut  ion. 
We  were  now  to  grant  millions  to 
the  emperor,  not  to  enable  .him  to 
march  to  Paris,  but  to  prevent  (as 
we  are  told)  the  French  from  march¬ 
ing  to  London  ;  this,  he  profelTed, 
he  did  not  believe,  but  this  was 
urged  by  thofe  who  op  poled  the 
motion;  nor  did  he  think  we  were 
under  any  obligation  to  lhow  our 
good  faith  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  excepting  with  regard  to 
Holland,  and  there  our  abidance 
was  not  afked  ;  on  the  contrary,  we 
were  told,  that  our  friendfhip  would 
be  more  dangerous  than  our  neutra¬ 
lity.  ^  He  wifhed  a  peace  might  be 
obtained  conjointly  with  the  empe¬ 
ror  ;  but  between  two  evils,  he  had 
no  reludance  to  declare,  that  a  fe- 
perate  peace  between  the  emperor 
andFrance,  or  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  would  be  a  lefs  evil  to 
us,  than  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

After  all  that  could  be  faid  of  the 
credit  of  this  country,  it  could  not  be 
diffembled,  that  we  were  lower  in  this 
refped  than  at  any  former  period  of 
hiftory.  All  our  conquefts  in  Sti  Do¬ 
mingo  never  would  bring  back  the 
millions  we  had  fquandered,  and  the 
lives  we  had  devoted.  We  entered  up¬ 
on  this  war  with  the  idea,  that  all  the 
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•powers  of  Europe  would  enter  into 
•an  alliance  with  us  :  the  reiult  of 
that  policy  was  feen  3  France  had 
gained  the  alliance  of  Spain,  the 
powers  ofitaly  and  the  Netherlands  ; 
they  had  obtained  the  neutrality,  at 
lead,  he  believed,  the  friendihip  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia  :  thefe  are  its 
allies,  to  fay  nothing  of  Holland. 
But  it  feems,  the  French  would  be 
encouraged  if  this  houfe  fhould  in- 
teffere  with  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment.  Would  they  really  think 
lefs  of  our  energy,  if  we  took  our 
affairs  into  our  own  hands,  indead 
of  truiiing  the  mini  iter  ? — Would 
they  expect  to  make  better  terms, 
through  the  medium  of  reprefen  ta- 
tives,  than  with  the  prefent  govern¬ 
ment  ? — He  apprehended,  quite  the 
reverfe  5  and  that,  as  we  fhould  ex¬ 
pert  more  juftice  from  the  French 
people  than  we  did  from  any  faction 
among  ft  them,  fo  would  they  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  he  would  hope 
that,  neither  the  republic  would  be 
hoftile  to  England,  nor  the  limited 
monarchy  of  this  country  to  the 
jnft  claims  of' the  republic.  What 
better  pledge  could  we  give  of  our 
ffncerity  in  defiring  peace,  than  by 
telling  them,  by  a  vote  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  that  we  were  willing 
to  negotiate.  Let  us  not  imagine 
(laid  Mr.  Fox)  that  we  can  deceive 
the  public  by  our  profeiiions ;  they 
are  too  well  informed ;  they  feel 
too  much  to  be  impofed  upon.  Let 
us  not  perpetually  talk  of  our  withes 
for  peace}  let  us  ufe  means  for  ob¬ 
taining  it  (hear!  hear!  hear!  re- 
founded  through  the  houfe).  Let  us 
trufi:  to  minifters  no  longer  ;  let  us 
*petc  for  .-peace.  Fie  then  fpoke  a  few 
words  upon  the  motion,  which  de- 
Sred  the  king  to  explain  the  reafon 
why  negotiations  had  not  been  re¬ 
newed;  this,  he  obferved,  was  high¬ 
ly  neceffary,  as  thofe  already  al¬ 
igned  were  much  too  equivocal. 


Theminifter  hadfaid,  the  French  Wd 
mifreprefented  :  perhaps  they  had  ; 
but  an  explanation,  on  his  pact,  was 
pot  therefore  lefs  neceffary.  The 
mini  tier  was  always  explicit  in  the 
houfe,  no  doubt,  lince  he  convinced 
the  majority  of  it ;  but  it  muft  be 
confeffed,  that  out  of  the  houfe* 
no  man  was  more  unfortunate  in  his 
explanations.  The  French  directo¬ 
ry  hadmifunderftood  him  ;  the  con¬ 
tractors  for  the  loan  mifunderftood 
him ;  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
and  even  the  directors  of  the  bank 
of  England,  who  took  notes  of  his 
converfation  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  accuracy,  had  alfo  mifunder- 
ffood  him. 

Mr.  Fox  concluded,  with  wiffi- 
ing,  that  for  the  future,  the  mini- 
fter  would  employ  fome  other  perfoti 
in  public  affairs,  whofe  knowledge 
of  words  was  more  upon  a  level 
with  the  reft  of  mankind  than  his 
own,  that  men  of  ordinary  capa¬ 
city  might  ftand  a  chance  of  com¬ 
prehending  his  meaning.  He  re¬ 
commended  it  earneftly  to  the  houfe, 
to  confider  the  admirable,  the  afio- 
ni  fifing,  patience  of  the  people  un¬ 
der  the  calamities  which  the  mini- 
fter  had  heaped  upon  them,  and  the 
duty  which  he  owed  to  them  when 
they  boldly  fpoke  out  their  willies 
for  peace. 

Mr.'  Pitt  declared,  he  had  no  in¬ 
clination  to  have  fpoken  again  upon 
the  prefent  fubjeCt ;  he  fhould  only 
offer  a  few  reafons  for  voting  for  the 
order  of  the  day.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  himfelf  ftated*  a- 
midft  his  digrelfions,  that  the  quef- 
tion  for  the  confideration  of  the 
houfe  was,  whether  peace  was  likely 
to  be,  accelerated,  by  leaving  it  to 
government  to  aCt  as  teemed  to  them 
belt  calculated  to  produce  that  ef¬ 
fect,  or  by  the  previous  declaration 
of  parliament  on  that  fubjedt  ?  Mr. 
Fox  had  taken  fome  pains  to  prove, 

that 
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ilmt  throughout  the  country  there 
was  a- with  for  peace  5  alfo  through¬ 
out  the  houfe  :  this  was  a,  point  he 
might  have  fpared  himfelf  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  arguing;  it  was  admitted  to 
be  the  wifh  of  the  houfe,  and  of 
the  public  ;  but  it  was  not  the  with 
of  either,  to  procure  that  uncondi¬ 
tional  peace  which  was  held  out  to 
us,  or  to  obtain  it  by  the  furrender 
of  our  honour,  our  fidelity  to  our 
brave  ally,  and  our  national  charac¬ 
ter.  The  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  had  granted,  that  in  ordinary 
times,  the  interference  of  parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  bufincfs  of  negotiation 
was  wrong;,' but  that  now  it  was 
right,  on  account  of  the  emergen¬ 
cies  of  the  times.  He  thought  this 
was  very  extraordinary  doftrine ; 
beeaufe,  if  it  were  necefiary  to  ab- 
ftain  from  interference  in  ordinary 
times,  how  much  more  fo  mult  it  be 
in  a  crilis  fo  important  as  the  pre¬ 
fen  t.  After  dwelling  long  on  the 
fmcerity  of  mi  miters  refpe&ing 
peace,  he  adverted  to  that  part  of 
Mr.  Fox’s  fpeech  which  mentioned 
the  million  to  Vienna.  Mr.  Fox 
had  laid,  that  its  objedt  had  not  yet 
been  explained ;  to  which  he  re¬ 
plied,  it  furely  was  enough,  to  de¬ 
clare  fuch  a  perfon  was  to  be  lent, 
if  it  appeared  to  thofe  who  fent  him, 
molt  likely  to  attain  their  objed, 
and  to  forward  a  general  pacifica¬ 
tion  conjundively  with  his  majelty’s 
allies.  Mr.  Pitt  affirmed,  that  the 
fteps  he  had  taken,  in  confequence 
of  the  fepnrate  offers  for  peace  by 
the  French  to  the  emperor,  had 
been  meafures  refolved  upon,  when 
he  argued  thequeffion  relative  to  the 
loan  with  the  emperor  ;  and  who¬ 
ever  looked  into  the  fubjed,  whe¬ 
ther  with  reference  to  peace  or  war, 
muff  fee  that  a  loan  was  peculiarly 
necefd  7  ;  and  in  confequence  of  it, 
we  had  renewed  our  endeavours  for 
peace.  The  right  honourable  gen¬ 


tleman  had  approved  of  that  part  of 
the  motion  which  called  for  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  terms  offered  to  the 
French  ;  but  could  he  with  that  the 
king,  without  the ;  content  of  the 
emperor,  fhould  ffate  publicly  what 
thole  terms  were  ?  Finally,  as  the 
mealure  was  imneceff  iry,  if  not  in¬ 
jurious,  Mr.  Pitt  conceived  it  his, 
duty  to  oppole  it. 

Mr.  Fox  infilled,  that  the  mini* 
Her  had  overlooked  the  ffrong  argu¬ 
ment,  and  the  whole  defign  of  the 
meafure,  which  was  to  exprefs  to  all 
Europe  the  fmcerity  of  the  houfe  in 
its  delire  to  negotiate. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  faid,  that 
what  the  parliament  and  the  nation 
fhould  require,  was  not  fo  mu“ch  an 
immediate  peace,  as  a  lecure  one; 
and  this  objed  would  be  accompli  Hi¬ 
ed  by  patience  under  our  bufferings, 
and  perfeverance  in  the  coni  eft ;  nor 
ought  the  ffate  of  our  finances  to 
deprefs  our  fpirits  ;  our  wealth  and 
resources  were  immenfe,  and  our 
temporary  embarraflments  were  no 
reafons  for  our  defponcfrency.  He 
could  not  fee  what  advantage  was  to 
be  derived  from  a  vote  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  it  was  true,  that  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  a  -  vote  was  fuppofed  to 
have  contributed  to  its  termination, 
but  there  was  nocomparifon  between 
that  war  and  the  prefent :  that  war 
did  not  threaten  our  internal  peace 
and  fecurity ;  this  (he  faid)  (truck 
at  our  national  exiftence ;  and  where 
could  be  the  advantage  of  peace,  if 
peace  were  not  founded  in  fmcerily  ? 
As  long  as  they  retained  Belgium  and 
Holland ,  no  fecurity  could  there  be  for 
England.  Now  was  the  moment  to 
ftraiji  everynervein  the  ftruggle;  and 
he  was  more  fearful  that  minifters 
would  be  too  forward  than  too  tardy 
in  bringing  things  to  a  termination. 
His  complaint  againft  them  was, 
that  on  hearing  the  difafters  which 
had  befallen  the  imperial  arms,  they 
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Lad  not  immediately  come  down  to 
the  houfe,  and  called  for  a  loan  to 
invigorate  the  brave  exertions  of 
their  illujirious  ally  !  He  could  not 
pollibly  agree  with  Mr.  Fox,  that 
minifters  lhonld  be  driven  to  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  by  the  intervention  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  conlidered  the  motion 
to  have  a  moil  dangerous  tendency. 

Sir  John  Macpherfon  thought  it 
was  but  juftice  to  declare  to  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  that  we  only  came  forward  in 
defence  of  our  own  rights  and  liber¬ 
ties)  and  not  enflave  or  entrench 
upon  'thofe  of  other  nations.  On 
thefe  grounds,  he  conftdered  it  his 
duty  to  fupport  the  motion. 

Mr.  Johnes  oppofed  it,  protefting 
that  he  never  could  forget  the  igno¬ 
minious  manner  in  which  our  am- 
baflador  had  been  difmiffed,  nor 
forgive  the  infult  offered  to  the  na¬ 
tion.  The  objedts  we  contended 
for,  he  thought,  were  our  liberties, 
our  fortunes,  our  religion,  our  God, 
and  our  king. 

Mr.  Green  fa'id  a  few  words  in  fa¬ 


vour  of  the  motion,  and— 

Colonel  Fullarton  expatiated  up¬ 
on  the  nnconciliatory  temper  and 
offenfive  manner  in  which  our  di¬ 
plomatic  intercourfe  had  been  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  continent. 

“  Thefe  were  not  times  (he  faid) 
to  eutruft  the  interefts  of  the  country 
to  plenipotentiaries,  who  entrench¬ 
ed  themfelves  behind  the  ramparts 
of  etiquette,  and  ftalked  on  the  ttilts 
of  ambaffadorial  mightinels.”  ' 

It  was  well  known,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  that  the 
French  had  refitted  all  ideas  of  treat¬ 
ing  with  the  confederated  powers  ; 
they  had  proved  their  wifdom  in  fo 
doing,  for  by  treating  individually, 
they  had  detached  every  power  from 
the  confederacy,  excepting  Auttria 
,and  England. 

Mr.  Wettern  and  Mr.  Martin 
fupported  the  motion. 

The  queftion  was  at  length  loud¬ 
ly  called  for,  and  the  houie  divided. 
— For  Mr.  Pollen’s  motion,  85 — 
Againtt  it,  291 — Majority,  20f>. 
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Alarming  Mutiny  at  Por tf mouth .■ — Delegates  chofen  by  the  Fleet. — The  Sailors 
refufe  to  weigh  Anchor. — Lord  Howe  arrives  with  the  Adi  for  an  Increafe 
of  Pay  — The  Sailor ;  Return  to  their  Duty. — A  Mutiny  at  the  More.— The 
Flag  of  the  Sandwich  Jlruck. — Delegates  chofen. — Deputation  of  the  Admi- 
rally  proceed  to  Sbecrnefs. — Part  of  Admiral  Duncan's  Fleet  join  the  Mutiny. 
—  Proclamation  of  Pardon. — The  Earl  of  Northejk  arrives  in  London  with  Pro* 
pofalsfrom  the  Sailors. — Preparations  made  to  attack  the  Mutineers.  —  Seve* 

.  nil  of  the  mutinous  Ships  return  to  their  Duty. —  The^  Delegates  feized.— 
—-Court  Martial  held  upon  Parker  and  other  Mutineers.— -Parker's  Trial, 
Conviction ,  and  Execution. — Mutiny  on  board  the  Pompee  of  Brcjl. — -Par¬ 
liamentary  Proceedings  upon  the  Mutiny — in  the  Houfe  of  Lords— in  the 
Commons. — Bill  faffed  for  the  Augmentation  of  the  Seamen's  Wages. — Bill 
f  a fea  to  prevent  Excitations  to  Mutiny  and  Sedition. — Bill  jor  preventing 
an  Intercourfe  with  the  Ships  in  Mutiny. 


THE  Britifh  nation  was,  per¬ 
haps,  never  engaged  in  a  con- 
teft,  in  which  the  importance  of  its 
naval  power  was  more  apparent  than 
the  prefent.  To  that  we  are  in¬ 


debted  for  more  than  fuccefs  in  a 
common  warfare:  for  fafety  and  ex- 
iftence.  It  was,  therefore,  not  with¬ 
out  the  moil  ferrous  apprehenfions, 
that  a  fpirit  of  difaffedtion  was  ob- 

ferved. 
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ferved,  in  the  fpring  of  1 7 97,  to 
break  out  in  the  fleet,  the  origin  of 
which  it  was  not  ealy  to  trace,  though 
the  confequences  of  its  continuance 
were  fufficiently  obvious.  The  pro- 
feffed,  and  perhaps,  the  real  motive 
of  the  difturbance,  was  the  redrefs 
of  certain  grievances  refpeding  the 
quantum  and  diflribution  of  their  pay 
$nd  provifions  :  complaints  not  new 
in  their  nature,  but  (as  their  petitions 
fet  forth)  more  intolerable  than  ever 
from  the  circumflances  of  the 
times. 

In  the  month  of  February,  forne 
letters  were  forwarded  from  the 
fleet  at  Pcrtfmouth  to  earl  Howe; 
praying  for  his  lordfliip’s  influence 
towards  obtaining  redrefs  of  certain 
grievances  mentioned  in  thofe  let¬ 
ters.  As  the  letters  were,  however, 
anonymous,  and  appeared  to  be 
moft  of  them  written,  in  the  fame 
hand-writing,  and  couched  in  the 
fame  language,  they  were  confider- 
ed  as  the  production  of  fome  fac¬ 
tious  individual,  and  therefore  were 
deemed  unworthy  of  attention. 
This  negleCt  of  the  petition  of  the 
feamen,  on  their  return  to  port,  on 
the  31ft  of  March,  produced  a  ge¬ 
neral  correfpondence,  by  letter,  from 
fhip  to  fhip  through  the  whole  fleet; 
and  at  length  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed,  that  no  Chip  fhould  lift  an 
anchor  till  the  demands  of  the  fea¬ 
men  were  complied  with.  Matters 
remained  in  this  ftate  till  the  14th 
of  April,  When  Lord  Bridport  re¬ 
ceived  orders  from  government  to 
fail  from  Portfmouth  with  the  chan¬ 
nel  fleet:  on  the  following  day, 
however,  when  the  ftgnalwas  made 
tp  prepare  for  fea,  a  general  dil- 
obedience  was  obvious ;  and  inftead 
©f  weighing  anchor,  the  feamen  of 
the  admiral’s  fhip  ran  up  the  ihrouds 
and  gave  three  cheers  (a  fignal  pre- 
vioully  agreed  upon  to  announce  the 
difobedience  of  orders)  and  tliefe 
cheers  >vere  inftantly  anfwered  in 
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the  fame  manner  from  the  other 
fhips,  which  fufficiently  manifefted 
a  complete  combination.  The  in.** 
ferior  officers  appeared  to  concur 
with  the  men,  and  all  the  exertions, 
of  the  commanders  were  ineffectual  j 
but,  excepting  their  refufal  to  weigh 
anchor,  their  conduct  was  more  or¬ 
derly  and  peaceable  than  could  have 
been  expeCted.  Delegates  were  then 
appointed  from  each  ihip,  to  repre¬ 
fen  t  the  whole  fleet  >  the  admiral’s  , 
cabin  being  fixed  upon  as  the  place 
for  their  deliberation,  while  the  of¬ 
ficers  were  retrained,  by  force,  from 
going  on  Chore.  Petitions  were  next 
drawn  up,  and  prefented  to  the  ad¬ 
mirals  then  upon  the  fpot,  dating; 
their  demand  of  ;m  increafe  of  wa¬ 
ges,  and  alto  fome  regulations  for 
their  benefit,,  with  refpeCt  to  the 
ratio  of  provifions.  They  further 
ex  prefled  a  hope,  that  an  anfwer 
might  be  given  to  their  petition 
before  they  were  ordered  .to.  put.  to 
lea  again.  This,  however,  was  qua¬ 
lified  with  the  exception,  “  unlefs 
the  enemy  were  known  to  be  at 
tea.” 

On  the  17th,  the  men  were  pub¬ 
licly  fworn  to  fupport  the  caule  in 
which  they  were  engaged.  On  the 
next  day,  a  committee  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  with  earl  Spencer  at  their 
head,  arrived  at  Portfmouth;  who 
made  feveral  propofitions,  to  reduce 
the  men  to  obedience.  The  lords 
of  the  admiralty  next  proceeded  on. 
boarc^  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and 
conferred  with  the  delegates  from 
the  feamen  of  the  fleet ;  who  affur- 
ed  their  lordfliips,  that  no  arrange¬ 
ment  would  be  confidered  as  final 
until  it  ffiould  be  fanCtioned  by  the 
king  and  parliament,  and  guaran¬ 
teed  by  a  proclamation  for  a  gene^* 
ral  pardon.  * 

On  the  23d,  the  admiral  return¬ 
ed  to  his  fhip,  hoifled  his  flag  again, 
and,  after  a  fhoi't  addrefs  to  the 
crew,  he  informed  them,  that  he 

had 
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had  brought  with  him  a  redrefs  of 
ail  their  grievances,  and  his  majef- 
ty’s  pardon  for  the  offenders:  after 
fome  deliberation,  thefe  offers  were 
accepted,  and  every  man  returned 
with  chearfulftefs  to  his  duty.  It 
was  now  generally  thought  that  all 
difputes  were  finally  fettled:  the 
ftlence,  however,  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in 
omitting  to  explain  the  reafons 
•which  called  for  an  increafe  of  pay 
to  be  granted  to  the  navy,  when  he 
fobmitted  a  motion  for  that  purpofe 
to  the  honfe  of  commons,  was  eon- 
ffruedj  by  part  of  the  feamen,  Into  a 
difpofition  not  to  accede  to  their  de¬ 
mands.  In  confirmation  of  this  fup- 
polition,  on  the  7th  of  May,  when 
lord  Bridport  made  the  lignal  to 
weigh  anchor  and  put  to  fea,  every 
ffiip  at  St.  Helens’  refufed  to  obey. 
A  meeting  of  the  delegates  was  or¬ 
dered  on  board  the  London.  Vice 
admiral  Colpoys  refolded  to  oppofe 
their  coming  on  board,  and  gave  or¬ 
ders  to  the  marines  to  level  their 
pieces  at  them ;  the  marines  obeyed, 
and  a  flight  fldrmifh  enfued,  in 
which  five  of  the  feamen  were  kill¬ 
ed.  The  whole  crew  of  the  Lon¬ 
don.  now  turned  their  guns  towards 
the  item,  and  threatened  to  blow 
all  aft  into  the  water,  unlefs  the 
commanders  fax-rendered;  to  this 
imperious  menace  they  reludtantly 
iubmitted,  and  admiral  Colpoys  and 
captain  Griffiths  were  confined  for 
feveral  hours  in  feparate  cabins. 

The.  tailors  at  Portfmouth  re:,  rain¬ 
ed  in  this  mutinous  ftate  till  the 
14th  of  May,  when  lord  Howe  at 
length  arrived  from  the  Admiralty, 
with  plenary  powers,  to  enquire  into 
and  fettle  the  matters  in  difpute  5 
he  was  alfo  the  welcome  bearer  of 
an  aft  of  parliament,  which  had 
been  paffed  on  thegth,  granting  an 
additional  allowance,  and  alfo  with 
his  majefty’s  proclamation  of  par¬ 
don  for  all  who  ffiould  immediately 
return  to  their  duty. 


On  the  15th,  the  delegates  from 
the  feveral  fhips  landed,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  governor’s  houfe  at 
Portfmouth  ;  and  after  having  par¬ 
taken  of  fome  refrefhments,  march¬ 
ed  in  proceflion  to  the  fleet,  accom¬ 
panied  by  lord  and  lady  Howe,  and 
fome  officers  and  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion.  Having  vifited  the  fhips  at 
St.  Helens’,  they  proceeded  to  SpiL 
head,  where  the  crews  of  the  fhips 
under  fir  Roger  Curtis  were  hap¬ 
pily  conciliated.  At  feven  in  the 
evening  his  lordfhip  landed,  and. 
the  delegates  carried  him  upon  their 
fhoulders  to  the  governor’s  ho u fey 
amidft  the  plaudits  of  the  fuxround- 
ing  multitude.  Affairs  being  thus 
adj ufted,  the  bailors  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  perfectly  fatisfied,  the 
officers  were  generally'  re-in ftated  in 
their  commands,  the  flag  of  difaf* 
fedtion  was  ftruck,  and  the1  fleet 
prepared  to  put  to  fea  to  encounter 
the  enemy. 

The  public  faw,.  with  infinite  fa- 
tisfafclion,  that  the  grievances  of 
their  brave  defenders  were  redrelied> 
and  that  they  had  returned  to  obe¬ 
dience  and  to  their  duty  ;  but  this' 
pleafure  was  fpeedily  turned  into 
frefli  alarm  and  confternation,  by  a 
new  mutiny  in  another  quarter, 
which,  for  boldnefs  and  extent,  was 
without  a  parallel  in  the  naval  liif-' 
tory  of  Britain. 

The  North-lea  fleet,  as  well  as 
the  fhips  lying  at  the  Nore,  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  the  redrefs  of  other  griev¬ 
ances  in  view,  befides  what  related 
to  the  increafe  of  pay  and  provifions, 
which  had  been  demanded  by  the 
grand  fleet  at  Spithead.  The  mu¬ 
tineer^,  in  imitation  ofwhat  had  been 
done  at  Portfmouth,  chofe  delegates 
from  every  fhip,  of  whom  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Richard  Parker  was 
appointed  prefiderit.  After  having 
either  confined  or  fent  on  fhore  their 
principal  officers,  they  tranfmitted 
fe  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  a  fe-' 
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lies  of  articles,  or  conditions,  to 
which  they  peremptorily  demand¬ 
ed  compliance,  as  the  only  terms 
upon  which  they  would  return  to 
obedience  ;  feveral  of  thofe  articles 
were  regarded  as  entirely  incompa¬ 
tible  with  the  difcipline  of  the  navy, 
while  fome  others,  fuch  as  a  more 
equal  division  of  prize  money,  were 
reprefented  by  fome,  as  no  more 
than  reafonable  additions  to  the 
conceflions  to  which  government 
had  agreed  at  Portfmouth. 

The  adherents  of  adminiftration 
contended,  that  con h dering  what 
had  already  been  done  for  the  fea- 
men  in  general,  nothing  fliort  of 
unconditional  fubmiiiion  ought  to  be 
accepted  by  government  from  fuch 
daring  mutineers  and  rebels  ;  while 
fome  of  the  adverfe  party  conceived, 
that  by  moderate  and  modified  con- 
ceffion,  the  love  and  fidelity  of  the 
navy  would  be  more  afl’edtually  le- 
cured,  than  by  adopting  harili  and 
coercive  meafures.  The  mutineers 
at  the  Nore,  on  the  23d  of  May, 
{truck  the  flag  of  admiral  Buckner, 
on  board  the  Sandwich,  andhoifted 
a  red  flag,  the  fymbol  of  mutiny, 
in  its  Head.  They „ compelled  all 
the  fhips  which,  lay  near  Sheernefs 
to  drop  down  to  the  Great  Nore,  in 
order  to  concentrate  the  feene  of 
their  operations  3  among  ft  which 
was  the  St.  Fiorenzo,  which  had 
been  fitted  up  to  carry  the  princeis 
of  Wirtemburg  to  Germany.  Each 
man-of-war  fent  two  delegates;  and 
befides  thefe,  there  was  in  every 
fhip  a  committee,  confiftmg  of  12 
men,  who  determined,  not  only  all 
affairs  relative  to  the  internal  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  veffel,  but  decided 
upon  the  merits  of  the  refpebtive 
delegates.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  mutiny,  the  delegates  came 
every  day  to  Sheernefs,  where  they 
held  conferences,  and  paraded  the 
ffreets  and  ramparts  of  the'  garrilon. 
Richard  Parker,  who  was  cpnfid.er- 


i  ti¬ 
ed  as  the  rebel  admiral  of  the  fleet, 
marched  at  the  head  of  thefe  pro-' 
ceflions,  which  were  accompanied 
with  mufic  and  flags,  and  had  a 
triumphal  appearance,  calculated  to 
make  new  converts  to  .their  illicit 
proceedings.  The  delegates  and 
committee-men  went  on  ihore  and 
returned  on  board  as  they  pleaded. 
This  indulgence  however  was  fbon 
put  an  end  to  by  the  arrival  of 
lord  Keith  and  fir  Charles  Grey, 
who  had  been  fent  down  to  mper- 
intend  the  naval  and  military  pro« 
ceedings  in  that  quarter. 

The  mutiny  having  now  rifen  ta 
the  moil  alarming  height,  a  depu¬ 
tation  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
at  the  head  of  whom  was  earl  Spen¬ 
cer,  proceeded  to  Sheernefs,  but 
they  had  no  conference  with  the 
delegates,  as  they  demanded  uncon¬ 
ditional  fubmiiiion  as  a  neceflarv 
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preliminary  to  any  intercourfe  what¬ 
ever.  Finding  the  fajiors  rather 
riling  in  infolence  and  diibbedience 
than  inclining  to  fubmiiiion,  the 
deputation  from  -the  admiralty  de¬ 
parted  from  Sheernefs,  after  hav¬ 
ing  flgnified  to  the  feamen,  that 
they  were  to  expedt  no  conceflions 
whatever,  further  than  what  had 
been  already  made  by  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  the  ben  exit  of  which  they 
might  yet  enjoy  on  returning  to  their, 
duty. 

The  feamen  now  began  to  per¬ 
ceive  their  defperate  fituation,  and 
proceeded  to  take  meafures  which 
indicated  a  deiign,  either  to  fecure 
their  prefen t  fituatiOn  or  to  feek 
fafety  by  flight;  fome  of  the  mo  ft 
defperate  among  them,  fuggeffed 
the  idea  of  carrying  the  fhips  to  the 
enemy,  but  the  majority  revolted  at 
fo  treacherous  a  proceeding,  though , 
even  adopted  to  fave  their  lives, 
alleging  that  a  redrefs  of  their 
grievances  was  their  primary,  and 
fhould  be  their  ultimate,  objedt. 
With  a  view  of  extorting  eompIB 
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ance  with  their  demands,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  block  up  the  Thames,  by 
refilling  a  free  palfage  up  and  down 
the  river  to  the  London  trade. 

The  (hips  of  neutral  nations, 
however,  colliers,  and  a  few  fmall 
craft  were  fuffered  to  pafs,  having 
firft  received  a  paffport,  ftgned  by 
Richard  Parker,  as  preftdent  of  the 
delegates.  In  order  to  concentrate 
their  force,  all  the  fhips  which  lay 
near  Sheernefs,  dropt  down  to  the 
Great  Nore.  The  line-of-battle 
fhips  were  drawn  up  in  a  line,  at 
about  half  a  mile  diftant  from  each 
other,  and  moored  with  their  broad - 
fides  abreaft.  In  the  fpace  between 
the  line-of-battle  fhips,  the  detained 
merchantmen  and  other  veffels  were 
moored.  On  the  4th  of  June,  the 
whole  fleet  evinced  its  loyal  difpofi- 
tion  by  a  general  faint  e,  which  was 
fired  from  all  the  fhips  at  the  Nore, 
in  compliment  to  his  majefty’s  birth¬ 
day,  and  the  fhips  were  decorated 
in  the  fame  manner  as  is  pra&ifed  on 
rejoicing  days  5  the  red  flag,  how¬ 
ever,  being  kept  flying  at  the  main- 
topmaft  of  the  Sandwich.  On  the- 6  th 
of  June,  in  the  morning,  the  Aga¬ 
memnon,  Leopard,  Ardent,  and  Ills 
men- of- war,  and  the  Ranger  iloop, 
joined  the  mutinous  fhips  at  the 
Nore,  having  deferted  from  the 
fleet  of  admiral  Duncan,  then  in 
Yarmouth  roads.  The  force  of  the 
mutineers,  at  its  greateft  height,  con- 
iifted  of  eleven  fhips  of  the  line,  ex- 
cluflye  of  frigates,  in  all,  twenty- 
four  fail.  The  appearance  of  fuch 
a  multitude  of  fhipping,  the  Lon¬ 
don  trade  included,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  let  of  common  labors  in 
a  Rate  of  mutiny,  formed  a  lingular 
and  awful  fpectacle.  Several  of  the 
officers  were  fent  on  fliore,  but  the 
greater  part  of  them  were  deprived 
of  their  command,  and  confined  on 
board  their  own  veffels.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the.  enormity  of  their  of¬ 
fence  againic  the  laws  of  difeipiine 


and  the  articles  of  war,  the  deport¬ 
ment  of  the  feamen  to  their  fupe- 
riors  during  the  fufpenfion  of  their* 
command  was,  with  fome  excep¬ 
tions,  refpedtful.  All  communica¬ 
tions  being  flopped  with  the  fhore, 
the  mutineers  fupplied  themfelvcs 
with  water  and  proviflons  from  the 
fliips  which  they  detained  {  and  a 
party  of  feamep  landed  in  the  ille 
of  Grain,  and  carried  off  a  number 
of  flieep  and  other  proviflons,  giv¬ 
ing  in  return,  it  is  faid,  bills  drawn 
by  the  delegates  on  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  admiralty.  During  the 
mutiny,  there  were  ihme  exagge¬ 
rated  reports  of  their  plundering  dif¬ 
ferent  trading  veffels  ;  the  chief  adt 
which  they  perpetrated  of  this  kind, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  that 
of  robbing  a  veffel  of  300  facks  of 
flour,  of  which  they  found  them- 
felves  in  need,  and  which  were 
diffribnted  throughout  the  fleet. 

After  the  departure  of  the  depu¬ 
tation  of  the  admiralty  from  Sheer¬ 
nefs,  a  proclamation  was  iffued, 
offering  his  majefty’s  pardon  to  all' 
fuch  of  the  mutineers  as  fliould  im¬ 
mediately  return  to  their  duty ;  in¬ 
timating  at  the  lame  time,  that  ad¬ 
miral  Buckner  was  the  proper  per- 
fon  to  be  applied  to  on  luch  an  oc- 
calion. 

A11  a 61  of  parliament  was  fpeedily 
paffed,  for  the  more  effedtual  re- 
flraining  the  intercourfe  from  the 
fhore  with  the  crews  of  the  fhips  in 
a  ftate  of  mutiny ;  and  ftill  more 
adtive  meafures  were  taken  to  com¬ 
pel  the  feamen  to  return  to  their 
duty.  All  the  buoys  were  removed 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and 
the  neighbouring  coaft,  by  the  order 
of  government ;  a  precaution  which, 
above  every  other  that  could  be  em¬ 
ployed,  perplexed  the  mutineers,  as 
any  large  fhips  which  might  at¬ 
tempt  to  fail  away,  were  in  danger 
of  running  a-ground.  Great  prepa¬ 
rations  were  alfo  made  at  Sheernels, 
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fegaind  an  attack  from  the  mutinous 
fhips,  which  had  manifcited  fome 
drong  indications  of  bombarding 
that  place ;  and  furnaces  and  red  hot 
balls  were  kept  ready. 

The  lad:  attempt  a  t  a  reconciliation  i 
by  treaty  with  the  mutineers  was 
through  the  medium  of  the  earl  of 
Northeik,  who  was  a  favourite  with 
the  feamen  on  board  the  whole  fleet. 
On  the  6th  of  June,  the  two  delegates 
of  the  Monmouth  were  rowed  on 
board  that  fhip,  and  informed  his 
lordlhip,  that  it  was  the  pleafure  of 
the  committee,  that  lie  fhould  imme¬ 
diately  accompany  them  on  board 
the  flag-fhip,  as  they  had  proposals 
to  make,  leading  to  an  accommoda¬ 
tion  ;  his  lordlhip  complied,  and 
went  attended  by  one  officer:  he 
found  the  convention  in  the  date 
cabin,  confiding  of  fixty  delegates, 
with  Parker  fit ting  at  their  head. 
Before  they, entered  upon  bufineis, 
the  prelident  demanded  of  the  per- 
fon  accompanying  lord  Northeik, 
who  he  was?  The  ani'wer  was,  “  An 
officer  of  the  Monmouth,  who  ac¬ 
companied  the  captain  as  fecretaryf* 
Parker  then  faid,  ^  tliat  the  com¬ 
mittee,  vvith  one  voice,  had  come  to 
a  declaration  of  the  terms  on  which 
alone,  without  the  final  led  altera¬ 
tion,  they  would  give  up  the  finps ; 
and  that  they  had  lent  for  him,  as 
one  who  was,  known  to  be  the  fea- 
men’s  friend,  to  be  charged  with 
them  to  the  king  ;  from  whom  he 
mud  pledge  his  honour  to  returnon 
board  with  a  clear  and  pofitive 
ani'wer  wi thin  fifty- four  hours. 

•  Parker  then  read  the  letter,  which 
is  faid  to  have  contained  fome  compli¬ 
ments  to  his  mbj ©fly’s  v  i r rues,  a nd 
many  fevercftr  futures  on  the  demerits 
Of  his  miniders.  Hi  s  lordlhip  inform¬ 
ed  the  delegates  that.  u  he  would 
certainly  bear  thedetter  as  defiled; 
but  he  cOuld  npt,  from  the  unrea- 
fon,  •  blench  of  the  demands,  fiat  ter 
<  *79 7> 
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them  with  any  eSpedlation  of  luc- 
cels.”  They  perdded  that  the 
whole  mud  be  complied  with,  or 
they  would  immediately  put  the  fleet 
to  lea.  Parker  then  delivered  to  his 
lordlhip  a  paper,  in  the  following 
words,  by  way  of  ratifying  his  cre¬ 
dentials. 

“  Sandwich,  June  6,  3  P.  M. 
vi  To  Captain  Lord  Northeik, 
ii  You  are  hereby  authorifed  arid 
ordered  to  wait  upon  the- king, 
wherever  he  may  be,  with  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  committee  of  dele¬ 
gates,  and  are  directed  to  return 
back  with  an  anfwer  within  fifty- 
four  hours  from  the  date  hereof. 

S  II.  Parker,  prefident/* 
Lord  Northeik  proceeded  to  Lou¬ 
don  with  this  di  fpatch  5  and  after 
dopping  for  a  fliort  time  at  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  he  attended  earl  Spencer  to 
the  king;  and  a  privy  council  was 
faid  to;  be  held  the  next  day  upon 
the  fubjedt,  when  it  was  thought 
proper  to  reject  the  demands  of  the 
feamen,  as  exorbitant  and  unreafon- 
abie.  Captain  Knight,  of  the  In¬ 
flexible,  carried  down  the  refuial 
of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty. 

All  hopes  of  accommodation  be¬ 
ing  now  given  up,  meafures  were 
taken  by  lord  Keith  and  dr  C,  Grey, 
to  attack  the  deet  from  the  works 
at  Sheernefs,  with  gun-boats,  &c. 
the  defection,  however,  of  the  Re- 
pulfe,  Leopard,  and  Ardent,  on  the 
night  of  the  pth  of  June,  with  other 
iymptoms  of  difun  ion  among  the 
mutineers,  rendered  the  application 
of  force  mhnecefFary. 

On  the  next  day,  feveral  other  of 
the  mutinous  fiiips  pulled  down  the 
red  dag,  as  a  fignal  for  the  mer¬ 
chantmen  to  proceed  up  the  river, 
and  the  dore  and  vi&ualhng-ihips 
to  remain  behind :  all  of  thefe, 
however,  profited  by  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  make  their  efcape,  after 
haying  been  fired  at  by  fome  of  the 
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fleet.  On  the  llth,  the  Neptune, 
of  98  guns,  manned  with  prefs- 
gangs, ,  volunteers,  &c.  fir  R.  Gow¬ 
er,  commander,  fell  do\yn  to.  Long*: 
reach,  with  a  view  to  aifi  oftenfively 
againff  the  mutineers :  the  Lanfcaf- 
tet,  which  had  alio  been  in  a  ftatq 
bfrilutifiy  hear  that  place,  but  had 
furrendered  two  Or  three  days  be¬ 
fore,  accompanied  him,  with  the 
Agincourt,  and  a  number  of  gun¬ 
boats.  But  the  firmnefs  of  the  mii- 
tinoiis  feamen  being  already  lliaken 
by  the  formidable  preparations  of 
government,  and  by  the  want  of 
frefh  prbvifions  and  water,  it  was 
evident  that  the  combination  was 
falling  to  pieces.  Oil  the  12th, 
moll  of  the  Blips  Brack  the  red  flag, 
and  hoified  the  union,  to  fignify 
their  defire  of  returning  to  obe¬ 
dience  :  only  feven  had  then  the 
fed  flag  dying.  On  the  next  mofrl- 
ing  the  Agamemnon,  the  Standard, 
the  Naffau,  the  Iris,  and  the  Veftal, 
ran  aWay  from,  the  other  fliips,  and 
went  under  the  protedion  of  the 
guns  at  the  fort  of  Sheernefs.  The 
crews,  However,  of  thele  veffels 
were  very  far  from  being  unani¬ 
mous,  as  feveral  men  were  wounded 
and  killed  in  the  ftruggles  which 
took  place  On  board  them,  between 
the  partisans  of  the  officers  arid 
thofe  of  the  feamen.  This  defec¬ 
tion  of  their  comrades  appears  to 
have  excited  the  utmofl  delpair  in 
Parker  and  the  other  leaders  of  the 
mutiny ;  for,  from  the  return  of  a 
part  of  the  fliips  to  their  duty,  tlieir 
language  became  lets  intemperate, 
their  conduct  lefs  harfli,  and  their 
•appearance  clouded  with  a  melan¬ 
choly  gloom.  On  the  13th  the 
crews  of  all  the  fliips  intimated  an 
inclination  tofubrnit,  provided  a  ge* 
neral  pardon  fhotild  be  granted. 
The  crew  of  the  Sandwich  was  par¬ 
ticularly  defirous,  and  Parker  did 
not  oppofe  this  fpirit;  —  a  fpirit 


greatly  accelerated  by  the  arrival  bti 
board;  pf  lieutenant  Mott,  with  th# 
proclamations,  ads  of .  parliament* 
&c.  of  which  the  men  complained 
they  had  beeh  kept  in  ignoranefe  till 
that  period.  In  tile  cotirle  of  th# 
evening  the  men  refolved  to  fubmit 


thofe  who  had  not  kfiown  to  what 
extent  they  had  offended.  In  this 
ftate  of  the  crew  the  Sandwich  went : 
under  the  guns  of  tlie  fbft  at  Sheer-  - 
fiefs  the  next  iftorhing ;  upon  which 
admiral  Buckner’s  boat,  with  a 
piquet-guard  of  foldiers,  went  to 
the  ftiip  to  arreft  Parker,  and  bring  ? 
him  on  fhore:  asfoon  as  he  heard 
that  a  boat  had  arrived  for  him,  he 
furrendered  himfclf  to  four  of  the 
Blip’s  crew,  to  proted  him  from  the 
outrages  of  the  reft  of  the  feamen*  ? 
whofe  .  vengeance  he  feared  :  upon  3 
this,  the  officers,  of  the  Sandwich 
furrendered  Parker,  and  a  delegate  ' 
of  the  name,  of  Davies,  who  had 
aded  as  captain  under  him,  to  the 
foldiers,  .with  about  -thirty  other  ' 
delegates.  :  thele  Were  committed  to 
the  black  hole  in  the  garrifon  at 
Sheernefs.  Oil  tlie  firft  appearance 
of  the  ffildiers,  one  of  the  delegates, 
ffiallace,  of  the  Standard,  Biot  him- 
l'elf  dead,  and  Was  afterwards  buried"© 
in  the  highway.  Barker  was  fe*  £ 
cured  in  Maidftone  goal.  All  re*  • 
fiftahee  to  tlie  authority  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  now  ceafed  on  board  the  fhip$, 
and  the  fnutihy  was  in  effed  termG 
Dated.  .  .min  guimiot 

The  trial  of  Parker  commenced-  ' 
the  22d  Of  June,  oh  board  the  Nep-  -< 
tune,  off  Greenhithe,  before  a  court* 
martial,  Confifting  of  captains  in  the 
navy,  of  which  fir  T.  Paifley  wai 
prefident.  The  charge  Was  read 
Mr.  Benfield :  it  accufed  the  pri- 
foner  of  various  ads  of  mutiny  com** 
mitted  on  board  his  majefty’s  fleet 
at  the  Norej.  of  diiobedience  ofor- 
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acts,  and  of  contempt  of  the  au¬ 
thority  of  his  officers.  Captain 
Mofs,  of  the  Sandwich,  attended 
as  pro{£cutor  on  the  part  of  the 
crown.  Admiral  Buckner  was  the 
firft  witriefs  called ;  and  depofed, 
that  he  faw  tlie  prifoner  Parker  pa¬ 
rade  about  the  town  of  Sheernefs 
about  the  12th  of  May,  with  ah 
aflemblage  of  people,  with  a  red 
flag  difplayed :  at  that  time  he  went 
on  board  the  Sandwich,  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  known  to  the 
teamen  of  that  Blip,  and  others,  his 
ihajetty’s  proclamation  of  pardon, 
provided  they  returned  immediately 
to  their  duty,  on  the  fame  terms  as 
thofe  granted  to  their  brethren  at 
Spithead.  On  his  going  on  board 
he  faw  no  mark  of  retpeft  what¬ 
ever  fltewn  him:. the  officers  were 
then  without  their  tide-arms,  and 
were  deprived  of  the  command  of 
the  fhip.  .Finding  all  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  bring  the  crew  to  their 
duty  fruitlefs,  he  returned  on  ffiore. 
On  the  23d  his  flag  on  board  the 
Sandwich  was  ftruck,  without  his 
orders..  On  the  evening  of  that 
day,  as  he  was  examining  the  com¬ 
plaints  alleged  againft  two  marines, 
who  had  been  brought  in  by  a  party 
of:  the  military,  *  the  prifoner,  and 
a  man  named  Davies,  with  three  or 
four  others,  came  abruptly  into  the 
commiffioners>  houfe  at  Sheernefs, 
and  demanded,  “  Why  thofe  men 
( the  marines)  were  i  n  cuftody?”  in¬ 
forming  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
that v*4! his  flag  was  ftruck  $  that  he 
had  no  longer  any  authority  and 
that  the  power  was  in  their  hands  V* 
They  .then  (Parker  being  their 
fpokefman)  took  the  men  away,  as 
they  laid,  “  to  try  them  for  being  on 
thore.”  About  the  4th  of  June  the 
admiral  received  a  letter  from  the 
prifoner:  Parker,  in  which  he  flyled 
himfclf  prejident  of  the  committee  of 
delegates^  dating,  that rf  the  admim- 


ftration  had  a&ed  improperly  In 
flopping  the  provifions  for  the  men, 
and  that  the  foolifh  proclamation 
was  calculated  to  inflame  the  mind* 
of  honefl  men.” 

Lieutenant  Juftice,  of  the  Sand¬ 
wich,  depofed,  that  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  mutiny  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  official  paper,  while  he 
was  on  board,  fent  by  admiral 
Buckner,  refpe&ing  the  vote  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  granting  the 
fum  of  372,0001.  to  anfwer  the 
expences  incurred  by  a  compliance 
with  the  requifitions  of  the  feamen 
at  Portfmouth ;  and  that  he  read  it 
to  the  crew,  who  received  the  in¬ 
telligence  with  three  cheers. 

The  next  material  evidence  which 
affe&ed  the  prifoner  was  g‘  in  by 
captain  Woody of  the  Hound.  When 
that  ffiip  arrived  at  the  Nore,  on 
the  2d  of  June,  Parker  came  on 
board,  and  told  him,  that  he  (the 
prifoner)  had  the  honour  of  repre¬ 
senting  the  whole  fleet :  he  advifed 
him  not  to  be  fo  violent  to  fome  of 
the  delegates  as  he  had  been.  The 
prifoner  told  capt.  Wood  that  he 
did  not  like  his  thip’s  company,  and 
therefore  lliould  order  her  to  be 
carried  as  near  'to  the  Sandwich  aS 
poliible,  as  a  place  of  fecurity :  he 
gave  orders  to  the  pilot  accordingly; 
and  the  Hound  came  to  on  the  Sand¬ 
wich’s  quarter.  In  obeying  thefe 
orders  of  the  prifoner,  the  pilot 
difpleafed  him  in  fome  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  upon  which  he  faid  to 
the  pilot,  in  threatening  language, 
tf  You  have  committed  one  miftake 
—  take  care  you  do  ~  ot  commit  ano¬ 
ther  ;  if  you  do,  I  will  make  a  berfi 
Jieak  of  you  at  the  yard-arm.”  On 
the  fourth  day  of  his  trial,  Parker 
was  put  upon  his  defence.  In  this 
arduous  undertaking  he  difplayed  a 
clear  judgment  and  a  found  under- 
ftanding.  He  recapitulated,  in  a 
plain  but  perfpicuous  manner,  the 
1  H  2  evidence 


U6  -  B  R  I  T  X  S 

evidence  which  had  been  brought 
againft  him,  and.  commented  upon 
levcral  parts  of  it  with  confiderable 
ikill.  He  thanked  the  court  for  the 
indulgence  which  had  been  given 
him,,  and  folemnly  declared,  that 
he  had  no  hand  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  mutiny  ;  but  that,  two 
days  afterwards,  he. law  that  a  vio¬ 
lent  fpirit  had  fpre.ad  among  the 
men,  .and  he  then  embarked  in  the 
ca.ufe  for  the  purpoie  of  checking 
ithe  violence  of  the  proceedings ;  and 
lie  was  thoroughly  latisiied,  that  it 
he  had  not  taken  an  active  part,  the 
mutiny,  which  ended  fo  unfortu¬ 
nately,  would  have  been  attended 
With  cbnlequehces  ftill  more  dread¬ 
ful.  He  called  fc viral  witnefles, 
whony  he  examined  with  great  ahi- 
lity ;  but  was  unable  to  diiprove  the 
charges  brought  again#  him;  parti¬ 
cularly  that  which  bore  the  heavielt 
a  gain  it.  him,  namely,  that  of  order¬ 
ing  the  men  on  board  the  Director 
to  tire  on  the  Repulfe,  a  ill  ip  which 
had  deferied  from  the  mutinous 
Blips. 

When  the  prifoner  had  finiihed 
his  defence,  the  court  was  cleared 
of  fti  angers ;  and  in  about  two  hours 
afterwards  the  following  fentence 
was  pronounced <£  That  the  whole 
-of  the  charges  are  fully  proved,  that 
,{he  crime  is  as  unprecedented  as 
.wicked,  as  ruinous  to  the  navy  as 
to  the  peace  and  prolperity  of  the 
country;  the  court  does  therefore 
adjudge  him  to  death  ,  and  he  is 
ordered  to  fufftf  death  accordingly, 
ratfuch  time  and  place  as  the  lords 
’commi  (Boners  of  the  admiral  ty, 
or  any  three  of  them,  iliall  ap¬ 
point.” 

.  After  the  fentence  was  palled,  the 
prifoner,  with  a  degree  of  undif- 
hiVyed  compofure  which  excited 
the  aftouilhinent  and  admiration  of 
fevery  one  priTeht,  addrelfed  the 
court  Is  follows :  I  bow  to  your 
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fentence-  wi»t  h  all .  d life  mbraifllon  f 
befog  .-convinced  I  haveafted  by  the 
dictates  of  a  good  confcience.  God, 
who  knows  the  hearts  of  all  men, 
.will,  I  hope,  receive  me.  I  hope 
that  my  death  will  atone  to  the 
country ;  and,  that  thole  brave  men, 
who  have  adted  with  me,  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  general  pardon.  I  am  fatis- 
Bed  they  will  all  return  to  their 
duty  with  alacrity. 5 *  , 

Parker  was  executed  in  a  ■  few 
days  afterwards,  on  board  the  Sand¬ 
wich.  He  died' very  penitent,  and 
with  .great  compofure.  Be  was  bur 
tied  at  Sheemels  .;  but  his  Wife, by  tbs* 
aid  of  fome  other  women,  iurrepti- 
tioully  obtained  the  body,  which 
was  conveyed  to  London  ;  and  the 
ciiriofity  of  the  public  leading  .them! 
in  crowds  to  infpedt  it,  themagi- 
ft  fates  were  at  length  obliged,  to 
interfere,  and  by  their  orders  it  was 
interred  in  Whitechapel  church¬ 
yard. 

The  'court-martial  continued  lif¬ 
ting  and  trying  the  other -mutineers 
more  than  a  month,  during  which 
time  a  great  number  received  fen¬ 
tence  of  death  ;  and  feveral  were 
ordered  to  be  whipped.  Many  of 
the  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny,  who 
were  convicted,  were  executed  ;  but. 
a  confiderable  number  remained  un¬ 
der  fentence,  fill  after  the  Bgnal 
victory  obtained  by  admiral  Dun¬ 
can,  when  his  majefty  lent  a  general 
pardon  to  thefe  unhappy  menv  who 
were  at  that  period  confined  on 
board  a  prilbn-lhip  in  the.  .  river 
Thames. 

In  the  month  of  June,  alio,  his 
rnajeftyfs  ihrp  the  Pompee,  one  of 
lord  BridpoiTs  beet,  returned  to 
Portlmouth,  id  confequence  of  a 
mutiny  which  had  broken  out  bn 
board  of  her  when  off  Bretf.  Four  of 
the  ringleaders  were  afterwards  con¬ 
victed,  and  two  of  them  executed  on 
board  the  fame  i-hip  at  Portlmouth. 

Having 
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Having  thus  ftat:pd  the  o.utline 
of  fheie  trail  factions  fo  alarming  to 
the  peace  and  ftifety  of  the-  king¬ 
dom,  it  will  to  jFPper,  before  we 
oondudeTW  fupjeH,  tQ  take  a  ilxbrt 
review  of  the  meafures  adopted  fty^ 
the- two  'unites .  pt  parliament  uppti^ 
thi;^inteto’,bg,todt-  .  r  j 

\  The  duke .  .of  Bedford .  in  the; 
Hoofe  of  lords,  on  ;tl>p  :3d  of  r  May . 
allied,  whether  any  mf  his. 
mif.d ters  had Jt  in.  charge,  tro m . his r 
iftajeflyf  lo:  raA.he  any  communica¬ 
tion  upon  'tluvre^eht  and  import-  , 
ant  events  vyhiqjx  bd.&  dccuiTe.d .  ip- 
thy  -  v?rin'e  department.  It  no  Inch 
ccmninp icati on  ..whs  made,  either 
now  or  on.-a  tmmp  day,  lie  fh.ould 
tiling  it  cm fittenr  with  his  d uty  to 
hi  ihgha  fubjeef.  lb  < -lofcly.  connected  ’• 
with  the'  pt  ft  and  deareft.'ufterefts 
of  the,  country ,  before  their  lord-  , 
Ihips,  'by  moving  %  ghe,  prpcluc'  r 
tibn/pf.,  peftoh  papers  coimeeted 
with  ih"  •  • 

I.  Earl  .Spencer  replied  ...that  he  had  ■ 
Jtv notan  charge  from  his  m.ajefty  to 
make  any  communication  to  the 
horde,  nor  did.  he  forefee  that  any 
would  be  made  upon  the  fubjedt. 

Efrl  Howe,  laid,,  that  as  Ins,  ngnfe  ‘ 
ha^l  occurred  ,pphn  the  lubjedt,  he 
was  1  dehr.Qus  '  to  ‘  explain  to  ,,  their 
lorclftiips  the.  part  which  i\e  had 
afted  ‘.in'"  ti?e  ^buiinefs,  which,  he 
would  do  whenever  the  noble  duke  . 
brought  the  fubjeft  Ixifore  the 
houfe;  though ,  for  the  take  of  the 
•fervice,  he  coidd.haye  withe^  that 
.the  matter  had  never  been  brought 
before  the  Icgddatpre  ;  hecaiiie,.  in 
eonfe.quepce.  of  ft,  dh^y-  would  be 
brought  into  a  very  delicate  fttuation. 
After  the  dyke  of  Clarence  and  the 
earl  of  Carlill'e,  however,  had  made 
fonie.  obfervatiohs  upon  the  delicacy  , 
of  the  fubject,  earl  Howe  again 
rofe,  and  obferved  that  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  to  be  the  quo  ft  ion  in 
g.  parliamentary  diicuflion  oi  trie 


buftn.cfq,byas,  Will  you  agree  to  .the 
terms  ma^e  by  the  admiralty  with 
the  leaincn,  or  not  ?  Were’ the. 
terms  fully  ratified,  it  would  be  virtu¬ 
ally  giving  a  laiiHion  to  their  con- 
dud  3  if.  ref a  fed ,  i  t  would  lh  ew  the 
feamen  that  no  reliance  was  to  be- 
p faced  on  the  .promiles  of  govern-, 
incut  ;  and  the  confequences  this 
idea  might  have,  were  more  eafff, 
to  be '  leen  than  deferibed.  He 
thought  that  trie  engagements  of 
tire  admiralty  with  the  feamen 

o.  light  to;  be  rati  tied  'by  the  leg  ilia- 

time.  ■ 

Earl  Howe  afterwards  obferved, 
that,  fro.m  what  had  tranCpired,  he 
found  that  he  fhould  not  have  a; 
better  opportunity  of  relating  to 
their  -Iprdfhips  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  this  aft  aft*.  Between  the 
fecoiid  week  of  February  and  the 
middle  of  March  (being  then  con¬ 
fined  by  Hlnels)  he  recei  ved  by  the 

p, Qft  ftweral  petitions,  purporting  to 
b.e  tranfm itted  from  different  fliips,- 
of  the  .Channel  fleet.  They  were 
all  -exact:,  copies  of  .each  other,  li¬ 
mited  idle]  y  to  a  reqito/or  a?i  in - 
crp'aje  of  fay,  that  the  feamen  might 
be  able  to  make  better  provifion 
for  their  families  3  decently  exprefl- 
ed,  but  without  any  Signature.  His 
lord  lb  ip  could  not  reply  to  applica¬ 
tions  which  were  anonymous 3  nor. 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them  to  . 
parties,  unavowed  and  unalcertaln-  •. 
ed.  About  four  or  five  of  the  pe-  . 
titions  ffrft  received,  though  a  little  . 
different  in ‘the  hand-writing, 'were 
obviouily,  lie  faid,  di  Haled  by  the 
fame  p.erfon  3  and  his  lordftiip  had  . 
farther  reafon  to  think  that  they 
were  fabricated  by  fome  malicious 
individual,  who  meant  to  inftnuate 
th,e  prevalence  of  a  general  difeon- 
tent  in  the  navy.  Not  refting,  how-  { 
ever,  on  this  conclufton,  his  lord- 
ftiip  wrote  to  an  officer.. at  Perth 
mouth,  to  inquire  whether  any. 

u  3  Mum 
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fuch  difTatisfa&ion  exifted  in  the 
Beet.  The,  anfwer  was  that  no 
fuch  appearance  had  been  obferved 
there,  and  it  was  fuppofed  that  the 
petitions  had  been  framed  for  the 
purpofe  he  fufpected. 

■m  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of 
March,  the  day  after  his  lordffiip 
was  able  to  come  to  town,  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  fmce  ab- 
fent  on  fervice,  happening  to  call 
upon  his  lordffiip,  he  related  thefe 
particulars  to  him,  ffiewed  him  the 
petitions,  and  fent  them  the  fame 
day  to  bis  houfe  in  the  office,  that 
they  might  be  communicated  to  the 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  Of  the 
fubfequent  events  he  had  no  other 
knowledge  than  fuch  as  was  to  be 
obtained  from  the  newfpapers,.  He 
vindicated  the  character  of  the 
Britifh  feamen  in  general,  whom 
he  defcribed  as  open-hearted  and 
generous,  but  fome  times  too  eafily 
milled.  ' 

What  we  have  now  related  may 
be  conlidered  rather  as  an  irregular 
cOnverfation  than  as  a  debate ;  but 
the  fubje&  was  more  formally  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
Oii  the  8th  of  May  ;  but  not  till  af¬ 
ter  the  mutiny  had  broken  out  a 
fficohd  time  with  ffill  more  alarm¬ 
ing  fympfoms.  He  faid,  he  was 
well  aware,  that  when  propofing  to 
iricreafe  the  public  burthens,  he 
ffiould  be  expected  to  fay  fome- 
thing  of  the  caufes  that  led  to  the 
augmentation.  In  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  however,  prudence  and  po¬ 
licy' would  prevent  his  entering 
into  any  difcuffioh-j  and  he  entreat¬ 
ed"  the  houfe  rather  to  trail  to  their 
Blent  judgment,  than  to  agitate  a 
fubjedt,  of  which  the  fiighteftmif- 
reprefentation  might  give  caufe  to 
the  moft  alarming  effects. 

He  then  proceeded  to  ftate,  that 
the  increafe  of  pay  to  the  different 
ekffies-  of  men  would  amount  to 
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351,0001.  and  the  increafed  eighth 
in  the  expenfe  of  vidua  lling  to 
1 15,000  j  making  536,0001.  for  one 
year.  It  ffiould,  however,  be  obferv¬ 
ed,  that  the  eftimate  of  victu¬ 
alling  was  founded  upon  an  old 
rate,  when  provifions  were  much 
cheaper  than  at  prelent.  What 
the  adtual  fum  wanted  would  be, 
he  could  not  fay  j  but  he  would 
take  the  total  fum  for  nine  months, 
beginning  in  April,  at  372,0001. 
He  therefore  moved,  "  that  a  fum 
net  exceeding  372,0001.  be  granted 
to  his  majefty,  to  enable  him  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expenfe  of  the  increafed 
pay  of  the  feamen  and  marines,  and 
the  full  allowance  of  provilions. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  ffiould  con- 
lider  it  as  a  dereliction  of  his  duty, 
if  he  gave  the  Blent  vote  that  was 
called  for.  It  was  not  from  dif- 
cuftjon,  but  from  lilence,  that  the 
prelent  mifchief  had  proceeded.  If 
when  it  was  Brit  known  that  the  fea¬ 
men  Were  diffatisfied,  the  houfe  had 
been  conlidered  as  entitled  to  the^ 
confidence  of  minifters,  and  the  buli- 
nefs  had  been  properly  difculfed,  the 
events  of  Bailer  would  not  have  taken 
place.  Or  if  immediately  after  Eafter 
the  q  ueffion  hadbeenjopenly  agitated, 
we  ffiould  not  now  be  reduced  to 
fuch  a  Ablation.’ v  But  the  lean-' 
dalous  delay  of  a  fortnight,  which" 
minifters  had  interpofed,  and  for 
which  he  hoped  they  would  be 
made  to  anfwer,  feemed'  to:  have 
been  purpofely  meant  to  give  room 
for  mifreprelentation.  ’  ;  After  5  oW 
ferving  that  the  idea  of  fmbtftennif  ' 
the  prefent  bufinefs  by  fecrecy  wa3 
like  filly  children  who  think  nobo-* 
dy  can  fee  them  when  they  ffiuf 
their  eyes  5  and  after :  adviling  the 
houfe  not  to  Confide  . 'in  minifters  at 
once  incapable  :and  criminal,  '  Mr.' 
Fox  concluded  by^ftittlng  direCtly, 
that  he  approved  highly  Of  the  in¬ 
tended  addition,  but  that  he  wiffied 
to  be'  made  acquainted"  'with  the 

circum- 
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circumftances  that  .rendered  it  ne- 
ce.flary.  ;  .  - 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  the  fight  hon. 
gentleman  had.  himielf  ihewn  that 
,there  was.  no  need  of  explanation, 
lince,  while  knowing  no  more  than 
hriy  other  man,  he  declared  him- 
felf  ready  to  vote  for  the  motion. 

During  the  reft  of  the  debate, 
Meifrs.  Pitt,  Fox,  and  Sheridan,  the 
only  fpeakers,  went  nearly  over  the 
fame  ground.;  the  former  jufti  lying 
the  delay  and  declining  diicullion, 
and  the  two  latter  reprobating  the 
a tfefted  fecrecy  and  tardy  meafures 
of  the  minifters. 

The  refolution  then  pa  fled,  and 
Was  ordered  to  be  reported  imnier 
diately. 

.The  fubjeft  was  renewed  on  the 
following  day  by  Mr.  Whitbread. 
Confideringthe  impreflions  of  men’s 
minds  relative  to  the  difturbances 
at  Portfmouth,  he  role  mot  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  caufes  of  that  affair, 
hut  to  prefs  upon  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  a  queftion  which 
had  been  diftinftly  propoled  to  him 
the  night  before,  and  to  which  no 
anfwer  had  been  given.  He  then 
hiked  why  the  propofttion  for  the 
augmentation  of  the  pay  of  the  tea¬ 
men  had  not  been  moved  for  before 
the  preceding  evening  ?  It  might 
have  prevented  the  difaftrous  con- 
fequences.  Unlefs  a  fatisfaftory  ex¬ 
planation  was  given  of  lb  fatal  a 
delay,  for  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  refponftble  to  that 
houie  and  to  the  country,  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  a  direft  vote 
of  cenfure  again  ft  him. 

,  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
acknowledged  that  he  certainly 
>vas  refponftble,  provided  there  was 
any  mifconduft  imputable  to  any 
perfon  on  the  occaflon  alluded  to. 
He  would  not  then,  however,  en¬ 
ter  into  any  difcuflion  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  concerning  which  he  thought 
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as  little  as  pofliblc  qught  to  be 
laid.  He  obieryed,  that,  on  th? 
;2ftth  of  April,  the  petition  of  the 
leamen  was  referred  to  a  cqmmitt.ee 
of  the  lords  .  of  the  admiralty; 
Their  report  was  made  to  the  king 
in  council,  and,  as  foon  as  it  yaS 
approved  of,  directions  were  immu~ 
diately  given  at  the  proper  offices, 
to  prepare  an  eltimate  of  the  fum  to 
which  the  intended  augmentation 
in  the  wages  of  the  feamen  would 
amount ;  and  as  foon  as  that  e lu¬ 
ma  te  was  ready,  it  was  laid  before 
the  houfe,  and  the  fum  was  voted. 
From  thefe  circumftances,  there  was 
no  ground  to  fuppofe  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  executive 
government  to  propofe  fuch  mea¬ 
fures  as  might  ierve  to  fatisfy  the 
demands  of  the  feamen.  He  con¬ 
cluded  with  oblerving,  that  he 
fliould  propofe  a  bill  to  be  carried 
through  all  its  ftages  in  the  mod 
expeditious  manner;  this  helhould 
do  as  the  beft  way  of  removing  all 
doubts  as  to  the  executive  govern-, 
merit. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that,  after  the  ex¬ 
planation  which  had  juft  been 
given,  he  could  not  help  oblerving 
that  the  delay  complained  of  was 
an  intolerable  and  fatal  negleft  of 
duty.  In  his  opinion,  minifters 
were  guilty  of  delay  both  before  and 
after  the.  faft.  The  hiftory  of  the 
tranfaftion  was,  that  in  Eafter  Week 
complaints  had  exifted  in  the  fleet,  “ 
meetings  of  delegates  had  taken 
place,  and  various  other  circum¬ 
ftances  happened.  A  letter  was' 
written  from  the  admiralty  -  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  thefe  complaints, > 
which  ftamped  upon  them  a  cha- 
rafter  of  incapacity  the  moft  fla* 
grant,  or  want  of  talents  for  acting- 
upon  a  great  and.  diflicuft  criftsf 
unexampled  in  the  annals  of  any 
adminiftration,  ttesta  not-  hay** 
ing  produced  any  efFeft,  a  fecond  * 
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had  been  fent,  with  which  the  Tea¬ 
men  were  faid  to  be  fatisliecL  and 
on  which  they  were  to  return  to 
tHeir  duty.  This  tranfabtion  had 
taken  place  on  Sunday  morning, 
tip-  23  d  of  April,  p'ndljr  all  the  cir- 
ctimftances  with  which  this  affair 
was  accompanied,  lie  would  fu limit 
to  any  impartial  mind,  whether 
this  was  an' occafion  for  tardy  forms 
and  official  delays  ? 

It  was  the  duty  of  mini  hers,  af¬ 
ter 'they  had  recognifed  the  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  feamen,  with  whom 
they  treated,  to  have  loft  no  time 
in  completing  the  promife  they  had 
made,  and  fo  to  have  finifhed  the 
tr  ^' faction  5  mftead  of  which  they 
took  no  ftep  till  the  26th  of  April, 
three  days  after  the  agreement  had 
been  made.  They  waited,  it  was 
laid;  for  the  opinion  of  the  .council.  ‘ 
“  Was  this  the 'time,  laid  IVjtr.  Fox, 
to  wffi  t  for  the  opinion, pif; file  .caun- 
ciL- when  the  active  members  of  ad- 
mini  ration  formed  the  raoft  .  ef¬ 
ficient  part  of  that  coqncil  The. 
order  of-  council  at  length  appeared 
^ftvhhb.fd .of  May.  .  But,  igwas  not 
till  the  hth  of  JHay  that  the  progo- 
li  Ah  wad 'made  to  the’  houfe  ’of 
cqmmoitsf  ‘  “  f  “  " 

'Whi thread  a n d  Mb  'Sheridan/ 
The  Tame"  arguments,  to 
prot;*e  ’  the  urmecelfary  delay  of  the  ’ 
muftiter  in.  this  important  affair. 

i •  fi ppp  was  - 

fafiVo'Cs  for  celerity:'  lie  avoided  ail 
deTayl  and  let  afide  all'  forms,  'in  . 
grailti%  tlie  imperial  Jean  *  Jh'e  was 
Ibyffidoas  upon  that  iheafure,  .that 
Bdfwpiftd  hot  wait  ffir  three  days, 
a'ffiop’gh  dt J  was  .notorious,  ti+at in¬ 
telligence  was  'expected  to  arrive, 
wbifth  .would  put  that  loan  put  of 
the  quell  ion. '  '  W 

To  thefe  acqii  fa 1  ion  s' ..  tb  e A  chan  - .. 
cellar;'  of  't.hfe'‘exche(]u:“r  replied,  .it. 
was fmdiftereht hoAhiih  when  Mr,' 
Mffiitbrdad  btobght  fppward ibis  mro-  . 

Vvi  tcl.jg .  f 1 y*'  r  ",  ’•  w  .V* •»«!  ».  A+ij  .  it*  v  «>  **..»  „  4 
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miled  motion,  for  a  cenfure  of  his 
con  dud  on  account  of  delay  in  thi  s 
affair.  He  moved,  “r  That  a  mef- 
fage  ftiould  be  fent  to  the  lords,  to 
delire  that  they  would  continue 
fitting  for  fome  time.” 

When  the  fpeaker  was  about  to 
put  the  queftion,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that 
the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend, 
whenever  it  lhould  be  made,  would 
have  his  warm  fupport,  if  it  even 
went  to  fuperie.de  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  ;  for  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment.  as  it  was  then  conduded, 
was  an  iufult  to.  the  country.  Mr. 

'  Baker  called  to  order ;  he  thought  , 
that  nothing  could  be  more  out  of 
order  nor  more  dangerous  than 
what  he  had  juft  heard.  Mr.  Fox  . 
explained-  The  mini  tier’s  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Pybus  was  - 
ordered  to  carry  up  the  requeft  to 
the  houfe  of  lords, 

After  the  refojution  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fepply  was  read,  which 
palled  the  day.  before,  for  the  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  pay  of  the  lea- 
men,  the.,  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer  moved  for  leave,  to  bring  in  a 
bill  pur  fu  ant  to  the  laid  refolutiom 
Le'ave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  an 
inftrudion  to  the  perlbns  appointed 
to.  bring  it  in,  :  that  they  ffiould 
make.provifion  -  in  it  for  granting  a 
full  allowance  to  vvounded  feamen, 
and  to  empower  feamen  to  remit  , 
part  of  their  additional  allowance 
for  the  lupport  of  their  wives,  chil-. 
dren,  or  mothers.  ; 

.  As  loon  as  the  upper  houfe  had  . 
agreed  to  the  requeft  of  the  com¬ 
mons,  the  bill  was  brought  in,  read 
a  firjl  and  fecond  time,  and  pa  *  d 
through .  every  ftage  •,  and  alio  lent 
to  the  lotd*s  that  day, :  who  gaffed  it  ' 
through  all  itsft.iges;  when  it  irn- 
meHiatcly  rece[v effi  the-,  royal  alfent . 
by  eommiffiqp.r-,  -  - 

;  2 oft  -tfe.febw 

Portlmouth 


PortCnouth  had  been  appeafed  but 
a  few  weeks,  as  we  have  already 
feen,  before  another  broke  out  a- 
mong  the  fame  clafs  of  men  at  the 
Nore,  which  in  magnitude  and  au¬ 
dacity  greatly  exceeded  the  former. 

On  the  firft  of  June  his  majefty 
lent  a  meffage  to  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  acquainting  them,  with 
the  deepeft  concern,  “  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  crews  of  fome  of'  his 
fhips.  then  at  the  Nore,  in  perfifting 
in  the  molt  violent  and  treafonable 
acts  of  mutiny  and  difobedienee, 
not  with  handing  the  full  extenfion 
to  them  of  all  the  benefits  which 
had  been  accepted  with  gratitude 
by  the  reft-  of  the  fleet,  and  offers  of 
pardon  on  returning  to  their  duty, 
had  compelled  his  majefty  to  call 
on  all  his  fubjects  to  give  their  af- 
ftftanee  in  nenreiling  filch  criminal 
proceedings.  That  he  had  laid  be¬ 
fore  them  a  copy  of  a  proclamation 
which  he  had  iftlied  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  that  he  recommended  it 
to  the  conftderation  of  parliament 
to  make  more  efte&ual  provifion , 
for  the  prevention  and  puniihment 
of  all  traitorous  attempts  to  excite 
i  edition  and  mutiny  in  his  fervice, 
by  fea  or  land.” 

On  the  following  day,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  moved  an 
addrefs  of  the  commons  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  upon  the  fubject  of  his  moft 
gracious  meffage  5  and,  after"  a  de¬ 
bate  of  fome  length,  the  addrefs 
was  agreed  to  nenu  con. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  better  prevention  and 
puniihment  of  all  attempts  to  excite 
fedition  and  mutiny  in  his  raajefty’s 
fervice ;  and  the  attorney-general, 
having  feconded  the  motion,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  ftate  to  the  houfe  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  propofed 
bill  was  founded.  The  frequency 
and  malignancy  of  attempts  io  ex¬ 


cite  mutiny  was  a  faft  fo  notorious,  ‘ 
that  no  reafonable  man  could  re¬ 
fute  his  aftent,to  it.  His  official 
fituation  had  enabled  him  to  ac¬ 
quire  evidence  of  the  exiftence  of 
the  attempts  which  this  measure 
went  to  remove.  Seditious  perfons 
had  at  lecret  hours  circulated  hand¬ 
bills  of  a  dangerous  tendency,  for 
the  purpofe  of  attracting  the  no¬ 
tice  of  the  foldiers  in  the  army  ; 
thefe  attempts  had  been  connected 
by  a  regular  and  concerted  fyltem, 
and  were  not  cafual,  or  confined  to 
particular  lpots,  but  diffuled  all 
over  the  country,  appearing  in  dif¬ 
ferent  and  diftant  places  on  the 
fame  day.  At  Newcaftle,  at  Not¬ 
tingham,  at  Maidftone,  and  various 
other  places,  thele  proofs  of  con¬ 
cert,  of  lyftem  and  delign,  had  been  > 
found  to  occur.  Falfe  and  un¬ 
founded  rumours  were  echoed  and 
re-echoed,  that  thele  attempts  had 
lucceeded  in  fome  in  fiances,  in  or¬ 
der,  by  Inch  report,  to  encourage 
the  attempts  in  other  places  with 
the  hopes  and  example  of  this  lue- 
cefs. 

The  cireumftances  recorded  in  dif- 
terent  hand-bills  were  all  of  them 
equally  falfe  :  the  fame  feamen  who 
had  been  worked  upon  by  hand¬ 
bills,.  ftating  the  dilaftedtion  and 
mutiny  of  their  comrades  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  part,  were  themfelves  repre- 
fented  to  thole  comrades  as  having 
fet  the  fame  example.  The  at-  - 
tempts  made  to  feduce  the  foldiery, 
hefaid,  were  notorious  ;  and  ftrorig 
fufpieion  lay,  that  the  like  attempts 
had  been  made  upon  the  failors  firfee 
the  melancholy  faeft  of  the  exiftence 
of  a  mutiny  had  been  proved  to 
that  houfe  5  and  it  was  well  known 
that  mutiny  was  not  of  native 
growth  among  our  feamen.  The 
knowledge  of  fuch  attempts,  as  to 
the  army,  was  fufficient  to  author 
rife  the  fuppofition  of  their  exiftence . 

with 
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with  regard  to  the  navy.  He  then 
fitated  the  infuffieiency  of  the  exift- 
ing  laws  to  punifh  the  offences  in 
queffion.  At  prefent,  he  laid,  to 
excite  a  foldier  to  defert  was  no 
more  than  a  , common  rnifdemean- 
,our;  but  furely,  when  that  incite¬ 
ment  was  made  with  an  intention 
to  create  mutiny  and  defertion  in 
order  to  deftroy  the  government,  it 
was  as  dangerous  as  the  worft  ipe- 
cies  of  treafon.  The  meafure  which 
he  fuggefted  was,  to  put  the  offence 
upon  the  footing  of  an  aggravated 
mifdemeanor,  and  leave  it  to  the 
difcretion  of  judges  to  punifh  it 
with  traniportation,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  was  provided  by  the  bill 
which  paffed  the  year  before,  for 
punifhing  fedition.  He  confidered 
the  offence,  however  heinous,  as  not 
fo  fpecific  as  treafon. 

Mr;  ferjeant  Adair  expreffed  his 
opinion,  that  the  puniihment  pro¬ 
pofed,  gnd  the  defcription  of  the 
offence,  were  extremely  inadequate; 
and  that  the  propofed  puniihment 
was  infufficient  to  prevent  fuch  prac- 
tices.  He  thought  that  tfie'title  of 
the  bill  fhould  be,'  u  for  the  more 
cffedual  preventing  and  punilhing 
of  attempt?  to  excite  mutiny  and 
fedition:”  and  if  fuch  was  termed 
the  offence,  to  inflict  fuch  punifh- 
ment  as  the  law  applied  in  capital 
cafes.  He  obje&ed  to  the  offence 
feeing  called  a  mifdemeanouf,  be¬ 
cause  he  conceived  that  no  punish¬ 
ment  which  could  be  inflicted  for  a 
mifdemeanour  would  be  adequate 
to  this  offence,  which  ought  to  be 
puniihed  with  death.  He  propofed 
that  the  defcription  of  the  offence 
fhould  be  felony,  in  which  cafe  it 
would  be  moft  eafy  and  expeditious 
with  refpe£t  to  the  trial ; v  and  if 
there  fhould  be  any  degree  of  doubt 
of  the  guilt  of  any  perfon,  the  laws 
applicable  to  felony  would  apply. 
Nothing,  in  his  mind,  but  the  im- 


preffion  of  the'  emergency  of  affairs 
could  have  induced  him  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  puniihment  of  death  for 
this  offence;  a  puiii  foment  which 
he  thought  was  already  too  much 
multiplied  in  the  liatute-books ;  anti 
he  wilhed  to  be  underftood;  even  in 
this  cafe,  that  the  aft  fhould  be  li¬ 
mited  as  to  its  duration.  J 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  . 
obferved,  that  he  would  have  the  de¬ 
fcription  of  the  bill  hate  the  general 
nature  of  it,  and  a  blank  left  for  the 
committee,  to  be  filled  up  with  the 
puniihment.  He  then  moved,  that  it 
be  read  a  firfi:  time,  which  was  car¬ 
ried  :  it  was  then  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 


whole  lioufe  for  the  next  day*.4 
On  that  day,  upon  the  motion 
that  the  Speaker  fhould  leave  the 
chair,  Mr.  Hobhoufe  obferved,  that 
he  would  not  objedt  to  the  bill,  if 
three  points  could  be  made  clear  tp 
the  houfe.  The  firft  was,  that  the 
mutiny  among  the  Teamen  did  not 
originate  from  themfelves,  but  arofe 
from  the  incitement  and-  fedudtion 
of  others ;  the  fecond,  that  the  law's, 
as  they  now  flood,  were  inadequate 
to  prevent  and  punilh  that  offence  j 
and  the  third,  that  the  bill  then  of¬ 
fered  would  anfwer  that  purpofe. 
He  believed  that  there  might"  be 
wicked  incendiaries  working  upon 
the  army  and  navy,  with  a  defign 
to  make  them  inftruments  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  ffate.  The  fadt 
of  hand-bills  being  diftributed  both 
in  tlie  country  and  in  the  metropolis 
inconteftibly  proved,  that  there  was 
a  band  of  emiffaries,  all  adtm^Trt 
concert  for  that  purpofe.  upon 
the  other  points  he  could  not  agre$ 
with  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer.  He  thought  the  exifting  iatv^ 
adequate  to  the  punifhment  of  the 
offenders,  were  they  to  be  put  in 
force.  The  common  law  preferibed 
fix  yv  *  '  imprifonment,  and  hand¬ 
ing 
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mg.  three  times  in  the  pillory :  this, 
he  fa  id,  ought  to  be  tried.  It  was 
generally  allowed,  that  exceffive  pu- 
nilhments  often  occafioned  impu¬ 
nity,  and  encouraged,  offenders  ; 
•whence  it  might  truly  be  faid,  that 
rigorous  penalties  promoted  crimes : 
he  therefore  conjured  the  houfe  not 
to  add  another  to  the  fevere  penal¬ 
ties  op  their  ftatute-books,  till  they 
were  convinced  of  the  inefficiency 
of  the  prefen  t  laws. 

.  Mr.  W.  Smith  coincided  with  the 
concluding  obfervations  of  Mr.  Hob- 
houfe,  and  thought  the  exiffing 
laws  fufficient. 

The  fpepker  having  left  the 
chair,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  propofed  fo  the  committee  to 
infert  thefe  words  :  “  Such  perfons 
ffiall  be  judged  guilty  of  felony,  and 
ffiall  fuffer  death  as  ip  cafes  of  fe¬ 
lony,  without  benefit  of  clergy.” 
If  the  committee  Should*  agree  to 
this,  he  ffiould  then  propofe  terlimit 
the  duration  of  the  bill  to  one  month 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
feffion  of  parliament.  He  concluded 
by  | moving  the  infertion  of  thefe 
words  :  “  maliciouily  and  advifedly 
to  commit  any  act  of  mutiny  or 
treafon,  or  to  make,  or  endeavour 
to  make,  any  mutinous  or  traitorous 
affemblies,  or  to  commit  any  muti¬ 
nous  or  traitorous  adh  whatever.” 

Mr.  Tierney  thought  the  exiffing 
laws  of  high  treafon  rendered  the 
bill  unneceffary ;  but  as  it  was  to  be 
in  force  only  for  a  few  months,  he 
ffiould  give  it  no  further  opposition. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  patTed,  item,  con. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer*  introduced  into 
the  commons  a ‘  bill  to  reftrain  the 
intercourfe  with  certain  ffiips,  then 
ffi  a  ftate  of  mutiny. 

Ob  the  5th  of  June,  when  it  was 
propofed  to  fill  up  the  penal  ciaufe, 
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and  to  enadt  tliat  the  puniffiment  for 
wilful  and  advifed  communication 
with  the  ffiips’  crews  declared  to  be 
in  a  ftate  of  mutiny,  ffiould  be  death, 
as  in  cafes  of  felony,  without  benefit 
of  clergy.  Mr.  Nichols  laid,  he 
thought  that  the  puniffiment  of 
death  would  in  l'ome  cafes  be  too 
fevere ;  and  that  making  it  a  mif- 
demeanour,  liable  to  tranl'portation, 
would  be  fufficient.  Mr.  feijeant 
Adair  faid,  that  the  penalty  was  only 
to  attach  to  thofe  who  ffiould  hold  in¬ 
tercourfe  and  communication  after 
the  publication  of  the  declaration 
that  the  men  were  in  a  ffate  of  mu¬ 
tiny,  and  of  the  prohibition  to  hold 
intercourfe  with  them :  the  provi¬ 
sions  in  the  bill  were  in  their  very 
nature  temporary,  and  ceafed  with 
the  caufes  by  which  they  were  pro¬ 
duced. 

Sir  Francis  Burdet  oppofed  the 
bill.  He  faid,  that  the  houfe  had 
but  the  affertion  of  minifters  that 
fuch  a  meafure  was  neceflary:  he 
thought  it  tended  to  put  the  feamen 
in  a  ftate  of  defperation ;  and  the 
mifchief  which  they  might  do  this 
country  in  that  ftate  was  dreadful. 
The  difcontent  was  not  confined  to 
the  feamen ;  there  was  much  of  it 
in  other  quarters  ;  and  it  was  vifible 
in  many  parts  of  this  country.  The 
very  ftrong  laws  which  were  made 
to  reprels  thefe  dilcontents,  or  ra¬ 
ther  the  expreffion  of  them,  were 
fymptoms  of  great  difeafe,  of  which 
there  was  a  caufe  very  different 
from  that  which  had  been  ftated. 
That  caufe  was  the  mifcondud  of 
adminiftration  for  a  long  time,  but 
particularly  for  the  laft  four  years, 
and  the  enormous  corruption  of  the 
executive  government:  thefe  Were 
the  rehl  caufes  pf  the  evil.  The 
bill,  however,  was  paffed  throucrft 
all  its  ftages  on  the  fame  day.  .  ■  °  •, 
On  the  6th  of  June  the  two  bills 

relative 
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relative  to  the  mutiny  were  intro-  through  all  their  feveral  ftages,  and 
duced  into  the  houie  of  lords,  and,  received  the  royal  affent  by  com- 
witli  very  little  debate,  were  carried  million  on  that  day. 


C  H  A  P.  V. 

Critical  Situation  erf  the.  Sank  of  England .  Extraordinary  ^  Demand  for 

Specie.  Order  of  Council  prohibiting  the  Iff  lie  of  any  more  Specie  from  the 
Bank.  Suppojed  Caufes  of  the  Run  on  the  Rank;  &nd  of  iff '  Incapacity-  fop 
anhvering  the  Demands  Miff  age  from  his  Majeflyio  both  'Houfes  of  Pdy 

liainent,  "relative  to  the  Order  of  Council .  Debates  in  the  '  Houffpf  Lords 
an  that  Communication.  Debates  in  the  faiiib  Houfefon  his  Majefiy  sMffp 
fage.  Committee  appointed  to  impair e  Into  the  Affairs]  of  the  Batik.  " " tom* . 
"tnktee  to  inquire  into  the  Elec effiy  for  the  Order  of  Council  Rfprt  pf  the. 
Committee.  Debate's  on  the  Subjcdl.  Refohitions  prppofed  by  thf  Dfike  pf 
Bedford  negatived.  Debates  in  the  Ifoufe  of  Commons  on  his  Mayfly  s. 
Mffage.  '  Committee  appointed  by  the  Commons  for  an  Inquiry  Bito  the  Afl 
fairs  of  the  Bank.  Motion  by  Mr.  Fox  to  inquire  into  the'  Caufes  ofthf 
Order  of  Council  negatived.  Bill  to  enable  the  Bank,  to  iffue  fnfall '  Notbf 
Jiepdrt  of  the  Secret  Committee  oil'  the  Bank.  Commit  tee  revived.  qmaVy 

Note  Rill,  for  accommodating  Traders  and  Manufafturers.  Motion .  by. 
Mr.  Sheridan  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Bank.  Bank  Indemnity  Bill.  BeflexiXns, 

.ued'  $4,  U.hft 

rated ;  and  its  importance,  id  every’ 
point  of  view,  was  magnified  by 'the 
operations  of  fancy  on  the  bpfis  of 
ignorance.  y  ;V  V:.r 

The  year  1797,  which  has  been; 
more  productive  of  political  wonders 
than  any  given  pefidd  dll  ring  the. 
prefent  century,  has  added  this  tb 
the  number,  that  the  Bank  of 
England  has  failed  to  fulfil  its  ear*' 
gagements,  and  yet  public  Credit, 
has  remained  unlhakeiy.  ‘  At  tlle^ 
lame  time  the  veil  of  *  mlfilery . 
which  concealed  its  proceedings 1 
from  the  public  is  rent  i'n  piCeesy  its" 
powers  and  its  Conipetehcy  areCfipw 
no  longer  fecret ;  add  that/Cbrf'fiL 
dence  which  before  refit  d  on  an  _ 
ideal  balls,  is  now  flip  ported  by  le- . 
giflative  faiietion,  and  by  a  deye- 
lopement  of  the  affairs  of  this  sfiegi  * 
monied  corporation. 

The  rife  and  prbgrefs  of  paper  -  _ 
currency  and  of  banks  of  depoiit  ~i'n  * 
Europe  is  a  fubject  deeply  intereft- 

ing 


an  the  prefent  State  oj  the  Bank. 

T  "^T  7  HI  LE  the  tranquillity  of  the 
V  V  nation  was  difiurbed,  and  its ' 
exifience  endangered  by  the  mutinous 
difpofition  of  its  mofi  effective  de¬ 
fenders,  an  evil  which  at  firft  ap¬ 
peared  of  lcarcely  inferior  magni¬ 
tude,  threatened  at  once  to  over¬ 
whelm  its .  financial  arrangements, 
and  to  bury  in  one  prodigious  ruin 
the  pecuniary  refources,  and  even 
the  commerce,  of  the  country.  By 
the  continued  fan  ft  ion  of  public  opi¬ 
nion,  the  bank  of  England  had 
been  long  conlidered  as  the  palla¬ 
dium  of  Britain  5  and  the  confi¬ 
dence  which  was  'attached  to  this 
-object'  of  national  veneration  ap¬ 
proached,  it  mufi  be  con fd Ted,  to 
the  nature  of  idolatry.  Like  other 

.  *4  • 

popular  lu  perditions,  its  proceedings 
were  enveloped  in  my  fiery  ;  its  ex¬ 
ifience  was  connected  in  idea  with 
the  exifience  ofi the  ftat'e  ;  its  iriiiu- 
ence  on  the  commercial  profperitv 
cl  the  country  p^as  highly  exagge- 
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ing  to  the  politician ;  but  it  has  ne¬ 
ver  been  treated  with  that  accuracy 
of  refearch,  and  that  freedom  of  in¬ 
quiry  which  its  importance  defer ves. 
If  we  are  not  mittaken,  the  bank  of 
Venice  is  the  oldeft  of  thefe  infiitu- 
tions  3  for  it  was  eftabliihed  fo  early 
as  the  twelfth  century,  by  an  act  of 
the  hate,  as  a  general  depofit  or  trea¬ 
sury.  for  all  the  merchants  and  traders 
of  that  op.ulentand  commercial  city. 
The  banks  of  Genoa,  Hamburgh, 
Nuremberg,  and  Amiterdam,  were 
sill,  we  apprehend,  of  a  date  conti- 
, durably  anterior  to  that  oi  the  bank 
of'  England  3.  blit  that  of  Amiter¬ 
dam,  which  w  as  eltabliihed  in  1  hot), 
..was  the  moll  important  of  them  all, 
and  its  circulation  the  moil  exten- 
iive.  Its  object  was  to  counteract 
the  abufes  anting  from  the  clipping 
and  diimnithing  of  the  various  coins 
which  were  then  current  in  Holland. 
It  therefore  received  both  the  light 
foreign  coin,  and  the  diminiflied 
coin  of  the  country.,  at  its  real  and 
in trin  lie  value  in  good,  ilandard  mo¬ 
ney,  deducting  only  the  hum  necef-. 
lary  for  its  recoinage ;  and  for  the 
fum  depofited  after  this  deduction  a 
credit  was  opened  with  the  proprie¬ 
tor  in  the  books  pf  the,  bank,  and 
the  revenues  of  the  city  of  Amfter- 
dam  were  made  refponhble  lor  the 
amount.  The  bills  ol  credit  upon 
the  bank  thus  came  to  be  diftinguiih- 
ed  by  the  name  of  bank  money  3  and 
effectually  to  remedy  the  evils  ant¬ 
ing  irom  the  defacing  of  the  coin,  it 
Was  enacted,  that  all  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  of  the  value  of  600  gilders 
or  upwards  were  to  be  paid  in  bank 
mouev 3  which,  as  it  repreiented  mo 
qey" exaCtly  according  to  the  iland¬ 
ard,  was.  always  at  par,  or  of  equal 
value  with,  good  Ilandard  currency. 
Certain  other  obje.Cts  of  no  inconli- 
derabl e  moment  to  commercial  men 
were  achieved  by  means  of  this  e- 

y 

ftablifhmcnt.  The  money  thus  de. 


poll  ted  was  fecure  from  fire,  robbery, 
and  other  accidents  3  and  large  turns 
could  be  paid  by  a  fimple  transfer, 
without  the  trouble  of  count  ing,  01* 
theritk  of  counterfeit  coin. 

In  England,  after  the  fatal  con- 
lefts  between  the  houfes  of  York  and 
Lancaster  were  compofed,  the  opu¬ 
lent  citizens  were  accuftomed  to  de¬ 
posit  their  gold  and  iilver  in  the  royal 
mint,  as  a  place  of  fafety,  whence, 
they  occasionally  drew  fupplies  of 
current  coin,  as  their  neceilities  re¬ 
quired  3  but  when  the  unfortunate 
Charles  I.  lei  zed  the  bullion  in  tins 
Tower,  in  the  year  1040,  this  fanc- 
tuary  was  violated,  and  all  confi¬ 
dence  in  tiie  government  was  at  an 
end.  J11  the/courfe  of  the  civil  war, 
that  unnatural  irate  of  commotion, 
which  corrupts  and  .  depraves  even 
the  belt  of  the. human  race,  render¬ 
ed  j  t  unfair  to  the  merchants,  and 
traders  to  trull  their  clerks,  or  ap¬ 
prentices,  with  the  charge  of  their 
treafure  3  and  about  the  year  H>45 
they  began  tint  to  lodge  their  mo¬ 
ney  in  the-  hands  of  certain  gold- 
fmiths,  who  undertook  to  be  an- 
fwerable  for  their,  payments  upon 
drafts,  under  the  lignature  of  the 
refpectiye  principals  :  and  this  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  iirit  eftablifliment  of 
regular  banks  in  tire  city  of  London. 

The  inftitution  of  a  bank  upon 
more  extent! ve  and  liberal  princi¬ 
ples  was  projected  by  fome  mer¬ 
chants  and  traders  of  the  city  of 
London,  foon  after  the  revolution, 
and  was  countenanced  by  the  court 
and  miniftry  3  and  though,  as  biihop 
Burnet  informs  us,  the  oppofition 
to  its  efiabliilmient  was  confiderabie, 
an  act  was  neverthelefs  paffed  in 
1693  for  it.?  incorporation,  under  the 
name  of  the  Governors  and  Co.  of 
the  Bank  of  England.  The  efta- 
•  blilhmeiit  was  formed  partly  on  the 
conttitution  of  the  bank  of  Amfter- 
dam,  and  partly  on  the  pradice  of 

the 
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the  private  bankers  in  England.  It 
was  an  immenfe  trading  company, 
which  dealt  in  bullion,  difcounted 
bills  of  exchange,  advanced  money 
onfecurity  to  individuals,  and  occa- 
fi on  ally  to  the  government.-^-Its  ad¬ 
vances  to  the  latter  became  at  length 
fo  confiderable,  as  to  abforb  the 
whole  capital  with  occaiional  aug¬ 
mentations,  as  will  appear  from  the 
enfuing  debates.  Its  connexion  with 
the  government,  and  the  advances  of 
money  to  the  fupport  of  every  war, 
rendered  it  the  policy  of  the  mini- 
fters,  as  well  as  of  the  bank  directors, 
to  involve  ih  myftery  as  much  as 
poflible  its  proceedings.  Some  Spi¬ 
rited,  and,  we  muft  add,  patriotic  ef¬ 
forts  were,  however,  made  by  the 
late  alderman  Pickett,  to  oblige  the 
dire&ors  to  lay  their  accounts,  an¬ 
nually,  before  the  public ;  and  we 
muft  remark  (fo  eftential  is  publi¬ 
city  to  the  welfare  of  every  nation¬ 
al  inftitution)  that  if  his  applica- 
tions  had  been  fuccefsful,  the  bank 
would  probably  never  have  expe¬ 
rienced  the  Ihock  which  we  have 
now  to  record. 

Irt  the  Courfe  of  the  prefent  war, 
the  remittances  to  the  emperor  and 
other  foreign  powers  preffed  fo  hea¬ 
vily  on  the  bank  of  England,  that, 
fo  early  as  the.  month  of  January 
1795,  the  court  of  directors  inform¬ 
ed  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
that  it  was  their  with,  “  that  he 
would  arrange  his  finances  for  the 
year  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  de¬ 
fend  on  any  further  affiance  from 
them Thefe  remonftrances  were 
renewed  in  the  months  of  April  and 
July,  in  the  fame  year  5  and  on  the 
8th  of  October  following,  they 
fent  a  written  paper  to  the  minifter, 
which  concluded  by  ftating  u  the 
abfolute  neceflity,  which  they  con¬ 
ceive  to  exift,  for  diminiiliing  the 
fum  of  their  prefent  advances  to  go¬ 
vernment)  the  la  ft  having  been 
granted  with  great  reludance  on 
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their  part,  on  his  pr effing  foVicitaliaris  ** 
In  an  interview  with  the  chancellor; 
of  the  exchequer,  which  took  place 
on  the  23  d  of  the  fame  month,  on 

2  w  -  ' 

the  loans  to  the  emperof  being  men¬ 
tioned,  the  governor  a flured  Mr. 
Pitt,  “  that  another  loan  of  that  fort- 
would  go  nigh  t@  ruin  the  country  ^ 
and  on  the  9th  of  February  1797* 
the  dire&ors  ordered  the  governor 
to  inform  the  minifter,  “  tha  t  un¬ 
der  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  bank’s 
advances  to  government  here,  to  a- 
gree  with  his  requeft  of  making  a 
farther  advance  of  1,500,000/.  as 
a  loan  to  Ireland,  Would  threaten 
ruin  to  the  hank,  and  moft  probably 
bring  the  diredtors  to  Jhut  up  their 
doors” 

With  this  caufe,  another  is  fup- 
pofed  by  forrie  to  brave  powerfully 
co-operated  to  the  late  event,  and 
that  was  the  dread  of  an  invafion. 
Which  had  in  diked  the  farmers  and  • 
others  refident  in  the  parts  diftaptjy 
from  the  metropolis,  to.  withdraw 
their  money  from  the  hands  cf  thofe^ 
-bankers  with  whom  it  was  depofit-  - 
ed ;  The  run ,  therefore 
in  the  technical  language  of  the  mo¬ 
ney-market),  commenced  upon  the  .. 
country  banks,  and  the  demand  for 
fpecie  fooii  reached  the TnetropoCs^aj 
In  this  alarming  ftate  the  miniftry 
thought  themfelves  compelled  to  in- ,  • 
terfere,  and  an  order  of  the  privy 
council  was  ifiued  on  the  26th  of 
February,  prohibiting  the  directors  ay 
of  the  bank  from  “  ifiuing  apycafii  * 
in  payment  till  the  fenfe  of  par-lia-^ 
ment  can  be  taken  on  that  fiibje$:, 
and  the  proper  meafures  adopted 
thereupon  for  maintaining  the  means.'  y 
of  circulation,  and  fupporting  the0£i 
public  and  commercial  credit  ox  the  J 
kingdom  at  this  important  conjuner-.-iff 

tUre.”  ,  -  ryr  f  \  f  h  ' 

As  the  parliament  was  fortunate- 
ly  fitting  at  this  Critical  moment,  no 
time  was  to  be  loft  in  laying  mefe 
proceedings  before  it.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing 
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lowing  day,  therefore,  the  27th  of 
February,  a  meffage  was  delivered 
from  his  majefty  to  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  hating,  “  That  an  un- 
Ufual  demand  of  fpecie  having  been 
made  from  different  parts  of  the 
country  on  the  metropolis,  it  had 
been  found  neceffary  to  make  an  or¬ 
der  of  council  to  the  dlre&ors  of  the 
bank,  prohibiting  the  iffuing  of  any 
cafh  in  payment  till  the  fenfe  of 
parliament  could  be  taken  on  the 
fubject.  The  order  of  council  was 
read  along  with  his  majefty ’s  mef- 
pge  j  and  lord  Grenville,  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  role  to  move,  “that 
the  communication  from  his  majefty 
fhould!'  be  taken  into  conftderation 
on  the  following  day.” 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  obferved, 
that  as  the  meffage  was  Id  foonfe  o  be 
taken  into  conftderation,  he  ftiould 
not  then  enter  much  into  the.  fub- 
je6t.  The  caufe  in  which  the  or-, 
der  originated  muft  have  given ,  fe- 
rious  alarm  to  their  lordfliips  and  the 
public.  The  bank  was  ordered,  tp 
refufe  payment  of  their  own  bills,  in 
the  pollbftion  of  individuals,,  who 
Conlidered  them  as  property. 

His  grace  thought  that  the  defpe- 
fate  exigency  to  which  minifters  had 
driven  the  country,  was  owing  to 
the  exportation  of  fpecie  to  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Germany  and  our  other  al¬ 
lies  upon  the  continent  3  and  on  this 
acpdunt  he  moved,  tliat  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
to  prevent  the  further  exportation  of 
fpebie,  Until  the  fenfeof  parliament 
be  taken  on  that  fubjedt. 

Tord  Grenville  faid,  as  their  lord- 
mips  had  determined  not  to  take  the 
fubjedt  into  conftderation  till  the 
next  day,  he  did  not  with  to  difcufs 
it,  as  neither  he  nor  the  houfe  were 
prepared  for  it. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  on  the  con¬ 
trary  urged  the  necefffty  of  deciding 
Upcfq  it  that  day. 


The  earl  of  Guildford  faid,  he  did 
not  rife  with  any  intention  to  difcufe 
this  fubj  eft,  as  it  Was  determined  for 
the  next  day,  though  he  tiiought  it 
required  immediate  Conftderation. 
His  lordfhip  added,  that,  conftder- 
ing  the  glaring  incapacity  and  ill 
condudtof  his  majefty’s  minifters  in 
the  courfe  of  the  war,  he  thought 
fome  ftrong  meafure  ftiould  be  a- 
dopted  for  the  fupport  of  public  cre¬ 
dit.  He  contended,  that  minifters 
ought  to  have  been  aware  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  to  which  they  had  reduced 
the  country,  and  not  have  fuffc^ed 
themfelves  to  be  taken  by  iurprftb, 
and  driven,  as  it  were,  to  a  ftep  lb 
alarming  as  to  require  the  bank  to 
flop  payment  of  their  own  notes. 

His  lord  ft  lip  faid,  it  was  very  ex¬ 
traordinary,  that  the  i  m  pul  fe  ihould 
be  jo  hidden,  as  to  caufe  fuch  a  vio¬ 
lent  raeafure  to  be  adopted,  without 
confultiiig  parliament,  Parliament 
had  been  lifting  die  whole  of  the  laft 
fortnight,  and  not  a  ftngle  word  had 
been  dropt  on  the  fubjeft.  Not 
being  aware  of  the  reafons  which 
prompted  minifters  on  a  fudden  to 
adopt  a  meafure  fo  extraordinary,  he 
could  not  argue  on  its  expediency  or 
its  neceftity ;  but  \thought  the  con¬ 
duct  ot  his  majefty’s,  minifters  gave 
roorh  for  lufpicion,  arid  rendered  his 
noble  friend’s  motion  |iighly  proper. 

Lord  Romney  remarked,  that  in 
the  prefent  momentous  fttuation  of 
the  country,  every  thing  which  had 
the  appearance  of  fufpicion  ought  to 
be  removed,  as  it  mnft  have  a  dam 
gerous  tendency  without  doors.  The 
words  “  extraordinary  and  illegal.,* * 
which  were  iri  his  noble  friend’s 
motion,  he  obferved,  amounted  to 
a  very  ftrong  inftnuation  that  the 
neceffary  ftep  to  be  taken,  was  occa- 
lioned  by  the  mifcondu6t  of  mini¬ 
fters.  His  lordlhip  faid,  if  there 
were  any. ground  for  fuch  an  inftriu- 
atiou,  no  man  would  be  more  eager 

than 
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than  himfelf  to  reprobate  it  in  the 
ftroiigelt  terms.  He  though  when¬ 
ever  this  fubject  fh  on  Id  berdiff  culled, 
that  nothing  relative  to  the  in  juft  ice 
or  ill  conduct  of  the  war  ought  to  be 
alluded  to,  as  it  might  make  an  im- 
preflion  on  the  public  mind. 

The  earl  o  1  Guildford  faid,  that 
the  words  (i  extraordinary  and  ille¬ 
gal”  being  offcnfive,  be  made  no 
doubt  but  the  noble  duke  would 
readily  ftrike  them  out,  as  he  held 
under  the  prefen t  circumftances  the 
witholding  of  fpecie  from  foreign 
powers  an  indilpeniable  meat u re. 

The  duke 7 of  Grafton  urged  the 
neceftity  of  acceding  to  the  motion, 
as  the  refufal  of  the  houfe  would 
have  an  evil  tendency  with  the  pub¬ 
lic  at  large.  He  thought  they 
fhould  allure  the  nation,  that  no 
more  fpecie  would  he  exported  out 
of  the  kingdom  till  thefenfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment  fhould  be  taken  upon  it  5  and 
contended,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
noble  fecretary  to  ftate  upon  what 
grounds  the  prefent  meafnre  had 
been  adopted.  He  approved  of  the 
words  f<  extraordinary  and  illegal,” 
from  a  conviction  that  they  were 
applicable  and  merited  attention. 

X  Lord  Grenville  laid,  as  the  fub- 
jeCt  was  to  be  di feuded  the  next 
day,  he  had  np  right  to  be  called  on 
for  an  explanation.  His  lordlhip 
argued,  that  the  bank  were  not 
obliged  to  obey  the  order  of  council, 
though  he  could  make  it  appear  they 
acted  highly  proper  for  themfelves 
and  the  public.  He  was  ready,  he 
faid,  to  prove,  that  tranfmitting  mo¬ 
ney  to  fupport  our  allies  was  ftriCtly 
neceffary,  aud  attended  with  the 
mo  ft  lalutary  effeCts  to  the  country. 
He  allured  the  houfe  he  would  Cer¬ 
tainly  vote  againft  the  prefent.  mo¬ 
tion,  as  it  tended  to  convey  an  ind- 
nuation  againft  minifters,  and  to  de¬ 
cide,  111  an  indirect,  way,  part  of  a 


very  important  fubject  before  ill# 
whole  was  coni idered. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  replied,  4 
that  neither  he  nor  the  noble  duke 
meant  to  fay  any  tiling  at  prefent  on  • 
the  fums  already  lent  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  ;  but,  as  the  bank-  were  ordered  ■ 
to  ftop  payment,  he  thought  if  ini- 
poftible  tqjuftify  the  fending  of  fpeci*  /' 
from  the  country,  and  at  the  fame  g 
time  withhold  it  from  thofe  who  j 
have  an  undoubted  claim  on  their 
own  property. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  rofe  to  no-  9 
tice  the  ob]eCtionable  words  contain- 
ed.  in  his  motion,  viz.  “  extraordi-  J 
naryand  illegal,”  which  bethought  y 
ftriCtly  applicable  to  the  order  of  ; 
council;  but  had  he  fuppei^ll^hifc  J 
motion  would  have  met  with  a  more  . 
favourable  reception  without  them,, 
they  certainly  ihould  not  have  been  g 
inferted .  His  grace  obferved,  that 
he  mull  take  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe; 
on  the  whole  of  his  motion.  That 
the  order  of  council  was  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  illegal  no  perfon  could  de¬ 
ny,  lince  it  required  the  bank  not  trt  , 
pay  money  to  thole  individuals  who 
prefen  ted  their  notes.  It  had  been 
remarked,  that  the  order  of  council  ; 
was  not  binding  upon  the  bank. 
His  grace  could  not  tell  what  was  the 
extent  of  its  juril'diCtion ;  however, 
it  certainly  was  an  high  conlfituted  •’ 
authority,  and  muft  produce  great 
effeCt  on  thole  to  whom  its  orders 
were  directed.  His  grace  concluded 
by  aiking  the  noble  lord  one  quel- 
tion :  Was  it  intended  to  fend  money 
to  the  emperor  of  Germany  ? 

The  duke  of  Grafton  obferved,  ' 
that  anfwering  this  queftiort,  and 
alluring  the  houfe  that  no  fnclr  thing  y 
was  intended,  mult. give  the  great- - 
eft  fatisfaClion  to  the  country  *  and 
it  would  not  then  be  neceffhry  topreis 
his  noble  friend’s  motion  to  a  dm  : 

viliou.  ‘ '  " 
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Lord  Grenville  replied,  he  would 
pot  difcufs  that  day  the  fubjeef 
\yhich  was  to  be  taken  into  eonlj- 
deration  the  next. 

The  earl  of  Moira  rofe,  and  de¬ 
clared  he  thought  an  aniVer  ought 
to  have  been  giyeq  by  the  noble 
fecretary  of  fate.  He  was  afraid, 
that,  in  coqfequence  of  the  refufal 
t6  anfwer  on  this  fubject,  a  fufpi- 
cion  might  go  abroad  that  mini  tiers 
did  mean  direftly  to  lend  fperie  out 
of  the  kingdom;  when  they  had 
taken  a  meafure  to  withhold  it  from 
its  right  owners.  However,  free  as 
his  mind  was  from  fufpicion,  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  more  the  at  Fairs  of  the 
bank  were  inquired  into,  the  more 
fubftantjal  their  affluence  would  be 
Found.  He  concluded  by  voting 
with  the  noble  duke.  The  queftion 
being  put,  the  houle  divided. 
Contents  -■  5 

Non  contents  ?  -  34 

Majority  -  -  -  29 

On  the  28th  of  February,  the  or¬ 
der  for  takiqg  his  majefty’s  melfage 
into  conlideration  having  been  read, 
and  afterwards  the  melfage,  lord 
prenville  rofe  to  explain  the  nature 
of  the  motions  relative  to  his  ma- 
iefty's  melfage,  and  ohferved,  he 
Ihould  not  have  occqfion  to  go 
much  into  detail  as  to  the  cauies 
which  had  induced  the  board  of 
council  to  ilfue  that  order  referred 
to  in  the  melfage.  Their  lordihips 
were  fummoned  to 'take  into  conli- 
3eration,  under  the  exigency  of  the 
times,  the  meafure  which  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minilters  had  thought  proper 
to  adopt,  and  which,  he  trotted, 
after  a  dueconlideration,  they  would 
approve.  His  lord fh ip  oblerved, 
that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  the 
preceding  day,  fome  noble  lords 
bad  treated  the  order  of  council 
with  great  afperity;  though,  he 
thought,  the  fubjedt  ought  to  bedif* 
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culfed  with  deliberation  and  can* 
dopr.  Notwithftanding  the  ill- 
founded  alarm,  he  was  perfuaded 
the  relonrces  of  the  country  were 
in  a  molt  flourilhiqg  Irate,  and,  he 
contended,  that  the  prefen  t  mea¬ 
fure  was  only  of  a 'temporary  na¬ 
ture.  His  lordlhip  avoided  going 
into  a  detail,  as  all  parliamentary 
proceedings  affedting  the  public 
purfe,  \yere  conlidered  as  falling 
more  immediately  within  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  other  houle.  He 
Ihould,  therefore,  recommend  to 
their  lordihips  to  wait  till  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
pame  before  them.  He,  however, 
informed  the  houfe,  he  had  two 
motions  for  their  conlideration, 
the  hrft,  “  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  to  return 
thanks  for  his  gracious  communi¬ 
cation,  and  to  a  If ure  his  ngajefty, 
he  might  rely  with  the  utmolt  con¬ 
fidence  on  the  wifdom  of  pa  rl  la¬ 
ment,  to  call  forth,  in  cafe  of  ne- 
ceffity,  the  extenfive  rciources  of 
the  kingdom.” 

His  other  motion  was  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee  of  nine 
lords  to  examine  and  report  on  the 
out  handing  demands  againft  the 
bank,  and  the  fate  of  the  funds  to 
difeharge  the  fame,  and  alto,  to  in¬ 
quire  the  caufe  that  rendered  the 
order  of  council  neceffaiy  ;  and  he 
made  no  doubt  but  the  refill  t  of  thq 
inquiry  would  give  their  lordihips, 
as  well  as  the  country,  the  mo  It 
convincing  proof  that  the  bank  was 
in  a  ftate  of  affluence.  His  lord- 
fhipobferved,  that  in  an  inveltigation 
into  lo  delicate  a  matter  as  the 
concerns  of  the  bank  of  England], 
the  utmolt  iecrecy  and  caution 
were  neceffary,  as  the  interelts  of 
every  individual  were  deeply  im¬ 
plicated,  and  a  difclofure  would  bp 
attended  with  dangerous  epafe- 
quences.  He  therefore  proppfeds 
1.  '  that 
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that  the  committee  thould  be  feled 
and  fecret.  Having  thus  explained 
the  nature  of  his  motions,  he  would 
not  trouble  the  houfe  with  any  far¬ 
ther  obfervations. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  fupported 
the  addrefs,  and  hoped  it  would 
pafs  nemine  d'ljfentiente ;  butwilhed  it 
had  not  come  before  the  houfe  fo 
fuddenly,  as  it  was  almoft  impotli- 
hle  to  form  an  opinion  refpeding  it. 
The  noble  fecretary  of  hate  had  fa  id 
fomething,  to  fhew  that  his  ma- 
jefty’s  mini  tiers  were  driven  to  this 
meafure  by  imperious  necefkty. 
His  grace  made  feme  pertinent  re¬ 
marks  on  the  condud  of  mini  tiers  in 
adopting  to  milerable  an  expedient} 
and  faid  they  had  gone  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  length  of  a  meat u re,  founded 
in  an  atfumption  of  power  upkndwn 
to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the 
country.  Mini  tiers  being  aware  of 
this,  would  be  obliged  to  have  le- 
courfe  to  a  bill  of  indemnity  to  lega- 
lize  their  condud.  For  unlefs  this  ad 
could  be  obtained,  the  bank-direc¬ 
tors  were  liable  to  an  adion  from 
every  individual  to  whom  they  re- 
fuled  payment. 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  undoubtedly, 
his  roajefiy’s  remitters  had  under¬ 
taken  a  very  arduous  refpontibility  ; 
they  had  adopted  the  meafure  which 
the  order  of  council  contained,  on 
the  ground  of  ftate-necetlity,  though 
the  bank  were  not  hound  to  obey 
that  order.  With  regard  to  the 
'  bill  of  indemnity,  it  would  be  for 
their  lordthips,  after  the  whole  of 
the  fupjed  had  been  contidered,  to 
decide  whether  the  bill  of  indemni¬ 
ty  was  necelfary  or  not.  His  lord- 
th  ip  ad  mi  ted,  that  the  meafure 
could  not  bejuftified  by  the  ttrid 
letter  of  the  law  but  thought  it  the 
duty  of  min  lb  rs  to  coiitider  the  in 
terefts  of  the  public,  and  not  to 
betid  te  in  adopting  a  meafure 
y/liich  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  re- 
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The  earl  of  Guildford  thought  an 
ad  of  iudemnity  abfolutely  necelfa- 
ry,  at  lead;  for  the  diredors  of  tlie 
bank  and  their  clerks,  who  mult 
ad  illegally,  and  be  liable  to  adions. 
His  lordfhip  then  adverted  to  thp 
fpeech  of  the  noble  fecretary,  in 
the  opening  qf- which,  he  faid,  fome 
of  the  noble  lords  had  been  difpofed, 
in  the  preceding  day’s  debate,  to 
treat  the  meafure  harihly  and  with 
afperity ;  for  his  part  he  could  not 
recal  a  tingle  word  he  had  uttered 
on  that  fubjed ;  he  had  forborne  tp. 
give  his  opinion  till  he  heard  more 
of  the  reafons  on  which  it  was 
grounded.  His  lordfhip  faid,  he 
had  no  objedion  to  the  tuft  motion 
relative  to  the  addrefs.  With  re- 
iped  to  the  fecond,  there  Were  parts 
of  the  inquiry  which  by  no  means  re¬ 
quired  fecrecy ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
ought  to  be  made  as  public  as  potfi- 
ble.  His  lordihip  had  a  throng  ob- 
jedion  to  the  committee  being  a 
ferret  one,  as  it  was  a  mode  ol 
fmuggling  bufinefs  through  the 
houfe,  and  giving  up  the  power  ol 
judging  to  nine  individuals,  how¬ 
ever  refpedable  they  might  be.  B 
the  bank  were  in  fuch  a  flqurithing 
ft  ate  as  it  was  reprefented,  it  ought 
to  be  laid  before  the  public,  to  re- 
mo\e  all  ground  of  fufpicion.  •t 
The  earl  of  Liverpool  approve! 
of  a  fecret  committee,  where  fubjed 
of  a  delicate  nature  were  t£  be  in 
veltigated.  His  lordtliip  faw  n< 
ground  for  the  noble  earl’s  objec 
tion,  as  the  committee  would  mak 
their  report  to  the  houfe,  and  tliei 
lordthips  might  determine  upon  i 
as  they  thought  proper.  . 

The  duke  of  Grafton  could  nr 
accede  to  the  arguments  of  the  nr 
ble  earl  relative  t;o  a  fecret  con 
mittee.  as  the  idea  of  fecrecy  con 
veyed  fomething  difagreeahle 
fufpicious^  He  thought  the  tubje* 
ought  to  come  openly  before  tli 
houfe,  that  they  might  act  upon 
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fs  their  wifdom  and  judgment 
bought  proper ;  which  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  could  not  fail  of  giving  the 
ltmoft  fatisfadtion  without  doors, 
lis  grace  declared,  he  concurred 
ntirely  .with  what  the  noble  earl 
lad  faid  refpedting  a  bill  of  inde ni¬ 
fty  ;  he  thought  it  the  wife  ft:  way 
lat  minifters  could  adopt,  to  preferve 
he  law  and  conflitution,  which  he 
onftdered.  as  violated. 

Lord  Grenville  reprobated  the 
lea  of  an  open  committee  relative 
i  the  concerns  of  the  bank,  as 
ighly  improper,  and  highly  impo- 
tic  :  neither  could  he  fuppofe,  that 
y  mftrudting  the  committee  in  the 
lanner  mentioned  in  the  motion, 
te  power  of  the  ko.ufe  was  taken 
tvay.  -• 

His  lordlhip  obferved,  when  the 
immittee  made  their  report,  it 
ould  of  courfe  be  fubjeet  to  the 
moderation  and  difcuffion  of  the 
mfe,  who  won  Id  exercife  their 
dgment  upon  it.  With  refpect  to 
bill  of  indemnity,  he  did  not  fay 
tere  were  not  grounds  for  fucli  a 
eafure,  though  the  bank  were  not 
gaily  obliged  to  a6t  upon  the  re- 
lifiticn  contained  in  the  order  of 
mncil. 

His  lordlhip  concluded  by  fay- 
g,  he  had  not  the  lead  objeftion 
>  an  a6t  of  indemnity.  sHe  ob- 
rved,  however,  that  as  there  was 
)  difference  with  refpedt  to  the  firit 
otion,  the  houfe  had  better  de- 
ae  the  queltion  upon  the  addrefs.  ' 
The  queltion  being  put,  the  ad- 
'efs  was  agreed  to  nevnne  dijfen- 
nte. 

The  motion  for  a  fecret  coromit- 
e  was  then  made  by  lord  Gren- 
Ue,  and  read  by  the  lord  chancel- 
%■  ■  .  :  .<•  •«  v  . 
The  earl  of  Guildford  rofe,  and 
newed.his  objections,  and  remark- 
L  that  the  words,  “  Confirmation 
•d  continuance  of  the  meaiure,” 


contained  in  the  motion,  wanted 
fome  explanation.  If  it  was  to 
continue  the  ftoppage  of  payment, 
it  certainly  would  ruin  public  cre¬ 
dit.. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  Itated  fe- 
veral  objections  a  gain  ft:  the  appoint¬ 
ing  of  a  fecret  committee.  He  thought 
that  a  lubject  of  fo  much  import¬ 
ance  could  not  be  ma  le  too  public  \ 
as  its  publicity  tended  to  elucidate 
the  lolidity  of  the  bank.  His  grace 
laid,  before  he  fat  down,  he  fhould 
move  to  leave  out  all  that  part  of 
the  motion,  relative  to  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  reporting  their  opinion, 
upon  the  continuance  of  the  mea-? 
lure.  With  relpebt  to  its  expedi¬ 
ency  he  could  fay  nothing.  But 
conlidering  the  ill  conduct  of  mi¬ 
ni  hers  throughout  the  war,  and  the 
alarming  ftate  to  which  they  had 
reduced  the  country,  he  thought  it 
not  improbable  that  the  m eafure 
was  indifpenfably  liecelfary.  His 
grace  remarked,  that  when  he  read 
the  order  of  council,  he  was  alto- 
milled  to  find  that  the  unufiaal  de¬ 
mand  of  fpecie  was  imputed  to  ill- 
j minded  and  exaggerated  aPfrehen- 
forts  of  individuals,  thou gh  mm ifers _ 
t'hemf elves  had  been  the  caufe  of  raf- 
mg  them.  His  grace  reprobated  the 
conduct  of  min  liters  in  the  molt 
pointed  language,  and  contended 
that  they  had  done  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  difgrace-  the  Britifh 
character,  and  reduce  the 'country  to 
a  ftate  of  rain.  T  .  e  then  adverted  to 
a  number  of  inftances  to  prove  the 
careleffnefs  and  imttenticjri  of  ini- 
ni ftersV  He  alluded  to  the*  im  afton 
of  Ireland,  and  faid  had  cot  the 
elements  interfered,  and  obliged 
them  to  retire,  the  enemy  world 
have  done  there  incalculable  mis¬ 
chief.  The  duke  alio  made  home 
remarks  on  the  difembarkation  or 
the  enemy  in  Wales  ;  and,  after  en¬ 
larging  upon  thefe  topics,  and  in- 
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Bulging  in  a  variety  of  reAcTions 
on  miniflers,  in  whom  the  houfe 
(he  faid)  had  been  m  the  habit  ot 
placing  implicit  confidence,  he 
returned  to  a  confederation  ot  the 
motion  before  the  houfe,  and  was 
aftoniffied  that  any  individual  thould 
'  determine  a  national  cOnfideration 
of  fuch  immenfe  importance,  on 
the  opinion  df  nine  lords,  howevei 
yefpedtable.  The  words  as  they 
now  flood  in  the  refolution,  autho- 
rifed  the  committee  to  report  their 
opinion  of  the  neceffity  of  confirm- 
ino-  and  continuing  the  meature 
adopted  by  the  bank  in  conte- 
quence  of  the  order  of  council, 
which  was  neither  more  nor  lets, 
than  that  the  bank  fliould  continue 
to  iron  payment,  and  to  give  only 
paper  *  inftead  of  caih,  when  pay¬ 
ment  in  money  was  demanded, 
which  was  both  inconfiflent  and 
alarming.  His  grace,  therefore, 
moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  to 
leave  out  all  the  remainder  of  the 
motion  after  the  flrft  part  of  it.  He 
concluded  by  again  affertmg,  tna 
"he  was  a  friend  to  open  dilcuuion, 
as  their  lordfhips  would  be  enabled 
by  that  to  form  a  judgment  of  fa6ts 
within  their  own  knowledge,  and 
tb  afcerfain  how  much  ot  the  pie- 
fent  calamitous  flate  of  the  country 
was- connected  with  the  bank.  His 
grace  moved  his  amendment  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Lord  Auckland  faid  a  few  words 
on  the  fubjeht,  and  contended,  that 
in  matters  of  fo  delicate  a  nature 
as  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  and 
folidity  of  the  bank  of  England, 
cormnon  policy  forbade  a  diiclofuie. 
His  lordihip,  however,  lamented 
the  neceffity  of  having  the  commit¬ 
tee  fecret,  as  being  a  very  unfortu¬ 
nate  circumflanee. 

Lord  Grenville  rofe  to  notice 
-  fame  of  the  oblervations  made  by 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  mofl  of  which 
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(he  faid)  their  lordfhips  had  heard 
refuted  again  and  again.  His 
grace  had  been  pleafed  to  repro¬ 
bate  the  conduct  of  miniflers  in  al- 
moft  every  inftance,  and  had  made 
ufe  of  language  which  was  neither 
parliamentary  nor  decent.  The  no¬ 
ble  duke  had  charged  miniflers  i 
with  having  themfelves  been  the 
authors  .of  ill  founded  and  exagge-  j 
rated  apprehenfions^  relative  to  in- 
vafion  5  yet,  in  the  fame  fpeech,  it 
was  not  a  little  Angular,  where  the 
noble  duke  charged  miniflers  with  j 
railing  falfe  alarms,  he  mentioned 
two  adtual  attempts  of  the  enemy 
to  invade  this  country.  With,  re¬ 
gard  to  the  noble  duke’s  motion  for  an 
amendment,  he  ffiould  certainly  op- 
pofe  it,  as  it  tended  to  take  away  an 
effential  part  of  the  original  motion, 
and  render  the  other  ot  little  ufe. 
Many  arguments  had  been  made  ufe 
of  to  prove  the  advantage  of  a  public 
and  open  inquiry  relative  to  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  bank  :  but  nothing  that 
had  fallen  from  their,  lordfhips  on 
that  fubjedt,  had  in  the  fmallefl  de¬ 
gree  changed  his  opinion  ;  he  was 
well  affined,  that  expofing  a  fub- 
ject  of  fo  delicate  a  nature  Would 
be  dangerous  in  itfelf  and  ufelels  to 
the  public. 

■  The  duke  of  Bedford  rofe  to 
make  fome  remarks,  in  anfwer.  to: 
the  noble  baron  (lord  Auckland)  re-; 
lative  to  a  fecret  committee.  H  is 
grace  concluded  with  declaring,' 
that  he  ffiould  take  the  fenfe  of  the' 
houfe  on  his  amendment. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  faid,  he 
had  unfortunately  not  been  prefenfc 
when  the  noble  fecret  ary  of  date 
opened  the  fubjedt  and  explained 
the  grounds  of  his  motion.  He, 


however,  flrongly  objected  to  a  fe¬ 
cret  committee.  He  thought  it  was 
for  the  honour  of  the  bank  that  there 
fnould  be  no  concealment,  if  they 
were  equal  to  all  demands.  His  gi  ace 
,  obfervedf 
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(Vbferved,  that  any  thing  like  fecrecy 
upon  a  fubjedl  fo  important  and  in - 
terefing  inuf  make  a  ferions  im- 
preilion  without  doors.  With  refpedt 
to  the  order  of  council,  and  the 
proceeding  of  the  bank  in  conle- 
quence,  he  muf  take  the  liberty  of 
putting  a  quefion  to  the  noble  ie- 
eretary  of  fate,  and  he  hoped  he 
would  favour*  him  with  an  anfwer. 
Had  the  directors  of  the  bank  con¬ 
tented  to  the  meafure  fuggefied  in 
the  order  of  council,  voluntarily  ; 
or  had  they  only  adted  upon  the 
impulfe  of  the  arguments  and  per- 
fuafions  of  the  board  ? 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  did  not 
feel  himfelf  bound  to  give  any  an¬ 
swer  to  his  grace’s  quefion,  as  he 
had  fufhciently  explained  himfelf 
upon  thofe  points  in  the  beginning 
of  the  debate. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  rofe  to  de¬ 
clare  that  he  perfectly  agreed  with 
the  noble  duke’s  amendment,  and 
entreated  rhiniflers  not  to  confder 
him  as  adting  hoftilely  to  them,  when 
he  recommended  the  omillion  of 
that  part  of  the  motion  referred  to 
by  the  noble  duke.  Let  their  lord- 
Ihips  put  the  cafe  either  way,  let 
the  committee  report  as  they  might, 
if  they  gave  it  as  their  opinion 
that  the  meafure  in  queltion  was 
wrong,  in  what  a  lituation  would 
minifters  and  the  country  ftand  ? 
If,  on  the  contrary*  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  were  found  to  be  in  a 
flourilhing  fate,  as  the  diredtors 
themfelves  had  declared,  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  the  motion  would  be 
found  inconvenient.  His  grace  re¬ 
marked,  that  when  he  had  a  con¬ 
cern  in  the  king’s  councils,  the 
profperous  fate  of  that  great  com¬ 
pany  was  fueh,  that  they  might 
have  challenged  their  bitteref  ene- 
'  mies  to  examine  their  filiation. 
His  grace  concluded  by  laying  he 
could  fee  no  reafon  whatever  for 


'bcrecy,  and  thought  the  inquiry 
ought  not  to  go  on  in  a  myferious 
manner,  which  muf  neceflarily  ex¬ 
cite  fufpicion  and  difruf . 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  faid, 
he  had  declined  to  deliver  his  fen- 
timents  upon  a  fubjedl  of  fo  awful 
and  portentous  a  nature,  until  he 
had  heard  the  opinions  of  other 
noble  lords,  and  coJledted  l'uch  in¬ 
formation  a  she  was  able  from  hisma- 
jefy’s  minifters,  concerning  the  con- 
dud!  they  meant  to  purfue.  He  had 
long  foreleen  the  confequence  of 
peril f  ing  in  meafures  which  could 
only  end  in  ruin  to  the  country  ; 
and  had  frequently  ufed  his  utmolt 
endeavours  to  convince  them  that 
they  were  near  the  precipice,  clofe 
upon  the  edge  of  which  they  now 
food.  Their  lord  flips  would  do 
him  the  juf  ice  to  recoiled!,  that, 
fo  long  ago  as  the  year  1793,  he 
had  entered  a  protef  exprefsly  for 
that  purpole.  His  mind,  he  faid, 
had  been  early  imprefled  wit|j  a 
facred  reverence  for  that  mof  deli¬ 
cate  and  indefinite  thing  called  pub- 
lie  credit,  upon  which  he  had  form¬ 
ed  the  prefent  notions.  A  fmall 
trad!  by  the  earl  of  Oxford  upon 
that  lubjed!  had  given  him  his 
firfi  ideas,  and  which  had  fince  be¬ 
come  confirmed  and  efablifiied. 

/  That  noble  author,  in  illuf rating 
the  important  fubjedl,  fays,  that  pub¬ 
lic  credit  was  as  the.  foul  to  the  hu¬ 
man  body,  nothing  till  put  in  ac¬ 
tion,  tand  then  it  both  gave  and  re¬ 
ceived  its  animation  and  exigence. 

It  was  not  property,  for  no  part  of 
the  body  politic  could  call  it  its 
own.  It  was  not  the  credit  of  the 
king,  nor  of  the  minifters,  nor  of 
•the  government.  It.  was  public 
credit  —  the  credit  of  the  nation,  , 
which  was  the  very  foul  of  Eng¬ 
land;  it  was  that  alone  which  gav6 
it  {lability,  and  infpfied  confidence 
in  it.  At  prefent  the. bank  of  .Eng- 
I  3  laud. 
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land,  the  glory  and  pride  of  the 
kingdom,  was  fhaken  to  the  centre. 
Among  the  various  caufes  affigned 
for  the  iliock  that  it  had  received, 
he  had  heard  it  afcribed  to  the 
wickednefs  of  the  mi  miters.  But 
no  miniiter  would  be  fo  wicked  or 
fooliih  as  to  involve  himfelf  and 
the  country  in  fo  alarming  a  predi¬ 
cament.  Neither  could  it  with 
propriety  be  afcribed  to  the  idle 
ftories  of  unfounded  and  exag¬ 
gerated  alarms ;  which  in  itfelf  was 
ridiculous.  It  ought  in  his  eftima- 
tion  to  be  attributed  to  a  variety 
<of  caufes  not  eaftly  to  be  traced  out. 
However,  one  caufe  was  manifeft-— 
the  inordinate  increafe  of  expenie, 
of  places  and  eftabiifhments  in  every 
corner  of  the  empire,  which  only 
ferved  to  open  all  the  gates  of  walk 
and  profufion —  all  the  corners  of 
the  earth  were  witneifes  to  the 
ruinous  watte  of  the  treafures  of 
England,  which  rendered  them  un¬ 
able  to  pay  their  ambaflhdors  at  fo¬ 
reign  courts,  and  their  agents  at 
home.  Men  in  office,  even  to  their 
loweft  dependants,  were  in  the  ut- 
inoft  dittrefs;.  for  fums  fo  trifling  in 
amount,  that  it  would  difgrace  an 
individual  to  have  a  claim  againft 
him  for  fuch  pitiful  arrears.  He 
then  adverted  to  another  fource, 
which,  he  laid,  was  ftill  more  dan¬ 
gerous,  which  was  the  want  of  uni¬ 
ty  and  correfpondence  among  the 
different  branches  of  office  5  every 
office  feemed  to  have  unlimited, 
power  over  the  purfe  of  the  nation ; 
this  became  fo  general,  that  every 
man  in  our  foreign  lettlements  had 
the  treafure  of  England  at  his  mer- 
-  cy ;  that  this  was  the  cafe,  none 
would  have  the  audacity  to  dif- 
pute :  whereas  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  to  Buf¬ 
fer  no,  man  to  have  his  hand  in  the 
public  pocket  but.  himfelf.  An¬ 


other  caufe  of  our  prefent  fhock 
was  the  war ;  for  by  fending  large 
fums  of  money  to  the  emperor  of 
Germany  and  our  other  allies, '  the 
nation  was  impoverifhed.  This  was 
manifeft  by  the  annual  deficiencies 
of  onr  revenue ,  for  the  minifter 
had,  year  after  year,  to  pra&ife 
new  expedients  for  the  conceal¬ 
ment  or  the  fupply  of  this  deficien¬ 
cy.  It  had  been  faid  that  in  this 
continued  delufion  the  minifter 
had  difplayed  a  want  of  integri¬ 
ty  as  well  as  want  of  ability  ;  ho 
was,  however,  of  a  different  opi¬ 
nion,  for  he  could  not  believe  the 
minifter  to  be  indifferent  to  the 
fate  of  the  country,  neither  could  he 
attribute  it  wholly  to  want  of  ability, 
but  to  want  of  power  over  the  other 
departments  of  expenfe,  which 
ought  to  refide  with  the  firft  lord 
of  the  treafury.  It  ufed  to  be  the 
diftinguifliing  feature  of  the  Britifli 
adminiftration,  that  the  treafury 
was  its  heart,  and  every  thing  flow¬ 
ed  from  it  as  the  commanding  cen¬ 
tre  ;  and  the  other  departments 
Were  neceffarily  fubordinate.  The 
office  of  firft  lord  of  the  treafury 
(which  ufed  to  confer  the  title  of 
minifter)  had  now  funk  into  the  re- 
femblance  of  the  treafurer  of  France,- 
under  the  ancient  regime.  The  no¬ 
ble  marquis  then  made  fome  very 
pertinent  remarks  on  the  prefent 
1  abject  of  debate,  and  faid:  What  a 
f cene  was  opened  to  the  eyes  of  Eng-~ 
iiihmen  !  He  did  not  dare  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  meafure  of  Sunday  la  ft,4  he 
would  not  venture  to  fay  one  word  as 
to  its  neceffity  or  its  prudence ;  for  on- 
this  momentous  crifis  depended  the 
fate  of  England.  They  were  brought 
to  the  brink,  where  .one  fingle  flip' 
of  the  foot  would  precipitate  them 
to  ruin.  '  He  faid  it  was  totally  in¬ 
different  whether  the  committee 
was  fecret  or  not;  as  he  was  con  ft - 
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dent  they  were  equal  to  all  their 
bwri  engagements,  and  that  they 
dreaded  but  the  interference  of  tne 
Hate.  He,  indeed,  approved  of  the 
committee  being  fecret,  as  the  bank 
of  England  was  a  private  compa¬ 
ny,  and  parliament  had  no  right  to 
inquire  into  their  affairs;  however, 
he  thought  rthe  inveftigation  ought 
to  be  limited  to  their  funds  and 
their  engagements — no  further.  He 
was  forty  to  have  feen  in  the  order 
of  council  fo  improper  a  term  as 
the  word  “  require  it  was  a  word 
unknown  to  the  Englilli  law,  and 
ought  not  to  have  been  ufed,  as  it 
implied  force.  Why  not  have  chofen 
the  word  “  recommend  ?”  It  ought 
to  have  been  a  recommendation, 
and  not  a  requilitfon  to  the  bank. 
If  you  attempt  to  make  bank-notes 
a  legal  tender,  their  credit  will 
erifh :  they  may  go  on  for  a  time ; 
ut  the  confequence  is  certain,  no-  • 
thing  can  prevent  their  falling  to  a 
difcount;  the  fall,  perhaps,  will  be 
•flow  and  gradual,  but  certain.  Let 
their  lordfhips  recolleft  that,  bank¬ 
notes  refl  folely  on  opinion  ;  in  that 
they  differed  from  the  French  af- 
fignats,  which  held  forth  the  nati¬ 
onal  domains  as  a  fecurity,  and  it 
is  well  known  how  much  eloquence 
liad  been  difplayed  to  prove  an  af- 
lignat,  even  with  that  fecurity,  a 
contemptible  fnbftitute  for  curren¬ 
cy.  His  lordfliip  mentioned  another 
fource  of  the  prelent  evil,  viz.  the 
immenle  quantity  of  paper  circulat¬ 
ed  throughout  this  country,  through 
the  means  Of  the  country  banks, 
find  which  in  the  end  of  1703 
rofe  fo  much  above  tile  mark, 
though  it  had  received  feveral  fa- 
lutary  checks.  He  adverted  alio 
io  jobbing  in  bills  and  money,  as 
another  fource  of  evil  which  ought 
to  be  dreaded,  as  every  article 
would  bear  two  prices,,  one  for  mo- 
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hey,  and  one  for  paper.  He  repro¬ 
bated  the  idea  of  afcribing  the  pre- 
fent  exigency  to  the  unfounded  and 
exaggerated  alarms  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  His  lordfhip  men¬ 
tioned  the  two  late  attempts  of 
the  enemy  to  land  in  Ireland  and 
Wales;  and  had  not  the  elements 
interpofed  in  the  cafe  of  Ireland, 
they  would  certainly  have  landed y 
nor  was  the  late  attempt  in  Wales 
to  be  paffed  over  as  a  ground  of  un¬ 
founded  and  exaggerated  alarm. 
The' noble  marquis  obferved,  he 
willied  to  avoid  making  any  ani- 
madverfions  relative  to  the  juflice 
of  the  war ;  though  he  acquitted 
the  mimjler  of  being  the  immediate- 
author \  of. |t,  he  did  not  mean  to  ac¬ 
quit  him  of  IH  criminality.  His 
lordfhip  concluded  by  a  flncere  re¬ 
commendation  of  peace,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  hoped  that  no  more 
money  would  be  fent  out.  of  the 
country,  to  the  petty  princqs  of 
Germany,  in  the  form  of  fubii- 
dies. 

The  lord,  chancellor  left  the 
woolfack  to  fay  a  few  words  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  noble  marquis  relative 
to  ufing  force  to  compel  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  notes  as  currency.  He 
could  allure  his  lordfhip,  that  no¬ 
thing  that  was  contained  in  the  or¬ 
der  of  council,  or  that  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  fecretary  of  hate, 
went  to  prove  that  coercive  means 
of  any  kind  were  intended  fo  be 
exercifed  in  order  to  compel  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of 
England  in  the  lieu  of  calh;  nei¬ 
ther  had  his  majefly’s  minihers  the 
lead  inclination  to  adopt  fuch  a 
meafure.  His  lordfhip  faid,  he 
fhould  not  have  troubled  their  lord- 
fhips  with  a  word  upon  the  fubjedly 
had  he  not  felt  that  the  inference 
drawn  by  the  noble  marquis  did 
not  of  necefiity  arife,  and  that  fuch 
I  4  aa 


an  idea  going  abroad  without  ex¬ 
planation,  might  do  infinite  mif- 
ciiief. 

The  rriarquis  of  Lanfdowne  repli¬ 
ed,  that  he  was  highly  obliged  to  the 
noble  and  learned  lord ;  without 
fuch  an  explanation,  he  confeffed  he 
fli ould  have  gone  away  with  a  very 
different  impreflion  :  but  as  nd 
coercive  means  were  to  be  tiled  to 
compel  the  acceptance  of  notes  of 
the  bank  of  England,  he  heartily 
hoped  that  Iefs  ftrong  words  would 
be  reforted  to  in  the  motion  than 
the  original,  viz.  “  confirma¬ 
tion  and  contintlation  of  the  mea- 
fure  adopted  by  the  bank  in 
confequence  of  the  order  of  coun¬ 
cil.” 

Lofd  Grenviilb  faid  fie  could 
riot  fuffer  the  houfe  to  feparate* 
without  faying  a  word  relative  to 
the  lattef  part  of  the  noble  mar¬ 
quis’s  fpeech)  which  fuppofed  that 
the  committee  mufl  of  necef- 
/ity  report,  that  it  was  their  opi¬ 
nion,  the  meafure  adopted  by  the 
bank  ought  to  be  confirmed  and 
continued  ;  a  condufion  which  by 
no  means  follows.  In  fa£t,  it  was 
not  parliamentary  to  anticipate  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  upon  the 
point  in  queftion,  as  they  would 
have  that  information  wheri  they 
made  their  report. 

The  queftion  being  pUt  on  the 
duke  of  Bedford’s  amendment,  viz. 
u  that  thefe  words  (the  words 
rhoved  to  be  omitted)  {land  part  of 
the  queftion  when  the  houfe  di¬ 
vided, 

Contents  -  *  -  yg 

Non  contents  *  «*  12 


Majority  -  -  66 

Thurfday,  2d  of  March,  their 
lordfhips  proceeded  to  appoint  the 
fecret  committee  for  inveftigating 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  England. 


The  following  is  the  lift  of  the  fe¬ 
cret  committee^f  naed  tsdfsi 
The  earl  of  Chatham* 
Winchelfea$ 

Graham, 

Hardwicke, 

Liverpool,' 

Vif.  Sidney,' 

Baron  Grenville- 
Oftory, 

De  Dunftanville, 

On  the  6th,  the  committee  of  in-* 
quiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  order 
of  council  of  the  26th  of  Fe biliary 
being  refumed  • — 

The  duke  of  Bedford  rbfe,  and 
f  'dj  that  fince  the  order  of  coun* 
cil  of  the  26th  of  February  had 
been  iffued,  he  had  endeavoured 
to  confider  it  in  the  rnoft  favour¬ 
able  light  poflible;  but  confeffed 
that  in  every  point  of  view  he  was 
alartned  at  its  tendency.  His  grace 
linderftood  that  an  order  of  coun¬ 
cil  had  been  iffued  requiring  the 
bank  not  to  pay  their  iiotes  in 
fpecie;  in  confeqtienCe  of  the 
alarm  which  this  produced,  a.  com¬ 
mittee  Was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  circumflances  of  the  bank;' 
from  their  report  it  appeared  that 
they  had  not  entered  into  any  in- 
Veftigation  of  the  caufes  in  which 
the  neceflity  originated.  The  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee,  however, 
was  favourable  to  the  ftate  of  the 
general  affairs  of  the  bank ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  rendered  an  in¬ 
quiry  necefftfry,  why  fuch  a  novel 
and  unprecedented  meafure  had 
been  adopted  by  government.  His 
grace  thought  it  neceffary  that  the 
country  ought  to  be  informed  j 
whether  the  prefent  embarraffments 
had  been  occafioned  by  the  mif- 
conduct  of  adminiftratiofij  or  the 
inevitable  misfortunes  of  the  times* 
It  had  been  aferibed  to  exaggerat¬ 
ed  alarms  bf  iavafion  iu  the  couri- 

trjr  i 
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try;  but  he  was  afraid  that  it  had 
father  been  produced  by  the  mif- 
condiict  of  the  king’s  miniders, 
and  the  fituation  to  which  they 
had  reduced  the  country.  The  re- 
fources  of  the  country  had  been 

.  j 

highly  talked  of,  and  they  deferved 
to  be  fo,  for  they  had  laded  longer 
than  even  the  mod  fanguine  could 
have  hoped  ;  but  that  was  no  rea- 
fon  why  they  fhould  lad  for  ever, 
and  efpecially  fince  they  had  exhi¬ 
bited  fuch  fatal  fymptoms  of  rapid 
decay. 

His  grace*,  after  making  feveral 
remarks  upon  the  fiibjedt,  con¬ 
tended  for  the  neCeffity  of  appoint¬ 
ing  a  feleft  committee  in  order  to 
inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  pre- 
fent  embarraffments.  His  grace 
had  an  objection  to  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee,  becaufe  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  in  order  to  redore?"  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  nation,  the  greated 
publicity  ought  to  be  given  to  its 
proceedings.  Befides,  it  was  very 
well  known  'that  the  houfe  dele¬ 
gated  a  condderable  portion  of  its 
power  to  a  fecret  committee. 

Having  made  thefe  obfervations, 
his  grace  concluded  by  faying,  that 
if  the  finances  of  the  country  were 
in  a  date  of  embarradment,  it  cer¬ 
tainly  was  their  duty  to  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  that  embarrafi- 
rnent.  His  grace  therefore  moved, 
ic  That  a  deleft  committee  of  fif¬ 
teen  peers  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  cuufes  for  iduing  the  order 
of  council  of  the  26th  of  February 
iaffi” 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  if  he  agreed 
to  the  motion  of  the  noble  duke, 
he  beo-aed  it  might  not  be  inferred 
that  he  acquiefced  in  the  conclu- 
fion  he  had  drawn.  The  noble 
duke  had  thrown  out  an  infinua- 
tion,  that  the  country  was  come  to 
an  end  of  its  refources.  He  mud 
positively  deny  the  afiertion ;  he 
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was  confident  the  refources  of  the 
country  would  be  found  upon  in¬ 
quiry  to  be  unimpaired.  He  would 
therefore  venture  to  date  it  as  hi* 
opinion,  that  he  was  fanguine  in 
the  hopes  of  its  being  confirmed 
by  the  refult  of  an  inquiry,  that 
the  prefent  difficulties  had  arifen 
not  from  any  decay  of  a&ual  re¬ 
fources,  but  merely  from  a  tempo¬ 
rary  deficiency  of  circulating  me¬ 
dium,  which  was  often  midaken 
for  a  deficiency  of  property.  He 
differed  from  the  noble  duke,  not 
on  the  propriety  of  an  inquiry, 
but  in  the  didinfilion  he  made  be¬ 
tween  a  fecret  and  a  feled  com¬ 
mittee.  However,  he  was  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  a  fecret  committee  was 
preferable.  Fie  therefore  moved, 
as  an  amendment,  that  ioxfdett,  the 
word  fecret  fhould  be  fubftituted. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  faid,  he 
had  no  objection  to  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee^  if  it  was  openly  appointed  ; 
but  obje&ed  to  the  mode  of  choof- 
ing  a  committee  by  ballot,  be¬ 
caufe  it  was  well  known  that 
fuch  committees  were  compofed  of 
the  mi  aider’s  friends.  In  the  lad 
committee  there  were  no  fewer 
than  three  cabinet  mi  aiders,  who 
were  the  very  perfons  who  figned 
the  order  of  council  in  quedion, 
and  two  of  whom  were  near  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  rainider. 

The  carl  of  Guildford  objecled  to 
the  committee  being  fecret.  He 
faid,  as  the  inquiry  was  meant  to 
redore  the  public  confidence,  he 
was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  ut- 
mod  publicity  fhould  be  given  to  it. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  and  lord 
Grenville  feverally  explained  them- 
felves;  after  which  a  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  was  ordered  to  be  c  ho  fen.  \ 

Lord  Grenville  then  moved, 
tl  That  the  committee  bfe  chofen 
by  ballot.’ \ 

The  duke  of  Bedford  faid,  he 

could 
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could  not  allow  the  prefent  mo¬ 
tion  to  be  carried  without  exprefT- 
ing  his  drongeft  and  mod  decided 
dident.  He  knew  how  our  an- 
ceftors  conducted  ballots  for  com¬ 
mittees  ;  but  he  knew  that,  as  they 
were  now  managed,  the  committees 
were  not  fairly  chofen.  In  the 
lad  committee  there  were  no  lefs 
than  three  cabinet-minifters,  and 
the  other  fix  were  peers  who  had 
uniformly  voted  with  the  miniders 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
When  he  faid  this,  he, did  not 
mean  to  throw  the  fmalieft  reflec¬ 
tion  on  any  individual  member : 
but  he  mud:  be  excufed  if  he 
thought  they  were  not  the  mod 
proper  perfons  for  judging  of  the 
meafures  of  miniders  ;  for,  fuppof- 
ing  they  were  bad,  which  they 
certainly  might  be,  was  it  to  be 
expefted,  that  either  they  would 
be  very  rigorous  in  their  inquiries 
or  fevere  in  their  cenfures  ?  If 
there  was  any  man  who  would  de¬ 
fend  the  mode  of  choofing  com¬ 
mittees  by  ballot,  let  him  look 
into  the  glades  and  lee  the  lids 
they  contained.  One  would  think, 
at  lead  they  would  have  been 
written,  to  fave  the  appearance,  in 
different  hands;  inftead  of  that, 
they  might  fee  twenty  lids,  con¬ 
taining  the  fame  names,  and  all 
written  by  the  fame  hand.  And 
of  what  were  the  lids  compofed  ? 
— of  the  cabinet-miniders.  What, 
appoint  men  to  be  judges  of  their 
own  afts !  Were  not  miniders 
adiamed  of  fuch  condixd  ?  to  ap¬ 
point  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  caufes  of  the  country  being- 
reduced  to  this  dreadful  date ;  and 
by  the  very  men  who  had  been 
the  authors  of  all  its  calamities? 
His  grace  concluded  by  a  folemn 
Invocation  to  the  houfe  not  to  add 
infult  to  injury,  by  mocking  an 
opprefled  and  deluded  people  with 
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holding  out  to  them  a  confidence 
which  they  could  not  infpire,  or 
a  redrefs  which  they  never  intend¬ 
ed  to  grant. 

The  earl  of  Fauconberg  rofe^ 
and  declared  he  never  had  wit- 
neffed  fuch  a»  attack  made  uport 
him,  as  that  which  their  lordfhips 
had  heard  from  the  noble  duke. 
He  had  no  hefitation  to  avow,  that 
he  put  one  of  the  lifts  complained 
of  into  the  balloting-glafs,  and  he 
gloried  in  it  1  !  !  Was  he  to  be  de¬ 
nied  the  privilege  of  exercifing  his 
own  judgment  and  the  right  of 
free  agency,  becaufe  he  differed  iii 
opinion  with  the  noble  duke  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  condudi  of  miniders. 
He  was  perfuaded  it  was  the  firft 
object  of  miniders  to  extricate  us 
from  our  fituation,  and  he  hoped 
and  traded  they  would  fpeedily  fuc- 
ceed.  But  if  noble  lords  came  down 
to  the  houfe  day  after  day,  and 
endeavoured  to  perfuaae  the  peo¬ 
ple  they  were  ruined —  if  they 
dated  grievances  that  did  not  exidj 
and  magnified  thofe  that  did,  they 
certainly  were  doing  ferious  injury 
to  the  country.  Could  any  meri 
have  more  iatered  in  the  falvatioii 
of  the  country  than  miniders  ? 
Were  they  not  bound  by  every  tie^ 
both  as  public  men  and  indivi¬ 
duals,  to  fave  their  country.  His 
lordfhip  concluded  by  begging  that 
their  lordfhips  would  all  cordially 
unite  their  efforts  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  country  ;  and  if  they 
did,  he  fnould  not  aefpair  of  fuc- 
cels.  ' 

The  earl  of  Guildford  faid,  the 
noble  earl  had  either  mifunder- 
dood  or  mifreprefented  the  noble 
duke,  when  he  dated  the  obferva- 
tions  that  his  grace  had  made  as  <t 
reflexion  upon  the  perfons  who 
had  named  the  committee,  or  thofe 
who  had  been  chofen  to  be  of  it. 
His  grace  had  not  faid  any  thing 
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but  what  he  mu  ft  coincide  with 
relative  to  the  committee.  It  was 
inconfiftent  to  call  it  an  impartial 
committee  of  inquiry,  when  the 
prefident  of  the  council  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
cafter  were  chofen  to  examine  and 
inquire  into  the  condudl  of  the  ie- 
cretary  of  ftate — in  fhort,  every  man 
of  common  fenfe  muft  fee  that  it 
was  no  inquiry.  The  ballot  pro- 
pofed  by  the  noble  duke  was  cer¬ 
tainly  for  a  purpofe  necefi'ary  for 
the  country  to  know  and  be  fatis- 
fied  upon — the  caufes  of  that  exi¬ 
gency.  He  was  confident  the 
greateft  caufe  of  the  prefent  exi¬ 
gencies  was  the  war,  and  the  total 
want  of  oeconomy  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  government ;  thefe  he 
thought  were  points  that  required 
and  ought  to  be  part  of  the  in¬ 
quiry  gone  into  by  the  committee 
of  that  houfe.  The  inquiry  pro- 
pofea  by  the  noble  duke  went  to 
this  plain  queftion,  upon  which 
the  houfe  and  the  country  had  a 
right  to  •  a  fatisfadfory  anfwer — 
whether  the  embarraifed  and  a- 
larming  ftat'e  of  the  country  was 
awing  to  unavoidable  misfortunes, 
or  to  the  mifmanagement  and  inca¬ 
pacity  of  minifters  ? 

Lord  Grenville,  in  reply,  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  committee  to  be 
ballotted  for  was  not  to  inquire 
into  their  conduft,  but  into  the 
fituaiion  of  the  bank  of  England. 
The  noble  earl  had  ftated  thafc  our 
prefent  exigencies  ought  to  be  a- 
fcribed  to  the  mifcondudt  of  mini¬ 
fters.  It  would,  however,  be  but 
fair  to  acknowledge  that  minifters 
have  had  to  condudf  a  conteft  to¬ 
tally  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
civiiifed  fociety ;  that  they  were 
endeavouring  to  defend  the  coun- 
try  from  thofe  evils  to  which  fome 
of  the  countries  of  Europe  were 
now  a  prey.  His  lordfnip  called 
ypon  the  houfe  to  confider  the 


important  objedfs  that  were  at 
ftake,  and,  whenever  any  reverie 
of  fortune  happened,  not  to  afcrihe 
it  to  the  mifcondudt  of  minifters, 
but  the  nature  of  the  conteft  they 
had  to  maintain. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  made  a 
ftiort  reply  relative  to  the  choofing 
of  a  committee,  which  he  faid 
ought  not  to  be  compofed  of  the 
relations  and  friends  of  the  niini- 
fter.  His  grace  concluded  by  fay¬ 
ing,  that,  after  four  years’  experi¬ 
ence,  he  found  it  was  of  very  little 
confequence  what  was  faid  within 
thofe  walls,  except  it  was  landfion- 
ed  by  minifterial  fupporf. 

Lord  Darnley  faid,  he  thought 
the  inquiry  (hould  be  impartially, 
made,  and  the  committee  net  ap¬ 
pointed  by  ballot. 

*  In  this  fentiment  the  duke  of 
Norfolk  agreed ;  after  which  the 
queftion  was  put  on  the  duke  of 
Bedford’s  motion. 

Non  contents  -  - 

Contents  -  -  -  g 
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The  duke  of  Norfolk  afterwards 
moved, 

“  That  it  be  an  inftruvftion  to 
the  committee  to  inquire  into  and 
report  on  the  amount  of  fpecie  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  bank  to  the  lords 
commifiioners  of  the  treafury,  fince 
the  1 2th  July,  1796.” 

The  duke  of  Montrofe  faid  a 
few  words  relative  to  the  report. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  faid,  he  had 
omitted  one  remark,  namely,  that, 
though  members  of  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  were  bound  not  to  divulge 
the  proceedings  of  their  inquiry, 
vet  when  called  upon  they  were  at 
liberty  to  affign  the  caufes  which 
had  induced  them  to  agree  in  the 
report  made  to  the  houfe. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  the  earl 
of  Chatham  brought  up  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  fecrecy,  which 

was 
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was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to-be  printed. 

On  the  3d  of  May  following  the 
duke  of  Bedford  laid,  he  was  not 
prefent  when  the  report  of  the  fe- 
cret  committee  was  laid  before 
their  lord  Chips.  He  now  took  ah 
opportunity  of  declaring  his  dident 
from  that  report,  and  moved  that 
their  lordfhips  be  Summoned  on 
Friday  fehmight,  to  take  it  into  con- 
fkleration.  He  alfo  gave  notice 
that  he  would  move  fome  resolu¬ 
tions  relative  to  the  report.  Their 
lordfhips  were  ordered  to  be  fum¬ 
moned  to  attend  on  that  day ;  but 
on  the  duke  of  Bedford’s  motion 
the  Subject  was  afterwards  deferred 
to  the  15th. 

Monday,  May  the  15th.  The 
duke  of  Bedford  role  to  remind 
their  lordfhips  that  they  Were  fum¬ 
moned  ori  this  day  to  take  into 
cbnfidefation  the  report  of  the  Se¬ 
cret  committee  which  they  had 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
caufes  that  produced  the  neceffity 
for  ifTuing  the  order  of  the  26th  of 
February  lad,  prohibiting  the  bank 
from  paying  their  notes  in  Specie, 
After  calling  their  attention  to  the 
matter  dated  in  the  report,  he 
Should  fubmit  certain  refolutions 
founded  upon  the  evidence  it  con¬ 
tained,  which  he  hoped  would  meet 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  houfe.  In  what 
he  had  to  advance,  he  fhould  have 
occafion  frequently  to  allude  per- 
fonally  to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer;  but  though  he  fhould 
impute  blame  to  him,  he  did  not 
confider  him  as  the  only  objedl  of 
blame.  When  he  fird  read  the  or¬ 
der  of  council,  aferibing  the  drain  of 
cadi  from  the  bank,  which  render¬ 
ed  it  neceffary  to  prohibit  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  their  notes  in  fpecie,  to  an 
unfounded  alarm  of  invafion,  he 
much  doubted  the  truth  of  the 


allegation.  But  when  he  found 
that  a  committee  appointed  by  bal¬ 
lot  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  which 
produced  it,  was  compofed  not 
only  of  the  zealous  fupporters  of 
administration,  but  of  members  of 
that  very  cabinet  upon  vohofc  conduct 
they  iv ere  appointed  to  d£cide ,  his 
doubts  were  confirmed ;  and  im- 
preffed  with  thefe  fentiments  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  move  for 
another  committee  with  more  ex¬ 
tended  powers  than  the  former, 
which  was  agreed  to  ;  but  the  com¬ 
mittee,  as  before,  was  compofed  of 
their  own  Supporters,1  with  a  due 
proportion  of  the  members  of  the 
cabinet.  His  grace  next  adverted 
to  the  minider’s  anfwers  to  the' re - 
mondrahees  which  were  made  to 
him  in  perfon  by  the  directors  of 
the  bank.  In  page  the  29th  of 
the  report,  they  found,  from  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Bofailquet,  which 
was  minuted  in  the  bank-book, 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  being  afked,  whether  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  fuch  minutes  contained 
an  accurate  ftatement  of  what  pad- 
ed  between  the  governor  and  deputy 
governor  and  himfelf,  anfwered  he 
had  no  doubt  but  they  did.  His  grace 
faid  he  was  difpofed  to  doubt  the 
matter  contained  in  the  order  of 
council  from  the  beginning;  and 
thefe  doubts  were  confirmed  by 
the  inveftigation  of  the  committee. 
He  referred  to  page  50  of  the  re¬ 
port,  in  which  it  is  dated  that  Mr. 
Giles  had  made  frequent  represen¬ 
tations  in  the  capacity  of  governor 
of  the  bank,  and  alfo  Mr.  Raikes,  all 
of  which  tended  to  prove  the  dimi¬ 
nution  of  fpecie  of  the  bank.  He 
next  called  the  attention  of  their 
lordfhips  to  a  paper  annexed  to  the 
report,  entitled  “  A  Summary  of  the 
chief  points  which  had  occurred. to 
the  committee  in  the  courle  of 
their  inquiry.”  This  paper  abound¬ 
ed 
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in  grofs  inifreprefentation  of  the 
truth,  in  ftiameful  attempts  to  con¬ 
ceal  what  ought  to  be  known  to 
the  honie.  In  this  fummary  it 
was  contended,  however,  that  the 
difficulties  of  the  bank  were  ovv- 
intr  in  home  degree  to  a  fcarcity  of 
circulating  medium.  Hence  it  was 
denied  that  bills'  qf  exchange  were 
applicable  to  the  purpofe  of  cir¬ 
culation.  He  referred'  to  Mr. 
Thornton’s  evidence  upon  the 
fnbjea  in  page'  71  of  the  report, 
who  Hates  his  opinion  nearly  as 
follows,  “  I  conceive  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  bills  of  exchange,  which 
may  happen  at  any  time  to  exiH, 
bears  no  neceffary  proportion  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  exifting  trade; 
although  I  conceive  that  the  uie 
of  them  in  payment  does  bear  a 
pretty  regular  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  commerce.  For  in- 
11a nee,  at  Liverpool  and  Manchef- 
ter  all  payments  are  made  either  in 
coin  or  "bills  of  exchange.”  His 
grace  faid,  if  they  bore  a  regular 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  com¬ 
merce,  he ,  could  hardly  agree  in 
the  opinion  advanced  in  the  paper 
annexed  to  the  report,  that  they 
were  not  a  part  of  the  circulation 
of  the  kingdom.  He  came  now  to 
a  fubjed  of  a  much  more  ferious 
nature.  As  it  was  Hated  that  this 
paper  contained  fads,  but  which 
were  not  warranted  by  the  evi¬ 
dence  given  before  the  committee, 
nor  introduced  into  the  report,  he 
was  at  a  lofs  how  to  account  for 
the  grofs  mis-Hatement  which  he 
was  about  to  mention.  In  page 
252,  they  found  that  all  the  remit¬ 
tances  made  for  the  fervices  of  the 
war,  into  different  diflant  parts 
during  th$.  lafl  four  years,  amount¬ 
ed  to  33,51 0,779! .  diHinguifhed 
from  thole  expended  in  other  parts 
during  the  faid  four  years,  includ¬ 
ing  the  imperial  loan";  and  the  ad* 
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vances  made  to  the  emperor  a- 
mounted  to  14,988  422I. ;  and  laft- 
ly,  that  the  films  paid  for  all  fort* 
of  military  fervices  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  during  the  war  ending  lq 
1 763,  amounted  to  20,626,997k 
His  grace  remarked  upon  this  Hate- 
ment,  that  if  the  authors  of  the  re¬ 
port  meant  to  compare  the  expe tr¬ 
ees  of  the  prefent  war  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  with  thole  of  the  war  ending 
in  1763,  the  number  of  years 
oqght  to  have  been  marked ;  and 
then  it  would  be  found  that  there 
had  been  expended  in  four  years  of 
the  prefentvyar  almoH  twice  as  much 
as  in  eight  years  of  the  former.  He 
begged  their  lordfnips  to  remark, 
that,  in  the  account  of  the  con¬ 
tinental  expences  during  the  pre¬ 
lent  war,  the  fums  advanced  to  the 
emperor  are  faid  to  be  included.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  the  account 
was  accurate  only  by  leaving  out 
the  word  “  including  the  imperial 
loan  and  the  advances  made  to  the 
emperor.”  Thefe  fums  appeared 
in  the  title,  but  were  excluded  from 
the  body  of  the  account,  fo  that 
there  was  an  error  in  thejotal  fum 
of  5,500,000!.  For  an  error  fo 
grofs.  he  knew  not  how  to  account; 
however,  .he  would  leave  it  to  their 
lordfhips  to  decide  whether  the  er 
ror  originated  in  intention  or  igno¬ 
rance,  but  to  one  or  the  other  it 
mull  be’irnputed.  His  grace  next 
dwelt  at  fome  length  on  our  ex¬ 
ports  and  imports,  upon  which 
great  Hrefs  had  been  laid  by  the 
committee.  He  reminded  their 
lordfhips,  that  in  the  laH  years  of 
the  American  war  the  exports  a- 
bove  the  imports  were  averaged  at. 
6,ooo,oool.  He  found  that  the  ad¬ 
ditional  expence  of  naval  Fores, 
which  certainly  was  confiderabiy 
iKcreafed  in  time  of  war,  is  Hated 
as  having  rendered  the  balance  of 
commerce  lefs  favourable;  but  this 

circum- 
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circumftance  ought  to  have  been 
mentioned  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
account,  as  increafing  our  exports 
over  our  imports.  In  the  fin  mm  ary 
before  their  lordfhips,  he  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  one  material  thing  o- 
mitted,  viz.  the  refult  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  which  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  and  the  directors  of  the  bank, 
relative  to  making  remittances  to 
foreign  powers.  His  grace  made 
feveral  remarks  on  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  Mr.  Ellifon,  in  afcribing 
the  ftoppage  of  the  Newcaftle 
banks  to  a  local  alarm;  but,  in  his 
opinion,  that  fhock  had  been  pro¬ 
duced  not  by  alarms,  but  by  a  com¬ 
bination  of  different  caufes.  Upon 
this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  he  regretted 
that  fame  papers  containing  differ¬ 
ent  ftatements  of  cafh  in  the  bank 
at  different  periods,  which  were 
laid  before  the  committee,  had  not 
been  published  in  the  report,  and 
more  efpecially  as  he  could  have 
fhewn  from  them,  that  the  ftate- 
ments  contained  in  the  report  were 
falfe.  His  grace  next  made  fome 
obfervations  upon  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Boyd  and  Mr.  Thornton, :whofe 
opinions  were  that  the  difficul¬ 
ties  which  the  commercial  world 
had  experienced,  and  the  fiiock 
which  public  credit  had  fuftained, 
arofe  from  the  bank  not  extending 
their  difconnts;  but  to  thefe  theo¬ 
ries  be  oppofed  the  fentiments  of 
Mr.  Adam  Smith.  His  grace  next 
obferved,  that  the  reduction  of  the 
paper  in  circulation  amounted  to 
only  one  eighth,  from  the  quan¬ 
tity  afloat  in  1795.  But,  fuppof- 
ing  that  the  decreafe  had  been 
greater,  he  could  not  conceive  how 
a  decreafe  of  notes  could  produce 
a  decreafe  of  cafh;  though  he  could 
eafily  perceive  that  a  decreafe  of 
cafh  might  produce  a  decreafe  of 
notes.  After  making  fome  obfer¬ 


vations  upon  this  fubjedl,  he  pro* 
ceeded  to  ftate  the  fubflance  of  the 
refolutions  which  he  meant  to'pro- 
pofe,  founded  upon  the  correfpond- 
ence  which  had  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  the  bank-directors  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  His 
grace  went  through  the  different- 
parts  of  the  correfpondence,  and 
adverted  to  the  refolution  of  the 
court  of  directors,  of  the  nth  of 
February,  1796,  and  Mr.  Pitt’s  an* 
fwer  to  it,  in  which  he  promifes 
neither  to  make  any  further  loan 
or  advance  to  the  emperor,  with¬ 
out  previoufly  confulting  the  bank; 
while  at  the  very  moment  he  was 
fending  money  to  his  imperial  ma- 
jefty.  After  dwelling  upon  this 
fubjedt  for  fome  length,  his  grace 
concluded  in  a  very  eloquent  ap¬ 
peal  to  their  lordfhips;  reprobating 
the  conduct  of  adminiftration  in 
the  mo  ft  fevere  and  pointed  lan¬ 
guage,  whom  he  defcribed  as  the 
defpoilers  of  our  fortunes  !  opprefE 
ors  of  the  poor  !  and  plunderers  of 
the  rich  !  He  then  moved  the  firft 
of  the  following  refolutions:  — 

1.  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe 
that  fubfequent  to  the  month  of 
June,  1795,  and  during  the  year 
1 796,  a  great  diminution  was  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  fpecie  of  the  bank 
of  England. 

2..  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe, 
that  the'  governor  and  deputy 
governor  of  the  bank  did  at  va¬ 
rious  times  reprefent  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  the  danger 
to  the  bank  from  the  diminution 
of  its  fpecie,  particularly  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  periods  :  — 

nth  of  December,  1794;  ictfy 
of  October,  1794;  23d  of  Odtober, 
1794;  1 8th  of  November,  1794; 
3d  December,  1794;  15th  and  16th 
of  January,  1796;  28th  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  1796:  $th  and  8th  of  February, 
1796;  nth  of  February,  i797  b 
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8th,  10th,  and  21ft  of  February, 

?  797-  . 

3.  That  it  appears  that  during 
thefe  periods  the  directors  of  the 
bank  frequently  rerun  ultra  ted  with 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  on 
the  magnitude  of  their  advances  to 
government,  anxioufly  requiring 
payment,  or  a  confiderable  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  ;  but  that,  never- 
thelefs,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  not  only  neglected  to  comply 
with  the  objeCt  of  thofe  remonftran- 
ces,  but,  ufually  under  pretence  of 
the  neceffity  of  the  public  fervice, 
renewed  his  demands  for  further 
aid;  and  that,  under  the  exigency 
of  the  cafe,  as  fta  ed  to  them  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
the  directors  of  the  bank  were  from 
time  to  time  induced  to  confent  to 
furtner  accommodation. 

4.  That  it  appears  that  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  frequently 
iolicited  fuch  further  accommoda¬ 
tion,  in  the  moft  anxious  and  pred¬ 
ing  terms  ;  declaring,  that  it  was 
impodibie  to  avoid  the  mod  ferious 
embarraftinent  to  the  pu.lic  fer- 
vice,  unleft  the  directors  of  the 
bank  afforded  the  affiftance  he  re¬ 
quired. 

5.  Tnat  it  appears,  that,  although 
by  thefe  means  the  directors  of  the 
bank  were  induced  to  comply  with 
his  demands,  they  generally  ex  p  re  (ft 
ed  their  reluCtance  in  ltrong  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and  that  they  at  lad,  that  is 
to  fay  on  the  28 ih  of  July,  1796, 
thought  it  necedarv  for  their  own 
juftification,  to  requeft  the  chair 
cellar  of  the  exchequer  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  his  majefty’s  cabinet  their  mod 
ferious  and  folemn  remondrance  ; 
in  which  they  declare  that,  44  ftn- 
fible  of  the  alarming  and  dangerous 
date  of  public  credit,  nothing  could 
induce  them  to  comply  with  the 
demand  then  made  upon  them,  but 
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the  dread  that  their  refufal  might 
be  productive  of  a  greater  evil.”' 

6.  That  it  appears,  that  during 
the  above  period  a  confiderable 
portion  of  the  bank  advances  was 
occafioned  by  payments  of  bills  of 
exchange  drawn  on  the  treafury 
from  abroad. 

7.  That  it  appears  that  it  had  fel- 
dom  been  the  cudom  of  the  bank 
of  England  to  advan:e,  on  the  ac¬ 
count  of  fuch  bills,  more  than  from 
2o,oool.  to  ’30,0001.  and  that  even 
during  the  American  war  fuch  bills 
never  exceeded  at  any  one  time  the 
him  of  150,0001.  ;  the  wifdom  of 
our  aneeftors  having  forefeen,  and 
provided  againft,  the  mifehief  of 
fimilar  advances  by  a  claufe  in  an 
ah  pal hd  in  the  fifth  year  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Mary,  by  which  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  England  were  re  ft  rained  from 
advancing  any  films  of  money,  o- 
ther  than  on  fuch  funds  on  which 
a  credit  is  granted  by  parliament. 

8.  That  it  appears,  that  from 
and  after  the  year  1793,  at  which 
time  an  ah  of  parliament  palled. 
Containing  a,  ciauie  by  which  the 
direhors  of  the  bank  are  indemni¬ 
fied  for  the  advances  they  had  made 
out  of  the  bills  drawn  from  abroad, 
and  exempted  in  future  from  the 
penalties  of  the  faid  ah  of  William 
and  Mary,  refpeCting  fuch  ad¬ 
vances  to  government,  the  amount 
of  treafury  bills  paid  at  the  bank 
continued  progreftiveiy  to  in-create; 
and  that  between,  the  ift  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  1795,  and  the  25th  of  February, 
1797,  turns  to  the  amount  of  up¬ 
wards  of  15,000,000!.  were  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  advanced  to  govern¬ 
ment  upon  this  head. 

9.  That  it  appears,  that  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank  did,  at  various 
times,  during  the  years  1 79 5,  1796, 
and  1797,  apply  to  the  chancellor 
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of  the  exchequer  for  re-payment 
0}  fuch  advances,  and  reprefented 
to  him  the  ruinous  confequences  to 
themfelves  and  to  the  public,  of 
continuing  the  fyftem  of  making 
treafury-bills  payable  at  the  bank ; 
and  that  they  even  declared  they 
conceived  it  to  be  “  an  unconftitu- 
tional  mode  of  railing  money,  and 
what  they  were  not  warranted  by 
their  charter  £0  confent  to.” 

10.  That  it  appears,  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  did,  at 
various  times,  in  that  period,  un¬ 
dertake  to  reduce  the  advances  on 
that  head  within  the  fum  of 
500,0001.  and  likewife  fo  to  ar¬ 
range  his  payments  as  to  put  an 
end  to  the  account ;  but  that,  ne- 
yerthelefs,  the  faid  promifes  never 
•were  kept  by  him,  and  that  the  ad¬ 
vances  on  treafury-bills,  on  the 
-28th  February,  1797,  amounted  to 
1,619,0491. 

11.  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe, 
that  foreign  remittances  to  a  much 
larger  amount  than  ever  were 
known  in  the  mod  expend ve  wars 
in  which  this  country  has  been  in¬ 
volved,  have  taken  place  lince  the 
year  1793. 

12.  That  the  extent  of  fuch  re¬ 
mittances  occaiioned  at  fo  early  a 
period  as  the  end  of  the  year  1794, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 795, 
great  alarms  in  the  minds  of  the  di¬ 
rectors,  which  they  had  at  various 
periods  communicated  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer ;  and  that 
on  the  3d  December,  1795,  the 
court  of  directors,  under  the  appre- 
henfion  that  it  was  intended  to 
grant  a  further  loan  to  the  emperor, 
came  to  a  refolution  by  which  they 
declare  their  unanimous  opinion, 
that,  lhould  fuch  a  loan  take  place, 
it  would  be  «  moft  fatal  in  its  con¬ 
fequences  to  the  bank  of  England.” 
That  they  communicated  Inch  re¬ 


folution  to  the  chancellor  of  th$ 
exchequer,  who  affured  them  “  he 
fliould  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  it, 
unlefs  the  fituation  of  things  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  bank  fliould  fo  alter  as 
to  render  fuch  a  loan  of  no  import¬ 
ance  or  inconvenience  to  them.” 

13.  That  on  the  5th  of  February, 

1 796,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  after  hating,  in  converfation 
with  the  governor  and  deputa¬ 
tion  from  the  bank  of  England, 
his  opinion  of  the  neceffity  of  fur¬ 
ther  aflifling  the  emperor,  promifed 
to  take  no  hep  in  that  bufinefs 
without  previouhy  commynicrtting 
to  them  his  intention. 

14.  That  on  the  11th  of  Februa¬ 
ry  j  1796,  the  directors  of  the  bank 
patted  unanimouhy  the  following 

“  Relolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  court,  founded  upon  the  ex,pe-  - 
rience  of  the  effeCts  of  the  late  im¬ 
perial  loan,  that,  if  any  further  loan 
or  advance  of  money  to  the  em- 
peror,  oy  to  any  other  foreign  hate, 
hiould  in  the  prefent  hate  of  af¬ 
fairs  take  place,  it  will  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  prove  fatal  to  the  bank  of 
England. 

“  The  court  of  directors,  there¬ 
fore,  do  moh  earnehly  deprecate 
the  adoption  of  any  fuch  meafure, 
and  they  folemnly  proteh  againh 
any  refponfibility  for  the  calami¬ 
tous  confequences  that  may  follow 
thereupon.” 

To  which  refolution,  when  com¬ 
municated  to  him,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  returned  for  an- 
fvver,  “That,  after  the  repeated  in- 
timation  which  he  had  given  to 
the  governor,  &c.  of  the  bank,  that 
no  further  loan  to  the  emperor 
would  be  refoived  on  without  pre¬ 
vious  communication  with  the 
bank,  he  did  not  fee  any  rcafon  for 
thefe  refolutions  j  that  he  did  lup- 
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pdfe  they  were  adopted  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  alarm,  and  that  he  ftiould 
confider  them  in  that  light.” 

15.  That,  both  from  the  general 
tenor  of  the  faid  anfwer,  arid  from 
its  particular  reference  to  the  fub- 
ilance  and  matter  of  the  refolutioiis 
then  communicated  to  him,  he  gave 
the  governors,  &c.  of  the  bank  to 
underftand  that  he  was  bound  by 
promife  to  them  to  negotiate  no 
loan  for  the  fervice  of  his  imperial 
majefty,  nor  to  make  any  remit¬ 
tance  either  to  his  faid  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty,  or  any  foreign  prince,  under 
any  pretence  whatfoever,  without 
previoufly  communicating  fuch  his 
intention  to  the  bank  of  England  ; 
that  the  directors  fo  underftood 
him,  and  that,  impreffed  with  that 
belief,  they  abftained  from  making 
any  further  remonftrance  on  this 
fubjeft. 

16.  That  neverthelefs  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  for  fome 
time  prior  to  February  11,  1796, 
clandeftioely  remitted,  and  did  for 
feverai  months  fubfequent  clandef- 
tinely  remit,  his  faid  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty,  and  other  foreign  princes, 
large  fums  of  money,  in  defiance  of 
his  repeated  promifes,  and  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  his  folemnn  engagement 
with  the  bank  of  England,  and 
Confequent  upon  their  refolution  of 
the  nth  of  February. 

17.  That  it  appears,  that  if  the 
faid  advances  of  the  bank  to  go- 
Vernment  had  been  paid  off  when 
required,  or  confiderably  reduced, 
the  bank  would  have  been  enabled 
to  reduce,  if  expedient,  the  amount 
of  its  outftanding  notes  ;  and  that 
fuch  option  would  have  been  of  ef- 
fential  fervice  to  its  interefts. 

18.  That  it  appears  from  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  governor  and  deputy 
governor  of  the  bank,  that  if  the 
faid  advances  had  been  paid  ofF 
when  required,  or  confiderably  re- 
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duced,  the  bank  Would  have  been 
enabled  to  give  more  extended  aid 
to  the  mercantile  intereft  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  way  of  difcount. 

19,  That  it  apoears  that  if  the 
advances  on  treafurv  bills  had  been 
paid  off  when 'required,  and  as  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
promifed,  and  the  foreign  remit¬ 
tances  abftained  from,  as  the  chan-s 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  had  like- 
wife  promifed,  thdre  would  have 
exifted  no  neceffity  for  fu (pending 
the  due  and  ordinary  courfe  of  the 
bank  payments  in  Cadi. 

20.  That  it  appears  ta  this  houfe, 
upon  an  attentive  examination  of 
the  evidence  reported  by  the  fecret 
committee,  upon  a  minute  perufal 
of  the  correfpondence  between  the 
governor  and  directors  of  the  bank 
of  England  arid  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  during  the  years 
1795,  1796,  and  1797;  and  after 
a  thorough  review  of  the  whole 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  that  the 
negiedf  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  in  difcharging  or  fufEcient- 
ly  diminifhing  the  amount  of  the 
fums  advanced  to  government  by 
the  bank  of  England,  his  perfever- 
ance  in  directing  treafurv  bills  of 
exchange,  to  an  amount  unex¬ 
ampled,  to  be  paid  at  the  bank,  his 
frequent  promifes  and  conftant 
breach  of  thofe  promifes  to  reduce 
their  amount  within  the  fum  of 
5oo,oool.  and  that  the  enormous  a- 
mount  of  his  remittances  to  foreign 
princes  in  loans  and  fubfidies,  were 
the  principal  and  leading  caufes 
which  produced  the  neceffity  for 
the  order  of  council  on  the  26th  of 
February  laft. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  faid,  that 
the  fubjedt  upon  which  he  was 
now  to  add  refs  their  lordfhips,  was 
attended  with  difficulty  .  He  hoped, 
however,  to  be  able  to  fatisfy  them", 
that  they  ought  not  agree  to  the  re- 

&  fol  u  lions 
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Solutions  which  had  been  propofed. 
With  regard  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  committee,  to  which  the  noble 
duke  objected,  he  would  anfwer,  it 
was  necedary  that  they  ftvould  have 
before  them  ever?  thing  connected 
with  the  inveftigatiqn;  and  with  re- ' 
fpect  to  the  conduct  of  it,  never 
was  the  conduct  of  a  committee 
more  candid  and  impartial.  The 
noble  duke  had  laid,  that  a  great 
part  of  his  ci  mge  was  directed  a- 
gainft  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  ;  yet  this  culprit  had  been  .ex¬ 
amined  upon  oath  —  the  firft  inftance 
in  this ,  country  of  the  kind,  and 
which,  in  fadt,  was  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  die  law  of  England. 
Wirh  regard  to  the  fummary  allud¬ 
ed  to,  he  was  fure  nothing  could  be 
expreifed  with  greater  candour  and 
modefty.  That  the' diminution  of 
bank-notes,  according  to  the  duke's 
.pontion,  would  in creafe  the  quantity 
of  fpecie,  was  an  abfurd  hypothefis; 
that  it  might  decreafe  the  demand  of 
them,  was  the  only  view  in  which 
the  obfervation  Was  intelligible. 
.His  lord  (hip  then  deftred  the  clerk 
mhdit  read  the  mimites  of  the  court 
of  directors  in  1795,  dnd  the  an  - 
fwefs  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  on  the  imperial  loan,  in 
'1795  and  1796;  the  refolution  of 
the  committee  of  treafufy,  dated 
February  11,  1796,  with  his  further 
anfwers.  His  lordfhip  laid,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  from  the  evidence  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  report,  that  the  bank  had 
at  different  times  made  application 
to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
{rating  the  danger  which  they  ap¬ 
prehended  from  the  continuance  of 
foreign  remittances.  A  direhf  an- 
fwer  was  given  to  the  two  firft,  viz. 
that  no  imperial  loan  fliould  be 
brought  forward.  The  third  appli¬ 
cation  mentioned  both  loan  and  ad¬ 
vances  ;  the  anfwer  intimated,  that 
there  fliould  be  no  loan,  but  it  ne- 
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ver  was  to  be  confidered  as  imply¬ 
ing  that  there  fliould  be  no  ad¬ 
vances.  His  lordfhip  obferved 
further,  that  the  noble  duke  was' 
inaccuratb  in  the  fa£fs  which  he 
ftated  as  a  confequence  of  this 
meafure;  no  bills  drawn  for  thefe 
advances  were  received  till  July, 
yet  the  rate  of  exchange  from  Oc¬ 
tober  that  year  till  March  follow¬ 
ing  rofe  confiderably  in  our  fa¬ 
vour.  It  appeared,  from  the  report, 
that  14,918,000!.  had  been  remitted 
to  the  continent  this  war,  and  in 
1763,  fifteen  millions;  were  we  lefs 
able  now  to  fuftain  fuch  a  charge? 

It  was  proved  that  the  balance  of 
trade  for  the  laft  four  years  was  at 
an  average  of  ten  millions  a -year; 
the  whole,  remittances  out  of  the 
country  had  been  thirty-two  milli¬ 
ons,  and  the  balance  for  the  fame 
four  years  of  the  war  had  been  for¬ 
ty-two  millions  :  —  was  it  poflible 
the  ft  op  page  of  the  bank  could  be 
aferibed  to  the  imperial  remit¬ 
tances  ?  With  regard  to  the  effect 
of  the  advances  by  the  bank  to  go¬ 
vernment,  he  had  to  obfefve,  that 
a  very  confiderable  fum  had  been 
ftated  as  advances  by  the  bank, 
which  in  fa£l  did  not  belong  to 
them,  but  was  the  amount  of  un¬ 
claimed  dividends,  which  had  been 
taken  for  the  public  fervice.  His 
lordfhip  obferved,  that  the  advan¬ 
ces  to  government  were  by  no 
means  unprecedented;  for  in  the 
year  1780  they  were  io,ooo,oool. 
feme  what  higher  in  1797;  and.  in 
1793  they  were  only  an  hundred 
thoufand  lefs.  The  bank,  too,  mull 
be  able  to  make  advances  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  general  profperkv  of 
commerce  and  increafe  of  wealth. 
Our  commerce  was  nearly  double 
to  what  it  was  in  1782,  and  1783. 
Was  it  poflible  that  this  advance 
could  produce  effects  fo  ferious  as 
to  fufpeati  the  money-payments  of 
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the  bank  ?  His  lordfliip  laid,  that 
Country  bank-notes  were  the  chiif 
'circulation  in  the  country;  and 
thefe  in  the  moment  of  alarm  pro¬ 
duced  a  run  upon  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  refervoir  of  the  cafh  of 
the  kingdom.  After  commenting 
upon  the  fubjeft  for  fome  length, 
he  concluded  by  moving  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  obferved, 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  neceffity 
of  continuing  the  order  of  council, 
he  doubted  the  neceffity  of  origin¬ 
ally  iffiuing  it.  He  thought  that  the 
bank  might  have  been  enabled  to 
go  on,  or,  if  obliged  to  hop  at 
laft,  it  would  have  been  better  that 
it  had  (hut  up  the  doors,  and  fhevvn 
to  the  public  that  its  floppage  arofe 
from  its  own  want  of  cafh ;  inftead 
of  its  being  proved  that  fuch  an 
event  arofe  from  the  wants  of  go¬ 
vernment.  The  bank  themfelves, 
he  remarked,  had  exprefsly  de¬ 
clared,  that  they  were  of  opinion 
that  the  imperial  loan  had  produced 
the  fcarcity  of  their  calh;  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  no 
right  to  diftruft  their  authority.  The 
bank  had  repeatedly  demanded  of 
government  repayment  of  their  ad¬ 
vances,  which  was  one  of  their  re- 
fources  for  extricating  themfelves 
from  their  embarraffiment;  and  he 
did  not  doubt  but,  had  the  promifes 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
been  kept,  they  would  have  been 
enabled  to  go  on.  His  lordlhip 
concluded  by  faying,  they  fhould 
confider  whether  thev  could  avoid 
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a  decifion  by  fupporting  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion,  which  he  admitted 
was  a  fair  way  of  getting  rid  of  the 
refolutions,  which  however  were 
fome  of  them  undoubted  truifms. 

Lord  Auckland  rofe  to  make 
fome  incidental  remarks  in  anfwer 
to  the  duke  of  Bedford,  nearly  fi mi- 
la  r  to  thofe  delivered  by  the  earl  of  - 
Liverpool. 


The  duke  of  Leeds  congra- 
tulated  the  houfe  ori  the  favoura¬ 
ble  defcription  of- the  fttuation  of 
the  country  given  by  the  noble 
earl  who  fpoke  fecond  in  the  de¬ 
bate.  He  lamented  that  there  fhould 
be  any  mifimderftaiYdi ng  or  dilpute 
between  the  government  and  the 
bank.  His  grace  concluded  by 
faying,  he  thought  it  very  extraor¬ 
dinary,  and  fome  what  ft  range,  that 
the  noble  duke  ftiouid  come  for¬ 
ward  with  what  might  be  confidered 
as  an  oppofition-motion,  grounded 
upon  the  very  documents  that  af¬ 
forded  thofe  who  oppofed  it  a  fund 
of  reafoning  againft  it. 

Earl  Strange  (duke  of  Athol) 
fa  id,  he  had  read  the  report  With 
the  greateft  attention,  and  thought 
it  contained  aconclufive  evidence^ 
that  no  blame  was  afcribable  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  his 
conduft  with  regard  to  the  bank. 
Ele  had  liftened  to  the  arguments  of 
the  noble  duke  that  day,  and  no¬ 
thing  that  he  had  heard  from  him 
had  in  the  fmalleft  degree  altered 
ehis  opinion.  But  before  he  fat 
down,  he  could  not  help  expreffing 
his  feelings,  at  the  violent  language 
of  the  nobie  duke  in  the  conciufion 
of  his  fpeech.  .  The  noble  duke  he 
was  perfuaded  would  not  have  u fed 
fuch  language  'in  any  other  place,  ’ 
and  he  thought  the  fame  regard, 
decorum,  and  refpe£l  was  due  to 
their  lordffiips  in  general,  who  were 
at  liberty  to  entertain  whatever  po¬ 
litical  fentiments  their  own  judr- 
ments  direfted. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  rofe  to 
apologize' for  fome  of  the  intempe¬ 
rate  expreffions  which  he  had  made 
ufe  of  in  the  conciufion  of  his 
fpeech.  His  grace  then  referred  to 
the  evidence  of.  Mr.  Giles,  Mr. 
Raikes,  and  Mr.  Bofanquet,  to 
fliew,  that  they  clearly  underftooi 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
that  neither  loan  nor  advances  were 
K  2  to 
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to  be  made  to  the  emperor  without 
their  previous  knowledge,  and  that 
they  re-afferted  that  the  .whole  of 
the  laft  two  years.  His  grace  thought 
that  the  repeated  warnings  which 
they  gave  him  ought  to  have  deter¬ 
mined  him  from  the  drain  of  cafh 
from  the  bank,  which  had  brought 
on  the  calamity  of  the  ftoppage  of 
payment. 

Lord  Grenville  rofe  to  make 
fome  remarks  upon  what  had  fallen 
from  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  con¬ 
tended  that,  if  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  given  any  affuranee 
to  the  governor  and  directors  of  the 
bank,  lhat  no  advances  fliould  be 
made  to  the  empreor  without  their 
revious  concurrence,  it  would  not 
ave  been  what  the  noble  duke  had 
called  it,  the  government  taking  the 
direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
Of  England  into  their  own  hands, 
but  it  would  have  been  In  fad 
a  furrender  of  the  fundions  of  go¬ 
vernment  into  the  hands  of  the 
bank.  His  lordfhip  admitted  that 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
might  have  overlooked  the  word  ad¬ 
vances  in  the  application  of  the 
bank,  and  have  anfwered  them  ge¬ 
nerally,  without  fuppofmg  govern¬ 
ment  "fhould  be  in  any  degree  re¬ 
trained  in  pri-ate  remittances  to 
the  emperor  or  other  foreign  pow¬ 
er  :  neither  was  there  any  one  fad 
to  prove  that 'the  advances  to  the 
emperor  had  either  occafioned  ft 
run  upon  the  bank,  affeded  the 
exchanges,  or  injured  the  credit  of 
the  country.  After  remarking  at 
fome  ^length  that  the  exchange  had 
<rifen  in  our  favour  during  the  ad¬ 
vances,  which,  he  faid,  had  been  ful¬ 
ly  proved  by  the  convincing  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  noble  earl,  his  lord¬ 
ship  concluded  by  making  fome 
remarks  on  the  violent  language 
employed  by  the  duke.  of  Bed¬ 
ford. 


The  duke  of  Bedford  made  % 
fliort  reply,  in  which  he-  faid,  as 
long  as  he  exifted,  he  fhould  i  old 
it  his  duty  to  declare  his  fentiments 
on  public  matters  with  freedom, 
equally  regardlefs  of  the  noble  fe- 
cretary’s  reprehenfion  or  his  mif- 
reprefentation. 

After  a  few  words  in  explana¬ 
tion  from  the  earl  of  Guildford, 
the  previous  queflion  was  put  on 
each  of  the  feries  of  refolutions, 
and  carried. 

Both  the  order  of  time  and  the  or¬ 
der  of  precedence  demanded  that  the 
firft  place  fliould  be  afligned  to  the 
debates  of  the  lords  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  fubjedt. — It  was,  however,  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons  that  the  moll 
intereffing  debates  took  place  ;  and 
to  thefe  it  is  our  wifli  particularly 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  reader. 

On  the  2,8th  of  February  a  meG 
fage  fimilar  to  that  which  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  was 
brought  up  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer.  When  he  moved  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  day  for  taking  the  fame 
into  confideration  — 

The  chancellor, faid,  he  had  giyert 
notice  the  preceding  day  that  he 
fliould  j&rft  move  an  addrefs  to  his 
nruijefty,  returning  him  thanks  for 
his  gracious  communication,  and 
to  alTiire  him  that  the  houfe  would 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  deli¬ 
beration  of  the  important  fubjedb. 
His  fecond  motion,  he  informed 
them,  was  for  the  appointment  of  a 
feieft  committee,  to  inquire  into 
tiie  outftanding  engagements  of  th& 
bank.  He  therefore  moved,  that 
an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  majefty,  thanking  him  for  his? 
moil  gracious  communication. 

Mr.  Dundas  fecouded  the  mo¬ 
tion,  which  was  carried  nem,  con, 
and  ordered  to  be  taken. to  his  ma- 
jeftv,  by  fuch  of  the  members  of 
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the  houfe  as  were  of  his  majefty’s 

privy  council. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
next  proceeded  to  fubmittothe  houfe 
his  promifed  motion  relative  to  ap¬ 
pointing  a  feleft  committee  to  make 
fuch  inquiry  into  the  Rate  of  the 
bank  as  might  be  thought  neceflary 
to  juftify  the  neceffity  of  the  mea- 
fure  adopted  by  the  bank  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  order  of  council. 
But  though  there  could  be  no  hefi- 
tation  with  refpedt  to  the  folidity  of 
the  bank,  it  was  incumbent,  he 
obferved,  upon  them  to  take  the 
proper  means  to  fatisfy  themfelves, 
that  the  meafure  which  had  been 
adopted  in  confequence  of  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  council  was  occafioned  by 
unavoidable  emergency.  It  was 
now  neoeiTary  that  parliament  Ihould 
be  called  upon  to  confirm  that  opi¬ 
nion,  and  to  fan&ion  that  meafure 
by  an  adt  of  the  legiffature*  With 
refpebi  to  the  amount  of  the  out- 
Banding  demands  of  the  bank,  and 
the  means  whichthev  polTefs  for  dif- 
charging  their  obligations,  the  in¬ 
quiry  would  be  comprifed  in  a 
fhort  compafs ;  and  from  the  refult 
of  a  very  fhort  inveffigation,  the 
advantage  of  the  meafure  adopted 
would,  in  his  opinion,  appear  fo 
obvious  as  to  lay  the  natural  foun¬ 
dation  of  every  further  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  the  houfe.  It  was 
ropofed  that  public  fecurity  fiiotdd 
6  given,  not  only  for  the  out- 
'  Banding  claims  on  the  bank,  but 
alfo  for  thofe  additional  iffues  of 
paperwhich  might  be  deemed  advife- 
abJe.  *>  It  is  neceffary,  however, 
(Continued  Mr.  Pitt)  to  obferve  one 
'  point  relative  to  the  neceffity  of  ad« 
opting  fuch  a  meafure.  It  mud 
'*  appear  tp  every  reflecting  man,  that 
it  is  a  fubje£t  of  inquiry  of  fo  de¬ 
licate  a  nature,  that  it  cannot,  con¬ 
fidently  with  public  fafety,  be  pufh- 
fcd  to  great  particularity  or  minute- 


nefs  of  detail  ”  It  would  alfo,  he 
fa  id,  be  highly  improper  for  the 
committee  to  enter  into  a  minute 
inveftigation  of  the  precife  Bate  of 
the  different  descriptions  of  fpecie 
belonging, to  the  bank.  It  would 
therefore  be  neceflary  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  fliould  be  a  fecret 
one,  and  that  they  flvould  be  in- 
ftru&ed  not  to  pufh  their  inquiries 
too  minutely  into  particulars.  On 
thefe  grounds  he  was  defirousto  relf 
the  motion,  which  was  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  effect: 

«  That  a  committee  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to  examine  and  Bate  the  total 
amount  of  outflanding  demands  on 
the  bank  of  England,  and  likeyvife 
of  the  funds  for  difcharging  the 
fame,  and  to  report  the  refult  there¬ 
of  to  the  houfe,  together  with  their 
opinion  of  the  neceiiity  of  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  confirmation  and  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  meafures  taken  in 
purfuance  of  the  minute  of  coun¬ 
cil,  on  the  26th  inftant.” 

The  motion  being  read, 

Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  addrefied  the 
houfe.  —  When  he  confidered,  he 
faid,  the  wonderful  event  which  had 
this  night  been  announced  to  the 
houfe ;  when  he  took  into  review 
the  caufes  which  had  led  to  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  fituation  of  affairs,  and 
the  effects  likely  to  refult  from  it  j 
after  the  paufe  which  had  been  af¬ 
forded  for  deliberation,  he  did  not 
at  all  feel  more  fanguinely  or  more 
agreeably  than  he  did  on  the  fir  if 
mention  of  the  fubjeft,  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  moved 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
for  the  purpofe  of  inquiry  ;  but  it 
might.be  expected,  that  the  mini- 
fter  who  had  conducted  affairs  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  call  for  the 
meafure  which  was  now  propofed, 
would  not  have  been  contented  to 
pafs  fo  (lightly  over  the  nature  of 
the  crtfis.  Every  man  whtf  read  the 
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order  of  council  mrift  have  been 
ft  ruck  with  the  reflexion  that  this 
was  the  firft  time  a  meafure  had  been 
adopted  by  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  in  this  country  to  prevent  the 
bank  from  anfwering  the  demands  of 
its  lawful  creditors.  If  the  meafure 
was  indifpenfably  required  from 
the  preffing  exigency  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  imperious  confideration 
of  public  fafety,  an  ad  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  furely  the  only  proper 
mode  of  effecting  the  purpofe.  That 
hoiife  was  that  particular  branch  of 
the  legifiature  which  ftiould  have 
been  confulted  on  fuch  an  pcca- 
fion.  All  thofe  who  had  turned 
their  attention  to  the  paper-credit  of 
this  country,  (Mr.  Fox  obferved), 
mull  view  with  alarm  for  years  and 
centuries  to  come,  that  the  rtvini- 
fters  or  the  executive  government 
had  by  the  prefent  meafure  claimed 
a  power  to  annihilate  at  one  breath 
all  the  property  of  the  creditors  of 
the  bank.  The  proclamation  of 
the  council  merely  forbade  the  i Hir¬ 
ing  of  money  ;  the  paper,  however, 
fubfequently  publifned  from  the 
bank  removed  all  doubt  with  refpeCt 
to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  mea- 
lure;  and  thanks  were  due  to  the 
directors  for  the  expiicitnefs  they  had 
manifefted  on  the  occafion.  The  mi- 
nifrer,  who  came  down  to  the  houfe, 
and  endeavoured  to  prove  that  ne? 
cdxity  had  compelled  him  to  this  fa¬ 
tal  and  irremediable  act  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  ought  at  lead  to  have  been 
prepared  to  fliew  that  the  neceflity 
had  been  occafioned  by  no  fault  of 
his  own,  and  that  the  moft  rigid  ce- 
conomy  had  prevailed  in  every  de¬ 
partment  of  admin iftratio'n.  If  I 
thought  that  the  committee  (added 
Mr.  Fox)  would  be  empowered  to 
go  into  all  the  caufes  which  have 
led  to  this  difaftrous  ftate  of  affairs, 
and  into  all  the  circumftances  con¬ 
nected  vy;ith  the  tranfahtion,  I  cer¬ 


tainly  ftiould  not  defire  that  the  in¬ 
quiry  ftiould  be  placed  on  a  more 
extenfive  feale.  But  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  has  intimated, 
that  it  is  not  his  intention  the  in¬ 
quiry  fliould  be  conduced  in  this 
mariner.  I  therefore  fay,  if  the 
houfe  of  commons  ftiould  allow  this 
committee  to  be  appointed,  they 
will  moft  fcandaloufly  abandon  their 
duty  if  they  confine  their  inquiry 
to  what  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  has  this  night  ftated.”  Mr. 
Fox  next  remarked,  that  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  bank  often  told  the  mi- 
nifter,  what  the  effeCI  would  be 
of  fending  fuch  vaft  fums  of  money 
abroad;  for  he  feat  fums  not  only 
againft  the  opinion  and  in  defiance 
of  the  remonftrances  of  the  bank, 
but  in  one  inftance  againft  the 
known  fpirit,  and  palpably  againft: 
the  very  letter ,  of  the  co?ifiitution.  In 
the  courfe  of  what  he  had  laid,  he 
had  abstained  from  much  obferva- 
tion  upon  what  he  thought  would 
be  the  effeCl  of  the  meafure  now 
before.the  houfe.  He  thought  that 
in  many  parts  of  the  meafure  it 
was  impoffible  to  conceive  anything 
that  would  be  more  mifehievons  to 
this  country;  he  could  not  put  any 
thing  in  competition  with  the  danger 
of  refining  to  pay  the  public  creditor. 
Fie. did  not  think,  that  even -under 
the  meafures  of  the  prefent  ad  mi¬ 
ll  iftrat  ion  our  total  ruin  was  be¬ 
come  fo  near.  It  was  our  duty,  if 
pofii bie,  to  retrieve  our  affairs;  but 
if  the  houfe  perfifteri  in  confiding 
in  minifters,  “  our  ruin  (faid  Mr, 
Fox)  is  inevitable  !” 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  obferved,  that, 
when  information  was  received  that 
this  meafure  was  to  be  adopted,  all 
the  bankers  were  itruck  with  con- 
fternation.  They  did  not  know 
whether  they  ftiould  be  able  to  keep 
open  their  (hops;  and  lie  was  a  - 
fraid  that  the  bank-paper  would  fall 

into 
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into  as  low  a  condition. as  affi gnats 
or  mandats.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
f«ch  as  the'  chancellor  of  the  ex-' 
chequer  had  moved  for,  would  an- 
fwer  no  good  purpofe  without  a 
full  and  complete  inquiry  into  all 
the  cireumftances  that  have  led  ns 
to  this  dreadfuHituation ;  and  there¬ 
fore  this  proportion  fhould  have 
his  negative. 

Mr.  Martin  laid,  he  could  not  help 
taking  notice  that  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  propoled  an  in¬ 
quiry  which  in  its  nature  was  a  par¬ 
tial  one.  It  appeared  to  him  an 
abfurdity,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  vote  for  it. 

.  Sir  John  Sinclair  remarked,  that 
the  only  rational  mode  of  judging 
what  ought  to  be  done  in  future, 
was  to  look  at  what  had  been  done 
in  former  times ;  for  this  purpofe 
he  referred  to  the  journals  in  the 
year  1696,  where  it  appeared  there 
had  been  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs 
of  the  bank,  but  that  inquiry  had 
not  been  a  partial  one.  u  We 
fhould  therefore  (faid  he)  know  all 
the  circumflances  that  led  to  that 
which  we  now  feel.  He  had  learnt 
from  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  that  it  .was  the  intention  of 
government  that  the  notes  of  the 
bank  of  England  fhould  be  received 
from  individuals  to  the  public  ; 
upon  which  there  was  one  obferva- 
tion  which  appeared  to  him  ex¬ 
tremely  neceffary.  While  the  notes 
of  the  bank  continue  in  credit, 
they  may  be  received  by  the  public 
from  the  individual,  and  the  reve¬ 
nue  will  not  fuffer  ;  but  if  they 
Ihouid  fall  in  credit,  the  revenue 
rviuii  neceijarily  be  dirxiinifhed,  and 
the  lofs  in  that  refpedt  will  be  a  lofs 
to:  the  public  in  aferious  way.  The 
next  point  to  be  con  fide  red  was, 
whether  bank-notes  were  to  be 
deemed  a  legal  tender  from  the  pub?- 


lie  to  the  individual hecaufe,  un- 
lefs  this  was  enabled  by  law,  it 
would  be  impoilibie  to  carry  on 
-the  public  affairs,  for  there  was  not 
fpecie  enough  in  the  country  to- 
pay  all  the  public  creditors.  >  The 
depreciation  of  bank  paper,  he  faid v 
in  faH,  would  alter  the  price  of 
every  article  that  was  pure  ha  fed  a- 
broad.  After  commenting  upon 
the  fubjecl  at  feme  length,  he  con-* 
eluded  by  faying,  he  trailed,  that  if 
a  committee  fhould  be  appointed, 
it  would  confift  of  able  and  inde- 1 
pendent  men,  and  not  of  perfons 
who  would  either  fupport  or  oppofe 
ad  mini  fixation  upon  interefled  or 
party,  motives. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  it  appeared 
to  him  totally  impoilibie  for  him  to 
fupport  a  motion  which  limited 
the  committee  to  fuch  a  fuperficial 
inquiry.  The  meafure  reforted  to 
by  government  appeared  to  be  a 
direbl  injury  to  the  bank  of  England. 
He  never  heard  that  any  requeft 
had  been  made  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  for  the  interference  or  affifl- 
ance  of  government;  nor  could  he 
conceive  the  juftice  of  government,  ■ 
in  the  hrft  inflance,  making  the 
bank  a  corporation  of  bankers,  and 
afterwards  exonerating  them  from 
paying  the  money  deposited  in  their 
hands.  With  refpebl  of  the  propo-  ‘ 
fal  of  referring  the  whole  bufinefs 
to  a  feerct  committee,  who  were  to 
report  their  opinion  to  parliament, 
he  thought  the  bank  and  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  bank  ought  not  to 
fu  limit  to  have  thole  for  truftees  of 
themational  purfe,  over  whom  they 
had  no  controul.  The  partnerfhip 
between  the  government  and  the 
bank,  he  faid,  was  compuiiive  and 
uiijdff;  ms  if  being  a  partnerfhip 
between  an  info  Iv.ent  government 
which  required -a  foivent  company 
to.  bolder  up  its  ruined  finances.5’ 
With  refpebt  to  the  utility  of  a  fe- 
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cret  committee,  he  thought  it  would 
be  of*  none  ;  for  he  would  much  ra¬ 
ther  take  the  word  of  the  directors 
of  the  bank,  as  to  the  refponfibility 
and  folidity  of  their  funds,  than  he 
would  the  report  of  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
which  only  had  the  power  of  leak¬ 
ing  a  partial  inquiry.  Did  the  houfe 
imagine,  that  the  way  to  reftore 
the  refponfibility  of  the  bank  was 
to  confirm  its  bankruptcy  ?  for  it 
was  clear  that  the  firft  time  the 
bank  refufed  to  pay  its  notes  in  fpe- 
cie,  in  confequence  of  the  order  of 
council,  it  did  commit  an  adt  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy.  Forthefe  reafonshe  ihould 
oppofe  the  motion  as  nugatory. 

Lord  Wycombe  made  a  few  re¬ 
marks  relative  to  the  fituation  pf 
the  country,  and  laid  that  the  houfe 
had  proceeded  upon  every  thing 
juft  as  the  minifter  had  thought  fit 
to  propofe,  for  a  great  length  of 
time,  and  more  efpecially  for  the 
two  iaft  years  ;  they  had  been  quite 
unmindful  of  the  public  rights  and 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  They 
had  availed  theinfelves  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  torpor  and  the  public  ignorance, 
to  deprive  then)  of  their  deareft 
fights.  If  he  had  reafoi)  to  believe 
that  the  fufpenfion  of  payment  re¬ 
quired  by  the  privy  council  was  ne- 
ceftary  for  the  public  purpofes,  and 
if  he  had  reafon  to  believe  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  purfue  this  plan  to  remove 
a  public  preffure  at  home,  he  ihould 
have  no  objection  to  accede  ;  but 
if  he  thought  all  this  was  intended 
merely  to  cover  a  defiga  of  fending 
jmoney  to  the  continent  to  carry  on 
the  war,  he  was  bound  in  duty 
to  give  it  his  negative. 

Mr.  Pollen  objected.  to  the.  in-? 
quiry  being  a  partial  one ;  hut 
thought  it  ought  to  be  as  extenfive 
as  polfible,  to  prove  that  admini- 
ftration  had  not  forfeited  the  confi- 
fienCe  repofed  in  them; 


H  A  U  V 

Mr.  C.  Torke  faid,  as  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  was  only  relative 
to  the  limitation  of  the  powers  of 
the  committee,  it  appeared  to  him 
highly,  neceftary  that  an  immediate 
report  would  be  brought  in. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird  faid,  that 
as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  order  of 
council  he  was  filled  with  alarm  for 
the  fituation  of  manufacturers,  and 
inftantly  waited  on  the  directors  of 
the  bank,  in  hopes  that  fome  re¬ 
fer  ve  had  been  made  in  favour  of 
that  induftrious  deferiptiqn  of  men; 
but,  much  to  his  concern,  he  found 
that  no  fuch  referve  had  been  made,  . 
He  had  the  honour  to  reprefent 
a  manufacturing  town,  and  he  had 
inftruCtions  from  his  conftituents 
to  inquire  what  method  would  be 
recommended  to  enable  them  to 
carry  on  their  bufinefs,  and  to  an- 
fwerthe  many  demands  to  which  it 
naturally  expofed  them.  A  rumour 
had  gone  abroad,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  bank  to  ifiue  fmall 
notes  of  one  or  two  guineas  each  ; 
and  he  was  exceedingly  folicitous 
to  know  if  the  rumour  had  any 
foundation,  as  fuch  an  expedient 
would  quiet  the  alarm,  and  ena? 
hie  manufacturers  to^  anfwer  the 
many  claims  continually  made  on 
them. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
replied,  that  the  nece  fifty  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  fmall  payments  had  fug- 
gefted  the  idea  of  doing  fomething 
with  that  view.  It  was  therefore 
his  intention,  before  the  houfe  fe- 
parated,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  which  might  be  carried 
through  the  houfe  with  the  utmoft 
rapidity,  to  enable  the  bank  to 
iftiie  notes  below  five  pounds 
value,  ■  v;  t  cl  niotn  bh« 

Sir  W.  Pulteney  faid,  he  con’? 
fidered  the  ftate  of  the  country  as 
in  reality  no  worfe  in  confequence 
of  the  prefent  ftep,  provided  wife 
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meafures  were  taken  upon  it.  The 
ftoppage  of  payment  in  cgfti  was 
not  to  be  held  as  a  permanent 
fyfiem,  though  the  motives  affigiied 
did  not  fatisfy  him  that  it  was  to  be 
limited.  In  1793  the  Newcaftle 
banks  had  declared,  as  now,  that 
they  muft  flop  the  payment  of  their 
notes  in  cafh,  under  the  preffure  of 
temporary  fcarcitv  ;  but  they  foon 
obtained  the  n  ec  pilar  y  fupply,  and 
went  on  again  as  before.  It  was 
notorious  to  every  body,  that  the 
3ank  had  not  always  befide  them 
cafh  for  all  the  notes  they  blued ; 
for  if  they  had,  why  ilfue  notes  at 
ill?  However,  he  was  of  opinion, 
:hat  the  caufes  which  had  contri. 
3uted  to  place  the  bank  in  this  fit'll* 
ition  ought  to  be  known  ;  though 
"uyh  a  meafure  as  that  adopted  by 
tdminiftration  might  do  no  harm 
or  once,  yet  it  Mas  neceflary  to 
prevent  it  in  future.  0  He  did  not 
tpprove  of  the  plan  propcfed  by 
he  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  as 
bartial  reports  from  the  committee 
vould  not  be  fufficient.  It  was 
certain,  however,  that  the  country 
louid  not  hand  if  the  credit  of  the 
>ank  was  fliaken ;  it  was  therefore 
leceftary  to  protect  its  liability  by  a 
ull  inveftigation  into  the  caufes 
vhich  had  led  to  this  fituation.  It 
vasimpoffible  however  to  prevent 
he  exportation  of  fpecie  and  bul- 
ion-:  Spain  and  Portugal  M'ere  in¬ 
duces  of  it ;  and  if  the  prohibition 
rere  complied  with,  they  would  feel 
:s  bad  effects, 

Mr.  Hufley  faid,  the  honourable 
aronet  had  made  feveral  obferva- 
ions  concerning  the  cadi  kept  by 
le  bank  ;  but  Would  he  fay,  that 
te  advances  made  to  the  emperor 
rnuld  return  in  two  months  to  fup- 
ly  the  demand  af  cafh  which  might 
ome  upon  the  bank.  It  was  the 
hancellor  of  the  exchequer  who 
npofed  upon  them  the  fatal  order. 


Let  him  pay  them  all  the  money 
they  had  advanced,  and  then  the 
difficulty  would  ceafe.  It  was  not 
that  the  bank  wras  unable  to  fatisfy 
its  creditors,  but  it  was  the  con* 
tinued  demand  of  money  to  feed 
the  expences  of  this  ruinous  and 
difaftrous  war  which  rendered  it 
unjuft  to  thofe  udio  depended  upon 
it.  It  was  idle  in  the  extreme,  it 
was  deluding  the  people,  to  talk 
of  a  committee  fuch  as  that  pro. 
pofed.  Let  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  pay  the  ten  millions  due 
to  the  bank,  and  every  thing  would 
refume  its  ufual  courfe. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  that  he  had  been  called  upon 
fp  immediately  by  the  honourable 
baronet  and  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  that 
he  hoped  for  the  indulgence  of  the 
houfe  wffifte  he  made  a  reply.  The 
honourable  baronet  was  alarmed  at 
the  way  in  uffiich  the  propofal  was 
conceived,  as  it  implied  that  the 
meafure  was  to  be  permanent.  He 
allured  the  houfe  that  nothing  could 
be  farther  from  his  intention  ;  fo 
much  the  contrary,  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  a  limited  time  being 
fixed.  However,  while  it  continued, 
"it  ought  to  have  the  fandtion  of  Ie- 
giflative  authority.  With  ‘  refpedl 
to  the  caufes  which  produced  the 
neceffity  of  the  meafure,  opinions, 
would  he  different,  as  the  general 
fentiments  of  individuals  were  dif¬ 
ferent  on  political  topics.  He  how¬ 
ever  was  readv  to  fay,  that  the  An- 
ftrian  loan,  though  one  of  the 
caufes,  M'as  not  the  immediate  caufe 
to  which  the  neceffity  was  to  be  a- 
fcrihed.  The  neceffity  of  the  mea¬ 
fure  originated  in  a  fudden  demand 
of  fpecie  beyond  the  ufual  average  ; 
and  M'ith  refpedt  to  the  quantities  > 
of  money  exported,  and  the  remit¬ 
tances  received,  ft  was  a  point 
m  hich  the  houfe  could  afcertain  by 
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a  motion  of  their  own,  better  than 


by  any  queflion  to  him.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  obfervation  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  u  Pay  the  bank 
what  they  have  advanced,  and  they 
will  be  able  to  anfwer  all  demands,” 
it  was  founded  entirely  on  miftake  ; 
for  by  far  the  greater  part  of  that 
fum  was  floating  advances  not  now 
made  for  the  fir  ft  time ;  nor  was 
there  more  now  outftanding  than 
had  been  before  on  many  occafions 
prior  to  his  corning  into  office.  The 
honourable  gentleman  fuppofed 
that  taxes  were  paid  in  fpecie,  and 
that  the  public  creditor,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  not  paid  at  all.  He 
iliould  repeat,  therefore,  that  the 
inquiry  which  was  neccffary  to  be 
entered  upon  at  prefent,  was  com¬ 
prehended  in  his  original  motion  ; 
whatever  went  beyond  that  objedl 
might  be  referred  to  a  future  op¬ 
portunity. 

Mr.  C.urwen  faid,  that  this  was 
another  rafh  endeavour  on  the  part 
of  the  miniiter  to  delude  the  coun¬ 
try.  His  arguments  at  this  time  of 
the  day  were  a  mockery  of  their 
feelings  and  under  {landing.  He 
faid,  that  paper  was  in  common 
ufage taken  by  the  public  creditor: 
but,  good  God !  was  not  the  cafe 
now  widely  different,  when  paper 
could  no  longer  be  converted  into 
eafh !  After  making  feveral  re¬ 
marks  on  the  cbndudt  of  the  mini- 
fter,  he  concluded  by  faying,  un- 
lefs  thehoufe  made  a  decided  iland, 
the  country  was  ruined. 

Mr.  Brandling  fpoke  in  favour 
of  a  full  inquiry. — And 

Mr.  Baftard  alfo  faid,  that  a  par¬ 
tial  inquiry  would  do  much  harm, 
rather  than  produce  good.  How¬ 
ever,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
bank  needed  no  fupport  ;  but  if 
the  flate  of  the  bank  was  to  be  in- 
vefligated,  was  it  not  of  much 
greater  importance  to  know  the 
flate  of  the  country;  for  without 


fairly  examining  into  our  fituation, 
there  was  no  chance  of  falvation. 

Mr.  Dent,  with  his  uTiial  judg-. 
ment  and  eloquence,  thought  a, 
committee  of  inquiry  could  do  no 
good,  but  a  great  deal  of  harm.  He; 
was  confident  that  the  bank  was. 
equal  to  every  demand  upon  it.  It 
was  the  enormous  expence  of  .the 
war  which  caufed  the  prefent  failure 
—  a  war  not  entered  into  by  this, 
country  by  choice,  but  a  war  wan¬ 
tonly  mad  e  again  ft  us  by  a  people 
who  had  denied  the  exiflenee  of  a, 
Being  !  !  !  '  '  I 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe,  and,  after  . 
adverting  to  the  eloquent  f-pee.ch  ok 
Mr.  Dent,  and  particularly  the  iat-  | 
ter  part  of  it,  in  a  drain  of  plea-,  g 
fantry,  faid,  there  certainly  was, 
no  moment  in  which  the  Britifli 
houfe  of  commons  had. been  more, 
powerfully  called  upon  to  renounce: 
all  dependence  ;oi\the  m.inifters,  and, 
to  repole  confidence  in  themfelves. 
On  the  laitfpeech  of  the  chancellor  , 
of  the  exchequer  he  meant  to  make,, 
a  few  remarks.  In  one  part  of  his, 
argument,  he  advanced  the  abfurd,  i 
pofition,  that,  were  government  to.  j 
difeharge  all  the  debts  they  owed ,3 
to  the  bank,  as  the  payment  would  ;, 
be  made  good  in  paper,  it  would, 
not  relieve  that  public  body  fron>fd 
the  difficulties  produced  by  their  . 
want  of  cafh.  Was  any  man,  how-.' ; 
ever,  fo  ignorant  as  not  to  know,.; 
that  the  deficiency  arofe  not  merely, 
from  the  pofltive  want  of  cafli,^ 
but  from  the  comparative  furplus,. 
of  paper  which  they  had  Killed?  ,; 
After  commenting  at  confiderable,-,. 
length  upon  this  fubjedfy  Mr.  She-i: 
ridan  faid  he  did  not  conceive  of  the  , 
meafure  as  a  temporary  expedient ; 
but  he  forefaw  that  the  bank  never 
would  be  able  afterwards  to  defray; 
its  outftanding  engagements  in  cafli. 
For  how  was  it  poffible  that  they, 
could ;  fince  they  were  about  to  iffue. 
a  greater  quantity  of  paper,  and 

their 


their  catti  was  feized  upon  for  the 
mblic  fervice  ?  > 

He  laid,  they  had  heard  of  the 
bank  a  lhort  time  ago  lending  two 
millions  to  government ;  and  they 
lad  alfo  heard  of  dividends  on  the 
3ank  flock  increafing  :  how  came 
:hey  then  to  flop  payment  at  a 
hue  when  their  affairs  feemed 
:o  be  going  on  fo  profperoufiy  ? 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
lad  faid  it  was  the  wifh  of  the 
)ank  that  the  meafure  fliould  be 
ulopted ;  he  therefore  called  upon 
ome  of  the  diredors  of  the  bank 
o  come  forward  and  fay  whether  it 
vas,  or  was  not,  at  their  defire  that 
he  order  in  council  had  been  if- 
ued.  For  his  part  he  did  not  ap- 
irove  of  appointing  a  committee 
o  inquire  into  the  affairs  of  the 
ank,  as  he  had  the  firmed  con- 
dence  in  its  folidity  ;  but  he  deem¬ 
ed  it  highly  expedient  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  fliould  be  appointed  to  in- 
uire  into  the  grounds  upon  which 
fie  order  had  been  iffued.  How¬ 
ler,  there  was  but .  one  hope,  and 
ine  opinion,  viz.  that  the  bank 
'ou Id  be  found  to'  be  perfectly  fe- 
ure.  Why  then  fliould  the  public 
uarantee  their  notes?  As  well 
light  the  matter  of  the  mint  in- 
>rfe  a  guinea.  Mr.  Sheridan 
len  fuggefted  the  tteps  which,  in 
is  opinion,  ought  to  be  taken, 
ank-notes  ought  to  be  .made  a  le- 
d  tender  to  government,  and  ?o- 
trnment  ought  to  be  compelled 
1  nlake  every  payment  in  hank¬ 
ies,  except  the  dividends  on 
fblic  flock,  which  ought  to  be 
dd  in  cafh.  He  faid  he  would 
)t  oppofe  the  meafure,  but  would 
ove  an  amendment  in  the  original 
otion,  after  <f  this  houfe,”  and 
fo  to  inquire  into  the  ccaufes 
hich  have  produced  this  order  of 
'Uncil  dated  the  26th  of  Febru- 
h  providing  for  the  confirmation 


and  continuance  of  the  meafure 
contained  in  the  order.” 

Mr.  S.  Thornton  faid,  'as  Mr. 
Sheridan,  and  feveral  gentlemen 
Who  had  fpoken  before,  had  ap¬ 
pealed  to  him  and  alfo  to  other  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank,  he  defired  to 
acquaint  them  lie  was  refl rained 
from  fatisfying  their  curiofity,  by 
a  fenfe  of  the  duty  which  he  owed 
to  the  public  welfare.  But  if  the 
houfe  would  appoint  a  committee 
of  inquiry,  there  was  no  inveftiga- 
tion  which  the  diredors  would  not 
moft  chearfully  meet. 

Mr.  fecretary  ,  Dundas  faid  a 
few  words  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan.  X  he  amendment  propofed 
negatived  the  original  motion.  The 
honourable  gentleman  pro  felled 
film feif  adverfe  to  an  inquiry,  and 
yet  wanted  to  enlarge  it,  by  adding 
a  quettion  refpeding  the  caufes  of 
the  embargo,  and  thefe  were  alle¬ 
ged  to  be  a  total  mifmanagement  iii 
every  department  of  finance.  Thus 
an  inquiry  into  every  circumttance 
of  the  war  would  be  fet  on  foot; 
and  this  firft  and  great  objed  of  fa¬ 
tisfying  the  public  relative  to  the_ 
folvency  of  the  bank  w,ould  be  de¬ 
layed  till  the  ttate  of  the  nation  in 
every  particular  could  have  been 
The  reafon  why  he 
(Mr.  Dundas)  wifhed  to  go  into  a 
fecret  committee  was,  that  it  might 
be  necettarv  to  put  quettions  to  the 
bank- directors,-  which  it  might  not 
be  proper  to  make  public. 

Mr.  Grey  rofe  to  explain  the 
amendment,  and  corred  Mr.  Dun- 
aas  when  he  faid  his  honourable 
friend  was  adverfe  to  any  inquiry. 
It  was  not  becaufe  an  inquiry  was 
not  necefiary,  that  it  had  been  ob- 
jeded  to,  but  becaufe  it  was 
thought  inconvenient. 

1  j1®  attorney-general  faid,  he 
fliould  vote  again  ft  the  amend¬ 
ment. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Fox  confidered  the  two 
queitsons  of  the  meafures  to  be  ad¬ 
opted,  and  the  caufe  of  the  p re- 
fen  t  fituation,  as  infeparable.  Fill 
the  houfe  were  apprifed  of  what 
produced  the  order,  they  could 
not  poffibly  know  how  to  apply 
the  remedy. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
in  reply,  faid,  that  he  confidered 
the  motion  and  amendment .  as 
comprifmg  three  diftin<ft  inquiries, 
though  they  were  all  retained  in 
the  amended  motion ;  yet  Mr, 
Sheridan  had  objected  to  that -part 
of  the  motion  which  prefled  the  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  ifate  of  the  bank, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox'!  faid  he  was  convinced 
was  folid.  When  gentlemen  ex¬ 
tolled  the  fblidity  of  the  bank;  and, 
next,  imputed  bankruptcy  to  it,  an 
inquiry  was  rendered  neceffary  to 
eftablilh  its  reputation. 

Mr.  Fox  explained.  He  had  not 
made  ufe  of  the  word  bankruptcy 
applicable  to  the  hate  of  the  bank, 
but  to  government,  to  which  he 
faid,  that  word  had  been  long  ap¬ 
plicable.  On  the  divifion,  the 
votes  were, 

Aves,  for  the  amendment,  86 
Noes,  again  ft  it,  244. 

Majority,  158 

After  the  divifion,  Mr.  Fox 
moved  the  following  reioiution, 
which  was  agreed  to,  44  That  it  is 
the  duty  of  this  houfe  to  inquire 
into  all’ the  caufes  that  have,  pro¬ 
duced  this  extraordinary  meafureM 
He  then  gave  notice,  that  he  fliould 
pidve  the  next  day  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  committee  to  that  effect. 

Accordingly,  on  the  neap  day, 
March  the  iff,  Mr.  Fox  moved, 
“  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  in  quirt  into  the  caufes  which 
have  produced  the  order  of  coun¬ 
cil-” 


General  Walpole  feconded  the 
motion,  and  exprefled  it  as  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  belt  way  to  reftore 
public  credit  was  to  give  confi¬ 
dence  to  the  people,  which  could 
only  be  done  by  a  removal  of  thofe 
minifters  whole  ruinous  and  ill- 
concerted  fchemes  had  been  the 
caufe  of  the  prefent  embarraffmenfs. 
The  order  of  council  was  faid  to 
have  been  iffued  upon  the  exigen¬ 
cies  created  by  an  unfounded  a- 
larm.  He  contended  that  the  a- 
larm  had  been  created  by  minifters 
themfelves.  When  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  came  to  the  houfe 
demandi  ng  additional  aid  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  he  founded  the  alarm  by  aff 
ferting  that  he  had  pofftive  infor¬ 
mation  that  the  French  meditated 
an  invafion  of  fome  part  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  dominions.  What  was  ftill 
more  ftrange,  the  proclamation 
iffued  upon  an  occafion  to  which 
alarm  had  given  rife,  was  figned  by 
the  greateft  alarmifts  in  the  king¬ 
dom — the  lord  chancellor,  the  fe- 
cretarv  of  ffate,  and  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty;  but  Was  not  fign¬ 
ed  by  lord  Fitzwiiliam,  who  alone 
had  a<fted  confiftently  with  his 
principles.  There  was  one  argu¬ 
ment  for  the  motion  which  appear* 
ed  to  be  unanfwerable  ;  it  was  that 
in  the  tranfa&ion  there  were  two 
parties,  the  bank  and  adminjft ra¬ 
tion.  It  was  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  110  blame  attached  to  the  bank'; 
it  followed  of  courfe,  therefore, 
that  it  muff  be  with  the  minifters. 
It  was  upon  this  ground  that  lie 
feconded  the  motion.  ;  j 

Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  feparate  committee,  .up¬ 
on  the  ground  that  the  committee 
already  appointed  was  competent 
to  every  purpofe  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  contrary, 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and 
adverted  to  what.had  fallen  from 

•  'u  J  ‘ 2  r;£); 
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Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  treated  the  pro- 
pofition  of  naming  a  committee  at 
that  time,  as  prepofterous.  But 
gentlemen  would  recollect,  that 
there  was  a  time,  when,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  unfortunate  fituation 
of  affajrs  (alluding  to  the  time  of 
Introducing  the  regency-bill),  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  him felf 
propofed  a  committee  of  inquiry, 
by  nomination  ;  for  which  he  pro* 
pofed  that  one  member  fliould  be 
named  by  hirnfelf,  and  another  mem¬ 
ber  by  another  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  houfe,  alternately,  until  the  whole 
committee  fhould  be  nominated  ; 
and  in  confequence  of  a  difference 
of  opinion  upon  that  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  a  riivifion  took  place, 
which,  to  the  belt  of  his  recollec¬ 
tion,  was  either  76  or  98  in  the 
fupport  of  it.  Why,  faid  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan,  did  the  minifter  adopt  this 
'mode  of  proceeding  at  that  time, 
and  ref ufe  it  now  ?  The  reafon 
for  the  change  was  nice  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  becaufe  it  was  convenient 
to  prejudice  arid  party  feeling. 
The  appointment  of  a  committee 
by  ballot  had  grown  into  difrepute, 
on  account  of  the  known  fad:  that 
the  minifter  named  all  the  mem¬ 
bers,  and  the  notoriety  of  this  jug¬ 
gle  at  that  awful  crifis  rendered  it 
expedient  to  accommodate  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  affairs  to  public  preju¬ 
dice.  On  a  great  qu  eft  ion  of  re¬ 
venue,  when  a  committee  by  ballot 
was  appointed,  he  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
produced  a  lift  of  names  influenced 
by  government;  and  it  afterwards 
appeared  that  the  fifteen  names 
which  he  produced  were  actually 
chofen.  After  fuch  a  notorious 
demouftratioii  of  cdllufioii,  he  fub- 
rriitted  to  the  houfe,  whether  any 
perfon  there,  or  out  of  doors,  could 
for  a  moment  believe  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  committee  by  ballot  e- 
quitable  and  impartial ?  But  the. 
jpinifter  had  faid,  that  the  names  of 


the  committee  already  appointed 
were  not  yet  known,  and  therefore 
no  perfon  could  yet  fay  how  far  a 
truft  ought, oroughtnot, to  berepof- 
ed.  Was  the  ripht  honourable  gentle- 
man  fure the  names  were  not  known  ? 
What  would  he  fay  if  the  name  of 
every  perfon  fhould  be  read  before 
the  report  was  made  ?  So  notori¬ 
ous  was  the  faff  that  government 
had  previoufly  chofen  every  mem¬ 
ber,  that  treafury  lifts  had  been 
ftiewn  in  the  lobby,  and  people  had 
turned  away  with  difgufl  from  the 
proceedings.  If  the  practice  were 
fuch,  the  publicity  of  it  ought  to 
induce  the  houfe,  not  only  to  “  re¬ 
form  itfelf  altogether,”  but  to  adopt 
ibme  other  mode  of  proceeding, 
which  might  at  leaft  affurne  the 
appearance  of  impartiality.  He 
next  proceeded  to  fupport  what  he 
had  ftated,  by  reading  the  lift  of 
names  appointed  for  this  commit¬ 
tee  by  ballot ;  and  .  if  the  report 
fliould  eventually  fliew,  that  all,  or 
the  greater  part,  of  the  perfons 
therein  named,  were  aftually  ap¬ 
pointed,  he  hoped  the  houfe  would 
give  him  fome  credit  for  afierting 
the  necefiity  of  another  mode.  The 
names  which  Mr.  Sheridan  read 
were  as  follows  :■ — 

Sir  John  Scott — a  very  refpeda- 
ble  name. 

Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  efq.  — a 
very  proper  perfon. 

C.  Bragge,  efq.  —  He  will  enter¬ 
tain  the  committee  with  critical  re¬ 
marks. 

John  W.  Anderfon,  efq. 

John  Fane,  efq. 

Thomas  Grenville,  efq. 

William  Wilberforce  Bird,  efq. 

William  Wilberforce,  efq. 

Charles  Grey,  efq. — very  proper, 
indeed. 

Sir  John  Mitford. 

William  Huftey,  efq. 

William  Plainer,  efq, 

Thomas  Powis^efq, 

John 
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John  Blackburne,  efq. 

Thomas  Berney  Brain  Bon,  efq. 

All  very  refpeClable  gentlemen. 

Upon  this  lift  Mr.  Sheridan  ob¬ 
served,  that  minifters  in  framing  it 
had  not  preferved  the  rules  of  pro¬ 
portion  ;  for  his  fide  of  the  houfe 
were  entitled  to  have  five  and  a 
fraction. 

The  Secretary  at  war  rofe  upon 
this  occafion,  and  commented  at 
confiderable  length  upon  what  had 
been  afferted  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  The 
cant  of  fuperior  purity,  and  the 
charge  of  corruption,  was  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  minority  had  gene¬ 
rally  thought  proper  to  avenge 
themfelves  on  the  majority.  Tins 
was  the  mode  by  which  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  impofe  upon  the  public. 
The  Smaller  number  had  no  right 
to  arrogate  to  themfelves  the  moil 
perfect  reCtitude,  and  charge  the 
majority  with  the  very  word -in¬ 
tentions.  The  charge  of  corrup¬ 
tion  a  gain  ft  Such  a  body  as  the 
houfe  of  commons,  was  in  itfelf 
abfurd  and  ridiculous.  The  num¬ 
ber  who  could  be  flippofed  to  act 
merely  from  their  intereft  muft  be 
very  few.  The  houfe  of  commons 
did  not  differ  from  the  country  at. 
large  in  this  refoeCt. 

O  1 

Mr.  Grey  faid,  his  honourable 
friend  had  been  accufed  by  the 
Secretary  at  war  of  vilifying  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  degrading 
it  in  the  public  eftimation ;  but  it 
Should  be  recollected  that  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Secretary  himfelf  had 
Some  time  before  been  the  fore- 
moft  to  arraign  corruption,  but  was 
no\v.  become  its  abettor  and  de¬ 
fender.  He  had  once  ftrenuoiifty 
oppofed  the  meafures  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  minifter,  and  had  Spurned  his 
“  dirty  filth  and  dowlafs  but  had 
fince  contracted  an  intimate  alli¬ 
ance  with  him.  Mr.  Grey  Said, 
with  regard  to  himfelf,  he  wifhed 
his  words  to  be  remembered,  fhould 
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he  ever  attempt  to  deviate  from 
his  principles,  c<  that  with  the  pre- 
fent  miniftry  he  would  hold  no 
communion,  and  if  he  thought  his 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  in 
office  capable  of  maintaining  the 
abufes  at  prefent  prevailing,  he 
would  lofe  his ’Support.”  There 
was  no  falvation  for  the  country, 
but  by  a  complete  inveftigatipn 
of  the  caufes  by  which  it  had  been 
reduced  to  its  prefent  fituation. 
There  could  be  no  renovation  of 
public  credit,  without  a  removal 
of  the  caufes  which  had  effected 
its  deftruCtion.  To  accomplish 
thefe  objects,  the  moft  exadl 
ceconomy  and  the  moft  extenfive 
retrenchments  were  required.  The 
influence  of  the  crown  ought  to  be 
diminished,  places  which  were  not 
effentbd  to  the  purpofes  of  govern¬ 
ment  fhould  be  aboli flied ;  and 
above  all,  and  without  which  no¬ 
thing  could  be  effeCted,  a  reform 
in  the  representation  muff  be  in¬ 
troduced.  v  V 

Mr.  Wilbcrforce  vindicated  the 
dignity  and  confiftency  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  houfe,  from  the  afper- 
fions  thrown  out  againft  them  by 
gentlemen  who  were  in  favour  of 
the  motion.  The  opinion  of  the 
public  was  held  out  as  againft  the 
fenfe  of  the  majority  of  the  houfe, 
though  the  fact  was  direCtly  oppo- 
lite.  Fie  recoileCkd  that  fuch  ar¬ 
guments  were  applied  to  him  in 
1783,  and  84,  in  90,  and  96;  yet 
when  he  returned  to  his  conftitu-, 
ents,  inftead  of  finding  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  people  againft  him, 
the  abSolute  reverfe  was  manifeft. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  war 
much  of  the  public  calamity  was 
owing  to  the  conduct  of  opposi¬ 
tion,  and  to  the  condu<ft  of  thofa. 
who  had  proceeded  to  lengths 
which  the  opposition  would  not., 
avow. 

The  mafter  of  the  rolls  was  foj* 

defer* 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


z$9 


leferring  the  committee  now  pro¬ 
ofed,  till  the  report  of  the  com- 
nittee  which  was  already  hppoint- 
:d  had  been  received;  it  would  be 
hen  for  the  houfe  to  confider 
whether  the  report  was  fatisfaddo- 
y;  it  would  be  abfurd  that  two 
om  mil  tees  ftiould  fit  at  the  fame 
ime  and  on  the  fame  bufinefs. 
t  would  be  equally  ufelefs  and 
bfiird  to  appoint  a  committee 
hat  was  to  inveftigate  and  review 
11  the  meafure.s  fince  the  prefent 
linifters  entered  into  adminiftra- 
on.  This  only  could  be  the  ob- 
e<£t  of  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  Curwen  laid,  that  if  any  lift 
whatever  had  been  offered  to  him, 
e  fhoiild  have  confidered  it  as  the 
reateft  of  infults.  It  was  the  ob- 
of  the  ballot  that  all  fnould  ex- 
rcife  their  own  judgments  without 
ifluence.  He  expreffed  his  want 
f  confidence  in  the  ability  of  Mr. 
itt  to  guide  public  affairs  at  the 
irefent  momentous  crifis.  lie  had 
b  hopes  of  energy  while  he  govern- 
i.  The  country  could  only  be 
wed  by  a  man  who  had  the  mag- 
^nimity  to  deftrov  tire  whole  fyf- 
m  of  mmifters,  and  by  a  par- 
iment  that  would  receive  no  lifts. 
Dr.  Laurence  fpoke  at  conftder- 
de  length  in  favour  of  the  mo¬ 
on. 

Mr.  Banks  difeuffed  the  fubjedt 
ith  great  impartiality  ;  but  was  a- 
linft  the  motion,  becaufe  he  was 
ft  fure  that  the  matter  to  be  in- 
iftigated  by  fuch  a  committee  as 
as  then  afked  for,  would  not 
■anch  out  into  a  length  that 
ould  defeat  the  objedt  that  was 
>w  in  view,  and  in  which  di- 
atch  was  fo  eftential,  He  feared 
at  the  mveftigation  by ,  fuch  a 
mimittee  would  require  fo  much 
ne  as  to  be  injurious,  perhaps 
tal,  to  the  objedt  which  the  houfe 
id  in  view. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  obiec- 

0»  *  ^ 


tions  which  had  been  made  to  his 
motion,  in  a  forcible  fpeech  of  con¬ 
siderable  length.  44  The  minifter,” 
faid  he,  44  has  feifed  the  cafli  of  the 
bank,  and  therefore  it  is  that  the 
public  mind  is  agitated.  This  ren¬ 
ders  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  the  minifter  as  neceffary  as  an 
inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 
My  banker  may  be  a  man  of  ho¬ 
nour,  and  a  folvent  man  from 
whom  I  want  no  further  fecurity; 
hilt  I  Want  to  be  fecured  again# 
robbers  who  have  entered  his 
houfeq  laid  hold  of  all  his  cafli,  and 
then  declared  themfelves  his  part¬ 
ners.  I  wifh  to  know  whether  anv 
man  breathing  had  a  doubs  of  the 
folidity  of  the  bank  before  the  mi- 
ni (ter  laid  his  rapacious  hands  upon 
the  cafn  there.” — He  acknowledg¬ 
ed  that  there  had  lately  been  \ 
great  run  upon  the  bank  for  cafli ; 
but  contended  that  it  was  the  con- 
dudf  of  the  minifter  which  cau fed 
it.  i-Ie,  together  with  his  aftbeiates, 
(truck  terror  into  the  public  mind 
by  the  rumours  of  iavafipn;  and 
the  order  of  council  on  Sunday, 
and  the.  proclamation  on  Monday 
(Feb.  26th  and  27th),  finifhed  what 
had  been  begun  upon  that  matter. 
All  this  was  the  natural  effedt  of 
the  fyftem  which  the  minifter  had 
purfued  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  war.  Men  were  naturally  ter¬ 
rified  when  thefe  artifices  were  em¬ 
ployed  to  work  upon  their  imagi¬ 
nations,  The  effect  of  that  terror, 
w  as  the  giving  up  to  the  minifter 
the  management  of  all  the  intereft 
of  the  ftock  of  the  public  creditor. 
Mr.  Fox  then  obferved,  that  no 
man  h.;d  lefs  apprehenfion  of  am 
invafion  from  the  FVench  than  he 
had  ;  he  was  fanguine  as  to  the 
favourable  refult,  ftiould  fo  defpe- 
rate  a  meafure  be  attempted.  An 
inyafton  would  certainly  be  a  great 
evil  to  us  ;  but  lie  maintained,  that, 
ii  the  Fiench  ftiould  land  in  this 

country 
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country  as  great  a  force  as  it  was 
praXicable  for  them  to  land,  he 
Ihould  think  that  the  mifchiefs 
they  could  do  to  the  permanent  m- 
terefts  of  this  nation  comparatively 
jfmali,  when  put  in  the  fcale  op- 
pofite  to  the  mifchief  which  the 
proceedings  of  the  laft  two  or 
three  days  would  occafion.  He 
faid,  he  had  heard  of  negative  fuc- 
cejjes  in  this  war;  he  did  not  with  to 
be  an  egotift,  but  thought  he  could 
fay  without  vanity  that  he  hadfome 
negative  merit.  He  had  not  had  the 
misfortune  to  counfel  this  odious, 
this  ruinous  war  !  He  had  not  had 
the  misfortune  to  lend  affiftance  to 
the  deftruXion  .  of  hundreds  of 
thoufands  of  his  fellow  creatures ! 
— he  had  not  had  the  misfortune 
to  load  his  country  with  hundreds 
of  millions  of  debt !  he  had  not 
had  the  misfortune  to  fet  his  name 
to  a  proclamation  manifefling  to 
the  world  the  bankruptcy  of  his 
country  !  Thefe  were  his  negative 
merits ;  he  claimed  them  as  his 
due,  and  the  minifter  was  welcome 
to  defpife,  while  he  enjoyed  the 
comfortable  reflexions  which  arofe 
out  of  them. — “  What  would  have 
been  the  feelings  of  this  houfe 
(continued  Mr.  Fox),  if  ten  years 
ago  any  man  had  faid,  you  think 
your  finances  very  profperous;  yet 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1797 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
will  ifiue  a  proclamation  to  prohi¬ 
bit  the  bank  of  England  from  pay¬ 
ing  any  one-man  in  money  for  a 
bank-note !  Would  you  not  have 
fconfidered  fuch  a  man  as  a  luna¬ 
tic?”  An  inquiry,  he  afferted,  ought 
immediately  to  be  entered  into, 
to  determine  the  caufes  which 
have  brought  the  nation  into  its 
prefent  deplorable  ftate.  If  it  fliould 
appear,  which  was  greatly  to  be 
wiflied,  that  this  condition  was 
brought  on  by  the  mifconduX  of 
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the  minifter,  then  the  people  Ttfould 
have  the  confolation  to  reflect,  that 
their  affairs  might  yet  be  in  fome 
degree  retrieved  :  but  if  it  fliould 
turn  out,  as  he  miffed  to  God  it 
would  not,  that  the  national  ^flairs 
had  been  as  well  eonduXed  as  hu¬ 
man  prudence  could  conduX  them, 
the  people  could  expeX  nothing 
but  inevitable  ruin.  The  only 
means  of  afeertaining  this  was  to 
relinquifh  all  confidence  in  the 
minifter,  and  inftitute  an  inqui¬ 
ry  into  that  conduX  which  had 
brought  on  fo  much  calamity,  Mn 
Fox  faid,  he  had  feen  by  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  thefe  two  debates  that 
the  minifters  objeX  was  to  put  off 
the  inquiry  into  his  conduX  as 
long  as  he  could,  and  alfo  to  fecure 
to  himfelf  a  committee  of  his  own 
friends,  by  whom  he  would  be  tried. 
The  houfe  divided  ;  for  the  motion 
67  ;  againft  it  141. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  moved,  u  that 
Mr.  Fox  be  added  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  &c.,> 
on  which  the  houfe  divided  : 

Ayes  -  -  -  53 

Noes  -  -  144 

Immediately  after  the  bank  ftopt 
payment  by  the  order  of  council* 
the  minifter  introduced  a  bill  into 
the  houfe  of  commons,  to  fiufpend 
the  law  for  preventing  the  bank  if- 
fuing  notes  under  five  pounds. 
This  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time 
on  the  firft  of  Mareh.  It  ftated 
that  thefe  fmall  notes  were  to  bd 
made  payable  to  bearer  on  de¬ 
mand.  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Fox,  and 
Mr.  Sheridan  ftrcingly  contended 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe, 
by  fanXioning  the  order  of  conn* 
cil,  and  palling  this  bill  nearly  at 
the  fame  time,  would  appear  to  be 
abfurdly  coutradiXory.,  For  by  the 
bill  then  before  the  houfe,  thefe 
notes  were  to  be  payable  on  de¬ 
mand  ;  whereas  the  other  regnla- 
*  tion 
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tlon  called  upon  the  bank  not  to 
pay  in  fpecie,  until  parliament  {hall 
make  further  provifion.  An  order, 
faid  they,  is  ilfued  from  the  council, 
not  legally- 'binding  on  the  bank, 
to  ilfue  paper  inftead  of  cadi.  In 
the  interim  parliament  is  about  to 
give  the  fandtion  of  its  authority 
to  the  bank  to  iflue  bills  payable 
on  demand  ;  and  this  before  the 
bill  for  confirming  the  order  of 
council  could  be  palled.  The  in¬ 
dividual  thinks  he  has  the  faith  of 
the  bank,  and  gets  the  bill ;  the 
bank  refufes  to  pay  in  fpecie,  he 
brings  his  adlion,  and  he  mud  ne- 
celTarily  fucceed  at  law,  unlefs  the 
parliament  makes  a  retrofpedfive 
aft  to  cover  the  bank. 

The  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee,  in  which  it  was  decided, 
that  the  bill  was  to  commence  on 
the  2d  of  March  1797.  It  was  then 


The  commons  received  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  lords  on  the  3d  of 
March,  informing  them,  that  their 
lordlliips  had  palled  the  bill  for 
removing  doubts,  with  refpedt  to 
the  bank  ilfuing  bank-bills  under 
the  fum  of  five  pounds,  without 
anv  amendment:  and  the  bill  re- 

y  7 

ceived  the  royal  alfent  by  commif- 
fion  the  lame  day. 

Mr.  Bramflone,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  brought  up  the  firft  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  in-’ 
quire  into  the  date  of  the  bank,  the 
fubftance  of  which  was  as  follows. 
The  committee  dated,  that  they 
had  examined  the  outdanding^ 
claims  againd  the  bank  with  the' 
correfponding  afi’ets,  and  found 
that  on  the  25th  of  February,  the 
day  to  which  the  accounts  could 
be  made  up  with  accuracy,  the  to¬ 
tal. 


Tead  a  fecond  time  and  reported. 

Amount  of  demands  on  the  bank  was 
Aflets,  not  including  the  fum  of  ti,686,8oo1.  of  per¬ 
manent  debt  due  by  government,  amounted  to 

So  that  there  was  a  furplus  of 


£• 

13»77°i39° 

T7>597>28o 

3,826,890 


Since  the  25th  of  February,  con- 
fiderable  i  flues  had  been  made,  both 
in  bank-notes  and  government 
paper;  but  as  thefe  were  upon  cor¬ 
refponding  fecurities,  the  balance 
in  favour  of  the  bank  was  not  at 
ail  dimi milled  bv  them. 

,  Mr.  Bramdone,  on  the  7th  of 
March,  brought  up  the  fecond  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  on  the  date 
of  the  bank,  in  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  dated  it  to  be  their  opinion, 
that  it  was  neceflary  to  provide  for 
tlie  continuance  and  confirmation, 
for  a  limited  time,  of  the  order  in 
council,  and  they  fubmitted  to  the 
wifdom  of  parliament  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  time  for  which  fuch  or¬ 
der  Ibould  be  continued. 


Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  9th  of 
March,  previous  to  the  reading  of 
the  order  of  the  day,  begged  leave 
to  make  a  few  obfervations  upon 
the  reports  of  the  committee  of  fe- 
crecy,  as  they  were  connedfed  with 
the  bulinefs  of  the  day.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  report  of  that  committee, 
the  government  was  reprefented  as 
a  debtor  to  the  bank  in  various 
fums,  independent  of  eleven  mil¬ 
lions,  which  the  committee  reckon¬ 
ed  as  forming  fo  much  of  the  ca¬ 
pital  dock  of  the  bank,  when  in 
fadl  that  eleven  millions  was  no 
debt  at  all,  and  a  declaration  of 
filch  a  nature  was  calculated  to 
millead.  Indead  of  being  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  capital  dock  of  the  bank 
It  as 
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as  a  debt,  it  fhoiild  have  been 
reckoned,  what  it  really  was,  as  an 
annuity  of  330,0001.  per  annum, 
that,  fum  being  the  ftipulated  in* 
tereft  for  the  other,  during  a  cer¬ 
tain  term  of  years.  If  the  eleven 
millions  a  dually  belonged  to  the 
effe&s  of  the  bank,  and  was  avail¬ 
able  at  any  time,  and  for  any  pur- 
pofe,  that  fum  might  be  made  ap¬ 
plicable^  in  any  exigency,  to  dif- 
charge  any  demand  that  might  oc¬ 
cur  ;  but  that  could  not  be  called 
a  debt,  where  there  were  no  means 
of  claiming  the  fum  fo  reckoned. 
Qovernment  might  pay  off  that 
fum  if  it  were  fo  inclined,  it  was 
true;  but  it  was  improbable  that' it 
lhould  do  fo,  nor  was  it  then  very 
likely,  that  government  would  pay 
it  off  in  1814,  that  being  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  18  years  for  which  it 
was  obtained,  when  it  could  retain 
the  ufe  of  it  for  fo  ftmah  an  interefl 
as  3  per  cent.  There  was  no 
power  in  the  bank  to  compel  the 
payment  of  this  money  at  any  pe¬ 
riod,  and  the  payment  of  it  reded 
folely  on  the  option  of  govern¬ 
ment.  The  bank,  as  a  corporation, 
was  merely  a  vehicle  for  managing 
the  national  debt;  and  fo  long  as 
the  national  debt  exifted,  the  bank 
would  exift  alfo.  It  would  be  a 
corporation  to  the  end  of  time. 
So  far  then  it  was  evident,  that  the 
eleven  millions  did  not  form  a  part 
of  the  capital  flock  of  the  bank, 
but  only  gave  it  an  annuity;  and 
this  was  an  inflance,  he  would 
not  fay  of  inaccuracy  or  deGgn  to 
mifreprefenl  in  the  committee,  but 
of  a  (latement  in  confequence  of 
which,  a  fort  of  impreffion  had 
gone  abroad,  as  if  that  money  were 
immediately  applicable  to  any  ob¬ 
ject  of  relief.  The  inquiry  would 
then  be  of  what  etfe&s  the  feven- 
teen  millions  were  compofed, 
which  were  to  defray  the  out-- 


{landing  engagements  of  the  bank, 
T h ev  c  0  n  fi  ft  ed  of  c our  fe  pf  ca{h  in 
hand,  of  other  dlfpoieanle  fee  un¬ 
ties,  and  of  bills  which  the  bank 
had  difeounted.  He  next  examin¬ 
ed  the  fttuation  of  the  bank  in  re- 
fpedt  to  government.  It  appeared 
by  the  paper  on  the  table,  that  go¬ 
vernment  owed  9.964,000  to  the 
bank,  which  remained  as  part  of 
their  aftets  and  the  pt*rnancnt  fe- 
curities  towards  defraying,  the 
13,770,0001.  of  outtlanding  de¬ 
mands  upon  it.  He  contended 
that  the  directors  of  the  bank,  up¬ 
on  the  prelent  occafion,  $iould 
have  faid  to  government  “  Why 
do  you  not  pay  us  the  money  you 
owe  us,  before  you  demand  a  ftate 
of  our  finances?  and  then  we  {hall 
be  able  to  fatisfy  every  demand 
without  your  interference.”  At 
bout  four  years  before,  the  bank  in- 
creafed  their  dividends  to  7  per 
cent,  which  indicated  a  growing 
profperity.  In  1796,  the  bank  un¬ 
dertook  to  fubferibe  one  mMIiort 
towards  the  loyalty  loan  of  eighteen 
millions.  If  government  perceived 
th^t  the  bank  was  fullering  a  gradu¬ 
al  decreafe,  they  ought  to  have  tak¬ 
en  fome  meafure  to  bavepaid  the 
debt,  Or  fome  part  of  it,  which  it 
owed  to  the  bank,  to  prevent  the 
inconvemencies  which  had  fince 
arifen.  It  appeared  as  if  govern¬ 
ment  had  entertained  fome  defire 
to  reduce  the  bank  to  fuch  a  fittf- 
ation ;  becaufe,  inftead  of  paying 
what  they  ow^ed,  they  took  another 
million  from  it.  If  the  prefent  dif¬ 
ficulties  were  forefeen,  why  did 
the  government  {hut the  door,  when 
the  books  for  the  fubfeription  ta 
the  loyalty  loan  of  eighteen  mil¬ 
lions  were  open,  and  when  people 
from  every  part  of  the  kingdonj. 
came  forward  wdth  their  money 
and  were  difappointed  ?  Why,  in-; 
ftead  of  doling  the  account  at 

eighteen^ 
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eighteen  millions,  did  they  not  ex¬ 
tend  it  to  thirty  millions,  when 
they  found  they  eould  raife  the 
money  with  fo  little  trouble?  By 
adopting  fuch  a  mode*  they  would 
have  been  able  to  pay  the  bank 
twelve  millions  of  the  debt  which 
they  owed,  which  might  have*  pre¬ 
vented  the  prefent  difficulties  it  la¬ 
boured  under.  The  bank-truftees 
where  bound  to  do  juftice  to  their 
creditors,  to  their  truft,  and  to 
Hhemfelves;  and  it  was  extraordi- 
nary  to  fee  wife  and  juft  men  like 
them  brought  to  fuch  a  fituation. 
He  concluded  by  faying,  that  he 
ftiould  move  the  nex|  day,  that  im¬ 
mediate  fteps  be  taken  to  pay  the 
money  advanced  by  the  bank  to 
government. 

The  two  report?  were  taken  into 
confideration  by  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houle,  on  the  9th  of 
March  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  rofe  on  that  occafion, 
and  made  feveral  obfervations  upon 
|  the  two  reports.  With  refpedt  to 
%e  firft  report,  which  related  to 
"the  finances  of  the  bank ;  he  af- 
ferted  that  fuch  had  been  the  effect 
of  it  upon  the  public  mind,  that 
there  did  not  exift  a  queftion  of  the 
general  fufficiency  and  folidity  of 
their  funds :  from  the  moment  that 
report  had  been  macle  public,  there 

1fdid  appear  an  almoft  general  per- 
fuafioh  of  their  ultimate  folidity 
and  fufficiency.  But  there  was 
another  fource  frorh  which  he  drew 
his  own  conviction  of  the  profpe-  > 
irons  ftate  of  the  funds  of  the  bank, 
which  was  the  opinion  of  thofe 
if  ho  were  the  mo  ft  interefted  in 
ffibjeCts  of  a  pecuniary  nature— he 
meant  the  merchants  and  bankers 
of  the  city  of  London,  who  had 
"Clearly  and  unequivocally  mani- 
fefted  to  the  world  the  folidity  of 
the  bank,  by  adopting  a  line  of 
Conduct  which  evinced  their  confi- 
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dence  in  its  fecurity.  He  had  never 
heard  until  that  day,  in  the  fpeech 
of  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Sheridan),  anything  ftated  that  in 
the  fmalleft  degree  queftioned  the 
truth  of  the  account  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  that 
the  afiets  in  the  bank  greatly  ex¬ 
ceeded  all  the  demands  again  ft  it. 
It  had  been  ftated,  that  th#  fums 
due  from  the  public  to  the  bank  of 
England  were  neither  equivalent 
to,  nor  were  to  be  confidered  in 
the  fame  point  of  view  as,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  any  other  corporation  or 
company  that  embarked  in  trade. 
In  anfwer  to  that,  he  obferved, 
that  the  fecurity  of  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  traders,  whether  a  corpora¬ 
tion  or  not,  confifted  not  only  of 
the  original  fum  embarked,  but  al- 
fo  of  whatever  profit  had  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  courfe  of  time;  and 
to  deny  that  fuch  original  property 
embarked,  if  ftilf  unimpaired,  whe¬ 
ther  it  were  fee u red  as  part  of  therr 
outftanding  del  r  or  -not,  was  not 
part  of  their  capita!,  was  to  deny 
every  principle  upon  which  every 
mercantile  account  was  ever  con- 
ftru<fted.  The  queftion  was  not 
whether  the  bank  contained  a6hial 
fpecie  for  all  the  demands  which 
might  be  made  upon  them,  but 
whether  they  had  good  debts  due 
to  them,  or  property  of  any  other 
description,  which  might  be  finally 
available  to  them  in  the  liquidation 
of  the  debts  owing  to  the  public. 
It  appeared  upon  the  report  that 
the  bank  was  rich,  was  poffefted  of 
fubftance  far  exceeding:  the  de- 
mands  of  the  public,  and  that  the 
individuals  composing  the  corpo¬ 
ration  would  have  a  far  greater 
fum  to  divide,  if  a  divifion  of  pro¬ 
perty  were  to  take  place,  than  they 
had  originally  embarked;  and  there¬ 
fore  their  fecurity  was  ultimately 
good.  He  contended  that  the  re- 
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port  ought  to  confirm  the  opinion 
of  the  complete  and  entire  lufh ci¬ 
on  cv  of  the  bank;  and  he  thought 
he  had  the  fatisfaCtion  of  every 
gentleman  in  the  houfe  concurring 
in  that  opinion,  till  he  heard  the 
honourable  gentleman  ftate  what 
he. had  that  day.  The  committee 
had  reported  in  diftinct  terms,  that 
the  neceffity  exiftt  d  for  the  order  of 
Council ;  he  fhould  therefore  feel  it 
his  duty  to  propofe  the  continuance 
of  the  meafure  recommended  by  the 
committee.  It  was  his  intention  to 
refertothe  committeepowers  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  enter  into  the  exa¬ 
mination  and  difeuffion  of  every, 
circiiniftance  which  they  ought 
have  the  leaf!  reaion  to  fuppofe  in 
any  refpeCt  deranged  the  ordinary 
channel  through  which  the  finan¬ 
ces  and  refources  of  the  country 
flowed,  and  to  afeertain  not  merely 
what  related  to  the  bank,  but  what 
was  the  real  and  ur/difguifed  fitua- 
tion  of  the  country.  He  had  the 
fatisfaCtion  to  declare,  that  the  fun¬ 
damental  and  radical  refources  of 
the  country  were  great  and  flatter¬ 
ing.  He  concluded  with  moving 
u  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
confirm  and  continue,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  refliiCliou  again  ft  the  if- 
fuing  of  money  in  fpecie  by  thp 
bank  of  England. •’ 

Mr.  Fox  thought  the  obferva- 
tions  which  Mr.  Sheridan  had  made 
upon  thfc  report  of  the  committee 
were  flriCtlv  right.  No  man  could 
be  fo  ignorant  as  to  confider  the 
fum  of  eleven  millions  due  from 
government  to  the  bank  as  a  fum 
of  money  available  to  its  utmost 
extent,  or  as  affiets  which  in  cafe  of 
neceffity  the  bank  could  employ. 
It  was' in  faCt  an  annuity  of  330,000}. 
which  government  might,  or  might 
mot,  as  it  thought  proper,  redeem. 
He  fhould  confider  the  report  as 
productive  of,  at  lead:,  one  very 
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ufefpl  and  important  corifequehce, 
if  it  had  induced  the  minifler  to  a- 
bandon  the  intention  which  he  an¬ 
nounced  of  guaranteeing  the  notes 
of  the  bank  with  the  fanCtion  of 
government.  He  was  convinced 
from  the  link  It  reflection,  that  the 
more  the  bank  waS  identified  with 
the  government,  the  more  if  would 
be  dependent  upon  the  meafures  of 
admin  iff  rati  on.  Mr.  Fox  extended 
his  oblervations  to  a  confiderable 
length,  -in  which  he  followed  prin¬ 
cipally  the  arguments  made  ufe 
of  by  Mr.  Sheridan. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  and  the  foli- 
citor-general  defended  the  pdfition 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer; 
to  whom  Mr,  Sheridan  replied  in  a 
fpeech  of  great  energy,  defending 
hisjformer  obfervations  upon  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  then  put  for 
leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  which 
was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  moved,  that  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  for  inquiring  into  the  affairs 
of  the  bank,  See.  be  revived  ;  which 
was  carried  by  1 74  votes  againft 
63.  The  fecret  committee  was 
therefore  revived.  Mr.  Sheridan 
then  renewed  the  motion  which  he 
had  made  before,  that  the  right 
honourable  Charles  James  Fox  be 
added  . to  the  committee.  This  mo¬ 
tion  was  negatived  by  157  votes 
againfl  6o. 

For  the  accommodation  of  manu¬ 
facturers  and  others,  during  the 
fcarcity  of  ca(b,  the  kgiflature  part¬ 
ed  “  An  aCt  to  fufpeiuf,  for  a  limit¬ 
ed  time,  the  operation  of  two  a&s 
of  the  15th  Sr.d  17th  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majefly?  for  reitrain- 
ing  the  negotiation  of  promirtory 
notes  and  inland  bills  of  exchange, 
under  a  limited  fum.”  A  fimilar 
bill  was  alfo  parted  for  Scotland. 

The  former  of  thefe  bills  was 

introduce^ 
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introduced  into  the  commons  on 
the  ift  of  March  by  Mr.  Wilber- 
forc$  Bird,  He  propofed,  that  the 
b.ili  fhould  not  extend  to  the  cities 
of  London  and  Weftminfter,  nor 
to  the  borough  of  Southwark,  on 
account  of  fmall  notes  Bluing  from 
the  bank. 

Mr,  Sheridan  deplored  the  necef- 
fity  of  the  meafure  ;  but  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  manufacturer 
he  agreed  to  the  bringing  in  of  the 
bill. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
thought  the  effects  of  the  fufpenfion 
might  be  beneficial  to  the  metropo¬ 
lis  as.  well  as  other  places,  and 
therefore,  moved  that  the  excep¬ 
tion  fhould  be  left  out.” 

Leave  was  granted  to  bring  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird,  on  the 
.  3d  of  March,  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  upon  the  faid  bill,  when  he 
begged  leave  to  bring  up  a  claufe 
which  he  was  defirous  fhould  be  in¬ 
ferred  in  the  bill.  The  purport  of 
this  claufe  was,  that  if  any  perfon. 
fhould  fail  in  the  payment  of  a  note 
three  days  after  it  became  due,  it 
fhould  be  lawful  for  thejuftices  to 
proceed  by  fummons,  diftrefs,  &c. 
to  enforce  payment.  Mr.  Bryan 
Edwards  exprelled  himfelf  directly 
againft  the  bill,  \becaufe  it  went  to 
multiply  the  quantity  of  paper  in 
circulation.  The  bill  however  was 
finally  patted  on  this  day,  and  it  was 
agreed,  after  fome  difchffion,  that 
it  fhould  continue  in  operation  till 
the  *  ft  of  May  then  enfuing  ;  it 
received  the  royal  attent  on  the  10th 
of  March. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  10th  of 
March,  rofe  to  make  his  promifed 
motion  relative  to  the  bank.  He 
endeavoured  to  account  for  that  re¬ 
cent  political  phenomenon,  why 
the  order  for  prohibiting  the  bank 
from  paying  in  fpecie  fhould  have 
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been  attended  with  fo  little  alarm. 
One  caufe  was,  that  the  commer¬ 
cial  part  of  the  country  derived  ad¬ 
ditional  accommodation  from  the 
liberality  of  the  bank  in  difcounts. 
If,  previous  to  this  order,  the  coun¬ 
try  was  impoverifhed  by  the  war  to 
a  degree  that  was  not  fully  known, 
the  prevalence  of  certain  opinions 
upon  this  fubjeitt  tended  to  conceal 
the  reality  of  our  fituation.  The 
minifter  felt  himfelf  in  fuch  a  fitu¬ 
ation,  that  if  he  infifted  on  the  bank 
doing  its  duty  of  difcharging  the 
juft  claims  of  their  creditors,  and 
of  limiting  their  difcounts,  from 
the  pretture  they  felt  for  cafh,  nu¬ 
merous  and  important  failures  mutt 
have  takem  place  throughout  the 
country,  and  produced  a  general 
indifpofition  to  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
was  aware  that  if  he  made  no  effort 
to  enable  the  bank  to  keep  its  faith 
with  its  creditors,  but  allowed  the 
circumftances  on  which  the  order 
was  founded,  to  come  to  extremi¬ 
ties,  he  might  find  a  facility  in  af¬ 
fording  a  great  temporary  relief  to 
the  difficulties  which  were  expe¬ 
rienced.  He  prefumed,  that  it  was 
for  the  purpofes  of  government,  not 
from  the  deficiency  of  the  bank, 
that  the  order  was  iffued.  The 
houfe  was  called  upon  by  legiflarive 
authority  to  declare  that  they  pre¬ 
ferred  the  accommodation  of  go¬ 
vernment  to  the  juft  claims  of  the 
public  creditor.  The  fentiment  of 
Demofthenes,  fo  often  quoted,  was 
one  which  was  particularly  applica¬ 
ble  to  our  prefent  circumftances. 
If  we  were  reduced  to  our  prefent 
diftrefs  without  error  or  mifcon- 
dintt,  the  flate  of  the  country  was 
defperate,  and  there  was  no  chance 
of  retrieving  our  affairs.  He  con¬ 
tended,  that  it  would  be  found  up¬ 
on  inquiry,  that  the  embarraffments 
of  the  bank  had  arifen  from  a  de- 
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parture  from  the  original  objeCt  of 
their  inftitution,  and  from  too  clofe 
a  connection  with  government.  It 
was  neceffary  to  guard  againft  the 
effeCts  of  perfualion  or  of  force, 
which  might  be  employed  by  go¬ 
vernment  at  any  future  period. 
The  bank  had  departed  from  their 
original  inftitution,  contrary  to  that 
claufe  in  the  aCt  of  king  William 
prohibiting  them  from  ever  owing 
more  than  the  amount  of  what  was 
owing  to  them  by  government.  An* 
other  claufe  in  the  5th  of  khig 
William  provides,  that  the  bank, 
under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  tri- 
pie  the  amount,  fliould  not  make 
any  advances  to  government,  but  on 
funds  granted  by  parliament.  This 
tied  up  their  hands  from  making 
too  great  advances,  and  this  conti¬ 
nued  with  great  advantage  till  with¬ 
in  three  years,  when  a  claufe  to  re¬ 
peal  it  was  thruft  by  a  fide-wind 
into  an  exchequer  loan  bill,  by 
which  an  indemnity  was  given  for 
paft  advances,  and  the  controul  re¬ 
moved  in  future.  Since  that  period 
the  bank  had  made  advances  to  go¬ 
vernment,  which  it  could  not  have 
done  had  the  provifion  exifted.  His 
fecond  propofal,  therefore,  was  to 
repeal  the  claufe,  and  tore-eftablifh 
the  prohibition.  His  third  was  to 
enable  the  bank  to  avail  themfelves 
of  the  debt  due  from  government. 
Thefe  were  the  three  points  which 
he  intended  to  propofe.  If  the 
prefent  capital  were  not  fufficient, 
the  fum  of  eleven  millions  might 
be  increaled,  and  then,  independ¬ 
ent  of  the  profits  of  their  tranf- 
aCtions,  and  the  alTets  they  poffeffed, 
as  long  as  the  country  exifted  the 
creditors  of  the  bank  would  have 
fecurity  in  their  dealings.  Mr. 
Sheridan  wi filed  the  three  firft  pro- 
pofitions  to  be  confideredin  a  com¬ 
mittee.  of  the  whole  houfe  ;  and 
concluded  with  moving  “  That  it 
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appearing  to  this  houfe,  that  the 
the  effects  of  the  bank  on  the  25th 
of  February  laft  amounted  to 
17,597,280!.  and  that  the  outftand* 
ing  demands  on  the  bank  amounted 
to  13,770,3901 ;  and  it  further  apU 
pearing  that  there  is  owing  to  the 
bank  by  government  the  fum  of 
9,964,4131.  (exclufive  of  the  per* 
manent  debt  due  from  government 
of  1  i,686,8ool.)  Refolved  that"  . 
It  is  highly  expedient,  as  well  for  v- 
the  honour  of  his  majefty’s  govern*  ' 
nient  as  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
public  credit,  that  the  fpfeedieft  - 
mea Cures  fliould  be  taken  for  the' 
payment  to  the  bank,  of  the  faid 
advances,  or  of  a  confiderable  part 
thereof.” 

Mr.  Pitt  rofe-j  and,  after  fome 
preliminary  obfervations,  demand¬ 
ed  acrofs  the  table,  whether  Mr. 
Sheridan  meant  by  his  propofition 
that  the  bank  fliould  never  owe 
more  than  the  country  owed  to  the 
bank  of  original  debt ;  or  whether 
he  meant  that  it  never  fliould  owe 
more  than  the  country  owed  to  the 
bank  upon  parliamentary  fecurity  l 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  he  4 
meant  by  his  propofition  that  the 
bank  fliould  never  owe  more  than 
the  whole  amount  of  the  debt  due 
from  government  to  the  bank  upon 
parliamentary  fecurity.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  then  proceeded.  He  wai 
glad  to  hear  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  come  to  this  expla-  ’ 
nation,  which,  he  was  perfuaded, 
was  not  the  original  idea  which  the 
houfe  fuppofed  from  his  mode  of 
ft  at  ing  his  propofition.  What  was 
the  beft  mode  of  bringing  out  the 
fpecie,  when  there  was  a  fcarcity  > 
in  circulation,  was  certainly  a  point; 
of  great  delicacy4  to  determine. 
The  honourable  gentleman’s  plan 
was,  to  limit  the  circulation  of  pa¬ 
per  in  order  to  call  forth  the  cafti. 

For  his  own  part  he  believed  it  wa$ 

quite 
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quite  impoffible  all  at  once  to  call 
back  fpecie  into  circulation.  Paper, 
he  laid,  was  a  good  medium  of  ex¬ 
change  if  it  refled  upon  a  proper 
ultimate  fecurity,  and  if  it  did  not 
exceed  the  demands  of  the  medium ; 
but  when  a  country  was  furebarged 
with  it,  certainly  it  became  a  great 
evil,  Mr.  Pitt  contended,  that  the 
proportions  then  before  the  honfe 
were  inadequate  to  the  end  for 
which  they  were  brought  forward. 
The  debts  of  the  bank  amounted  to 
thirteen  millions,  all  of  which  was 
demandable  in  cafli :  now,  though 
government  were  to  pay  five  mil¬ 
lions  to  the  bank,  even  fuppojing 
they  could  pay  it  in  cafli,  would 
I  this  be  fufticient  to  liquidate  all 
j  poflible  demands  upon  that  corpo¬ 
ration?  which  was  the  potitian  held 
■  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He 
concluded  with  moving  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion.  * 

Mr.  Fox  defended  the  refolutions 
propofed  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  faid 
the  qyeftion  for  the  houfe  to  decide 
upon  was  Amply  this.  Whether  the 
liquidation  of  the  debt  due  from 
the  government  to  the  bank,  .which 
was  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be 
expedient,  ought  to  be  executed  as 
a  part  of  the  minifter’s  plan  of 
finance,  or  in  confequeiice  of  an 
independen  t  refolution  of  the  houfe  ? 
He  thought  the  latter  mode  was 
much  preferable.  The  houfe  di¬ 
vided  upon  the  previous  queftion — 
Ayes  -  183 

Noes  -  -  43 

It  has  been  already  obferved, 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  Introduced  the  indemnity-bill 
into  the  commons  on  the  9th  of 
March;  on  the  13th  of  the  fame 
month,  he  brought  up  the  bill  un¬ 
der  the  title  . of  “  A  biil  for  ena¬ 
bling  the  bank  of  England  to  iflue 
®otes  in  payment  of  demands  up- 
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on  them,  inftead  of  cafli,  purfuaht 
to  the  late  order  of  council  to  that 
effedl.”  The  bill  was  read  a  firft 
time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
.  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  Thurf. 
day  enfuing.  On  that  day,  how¬ 
ever,  on  account  of  a  paucity  of 
members,  the  houfe  adjourned 
without  proceeding  to  bufirrefs ;  ' 
but  on  the  next  day  (March  17) 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
propofed  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill.  . 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  there  feemed  to 
be  no  provifions  in  the  bill  oblr- 
ging  government  to  receive  notes  in 
payment  of  the  taxes,  which,  as  he 
fuppofed,  was  one  part  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  fter’s  plan •  He  exhorted  the  ' 

houfe  alfo  to  obferve  the  alarming 
fituafion  in  which  every  man  in 
the  kingdom  was  placed.  '  If  any 
perfon  could  not  pay  his  debts  in 
cafli,  lie  was  liable  to  be  fued ‘and 
arrefled  at  the  will  of  his  creditor, 
as  there  was  no  poflibiiity  of  pro- !  * 
curing  a  fupply  of  fpecie.  This 
iituation  was  certainly  alarming, 
and  it  might  be  particularly  hard 
upon  bankers ;  yet,  he  was  con¬ 
vinced,  that  if  the  only  remedy 
which  could  be  reforted  to  were 
tifed,  it  would  be  much  more 
ruinous  an d  d eflrii cti  ve.  Here  he 
alluded  to  the  making  of  bank¬ 
notes  a  legal  tender. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  in  that  ftage  of  the  bill, 
waved  making  any  obfervatioiis 
upon  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Kohboufe  objected  to  the 
whole  bill  as  an  a£l  of  robbery  and 
depredation  againll  the  public  cre¬ 
ditor  ;  he  therefore  oppofed  .it 
throughout;  led  the  plunderer,- ‘ 
palling  in  this  inflartce  with  impu-  r"h 
nity,  ftioulcl  proceed  in  his  fyftenV 
of  piliage.  Ke  was  afraid  that  mi- 
L  4  niflers, 
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nifiers,  by  ifliiing  the  order  of 
council,  had  taken  a  fiep  which 
they  would  never  be  able  to  re¬ 
trieve. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  faid,  the 
houfe  was  now  placed  in  this  pre¬ 
dicament,  by  the  motion  for  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  either 
•that  this  ftage  of  the  bill  Ihould  be 
poftponed,  that  the  order  of  coun¬ 
cil  Ihould  be  repealed,  which  would 
occafion  a  run  upon  the  bank,  or 
that  the  houfe  fhould  fan  61  ion  an 
order  of  this  nature  before  they 
were  acquainted  with  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  was  ifibed,  which 
certainly  would  be  in  the  highefi 
degree  unparliamentary*  He  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  bill  fhould  be  put  off  till  the 
report  of  the  fecret  committee  was 
before  the  houfe. 

Lord  Hawfkebury  reminded  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  the 
.Loufe,  that  the  committee  alluded 
to  had  been  firft  appointed  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  neceflity  of  continu¬ 
ing  and  confirming  that  order  of 
council.  The  committee  had  ac 
cordingly  made  that  inquiry,  and 
reported  to  the  houfe,  that  the  or¬ 
der  of  council  ought  to  be  conti¬ 
nued  and  confirmed ;  and  fince 
tfiat,  another  inquiry  had  been  re¬ 
ferred  to  that  committee,  to  know 
whether  the  privy  council  were 
-juftified  in  their  proceedings  at  the 
-time  of  the  reftri&ion,  which  was 
a  confideratipn  fecondary  to  that  of 
its  continuance.  But  certainly  the 
houfe  might,  vyith  the  greateff  pro¬ 
priety,  permit  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
fecond  time,  as  the  opinion  deli¬ 
vered  in  the  report  of  the  former 
committee  .was,  chat  the  operation 
of  the  order  of  council  ought  to  be 
continued,  which  undoubtedly  couldh 
be  heft  carried  into  effect  under  the 
authority  of  an  act  of  parliament. 

.  Mr.  Grey  role  Chiefly  to  ft  ate  to 
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the  houfe  fome  alarming  informa¬ 
tion  contained  in  a  paper  prefented 
that  day  by  Mr.  Long,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  motion  which  was 
made  by  an  honourable  friend  of 
his  on  a  former  day.  It  had  alfo 
been  moved  fome  time  before,  that 
minifiers,  in  the  prefent  Bate  of  the 
country,  ought  fo  be  prohibited 
from  lending  any  further  fums  to 
the  emperor.  The  anfwer  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the 
latter  oecafion  did  not  preclude  him 
from  ifiliing  any  part  of  the  500,000 1. 
which  was  put  at  his  diferetion  by 
a  vote  of  credit  granted  to  him  by 
parliament  before  Chrifimas.  He 
reminded  the  houfe,  however,  at 
what  time  this  fum  was  voted  ;  it 
was  voted  before  Chrifimas,  long 
before  thofe  calamities  which  had 
now  overtaken  us,  long  before  the 
houfe  of  commons  knew  that  the 
bank  had  flopped  payment,  and 
that  the  credit  of  the  country  was 
wounded  in  its  molt  vital  part.  Had 
the  houfe  at  that  time  been  aware  of 
the  dangers  with  which  they  were 
threatened,  he  was  convinced  that 
they  would  not  have  given  their  af- 
fent  to  the  meafure  of  fending  mo¬ 
ney  out -of  the  country.  When 
this  danger  was  realized,  and  when 
we  were  befet  by  a  crowd  of  unex¬ 
pected  difafiers,  he  did  expeCf  that 
minifiers  would  have  exercifed  the 
(  iferetion  veiled  in  them  for  the  re¬ 
lief,  not  for  the  further  oppreffion, 
of  the  public.  What  was  his  fur- 
prife  then,  when  on  looking  into 
the  accounts  which  were  that  day 
prefented,  to  find,  that  as  late  as 
Saturday  lnft  a  fum  of  120,000]. 
was  iftued  in  exchequer  bills  to  be 
paid  in  fpecie  by  the  bank  to  the 
agents  of  his  imperial  majefty.  He 
hoped  that  the  houfe*  would  impofe 
fome  refiriCtions  upon  thofe  mini¬ 
fiers,  who  became  more  deiperate 
in  proportion  as  the  defperation  of 

public. 
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public  affairs  increased,  and  pro¬ 
hibit  them  at  this  time  from  fending 
more  money  out  of  the  country. 
He  had  heard  alfo  that  thefe  exche¬ 
quer-bills  were  at  from  2  \  to  3  per 
cent,  difcount ;  a  circumftance  for 
which  they  could  not  account,  as 
they  were  payable  by  the  bank 
on  account  of  the  pay  matters  of 
-the  forces. 

After  a  few  obfervations  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  the 
bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  committed  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houle  on  Mon¬ 
day  next. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
on  the  fame  day  informed  the  com¬ 
mons  that  he  had  that  morning  had 
a  meeting  with  fomCiLondon  bank¬ 
ers,  who  had  fuggefted  to  him  fome 
circumttances,  which,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  would  be  material  for  the 
confideration  of. the  houle.  Thefe 
circumttances  however  were  of  fuch 
a  nature  as  to  render  it  neceffary 
that  they  fhould  hold  a  meeting 
among  themfelves.  It  was  alfo  ne- 
ceflary  they  (liould  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  holding  that  meeting  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  went  into  a  commit¬ 
tee  upon  the  bill.  Under  thefe  cir- 
.eumftances  it  appeared  to  him  ne- 
celfary  that  the  houfe  fhould  not  go 
into  the  committee  that  day,  as  he 
had  intended.  The  committee  was 
therefore  pottponed  till  the  enfuin^ 
Wednefday,. 

On  that  day  (March  22)  the 
houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  bill  being  read  para¬ 
graph  by  paragraph,  on  the  claufe 
granting  an  indemnity  to  the  bank, 
.Mr.  Dent  abferved,  "that  the  fear- 
city  of  call)  that  then  prevailed  was 
partly  real  and  jpaitlv  ideal.  That 
fear  city  had  been  produced  by  a 
variety  of  circumttances,  the  alarm 
ot  ijivafion,  the  melting  down  of 
guineas,  the  fending  them  abroad, 

*  For  receiving  bank-notes  inflead  of 
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and  the  immenfe  fpeculatiohs  which 
had  been  occafioned  by  the  extend¬ 
ed  commerce  of  the  country.  From 
the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  bankers, 
in  general,  were  reduced  to  a  fitu- 
ation  of  the  greateft  difficulty  and 
hazard.  It  was  not  his  vvifli  that 
notes  fhould  be  made  completely  a 
legal  tender,  but  only  fo  far  as  the 
debt  of  the  bank  then  extended, 
arid,  in  his  opinion,  the  bank  ought 
to  be  reftri&ed  from  ifluing  any 
more  notes,  except  with  the  con- 
fent  of  two-thirds  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors. 

Mr.  Fox  commented  on  the  cir¬ 
cumftance  of  the  bank  having  if- 
fued  50,000  guineas  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  private  bankers.  The 
meafure  might  be  right  or  wrong ; 
but  what  he  found  Fault  with  was 
the  channel  through  which  the  ac¬ 
commodation  was  obtained.  The 
bankers,  inttead  of  petitioning  the 
bank,  went  and  petitioned  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  in¬ 
terfered  with  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  and  by  his  influence  pro¬ 
cured  for  them  this  fuppiy.  What, 
Did  Mr.  Fox,  mu  it  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  private-  perfons  going 
to  the  minifter  and  making  fife  of 
his  influence  to  induce  the  bank  to 
extend  its  credit  where  it  had  refu- 
fed  to  extend  it,  and  to  fubftitute 
authority  in  place  of  confidence. 
It  had  been  faid,  from  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  becaufe  the  bank  was 
not  liberal  enough  in  its  difeounts, 
the  merchants  had  recourfe  to  the 
fame  channel,  and  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  another  authoritative  in- 
terference  thefe  difeounts  had  been 
extended.  One  of  the  reafons  why 
he  was  'again ft  granting  indemnity 
to  the  bank  was,  that  if  the  ftate  of 
tilings  was  what  it  had  been  repre- 
fented,  and  if  the  perfons  who  en¬ 
tered  into  the  affociations  *  which 
had  been  fo  much  talked  of,  were 

money.  See  Principal  Occurrences. 
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fmcere  in  their  profeffions,  no  in¬ 
demnity  would  be  neceflary*  If 
thefe  affociations  were  extenfive 
enough  to  protect  the  bank  'for 
the  future,  they  might  certainly  be 
trufled  as  amply  fufficient  to  protect 
it  for  the  paft.  For  thefe  reafons 
he  fhould  vote  againft  the  prefent 
claufe. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
replied  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Fox,  and  denied  the  influence  of 
minifters  with  refpeCt  to  the  bank 
having  accommodated  private  bank¬ 
ers  with  the  fum  of  50,000  gui¬ 
neas,  and  with  refpeCt  to  the  dif- 
counting  of  bills, 

Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
ton,  two  bank-direCtors,  aflured  Mr. 
Fox  that  the  bank  had  afted  entire¬ 
ly  upon  their  own  difcretion. 

Mr.  Ballard  flrongly  reprobated  the 
influence  which  government  had  af- 
fuined  over  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 
With  regard  to  the  indemnity  the 
houfe  was  called  upon  to  pafs,  he 
did  not  know  to  what  it  was  to  ap¬ 
ply.  He  ha$  no  doubt  in  his  own 
mind  of  the  culpability  of  the  bank- 
dire  £lors,  and  wi died  an  inquiry 
into  their  conduCt.  Parliament 
ought  to  cut  off  entirely  that  con¬ 
nection  which  had  been  fatally  efla- 
blifhed  between  government  and 
the  bank,  from  which  a  great  part 
of  the  prefent  calamity  arofe. 

The  queftion  was  then  called  for, 
and  the  claufe  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

The  fee  on  d  claufe  being  read, 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  intended 
to  move  for  an  exception  to  this 
claufe  with  regard  to  dividend-war¬ 
rants.  That  the  claufe  was  meant 
to  comprehend  thefe  could  not  be 
doubted  ;  but  if  fo,  it  fhould  be 
more  clearly  and  fpecifically  ex- 
preffed.  As  the  houfe  was  not  con- 
fidering  at  prefent  the  propriety  of 
creating  a  new  circulating  medium* 


-but  deliberating  upon  a  meafiire  by 
which  the  public  faith  was  broken 
with  the  public  creditor,  by  refuf- 
ing  to  pay  him  in  cafh  $  he  gave 
notice  that  he  fhould  move  as  an 
amendment  to  this  claufe  “  that 
the  bank  fhould  be  prohibited  from 
making  any  advances  to  govern¬ 
ment  by  which  the  exi fling  debt 
fhould  be  increafed  during  the  con-? 
tinuande  of  the  prefent  afl.” 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
objected  to  the  introduction  of  any 
fuch  claufe.  If  the  neceflity  of 
adopting  the  prefent  meafure  arofe 
from  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  cafh  in 
the  bank,  that  circumflance  was 
incompatible  with  tendering  pay¬ 
ments  of  the  public  dividends  in 
cafh.  Mr.  Pitt  remarked,  that  the 
precife  flipulation  with  the  public 
creditor  was  to  pay  the  public  divi¬ 
dends  at  the  bank.  The  fums  if- 
fued  from  the  exchequer  to  the 
bank,  and  the  payment  of  fums 
due  to  government,  were  ufually 
paid  in  bank-notes.  Nor  was  it 
reafonable  during  the  prefent  tem¬ 
porary  and  national  embarraflment, 
that  the  receivers  of  dividends 
fhould  be  the  only  perfons  exempt¬ 
ed  from  the  confequences  which 
the  preflure  of  the  moment  una¬ 
voidably  occafioned. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  that  the  doCtrine 
held  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman  was  very  alarming,  as  it 
opened  a  way  to  the  mod  danger¬ 
ous  fraud  upon  the  public  creditor.  , 
Neceflity  had  compelled  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  defraud  the  public  cre¬ 
ditor,  by  offering  him  that  which 
the  law  never  had  in  contemplation 
when  it  fecured  to  him  5  per  cent.  a 
for  his  money.  This  was  the  ful-. 
fitment  of  the  event  predicted  by  , 
Mr.  Hume  :  when  government  was 
to  lay  its  hands  on  the  fums  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  payment  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  creditor,  the  government,  not 
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the  bank,  is  the  debtor,  and  the 
refhfal  of  payment  is  the  aft,  not 
of  the  bank,  but  of  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  allowed 
that  fuch  was  the  imperious  necef- 
fity  that  it  was  an  anfwer  for  any 
thing  which  could  happen.  His 
principal  objeftion  to  the  bill  then 
before  the  committee  was  that  it 
did  not  ftate  at  what  time,  or  whe¬ 
ther  at  any  time^  the  bank  was 
to  refume  its  fprmer  praftice  of 
paying  its  notes  in  fpecie  :  nobody 
imagined  that  the  bank  was  to  be 
ihut  for  ever  as  to  the  ifluing  of 
fpecie  for  paper,  and  that  was  the 
reafon  the  paper  was  then  fo  cur¬ 
rent;  and  therefore  to  continue 
that  currency,  a  fliort  period  fbould 
be  inferred  in  the  bill,  after  which 
the  bank  fliould  be  allowed  to 
pay  in  fpecie.  The  great  thing 
to  be  confidered  was  the  limitation 
of  time  during  which  thp  bank 
was  to  be  reft  rained  from  paying 
in  money  ;  but  at  prefen t  there"  was 
no  time  fixed,  and  all  that  appeared' 
to  refer  to  that  fubjeft  was  a  clauie 
at  the  end  of  the  bill,  which  gave 
power  to  parliament  to  alter  or 
amend  it  during  the  prefent  feffion. 

The  attorney -general  conceived 
that  its  being  left  to  the  wifdom  of 
parliament  to  alter  the  bill  at  any 
time  in  this  feffion,  was  an  anfwer 
to  the  objeftions  of  the  honourable 
baronet.  He  contended  that  the 
parliament  could  not  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  prudently  fix  the.  duration  of 
the  reftriftion  upon  the  bank.  He 
then  proceeded  to  anfwer  the  ob¬ 
jeftions  which  Mr.  Fox  had  made 
to  the  bill.  The  withholding  of 
payment  in  fpecie,  he  faid,  was  by 
no  means  fo  alarming  as  fome  had 
ftated.  He  put  the  cafe  of  a  private 
banker  in  whofe  hands  his  cuftom- 
ers  depofited  money  for  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  their  own  concerns  i  they 


did  fo  on  the  faith  that-  be  would  at* 
ways  have  a  due  proportion  of  cafii 
in  his  pofTeffion  to  anfwer  any  drafts 
from  day  to  day  they  might  draw 
upon  him ;  but  they  knew  very- 
well  that,  if  all  his  creditors  were  to 
come  upon  him  at  once,  he  coutd 
not  have  calli  in  pofTeffion  fuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  them  all ;  for  they 
all  muft  know  that  the  profits  of 
his  bufinefs  muft  confift  in  laying 
our  at  intereft  and  in  advantageous 
commerce  a  great  pbrtion  of  their 
property  depofited  in  his  hands, 
in  which  confifted  the  profits  of 
the  banker.  .  If  gentlemen  did  not 
apply  this  obfervation  to  the  cafe 
before  them,  he  would  venture  td 
fay,  that  they  had  not  duiy  con¬ 
fidered  the  fubjeft  then  in  difcuf- 
fion.  If  a  banker  was  called  upon 
by  his  cuftomers  to  make  good 
at  once  in  fpecie  the  whole  of  their 
demands,  what  was  he  to  do  ?  he 
certainly  could  not  fatisfy  them. 
He  would  fay  i6  Here  are  my  funds  ; 
look  at  the  value  of  them  •  it  is 
true  they  are  not  money,  but  they 
are  convertible  into  money  ;  you 
muft  have  known,  that  if  you  all 
came  upon  me  at  once  I  could  not 
pay  you  all  in  money.”  The  cre¬ 
ditors  in  i'uch  a  cafe  would  fay,  if 
they  were  not  obdurate  and  foolijfh, 
“  It  is  not  for  your  intereft  nor  for 
ours  to  aiftrefs  you  ;  cafli  we  know 
cannot  be  found  immediately  we 
fee  your  funds  are  quite  fufficient 
to  anfwer  our  claims,  and  therefore 
we  will  give  you  time.”  This,  faid 
the  attorney-general,  isprecifely  the 
cafe  with  relpeft  to  the  bank/ 

Mr.  Fox  then  made  feveral  ob- 
fervatior.s  upon  the  arguments  made 
life  of  by  the  attorney-general,  and 
urged  further  reafons  in  fupport  of 
bis  own. 

Fhe  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
next  rofe,  and  replied  to  the  obfer¬ 
vation  which  had  been  made  by  fir 
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W,  Pulteney  and  Mr.  Fox,  in  near¬ 
ly  the  fame  ftrain  of  reafoning 
which  he  had  urged  before. 

The  clan fe,  with  the  amend¬ 
ments,  was  then  adopted. 

The  houfe  went  into  a  further 
committee  on  the  fame  bill  on  the 
24th  of  March.  When  the  claufe. 
which  provided  for  the  payment  of 
the  army  and  navy  in  fpecie  came 
under  difcuftion,  Mr.  Fox  granted 
that  their  claims  upon  the  public 
were  great,  but  contended  that  the 
claims  of  the  public  creditor  were 
at  lead  equally  fo.. 

Mr-  Whitbread  faw  a  good  rea- 
fon  why  the  navy  fhould  be  paid  in 
fpecie  ;  but  why  the  foldier  fhould 
be  paid  in  cadi  when  the  day-la¬ 
bourer  and  working  artificer  were 
to  be  paid  in  paper,  he  could  not 
comprehend,  unlefs  miniflers  pre¬ 
ferred  paying  men  with  arms  in 
their  hands  in  order  to  call  upon 
them  to  filence  the  murmurs  of 
thofe  who  were  unarmed. 

After  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  had  defended  the  claufe,  it 
was  agreed  to  without  aaivifion. 

The  claufe  limiting  the  duration 
of  the  bill  being  read,  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  propoi'ed  that 
the  blank  fhould  be  filled  up  with 
“  the  enfuing  24th  of  June.” 

Mr.  Fox  moved  “that  the  ift 
of  May  be  fubftitoted  for  the  24th 
of  June.” 

Mr.  Sheridan  thought  it  necef- 
fary  that  there  fhould  be  a  claufe  to 
prevent  the  bank  ever  again  obey¬ 
ing  fuch  an  order  of  council.  Fie 
then  made  a  fanciful  allufion  to  the 
bank,  as  an  elderly  lady  in  the  city 
of  great  credit  and  long  {landing, 
who  had  lately  made  a  faux  pas , 
which  was  not  altogether  inexcufa- 
ble.  She  had  unfortunately  fallen 
into  bad  company,  and  contracted 
too  great  an  intimacy  and  connec¬ 
tion  at  the  St.  James’s  end  of  the 


town.  The  young  gentleman  ho\V-» 
ever,  who  had  employed  all  his 
“  arts  of  foft  perfuafion,”  to  fe- 
duce  this  old  ladyy  had  fo  far  fnewn 
his  defigns,  that  by  timely  breaking 
off  the  connexion  there  might  be 
hopes  of  the  old  gentlewoman  once 
more  regaining  her  credit,  and  re¬ 
pairing  her  injured  reputation.  He 
then  concluded  with  fupportmg 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  box.  The 
houfe  divided  upon  the  amend¬ 
ment,  ayes  88,  noes  218. 

Mr.  Hobart,  on  the  2  7th  of 
March,  brought  upfthe  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  bank-bill,  upon 
which  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  propofed  a  claufe,  providing 
that  bank-notes  fhould  be  received 
in  payment  by  fhe  colle&ors  in 
every  Jbranch  of  the  revenue.  He 
had  another  claufe  to  propofe,  he 
faid,  of  great  importance. 

The  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  he  brought  for¬ 
ward  his  firft  claufe,  “That  the  col¬ 
leClors  of  the  revenue,  ,&c.  fhalt 
receive  in  payment  bank-notes,  &c. 
That  this  claufe  fhall  be  made  part 
of  this  bill  during  the  continuance 
of  the  reflriCtion  on  the  bank  not 
to  ifiue  cafb,  &c.”  Agreed  to.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  then 
propofed  the  other  claufe,  the  fub- 
flance  of  which  was,  that  if  any 
man  offered  a  bank-note  in  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  demand,', that  offer  fhould 
do  away  the  effeCt  of  a  perfonai  ar- 
refl  in  the  firft  inftance.  The  claufe 
did  not  go  the  length  of  making 
bank-notes  a  legal  tender,  nor  take 
away  the  power  of  the  creditor  to 
purfue,  in  courfe  of  legal  procefs, 
means  to  obtain  payment  of  his  de¬ 
mand  in  cafli,  but  it  hindered  him 
from  proceeding  to  an  arreft  in  the 
firft  inftance  ;  it  faved  the  holder  of 
a  bank-note  from  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  of  giving  bail  to  an  aClion  up¬ 
on  tendering  the  note.  The  con¬ 
dition 
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ditto  n  of  the  creditor  by  the  c knife 
was  this,  that  the  bank-note  flood 
as,a  ffccuritv  for  his  demand  until 
he  fliould,  in  a  due  collide  of  law, 
obtain  his  judgment.  The  claufe 
was  brought  up  and  read  a  fir  ft 
time  ;  but  upon  the  queftion  for 
the  fecond  reading,  Mr.  Fox  ob¬ 
served,  that  by  the  claufe  if  one 
man  had  a  demand  upon  another 
for  i bool,  and  he  proceeded  againft 
him,  he  could  have  no  other  fecu- 
ritv  than  that  of  a  bank-note;  a 
very  good  fecurity  he  hoped  it 
would  be,  but  then  if  he  took  it, 
and  owed  another  the  fame  film, 
and  that  other  did  not  chufe  to 
take  it,  he  mu  ft  incur  the  penalty 
which  would  attend  the  litigation  of 
that  demand. 

Mr.  alderman  Gurtis  dated,  that 
the  claufe  had  been  laid  before  the 
bankers,  and  that  they  were  fatis- 
fled  with  it. 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved  u  That  it 
fliall  not  be  lawful  for  the  bank 
to  iffue  any  cadi  to  government 
by  way  of  loan  to  any  foreign 
powi^r,  pending  the  operation  of  the 
reftriftioh  laid  on  the  bank  by  the 
late  minute  of  council.” 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
laid,  that  he  felt  no  objection  to 
the  principle  of  the  claufe,  but 
thought  there  fliould  be  fome  ex¬ 
ception  introduced  into  -it,  con¬ 
ferring  a  power  of  i {filing  money 
to  a  limited  amount,  fuppofe 
boojoool.  and  that  only  on  the  cre¬ 
dit  of’the  exchequer  bills  already 
authorifed  by  a  vote  of  parliament. 

The  claufe,  with  the  exception, 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nicholls  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  up  a  claufe  for  limiting  the 
amount  of  the  debts  \ which  the 
bank  might  be  allowed  to  contract 
during  the  continuance  of  the  pre¬ 
fect  bill.  After  fome  obfervations 
Irom  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Thornton, 
{his  claufe  was  put  and  negatived. 


.HISTORY. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
on  the  3.1ft  of  March,  .propoftd  to 
add  a  claufe  to  the  bill,  the  purport 
of  which  was  to  allow  the  bank  to 
repay,  at  different  periods,  in'c.fh, 
thole  who  might  at  their  difcretion 
hereafter  depofit  cadi  with  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  bank,  fo  that  no  more 
than  three-fourths  of  fuch  fums 
ihould  be  repaid  by  the  bank  in 
cadi  durinp  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  bill.  This  claufe  was  op - 
poked  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  ftrongly 
fupported  by  Mr.  Thornton  ;  after 
which  it  was  agreed  to  without 
a  divifion. 

Mr.  Pitt  next  introduced  a  claufe 
to  enable  the  bank,  notwithdand- 
ing  the  prefent  reftriCtion,  to  iffue 
for  the  accommodation  of  private 
bankers  and  traders  in  the  metropo¬ 
lis  a  fum  in  cadi,  not  exceeding 
loojoool,  which,  was  adopted  with¬ 
out  a  divifion.  The  report  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  received  on  the  Monday 
following.  On  that  day,  however, 
it  was  further  poftponed,  but  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  on  the  4-th 
of  April.  On  that  day  Mr.  AY.  Bird 
prefented  a  claufe  by  way  of  rider, 
that  in  all  cafes  where  bank-notes 
might  be  tendered  in  payment  for 
rent,  it  diould  not  be  lawful  for  the 
perfon  to  whom  the  rent  was  due, 
if  he  refufed  fuch  tender,  to  feek  a 
remedy  by  way  of  didrefs. 

The  claufe  was  brought  up  and 
read  a  firft  and  fecond  time ;  but 
after  fome  obfervations  made  by 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Manning,  it  was 
negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  next  pro- 
pofed  a  claufe,  the  object  of  Which 
was  to  require  the  bank  within  acer- 
tain  (hort  period  after  the  palfing  of 
the  a£t  to  come  forward,  and  to  de¬ 
clare  whether  they  wiflied  the  re- 
ftridtion  to  continue,  and  if  they 
did  not,  that  the  prohibition  fhould 
immediately  ceafe. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 

oppofed 
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oppofed  the  claufe  and  Mr.  Fox 
fupported  it. 

The  houfe  divided  on  the  quef- 
tion,  that  the  claufe  be  brought  up. 
Noss  79,  ayes  43. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  upon  a 
queflion  of  the  duration  of  the  bill, 
Sir  W.  Pulteney  propofed  an  a- 
mendment  to  the  claufe  which  li¬ 
mited  the  bill  to  the  24th  of  June, 
by  leaving  out  that  period  and  fub- 
flituting  the  6th  of  May,  which 
was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  paffed,  and 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
was  defired  to  carry  the  fame  to  the 
lords  for  their  concurrence. 

The  bill  went  through  its  feveral 
flages  in  the  houle  of  lords  without 
any  alteration,  and  was  paffed  into 
a  law  a  feiv  days  afterwards. 

The  next  fubjed  which  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  relative  to  this  bulinefs  was  a 
motion  made  by  fir  William  Pulte- 
jiey  “  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  eflablifhment  of  another  bank 
fhould  the  bank  of  England  not 
open  for  payment  in  fpecie  on  the 
24th  of  June  next.5’  Sir  William 
fubmitted  this  motion  to  the  houfe 
on  the  30th  of  May.  He  prefaced 
it  with  an  hiftoricai  account  of  the 
late  failure  of  the  bank.  He  al¬ 
lowed  that  the  monopoly  of  the 
bank  of  England  was  an  obflacle 
in  the  way  of  his  propofal,  as  its 
charter  did  not  expire  till  1812, 
and  the  company  took  care  always 
to  have  their  charter  renewed  a 
porifiderabie  time  before  the  period 
qf  its  expiration.  He  did  not  go 
fo  far  as  to  fay  that  their  Pop- 
page  in  the  firft  in  fiance  was  a  vio¬ 
lation  ot  that  charter,  though  cdn- 
fiderable  doubts  were  entertained 
Upon  that  fubjed.  But  if  they 
fhould  not  be  enabled  to  open  for 
payment  on  the  24th  of  June,  there 
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could  be  no  ground  for  continuing 
their  monopoly  any  longer;  if  they 
fhould  at  that  time  open  for  pay¬ 
ment  in  money,  his  propofal  would 
do  no  harm,  and  no  fecond.  bank 
would  be  eftablifhed.  At  all  events, 
however,  he  thought,  that  if  ano¬ 
ther  bank  were  instituted,  it  would 
aid  the  operations  of  the  old  bank. 
Scotland  had  two  banks,  and  the 
affairs  of  the  old  one  were  much 
more  profperous  fince  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  new,  though  all  the 
arguments  were  previoully  oppofed 
to  it  which  could  be  urged  againft 
a  new  bank  of  England  on  the  pre-' 
fen  toe  call  on.  He  contended,  that 
the  monopoly  of  the  bank  was  in¬ 
jurious;  that  an  open  competition 
would  be  of  public  fervice  ;  that  in 
feveral  in  fiances  the  diredors  of 
the  bank  had  been  improvident. 
They  had  complained  to  Mr.  Pitt 
of  the  high  price  of  gold  in  Portu¬ 
gal,  when  that  was  not  the  beft 
market  for  ft.  The  price  of  gold 
in  Portugal  was  4I.  8s.  6d.  per 
ounce,  when  gold  could  be  had  at 
Hamburgh  for  3I.  is.  6d<  per  ounce. 

Mr.  S.  Thornton  contradided 
the  flaternent  which  had  juft  been 
given  of  the  price  of  gold  at  Han^ 
burgh,  and  defended  the  bank  up¬ 
on  its  prefent  plan. 

After  fome  obfervations  frorrt 
Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
houfe  divided— for  the  motion  1  c, 
again  ft  it  30. 

The  limits  of  this  publication 
would  not  admit  of  a  more  extend¬ 
ed  detail  of  the  parliamentary  de¬ 
bates  oil  this  fubjed  ;  but  we  fhall 
fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  which  fat  on  the 
affairs  of  the  bank.  There  is  the 
utmofi  reafon  to  believe  the  report 
m  every  refped  was  a  fair  one,  and 
the  flaternent  muft  be  allowed  to 
be  in  a  great  meafure  fatisfadofy. 

From 
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From  the  report  it  appears  that  on  finances  of  the  bank  flood  as  foi- 
fhe  26th  of  February,  1797,  the  lows  ; 

Debtor.  £.  Creditor,  £. 

Bank-notes  in  circulation  8,640,250  Advances  on  go--) 

•Drawing  account,  audit  *  vernment  fecurity  j  I0?6 72,490 

roll,  exchequer-bills,  '.  5,130,140  Other  credits,  inclu- 
and  other  debts  j  1#  "  ’  "* 


13,770,390 

Balance  3,826,890 


17,597,280 


►ther  credits,  inclu- ) 
ding  cafh,  bullion,  >  6,924,700 

bills  difc.  &c.  ) 


1 7?S97>2^° 


Particulars  of  Debit  Account . 

£, 

Drawing  Account  -  2,389,600 

Exchequer  Dills  depofited  1,676,000 
Audit  roil  ? or  unpaid  di-  7  o 
vidends)  -  -  \  '7  3>73° 

Bank-flockdividends,  un- 1 
-claimed  j  45?I5° 

Dividends  unclaimed  on  7 
z)  Eatl-India  annuities  J  I0’ 
Sundry  fmalf  articles  un*  7 
claimed  %  .  j  *>33° 

Due  from  chief  caihier,  7  , 

on  the  loan  of  1797  j  *7,ooo 

Unpaid  Irifh  dividends  -  1,460 

PittQj  011  the  imperial  loan  5,600 


210 


5>13°?I4° 


700,000 

15,890 


Particulars  of  Credit  Ac  count  *  , 

£• 

Bil4  and  notes  dif-  "7 

counted,  cafh  and  >4,176.080 
bullion  -  .  -f 

Exchequer-bills.  -  8,228,000 

Lands  and  tenements  65,000 
Money  lent  on  mort-  * 
gage,  011  annuities 
of  1 ,290,0001.  to  the 
Eaft-India  company 
Stamps 

Navy  and  victualling  bills 
American  debentures,  7 

1790  -  j  54? 1 5^ 

Petty  cafh  in  the  houfe  .  5,320 

Sundry  articles  -  -  24,150 

Five  per  cents,  ann.  1  _ 

'  from  navy  -  J  795»Soo 

Five  per  cents.  1797  1,000,000, 

Treafury  bills  paid  for  7 

government  -  \  r>5r2?270' 

Loan  to  government  7 
without  intereft  j 
Bills  difeounted,  unpaid 
Treafury  and  excheq.  7 
fees  -  5 

Intereft  due  on  different  7 

fu ms  advanced  to  go-  >  554,250 

vernment  -  y 


376,009 

88,120 

740 


1 7,597,280 

With  refpeCt  to  the  public,  there-  a  folvent  company,  whofe  affets  are 
fore,  the  bank  mult  be  regarded  as  at  leaft  three  millions  more  than  alf 

-the 
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the  demands  that  can  poflibly  be 
brought  asainfl  them.  With  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  proprietors  themfelves 
the  cafe  is  fomewhat  different,  and 
requires  inveftigatioii. 

The  capital  of  the  bank,  If  taken 
at  par,  would  be  about^.i  1,600,000. 

To  cover  this  they  have  lent 
to  government  bn  an  annuity  of  3 
percent.  1 1,600,  oool.  *.  But  this 
they  cannot  convert  intofpecie,  nor 
recover  in  any  other  form.  It  can 
therefore  be  only  confidered  of  the 
fame  value  as  any  other  3  per  cent, 
annuity  on  government  fecurity, 
which,  at  50  per  cent,  (rather  above 
the  prefent  price)  is  £.  5,800,000 

Add  to  this  the  balance 
as  above  -  -  3,826,890 

Total  of  affets  to  an-1 
fwer  the  above  capital  >  9,626,890 
of  1 1,600, oool.  j 


But,  in  fact,  bank-flock  is  not 
bought  at  par,  that  is,  at  icol.  for 
a  nominal  fhare,  or  iool.  of  the 
above  eleven  millions  and  a  half  ; 
but  at  the  rate  of  about  125I.  per 
cent,  which  to  the  proprietors  at 
■  large  would  add  one-fourth  to  the 
above  eleven  millions  and  a  half, 
viz. 

Nominal  capital  -  11,600,000 

Twenty-five  per 
cent,  premium  on 
the  flock  or  capital  -  2,900,000 

£.  14,500,000 


H  AND 

The  trade  of  the  bank,  however, 
enables  them  to  divide  at  the  rate 
of  7  per  cent,  on  the  refpe&ive 
fhares,  and  therefore  the  price  of 
bank-flock  is  to  be  confidered  not' 
fo  much  paid  for  aCtual  capital,  as 
for  a  participation  in  a  profitable 
bufinefs,  which,  as  long  as  it  is 
able  to  fupport  itfelf,  will  produce 
an  annuity  of  7I.  for  125I.  or  what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  current  price  of 
bank-flock  at  any  given  period. 

In  the  report  which  was  given  in 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  fpecie  and  bullion  depofited 
in  the  bank  at  different  periods  was 
not  fpecified  ;  but  this,  as  well  as 
the  amount  of  the  difcounts  for 
private  perfons,  was  reprefented  by 
certain  arbitrary  numbers,  intel¬ 
ligible  only  to  the  directors  and 
certain  confidential  fervants  of  the 
bank.  Thefe  numbers,  however, 
have  been  deciphered  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  converfant  in  fiich  calcula¬ 
tions  ;  and  it  appears  that  the  mean 
number  660,  in  the  following  table 
denotes  the  fum  of  4  millions;  that 
from  the  1 8th  to  the  25th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1797,  the  fum  of  600, oool. 
was  paid  in  fpecie ;  the  fictitious 
number  was  therefore  reduced  from 
314  to  210,  and  confequently  the 
fum  of  1,272,000b  was  the  whole 
of  the  cafh  and  bullion  in  the  bank 
at  the  time  the  order  of  council 
was  iffued. 


*  Round  numbers  are  employed,  to  avoid  fractional  calculations  ;  the  real  furs 
due  from  government  on  a  permanent  annuity  beii^g  L.  It, 686, .800. 
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fT  able  f/ozviHg  the fcale  of  Cafi  and  Bullion  in  the  tdcmh}  from  1782  to  1  797, 


1782. 
Bareli 
fund 
3ept. 
Dec. 

1783. 


No. 
602 
c8  6 
382 

352 


Dec.  3  r 


March 

208 

une 

136 

3a. 

78 

3ec. 

1 16 

1784. 

une 

224 

>.ept  23 
9ec.  31 
1785. 
dar.  19 
une  25 
ept.  24 


326 

44,5 

382 

884 

1 1 


No. 

1226 


1786. 
Mar.  24  1 178 
June  30  1220 
Sept,  30  1256 
D  c.  30  1190 

1787. 

Mar.  21  1096 


1789.  No. 
Mar.  28  1462 
June  27  1634 
Sept.  26  1*764 
Dec.  24  1756 

1 79°- 

Mar.  26  1712 
June  25  1652 
Sept.  24  1684 


June  30  1 1 4c  Dec.  31  1616 
Sept.  2/8  1270!  1791. 

Mar.  26  1 5 1 
June  25  it; 52 
Sept.  24  1582 
Dec.  31  1420 
1 79'2- 


Dec.  29  1186 

1 788.  1 

Mar.  29  1124 
June  28  1240 
Sept.  27.  140 


Mar.  31  1236 


Sept.  28 
Dec.  29 

„  r>» 
Mar.  30 

June  29 

Sept.  28 

Dec.  30 

1794- 
Mar.  29 
June  28 
6  Sept.  27 
Dec.  24 

*  795  - 

March 


No. 
1032 
868 

5go  J 
728 
I  128 
12  74 


1420 

1 354 
1336 

1282 


unc 


Sept.- 


1310 

1214 

956 

*66qI 


74  Dec.  24  i438june30  n32D*ec 

*  This  number  lias  been  hated  to  represent  fair.fcjb. 


1796. 

January 

March 

May 

uly 

Sept. 

Dec. 

1797. 
January 
Feb.  4 

- - 1 1 

\  18 

- -  21 

- -  22 

- 23 

^24 

-*5. 


No. 

ssS 

490 

438 

4'4 

4l8 

4r4 

338 

34° 

■356 

298 
284 
)  268 
t  210 


The  difeounts  to  merchants,  and  will  obferve,  reprefented  alfo  in  the 
ther  individuals,  are,  the  reader  table  below*,  by  arbitrary  numbers, 


EAR. 

792 

793 

794 


Scale. 

4  to  1 

.1  to  3  4  to  1 
1  to  1. 4  to  1 


Table  of  Discounts. 


Year. 

1 795 

I  7  c  6 

1 797 


Scale.  1  ■ 

1  to  J  to  1 

1  -  to  2  to  I  4  to  2 

2  tO  I.4  to  2  4  *• 


*  This  is  brought  down  to  the  i6lh  of  March,  cf  thereabouts. 


Monthly  Scale  cf  Difeounts  for  the  Years  1793,  1  794, 


1795, 


and  1796. 


1 793*  -  ■ 

No. 

1 794- 

No. 

1 795- 

No. 

anuary  5 

214 

Januarv  4 

IOI 

Jan.uary  4 

'i  04 

ebruarv  1 

209 

February  1 

1 10 

February  7 

107 

larch  2 

217 

March  1 

I31 

March  7 

103 

Lpril  6 

320 

April  5 

i37 

A  Dill  I  I 

4  .  , 

187 

lay  4 

283 

May  3 

i39 

May  2 

1 76 

une  r. 

231 

June  13 

147 

June  6 

*57 

uly  6 

1 78 

July  5 

*49 

July  4 

220 

Algllil.  3 

123' 

Augn ft  2 

1  .'O 

Auguft  £ 

1 5 1 

eptember  7 

93 

September  6 

9,° 

September  5 

85 

•Ftober  5 

102 

OFtobcr  4 

92 

October  3 

79 

lovember  8 

91 

November  8 

85 

November  7 

'96 

>ecember  7 

89 

December  1 

85 

December  5 

140 

M97* 

4 

4k- 

M 

1796,, 
January  2 
February  6 
March.  5 


No, 
179 
152 
1 2  7 
131 

May  7  129 

June  3  7'  168 

July  2  165 

Auguti  6  163 

September  3151 
ObVober  1  189 

November  3  160 
December  3  171 

of 
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of  which  1  is  the  medium;  but  thefe 
being  decyphered  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  it  appears  that  the  real  difcounts 
on  the  26th  of  February  amounted 
to  no  more  than  2,904,080!.  and  xhe 
following:  table  will  at  once  exhibit 

O 


the  (late  of  the  cafh  and  bullion, 
the  average  of  bank  notes  in  cip- 
culation,  the  difcounts  and  adr 


vances  to  government 
fcveial  periods  which  it  embraces. 


Data. 

2afh  and  Bullion 

Avenge  of  Bank 
Notes  Circulated. 

Bills 

Difcounted. 

Average  AdVan. 
to  Government, 

- 

1703.  March 

3,508,000 

I  1,963,020 

/)OUu 

June 

4,412,000 

6,836,000 

12, 100,650 

5, 128,000 

9,434,000 

September 

10,938,620 

2,065,00  0 

9?455>/°° 

December 

7,720,000 

10,967,310 

1,976,000 

8,887,500 

1704.  March 

8,608,000 

11,159,720 

10,366,456 

2,908,000 

8,494,100 

June 

8,208,000 

8,096,000 

3,263,000 

September 

IO?343)94° 

2,000,000 

1,887,000 

6,779,800 

December 

7,768,000 

10,927,970 

7,545,100 

I7Q<p  March 

7,940,000 

12,432,240 

2,287,000 

9>7  7h7°° 

June 

7,3  $6,000 

10,912,680 

3,485,000 

10,879,700 

September 

5,792,000 

11,034,790 

1 1,608,670 

1,887,006 

10,197,600 

10,863,100 

Decelnbei 

4,000,000 

3,109,000 

2796.  March 

2,972,000 

10,824,1 50 

2,820,000 

1 1?3  5 1, 0.99. 

June 

2,582,000 

10,770,200 

3,730,000 

1 1,209,700  I 

September 

2,532,000 

2,508,000 

9,720,44° 

3,352,00° 

9,901,100 

Decembei 

9,645,71° 

3,796,000 

9,511,400  ■ 

1797.  Feb.  26 

1,272,000 

8,640,250 

2,905,000 

10,672,490  1 

From  thefe  documents  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  that  our  oblervations  in  the 
beginning  of  tins  chapter  are  fhift- 
ly  correft  ;  and  that  the  importance 
of  the  bank,  as  a  public  inflitu- 
tion,  has  been  unwarrantably  mag¬ 
nified.  If  we  compare  the  fum  of 
1 2, 000, cool,  which  has  in  general 
been  the  extent  of  the  bank-notes 
in  circulation,  with  the  whole  trade 
of  Great  Britain  as  efiimated  by  the 
cuflom-houfe  reports,  how  infig- 
nificant  wiil  it  appear?  And  if  we 
confider  that  theafli fiance  which  this 
inflitution  has  afforded  to  com¬ 
merce  has  feldom  exceeded  thiee  or 
four  millions  at  any  given  time, 
how  trifling  muff  it  appear  in  com- 


parifon  with  the  immenfe  capitals 
which  are  annually  turned  over  ih 
our  different  manufa&ures  ?.  ? 

The  truth  is,  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  is  chiefly  carried  on,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  bank,  by  a  kind  6f 
barter,  traffic,  or  circulation  arhoiljr 
the* traders  themfelves,  who;accept 
and  receive  private  bills  6f  ex¬ 
change  to  an  infinitely  greater  a- 
mount  than  the  whole  circulation 
of  the  bank  of  England.  The  ban'll* 
paper  is  chiefly  confined  in  its  cir¬ 
culation  to  the  metropolis  ;  and  tiffe 
affi fiance  which  it  extends  to  in'di- 
viduals,  is  principally  extended  to 
the  merchants  and  traders  of  "the 
metropolis,  ft  quickens,  perhaps. 
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and  preferves,  in  fome  degree,  the 
vital  energy  in  that  part  which 
may  be  confidered  a:  the  centre  of 
commercial  aClion  ;  thns  far  it  is  of 
life  and  importance,  but  this  is  the 
utmoft  limit  of  its  utility;  and  it 
muft  be  a  confolatory  reflection  to 
JEnglifhmen  to  know,  that  the  trade 


*79 

ahd  manufactures  of  the  country- 
can  be  affeCted  but  in  a  very  flight 
degree  by  the  profperity  or  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  the  bank. — They  happily 
felt  on  a  firmer  bafis — on  the  ge¬ 
nius,  induftry,  and  fpirit  of  the 
people. 


CHAP.  VI. 

State  of  Ireland  with  refped  to  France. — Obfervations  on  the  abortive  Attempt 
of  General  Hoche. — Becomes  the  Subject  of  Debate  in  the  Britifi  Parlia¬ 
ment. — Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  Mr.  IVhitbread' s  Motion  rela - 
live  to  the  Invafion  of  Ireland. — Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  fame 

Subject. — Earl  of  Moira's  Motion  on  the  State  of  ' Ireland — negatived. _ 

Mr.  Fox's  Motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  fame  Sub  jell — alfg 
negatived . 


IF  we  except  the  tranfaClions  in 
Italy,  where  the  commanding 
genius  of  Buonaparte  feems  to  have 
rifeii  fuperior  to  the  impediments 
which  the  weaknefs,  folly,  or  fel- 
Sftmefs  of  his  employers  might  have 
:hrawn  in  his  way,  we  may  ven¬ 
ire  to  pronounce  that  the  prefent 
lireCtory  of  France  have  exhibited 
>ut  (lender  talents  for  conduci¬ 
ng  a  war,  ^and  but  little  of  that 
tigour,  induftry,  and  ftratagem, 
vhich  marked  the  politics  of  their 
wredeceflors.  Their  threatened  in- 
wafion  of  England  is  become  almoft 
•roverbially  ridiculous;  nor  have 
Ihey  on  any  occafion  manifefted  an 
■nergy  equal  to  their  refources,  or 
a  genius  in  dire  Cling  ably  even  the 
lender  preparations  they  have  made. 
iTe  attempt  at  an  invafion  of  Ire¬ 
land,  under  the  direction  of  general 
Roche,  which  we  noticed  in  our 
mil  volume,  was  the  only  effort 
f  at  was  made  to  put  their  bombaft- 
threats  and  their  pompous  pro- 
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plantations  in  execution.  That  at¬ 
tempt,  fortunately  for  Britain,  was 
ill  planned.  The  whole  conduCt 
of  the  expedition  wasentrufted  to 
one  man,  without  even  an  able  fe- 
cond  in  command,  who  was  pro¬ 
perly  inftruCled  to  fupply  his  place, 
fliouPd  any  accident  prevent  the 
co-operation  of  the  commander  in 
chief;  the  confequence  was,  that 
the  troops  and  Teamen  who  firft 
made  their  deftined  port,  were  with¬ 
out  a  leader,  and  incapable  of  aCl- 
ing.  The  direClory,  too,  appear  to 
have  been  unaccountably  ignorant 
of  the  ftate  of  the  country  which 
it  was  their  objeCl  to  fubdue,  fince 
late  events  have  (hewn  that  the  de- 
feent  was  not  made  in  the  mod  vul¬ 
nerable  part,  nor  was  the  faClion 
itfelf,  which  was  expected  to  aid 
the  defigrv  apparently  apprized  of 
the  enterprize,  or  prepared  to  co¬ 
operate.  Had  they  aCted  in  con¬ 
cert,  and  had  the  force  of  the  French 
been  directed  to  feveral  points  of 
M  a  the- 
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the  ifland,  •  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  this  valuable  appendage  of  the 
Britifii  empire  would  have  been  for 
ever  feparated  from  the  parent 
land  ;  a  revolution,  more  fanguinary 
perhaps,  and  certainly  more  dif- 
a If rous  in  proportion  to  its  near- 
nefs,  than  the  American  revolution, 
might  probably  have  been  effected. 
Providentially  for  this  ifland,  as 
well  as  for  Ireland  itfelf,  the  defign 
was  fruLrated  by  the  weaknefs  of 
its  projectors,  and  by  the  rigour  of 
the  feafon  and  the  elements  ;  and 
we  may  venture  to  predict  that  a 
fecotxl  opportunity  equally  favour¬ 
able  will  not  occiir,  and  that  Ire¬ 
land  will  never  now  be  reduced 
under  the  Gallic  yoke. 

To  enter  into  the  caufes  of  dif- 
affedtion  which  concurred  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  late  unhappy  ferment  in 
that  kingdom  would  at  this  feafon 
be  obvioufly  improper;  and  to 
extend  thefe  obfervations  further 
would  be  to  anticipate  much  of  that 
matter  which  we  (hall  in  the  courfe 
of  this  chapter  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  giving  upon  fuperior  au¬ 
thority.  Let  it  fufflce  to  fay,  that 
jthe  expofed  fituation  of  Ireland, 
and  the  fuppofed  negledt  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  with  refpecf  to  obferving 
the  motions  of  the  Breft  fleet,  were 
made  the  fubjeCt  of  a  motion  in  the 
Britifh  houfe  of  commons  on  the 
3d  of  March.  The  opening  of 
this  interefting  debate  was  entruft- 
ed  to  Mr.  Whitbread,  who  enlarged 
much  on  the  want  of  precaution  in 
the  min  liters  in  general,  and  on  the 
inactivity  of  the  admiralty  in  par¬ 
ticular.  Information,  he  laid,  had 
been  received  through  various  chan¬ 
nels,  that  Ireland  was  one  great 
object  of  the  meditated  attack  of 
the  enemy.  Had  any  meafures  then 
been  taken  towards  the  defence  of 
that  country,  when  the  attack  was 


actually  made?  He  entreated  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  its  fitua¬ 
tion  when  the  enemy  was  on  the 
very  coaft  :  from  the  letter  of  the 
commander  in  chief  in  that  quar¬ 
ter  (general  Dalrymple)  it  appear¬ 
ed  that,  inftead  of  any  effectual 
meafures  having  been  previoufiy 
adopted  for  its  defence,  every  thing 
remained  to  be  done.  After  men¬ 
tioning  the  appearance  of  the  enemy 
in  Bantry  Bay,  the  general  fays,  that 
he  will  proceed  to  put  every  thing 
into  the  mod  proper  train  for  de¬ 
feating  their  defigns. 

Was  this  (continued  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread)  a  proper  defence  againft  fo 
aCtive  and  enterprifing  an  enemy 
as  we  have  to  contend  with?  There 
was  not  at  the  time  more  than 
three  thoufand  regular  troops  to  op- 
pofe  the  whole  force  of  the  French; 
the  city  of  Cork  in  particular  was 
in  the  moft  imminent  danger  of  fail¬ 
ing  into  their  hands,  had  not  that 
God  alone,  who  has  fo  often  favour¬ 
ed  and  protected  this  country,  pre¬ 
vented  it.  In  Cork  were  contained 
Lores  and  provifions  of  various 
kinds  to  the  amount  of  a  million 
fieri! ng  in  value  :  among!!  thole 
Lores  were  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
vi lions  intended  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Britiili  navy  for  the  following  year, 
fo  that,  had-  they  been  taken  or  de- 
Lroyed,  our  navy  would  have  been 
for  a  year  to  come  annihilated.  He 
proceeded  to  Late  the  motionsofthe 
French  fleet,  and  of  our  own,  from 
the  time  of  their,  quitting  Breff. 
Admiral  Colpoys,  with  a  fleet  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen  fail  of  the  line, 
was  lying  off  Breff  harbour  for 
fome  weeks  ;  the  French  fleet  how¬ 
ever,  in  defiance  of  this,  failed  from 
BreL  on  the  15th  of  December; 
on  the  20th  they  arrived  v op  the 
coaff  of  Ireland,  and  fome  of  them 
dropped  anchor  in  Bantry  Bay ; 
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previous  to  that,  and  durmg  the 
time  that  admiral  Colpoys  was  with 
his  fquadron/ lying  off  Breft,  ad¬ 
miral  Ric.hery,  with  fix  French 
Blips  of  the  line,  paffed  our  fquad- 
rori  and  got’fafe  into  Br.eft  ;  fo  that 
the  enemy  were  at  fea,  and  on  the 
coaft  of  Ireland,  from  the  i'8th  of 
December  to  the  6th  of  January: 
On  the  20th  of  December  news  ar¬ 
rived  in  England  that  the  French 
fleet  had  quitted  Breff,  and  on  the 
31ft  that  it  was  off  the  coafi:  of  Ire¬ 
land.  On  the  fame  dav  exaftlv 
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admiral  Colpoys  with  the  fleet  un¬ 
der  his  command  arrived  at  Portf- 
ihouth :  the  r'eaiorts  given  for  his 
return  with  his  fquadron  are  va¬ 
rious  and  contradictory';  one' was, 
that  his  force  was  inhiflicient  to' en¬ 
counter  that  of  the  enemy.  If  this 
be  the  real  caufe  (faid  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread1),  it  fur niflies additional  reafon 
.for  inquiring  into  the  conduft  of 
miniflers,  and  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty  ill  particular. 

Th<p*e  was  another  circumflance 
which  had  occurred  very  remarka¬ 
ble:  admiral  Elphinftone  arrived  in 
Ireland  in  the  Monarch  of  74  guns, 

*  accompanied  by  a  frigate.  He  gave 
notice  to  the  caftle  of  Dublin  that 
he,  with  the  fhip  under  his  com- 
(mand,  and  *  with  the  frigate,  was 
ready  to  join  any  other  force  that 
’might  be  allotted  for  the  purpbfe  of 
‘  going  in  fearch  of  the  enemy  .  Ad¬ 
miral  King! mill  alfo  iffued  orders 
’  for  feveral  frigates  to  fail  on  the 
fame  errand  ;  yet  on  the  3d  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  admiral  Elphififtone  arrived 
^  at  Spithead  with  the  Monarch,  with¬ 
out  having  feeri  any  of  the  enemy’s 
_  fleet.  Lord  Bridporty  who  failed 
the  fame  day  from*  then'ek,  and  went 
1  '  fir  It  to  Breft,  and  then  fnaped  his 
coiirfe  to  Ireland,  returned  to  Spit- 
head  equally  unfuccefsful ;  and 
"the  defigns  of  the  enemy  were  only 


fruftrated  by  the  winds,  and  the 
fafetv  of  Ireland  entirely  abandon¬ 
ed  to  the  chance  of  the  elements. 

,  Another  reafon  afligned  for  the 
return  of  admiral  Colpoys5  fquadron 
into  port  wa's,  that  it  was  fliort 
of  provifions;  but,  continued  Mr. 
Whitbread,  is  it  poffible  to  con¬ 
ceive  that,  in  all  the  time  it  lay 
off  Breft,  either  frefh  flops  could 
not  have  been  Pent  to  relieve  him, 
properly  victualled,  or  tranfports 
have  been  forward,  d  to  fe-vittual 
the' fleet?  When  information,,  bad 
been  received  of  the'adtive  and  'ex- 
ten  five  preparations  going  forward 
at  Breft,  after  the  large  I  n  ms  con- 
fumed  in  fecret  fervice  money,  and 
with  the  immenfe  navy  in  our  pof- 
feflion,  fhall  we  be  told  they  ought 
not  to  have  fent  out  frefli  fiiips 
to  have  reinforced  that  fquadron  ? 
He  Concluded  by  moving  u  that  it 
might  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  miniflers 
rfefpefHhg  the  late  attempt  of  the 
French  to  invade  Ireland.” 

Mr.  Dundas  replied  to  Mr. 
Whitbread  in  a  fpeech  of  feme 
length.  He  exonerated  the  admi¬ 
ralty  from  any  want  of  forefight,  or 
failure  of  duty  ;  faid  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  decide  whether  Portugal  or 
Ireland  was  the  obje<5f  of  the  French 
fleet ;  afferted  that  it  was  the  wifelf 
meafiure  our  government  coal'd  ad¬ 
opt  to  divide  our  fleets,  Rationing 
one  off  Breft  (to  watch  the  enemy 
and  intercept  the  failing  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition)  and  the  other  at  home,  to 
'  relieve'  it  if  neceffary,  or  join  it 
if  expedient.  He  contradicted  a 
.  ftatement  that  had  go  he  abroad,  that 
(no  frigate  or  fquadron  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  admiralty  to ‘.watch 
over  the  enemy  In  /Breft  harbour, 
and  give  an  account  to'  admiral 
Colpoys  as  circumftances  fliould  re¬ 
quire,  Sir  Edward  Pel  lew  was  ap- 
-  M  3  pointed. 
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pointed,  and  did  actually  cruife 
there.  But  notwithstanding  the  di¬ 
ligence  and  /kill  of  the  admiral, 
and  the  experience  and  courage 
of  fir  Edward,  their  exertions  were 
in  vain ;  for  the  Rate  of  the  weather 
wasfuch  that  it  wasimpoffibleforthe 
admiral  to  keep  his  own  fleet  under 
his  obfervation,  and  the  air  was  fo 
hazy  that  the  fog  guns  were  conti¬ 
nually  fired.  Couki>sffly  man  doubt 
fir  Edward’s  inclination  to  have 
gi  ven,  if  polfible,  the  intelligence 
to  the  admiral  that  the  enemy  had 
put  to  fea;  or  that  admiral  Colpoys 
was  not  defirous  to  fee  it  ?  was  it 
likely  he  fhould  be  unwilling,  when 
he  had  a  fleet  under  his  com¬ 
mand  fo  fuperior  to  that  of  the  e- 
nemy  ?  It  was  the  wifeR  refolution 
he  could  take,  not  to  follow  them 
to  Portugal  or  Ireland  till  he  knew 
their  certain  deftination ;  and  he 
kept  his  flation  for  the  chance  of 
intercepting  all  or  part  of  the  fleet 
in  cafe  of  difperfion  by  a  Rorm  ; 
he  recolle&ed  alfo,  that  the  circum¬ 
stance  of  their  having  failed  would 
be  known  to  the  admiralty,  and  by 
remaining  where  he  was,  he  fhould 
receive  fuch'  authentic  intelligence 
as  he  could  not  otherwife  expert 
to  obtain. 

RefpeCting  the  charge  of  the  want 
of  provisions,  Mr.  Dundas  could 
not  but  admit  thefquadron  had  re¬ 
mained  longer  on  its  flation  than 
Was  at  firff  fuppofed  neceflary,  and 
not  relieved  as  foon  as  the  admiralty 
had  intended  ;  the  reafon  was,  fir 
Koger  Curtis  fhould  have  been  in 
port  the  beginni/ig  of  November, 
and  did  not  come  till  the  1 8th.  He 
had  been  appointed  to  cruife  off 
KoChfort,  where  he  remained  a 
fortnight  longer  than  was  expected, 
to  intercept  the  return  of  Richery’s 
fq uadi-on  from  Newfoundland.  Sir 
Roger’s  fqtiadron  confifkd  of  &  ven 
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fail  of  the  line,  and  was  to  have 
been  lent  to  the  relief  of  the  fleet 
off  BreR;  but  the  wind  was  fo  ad¬ 
verse  as  to  render  it  impoflible  for 
them  to  come  to  Spithead  before 
the  1 8th  of  November.  As  to  the 
interval  which  took  place  between 
the  arrival  of  admiral  Colpovs  and 
the  failing  of  lord  Bridpoft,  the 
inflruClions  of  fir  Edward  Pellewf 
reached  the  admiraly  on  the  2Qth  of 
December;  and  on  the  21R  he  re¬ 
ceived  information  of  the  failing 
of  the  French  fleet  from  Brefl,  and 
immediately  returned  for  anfwer. 
that  all  the  fleet  would  be  ready 
four  days  after,  namely,  the  25th, 
[Here  Mr.  Dundas  read  the  orders 
of  the  admiralty,  iffued  on  the  21ft,  ; 

and  another  order  ifllied  after,  cqun-  j 
teraCfing  fome  part  of  them,  and 
defiring  him  to  proceed  off  Cape 
Clear  immediately.]  He  wifhed  it 
to  be  obferved,  that,  although  the 
French  fleet  arrived  off  the  coaR  of  j 
Ireland  on  the  21  ft  of  December, 
no  intelligence  of  them  was  receiv¬ 
ed  in  this  country  till  the  31ft;  the  j 
admiralty  had  taken  the  chance  of 
finding  admiral  Colpoys  on  the  Ra¬ 
tion  where  they  expected  him  to 
have  been,  off  the  Lizard  in  cafe 
of  any  adverfe  winds  removing  him 
from  the  French  coaft.  Lord  Bri<J- 
port  had  always  been  not  only 
a  gallant  but  a  fuccefsful  admiral 5,-; 
yet  it  fo  happened,  that,  although- 
admiral  Colpoys  had  been  hovering 
with  his  fquadron  off  Breft  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  enemy  upon  their  leaving 
that  harbour,  although  lord  Brid- 
port  afterwards  proceeded  off  Cape 
Clear  and  the  Irifli  coaft  with  the 
fame  defign, and  ai though  the  Du  ke 
and  the  MajeRic,  with  two  oth^r, 
fhips  of  war,  were  fent  in  fearc’u  of 
them,  they  were  fo  covered  by  the. 
fog,  and  protected  by  fortune,  as  to  .  H 
efcape  them  all.  The  honourable 

gentle  - 
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getitleman,  Mr.  Whitbread,  had 
laid,  that  Ireland  wa§  laved  by  the 
elements ;  but  he  fbould  have  re¬ 
membered  that  the  fame  wind 
which  difperfed  the  enemy  prevent¬ 
ed  our  fleets  from  meeting  them, 

Mr.’ Dundas  considered  invajion  as 
nothing  but  a  bugbear  ;  yet  did  not 
wifh  us  to  relax  in  our'  precautions 
on  the  one  hand,  or  to  defpond  on 
the  other.  Exclufive  of  our  naval 
forces  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies, 
the  North  Seas,  and  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  we  had  fifty  fail  of  the  line 
for  the  defence  of  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  and  upwards  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  men  under  arms.  Hither¬ 
to  both  the  government  and  force 
of  this  country  had  been  calumni¬ 
ated  ;  he  hoped  he  had  proved  fa- 
tisfa&orily  that  no  blame  was  impu¬ 
table  to  the  admiralty  or  to  the  of¬ 
ficers,  though  he  by  no  means 
wifhed  to  prevent  inquiry  ;  their 
condud  he  thought  could  well  fuf- 
tain  the  teft. 

Mr.  Grey  obferved,  that  mini- 
fters  had  for  a  long  time  laboured  to 
create  an  alarm  in  that  houleand  in 
this  country ;  they  had  fo  far  fuc- 
ceeded  as  to  fecure  the  confidence 
of  a  majority  of  parliament,  who 
upon  all  occafions  daring  this  war 
had  uniformly  voted  againft  any  in¬ 
quiry  into  their  condndf  *,  but  they 
hadabufed  that  confidence  fo  much, 
and  had  brought  the  country  into  fo 
deplorable  a  ftate,  that  even  their 
Bioft  confidential  friends  and  adhe¬ 
rents  began  at  laft  to  fpeak  of  the 
neceffity  of  inquiry  :  how  far  they 
Were  fincere  would  be  feen  by  their 
votes.  But  minifters  now  began  to 
be  alarmed  for  themfelves;  that 
was,  for  their  own  fafety  ;  and,  to 
reftore  confidence,  they  found  it 
rieceffary  to  do  away  the  alarm 
themfelves  had  created :  whilft  it 
•eutinued  it  fuited  the  purpofe  of 


the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
well  enough;  but  when  it  was  fuch 
as  to  make  his  adherents  think  it 
proper  to  inquire  into  the  condudt 
of  adminiftration,  it  became  effen- 
tial  to  do  it  away  as  foon  as  poffible. 

But  to  purfue  the  idea  of  the 
“  bugbear,”  invajion ,  Mr.  Grey  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  in  the  place  where  an 
attack  of  the  enemy  was  appre¬ 
hended,  and  where  it  was  actually. 
$nade,  there  was  neither  a  cavalry 
nor  a  fupplementary  militia  bill ; 
in  the  place  where  there  was  no 
apprehenfion  of  attack,  there  were 
both:  the  place  againft  which  it 
was  not  expedfed  to  be  made,  was 
to  he  defended  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  and  the  place  where  it  was 
likely  to  be  made,  left  perfectly  de* 
fencelefs  !  And  he  would  fay,  thaf 
the  enemy's  not  fucceeding  in  Ire* 
land  was  not  owing  to  the  wifdom 
of  his  majefty’s  minifters,  but  to 
the  interpofition  of  Providence. 

The  right  honourable  fecretary 
had  ftated,  that  on  the  31ft  of  Bet 
cember  inftrudfions  had  been  fenfc 
to  lord  Bridport  to  put  to  fea  imme. 
djately.  Why  did  he  not  do  fo, 
when  the  wind  was  fair,  on  th$ 
2 2d,  33d,  and  24th  }  It  was  no  ex-* 
cufe  to  fay  that  his  fquadron  was 
not  ready,  or  that  admiral  Curtis 
had  not  returned  from  his  cruize: 
the  admiralty  ought  to  be  impeach-* 
ed  for  not  having  a  fleet  ready 
to  fail  on  the  23d.  Mr,  Grey  a- 
feribed  it  wholly  to  the  negledl  of 
adminiftration,  that  the  enemy’s 
fleet  had  remained  fourteen  days 
unpialefted  off  the  coaft  of  Ireland  ; 
there  vvas  no,  adequate  force  in  that; 
part  qf  it  to  oppofe  them.  The 
expedition  had  been  confidered  as  a. 
fortunate  event,  as  it  had  proved 
the  loyalty  of  the  Irifti  in  that 
quarter.  Their  loyalty,  indeed,  hp 
laid,  was  meritorious  in  proportion 
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to,  the  few  obligations  which  they 
were  under  to  their  government ; 
he  c  ondemned  the  re  drift  ions  on  the 
catholics,  and  infilled  that  nothing 
coil'd  add  more  to  the  discontents 
of  Ireland  than  the  neglefl  which 
the  people  of  that  country  had  met 
with  at  different  periods  from  admi- 
nidradon. 

Mr.  Wyndham,  in  reply  to  the 
lad  Speaker,  Stated,  that  general 
prefumptionS  of  neglect  were  Suf¬ 
ficient  caufes  for  inquiry,  but  thofe 
prefumplions  ought  firft  to  be  fub- 
liantiated.  He  vindicated  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  admiralty  ;  affirmed  it 
was  impoffble  to  keep  a  fleet  for 
any  length  of  time  in  Such  a  date 
of  preparation  as  to  be  ready  to  fail 
at  a  moment’s  warning,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  rafhnefs  to  have 
lent  lord  Bridport  out  with  an  infe¬ 
rior  fleet  when  government  did  not 
know  but  that  the  French  were  out 
with  fix-tee®  fail  of  .  the  line.  He 
denied  the  podibility  of  Cork  faff¬ 
ing  into  their  hands, _  even  had  the 
.enemy  landed,;  complimented  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Southern  parts  of 
Ireland  on  their  loyalty,  and  ob¬ 
served  ,  that  it  was  fi n g u  1  a r  t h o fe 
very  men  who  were  fuppofed  the 
rood  oppreffed  in  that  kingdom, 
bad  ,  mani reded  the  mod  firm  at¬ 
tachment  to  government;  while 
thofe  in  the  North,  who  were  not 
Said,  to  have  any  caufe  of  cotn- 
.plaint,  had  fnown  a  difpofition  to 
'infurrecrion.  He  thought  this  went 
.a  good  way  towards  proving  that 
it  was  pofiible  for  men  to  make 
groundlefs  complaints  again d  thofe 
l)v;whom  they  were  governed.  He 
did  not  absolutely  charge  the  oppo- 
4  Ft! Oil  with  evil  intentions,  when 
! Wy  talked,  of  thofe  parts  of  his 
rnajjcfty’s  dominions  mod  liable  to 
■  attack,  but  he  wifhed  them  to  re- 
coifedtj  observations  of  this  kind 
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partook  of  the  nature  of  a  two- 
edged  Sword  :  they  might  happen 
to  convey  information  to  the  ene¬ 
my  what  place  might  be  mod  Suc¬ 
cessfully  attacked,  as  well  as  ex-, 
pole  the  negligence  of  miniders. 

Mr.  Fox  took  up  this  part  of  the 
Speech  firft.  It  was,  he  f  id,  a  dale 
,  and  profligate  argument  always  ufed 
againd  thole  who  had  oppoied  the 
meafures  of  adminiftration;  and 
when  miniders  were  charged  with 
negledting  the  defence  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  real  patriots  were  cofifidered. 
as  holding  out  an  invitation  to  the 
enemy  to  invade  us.  If  this  were 
true,  we  had  better  at  once  put  an 
end  to  the  forms,  as  we  had  done  to 
the  fobdance,  of  the  conftitution  ; 
and,  indead  of  making  members 
take  the  oath  againd  tranfubftantia- 
tion,  let  no  man  enter  the  houfe 
who  would  not  previously  declare 
tnat  he  would  never  in  any  wav  fay 
any  thing  againd;  the  conduct  of 
tffe  executive  government. 

In  a  date  of  war  every  complaint 
mud  be  of  the  nature  of  a  two- 
edged  instrument.  If  we  point  out 
that  one  part  of  the  country  is 
weak,  we  may  be  told,  it  is  com¬ 
municating  to  the  enemy  which  is- 
the  lead  defend ble  fide  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  But  to  whom  is  this  complaint 
to  be  made  ?  Are  miniders ‘the  only 
pei  Sons  permitted  to  give  advice  in 
Such  exigencies/  y  < ■ 

Ireland,  Mr,  >ox  fhid,  was  di¬ 
vided  into  two  parties  ;  the  content¬ 
ed,  and  ihe  discontented  :  the  ca¬ 
tholics  were  in  a  State  of  unjud 
exclufion,  but  he  was"  far  from  af¬ 
firming,  that  the  proteftants  had  no 
reafon  for  complaint,  or  that  they 
were  not  flint  out  from  the  effence 
and  the  fubdance  of  the  Britifh 
conftitution.  He  conceived  the 
north,  the  South,  and  the  eadern 
part  oi  Ireland  to  be  in  Such  a  date, 

that, 
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that,  if  a  fpeedy  remedy  were  not 
applied,  the  minifter  would  not  do 
juftice  to  the  Brffiih  empire. 

The  g  rievances  of  Ireland  wefe 
real,  deep,  well  founded  ;  but 
whether  they  were  fo,  or  not,  we 
hoard  the  people  in  the  South  were 
loyal ;  yet  all  the  reward  they  ob¬ 
tained  for  t Heir  loyalty  ;was  not 
a  redrefs'of  grievances,  not  a  cef- 
fation  of  exclufions.  No  !  it  is 
empty. praiie,  and  barren  teftimony  ! 
He  admired  the  cofidudt  which  they 
had •  m an i felted  upon  the  late  occa 
lion,  and  he  Ihould  have  expedled 
it  would  have  been  deemed  an  un- 
arnlwerable  reafon  for  giving  the 
people  without  delay  thofe  privi¬ 
leges  to  which  they  were  entitled 
by  juftice.  No  fueh  projedt,  how¬ 
ever,  had  yet  been  adopted,  and 
that  country  remained  in  the  fame 
ft  ate  in  which  it  was  at  the  recal  of 
lord  Fitzwdliam.  He  left  them  af¬ 
ter  having  had  the. authority  of  go¬ 
vernment  for  their  tantalizing  ex¬ 
pectations,  and  the  cup  of  happi- 
nefs  .  was  on  a  fudden  dafhed 
from  their  lips.  W.uld  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  albert,  that 
thofe  who  fupported  lord  Fitzwil- 
liam  were  inclined  to  jacobinifm, 
of  which  the  true  patriots  of  Eng¬ 
land  had  been  fo  often  accufed  ? 
Look,  continued  Mr.  Fox,  to  men 
of  as  great  refpedlability  and  of  as 
fpiendid  talents  in  that  country  as 
any  in  this  :  look  to  the  name  of 
Grattan,  and  fay  whether  Ireland 
has  no  grievances  !  But  perhaps  I 
ill  ail  be  told  I  am  holding  out  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  French  ;  far  from  it : 
he  was  inviting,  he  faid,  Jiis  ma- 
jeftv’s  min  liters  to  remove  that  dif- 
content,  and  to  redrefs  thofe  evils 
of  which  the  Irifli  had  fo  much 
realon  to  complain.  Mr.  Fox  ri¬ 
diculed  the  fecretary  of  war,  who 
had  alked  how  we  poffibly  could  be 
invaded  having  a  fuperior  force, 
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when  the  fubjedt  of  inquiry,  ivas, 
how  came  the  enemy  adhiallv  to  in¬ 
vade  us  ?  Without  ex pre fling  dif- 
latisfadHon  at  the  condudl  of  admi¬ 
ral  Colpoys,  he  faid,  we  ought  to 
have  had  a  fecond  fleet  at  home, 
ready  to  fail  from  Portfmouth  as  foou 
as, the  news  reached  England.  Mr. 
Fox  ended  his  fpeech  with  ftrenu- 
oully  maintaining  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  houfe  not  to  take  the 
words  of  one  let  of  mini  fliers  in  de¬ 
fence  of  another.  It  might  be  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  reputation  of  lord 
Spencer,  as  it  had  been  to  his  pre- 
decelfor,  lord  Chatham  for  the 
former  had  a  majority  of  the  com¬ 
mons  in  his  favour,  when  an  inquirv 
was  moved  to  examine  his  condudl, 
and  yet  Ihortly  alter  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  refign  his  office  of  full 
lord  of  the  admiralty. 

Mr.  Sturt  complained  of  the  re¬ 
peated  infults  ottered  to  our  coafts, 
which  he  infilled  fully  juftified  in¬ 
quiry.  Admiral  Colpoys’  fhip 
came  into  port  fhort  of  provisions. 
He  was  aftonilhed  at  nothing  which 
Mr.  Dundas  aflerted,  well  knowing 
his  boldnefs,  confidence,  and  af- 
furance;  his  whole  llatement  of  the 
fecurity  of  Ireland  was  a  mif-ftate- 
ment  ;  he  read  a  letter  to  prove  it; 
and  he  hoped  that  the  prefent  mi¬ 
nifters  would  not  much  longer 
have  the  diredlion  of  affairs. 

Mr.  chancellor  Pitt  re-echoed  all 
that  his  friend  Mr.  Dundas  had 
faid  —  affirming,  that  nothing  more 
could  have  been  done  than  to  have 
one  fleet  on  the  French  coaff,  and 
another  ready  for  fea.  The  French 
admiral  and  general  Hoche  (he 
faid)  who  were  in  the  fecret,  and 
failed  in  the  lame  expedition, '■  as 
well  as  other  captains  of  the  fleet, 
had  never  been  able  to  join  it  from 
the  lame  caries  of  weather.  He 
expatiated  on  the  prodigies  of  valour 
which  'might  have  been  expefied ,  had 
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mr  fleets  teen  fo  fortunate  as  to  have 
met  the  enemy  /  He  much  com¬ 
plained,  at  the  conclufion  of  his 
fpeech,  of  Mr.  jFox’s  inflammatory 
language  refpeding  the  Hate  of  Ire¬ 
land  ^ — efpecially  of  the  catholics, 
who  never  had  had  more  indulgen- 
cies  granted  them  than  within  thefe 
few  years,  and  the  allegation  he 
declared  was  untrue,  that  they  had 
been  oppreiTed  under  the  prefent 
government. 

Mr.  W  hitbread  animadverted  on 
the  arrival  of  admiral  Elphinftone 
Sn  Ireland,  whilft  the  French  fqua- 
dron  was  in  Ban  try  Bay  ;  which,  as. 
he  afforded  no  affi  fiance  againfl 
them,  demanded  explanation. 

Lord  Keith  (late  admiral  Elphin- 
Hone)  faid  he  had  always  difchar- 
ged  his  duty  to  the  bell  of  his  abili¬ 
ties,  and  for  the  fervice  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  If  he  conducted  himfelf  ill  as 
an  officer,  he  was  amenable  to  a 
Court-martial  ;  if  he  had  offended 
ns  a  member  of  parliament,  he  pro- 
f tiled  himfelf  ready  on  any.  proper 
occafion  to  anfwer  any  inquiry 
which  might  be  demanded  of  him. 

Mr.  Whitbread  difeiaimed  the 
leaf!  intention  of  throwing  out  in- 
lin  cations  againfl  the  charader  or 
fervices  of  the  gallant  admiral,  for 
whofe  valour  and  merits  he  pro- 
feffied  veneration.  The  circum- 
Hance  which  he  had  (lightly  men¬ 
tioned,  incidentally  occurred  among 
other  fads  which  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  bring  forward,  without 
perfonal  cenfure  to  the  admiral, 
who  was  clear  from  all  blame  in 
the  tranfadion  alluded  to. 

The  houfe  divided  on  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion.- — For  it  201,  againfl 
it  62. 

The  fame  fubjed  was  brought 
under  the  confideration  of  the  up¬ 
per  houfe  on  the  16th  of  the  fame 
month- — On  that  day,  the  order  of 
the  dav  for  their  iordfllips  being 


fummoned  having  been  read,  far 
an  inquiry  into  the  naval  defence 
of  Ireland,  during  the  late  attempt 
at  an  invafion.  The  earl  of  Albe- 
marie  rofe  to  make  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  on  a 
former  day— -alluring  the  houfe, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  hint  the 
fmallefl  difrefped  to  the  officers,  or 
to  the  admiralty.  The  objed  he 
had  in  view  was,  inquiry.  The 
opinion  that  confiderable  blame  lay 
fomew  here  was  univerfal:  it  was 
neceflary  to  afeertain  where,  and 
to  whom  imputable.  The  great 
importance  of  Ireland  as  a  compo¬ 
nent  part  of  this  empire,  admitted 
no  doubt:  mini  fie  rs  muft  have 
x  been  informed  long  before  the 
meeting  of  the  prefent  parliament, 
that  an  invafion  either  of  this  coun¬ 
try  or  Ireland,  or  both,  had  been 
meditated  by  the  enemy.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent  they  did  know  this,  from  the  ' 
language  they  held  forth  to  the 
public  in  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  fellion.  How  came  it  then* 
that  with  a  perfed  knowledge  of 
this  intention  fo  early  as  Septem¬ 
ber  lafl,  when  an  armament  of  the 
enemy  was  openly  preparing  at 
Brell,  no  fleet  of  ours  fhould  be 
flationed  on  the  coaff  of  Ireland 
for  its  protedion  ? 

Fads  attefled,  that  the  French 
fleet,  con  filling  of  eighteen  fail  of  the 
line,  feveral  frigates,  and  numerous* 
tranfports,  all  full  of  troops,  adual- 
ly  failed  from  Brefl,  anchored  in 
Bantry  Bay,  remained  there,  fome 
of  them  during  eleven  days,  and  af¬ 
terwards  (wish  inconfiderable  lofs, 
the  whole  of  which  was  owing  to 
florms)  returned  to  their  own  ports 
without  falling  in  with  a  fingle  fhip 
of  the  Englifh  navy  to  impede  or  ' 
moled  them.  His  lord  fhip  faid,  he 
did  not  doubt  the  anxiety  of  admi- 
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ral  lord  Bridport  to  fail -as  foon  a; 
poffible^  and  therefore  his  failing 
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down  the  channel  ran  ft  have  been 
in  confequence  of  orders  received 
from  the  admiralty.  Another  thing 
which  appeared  extraordinary,  was, 
that  after  the  admiral  had  found 
the  whole  of  the  enemy^s  fleet  had 
left  that  coaft,  he  ftill  continued 
cruifing  off  Bantry  Bay  for  a  day 
and  a  half  before  he  proceeded  any 
where  elfe  in  quell  of  them.  It 
here  ftruck  him  forcibly  as  negli¬ 
gent  and  blameable,  that,  after  mi- 
nifters  had  fo  long  been  informed 
of  the  armament  at  Breft,  the  fleet 
under  lord  Bridport  was  not  more 
numerous,  and  all  ready.  He  then 
adverted  to  that  under  admiral 
Colpoys;  many  of  his  (hips  were 
in  want  of  thofe  eflential  articles 
on  {hip-board,  water  and  fuel. 
Laftly,he  adverted  to  the  fquadron 
under  admiral  Elphinftone,  which, 
inftead  of  joining  the  fquadrons 
then  at  fea,  came  to  St.  Helens  the 
very  day  lord  Bridport  left  it.  He 
moved  an  inquiry,  therefore,  into 
the  meafures  of  government  for  the 
defence  of  Ireland,  when  an  inva¬ 
sion  was  attempted  by  France. 

Earl  Spencer  replied,  in  vindica¬ 
tion  of  the  admiralty,  that  a  govern¬ 
ment  might  fometimes  have  too 
much  as  well  as  too  little  informa¬ 
tion  refpeefting  the  plans  of  an  ene¬ 
my, —  and  when  from  different 
quarters  they  derived  different  intel¬ 
ligence,  it  became  a  matter  of  un¬ 
certainty  how  they  were  to  a&. 
He  confidently  affirmed,  they  had 
atfted  in  the  beft  manner  from  the 
information  they  had  received.  He 
denied  that  the  fleet  of  admiral 
Colpoys  was  obliged  to  come  into 
port  for  want  of  neceffaries;  it  was 
driven  up  the  channel  by  tempef- 
tuous  weather.  Water,  indeed, 
they  had  not  in  any  great  abund¬ 
ance ;  but  in  fome  fhips  more  was 
ufed  than  in  others,  and  in  this 
manner  more  confhmtd  than 


neceflary — though  he  did  not  mean 
to  reflect  upon  the  gallant  com¬ 
mander.  After  vindicating  the 
com!  u<ft  of  lord  Bridport,  who 
could  not  (he  faid)  know. that  there 
were  feven  fhips  of  the  enemy  in 
Bantry  Bay,  nor  put  to  lea  owing 
to  adverfe  winds,  he  gavehis  de^ 
tided  negative  to  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord. 

The  earl  of  Carlifle  and  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Abercorn  voted  for  the  in¬ 
quiry  ;  the  latter  obferving,  that 
for  the  jollification  of  minifters 
four  points  ought  to  be  proved; — - 
firft,  that  this  country  had  a  fuffi- 
cient  fleet  ready  for  fea;  fecondly, 
that  admiral  Colpoys’  fleet  was 
ftrong  enough  to  keep  the  fea;  that 
it  was  provided  amply  with  ftores ; 
and  fourthly,  that  he  had  received 
particular  orders  to  turn  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  Ireland,  and  proceed  thither 
as  foon  as  he  had  intelligence  that 
the  French  fleet  had  failed.  None 
of  thefe  points  had  been  proved 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  evident, 
a  fufficient  fleet  was  not  ready;  the 
admiral  had  been  too  long  at  fea;  lie 
was  not  provided  with  ftores,  and,  a- 
boveall,  no  pofitive  orders  had  been 
given  him  to  make  the  fafety  of  Ire¬ 
land  his  principal  object. 

Earl  Spencer  confldered  an  in¬ 
quiry  as  a  cenfure  on  the  admiral¬ 
ty  board,  to  which  no  blame  was 
imputable.  If  admiral  Colpoys* 
fleet,  together  with  lord  Bridport’s, 
,had  gone  to  Ireland,  the  channel 
would  have  been  left  open  to  the 
Dutch  fleet,  in  which  cafe  the 
noble  marquis  would  not  have 
fpared  the  lords  of  the  admiralty. 
He  contended  that  a  diferetionary 
power  ought  to  be  veiled  in  thofe. 
who  had  the  management  of  naval 
affairs  in  this  country. 

The  earl  of  Moira  faid,  that  the 
generofity  of  the  noble  earl  had  in¬ 
volved  and  perplexed  his  own  de- 

'  fence: 


i'$&  BRITIS 

fence :  be  bad  combined  yvith  it 
the  impracticable  attempt  of  like, 
wife  clearing  the  character  of  his 
colleagues.  The  point  to  becon- 
iidered  was,  why  admiral  Cotpoys 
had  not  received  orders  to  proceed 
to  Ireland  as  foon  as  he  received 
information  that  the  French  fleet 
bad  failed.  If  the  beffc  means  for 
learning  that  country  were  not 
taken,  it  was  the  fault  of  admini- 
I!  ration  in  general ;  orders  mil  ft 
have  ifllied  from  the  council :  they 
bad  certain  intelligence  of  the  ene- 
Vny’s  defign,  and  it  was  a  criminal 
negleCl  that  no  proper  modes  of  de¬ 
fence  were  adopted.  Of  any  blame 
on  this  head  he  fully  acquitted  the 
-fir ft  lord  of  the' admiralty.  What 
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was  the  ftate,  what  were  the  re- 
fources,  what  the  profpeds  of  this 
country  at  the  prefeht  moment? 
If  we  are  to  go  on  with  patience,  to 
call  it  by  the  gentleft. name  (faid  his 
lordfhip),  the  nation  never  will  rife 
"from  its  degraded  lit  nation.  To 
be  ruined  it  is  not  neceflarv  that 
the  iftand  flioiild  be  funk  in  the  fea, 
or  that  its  inhabitants  fhoukl  diiape 
'pear — but  when  theadverfecircurn- 
frabcesm  which  it  is  placed;  involve 
confufion  which  no  longer  allows 
things  to  move  •  in  their  ufual 
coiftie,  or  to  be  managed  as  they 
have1  been  for  centuries  paft,  then 
that  country  mav  be  faid  to  be 
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ruined  :  they  fhould  learn  to  ap- 
;pretiate  theft  real  btuation ;  and  he 
fhould  vote  for  the' inquiry,  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  proceed’ far¬ 
ther,  and  fbew  to' Whom  the  di lif¬ 
ters  of  the  war  were  attributable, 
and  examine  Xvhv  the  miniftc's  did 
not  imp  rove  the  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunities  prefented  to  them?  1 

The  Carl  of  Liverpool,  upon  the 
whole, view  of  the  matter,  profefled 
himfelf  p’  rfdCtlv  faftisfi'ed  that  everv 
thing  had  been  effected  which  hu¬ 
man'  prudence  could  fuggeft.' — His 
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lordfliip  threw  all  the  blame  upon 
the  elements,  find  could  not  agree 
to  cenfure  any  part  of  adminiltra- 
tion,  by  aflenting  to  fuch  an  in¬ 
quiry. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  examined 
very  difpaffionately  every  branch  of 
the  fubjefl,  and  concluded  with 
calling  the  blame  upon  the  mini- 
fters.,  He  thought  the  houfe  had 
nothing  more  to  do,  than  to  read 
the  papers  upon  their  table,  and, to 
attend  to  the  fpeech  of  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty,  in  order  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  of  the  neceffity  of  inquiry  : 
and  the  queftion  was,  whether,  up¬ 
on  an  evident  necejjity ,  their  lord- 
fliips  would  inquire  for  their  own 
fakes,  and  the  fake  of  the  public, 
or  continue  a  blind  confidence  in 
mmifters,  and  deceive  the  public? 

Lord  Hood  exprefled.his  decid¬ 
ed  opinion,  that  fuch  a  motion 
could  be  of  no  good,  and  would 
produce  much  harm  :  that  this  was 
a  time  when  the  hearts  and  hands 
of  every  man  fhould  unite  in  .the 
fupport.  of  the  country,*  He  faw 
no  blame  in  his  majefty’s  minifters, 
and  could  not,  therefore,  alien  t  to 
the  inquiry.  He  hoped,  by  means 
of  our  naval  power  our  wifhes 
would  foon  be  gratified  by  a  fpeedy 
peace.  He  fhould  have  been  glad 
(he  faid)  to  have  ferved  in  this  juft 
war,  if  he  had  been  permitted  to 
do  fix 

Lord  Auckland  oppofed  the  mo¬ 
tion.  Fie  could  fee  no  reafon  for 
terming  this  a  mifearriage  on  Our 
part.  The  enemy  had  failed  in  the 
expedition,  and  had  loft  one  fourth* 
of  their  flips,  and  nearly  five  t'hou- 
fand  of  their  men.  Our  country  had 
fuftained  no  calamity  by  fea  ;  fhe 
had  rifen  to  glory,  and  in  the 
courle  of  the  con  tell  deft  roved 
ioofhips  of  war  belonging  to  tiife 
enemy,  "f 

The  earl  of  Guildford  faid,  that 

having 
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having  more  than  once  in  the  pre- 
fent  war  (which  all  perfons  now, 
he  believed,  would  join  with 'him 
in  averting  to  have  been  calami¬ 
tous)  propofed  inquiries  fuch  as 
this,  he  lb  Quid  mow  go  over  the 
lame  ground  again,  in  the  fame 
line  of  unfuccejTsful  argument ;  but 
he  could  not  refrain  from  addreffmg 
thofe  lords  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  prevailing  fo  often  upon 
•the  judgment  of  the  houfe.  He 
would  .put  it  to  others  aifo,  whe¬ 
ther  they  could  refufe  to  inftitute 
an  inquiry.  That  fome  was  ne- 
c chary  upon  the  .occaflon,  was  not 
denied  ;  for  no  fooner  had  the  iub- 
jedt  been  mentioned,  than  the 
noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  was  ready  to  produce  papers, 
which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table. 
That  they  had  been  garbled,  he 
would  not  fay:  but  he  would  con- 
tend  they  had  been,  for  the  purpofe 
of  conveying  information,  very  bad¬ 
ly  felected.  He  could  find  no  good 
reafons  in  them  for  the  admiral 
being  kept  fo  long  at  fea.  Ireland 
obvioufiy  ought  to  have  been  the 
firft  point  of  defence,  and  it  had 
not  been  protedfed. " 

The  earl  of  Scarborough  quoted 
an  expreffion  of  fir  George  Saville, 
“  that  to  vote  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  caufe  of  difafter,  was  not  to 
vote  cenfure.”  The  prefent  mo¬ 
ment  demanded  it :  every  thing  had 
been  facrificed  to  confidence ;  he 
took  fhairie  for  having  gone  io 
long  in  that  track,  and  now  voted 
for  inquiry. 

Lord  Grenville  declared  be  had 
liftened  with  aftonifbment  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  noble  lords  had 
fupported  this  motion  :  and  more 
than  once  was  in  doubt  whether 
they  were  not  wholly  miftaken  in 
the  fads  upon  which  they  were  to 
decide.  Whenever  any  expedition 
failed,  the  whole  blame  was  thrown 
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upon  minifters;  without  flopping 
to-.*  afcertain  whether  they  were 
guilty  or  not.  It  was  fuppofed 
they  could  at  pleafure  command 
the  winds  and  waves,  and  fend  a 
fleet  up  and  down  the  channel  at  a 
minute’s  warning  !  but  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  conjecture  the  truth, 
of  this  tranfaCtion  from  what  had 
fallen  during  the  debate.  Though 
without  any  lofs  on  our  part,  it  had 
been  reprefented  as  a  national  dif- 
grace :  whatever  failure  had  been, 
was  upon  the  fide  of  the  enemy, 
who  actually  had  loft  near  five 
thoufand  men  in  this  wild  attempt. 
-—A  ftranger  might  imagine  the 
French  fleet  had  completely  tri¬ 
umphed  over  ours,  whereas  thev 
merely  had  efcaped  it!  And  their 
efcape  was  in  confequence  of  events 
which  it  was  not  poffible  for  us  to 
forefee,  or  to  prevent.-  -  In  no 
former  war  had  this  country  ever 
been  able  to  keep  two  fleets  in  the 
channel,  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the 
French;  and  yet  in  this  war  two 
conftantly  had  been  maintained, 
one  ready  for  failing,  the  other 
blocking  up  Breft.  As  to  Ireland, 
his  lordfhip  admitted  its  defence 
mu  ft  reft  upon  the  fleet,  as  well  as 
England  ;  but  they  were  bv  no 
means  in  Inch  a  ftate  as  to  render 
fuch  an  invafion  alarming.  The 
French  affedted  to  have  fome  hopes 
of  being  joined  in  Ireland,  but  the 
event  (hewed  how  much  they  were 
miftaken.  Whatever  might  be  re¬ 
gretted  refpefting  our  miscarriages 
on  the  continent,  in  our  naval  at¬ 
tempts  there  was  nothing  but  fuc- 
cefs  and  glory  —  whereas  the  only 
triumph  of  our  enemies  was  ef¬ 
cape  ! 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdownc 
ftrenuoufly  enforced  the  neceffity 
of  an  inquiry.  He  fpoke  of  the 
new  fubject  of  difcontent  which 
had  arifen  in  Ireland ;  gentlemen 
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who  had  formally  taken  the  part  of 
government,  now  acknowledged 
that  that  country  had  been  neglect¬ 
ed  :  applications  had  been  made 
for  protection,  and  it  had  been  a- 
bandoned.  Minifters  had  pledged 
themfelves  to  keep  up  a  great  land 
force,  which  had  been  withdrawn; 
and  that  a  naval  force  fh  on  Id  be 
kept  up  on  the  Irifh  coats  in  all 
future  wars,  was  a  ftipulation  made 
in  the  laft  war.  Were  he  minifter  at 
this  time,  he  would  ftation  a  fleet  in 
the  Cove  of  Cork  immediately.  The 
marquis  cenfured  the  minifters  and 
the  admiralty  concerning  their 
whole  conduct  in  the  late  attempt¬ 
ed  invafion  — their  procraftinations 
—  their  neglects;  and  their  tnif- 
takes  were  likely  to  be  as  fatal  as 
they  had  been  difaftrous.  Thefub- 
ject,  he  faid,  lay  to-day  between 
the  ho ufe  and  the  minifters  ;  to¬ 
morrow  it  would  lie  between  mi¬ 
nifters  and  the  public,  who  would 
not  fail  to  fee  the  inability  imput¬ 
able  to  the  admiralty. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  thought  the 
conduct  of  our  marine,  as  to  its 
great  operations,  belonged  equally-, 
to  all  the  cabinet.  There  had  been 
blame,  and  there  ought  to  be  in¬ 
quiry. 

Lord  Grenville  affirmed,  that 
Ireland,  fo  far  from  having  been 
neglebded,  had  been  the  object  of  far  ti¬ 
tular  attention  ! 

The  houfe  divided  on  lord  Albe¬ 
marle’s  motion,  contents  14,  non- 
contents  74. 

Notwithftanding  the  defeat  of 
the  oppoftion  party  in  this  effort, 
the  ftate  of  Ireland  was  again 
brought  under  the  confideration  of 
the  upper  houfe,  by  a  nobleman 
particularly  acquainted  with  that 
kingdom,  and  as  particularly  inte- 
refted  in  its  welfare.  —  On  the  2  ill 
of  March,  lord  Moira  made  a  mo¬ 
tion,;  of  which  he  had  fome  time 


before  given  notice,  refpe&mg  Ire¬ 
land  :  he  began  with  obferving, 
that  where  two  feparate  and  inde¬ 
pendent  legiilatures  exifted  afting 
each  within  its  own  fphere  for  the 
happinefs  of  two  countries  united 
under  one  common  head,  and  iden¬ 
tified  by  a. common  intereft,  it  cer¬ 
tainly  was  of  the  utmoft  import¬ 
ance  for  them  mutually  to  refpedt 
the  line  by  which  their  authority 
was  bounded.  They  ought  to  be 
careful  not  to  exceed  the  line  of  de¬ 
marcation,  and  to  employ  the  ut¬ 
moft:  delicacy  in  agitating  queftions 
in  which  the  privileges  ami  inde¬ 
pendence  of  each  other  were  in¬ 
volved.  Although  this  general 
truth  could  not  be  difputed,  cir- 
cumftances  might  occur  in  which 
it  might  be  meritorious  for  them 
mutually  to  manifeft  their  attention, 
and  anxiety  for  objects  in  which 
their  common  interefts  were  con¬ 
cerned.  Upon  thefe  grounds,  he 
therefore  rofe  for  the  purpofe  of 
moving  an  addrefs  to  his  majeffy, 
“  that  he  would  gracioufly  be 
pleafed  to  interpofe  his  paternal  in¬ 
terference,  to  femedy  the  difeon  • 
tents  which  prevailed  in  Ireland, 
and  created  the  moft  ierious  alarm 
for  that  country  and  the  deareft 
interefts  ^fqgrhitfr.^  This  was  no 
queftion  of  internal  regulation;  it 
was  a  point  of  common  concern 
and  mutual  intereft,  upon  which 
both  countries  had  an  eqtiai  right 
to  ftand  forward.  He  did  not  wifli 
to  make  any  odious  allufion  to  any 
former  difeuffion:  bur  fuppofe,  as 
a  poffible  c&fe,  that  fuch  a  difpo- 
fiti'on  of  the  Britifh  fleet  was  in¬ 
tended  as  fhould  leave  Ireland  de- 
fenceiefs,  might  not  the  Irifh  houfe 
of  lords  interfere,  by  acjdrefs  to  his 
m aj e fly ,  pray i n g,  that  fuch  a  m ea- 
fure  might  not  be  adopted  ?  If  in  the 
courfe  of  negotiation  with  France', 
any  conditions  w^ere  ftipulated 
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which  wpuld  prove  particularly 
prejudicial  to  Ireland,  v^ould  it  be 
incompatible  for  the  Irifli  nobles  to 
Entreat  his  majefty  to  interpofe  to 
prevent  its  taking  effeft  ? 

The  time  was  now  pad  for  their 
lord  fli  ips  to  be  amufed  with  unpro¬ 
fitable  deputations;  fubftantial  vi¬ 
gour  and  energy  of  con  dud:  were 
now  required  :  the  lini  verfal  fenti- 
merit  prevailing  was,  that  the  ex¬ 
ertion  of  every  honed  man  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  dive  the  date  from  the 
calamities  in  which  it  was  plunged. 
If  their  lord  (In  ps  refufed  to  contri¬ 
bute  their  part,  they  would  forfeit 
their  credit  With  the  public;  they 
would  entail  upon  the  houfe  re¬ 
proach  equally  dilhonourable  to 
themfelves  and  pernicious  to  the 
country.  In  advifing  his  majefty 
to  the  effect  propofed,  they  would 
not  only  exercife  one  of  their  rnoft 
important  privileges,  but  fulfil  one 
of  their  moft  important  duties. 
They  were  the  hereditary  counfel- 
lors  of  the  throne,  and  no  occafion 
could  occur  which  called  more 
ftrongly  for  the  exercife  of  the 
right,  ;  If  it  appeared  that  the 
counfellors  more  immediately  a- 
bout  his  majefty ’s  perfon— -his  mi- 
nifters  —  had  not  given  that  advice 
which  was  calculated  to  irifure  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  Ire¬ 
land,  it  was  the  duty  of  their  lord* 
ill  ips  to  approach  the  throne  with 
advice  more  wife  and  falutarv.  To 
aft  in  this  manner,  was  to  evince 
the  ftrongeft  proof  of  attachment 
to  the  fovereign,  and  was  the  beft 
pledge  of  their  intereft  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  welfare.  But  it  might  be  faid, 
what  influence  could  fueh  an  ad- 
drefs  carry  with  it  to  change  the 
councils  bv  which  Ireland  was  go¬ 
verned  ?  To  prove  the  influence 
of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  he  need  only 
appeal  to  a  faft  which  had  oc¬ 
curred  not  long  ago.  He  meant 
of  the  earl  Fitzwiliiarn,  at 


a  time  when  all  Ireland  was  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  meafures  he  purfued,-— 
when  that  country  gave  the  faired 
profpeft  of  tranquillity — and  the 
lureft  pledge  of  aflillance  and  fup* 
port  to  Britain,  in  the  arduous  cir- 
cumftances  in  which  fhe  was 
placed.  To  the  impolicy  of  that 
meafure,  the  diftrafted  ftate  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  now  to  be  imputed.  If  the 
Britifti  cabinet  could  interfere  fo 
fuccefsfully  for  what  he  deemed  an 
impolitic  and  mifchievotis  purpofe, 
could  they  not  for  the  falutary  end 
of  recommending  wifdom  and  pro¬ 
ducing  good?  He  was  convinced, 
that  the  general  fentiment  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  that  of  cordial  attachment 
to  this  country,  and  that  it  was  the 
determination  of  the  majority  to 
ftand  or  fall  with  it.  But  amidft: 
the  prelent  diftraftions,  the  jea- 
ioufiies  which  now  prevailed,  and 
the  fyftem  which  now  fub lifted,  it 
fhould  be  recollefted,  that  incalcu¬ 
lable  advantages  were  given  to  in- 
fiduous  and  difaffefted  fpirits  to 
reprefent  the  bad  effefts  refulting 
”  from  their  conneftion  with  Eng¬ 
land.  He  trufted,  that  the  army* 
on  which  he  relied  for  the  defence 
of  Ireland,  would  remain  ever  faith¬ 
ful  to  his  majefty;  but  was  it  not 
unwife  to  rely  entirely  on  this  re* 
fource  ?  Would  it  not  be  impoli¬ 
tic  to  truft  to  it,  before  they  had 
done  every  thing  to  obtain  a  better 
fecurity?  Gircumftances  might  be 
conceived  in  which  this  fupport 
might  be  overthrown.  A  limilar 
reliance  in  another  country  had 
plunged  it  into  the  utmoif  mifery. 
But  it  migh  be  alked,  what  was  the 
plan  he  wifhed  to  prirfue  ?  This,  he 
faid,  was  indicated  in  the  motion 
itlellV  When  they  addreffed  his 
majefty  to  interpofe  his  paternal 
care,  the  known  goodnefs  of  his 
nature  left  no  room  to  doubt  the 
refuit  :  —  it  was  by  temper,  equitvy 
and  good  faith,  that  the  diftraftions 
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of  Ireland  were  to  be  appealed,  and 
the  affections  of  the  people  conci¬ 
liated  ;  no  good  could  be  expended 
by  a  prosecution  of  the  prefent  mea- 
fures:  the  adoption  of  any  calcu¬ 
lated  to  imprefs  the  people  with 
confidence  in  the  government, 
would  quickly  call  out  that  fond  af¬ 
fection  from  the  inhabitant's  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  this  country,  which  cir- 
cumftances  might  cloud,  but  could 
not  extinguilh  ;  infpire  that  zeal  lb 
needful  in  the  prelent  moment, 
and  furnifh  thofe  refources  requi- 
fite  for  the  critical  ,  lituation  in 
which  we  were  engaged. 

Lord  Grenville  rdfe.  He  hoped 
he  fhould  prove  fatisfactorily,  that 
the  prefent  motion  could  not  be  a- 
dopted,  but  by  breaking  the  foiernn 
confraCt  which  had  been  entered 
into  between  the  two  countries  — 
without  tearing  a  funder  every  bond 
of  union,  and  fpreading  diftraCtion 
and  divifion  between  the  members 
©f  the  Britifh  empire.  Fie  Ihould, 
therefore,  give  his  moft  decided  op- 
polition  to  .the  prefent  motion,  and 
to  every  propofition  of  a  limilar 
tendency.  —  It  was  Hated,  that  dif- 
fenfions  and  difcontents  prevailed 
in  Ireland, '  and  it  was  truly  faid 
that  the  benevolence  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  difpohtion  muff  be  anxious  to 
remove  them.  In  the  propofed  ad- 
drefs,  however,  the  caufe  of  j;hefe 
diffenfions  was  not  ftated  ;  fqch  an 
addrefs  was  wholly  unnecelfary.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  reign 
the  people  of  Ireland  had  been  'dis¬ 
united,  but  to  a  much  greater’  de¬ 
gree  than  at  prefent,  and  to  a  great¬ 
er  extent.  He  would  defire  any 
one  to  compare  the  Hate  as  it  was 
left  by  his  majefty’s  anceflors,  with 
its  lituation  now  ;  he  would  bid 
them  look  at  the  catholics  admitted 
to  the  exercife  of  their  political 
rights — to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property- — and  to  the  participation 


of  every  civil  and  focial  bleffmg : 
freely  permitted  to  e'nyaye  in  every 
fpecies  of  commerce,  and  apply 
themfelves  to  every  profeffiou  of 
honour;  Sharing  the  rignts 'of  vot¬ 
ing  for  members  of  parliament,  and 
mani'fefting  in  their  whole  corid  i:<9t 
the  eifeCfs  of  benefits  received,  in 
the  belt  manner  in  which  benefits 
could  operate  upon  the  human 
mind.  He  defired  their  iorlmips 
to  conlider  their  conduCt  upon  the 
late  occasion,  whenthe  French  em¬ 
barked  in  the  hope  of  fucceeding 
in  thfeir  defign  by  the  dlfaifeCtion  of 
the  inhabitants.  For  a  proof  of 
the  lovalty  of  the  catholics,  he 
could  refer  to  the  teflimouy  of  the 
reverend  prelates  who  worthily  de¬ 
meaned  themfelves  as  guides  in  re¬ 
ligious  matters.  [He  then  read 
fome  paffages  of  the  circular  letter 
from  the  catholic  bifhop  of  Cork], 
Th  us  it  appeared,  -his  majefty’s  ex¬ 
ertions  had  already  been  crowned 
with  fuccefs.  That  this  fuccefs 
was  not  complete,  was  a  lubjedt  of 
regret:  jealouhes'  had  appeared  in 
fome  degree,  but  they  had  been 
conciliated  by  the  benevolence  and 
paternal  care  of  our  king,  and  what 
(Longer  pledge  could  be  given  of 
lus  intention  to  perfevere  in  the 
fame  courfe  ?  If  the  motion  was 
meant  to  remedy  the  difcontents 
which  prevail,  it  was  unneeeiTary  : 
but  it  was  more;  it  was  highly 
dangerous  and  fraught  with  mif- 
chief ;  it  was  deligned  to. apply  to 
the  internal  Hate  of  Ireland,  and  to 
the  frame  of  its  independent  legifla- 
ture.  About  fourteen  vears  ago, 
when  difcontents  were  reprefented 
to  exiH  on  account  of  the  right  not 
much  exereifed,  but  broadly  avert¬ 
ed  in  the  ftatute-bcok  of  the  legif- 
lature  of  this  country,  to  make  laws 
to  bind  Ireland,  his  majelly  advifed 
parliament  to  difdaim  that  right, 
and  repeal  the  obnoxious  flatute ; 
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this  accordingly  was  done,  and 
the  aft  6  of  .George  I.  was  re¬ 
pealed.  A  paramount  jurifdiftion 
had  exifted  in  their  lordfhips,  and 
appeals  were  brought  before  them 
in  their  laft  refort.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  their  lordfhips  very  proper¬ 
ly  palled  an  aft  renouncing  in  fu¬ 
ture  all  fueh  right,  and  enafting 
that  parliament  fhould  be  reffrain- 
ed  from  entertaining  any  bill  which 
pretended  to  bind  the  inhabitants  of 

Ireland.  Now  it  feemed  tbev  were 
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called  upon  to  interfere  in  a  point 
xnoft  exclusively  relating  to  its  in¬ 
ternal  ftate:  fuch  an  interference 
was  obviouBy  improper  :  it  was  al- 
fo  impoflible  for  them  to  proceed 
with  fufficient  information,  which 
lay  much  better  within  the  reach  of 
their  own  legiflature.  As  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  propolition,  therefore,  he 
hoped  they  would  be  aware  of  the 
danger  of  adopting  it :  with  regard 
to  the  hanpinefs  of  Ireland,  it  was 
an  objeft  t,o  which  no  one  could 
he  indifferenL  But  the  whole  fub- 
jeft  was  o,ut  of  its  place ;  inftead 
of  remedying  difcontents,  it  would 
inflame  thena,  and  iadisce  the  Irifk 
to  imagine  their  own  legiflature  was 
earelefs  of  their  welfare.  As  they 
had  given  to  their  country  a  free 
conflitution,  the  beft  way  to  fix 
their  attachment  to  it,  was  to  en¬ 
gage  their  "confidence  in  its  fa.? 
vour. 

E^iri  FitzwilBam  laid,  he  never 
couid  concur  with  the  noble  fecre- 
tary,  that  this  country  ought  not 
to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic  fituation  of  Ireland.  Such  in¬ 
ference  for  the  purppfe  of  avert¬ 
ing  evils  from  both  was  proper, 
gnd  the  right  was  clear.  What  had 
been  faid  concerning  the  improved 
Bate  of  the  Irifli  was  pertainjy  true: 
]but  whatever  circumftances  might 
have  contributed  to  that  profperjty, 
fhere  ftill  remained  fomething  far- 
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ther  to  be  done.  A  certain  clafs 
of  the  people  had  long  been  held 
in  degradation  :  and  was  it  not  the 
duty  of  the  houfe  to  call  upon  thofe 
who  had  the  authority  to  remove 
the  grievances  which  yet  remained? 
The  people  of  Ireland,  were,  alas  • 
reported  to  be  tranquil  and  happy. 
Was  it  a  proof  of  this,  that  afts  of 
indemnity  had  been  paBed  in  the 
Irifh  parliament,  for  proceedings 
“  beyond  the  law,”  which  muff 
have  been  called  for  by  a  conduft: 
not  very  confident  with  tranquilli¬ 
ty  ?  If  no  circumftances  of  difor- 
der  appeared,  why  were  whole  pa¬ 
ri  flies,  baronies,  and  even  coun¬ 
ties  declared  to  be  out  of  the 
king’s  peace?  It  was  likewife  Bat¬ 
ed,  that  they  were  difarming  the 
people  in  certain  diftrifts,  from 
which  it  was  evident  they  had  been 
in  arms.  Was  this  tranquillity? 
was  this  a  Bate  of  things  by  which 
this  country  was  in  no  danger  of 
being  affefted  ?  Connected  with 
each  other  by  the  ties  of  individual 
friendfltip,  and  by  a  common  pub¬ 
lic  intereB  ;  was  it  beyond  the  pro¬ 
per  fphere  of  confiderat’ion  in  that 
houfe,  to  addrefs  his  majefty  to  em¬ 
ploy  his  paternal  care  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  to  reBore 
the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  to  happi- 
nefs  ?  This  w.as  a  period  of  awful 
portent  5  dangers  and  Borins  im¬ 
pended- arid  it  was  their  duty  to  allay 
every  difcoqtent  jto  which  wifdonj 
could  extend -r-r and  to  fortify  the 
the  country  by  every  reiource 
which  policy  could  fecure. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  gave  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  motion  was 
improper,  whether  intended  to  in¬ 
duce  them  in  their  legiflative  ca¬ 
pacity  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of 
Ireland,  or  to  advife  his  majefty  to 
exercife  his  executive  authority  in  a 
particular  way  over  that  branch  of 
the  empire.  Granting  even,  for  ti].£ 
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fake  of  - argument  that  all  the  evils 
complained  of  really  exifted,  ftill 
he  would  contend,  they  ought  to 
be  remedied  by  the  Irifh  parlia¬ 
ment,  not  by  the  Britifh  legiflature, 
whofe  interference  was  calculated 
£  aggravate  not  remove  difeon¬ 
tents.  The  motion  was  as  mif- 
chievous  in  its  tendency  as  it  was 
Bnconftitmiona)  in  its  principle; 
and  the  fir  It  magiftrate  in  that 
country  had  in  one  of  his  fpeeches 
alluded  to  the  bad  comequences 
xefultiag  from  motions  of  the  fame 
kind. 

The  earl  of  Moira,  after  granting 
that  the  legiflature  was  indepen¬ 
dent.  maintained,  that  the  Britifh 
legiflature  had  a  right  to  interfere 
where  the  common  interefl  was. 
concerned.  The  noble  fecretary 
had  entered  into  a  long  detail  of 
the  advantages  enjoyed  under  the 
prefect  reign,  which  he  juftly  hat¬ 
ed  to  be  numerous  and  great;  but 
was  he  not  informed  that  the  catho¬ 
lics  of  Ireland  infilled  upom  their 
right  of  being  eledted  members  of 
the  legiflature,  upon  the  ground 
that,  if  they  had  fome  of  their  body 
in  parliament,  the  perfections 
which  had  exified  would  not  have 
taken  place?  Perhaps  it  would  be 
laid  that  he  was  fpeaking  of  perfe¬ 
ctions  as  vaguely  as  he  had  done 
of  difeontents,  and  that  the  one 
had  as  little  foundation  as  the 
other.  He  knew,  however,  of 
ninety-one  houfeholders  who  had 
been  banifhed  from  one  of  his  own 
eflates,  after  being  plundered  of 
their  property,  and  many  of  them 
•wounded  in  their  perfons.  The 
difeontents  were  not  confined  to 
one  fed!  only,  they  were  common 
to  the  proteflants  as  well  as  the 
patholics.  Did  the  lords  who  ar¬ 
gued  againfl  his  motion  recoiled!, 
that  diftri£l  after  diftridt,  parilh  af¬ 
ter  par  id]  j  at  the  laff  whole  coim- 
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ties,  had  been  put  out  of  the  peace 
of  the  king  ?  Did  they  recoiled!; 
that  in  the  county  of  Down  the 
whole  of  the  inhabitants  had  been 
declared  out  of  this  peace ;  that  a 
general  difarming  even  of  the  pro- 
teflant  fubjedls  had  taken  place; 
that  military  parties  had  been  fent 
in  the  night  to  various  parts  of1 
that  county  to  effedl  thefe  pur- 
pofes ;  that  thefe  military  rrjen 
were  empowered  to  ad!  with  a  vi¬ 
gour  beyond  the  law ,  and  were  told 
that  they  were  not  to  wait  for  the 
aid  of  magiftrates,  but  to  ufe  force 
for  their  purpofe,  if  force  was 
found  neceffary  ?  Lord  Moira  al¬ 
lowed  that  the  fecretarv  had  a 
flrong  reafon  as  an  individual  to 
objedf  to  the  motion,  as  it  went  to 
convey  a  cenfure  on  the  king’s 
fervants  : — but  at  this  awful  con¬ 
juncture  were  their  jordfhips  met 
to  compliment  ?  No.  And  he  tr\i fl¬ 
ed  that  the  ho  ufe  would  overlook 
all  private  confiderations,  and  a- 
dopt  meafures  mofl  conducive  to 
the  fafety  of  the  empire.  This 
would  be  befl  effedled  by  giving 
the  people  of  Ireland  confidence  in 
their  fovereign,  and  infpiring  that 
adtivity  to  the  tender  and  paternal 
difpofition  of  his  majefly,  which 
had  been  only  and  unfortunately 
fufpended  by  the  advice  of  his  mi¬ 
ni  hers. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  faid,  that 
the  argument  of  the  fecretary  went 
not  to  proted!  the  independence  of 
the  Irifli  parliament,  fo  much  as  to’ 
fecure  miniflers  from  refponfibi- 
lity.  Neither  the  Britifh  cabinet, 
nor  an  Irifb  lord-lieutenant  were 
refponfible  to  the  Irifli  parliament  ; 
and  if  they  were  exempted  alfo 
from  the  controul  of  the  Britifh 
parliament,  to  whom  were  they  re¬ 
fponfible  ?  He  could  not  admit  that 
miniflers  had  fhown  any  attention 
to  the  interefls  of  Ireland  fmee  lord 
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fitzwilliam  was  recalled,  whofe  ad- 
miniftration  gave  fuch  univerfal  fa- 
tisfadion.  If  the  advice  therefore 
was  not  necefiary  to  the  king,  of 
whofe  concern  for  the  people  he 
entertained  no  doubt,  it  was  highly 
requisite  to  his  minifters.  He  con¬ 
cluded,  therefore,  with^  giving  his 
hearty  aflent  to  the  motion. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  ob¬ 
served,  that  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  as  a  minifter,  was  account¬ 
able  to  the  Britifh  as  well  as  the 
Irifh  parliament,  and  therefore 
they  had  a  right  to  watch  over 
the  meafures  of  his  adminiftration, 
and  to  cenfure  or  advife  him  as 
they  might  deem  proper.  An  ela- 
>orate  difplav  had  been  made  of 
he  advantages  which  Ireland  had 
njoved  under  the  prefent  reign  : 
>ut  had  not  thefe  immunities  been 
uliy  juftified  by  their  confequen- 
es  ? — and  that  too,  after  they  had 
een  refufed  by  their  own  legifla- 
ure?  It  was  in  every  body’s  re- 
oliedion  that,  upon  a  petition 
refented  to  the  Irifh.  parliament 
y  a  numerous  and  refpedable 
ody  of  that  kingdom,  the  prayer 
f  it  was  rejected  with  fomething 
ttle  fhort  of  indignation;  but 
/lien  deputies  were  fent  over  to 
his  country,  they  were  gracioully 
ceived,  and  their  million  was  at- 
nded  with  its  defired  effed.  He 
dnoc  profefs  to  have  fuch  accurate 
iiformation  as  fome  of  their  lord- 
ips,  but  *he  had  heard  that  the 
tholics  had  formerly  been  perfe- 
ted  by  the  proteftants  in  a  horrid 
anner;  that  the  former  had  been 
iven  by  a  fmall  number  in  the 
orth,  but  were  now  returning  ; 
d  that  the  proteftants  were  re- 
lilding  thofe  houfes  that  had 
en  deftroyed,  and  a  union  was 
rming  between  them  which  might 
productive  of  the  moft  fatal  ef- 
.  There  were  two  defcrip- 


tions  of  men  in  Ireland  :  the  iirft 
were  well  known  for  their  daring 
fpirit ;  there  were  not  wanting  per- 
fons  among  them  celebrated  in 
arms,  in  arts,  and  in  literature  5 
they  were  men  over  whom  courts 
could  never  have  any  influence, 
and  who  were  to  be  led,  not  driven ; 
fuch  were  the  men  in  the  North; 
Thofe  in  the  South  were  cha- 
raderifed  by  unruly  paffions,  which 
were  always  the  prominent  features 
of  men  unemployed.  What  the 
event  might  be,  it  was  impoflible 
to  fay — he  warned  them  however, 
that  it  might  be  fuch  as  to  fhake 
the  empire  to  its  centre.  The  v 
motion  now  in  queftion  was  couch¬ 
ed  in  terms  ftTwife,  fo  prudent, 
and  fo  moderate,  that  he  could 
fcarcely  have  fuppdied  it  would 
have  met  an  objedion.  What  was 
its  purport  ?  It  faid  to  his  majefty, 
Sire,  you  have  by  a  happy  condud 
attached  the  people  of  Ireland  to 
your  family  and  government ;  there 
is  but  one  fmall  cauie  of  discon¬ 
tent  remaining,  and  it  is  only  ne- 
ceflary  that  you  follow  up  thofe 
wife  and  falutary  meafures  which 
you  have  hitherto  employed,  to  re¬ 
move  that  alfo. 

If  the  grievances  of  the  catholics 
had  been  redrefled  laft  year,  the 
houfe  would  not  have  heard  of  rer 
form.  Next  year  perhaps  other 
points  might  be  urged,  and  the 
breach  would  grow  wider.  Mr. 
Erlkine  had  wifely  faid  in  his  pam¬ 
phlet,  “  Give  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land  their  rights,  and  you  will  nei¬ 
ther  require  fleets  or  armies  to  pro- 
ted  them.  Three  millions  of  loy¬ 
al  people  wmuld  defy  the  power  of 
France;”  and  he  begged  it  might  be 
remembered,  that,  if  they  were  were 
united,  they  might  defy  the  ftrength 
of  other  countries  too  !  The  exam¬ 
ple  of  Genoa  was  before  them. 

The  marquis  of  Town  fend 
N  z  thought 
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thought  his  majefty  needed  not 
the  advice  of  their  lordihips  to  en¬ 
tertain  a  tender  regard  for  the  into- 
refls  of  his  fubjebts,  and  therefore 
diflented  from  the  motion, 

The  marquis  ot  Landfdowne  ad¬ 
mitted  there  had  been  confiderable 
improvements  in  the  regulation  of 
the  internal  affairs  of  Ireland.  The 
having  ten  fc (lions  in  the  year,  in- 
ftead  of  four,  for  the  trial  of  offen¬ 
ces  he  looked  upon  as  a  great 
good.  Murders  had  been  too, fre¬ 
quently  committed  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  bringing  to  juftice  the 
perpetrators  of  fuch  horrid  a<5ls 
was  the  duty  of  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  it  was  alfo  the  du¬ 
ty  of  every  individual  to  fupport 
government  in  that  refpedt.  He 
had  heard  it  faid,  “  property  was 
the  creature  of  law  this  was  fo 
far  from  true,  that  law  was  rather 
the  creature  of  property.  He  faw 
the  neceffity  of  doing  much  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  poor  people  of  Ire¬ 
land.  It  was  a  fa 61  well  known 
that  there  was  a  great  quantity  of 
land  which  produced  nothing  there, 
but  which  might  be  productive  of 
much ;  and  that  there  was  a  great 
number;  of  people  who  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do,  who  might  be  well 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of 
thele  lands.  He  fhould  be  glad  to 
join  in  any  plan,  either  in  or  out  of 
parliament,  for  public  utility  Per¬ 
haps  it  might  be  promoted  by  di¬ 
viding  a  large  eftate  into  feparate 
properties  j  he  had  written  abroad 
with  a  view  to  fpme  fcheme  of 
this  kind;  but  it  ought  to  be  vo¬ 
luntary,  for  he  had  no  idea  of 
force  in  the  djftributioq  qr  manage- 
me  t  of  any  man’s  property-r-nor 
ind  ed  could  any  benefit  accrue  to 
the  lower  claffes  of  fociety,  till  ail 
end  was  put  to  this  difaftroqs 
war. 

The  earl  of  Darnley  pbferv^d, 


the  motion  evidently  pointed  t# 
the  emancipation  of  the  catholics, 
as  the  means  of  ending  difeontents. 
He  oppofed  it  upon  the  grounds 
that  the  fituation  of  Ireland  did 
not  call  for  it,  for  there  never  w’as 
a  time  when  all  dHferiptions  of  men 
were  fo  well  Tatisfied  with  admini- 
fl ration  as  at  prtfent.  Difeontents 
there  might  be  among  a  certain  de- 
feription  of  people,  but  by  no 
means  amongft  the  general  mats 
of  the  people  on  whole  behalf  the 
popular  cry  of  catholic  emancipa¬ 
tion  was  ftippofed  to  have  been 
raifed,  though  in  faCl  it  was  made 
ufe  of  for  a  very  different  purpofe 
by  perfons  who  had  no  intereft  in 
the  caufe  of  the  catholics,  but 
as  it  ferved  to  cover  the  defign? 
of  fubverting  the  government. 
The  difeontented  were  not  the 
poor  catholics  of  the  South,  whq 
had  fliowri  fuch  attachment  to 
their  country,  but  the  rich  inhaT 
bitants  of  the  North,  who  had  ma* 
nifefted  a  very  different  fpirit.  Be¬ 
ll  des  the  great  body  of  the  Irifli  ca¬ 
tholics,  the  lower  orders  of  the 
community  never  could  be  inte- 
refted  in  the  queftion,  having  re¬ 
ceived  every  indulgence.  For  thefe- 
reafons  he  gave  his  negative. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  confefled, 
that,  but  for  the  alfurance  which  j 
the  noble  lord  had  given,  it  would 
have  been  to  him  a  matter  of  won-1 
der  that  the  catholics  were  con-;: 
tented,  be  caufe  it  was  extraordina-i 
ry  that  they  Ihould  be  fo,  wheu 
prolcribed  all  benefits  of  the  (late! 
under  wuich  they  lived,  where! 
they  were  marked  with  difgrace, 
and  put  entirely  into  the  hands  of 
the  executive  government.  But  it; 
feemed  they  gave  an  inftance  of 
their  attachment  to  government  in 
the  late  threatened  invafion  ;  was; 
this  the  proof  that  was  to  be  given 
as  a  reafoii  that  their  complaint! 

fhoul«l 
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Uhotild  be  pafled  without  notice  ? 
Had  we  (hewn  any  inclination  to 
reward  this  generous  attachment? 
Quite  the  contrary  !  He  had  often 
obferved  the  conduct  of  minifters 
in  all  public  affairs ;  he  had  feen 
how  they  evaded  all  queftions 
Which  could  lead  to  difcuffions 
bearing  hard  upon  themfelves. 
But  of  all  their  attempts  to  fcreen 
themfelves  the  prefent  was  the 
weakeft :  they  had  not  ufed  one 
argument;  they  had  only  made  a 
few  aflertions,  and  pretended  to 
found  them  on  the  principles  of 
our  conftitution.  The  fecretary  of 
Hate  had  endeavoured  to  protect 
himfelf  hy  a  fliield  which  was  ih 
itfelf  impenetrable,  but  which  the 
fecretary  was  not  entitled  to  ufe. 
He  meant  the  facred  character  of 
the  fovereign  upon  the  throne. 
There  exifted  not  one  perfon  more 
difpofed  than  himfelf  to  pay  all  due 
reverence  to  that:  but  although  he 
knew  he  was  treading  on  delicate 
ground,  yet  he  muff  perform  his 
public  duty.  Many  of  thofe  aCts 
which  had  the  fovereign’s  name  to 
fanCtion  them,  ought  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  aCts  of  minifters  who 
advifed  them,  and  were  called  fo 
in  the  language  of  common  fenfe. 
It  was  to  this  fource  we  might 
trace  the  diftrefles  we  had  fu (lam¬ 
ed;  to  this  was  owing  the  lofs  of 
thirteen  douriftiing  colonies,  the 
difafter  of  the  prefent  national 
bankruptcy,  and  thofe  difcontents 
in  Ireland  which  it  was  the  cbjeCt 
of  the  motion  to  remove.  There 
was  a  character  in  that  houfe,  well 
known  to  their  lordlhips,  and  to 
both  countries,  of  whom  he  could 
fay  much  in  commendation  (though 
no  praife  could  exalt  him) — 
were  he  not  prefent.  To  minifters, 
however,  he  would  offer  this  ad¬ 
vice:  Reftore  to  the  Irifti  the  per¬ 
son  you  have  recalled  \  give  back 
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to  them  the  man  whom  thev  haver 
tried,  and  whom  they  admire :  aCt 
on  the  principles  on  which  he  aCt- 
ed,  and  difcontents  will  ceafe.  If 
you  do  not,  heaven  only  knows 
what  dreadful  confequences  await 
you. 

Lord  Grenville,  evidently  exaf* 
perated  at  the  remarks  of  his  grace, 
rofe  (he  faid)  chiefly  44  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  doing  away  the  impreffion 
they  might  leave  he  was  far  from 
endeavouring  to  fliield  himfelf  be** 
hind  the  virtues  of  the  fovereign  : 
he  only  paid  his  majefty  that  tri*- 
bute  which  all  the  world  knew  to 
be  his  due:  he  afcribed  no  part  of 
that  merit  to  himfelf,  or  to  any  ad* 
miniftration.  He  had  faid,  and  he 
contended  for  the  truth  of  it,  that 
the  intereft  of  the  people  of  Ire* 
land  had,  invariably  been  a  princi¬ 
pal  objeCt  with  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  country.  The 
noble  duke  propofed  to  do  the  very 
thing  which  he  feemed  to  dread, 
namely,  to  create  a  difturbance  in 
Ireland ;  for  that  muft  neceflarily 
be  the  tendency  of  recalling  the 
prefent  lord  lieutenant  of  that 
kingdom.  If  his  talents,  virtues, 
and  exertions  could  not  preferve 
tranquillity,  he  believed  it  would  be 
out  of  the  power  of  any  individual 
whatever. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  in  return 
accufed  the  noble  fecretary  of  mif- 
reprefentation.  He  faid,  he  had 
anfwered  his  remarks,  as  if  he  had 
called  upon  the  houfe  to  add  refs 
his  majefty  to  recall  the  prefent 
lord  lieutenant ;  he  had  done  no 
fuch  thing.  ,He  profefted  as  high 
a  veneration  for  the  fovereigh  and 
his  character  as  any  lord  could 
feel,  but  he  muft  add,  that,  not- 
wilhftanding  all  his  own  good  aCts 
and  good  intentions,  his  minifters 
had  contrived  to  counteract  them 
fo  effectually,  that  England  was  in  a 
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a  ftate  of.  public  bankruptcy,  and 
Ireland  nearly  iri  rebellion. 

.  The  earl  of  Darnley  again  af¬ 
firmed  there  never  was  a  period 
when  the  Iri  Ill  fhowed'  more  loy¬ 
alty;  and  all  reprefentations  of  their 
being  difafFeSied  towards  govern¬ 
ment  were  without  foundation. 

The  earl  of  Moira  concluded 
the  debate  by  a  few  obfervations : 
It  was  known  that  after  the  catho¬ 
lics  had  been  led  to  expedt  relief,  a 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons  of 
Ireland  darted  up  in  a  debate,  and 
pronounced  on  their  hopes  an  abfo- 
lute -interdiction.  Another  member 
In  the  other  houfe  of  parliament  pro¬ 
nounced  one  Sweeping  condemna¬ 
tion  on  the  north  of  Ireland.  The 
noble  lord  and  himfelf  differed  with 
refpeCt  to  the  date  of  the  country. 
He  alleged  there  were  great  and 
alarming  difcontenls  there ;  his 
lordfhip  had  declared  the  mafs  of 
the  people  were  contented  :  now, 
qs  the  veracity  of  one  could  not  be 
■tried  againft  the  other’s,  the  only 
mode  of  decihon  was  to  refer  to 
fads.  Was  not  a  whole  county, 
expofed  to  invafton,  and  that  a  ma¬ 
ritime  one,  difarmed  on  its  being 
alleged  to  be  in  a  ftate  infurrec-. 
tion  ?  Had  not  many  perfons  been 
accufed  of  high  treafon  ?  And 
when  all  ranks  furrounded  thofe 
who  were  accufed,  protefting  they 
were  innocent,  but  marked  out  as 
victims  of  the  vengeance  of  go¬ 
vernment — when  a  general  aftem-; 
bly  in  Dublin  refolved  and  declar¬ 
ed  it  to  be  their  firm  perfuafionl 
that  Ireland  would  be  loft  if  there 
was  not  a  change  in  the  executive, 
governments— were  thefe  proofs. of 
the  general  fatisfaclion  of  the  mafs 
of  the  people?  Yet  thefe  were  the 
fads^  their  lordihips  were  to  judge 
concerning  the  accuracy  of  the  re¬ 
presentation. — The  numbers  on  the 


earl’s  motion  were,  contents  2.0* 
non-contents  72. 

The  general  ftate  of  Ireland  was,: 
on  the  23d  of  March,  -brought  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  of  commons  by  Mr. 
Fox.  He  began  his  fpeech  with, 
obferving,  that  in  the  year  17S& 
very  great  difcontents  exifted  in 
Ireland,  and  it  appeared  to  him  in- 
difpenfably  necefiary,  that  every 
thing  fhould  be  done  on  the  part 
of  the  government  t </ appeafe  them. 
With  this  view  he  himfelf  propofed 
the  recognition  of  the  complete  in¬ 
dependence  of  that  country :  it  vfas 
not  of  confequence  whether  that 
recognition  was  a  boon  pr  a  right ; 
but  having  been  the  perfon  who 
propofed  the  a$r,  he  confidered 
himfelf  bound  to  follow  up  the: 
principle  of  it,  which  was  to  make 
Ireland  free  and  independent,  and, 
above  all,  to  adopt  fuch  meafurea 
as  ftiould  admit  her  to  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  that  independence,  and, 
reftore  that  cordial  affection  be* 
tween  the  two  countries  fo  requi¬ 
site  to  the  profperity  of  both. 

The  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
was  now  called  upon  to  inquire  how 
it  had  happened  that  thofe  concef- 
lions  had  not  produced  the  Salu¬ 
tary  confequences  which  might 
have  been  expected  from  them  ; 
and  it  was  the  ditty  of  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  houfe,  and  lftfr  ovvn  in 
particular,  to  diredl  the  attention 
of  the  Brilifh  legifiature  .to  the  pre¬ 
sent  ftate  of  the  lifter  kingdom. 

Ireland,  he  fajd,  was  in;  a  ftate  of 
difturban.ee  ;,ia©d,t though  a  varies 
ty  of  circifinftanc.es  had  concurred 
to  produce ,  this  Iftate,  •  there  were 
two  or  three  leading  points  to 
which  he  propofed  chiefly  to  con¬ 
fine  his  obfervations.  Thefe  were, 
how  far,  all  confequence  of  our 
conceflipnsi  Ireland  had. ,  in  fact 
and  in  fubftance  enjoyed  the  ad- 
......  ; , a  vantages 
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vantages  of  an  independent  legifla- 
ture;  and  whether  in  that  form  of  a 
free  conftitution  which  they  ob¬ 
tained,  the  people  pofleffed  that 
political  weight  to  which  they  were 
entitled  ?  It  had  been  generally  cal¬ 
culated,  that  five  fixths  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Ireland  were  Roman  ca¬ 
tholics;  feveral  of  the  grievances 
under  which  they  laboured  had  ap¬ 
parently  been*  removed.  But  if 
upon  inquiry  it  fliould  be  found 
that  the  mode  in  which  thefe  grants 
had  been  madef  and  the  a£fo  of  the 
executive  power  by  which  they 
were  accompanied,  had  produced 
the  fevereft  perfecutions  of  a  poli¬ 
tical  nature  ;  it  would  appear  that 
the  catholics  had  not  been  redreff- 
ed,  and  in  point  of  right  and  real 
I  poffeffion  had  been  worfe  off  than 
,before. 

|  Thefe  were  the  principal,  but 
i  not  the  only  points  involved  in  the 
inquiry.  There  were  others,  un- 
Iconnedied  with  the  catholics:  the 
|  inhabitants  of  the  North  had  been 
considered  by  fome  in  a  lefs  favou¬ 
rable  light,  and  their  complaints 
had’  been  heard  with  a  lefs  favour¬ 
able  ear  :  their  difcontents  had  aril- 
en  from  the  preffure  of  a  war  in 
which  they  had  no  intereft,  from 
the  diflreffes  entailed  thereby  upon 
their  trade  and  commerce ;  and 
from  the  abufes  which  they  con¬ 
ceived  to  exiff  in  the  conftitution 
by  which  they  were  governed. 
They  complained  that  it  did  not 
refemble  that  of  Great  Britain ; 
they  had  not  a  legiflature  in  which 
the  people  were  even  virtually  re¬ 
prefen  ted,  and  they  enjoyed  as  little 
political  liberty  as  thofe  who  lived 
under  monarchies  in  which  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  freedom  were  unknown : 
the  advantages  which  the  form  of  a 
free  conftitution  feemed  to  promife, 
Bad  bqen  counteracted  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  executive  govern- 
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ment  and  of  the  Britifti  cabinet. 
Mr.  Fox  then  obferved,  that,  at 
the  time  of  his  ruajefty’s  unfortu¬ 
nate  indilpofttion,  the  legiflature 
of  Ireland  took  a  decided  part : 
the  parliament  cenfured  the  lord 
lieutenant  for  his  conduct;  and  ex  ~ 
preffed  a  decided  opinion  on  the 
ftate  of  public  affairs  :  immediate¬ 
ly  after  this,  however,  and  during 
the  adminiftration  of  the  fame  lieu¬ 
tenant,  a  great  acceffion  of  influ¬ 
ence  was  gained  by  the  crown,  and 
the  parliament  was  prevailed  upon 
to  unfay  ail  they  had  faid,  and  to 
retract  every  opinion  they  had 
given.  It  was  matter  of  notoriety, 
that  a  regular  fyftem. was  then  de¬ 
viled  for  enflaving  Ireland:  and 

u  ^ 

this  plan  of  corruption  was  follow¬ 
ed  uo  by  fuitabie  raeafm  es.  Mr, 
Fox  affirmed,  it  had  been  offered 
to  be  proved  by  men  of  the  flrft: 
character  and  talents  (and  when 
he  mentioned  Mr.  Grattan,  it  was 
enough),  that  it  had  been  the  fyf- 
tern  of  government,  by  the  fale  of 
peerages,  to  raife  a  purfe  to  pur- 
chafe  the  representation  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland.  The  manner  in 
which  thefe  events  were  conftdered 
in  that  country  was  this :  Yoil 
have  granted  us,  faid  the  people, 
a  legiflature  certainly  independent 
of  your  parliament,  but  dependent 
on  your  executive  government. 
The  conceffion,  therefore,  they 
viewed  not  as  a  bleffing,  but  an  in- 
fult.  When  earl  Fitzwilliam  went 
to  Ireland  in  the  capacity  of  lord 
lieutenant,  it  was  underftood  that 
he  left  London  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  minifters  in  favour  of  the 
complete  emancipation  of  the  ca¬ 
tholics;  and  though  no  fuch  vote 
ever  palled  the  legiflature,  no  doubt 
was  entertained  that  the  meafure 
would  take  effedt,  and  would  have 
experienced  the  firm  fuppert  of 
parliament  :  but  after  the  hopes 
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which  had  been  raifed,  after  the 
known  preparation  of  parliament 
to  vote,  he  was  fuddenly  difmifled, 
the  fydem  reverted,  and  the  quel- 
lion,  which  a  few  weeks  before 
would  have  been  carried  with 
unanimity,  was  remedied  by  a  vaft 
majority.  Was  not  this  a  proof 
beyond  a  thoufand  arguments,  that 
the  meafure  of  1782  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  inefficacious,  that  Ireland  in 
had  gained  nothing,  and  was 
in  a  date  of  degradation  beyond 
any  former  period  ?  Here  Mr.  Fox 
drongly  exprefled  his  abhorrence  of 
that  diabolical  maxim,  by  which 
Ireland  was  to  be  regulated  —  di¬ 
vide  ct  imperci  —  and  of  that  policy 
which  weakly  and  wickedly  iought 
to  feparate  'the  higher  from  the 
lower  rank  of  catholics.  At  tne 
fame  time  our  proceedings  (he  laid) 
were  fuch,  as  to  convince  them  all 
that  our  conceffions  were  extorted, 
that  the  hodile  mind  dill  exifted 
againft  them,  and  they  continued 
to  be  marked  out  as  victims  of  the 
mod  cruel  proferiptions..  Sufpi- 
cions  were  infinuated  againd  men 
of  the  firft  refpeftability,  of  confi- 
derable  property  and  of  undoubted 
loyalty:  numbers  were  taken  up 
for  high  treafon  ;  and  when  acquit¬ 
ted,  it  was  proved,  no  grounds  of 
juft  accufation  could  ever  have 
been  entertained  againd  them.  The 
remedies  applied  tended  to  foment 
the  evil:  the  authority  of  the  laws 
was  Tuperfeded ;  thofe  whom  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  to 
convift  were  tranfported  in  great 
numbers  without  trial ;  an  aft  call¬ 
ed  the  infurreftion-aft  was  palled 
to  enable  government  to  purine 
thofe  violent  meafures— and  the 
lapfe  of  a  very  fliort  time  had 
fliewed  them  the  confequence  of 
fuch  conduft,  and  the  fallacy  of 
fuc  h  reafonings ! 

There  were  peffons  who  fuppof- 


ed  that  the  prejudices  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholics  and  the  didenterS 
would  prevent  them  from  forming 
a  union;  but  was  this  likely  to  be 
prevented  when  we  were  daily  de- 
daring  fo  many  didrifts  out  of  the 
king’s  peace,  and  in  a  date  of  di- 
fturbance?  and,  indead  of  concili¬ 
ating  the  minds  of  the  catholics, 
were  telling  them,  that  they  had 
nothing  more  to  expeft  ?  An-  opi¬ 
nion  had  gone  forth  that  the  catho¬ 
lics  had  no  fubdantial  grievances  to 
complain  of,  and  the  prelbyterians 
led  that  the  catholics  can  vote  for 
members  of  parliament,  and  are 
not  didinguifhed  from  the  pro- 
tedants  but  by  being  excluded 
from  the  high  offices  of  date,  and 
from  being  members  themfelves. 

44  It  is  objefted  (continued  Mr.  Fox) 
that  it  is  not  civil  liberty  which 
they  wiflt,  but  power  and  emolu¬ 
ment  which  they  purfue.  And  why 
fliould  they  not  ?  To  a(k  civil  liber¬ 
ty  without  political  power,  would 
be  to  afk  the  pofleffion  of  a  right 
for  which  they  could  have  no  fe- 
curity.  Is  it  improper  that  any 
people  who  contribute  fo  largely 
to  the  fupport  of  government  as 
the  catholics  do,  fliould  be  defirous' 
to  (hare  the  emolument  it  beflows, 
as  a  compenfation  for  what  they 
facrifice  ?  They  are  men,  and  are 
to  be  governed,  the  expenfe  of 
maintaining  all  governments  is 
confiderable,  and  that  of  Ireland 
is  certainly  no  model  of  ceconomy 

/  v 

— butjuAice  and  candour  will  al¬ 
low  that  the  catholics  ought  to 
lhare  in  its  advantages  when  they 
contribute  to  itp  fupport. u  He 
then  proceeded  to  make  fome  re¬ 
marks  on  the  difeontents  of  the 
diflenters :  they  confidered  their 
grievances,  he  (aid,  to  confld  in  the 
abufes  of  government  which  they 
had  not  means  to  remedy :  they 
wifhed  for  the  fubdantial  bleffings 

of 
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df  the  Englifti  conftitution  and  the 
political  principles  on  which  it  is 
founded.  Were  they  unreasonable 
when  they  complained  of  not  hav¬ 
ing  the  advantage  of  even  virtual 
representation  ?  To  fuppofe  that  a 
large  induftrious  an<,i  intelligent 
body  of  men  could  be  governed 
againft  the  principles  they  .had  im¬ 
bibed  and  the  prejudices  by  which 
they  were  guided,  was  abfurd.  We 
were  now  precilely  at  the  point  in 
which  we  flood  in  1774  with  Ame¬ 
rica;  and  though  the  diflance,  and 
its  population  extending  over  an 
immenfe  traCt  of  country,  were 
disadvantages  peculiar  to  that  con- 
teft,  he  remembered  when  this 
circumflance  was  dated  as  an  ad¬ 
vantage,  as  it  would  prevent  Sud¬ 
den  collections  of  people.  He  re¬ 
membered  alfo  at  that  period  the 
expreflion  of  the  American  “  war,*? 
■which  he  was  the  firft  perfon  in 
that  houfe  to  ufe,  was  treated  with 
the  utmofl  ridicule,  and  to  call 
Some  riots  at  Bolton  by  that  name 
was  regarded  as  a-b Surdity.  Some 
might  treat  the  idea  of  a  war  with 
Ireland  with  the  Same  contempt, 
and  he  Sincerely  hoped  experience 
would  not  decide  So  triumphantly 
in  his  favour  as  on  the  former  oc- 
cafion.  But  when  he  Saw,  as  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  a  government 
defirous  to  decide  by  force  againft 
the  will  of  a  majority  ;  he  clearly 
Saw  the  danger  of  a  civil  war.  Ire¬ 
land  was  in  that  date  which  one 
well  acquainted  with  the  fubjeCt 
defined  to  be  defpotifm ;  44  where 
the  executive  power  was  every 
thing,  and  the  rights  of  the  people 
nothing.”  Suppofe  we  were  to 
Succeed  in  difarming  the  whole  of 
the  north  of  Ireland,  they  mud  be 
kept  in  Subjection  by  force.  Could 
we  convince  them  by  the  bayonet 
that  their  principles  were  falfe, 
fheir  pretenfions  unjuft;  and  de- 


monftrate  that  they  enjoyed  the 
bleffmgs  of  a  free  conftitution  by 
martial  law  ?  ^Never  !  The  hiftory 
of  their  country  proved  that,  though 
repeatedly  Subdued,  it  could  not  be 
kept  in  awe  by  force.  The  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  people  of  the  North 
had  been  Severely  ftigmatifed  as 
men  of  the  old  leaven.  They  were 
indeed  of  thofe  who  refcued  their 
country  from  the  tyranny  of 
Charles  I.  and  James  II.  they  were 
of  that  leaven  which  aliened  and 
defended  the  principles  or  liberty* 
which  fermented,  when  kneaded 
together,  the  freedom  of  the  Britidi 
conftitution.  If  thefe  principles 
were  carried  to  excels,  it  was  an 
excels  to  which  he  openly  profeffed 
himfelf  partial  ;  the  oppofition 
they  had  Suffered  was  Some  apolo¬ 
gy.  'The  mode  now  adopted  was 
„this;  it  was  rieceffary  there  fit ou Id 
be  a  certificate  from  the  magiftrates 
to  declare  a  county  out  of  the 
king’s  peace;  many  of  thefe  ma- 
iftrates  were  Englishmen,  and  of- 
cers  of  the  fencible  corps.  Were 
the  people  to  be  toid  that  thefe 
men  were  aCting  only  in  a  civil  ca¬ 
pacity  ?  Several  of  the  principal  in¬ 
habitants  of  Bclfaft  were  arrefted  ; 
and  the  law  was  in  Such  a  ftate, 
that  men  might  be  kept'  in  prifon 
without  trial. 

The  people  of  the  North,  attach¬ 
ed  to  thefe'  men,  were  determined 
they  they  ftiould  not  Suffer  in  their 
property;  they  worked  for  them 
for  nothing ;  they  reaped  their  har- 
vefts,  to  fhew  their  good  will  to 
the  arrefted  parties,  or  their  deteft- 
ation  of  the  conduCt  of  govern¬ 
ment.  This,  however,  was  con- 
ftrued  to  be  a  heinous  offence ;  the 
people  were  dilperfed  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  ;  and  when  Some  of  them  were 
killed,  the  perfons  who  attended 
their  bodies  to  the  grave  were 
deemed  criminal,  and  this  aCt  of 

humanity 
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humanity  regarded  as  an  aCt  again# 
the  ftate.  What  muft.be  the  effect 
of  fuch  meafures  ?  Was  it  not  like¬ 
ly  to  influence  even  to  infurreCtion 
thofe  who  before  had  preferred  mon¬ 
archy,  and  to  induce  the  moft 
loyal  to  queftion  the  excellence  of 
a  monarchical  ftate,  on  witneffing 
thefe  confequences  from  its  abufes? 
If  the  Irifli  were  fubdued  (Mr.  Fox 
laid),  it  would  be  neceffary  to  keep 
up  a  large  military  force :  or  fup- 
poling  they  would  fubmit,  we 
could  not  truft  them  ;  fubmiflion 
to  laws  which  they  detefted  could 
laft  no  longer -than  our  force  and 
their  impotency.  Was  it  the  way 
to  perfuade  the  catholics  to  affift 
11s,  to  refufe  all  their  demands? 
An  application  had  been  made,  not 
from  the  peafantry  but  the  nobir 
lity,  a  ftrong  and  urgent  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  government  to  grant 
the  remainder  of  their  requefts : 
it  had  been  unfuccefsful.  For  him- 
felf,  he  pro  felled  he  knew  of  no  way 
of  governing  mankind  but  by  con¬ 
ciliating  them ; — and  what  could  we 
lofe  by  fuch  methods  ?  If  Ireland, 
by  conceding  to  all  her  wifhes  was 
governed,  would  file  be  iefs  ufeful 
to  Great  Britain  ?  What  was  fhe 
now  ?  Little  more  than  a  diverfion 
for  the  enemy.  Even  if  we  could 
retain  her  by  force,  what  fhoutd 
we  do  in  all  future  wars?  In  the 
fir#  place  fecure  her  from  infurrec- 
tion,  which  would  be  no  eafy  mat¬ 
ter  whilft  file  conhdered  herfelf 
aggrieved.  The  confequences  of 
a  war  with  her  were  dreadful  to 
contemplate;  public  horrors  would 
be  fo  increafed  by  the  laceration 
of  private  feelings,  as  to  fpread 
univerfal  mifery  through  both 
countries.  The  connexion  was 
fo  interwoven  between  the  indivi¬ 
duals  of  each,  that  no  rupture 
could  happen  without  wounding 
the  moft  tender  friend  fhip  and  the 
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moft  facred  ties.  Rigour  had  been 
already  attempted,  let  conciliation 
be  tried  before  the  laft  appeal  is 
hazarded.  Let  the  whole  people 
of  Ireland  enjoy  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples,  the  fame  fyftem,  the  fame 
operation  of  government,  and  all 
dalles  an  equal  chance  of  emolu¬ 
ment.  In  other  words,  let  •  the 
whole  Irifli.  government  be  regu¬ 
lated  by  Irifli  notions,  and  Irifli 
prejudices ;  and  the  more  fhe  is 
under  them,  the  more  will  fhe  be 
bound  to  Englifh  interefts. 

Mr.  Fox  touched  next  upon  the 
removal  of  earl  Fitzwilliam ;  he 
afked  thofe  who  beft  knew  the 
country,  whether  the  day  of  his  der 
parture  was  not  a  day  of  forrow  ? 
The  catholic  petition  was  rejected, 
and  the  prefent  diffracted  ftate  of 
Ireland  had  been  produced  by  the 
hopes  of  the  people  being  difap- 
pointed,  and  by  the  cup  of  enjoy¬ 
ment  and  liberty  having  been  fud- 
denly  dallied  from  their  lips.  He 
concluded  his  fpeech  by  moving 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  “  that  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  difturbed  ftate  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  to  adopt  fuch  lenient 
meafures,  as  might  appear  beft  cal¬ 
culated  to  reltore  tranquillity  and 
conciliate  affeCtion/’ 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  feconded  the 
motion ;  he  deferibed  pathetically 
the  prefent  fituation  of  Ireland  ;  its 
fields  defolated,  its  prifons  overflow¬ 
ing  with  the  victims  of  oppreflion  ! 
He  lamented  the  contrail  between 
a  profligate  extravagant  govern¬ 
ment,  and  an  enflaved  impoverifh- 
ed  people.  One  perfon  he  faid, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  as  incapable 
of  treafon  to  his  country,  as  he 
was  capable  of  every  thing  great, 
generous  and  noble  for  the  good  of 
his  country,  was  now  immured 
within  the  walls  of  Dublin  caftle: 
— ~a  man  whole  private  virtues  e- 

quallecf, 
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quailed,  they  could  not  furpafs,  the 
integrity  of  his  public  condudt: 
apd  of  whom  it  might  beft  be  faid, 
nil  non  laudandum  ant  dixit ,  auj  fen - 
fit ,  /<?«>*  He  named  Mr. 

O’Connor ;  adding,  that  when  fuch 
men  became  the  obje&s  of  hatred 
and  fear  to  government,  it  was  not 
difficult  to  afcertain  the,  nature  of 
the  government.  He  ended  with 
declaring  there  was  but  one  way 
of  faying  Ireland— of  faving  Eng¬ 
land  :  and  that,  was,  by  divefting- 
the  prefent  minifter  of  the'  power 
he  had  fo  long  and  fatally  ahuf- 
ed,  and  calling  him  to.  a  Brief  ac¬ 
count  at  the  tribunal  of  his  coun¬ 
try. 

Mr.  Pitt  expatiated  on  Mr.  Fox’s 
confiderations,  in  a  fpeech  too 
long  for  the  limits  of  this  work  to 
detail.  The  fubffiance  of  his  an- 
fwers  was,  that  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  was  conGdered  to  ^  be  the 
natural  fourqe  of  legiflative  ar¬ 
rangements  in  that  country,  whofe 
peculiar  interefts  w^ere  entruifed  to 
its  care:  nor  could  any  inter¬ 
ference  be  admitted  after  the  con-. 
C&fiion  of  1782,  by  which  we  had 
declared  the  parliament  to  be  inde¬ 
pendent,  and  placed  it  utterly  out 
of  our  controul.  Nor  could  we, 
under  pretence  of  advifing  his  ma- 
jeffiy,  induce  him  to  give  effedt  to 
meafures  which,  conftitutioually 
could  only  owe  their  effects  to  the 
Irifii  .  legiflature. — He  alked  Mr. 
Fox  if  we  could  fay  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  “  You  are  an  independent  le¬ 
giflative  body,;  but  we,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  England,  fhall  at  the  end 
of  fourteen  years  revife  and  exa¬ 
mine,  and  diredt  how  you  /hall  ex¬ 
ert:  ife  your  fundiions,  ai»id  after¬ 
wards  feel  it  our  duty  to  tell  the 
iliffi  people  that  you.^re  no  longer 
entitled  to  their,  confidence,  no 
linger  gofifelied  of  thofe  unalienable- 


rights  to  independent  legiflatioii 
which  we  conceded  to  you.” 

The  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man,  he  faid,  had  taken  notice  of 
the  demands  of  the  catholics  in  the 
South,  and  of  the  difienters  in  the 
North,  with  a  view  of  proving  that 
farther  conceffions  would  be  pru¬ 
dent  and  even  abfolutely  neceflary 
on  our  part.  ,He  was  himfelf  quite 
of  another  opinion :  no  remedy 
could  be  rendered  ferviceable  t<* 
them,  by  a  meafure  which  would 
operate  as  an  entire  alteration  of 
the  form  of  the  parliament — an  al¬ 
teration  too,  which,  as  far  as  it 
would  arife  from  the  remaining 
claims  of  the  papilfs,  and  the  willies 
of  the  prelbyterians,  would  be  par¬ 
ticularly  dangerous.  The  remedy 
hinted  at,  though  not  fo  high  in 
point  of  legiflation,  was  one  which 
could  only  fall  within  the  province 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland — he, 
meant  an  alteration  of  the  laws, 
which  might  not  only  affedf  the 
right  to  a  large  mafs  of  property, 
but  the  practice  of  the  church  as 
to  the  prefent  eftablilhed  mode  of 
worffiip.  This  was  the  principle 
by  which,  under  the  term  “  lenient 
meafures,”  he  fuppofed  Mr.  Fox 
meant  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
future  peace  of  Ireland.  At  the 
commencement  of  his  majefty’s 
reign,  the  catholics  were  prevented 
from  voting  :  they  laboured  under 
many  difabilities,  all  of  which  had 
been  removed  by  his  majefty  ;  nor 
could  it  fairly  be  brought  forward* 
that  no  pledge  had  been  given  by 
the  crown,  to  extendrto  that  people 
the  benefits  enjoyed  by  the  other 
parts  of  the  community.  But  it 
had  been  afierted,  that  it  was  poffi- 
ble  to  fatisfy  the  catholics;  if  it 
were,  it  might  be  made  the  fubjedt 
of  advice  to  the  executive  governs 
ment.  The  right  honourable  gen¬ 
ii  eman- 
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tlemaii  (Mr.  Fox)  would  fatisfy 
them  indeed,  by  giving  them  the 
privilege  of  fitting  in  parliament. 
But  this  could  not  be  done,  without 
reverfmg  the  whole  of  its  prefent 
form,  and  new-modelling  the  con- 
ftitution  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end;  and  to  make  this  change 
when  fuch  principles  were  abroad 
in  the  world,  and  were  even  pre¬ 
valent  in  the  country  where  we 
lived,*  would  be  attended  (and  he 
appealed  to  the  houfe  if  it  would 
not)  with  the  moft  pernicious  con- 
fequences.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  fubje&  refpe&ing  the 
wiflies  of  the  catholics  and  difient- 
ers  in  the  North,  to  change  it  he 
form  of  the  Irifh  parliament  ;  as  it 
would  lead  to  difcufftons  which, 
whether  they  were  to  be  decided 
upon  thofe  old  Englifli  principles 
which  Mr.  Fox  admired,  or  on  the 
new  French  ones  of  modern  liber¬ 
ty,  might  be  dangerous.  If,  in¬ 
deed,  they  included  the  doctrine  of 
the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  it 
was  contrary  to  the  duty  of  parlia¬ 
ment  to  give  the  lead  fan&ion.  to 
the  meafure.  He  dated,  he  faid, 
all  his  reafons,  trading  that  the 
Englidi  houfe  of  parliament  would 
not  for  a  moment'  hefitate  in  re¬ 
jecting  a  motion  calculated  to  alter 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
independence  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  contended  that 
the  addrefs  could  not  interfere  with 
the  independence  of  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  and  as  he  was  uncon¬ 
vinced  by  any  thing  which  he  had 
heard,  he  was  called  upon  in  duty 
to  the  public  to  vote  for  it. 

Colonel  Fullarton  afked  whether 
we  were  or  were  not  on  the  eve 
and  in  the  crifis  of  impending  in- 
vafion  and  commotion  refpeCfing 
Ireland.  If  we  were  not — he  had 
nothing  to  fay,  but  beg  pardon 
and  fit  down  ;  if  we  were,  how 


prepofterous  wafs  the  c6ndtr$  of 
thbfe  who  wafted  their  precious 
moments  in  idle  and  pernicious 
words,  inftead  of  dedicating  all  their 
powers  to  purpofes  of  preparation 
or  precaution  ?  It  was  time,  he  faid,- 
to  put  an  end  to  palliatives  and  felf-  ’ 
deceptions,  and  to  [dace  thefe  king¬ 
doms  on  a>footii1g  of  impei-vious  de¬ 
fence,  whilft  the  delay  of  the  French 
ftill  offered  us  the  Opportunity. 

-  General  Hoche  - would  find  in 
the  province  of  Ulfter  alone  5«;ooo 
Irifttmert  united,  with  pikes  in  their 
hands  and  arms  concealed,  bufily 
employed  in  fecret  difcipline,  in 
order  to  qualify  tbemfetves  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  French  army.  This 
was  no  fecret,  except  in  London. 
Thefe  people  had  long  fince  com¬ 
municated  their  force,  their  num¬ 
bers,  their  intentions  to  France^ 
and,  unlefs  we  cduntera&ed  their 
fchemes  by  a  fpeedy  peace  with  < 
the  common  enemy,  we  were  mu¬ 
tually  loft. 

lord  Wycombe  declared  it  as* 
his  opinion*  that  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  Ireland  was  owing  to  the 
conduct  of  our  minifters  towards 
that  country.  The  difturbances 
which  had  taken  place  in  it,  prov¬ 
ed  a  manifeft  difaffe&ion  to  the 
Britifli  government:  conciliation 
inftead  of  rigour  ought  to  have 
been  tried,  for  it  was  time  enough 
to  employ  force  when  mildnefs 
failed.  He  could  have  wifhed,  that 
the  Irifli  parliament  had  been  left, 
to  themfelves  to  fettle  this,  but 
that  he  knew  they  had  entirely  loft 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
therefore  the  minifter’s  obferva- 
tions  on  the  independence  of  it 
were  thrown  away.  Indeed,  he 
had  quite  omitted  to  prove  (for  it 
was  impoffible  to  prove)  that  the 
Irifh  parliament  was  independent ; 
the  truth  was  known  to  be,  that  a 
majority  of  it  was  at  the  wiil  of 

the 
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t he  cabinet  of  England.  As  to 
the  fear  of  the  religious  fentiments 
of  the  catholics,  it  was  fingular 
fuch  a  fear  fhould  be  entertained, 
when  every  body  knew  that  jrelir 
gioii  to  be  "on  the  decline  all  over 
Europe.  He  more  dreaded,  that, 
if  we  did  not  interfere,  we  fhoujd 
lofe  Ireland  altogether,  which  u  ould 
be  more  fevere  to  us  than  the  lofs 
of  An  erica. 

Lord  jHawkefbury  re-echoed  the 
fentiments  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  was 
convinced,  he  faid,  by  the  argu¬ 
ments  fo  ably  alleged,  that  its  go¬ 
vernment  was  capable  of  managing 
the  concerns  of  the  nation,  and 
that  there  was  no  neceffity  of  our 
interference,  "Hippo ling  (which  he 
knew  was  not  the  cafe)  that  it 
could  be  done  with  propriety.  . 

'  Mr.  Curwen  faid,  it  was  not  the 
motion'  pf  his  right  honourable 
friend,  but  the  oblervations  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  which 
were  really  mifchievous.  *  It  was 
far  from'  wife  in  him  to  fix  a 
charge  of  jacobinifm  upon  any  bo¬ 
dy  of  his  majefty’s  fuhjedfs.  So 
far,  indeed,  was  the  prefent  motion 
from  being  mjrfchievous,  that  even 
the  difcuffion  would  do  good,  inaf- 
much  as  it  wquld  fhew  the  Irifh  na¬ 
tion,  that  there  was  a  part  at  leaff 
of  the  Britifh  parliament  who  were 
mindful  of  their  interefts. 

Mr.  Courtenay  adverted  to  co¬ 
lonel  Fullarton’s  account  of  there 
being  cjo,ooo  men  in  the  province 
of  Ulffer,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
ready  to  receive  the  French  *,  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  there  were  ;  but  not  to 
fupport  them— —on  the  contrary, 
they  were  prepared  to  refift  an  in- 
vafion,  if  ever  it  fhoi  Id  be  attempt¬ 
ed.  The  people  in  that  province 
had  a  ftrong  fpirit  of  liberty,  and 
were  attached  to  the  popular,  or 
what  had  been  called  the  republican, 

brariph  of  fche  conflitution*  But 
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was  this  a  reafon  to  fligmatife  them 
as  jacobins?— a  banditti  without 
laws,  without  principles,  without 
order!  Mr.  Courtenay  hated,  that 
paany  moil  refpedlable  perfons  had 
been  arrefted  at  Belfaft,  and  were 
now  languifhipg  in  gaol  without 
being  brought  to  a  trial.  And 
why  ?  Btcaufe  government  dared 
not,  knowing  they  cpu}4  not  efta- 
blifh  their  guiit ;  and  their  gcquital 
might  difconcert  the  plan  on  which 
they  were  proceeding. 

Mr  Fox  again  rofe  :  he  thought 
the  difeontenis  in  Ireland  might  be 
quieted  by  his  majefty  removing 
from  places  of  truft  many  perfons 
now  at  the  head  <pf  public  affairs  ; 
men  who  libelled  the  character  of 
a  nation,  at  a  moment  when  its, 
zeal,  patriotifm,  and  courage  were 
moil  eminently  difplayed  ;  men  in 
fhort,  whofe  adminiftration  might 
be  confidered  as  the  fource  of  thofe 
calamities  with  which  the  country 
was  afflicted.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exechequer  had  affirmed,  that 
the  principles  contended  for  re- 
fpeching  liberty,  were  not  Englifh 
but  French  ;  ifjtbey  were  alfo  Irilh* 
they  were  worthy  the  attention  of 
government.  But  even  allowing 
them  to  be  French  (and  he  cer¬ 
tainly  would  not  recommend  fuch 
In  this  country),  hill  it  was  better 
to  overcome  them  by  conciliation 
than  to  go  to  war  with  them.  Was 
the  hQufe  prepared  to  begin  ano¬ 
ther  four  years’  war,  to  fquander 
millions  of  treafure,  and  to  hied 
rivers  of  blood  ?  Jfit  was,  he  bade 
them  go  on  with  their  noble  enter- 
prife ;  he  would,  however,  warn 
them,  that,  by  literally  fighting  a- 
gainft  French  principles  in  Ireland, 
they  might  in  the  end  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  Great  Britain  itfelf. 
Unfortunately  he  had  been  a  long 
time  deprecating  coercive  meatures. 
ffe  had  deprecated  the  adoption  of 
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them  againft  America,  in  1774;  he 
deprecated  them  againft  France*  in 
1793  ;  and  he  now  deprecated  the 
fame  fyftem  in  Ireland.  Though  his 
adviv  e  had  not  been  followed,  it  was 
a  confolation  to  him  individually, 
that  it  had  not  been  withheld. 
Meafures  of  coercion  had  proceed¬ 
ed  from  the  fame  fource ;  war  had 
been  preferred  to  negotiation,  and 
force  to  conciliation ;  becaufe,  in¬ 
ftead  of  regulating  our  plans  by  a 
mild  and  enlightened  policy,  we 
bad  adted  upon  the  maxims  of  bar- 
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barous  times.  He  concluded  with 
thd  words  of  Cicero,  recommend¬ 
ing  them  to  the  ferious  confidera- 
tion  of  every  perfon  to  whom  the 
important  talk  of  legiflation  was 
affigned  : — 

Carum  effe  civibus,  bene  de  repu - 
bite  a  mcreriy  laudari ,  coli,  diligi,  glo~_ 
riofum  eft  ;  inetui  veto  et'in  odio  ejfte^ 
invidiofum ,  deteftabile ,  imbecillum ,  ca - 
c lucum. 

For  the  motion,  84 ;  againft  it 
220..  ' 


CHAP.  VII. 

Popular  'Meetings  for  the  f  urpofc  of  petitioning  for  the  'DifmiJJion  of  Mi - 
lifters.  Motion  to  that  Ejfett  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords— in  the  Houfc  of 
Commons.  The  Duke  of  Bedford's  Motion  on  the  State  of  the  Nation  •  Mr. 
Grey's  Motion  on  a  P arliamentary  Reform • 


IN  the  courfe  of  the  fpring  feve- 
ral  popular  meetings  were  held 
agreeably  to  the  reftridtions  of  the 
new  adf,  the  avowed  objedt  of 
which  was  to  petition  his  majefty 
for  the  difmiffal  of  minifters.  In 
moft  of  thefe  meetings  the  peti¬ 
tions  were  carried  unanimoufly, 
particularly  in  the  cities  of  London 
and  Weftminfter,  the  borough  of 
Southwark  and  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex.  The  petitions  contained 
heavy  charges  againft  the  miniftry, 
but  that  of  the  city  of  Weftminfter 
was  fuller  than  moft,  and  equally 
ftrong  with  any.  It  commenced 
with  charging  the  minifters  with 
having  wantonly  involved  the  na¬ 
tion  in  a  ruinous  war,  in  confe- 
quence  of  wdiich  they  had  fquan- 
dered  upwards  of  one  hundred 

AND  THIRTY  MILLIONS  OF  MO¬ 
NEY  ;  and  laid  on  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  six  millions  and  a 
half  annually.  The  lives  which 


they  had  facrificed,  and  the  fum 
they  had  added  to  human  mifery,  it 
was  added,  were  incalculable.  The 
petition  proceeds: — 

44  We  humbly /eprefent  to  your 
majefty,  that  in  the  hands  of  thofe 
minifters  nothing  has  fucceeded* 

44  Inftead  of  reftoring  monarchy 
in  France,  they  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  recognize  the  republic 
there  eftablifhed,  and  to  offer  pro- 
pofals  of  peace  to  it.  Inftead  of 
difmembering  the  territories  of  that 
republic,  they  have  fuffered  it  to 
add  to  them  the  Netherlands,  Hol¬ 
land,  and  great  part  of  Italy  and 
Germany  ;  and  even  a  part  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  which  the  fleets  of  that 
republic  have  infulted,  has  only 
been  preferved  from  the  calamities 
of  an  invafion,  by  the  accidents  of 
the  feafons. 

44  In  their  negotiations  for  peace, 
they  have  been  equally  unfuccefs- 
fuL  It  was  to  be  expected.  When 

they 
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they  afked  peace,  they  were  abjeC, 
but  not  fin  cere  ;  they  acknowledg¬ 
ed  their  impotence,  but  not  their 
errors.  They  difcovered  the  moft 
hoftiie  difpofitions  towards  France, 
at  the  very  time  they  proved  their 
utter  inability  to  contend  with 
her. 

44  When  they  wanted  to  obtain 
our  confent  to  the  war,  they  allured 
us  that  it  was  necefiary  for  the 
fafety  of  our  commerce.  At  this 
moment,  mofl  of  the  ports  of  Eu¬ 
rope  are  fhut  againfl:  us ;  goods  to 
an  immenfe  amount  are  lying  upon 
the  hands  of  our  merchants;  and 
the  manufacturing  poor  are  ftarving 
bythoufands. 

44  They  aftured  us  the  war  was 
necefiary  for  the  prefervation  of 
property  and  public  credit.  They 
have  fendered  every  man’s  proper¬ 
ty  fubjeCt  to  an  order  of  the  privy 
council,  and  the  bank  of  England 
has  (topped  payment. 

44  They  allured  us  that  the  war 
was  necefiary  for  the  prefervation 
& f  the  conftitution.  They  have 
deftroyed  its  bed  part,  which  is 
its  liberty,  by  oppreflive  reftric- 
tions  upon  the  right  of  petitioning, 
and  upon  the  freedom  of  the  prefs; 
by  profecuting  innocent  men  under 
falfe  pretences  ;  by  fending  money 
to  foreign  princes  without  the  con¬ 
fent  of  parliament ;  while,  by  e- 
reCting  barracks  throughout  the 
kingdom,  they  give  us  reafon  to 
fufpeCt  their  intention  of  finally 
fubjeCting  the  people  to  military 
defpotifm. 

44  They  allured  us  the  war  was 
necefiary  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
unity  of  our  empire.  But  they  have 
fo  conduced,  and  are  Hill  fo  con¬ 
ducing,  themfelves  in  Ireland,  as  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  that  brave, 
loyal,  but  opprefled  and.  perfecuted 
nation,  and  to  expofe  the  mold 
fiourifhing  of  its  provinces  to  all 
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the  horrors  of  lawlefs  military  vio¬ 
lence. 

44  Thefe  are  no  common  errors. 
They  are  great  crimes ;  and  of 
thefe  Crimes,  before  God  and  our 
country,  we  accufe  your  minif- 
ters.  Our  affeCions  to  your  ma- 
jefty’s  perfon,  our  loyalty  to  your 
government,  are  unabated  : — your 
majefty’s  virtues  are  a  pledge  for 
the  one ;  the  conftitution  which 
makes  you  king,  for  the  other. 
But  duty  to  our  fellow-countrymen, 
and  to  our  pofterity,  which  is  but 
another  name  for  that  affe&ionand 
loyalty,  impels  us  to  reprefent  to 
your  majeity,  that  your  minifters 
are  defrauding  us  of  the  benefit  of 
thofe  virtues,  by  deftroying  the 
channels  through  which  they  flow. 
They  have  tarnifhed  the  national 
honour  and  glory ;  they  have  op- 
prefted  the  poor  with  alrnoft  intole¬ 
rable  burthens;  they  bavepoifoned 
the  intercourfe  of  private  life  ;  they 
have  given  a  fatal  blow  to  public 
credit ;  they  have  divided  the  em¬ 
pire  ;  and  they  have  fubverted  the 
conftitution.” — 

Thus  far  we  have  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  infert ;  becaufe  from  the 
fubftance  of  one,  the  reader  will 
be  able  to  judge  of  the  general  te¬ 
nor  of  thefe  petitions.  The  fuccefs 

A 

which  the  petitions  experienced  in 
the  public  meetings,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  clamour  and  difiatisfa&ion  at 
the  conduC  of  minifters,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  prevail  throughout  the 
nation,  encouraged  fome  of  the 
leaders  of  oppofttion  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  motions  to  the  fame  effect  In. 
both  houfes  of  parliament.  The 
firfl  of  thefe  motions  was  made  on 
the  27th  of  March,  when  the  earl 
of  Suffolk  addrefied  their  lordfhips 
on  a  fubjeC  which,  he  faid,  it  was 
the  duty  of  eVery  Englifhman  todif- 
cufs.  The  prefent  lituation  of  the 
country  was  become  truly  alarm- 
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jng  ;  and  it  was  a  matter  of  the 
higheft  importance,  that  its  fafety 
and  protection  fliould  no  longer  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  a  man  who  had 
{hown  himfelf  fo  totally  incapable 
in  every  refpect,  except  in  the  arts 
of  deception.  His  lordfbip,  after 
adverting  tp  the  neglect  and  ill 
treatment  given  by  minifies  tpr 
wards  brave  veterans  who  had  difr 
tinguiflied  themfelves  bv  valor  and 
p.atviotifm,  as  the  late  ior.d  Rodney, 
lord  Howe,  and  fir  Charles  Grey, 
fpoke  of  the  recall  of  earl  Fitzwil- 
ljiam,  which  he  faifi  could  only  be 
mentioned  in  the  ftrongefi  terms  of 
di  {approbation,  A  language  had 
frequently  been  ufed,  he  remarked, 
tending  to  throw  an  odium  on  all 
who  fpoke  freely  on  the  date  of  af¬ 
fairs,  infinuating  that  they  were 
friends  to  commotion  and  to  French 
principles:  hislordfhip  reprobated 
fuch  infinuations  with  fgverity  j 
afked  how  it  was  poffible  any  one 
could  fuppofehe  could  be  foloft  to 
all  fenfe  of  honour,  to  the  reve¬ 
rence  and  refpe&  he  owed  to  a 
long  tine  of  anceftry,  to  the  pater¬ 
nal  affe&ion  he  had  for  his  prefqnt 
children,  and  the  regard  due  to  pos¬ 
terity,  as  to  countenance  principles 
which  mjght  be  fubverfive  of  thofe 
honors  and  that  rank  which  he  had 
received  and  was  bound  to  trans¬ 
mit  ?  Such  an  argument  was  ab- 
fprd  —  but  it  alfo  deferved  public 
refutation  ;  jt  was  unfair,  uncandid, 
and  untrue.  After  more  obferva- 
tions  of  this  nature,  his  lordfhip 
declared  he  con  fid. erf  d  jt  as  his  du¬ 
ty  to  himfelf,  his  family,  his  king, 
and  his  country,  to  move,  u  that 
an  addrefs  might  be  presented  to 
his  maiefty,  humbly  requefiing  him 
to  difmifs  from  his  councils  his 
pi  ini  fie  r,  the  firft  lord  of  the  trea^ 
fury,  whofe  pernicious  meafures 
had  deprived  him  of  the  confidence 
of  the  country. ” 

-'■ft  v(  t  *  » 


Lord  Grenville  oppofed  the  mo» 
tion,  becaufe  he  thought  the  noble 
earl  had  not  founded  his  objections 
upon  fa£ts.  Fie  warmly  vindicated 
his  friend,  the  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury,  refpefting  the  meafures  of 
which  he  flood  accufed:  he  was 
confident  the  negle£t  and  failure  of 
qnv  of  them  was  attributable  only 
t.o  tb.ofe  errors  to  which  human  na-- 
ture  was  at  all  times  liable,  to  thofe 
accidents  which  no  human  pru¬ 
dence  could  prevent,  or  to  thofe 
difpenfations  of  Providence  which 
no  human  wifdom  could  controul. 
The  public  caufe  was  faid  to  be  in¬ 
jured  by  removing  fome  officers 
from  the  public  fervice  to  make  room 
for  others  more  ferviceable  to  pri¬ 
vate  views.  Gallant  officers  it  was 
affirmed  had  been  negle&ed  ;  but, 
without  entering  intp  £he  jnvjdious 
talk  of  fcanning  deferts,  his  lord? 
fiiip  begged  t.o  remark,  that  admi¬ 
ral  Rodney  had  received  the  peer¬ 
age  he  fo  well  deferved,  befides 
certain  pecuniary  grants,  fufficient, 
with  (economy  and  management, 
not  only  to  have  fecured  thf  pof- 
feflor  from  inconvenience,  but 
to  have  fupp.orted  his  title  with 
becoming  fplendour.  If  occa- 
fions  occurred  when  his  majefty 
found  it  difficult  to  employ  all 
the  talents,  ardour,  and  activity  of 
individuals,  according  to  their  z?al 
and  merit,  it  was  imputable  to  the 
vaft  fund  of  abilities  and  energy 
in  the  nation,  which  rendered  it 
perplexing  where  to  rpake  a  prefer¬ 
ence. 

He  then  came  fo  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  conduit  of  the  war. 
That  the  allies  had  not  been  as  fuc- 
cefsful  as  they  expe&ed,  he  was 
ready  to  admit,  -and  aifo  that  fuch 
accidents  had  happened  as  were  in¬ 
cidental  to  all  wars;  blit  he  hoped 
all  parties  would  acknowledge  that 
the  exertions  of  this  country  had 
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been  unparalleled  in  the  page  of  hif- 
tory,  and  had  been  attended  with 
unparalleled  fuccefs ;  our  naval 
victories  had  been  more  brilliant 
than  ever  before  diftinguifhed  any 
age,  and  it  appeared/ peculiarly  hard 
that  all  the  honour,  all  the  praife, 
and  all  the  glory  ftiouid  be  reaped 
by  individuals,  vvliilft  all  the  cenfure 
and  all  the  refponlibility  were 
thrown  on  miniflers. 

Lord  Hay  (earl  of  Kinnoul)  faid 
that  he  never  was  more  furprifed 
than  to  hear  a  motion  of  this  im¬ 
portant  nature —  no  lefs  than  for  re¬ 
moving  the  prime-minifter  of  the 
country  from  his .  high  Ration, 
without  one  {ingle  proof  of  mifcon- 
du£t  whatever  brought  again  ft  him. 
He  praifed  the  conduct  of  the  war , 
and  gloried  in  the  fucceffes.  He 
therefore  gave  the  motion  his  de¬ 
cided  negative,  and  only  obferved 
further,  that  lord  Rodney’s  family 
were  perfectly  fatisfied  with  his  re¬ 
muneration. 

Lord  Suffolk  defired  to  retradf 
i>art  of  what  he  he  had  faid  relative 
o  admiral  Rodney  ;  he  believed  the 
^enfion  had  been  rightly  Rated  by 
:he  noble  lord  — {till,  however,  it 
was  certain  that  this  brave  officer 
was  afterwards,  from  a  variety  of 
aw-fuits,  reduced  to  a  Rate  of 
£reat  poverty,  and  his  body  for  a 
^onfiderable  time  feifed  upon,  and 
lenied  the  rites  of  burial. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  fcrupled 
Jot  to  condemn  the  meafures  of  ad- 
niniftration,  which,  he  contended, 
>nly  required  to  be  fairly  and  cri- 
ically  examined  to  be  univef- 
aily  reprobated.  The  noble  lord 
Grenville),  had  infinuated  that  the 
harges  were  hot  fubftantiated 
pon  fa61s  ;  and  demanded  proofs  : 
he  proofs  were  every  where  :  they 
•refented  themfeives  to  every  eve; 
hey  made  impreffions  upon  every 
,eart ;  they  compofed  a  living  epi- 
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taph  upon  the  infatuation  of  mini- 
fters,  and,  in  the  language  applied 
to  the  memory  of  fir  Christopher 
Wren,  bv  pointing  out  his  fublime 
prodiuftion,  that  aftonifh'.ng  piece 
of  architeflure,  the  cathedral  of 
St.  Paul,  he  might  exclaim  — 

Si  monumentum  quasi'is,  cireumspice. 

The  marquis  of  Townfhend  and 
the  earl  of  Warwick  oppofed  the 
motion;  The  latter  faid  he  was. 
convinced  there  was  a  confider-f 
able  faction  deeply  infecfted  with 
French  principles  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  it  was  not  impoffible  that 
a  part  were  to  be  found  within 
the  wall's  of  the  two  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament.  He  woul  i  aclvife  noble 
lords  not  to  indulge  themfeives  in 
thofe  irritating  arid  intemperate  ex¬ 
pressions  which  too  frequently 
were  uttered.  He  was  forry  to  read 
fuch  language  had  paffed  ill  another 
houfe  for  granting  the  people  all 
they  alked.  He  was  for  granting  all 
fuch  rights  as  were  demanded  in  a 
conftitutional  manner,  but  not  to 
thofe  who  demanded  them  with, 
arms  in  their  hands. 

The  earl  of  Derby  expreffed  his 
aftonifhment  thatanv  advice  fhould 
be  thought  neceffary  for  their  lord- 
fhips  refpedling  the  language  they 
ought  to  ufe  in  that  houfe  ;  for  him- 
felf,  he  always  endeavoured  to  ufe 
parliamentary  language,  and  was  not 
confcious  of  any  failure  in  this 
point.  He  was  apt  indeed  to  fpeak 
warrnly,,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  do 
fo,  when  he  decribed  the  mifcon  - 
dudt  or  incapacity  of  minifters,  and 
the  pernicious  effects  or  bad  mea« 
fures.  Allufions  were  made  to  what 
paffed  in  another  houfe,  and  difap- 
probation  manifefted  on  granting 
rights  to  men  with  arms  in.  their 
hands.  He  hopedthey  had  not  yet 
procured  thofe  arms,  and  that,  they* 
never  would  :  but  if  it  ever  fhould 
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be  the  cafe,  he  was  convinced  the 
impolitic  and  oppreffive  meafures 
adopted  by  the  prefent  minifters 
would  be  the  occafion  of  thofe  dif- 
aftrous  confequences. 

Lord  Romney  faid  he  was  con- 
cerned  to  hear  perfons  on  all  tides, 
both  within  and  without  the  wails 
of  that  houfe,  talk  of  the  fituarion 
of  the  country  in  the  moft  defpond- 
ing  manner  ;  for  his  own  part,  he 
thought  very  differently  of  it,  and 
that  nothing  was  wanting  to  re- 
jftore  it  to  its  former  {Length  but 
adtive  energy.  He  was  clear  that 
a  plan  might  be  adopted  which 
would  raife  an  immenfc  fum,  and 
would  l'erve  to  convince  the  ene¬ 
my  of  the  Britifh  fpirit — this  was, 
to  fet  on  foot  a  fubfcription  for  a 
voluntary  gift,  as  far  as  the  genera¬ 
lity  and  circumftances  of  indivi¬ 
duals  would  allow.  He  would  fub- 
icribe  five  thoufand  pounds,  and 
thought  there  would  eafily  be  found 
a  hundred  thoufand  who  would 
fubfcribe  their  one  hundred  each. 
He  propofed  that  this  fliould  be 
paid  by  inftalments,  for  inftance  he 
would  commence  on  the  i ft  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1798,  and  pay  five  hundred 
pounds  a  month,  fo  that  in  ten 
months  he  fliould  have  paid  the 
whole.  Each  fubfcriber  to  do  the 
fame,  according  to  the  Turns  fub- 
fcribed,  even  fo  low  as  fifty  ;  the 
whole  of  the  money  to  be  fubjedt  to 
the  controul  of  parliament- — Such 
a  meafure,  if  carried  into  execution, 
would  counteract  any  imprefiion 
which  might  be  made  on  the  French 
government  to  our  difadvantage, 
by  the  defponding  ideas  of  fome  as 
to  our  (late,  or  by  the  language  of 
others  as  to  the  mifmanagement  of 
our  minifters. 

The  earl  of  Moira  thought  the 
prefect  motion  highly  neceffary ; 
the  mifmanagement  of  minifters 
had  brought  us  to  this  prefent  de¬ 


plorable  condition,  and  they  could 
not  too  foon  be  deprived  of  the 
power  of  continuing  to  do  fo  j  the 
war  had  been  condu&ed,  he  faid,, 
in  a  fhameful  manner  ;  the  wealth 
and  refources  of  the  country  "ex-  j 
pended  in  making  conquefts  of  dif- 
tant  fettlements,  when  the  French  j 
fhould  have  been  attacked  nearer 
home.  His  lordfhip  applauded 
the  plan  of  lord  Romney,  and 
did  not  doubt  but  it  might  produce 
a  confiderable  fum  of  money;  but 
it  was  a  queflion  how  far  the  houfe 
of  commons  might  approve  of  mo¬ 
ney  being  raifed  to  carry  on  the  war 
through  any  channel  but  their  own. 
Fie  concluded  with  giving  his  hear¬ 
ty  affent  to  the  motion. 

The  earl  of  Cariifle  lamented, 
that  the  fineft  opportunity  of  for¬ 
cing  the  enemy  to  make  peace  had 
been  loft  by  the  conduct  of  the 
admiralty,  which  had  given  fuch, 
abfurd  orders  to  admiral  Colpoys- 
Had  we  deftroyed  the  Breft  fleet, 
we  (liould  have  ended  the  war. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  blam¬ 
ed  the  admiralty  on  this  occafion) 
aifo.  He  faid  he  would  fooner  fee 
one  minifter  juftiy  punifhed  than 
fee  twenty  changes.  It  was  not  a 
change  of  men  but  meaibres  which) 
he  wifhcd,  confequently  did  nol 
approve  the  motion  ;  changes  oJ 
minifters  had  fometimes  done  mif 
chief  to  the  country.  Sir  Rober 
Walpole  was  removed  by  popula 
clamour  at  the  time  he  was  carry 
ing  the  finking  fund  into  execution 
and  the  nation  fuffered  very  confi 
derably  by  his  removal.  The  al 
teration  he  propofed  would  be  ii 
the  fyftem  of  government,  whicl 
ought  to  be  conducted  on  the  oh 
conftitutional  principles  of  th 
country.  Any  one  who  wifhe< 
to  know  the  prefent  fyftem 
might  perufe  the  army  extraordi 
nariesj  and  would  find  million 
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fquandered  in  the  mod  improvi¬ 
dent  manner.  What  would  the 
intended  fubfcription  of  500I.  do 
to  flop  fnch  flood-gates?  He  wifli- 
ed  to  alk  what  we  now  were  fight¬ 
ing  for?  Was  it  Belgium  ?  Iff©—- 
let  the  country  be  alked  if  they 
Would  perfevere  in  the  war  for  fuch 
anobje6L  Was  it  for  any  territorial 
bo  Hellion  ?  Had  the  French  infult- 
ed  us  ?  If  they  had,  he  would  be 
one,  and  he  was  allured  the  nation 
nnanimoufly  would  unite  in  ob¬ 
taining  reparation. 

Lord  Grenville  again  arofe  :  he 
oblerved  that  of  late  minifters  had 
declined  fending  troops  to  the  con¬ 
tinent:  they  had  turned  all  their  at¬ 
tention  to  the  navy  and  colonies  ; 
and  though  they  had  been  fo  fuc- 
cefsful,  flill  they  were  blamed.  The 
noble  marquis  had  affirmed,  that  it 
was  not  a  change  of  men  but  of 
meafures  which  was  defirable  :  to 
which  he  replied,  that  any  change 
in  our  government  would  throw 
the  country  into  immediate  confu. 
lion.  Had  not  minifters  preferved 
it  from  French  principles,  and  was 
this  a  fmall  advantage  ?  But  why 
was  the  war  carried  on  ?  It  was  not 
for  this  or  that  province;  it  was, 
whether  the  French  fhould  poffefs 
the  whole  of  the  maritime  coaft  of 
the  continent;  another  reafon  was, 
the  haughty  manner  in  which  they 
had  rejedted  our  overtures  for 
peace.  No  minifter  had  ever  been 
more  ignominioufly  treated  than 
ours.  Profeflions  of  unanimity  had 
often  been  heard  in  that  houfe,  if 
the  country  were  to  be  infulted  ; 
hut  they  never  were  made  good, 
when  the  occafion  occurred.  His 
lordlhip  ended  with  condemning 
the  language  of  defpondence,  and 
vaunting  the  abundance  of  our  re- 
fources. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  am 
fwered,  that  it  was  not  extraordi¬ 


nary  that  the  French  fhould  have 
Ihown  1’ome  haughtinefs :  they  could 
not  but  remember  the  opprobrious 
terms  ufed  towards  them  by  our 
minifters,  and  it  was  probable  they 
would  refent  ft.  He  denied  having 
recommended  a  change  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  he  only  defired  the  prefent 
fhould  be  changed  into  a  conftitu- 
tional  fyftem,  and  he  would  con¬ 
tend  for  this  point,  though  he  was 
well  aware  it  had  been  the  cuftom 
for  minifters  to  infinuate  that  thofe 
who  recommended  it  were  Jaco¬ 
bins,  He  reprobated  Jacobin  prin¬ 
ciples,  becaufe  he  was  convinced 
they  went  to  a  community  of  goods, 
and  other  abfurd  and  pernicious 
do&rines,  even  beyond  the  agrarian 
law.  He  did  not  believe  there  were 
many  of  fuch  principles  in  England, 
and  he  knew  of  no  fuch  praElical 
Jacobins  as  his  majefty’s  minifters  5 
they  had  baniftied  gold  and  filver 
from  London  at  the  time  they  be¬ 
gan  to  be  plenty  in  Paris  ;  they  had 
taken  up  the  paper  fyftem  at  the 
time  France  had  laid  it  down. 
Forced  loans,  military  force,  and 
every  Jacobin  project  had  been 
adopted  here,  as  France  had  reje&- 
ed  them.  The  immortal  jury  of 
1794  had  fufficiently  expofed  the 
falfliood  of  Jacobin  pretended  plots. 
To  the  noble  conduct  of  that  jury 
he  did  not  know  how  many  of  their 
lordfhips  were  now  indebted  for 
their  lives  and  fortunes ;  it  was 
that  jury  which  defeated  the  Robef- 
pierrian  fyftem,  attempted  to  be  e- 
ftablifbed  in  this  country  by  the  mi¬ 
nifters. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  profeftedly 
wiftied,  he  faid,  both  far  a  change 
of  minifters,  of  the  fyftem  on  which 
government  had  been  conduced, 
and,  he  might  fay,  for  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  conftitution.  His  grace 
quoted  the  papers  on  the  table,  to 
fliow  the  concealment  minifters  had 
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made  of  the  public  expences  to 
enable  them  to  profecute  the  war. 

He  a  lived  if  the  way  to  deftroy 
French  principles,  was  to  ruin  tne 
country  ?  Fie  did  not  think  they 
were  fo  fafcinatlng  as  to  be  dread¬ 
ed.  The  reafon  peace  was  not  re- 
ftored,  truly  was  be  caufe  it  could 
not  be  made  but  on  terms  dilgrace- 
ful  to  thole  minifters  who  had  held 
fuch  lofty  language  during  the  war. 
Flis  grace  then  took  a  view’  of  the 
enormous  taxes,  and  ftrenuoufly 
fupported  the  motion. 

For  it  16 — Againft  it  86. 

May  1 9th,  alderman  Combe  rofe 
to  make  his  promifed  motion  for 
the  difmiftal  of  his  majefty’s  mini- 
Hers.  He  prefaced  his  fpeech  with 
great  diffidence,  and  with  a  deep 
confcioufnefs  of  inability  under¬ 
took  the  difcuffion  of  fo  important 
a  fubject. 

It  was,  he  faid,  the  general  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
as  well  as  that  of  his  conftituents, 
that  the  calamities  which  prefled  fo 
hard  upon  the  people  were  in  a 
great  meafure,  if  not  wholly,  owing 
to  the  minifters  having  plunged  us 
into  the  prefent  war.  He  would 
not  deny  that  at  the  .commence¬ 
ment  it  appeared  to  be  popular,  but 
it  long  had  ceafed  to  be  fo,  and  no¬ 
thing  had  fo  contributed  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  effect  as  the  incapacity 
of  thofe  who  had  carried  it  on.  By 
minifters  it  had  been  declared  to  be 
both  juft  and  neceftary ;  in  both 
thefe  points  he  had  always  differed 
from  them:  but,  even  allowing  that 
it  was  fo,  it  was  reafonable  to  ex¬ 
pert  that  the  public  ftiould  have 
been  informed  of  the  real  or  often- 
fible  ground  on  which  it  had  been 
entered  into  ;  and  furely  in  a  con- 
teft  between  two  great  nations  no¬ 
thing  lefs  could  have  been  expedted. 
In  vain,  however,  had  the  people 
fought  for  fome  fixed  and  fettled 


principle  by  which  their  governors 
had  been  guided ;  fometimes  we 
were  faid  to  fight  for  one  purpofe, 
fometimes  for  another,  and  ftill  we 
were  in  the  dark  !  The  caufe  of  the 
war  in  January  1794  was  “  tb& 
reparation  of  monarchy  in  France A 
That  form  of  government  appeared 
fo  neceftary  for  the  welfare  and  in- 
terefts  of  this  country,  it  was  helc 
out  as  a  fufficient  reafon  for  al 
the  expences  we  might  incur,  anc 
the  calamities  likely  to  attend  it 
This  caufe,  however,  did  not  lom 
remain  :  events  of  the  moft  melan 
choly  nature  rendered  fuch  grouni 
no  longer  tenable ;  it  was  foun* 
neceftary’  to  chufe  a  new  one  ;  am 
the  moft  oftenfible  excufe  and  jufh 
fication  of  minifters  was,  “  inden 
nity  for  the  fcifi  and  fecumty  for  tc 
future This  in  its  turn  was  give: 
up,  and  then  we  were  bound  t 
fight  till  France  was'fettled into  fom 
ftable  government,  capableof  “  mqh 
tabling  the  relations  of  peace  and  am 
tyd*  Alter  that  event  took  plac 
we  were  affured  minifters  worn 
feize  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  n 
gotiating;  and  in  December  179 
a  fort  of  overture  was  made  throu^ 
the  medium  of  Mr.  Wickham,  tl 
fuccefs  of  which  was  too  w( 
known  to  render  recapitulation  n 
ceftary.  Since  that  time  the  vv 
had  continued  with  every  poftib 
degree  of  misfortune  and  difafter 
us  and  our  allies.  We  now  we. 
left  indeed  alone  in  the  conteft,  ai 
the  diftrefles  of  the  country  h 
arrived at  fuch  a  pitch,  as  to  rend 
pieace  effential;  itremainednowor 
to  be  confidered  whether  the  prefe 
minifters,  who  had  fo  rafhly  pre< 
pitated  the  country  into  die  w; 
and  had  manifefted  fuch  incapa 
ty  in  the  conduct  of  it,  were  like 
to  be  more  fuccefsful  in  -obtaini 
that  defirable  bleiling,  tranquilftj 
He  was  perfedlly  of  opinion  w: 
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his  conftituents  that  they  were  not : 
it  required  men  of  greater  minds 
and  more  upright  intentions  to  bring 
about  this  objecft.  He  would  take  up 
no  more  of  the  time  of  the  houfe 
than  by  moving  44  that  an  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  befeech- 
ing  him  to  difmifs  from  his  coun¬ 
cils  his  prefent  minifters,  as  the 
moll  likely  means  of  obtaining  a 
permanent  and  fpeedy  peace. ” 

Sir  William  Milner  laid,  that  in 
feconding  this  motion  he  followed 
the  opinion  of  his  conftituents,  and, 
though  he  defpaired  of  its  fuccefs, 
he  was  convinced,  that  if  the  fenfe 
of  the  people  were  to  be  taken  upon 
he  fubjed,  the  minifters  would  no 
bnger  continue  to  heap  diftreffes 
jpon  the  country. 

•  Mr.  I.  H.  Browne  oppofed  the 
notion  in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
length,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he 
pok  a  view  of  the  whole  conduct 
)f  adminiftration  for  the  laft  twelve 
fears,  and  declared  he  approved  of 
heir  meafures.  The  gentlemen 
vho  had  fpoken  had  both  of  them 
leclared  they  thought  themfelves 
>ound  to  follow  the  inftruclions  of 
heir  conftituents ;  and  as  the  re- 
irefentatives  of  the  two  ffrft  cities 
a  the  kingdom,  their  opinions 
vere  certainly  entitled  to  the  high- 
:ft  refpecft.  He  had,  for  his  own 
)art,  the  honour  to  reprefent  a  very 
>opulous  place  ;  his  conftituents 
:onfifted  of  about  two  thoufand  ; 
n  returning  him  their  reprefenta- 
ive,  they  had  enabled,  him  to  a£t 
or  them  to  the  belt  of  his  judg- 
nent  :  If  his  conftituents  chofe  to 
nftrudl  him,  he  fnould  follow  his 
swn  judgment  if  he  differed  from 
hem  in  opinion ;  and  if  they  were 
lifpleafed  at  this,  they  might  rejedt 
urn  at  the  next  general  election.  He 
herefore  diflented  altogether  from 
he  worthy  alderman  and  the  ho¬ 
nourable  baronet  on  the  fubjedl  of 


obeying  the  inftrudHons  of  his  con¬ 
ftituents.  He  looked  upon  him- 
felf  as  really  an  independent  man, 
and  had  neither  received  nor  foli¬ 
ated  any  favour  from  minifters. 
With  regard  to  the  prefent.  admi¬ 
niftration,  he  thought  the  country’ 
owed  every  thing  to  them:  the 
three  greateft  blefiings  which  could 
be  poffeffed,  liberty,  internal  tran¬ 
quillity,  and  general  profperity  ! 

He  firft  enumerated  the  liberties—* 
that  juries  had  beeninvefted  with  the 
right  which  had  been  difputed,  of 
judging  of  all  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe,  in  point  of  law  as  well  as 
fa df :  it  was  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
prefent  adminiftration,  and  again  ft. 
very  high  and  powerful  authority 
that  the  continuance  of  an  im¬ 
peachment  had  been  carried.  It 
was  under  the  fame  adminiftration 
that  the  bill  fo  obnoxious  to  the 
people  of  Canada  had  been  re¬ 
pealed,  and  a  fyftem  of  freedom 
eftabliftied  in  its  ftead.  Even  the 
abufes  of  liberty  had  been  touched 
with  a  lenient  hand,  and  the  bill 
for  preventing  and  punidling  {edi¬ 
tion  had  been  limited  to  the  term  of 
two  years. 

Mr.  Browne  dwelt  upon  the  in- 
ftances  of  what  he  called  lenity, 
and  then  proceeded  to  notice  the 
fecond  point,  tranquillity,  which, 
.he  faid,  were  fo  clear  from  the  ex¬ 
cellent  meafures  which  had  been 
adopted,  that  it  was  unneceftary  to 
go  farther  into  the  fubjecl.  He 
then  came  to  the  third,  the  general 
profperity  of  the  country.  In  the 
year  17S4  the  prefent  minifter 
came  into  office;  and  from  that 
time  to  1792  no  country  had  ever 
flou riffled  more.  By  means  of  his  fi¬ 
nancial  abilities"  he  railed  the  funds, 
which  he  found  at  64,  during  the 
courfe  of  that  period  to  98.  In 
the  fame  proportion  with  the  funds 
the  trade,  manufactures,  agricul- 
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ture,  and  ingenuity  of  the  country 
Itept  pate  in  their  increafe*— -there 
was  indeed  a  period  to  winch  ne 
muft  now  allude  that  formed  a  pain¬ 
ful  reverfe  :  thofe  evils,  however, 
which  had  caufed  it  were  entirely 
owing  to  the  French  revolution, 
which  had  fuddenlv  rifen  to  a  head, 
and,  like  a  torrent,  burft  every 
.natural  and  artificial  bound,  and 
fwept  away  all  before  it.  It  tnreat- 
ened  definition  to  every  civilifed 
fiate  and  r  gular  government  in 
Europe.  Much,  he  obferved,  had 
been  faid  on  the  poffibiiity  of  avoid¬ 
ing  the  war,  and  great  blame  im¬ 
puted  to  minifters  for  not  doing  fo  : 
he  denied  its  having  been  poffible 
to  avoid  it,  and  attributed  our  pre¬ 
fent  tranquillity  to  the  wii'dom  of 
the  n  ini  hers.  The  French  had 
demanded  the  moft  dreadful  requi- 
fitions  from  every  power  on  the 
continent;  and  the  grand  duke  of 
Tufcany  had  been  obliged  to  fell 
his  jewels  to  raife  the  laft  100,000 
crowns  which  they  had  levied  on 
him.  From  thefe  evils  we  had 
been,  faved  by  thisadminiftration — 
and  could  we  change  it  for  any  fet 
of  men  more  likely  to  be  of  more 
iervice  to  our  real  interefts  ?  No! 
He  took^then  an  average  of  the  bills 
of  inclofurcs  and  canals, during  four 
years  before  the  war  and  the  fame 
period  fmee  its  commencement, 
file  wing  that  they  had  greatly  in- 
created  in  th p  latter.  He  concluded 
bv  giving  his  decided  diflent  to  the 
^notion. 

Aldermen  Curtis,  Anderfon,  and 
Lufhington,  Mr.  Bootle,  and  Mr. 
Brandling  oppofed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Curwen  faid  it  was  common 
for  perfons  in  the  houfe  to  pretend 
that  they  were  right  in  exercifing 
their  own  judgment  in  oppofition  to 
that  of  their  conftituents:  it  was 
his  opinion  that  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  were  not  only  bound  to  iiften 


to  the  inftrudlions  of  their  conft 
tuents  but  to  obey  them  ;  the 
ought  to  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  th 
people,  which  could  not  be  don 
but  by  faithfully  reprefenting  i 
He  confefted  he  had  never  hear 
any  arguments  which  could  cor 
vince  him  that  the  profperity  of  tl 
country  was  at  ail  owing  to  tl 
prefent  adminiftration ;  the  con 
mencement  of  the  war  undoubtedly 
belonged  to  them,  nor  did  they  nt 
gotiate  for  peace  when  a  favourab 
opportunity  preferred  itfelf,  by  tl 
French  being  driven  back  with 
their  territory ;  it  was  obvious  the 
might  then  have  made  better  tern 
than  at  any  other  period,  and  the 
negledt  was  a  futficient  proof 
their  intention  to  interfere  vvi 
the  government  of  France  ;  it  pro 
ed  that  the  war  was,  as  it  had  be< 
called,  a  war  of  kings  againfi  t 
people. 

Mr.  H.  Browne  had  made  t 
paffing  of  the  correfpondence  bi 
and  the  fufpenfion  of  the  habe 
corpus  grounds  of  defence  f 
the  minifters ;  it  was  rather  exti 
ordinary  that  thefe  violations  oft 
liberties  of  the  people  fhould  fe 
oufly  be  urged  in  defence  of  the 
who  had  committed  them.  Fro 
thefe  two  bills  which  had  pafte 
the  country  had  experienced  t 
moft  difaftrous  effects :  the  na 
had  been  diforganized,  anddifaffe 
tion  widely  diffufed,  and,  if  t 
prefent  fyftem  remained,  and  vv 
perfevered"  in,  thefe  difcontei 
would  increafe  till  at  laft  th 
would  burft  forth,  and  carry  all 
fore  them.  He  was  not  for  fuc 
change  as  Ihould  only  have  for 
objedt  the  putting  one  man  into 
place  of  another.  The  influence 
government  muft-ceafe — that  inf 
ence  by  which  the  right  honours 
gentleman  had  created  about  01 
fjalf  of  the  prefent  houfe  of  pec 
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The  meafures  which  minifters  had 
purfued  in  Ireland,  had  reduced 
that  country  to  a  ftate  of  the  great- 
eft  diforder.  Nothing  fhort  of  the 
complete  emancipation  of  the  ca¬ 
tholics,  and  a  thorough  reform  in 
the  representation  of  the  people, 
could  now  prevent  that  kingdom 
irom  being  totally  feparated  from 
us.  He  did  not  believe  the  prefect 
minifters  could  make  peace  for  this 
country;  and  as  the  Situation  of  the 
nation  depended  upon  that  bleffing, 
and  upon  its  being  fpeedily  pro¬ 
cured,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
fupport  the  motion, 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  argued  ftrenu- 
oufly  for  the  difmifl'al  of  the  king’s 
prefent  minifters  ;  the  more  he  re¬ 
flected  upon  the  dreadful  wafte  of 
blood  this  war  had  occahoned  (for 
the  wafte  of  treafure  was  compara¬ 
tively  an  inflgnificant  calamity ) , 
and  of  the  oppofition  he  had  given 
it  for  thefe  four  years  paft,  the  more 
was  he  fatisfied  with  his  own  con- 
dud.  That  the  reftoration  of  mon¬ 
archy  in  France  was  the  objed  of 
the  war,  was  acknowledged  in  the 
proteft  of  lord  Fitzwilliam.  But  it 
had  been  a'fked,  if  you  cannot  truft 
minifters,  whom  will  you  truft  ? 
perhaps  it  might  be  fuppofed  that 
he  would  anfwer,  his  friend  Mr. 
Fox.  This. gentleman  certainly  had 
oppofed  all  the  ads  of  minifters  by 
which  fuch  mifery  had  been  heaped 
upon  the  country  of  thofe  mini¬ 
fters  whofe  incapacity  was  fo  no¬ 
torious  :  and  furely,  in  any  Situati¬ 
on  of  life,  we  fhould  not  be  in¬ 
clined  to  truft  people  who  had  led 
lis  into  difficulties  and  dangers  in- 
ftead  of  thofe  who  had  always 
fought  to  extricate  us  Gentlemen 
pf*rank,  fortune,  and  high  ftation, 
were  daily  requefting  his  majefty  to 
difmifs  his  prefent  minifters.  Only 
ft  fen fe  of  duty  could  make  thefe 
gentlemen  ad  as  they  djd  ;  for  the 
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oppofition  had  nothing  to  allure 
them  with,  nor  the  minifter  to  cor¬ 
rupt  them  by.  For  himfelf,  he 
wanted  neither  place  nor  peniion  ; 
there  was  but  one  thing  which  he 
ardently  requefted  —  it  was  the  re¬ 
ftoration  of  our  excellent  conftitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  William  Adams  thought  this 
was  a  time  to  oppofe  every  motion 
which  tended  to  diminifh  lawful 
authority  or  impede  the  operations 
of  the  executive  power.  All  party, 
all  prejudice,  fhould  be  thrown 
alkie,  and  every  description  of  in¬ 
dividuals  fhould  unite  to  fupport 
the  dignity  of  our  national  charac- 
ter.  Unanimity  was  our  beft  re- 
fource,  added  to  confidence  in  mi¬ 
nifters. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  rofe:  he  begged  to 
advert  to  the  fubjed  which  had 
fo  often  been  dife lifted  —  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  war :  it  was  of  little 
confequence,  he  faid,  which  party 
firft  had  iflued  declarations  ;  the 
queftion  was,  who  had  commenced 
hoftilities.  He  ftated  the  following 
fads  as  reafons  for  affirming  that 
wre  were  the  aggreifors:  the  pro¬ 
hibition  to  export  foreign  corn  to 
Framed  whilft  it  was  permitted  to 
be  fent-to  other  countries;  the 
palling  the  alien  bill  with  a  view 
to  exclude  Frenchmen  from  our 
territories;  the  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  M.  Chauvelin  and  lord 
Grenville,  the  former  of  whom  ap¬ 
peared  as  folicitous  to  preferve 
peace,  as  the  latter  to  difturb  it ; 
and,  finally,  the  difmiftion  of  M, 
Chauvelin,  which  affine,  in  confer 
quence  of  his  ofliciai  fituation  as 
ambaftador,  was,  according  to  the 
treaty  exifting  between  France  and 
us,  to  be  confidered  as  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  Thefe  plain  matters  of 
fad  were  proofs  that  the  cabinet  of 
Sr.  James’s  was  determined  upon  a 
war  with  France,  and  that  France 
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on  her  part  was  amicably  inclined 
towards  Great  Britain.  But,  if  an¬ 
other  proof  were  wanting,  he  ap¬ 
pealed  to  an  occurrence  in  the 
winter  of  1792.  General  Dumou- 
rie^7  wrote  to  the  executive  council 
for  leave  to  feize  upon  Maeffricht, 
without  which  he  could  not  defend 

the  Me  nfe  or  the  territory  about 
,  ^ 

Liege.  This  city  he  propofed  to 
keep  in  his  po  He  Hi  on  during  the 
war,  and  afterwards  to  return  it 
to  the  Dutch,  Us  owners,'  The 
exec i  live  council  refufed  to  com¬ 
ply  witc  his  requeft,  becaufe  an  at¬ 
tack  ipon  the  ally  of  England 
would  give  offence  to  England,  and 
become  a  certain  ground  for  war, 

-  M  - .  Ho'  iouie  then  Hated  all  the 
op  homin'  ies  wuich  mini  Hers  had 
loft  of  making  an  bonorabld  peace: 
When  M.  it  Brun  wrote  to  lord 
Grenviiie  on  the  1 6th  of  April  to 
requeft  a  pafiport  for  M.  Ms  ret, 
who  was  to  come  with  full  powers  to 
terminate  the  horrors  of  war,  not 
even  an  anfwer  was  returned. 
When  the  French  army  was  in  a 
Hate  of  diforganization  at  the  defec¬ 
tion  of  Dumouriez,  we  miybt  have 

V  ' 

offered  ucr-s  which  would  have 
been  accep  tab!  e.  After  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  Valenciennes  we  might  have 
negotiated  advantagebufly  ;  —  in 
Ihort,  with  miniHers,  no  time  was 
proper  for  it  —  they  were  bent  up¬ 
on  the  profecution  of  this  difaftrous 
war,  in  which  they  had  expended 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  milli¬ 
ons,  laid  upon  the  people  annual 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions; 
in  which  they  had  Hied  a  profufi- 
bn  of  Englifli  blood,  without  hav¬ 
ing  attained  one  of  the  objedfs  for 
which  they  profeiTed  to  contend, 
w  as  it  for  Holland  we  had  drawn 
the  fword  ?  Holland  was  no  longer 
our  ally,  but  that  of  our  enemy. 
Was  it  for  the  re-eHablifliment  of 
ynonarchy  ?  We  had  been  com- 
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pelled  to  folicit  a  peace  with  the 
republic  of  France,  to  make  a  tended 
of  reconciliation  to  the  very  men 
who  had’ imbrued  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  that  fovereign  whofe 
death  we  had  been  fo  defirous  to 
avenge.  Had  one  of  our  menaces 
been  carried  into  effedt  ?  We  were 
to  march  to  Paris  and  feize  upon 
the  perfons  of  the  convention  !  w,e 
now  were  preparing  to  defend  our 
own  coafls  againfl  the  invafion  of 
the  fame  enemy.  We  had  encou¬ 
raged  the  nation  to  profecute  the 
war  upon  an  affurance  that  the 
French  were  on  the  verge,  nay  in 
the  very  gulph  of  bankruptcy — 
but  alas !  what  was  the  Hate  of  our 
own  finances  ?  How  low  had  our 
own  credit  been  funk  by  the  dif- 
continuance  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  make  its  accu Homed  pay¬ 
ments  in  fp Li  j  ? 

- Mutato  nomine,  de  te 

Fabula  narratur. 

He  appealed  laflly  to  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  ;• — Did  they 
wilh  to  extricate  the  country  from 
a  ruinous  war,  and  enfure  to  them- 
felves  the  bleffings  of  a  folid  peace? 
let  them  addrefs  the  king  for  a  re¬ 
moval  of  his  miniHers.  Did  they 
wifli  to  repair  their  fluttered  fi¬ 
nances  ?  Jet  them  addrefs  the  king 
for  the  removal  of  his  miniHers. 
Did  they  with  to  reHore  the  Britifh 
conHitution?  —  he  concluded  with 
the  only  method  of  doing- it  —  ad¬ 
drefs  the  king  for  the  removal  of 
his  miniHers. 

Mr.  Dent  thought  that  before  the 
houfe  could  adopt  the  prefent  mo¬ 
tion,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  know 
who  thofe  gentlemen  were,  to  whom 
it  was  wi fhed  that  the  adminiHration 
of  public  affairs  fliould  be  commit¬ 
ted.  He  lamented  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate  affertions  had  been  con¬ 
verted  into  accufations,  particularly 

when 
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when  minifters  were  charged  with 
occafloning  the  difcontents  of  the 
feamen  and  the  difturbances  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

Mr.  N.  Jeffreys  faid  he  would 
anfwer  one  queftion  by  another: 
it  had  been  demanded,  if  the  pre- 
fent  minifters  were  difmifled,  where 
Ihould  we  find  others  ?  He  replied, 
where  could  we  poffibly  find  worfe  ? 

Mr.  Ellifon  profefled  to  fpeak 
as  an  independent  member  for  a 
refpedable  city  (Lincoln).  He  al¬ 
ways  liflened  to  the  advice  of 

>  , 

his  conftituents  with  deference, 
claiming,  at  the  fame  time,  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  ailing  from  his  own  opi¬ 
nion.  He  could  not  think  this  was 
the  proper  feafon  for  agitating 
questions  for  reform,  and  bringing- 
charges  againft  minifters :  it  would 
be  like  attempting  to  reform  a  fa¬ 
mily  when  their  houfe  was  befet 
with  thieves  and  robbers.  Unani¬ 
mity  at  home,  and  valour  abroad, 
was  the  beft  mode  of  obtaining 
peace  for  the  country. 

Mr.  C.  Sturt  execrated  the  con- 
duff  of  minifters  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms  for  their  having  plunged  the 
country  into  the  miferies  of  war < — 
their  having  cheated  the  nation  of 
their  money  by  pretended  overtures 
of  peace- — their  abominable  expe¬ 
dition  at  Quiberon  —  enlifting  pri- 
foners  who  were  notorioufly  at¬ 
tached  to  republicanifm,  to  re-efta- 
blifh  monarchy  in  France' — their 
facrificing  millions  of  money  at 
St.  Domingo,  and  the  flower  of  the 
Britifh  army- — their  oppofing  the 
juft  claims  of  our  gallant  protestors, 
the  failors.  [Here  he  was  called  to 
order.]  But  Mr.  Sturt  declared,  no 
cries'  of  order,  whilft  he  was  not 
di  (orderly,  fliould  deter  him  from 
delivering  his  fentiments  ;  and  all 
the  fuccefs,  nay,  the  very  exiftence 
•©£  the  country,  depended  on  the 
fupporf  of  the  prefent  motion. 


Mr.  Pierrepont  averred  that  nei¬ 
ther  political  prediled  ions  nor  party- 
views  in  the  leaft  influenced  his 
vote  ;  he  had  much  to  lofe  —  and  the 
motion  under  difcuflion  was  of  a 
tendency  to  introduce  confufiom 
and  to  hazard  property. 

Mr.  Burdon  could  not  but  think, 
he  faid,  that  the  difmiflal  of  mini¬ 
fters  was  a  meafure  which  would 
retard  rather  than  accelerate  peace, 
and,  inftead  of  allaying  the  prefent 
ferment  in  the  public  mind,  kindle 
and  foment  difturbances.  Viewing 
it  in  this  light,  he  had  nothing  to 
add  but  his  negative. 

The  queftion  was  loudly  called 
for.  Ayes  59,  noes  242,  majority 
183. 

Tuefday,  the  30th  of  May,  the 
duke  of  Bedford  rofe  to  make  a 
motion  for  taking  into  confide- 
ration  the  ftate  of  the  nation. 
The  fubftance  of  his  excellent  ' 
fpeech  was  as  follows.  Our  cala¬ 
mities,  he  faid,  were  great,  and  the 
extent  of  them  unexampled.:  in 
dating  their  caufes  he  mu  ft  necef- 
farilv  advert  to  the  conduct  of  mi¬ 
nifters ;  it  was  not  his  inclination 
but  his  duty  he  muft  confult  in  go¬ 
ing  over  this  painful  part  of  the 
fubjed.  But  he  did  not  mean  to 
draw  inferences,  only  to  lay  before 
them  fads.  It  had  been  faid,  this 
was  a  war  for  the  prefervation  of 
law,  religiou,  and  morality — a  war 
in  defence  of  our  liberty,  our  con- 
ftitution,  and  cur  property.  What 
was  the  ftate  of  our  property  now  ? 
had  our  laws  been  ameliorated?  On 
the  contrary,  had  not  the  beft  of 
them  been  fufpended,  and  others 
made  againft  that  very  liberty 
which  we  were  faid  to  fight  in  de¬ 
fence  of?  But  it  was  for  the  pre¬ 
fervation  of  religion.  Alas !  did 
we  exped  to  proted  the  altar  by 
furrounding  it  with  blood,  or  to  fe- 
cure  it  from  violation  by  piling  it 
-  with 
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with  carca&s  of  the  dead  ?  Had  we 
fup ported  morality  by  this  war  ? 
What  examples  could  we  produce  ? 
the  king  of  Pruffia  ?  the  dungeons 
of  Olmutz  ?  ©r  could  it  be  difco- 
vered  in  the  conduft  of  thofe  petty 
tyrants  who  buzzed  about  us  when, 
they  had  hoped  for  fuccefs,  and 
difappeared  when  our  cafe  became 
defperate  ? 

His  grace  then  went  over  the 
negotiations,  much  condemning  mi-  ' 
niters  in  making  Belgium  a  fine 
qua  non,  when  the  bank  was  me¬ 
naced,  and  the  public  credit  in  im¬ 
minent  danger.  He  next  called  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  flate 
of  our  finances ;  the  annual  amount 
of  the  new  taxes  was  feven  millions 
aud  a  half,  but  he  believed  that  a 
very  considerable  additional  fum 
would  be  requifite  to  cover  the 
whole  expence  which  h  d  been  in¬ 
curred.  Should  the  war  continue 
three  months  longer,  or  for  the, 
whole  of  the  year,  three  millions 
more  mud  be  raifed  to  defray  the 
intereft  of  the  debt  which  it  had 
created.  N©  one  year  had  the  peo¬ 
ple  yet  borne  the  burden  of  more 
than  three  millions,  Jfo  that  the 
dreadful  weight  of  feven  and  a  half 
annual  tax  never  yet  experienced, 
muft  be  added  to  the  preflure  under 
which  they  already  groaned  !  It 
was  a  principle  of  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution  that  the  country  fhould  be 
apprifed  as  early  as  podible  of  the 
burdens  which  they  were  to  fup- 
port ;  and  it  had  been  the  boaft  of 
the  prefent  minider  that  he  had 
obferved  it  —  Purely  without  foun¬ 
dation.  Our  difficulties,  our  dan¬ 
gers,  and  pur  expences,  had  been 
concealed  till  they  could  not  be  hid 
any  longer,  and  our  date  was  de¬ 
plorable.  There  were  feveral  points 
©n  which  his  grace  laid  he  was 
obliged  to  curtail  his  obfervations, 
efpecially  upon  the  correspondence 


between  the  chancellor  and  the 
bank.  From  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1795?  the  bank-directors  were 
"frequent  and  earned  in  their  re- 
mondrances  to  him  ;  they  remind¬ 
ed  him  of  the  advances  which  they 
had  made  to  government,  and  his 
promifes  of  payment  : — they  dated 
the  amount  of  their  advances  on  the 
treafury  bills  to  be  between  two 
and  a  half  and  three  millions. 
Thefe  reprefentatiqns  were  uni¬ 
formly  anfwered  with  promifes  that 
the  fubjeft  of  complaint  fhould  be 
remedied,  and  the  advances  repaid  : 
but  they  never  were  performed, 
and  new  applications  for  frefh  ad¬ 
vances  were  made.  On  the  6th  of 
Auguft  the  chancellor  applied  for 
an  advance  of  two  millions  and  a 
half  on  the  confolidated  fund,  pre¬ 
tended  the  utmoft  concern  for  the 
bank,  and  exprefied  his  furprife  that 
the  directors  could  once  imagine 
that  its  intereft  w’as  a  lefs  objedfc 
with  him  than  with  them.  The 
event  proved  his  fincerity.  The 
directors  again  acceded  to  his  de¬ 
mand,  on  the  exprefs  condition, 
Jiowever,  that  i,ooq,oqo1.  fhould 
be  paid  on  account  of  their  advance 
on  the  treafury  bills  in  the  month 
of  October,  a  proportion  in  April, 
and  that  the  amount  of  them  fhould 
never  exceed  500,000k  -r-a  regula¬ 
tion  to  be  adopted  in  November. 

All  thefe  conditions  were  neg*. 
leafed,  the  remonftrances  defpifed, 
and  the  amount  continued  to  adr, 
vance.  They  continued  to  warn 
him  of  the  fatal  confequenees  of  the 
drain  of  cafh  to  the  emperor,  a  pel  . 
the  ruin  which  muft  enfue  from 
fuch  a  fvfrem.  But  he  was  indif¬ 
ferent  to  warnings  and  folicjtations, 
procured  advances  upon  renewed 
pgomifes  which  he  continued  t<? 
break,  and  on  conditions  which  he 
never  performed  ;  and,  if  the  whole 
correfpondenc£  between  the  charv 
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seller  and  the  bank,  to  the  very 
moment  when  he  was  compelled  to 
Hop  payment,  did  not  excite  the 
indignation  of  the  houfe,  his  grace 
laid  he  defpaired  of  adding  any 
thing  to  its  influence.  The  bank 
of  England  was  reduced  to  the  fitu- 
ation  of  Hopping  payment,  and 
public  credit  expofed  to  utter  ruin, 
to  fupply  an  expenditure  which 
parliament  had  not  fandtioned,  to 
'fupport  the  mifehievous  ich  ernes 
and  wafteful  prodigality  of  mini- 
flers.  Had  the  real  object  of  the 
war  been  fairly  avowed,  or  the  cx- 
pence  dated,  peace  would  long  be¬ 
fore  now  have  been  concluded. 
The  laws  which  had  palled  on  pre¬ 
sence  of  preferring  tranquillity  was 
another  proof  of  the  pernicious 
fvftem  on  which  miniflers  had 
adted.  But  for  the  mold  Hriking 
illuHratisn  of  their  wretched  policy 
we  needed  but  to  look  at  Ireland. 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  had  been  fent  out 
as  lord  lieutenant,  as  was  under- 
Hood,  upon  the  wife  and  falutary 
plan  of  making  thofe  conoeiSons 
which  would  fatisfy  the  expe<Ha.- 
tions  of  the  people :  he  was  deceived 
by  miniflers,  and  facrifieed  to  their 
injudicious  meafures.  He  went 
out  to  carry  into  execution  a  fy¬ 
Hem  dear  to  the  willies  of  Irifhmen. 
Lord  Camden  went  out  to  direft  a 
plan  far  different,  and  avowedly 
hoflile  to  that  on  which  the  people 
pf  Ireland  had  fixed  their  hearts. 
What  had  been  the  confequence  ? 
Every  attempt  to  coerce  had  fpread 
more  widely  the  fpirit  of  difcon- 
tent  ;  blind  perfeverance  in  coer¬ 
cion  had  heightened  difeontent  in¬ 
to  difaffeHion,  and  endangered  the 
connexion  of  the  two  countries. 
At  home  alfo,  we  had  much  to  re¬ 
gret  under  the  conduct  of  mini¬ 
flers.  The  firfl  appearances  of  dan¬ 
gerous  events  he  did  not  mean  tp 
attribute  to  them ;  but  he  ufiuft  ai- 
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lude  tothediflurbances  of  the  navy, 
in  order  to  perform  his  duty  to  his 
country.  Silence  would  add  to  the 
mifehief.  When  the  mutiny  firft 
broke  out,  the  faUors  made  de¬ 
mands,  many  of  which  were  rea- 
fonable  in  every  body’s  opinion; 
iome  of  them  were  not  fo.  It  was 
certain  that  the  admiralty  made  of¬ 
fers  to  certain  requefts  which  were 
rejeHed,  and  afterwards  raifed  tneir 
offers,  and  the  agreement  was  made. 
What  had  been  granted,  was  only- 
thought  to  be  jufl;  and  minifters, 
in  offering  lefs  than  they  afterwards 
granted,  proved  that  they  could  not 
judge,  or  did  not  act  with  upright- 
nefs :  thefe  were  examples  of  inca¬ 
pacity  which  they  had  mmifefted. 
He  had  already  Hated  the  evils 
which  their  meafures  had  pro¬ 
duced  ;  and  he  now  afked,  if  the 
Englifh  were  determined  to  devote 
their  country  to  deftnuftion?  [Here 
there  was  a  great  cry  of  “  Hear ! 
hear  }”]  His  grace  proceeded  :  u  I 
gome  with  as  great  an  interefl  as 
any  man  in  the  houfe  in  the  fafety 
of  the  country.  Will  you  leave  its 
affairs  to  men  who  have  already  in¬ 
volved  you  in  complicated  calami¬ 
ties  r  J  entreat  your  lordfhips  to 
refleH  upon  oqr  Hate  as  a  nation  ; 
that  you  would  devife  feme  means 
of  avoiding  the  complete  ruin  with 
whigh  we  are  threatened  :  and  I 
therefore  move  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  preferred  to  his  majefty, 
earn  eft  ly  foliating  him,  by  dif- 
miffrng  his  prefent  fervants,  to  give 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  ftrong- 
efl  proof  of  his  difapprobation  of 
that  fyftem  of  treachery  by  which 
their  difeontents  have  been  fofter- 
ed,and  of  his  maj'efty’s  intentiosi  of 
fecuring  the  connexion  between 
the  kingdoms,  by  extending  to  men 
of  all  deferiptions  in  that  oppreffed 
country  the  bleffings  of  the  confti- 
tution  under  which  they  were  born ; 

^nd 


SL20 


BRITISH  AND 


and,  finally,  to  difmifs  thofe  rni- 
nifters  from  his  prefence,  for  ever, 
whofe  meafures  had  impaired  the 
liberties,  and  whole  extravagance 
had  injured  the  property  of  his 
fubjedb :  to  reftore  the  fpirit  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution,  and  to 
adopt  fuch  a  fyftem  of  retrench- 
ment  as  was  alone  confiftent  with 
the  profperity  of  his  exhaufled  peo¬ 
ple.” 

Earl  Strange  (duke  of  Athol)  a- 
greed,  that  the  prefent  crifis  call¬ 
ed  for  exertion;  but  the  meafure 
moved  by  the  noble  duke  was  not 
calculated  to  meet  the  exigency  of 
the  times.  Into  the  condu£t  of 
the  chancellor  refpedting  the  bank 
he  did  not  mean  to  inquire — but  he 
■was convinced  that  a  fatisfaclory  ex¬ 
planation  could  be  given  of  every 
part  of  it.  In  reply  to  the  queftion, 
“  What  had  we  gained  by  the  can¬ 
ted?”  we  had  gained,  he  laid,  the 
privilege  of  fitting  and  debating  in 
that  houfe ;  and  if  we  had  not  en¬ 
tered  into  the  war  with  France, 
neither  he  nor  the  noble  duke 
would  have  been  peers  of  the  realm. 
Of  the  fedition  and  treafon  adds, 
though  he  acknowledged  them  to 
be  infringements  to  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  upon  the  conftitution,  he  ap¬ 
proved,  as  meafures  dictated  by  ur¬ 
gent  neceflity.  He  oppofed  the 
addrefs,  as  tending  to  detradf  from 
the  energy  of  government — to  un¬ 
hinge  the  adminiftration — and  even 
to  unhinge  the  country. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  rofe  ;  and, 
after  taking  a  review  of  our  wealth, 
our  manufadlures,  our  military 
force,  our  naval  power,  and  the  pro¬ 
fperity  of  England  till  the  year  1 792, 
he  reviewed  with  much  apparent 
concern  the  picture  of  our  prefent 
ftate.  Great  Britain  (faid  his  grace) 
is  at  this  moment  ftript  of,  or  de¬ 
ferred  bv,  every  ally  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  which  could  bring  any  effen- 


tial  aid.  The  bank  of  England, 
owing  to  the  molt  fatal  negledt  of 
the  lords  of  the  treafury  concern¬ 
ing  the  circulating  fpecie  of  the 
kingdom,  when  many  fchemes 
might  have  been  propofed,  probably 
to  prevent,  certainly  to  leffen,  the 
evils  which  had  happened  —  the 
bank  had  received  a  wound  which 
could  not  be  remedied  ;  our  credit, 
a  blot  that  could  not  be  expunged; 
his  grace  faid  he  meant  the  effedf 
of  the  order  of  the  council.  His 
next  fubjedt  of  regret  was  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  ;  which  without  many  con- 
flidfs,  without  a  battle  fought,  be- 
fides  the  millions  laviftied  there, 
proved  to  be  a  grave  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  troops  fent  thither  ;  the 
numbers  of  officers  and  men  who 
had  fallen  vidtims  to  the  climate, 
exceeded  what  would  be  credited, 
and  their  relatives  had  to  thank  the 
wild  projedi  of  an  incompetent  mi- 
nifter,  who  might  calloufty  affert, 
u  fuch  was  the  chance  of  war  !”  He 
did  not  dare  acquaint  their  lord- 
fhips  to  what  a  fmall  remnant  the 
regular  infantry  of  England  was  re¬ 
duced.  He  knew  what  it  was,  and 
mentioned  it  as  a  warning  to  the 
lord  in  office  that  he,  with  his  col¬ 
leagues,  might  not  be  weakening 
this  defence  ftill  farther,  by  em¬ 
ploying  them  on  more  fatal  pro- 
jedrs  when  it  ought  to  be  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  all  meafures  to  give  fecuri- 
ty  at  home.  The  navy  afforded 
a  frefli  proof  of  the  want  of  fagaci- 
tv  in  adminiftration.  Who  but 
‘thefnfelves,  did  not  fee  the  neceffi¬ 
ty  of  aflifting  the  feamen,  when,  at 
the  moment  of  the  high  price  of  pro- 
vilions,  confiderable  indulgences 
had  been  granted  to  the  foldiers  ?  As 
to  Ireland,  that  kingdom  was  to  be 
confidered  in  fo  critical  a  ftate,  that, 
u  nl els  there  was  a  temperate  reform  in 
parliament,  and  a  full  emancipation 
of  the  catholics,  with  a  total  change  of 
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the  men  who  now  conduced  the 
affairs  in  that  country,  we  foon 
fhould  fee  it  added  to  the  lift  of  re¬ 
publics  which  our  fatal  meafures 
had  been  the  caufe  of  erecting  all 
over  Europe  :  but  with  this  confe- 
quence- — if  a  revolution  took  place 
in  Ireland,  it  inevitably  would  pro¬ 
duce  a  revolution  in  Great  Britain. 
To  prevent  thefe  evils,  there  was 
but  one  effective  remedy,  which  he 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  their  lord fhi ps — a  par¬ 
liamentary  reform  ;  without  which 
our  conftitution  would  flip  from 
under  us.  There  were  not  wanting 
people  who  might  fay,  thefe  difaf- 
ters  had  befallen  us  by  chance  ;  but 
(continued  his  grace)  let  us  not 
condemn  chance  for  our  fituation 
or  our  fufferings,  but  the  minifters 
who  were  now  before  us,  and  had 
brought  us  hither.  Their  lordfhips 
had  to  this  day  given  them  their 
fupport;  but  let  them  give  it  no 
longer :  wifclom  was  never  more 
confpicuous  or  amiable,  than  in  the 
acknowledgment  of  error  —  but  all 
afiiftance  beftowed  on  the  fame  mi¬ 
nifters  from  this  moment  ought  to 
be  beftowed  openly,  and  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public,  that  it  might  in¬ 
volve  the  perfon  with  the  minifter 
in  the  guilt  of  every  future  fatal 
projedh  For  himfelf,  he  protefted, 
that,  fo  far  from  abetting  the  perni¬ 
cious  councils  which  had  brought 
on  the  downfall  of  the  empire,  he 
had  endeavoured  by  conftitutional 
means  to  avert  them.  If  this  mo¬ 
tion  was  to  be  received  with  the 
fame  cold  indifference  'which  had 
had  been  fliewn  in  common  times, 
and  if  the  fame  confidence  was 
continued  to  the  minifters,  he 
fhould  not  think  it  necefiary  to 
trouble  the  houfe  with  his  remarks 
again.  But  before  he  retired  to 
fortify  his*  own  mind  againft  the  ap¬ 
proaching  calamities*  and  prepare 
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his  family  for  what  they  would 
probably  have  to  undergo,  it  was  a 
duty  incumbent  upon  him  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  his  fovereign  the  reafons  for  his 
conduct,  flattering  himfelf  that  he 
fhould  be  allowed  that  gracious 
hearing  which  his  majefty  had  fo 
often  given  to  one  from  whofe  lips 
he  never  heard  but  the  di dates  of 
the  heart,  as  fincerely  as  they  were 
now  delivered  to  their  lordfhips. 

Lord  Romney  faid,  he  differed 
from  the  noble  duke  in  every  fen- 
timent,  except  the  fincerity  which 
he  profefled.  He  aflerted  that  the 
war  was  necefiary,*  and  had  not 
been  difaftrous.  One  paffage  in  the 
propofed  motion  might  produce, 
he  thought,  the  moft  pernicious 
confequences :  fpeaking  of  the 
people  of  Ireland ,  he  mentioned  their 
being  “  an  opprejfed  people.”  What 
would  they  fay,  if  this  addrefs  was 
voted,  and  the  fentiments  of  that 
houfe  made  known  as  fuch  upoa 
the  fubjedt  ?  He  contended  that 
our  ally,  the  emperor,  was  faithful 
and  magnanimous— -that  the  muti¬ 
ny  on  board  the  fleet  was  owing  to 
French  intrigues — and  that,  if  the 
failors  would  be  true  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  we  might  defy  the  combined 
attack  of  every  nation  upon  earth. 

The  earl  of  Guildford  attributed 
the  aggregate  fum  of  our  calamities 
to  the  mif-condudt  of  minifters,  nor 
could  there  be  any  hope  of  peace 
without  their  difmiffal.  To  all  the 
other  effedts  which  the  propofed 
meafure  would  produce,  would  be 
added  a  corredtion  of  the  extra¬ 
vagance  in  blood  and  treafure  for 
which  the  prefen t  adminiftratiori 
had  been  diftinguifhed.  He  be- 
feeched  their  lord  (hips  to  weigh 
well  the  fide  on  which  they  gave 
their  approbation  this  evening.  It 
was  an  important  cribs*  big  with 
the  fate  of  empires. 

The  earl  of  Suffolk  fupported 
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the  motion  as  a  ftep  towards  the 
falvation  of  the  country.  It  was 
as  idle  as  falfe,  to  affirm  that  Eng¬ 
land  did  not  at  this  time  fuffer  from 
the  mo  ft  alarming  diiorders  which 
only  could  be  remedied  by  chang¬ 
ing  men  and  meafures.  If  thole  in 
power  yet  denied  the  exiftence  of 
fuch  circumftances  in  England,  let 
them  turn  their  eyes  to  Ireland, 
where  would  be  found  a  great  deal 
to  fear  and  to  lament.  He  pro¬ 
duced  a  letter  from  a  private  friend 
of  his  own,  in  which  it  was  ftated, 
that  Ireland  was  nearly  in  an  in- 
furretftion :  but  the  earl  of  Weft* 
moreland  calling  him  to  order,  and 
cenfuring  the  impropriety  of  giving 
the  opinion  of  any  private  indivi¬ 
dual  upon  that  fubjecft,  the  earl  of 
Suffolk  declined  proceeding  with 
the  letter. 

The  marquis  of  Landfdowne 
expreffed  furprife,  that  .minifters 
would  not  give  the  public  any  fa- 
tisfa<5lion  upon  fubjebls  fo  intereft- 
ing  to  the  country  ;  and  that  they 
carried  their  fecrecy  fo  far,  as.  to 
puc  a  negative  upon  information  v 
offered  from  another  quarter.  The 
prefent  calamities,  he  faid,  might 
all  be  traced  to  their  myfterious 
eondmft,  and  it  had  uniformly 
proved  mifchievous  to  the  commu¬ 
nity.  As  he  wilhed  rather  to  hear 
than  to  fpeak,  he  had  come  down 
on  that  day,  prepoffcffed  with  an 
idea  that  forme  notice  would  be 
given  by  the  minifters,  that  a  nego¬ 
tiation  had  commenced  between 
this  country  and  France.  Had  this 
been  announced,  he  ftiould  have 
been  filent;  though  he  confeffed 
he  had  no  ground  for  the  fuppofi* 
tion  but  public  report.  He  was 
Utterly  at  a  lofs  to  divine  what 
could  retard  fuch  overtures :  we 
had  no  longer  the  opening  of  the 
Scheldt  to  refill ;  the  fate  of  the 
Low  Countries  was  decided:  dq- 
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ferted  by  our  allies,  we  only  had  la? 
confider  our  own  intereft  ;  and  the 
caufe  therefore,  to  him,  Was  inex¬ 
plicable.  He  trufted  they  had  not 
the  madnefs  to  make  Auftria  renew 
the  cdnteft.  He  remembered  its 
having  been  ftated,  that  it  was  im- 
poffibie  for  the  king  of  Sardinia  to 
deferf  us.  It  had  been  faid,  that 
the  minifters  of  his  Pruffian  majef- 
ty  were  the  beft  in  Europe!  When 
he  himfelf  had  mentioned  the  fend¬ 
ing  a  fubiidy  to  the  king  of  Pruffia/ 
minifters  had  exclaimed,  44  Db  you 
call  it  a  fubfidy  ?  it  is  a  cheap  (Eco¬ 
nomical  contrail.”  The  marquis 
obferved,  we  had  had  plenty  of 
fuch  contrafls ;  whether  the  Pruf¬ 
fian  was  an  (Economical  one  or  not* 
he  could  not  pretend  to  fay ;  per¬ 
haps  it  was  cheaper  than  thofe  en¬ 
tered  into  in  St.  Domingo.  He 
expected  to  have  heard  that  the 
bank  of  Vienna,  upon  the  return  of 
peace,  would  have  refumed  its  pay¬ 
ments,  and  that  not  only  the  inte¬ 
reft:  of  the  money  we  had  lent  to 
the  emperor  would  have  been 
pun&ually  paid,  but  that  the  capi¬ 
tal  would  have  been  gradually  liqui¬ 
dated.  Not  one  word  had  the  no¬ 
ble  kcretary  uttered  upon  this 
point :  he  even  fmiled  at  having 
cheated  the  country  out  of  fix  mil¬ 
lions  of  money  —  and  it  deferved  to 
be  fo  cheated,  whilft  it  fubmitted  to 
be  taxed  in  light  and  in  air,  without 
one  remonftrance !  As  to  pro- 
fpe£ls  of  peace,  he  confeffed  he  had 
the  fin  of  believing  that  the  French 
government  were  always  inclined 
to  pacification,  and  he  recommend¬ 
ed  it  to  the  minifters  to  make  a  de¬ 
claration  thatjthey  were  willing  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  ;  which,  if  it  ferved  no  other 
purpofe,  would  at  leaft  folve  a  pro¬ 
blem  which  had  never  yet  been 
folved — what  had  been  the  real  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  war.  Fie  adverted  with 
much  fe verity  on  their  filence 
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wfifen  their  meafures  were  attacked, 
and  on  the  mvftery  in  which  they 
involved  every  thing  belonging  to 
the  country.  He  reminded  their 
lordlhips,  that  about  two  years  ago 
he  had  frated  the  neceffity  of  refor¬ 
mation  in  the  navy,  but- without 
fuccefs.  He  declared  upon  the 
bed:  authority  of  the  mod  enlight¬ 
ened  men  in  Ireland,  that  coun¬ 
try  was  then  placed  in  a  filia¬ 
tion  of  imminent  danger.  He 
could  not  exprefs  in  a  manner  too 
forcible  the  evils  likely  to  arife 
from  the  fvftem  purfued  by  his  ma« 
jefty’s  prefent  minifters.  They 
were  laying  the  f#tmdation  of  ani- 
molity  between  both  kingdoms,  by 
fending  over  troops  thither.  He 
concluded  his  fpeech  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  given  by  M.  Necker  to  kings 
on  the  fubjeCl  of  coercion  :  Wife 
fiatefmen  ftronglv  advifed  them  ne- 
ver  to  provoke  the  people;  to  avoid 
with  the  utmoft  caution  coercive, 
and  adopt  conciliatory,  meafures, 
even  in  cafes  of  the  moft  preffing 
nature,  as  the  moft  effectual  to 
make  their  fubjedls  comply  with 
their  juft  views,  and  reconcile  them 
to  a  ftate  of  tranquillity.” 

Lord  Grenville  affirmed,  that  the 
tone  of  diftrefs  imputed  to  the 
country  began  and  ended  with  the 
lords  who  fupported  the  motion. 
Were  the  queftion  to  be  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  he  faid,  it  would 
impart  to  him  the  moft  ferious  con¬ 
cern  ;  not  on  account  of  his  own 
perfonal  eafe  or  fafety,  but  that  he 
fhould  be  prevented  from  giving 
his  efficient  fupport  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  government  for  the  happinefs 
of  the  whole  community.  If,  in 
fa£I,  the  minifters  had  ever  oppofed 
thofe  noxious  political  principles 
which  aimed  at  the  fubverfion  of 
all  regular  governments,  they  were 
called  upon  at  the  prefent  moment 
to  continue  with  additional  firmnefs 


that  oppofjtion.  With  refipeft  to 
the  fubfidies  made  to  Pruffia,  on 
which  the  marquis  of  Lanfdowne 
had  been  fo  pointedly  fevere,  he 
fhould  merely  obftrtfe,  that  it  was 
the  beft  mode  of  hiring  troops  for 
public  fervice.  As  to  our  alliance 
with  Auftria,  could  any  one  'afterf 
with  juftice,  that  we  had  not  gain¬ 
ed  by  that  proceeding  great  and 
fucceffive  advantage  to  the  real  inv 
terefts  of  the  nation  ?  It  feemed  to 
be  confidered  by  thofe  who  fup¬ 
ported  the  motion,  that  the  removal 
of  minifters  would  be  grateful  to  the 
public  mind;  but  would  it  be  equally 
fo,  that  thefe  lords  fhould  occupy 
their  places?  The  prefent  minifters 
had  prevented  that  anarchy  to  which 
the  language  of  the  oppofition  im¬ 
mediately  tended,  but  which  he 
had  not  heard  before  now  expreffed, 
nor  expected  to  have  heard  in  that 
houfe.  A  reform  of  parliament 
was  a  chief  meafure  propofed.  For 
himfelf,  he  objected  to  that  inno¬ 
vation  as  a  complete  alteration  of 
our  conftitution.  He  had  even  op¬ 
pofed  a  temperate  reform ;  but  this 
now  offered  for  difcuffion  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  objectionable — it  went  to 
pluck  up  by  the  roots  every  right 
planted  by  the  conftitution :  it 
would  exchange  every  election  over 
the  kingdom  into  the  nature  of  a 
Weftminfter  election— with  which 
every  one  of  their  lordfhips  was  ne- 
ceffarily  acquainted.  Parliament' 
did  not  poffefs  fo  unlimited,  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  power  as  to  authorife 
fuch  a  reform;  and  if  the  flood¬ 
gates  were  once  opened  to  inno-r 
vation,  the  torrent  .of  anarchy 
would  fpread  fo  forcibly  and  fo 
wide,  that  it  would  not  be  in  the 
power  of  their  lordftiips,  by  oppos¬ 
ing  their  feeble  hands  as  a  barrier  to 
deftruCtion,  to  prevent  the  confti¬ 
tution  from  being  overwhelmed  in 
ruin. 
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The  duke  of  Leeds  entreated 
both  Tides  in  the  moft  earned:  man¬ 
ner,  to  proceed  calmly  in  a  difcuf- 
fion  which  involved  in  itlelf  confe- 
quences  of  the  utmoft  importance. 
He  thought  the  noble  fecretary  had 
made  the  conftitution  depend,  as  it 
were,  upon  the  continuance  of  the 
prefect  minifters  in  office,  rather 
than  on  its  own  intrinfic  merit. 
He  did  not  afTert  that  thefe  mini- 
Iters  were  intentionally  wicked,  but 
he  could  not  help  confidering  them 
as  peculiarly  unfortunate.  His 
grace  difapproved  of  parliamentary 
reform. 

Lord  Grenville  protefted,  that  if 
the  motion  merely  concerned  the 
removal  of  minifters,  he  ftiould  not 
have  rifen  to  oppofe  it;  but  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  objedt  was  to  promote 
not  a  change  of  men,  but  a  revolu¬ 
tion  in  the  country. 

j 

The  earl  of  Moira  denied  that 
the  motion  was  of  a  perfonai 
nature;  and  vindicated  the  noble 
duke  who  made  it  on  conftitution- 
al  grounds.  He,  for  one,  was 
not  difpofed  to  afcribe  to  mini¬ 
fters  that  profperity  which  arofe 
from  the  energy  of  our  merchants. 
Their  genius  and  enterprifing  fpirit 
would  ever  carry  the  country  to 
the  height  of  glory,  if  adminiftra- 
tiou  did  not  put  bars  in  their  way. 
The  motion,  indeed,  was  meant  to 
inflift  a  penalty  on  miniftry  for  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  the  war.  It  had  been 
oppofed,  left  the  conftitution  fiiould 
be  overturned  —  but  this- was  a  fal¬ 
lacious  and  pernicious  mode  of  ar¬ 
gument,  becaufe  then  all  our  pre¬ 
fent  evils  and  difafters  would  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  government,  not  mini¬ 
fters  ;  and  the  fubveriion  of  it 
might  infidioufiv  be  pointed  out  as 
the  only  remedy.  Of  Ireland  he 
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wifhed  to  fpeak  with  caution  : 
when  the  catholics  had  ftiown  their 
lovaltv  at  the  time  that  the  French 
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were  off  Bantry  Bay,  the  Irifh  go¬ 
vernment,  under  the  influence  of 
the  Britifli  cabinet,  helitated  in  re¬ 
filling  them  a  community  of  pri¬ 
vileges.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
it  was  not  too  late  to  conciliate ; 
but  this  could  not  be  done  by  half 
meafures :  minifters  muft  fpeak  out 
fairly  and  explicitly,  and  not  leave 
a  loop-hole  for  fufpi-cion.  He  de¬ 
nied  the  affairs  of  Ireland  being  fo¬ 
reign  to  the  Britifh  cabinet ;  and 
therefore,  fhould  a  convulfion  hap¬ 
pen  in  that  country,  it  would  be 
but  juftice  to  inflidt  punifhment  up¬ 
on  thofe  on  this  fide  of  the  water 
who  had  not  laboured  to  avert  con- 
fequences  fo  ruinous.  He  con¬ 
cluded  with  lamenting  the  {lumber 
into  which  the  hoiife  had  fallen  in 
this  feafon  of  danger. 

Earl  Spencer  objected  to  the  mo¬ 
tion  on  the  fame  ground  with  lord 
Grenville.  It  was  connected  with 
a  change  of  meafures  which  would 
prove  ruinous  to  the  country  ;  and 
if  cur  fituation  was  really  danger¬ 
ous,  every  one  Ihould  fupport  the 
conftitution. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  was  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  the  fecretary  affert, 
that  there  were  fundamental  rights 
of  the  people  which  the  parliament 
could  not  take  away  :  what  (faid  his 
grace),  not  after  repealing,  in  fadf, 
the  bill  of  rights,  and  ftriking  at 
fome  of  the  moft  valuable  and  in- 
difputable  privileges  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ? 

The  queftion  being  called  for, 
the  lord  chancellor  rofe.  He  faid, 
the  drift  of  the  motion  was  not  on¬ 
ly  to  criminate  minifters,  but  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  new  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  under  the  pretence  of  a  par¬ 
liamentary  reform  ;  that  it  tended 
to  disfranebife  all  corporations,  to 
empower  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
uncreate  their  creators,  and  deftroy 
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nade  them  members  of  parliament, 
Che  term  freeholder  had  hitherto 
-een  the  pride  of  the  belt  part  of 
le  nation  ;  but  by  the  plan  pro¬ 
ofed,  this  was  to  give  way  to  the 
lore  favourite  appellation  of  pot- 
oilers ;  it  would  cut  up  by  the 
jots  whatever  entered  into  the  na¬ 
me  of  franchife-property  or  privi- 
;ge,and  introduce,  inftead,  the  prin- 
iple  of  an  agrarian  law.  He  afked 
le  duke  how  he  would  like  the ap- 
lication  of  this  do&rine  to  his 
wn  eflates  ?  He  reminded  him  of 
11  which  had  happened  in  France 
1  the  years  1 7S9  and  1790.  There, 
was  obfervable,  that  thofe  who 
rere  foremoft  in  the  revolution!  f- 
ig  the  country,  fell  amongfl  the 
rft  vidfims  of  the  pernicious  prin- 
iples  they  had  laboured  to  infuie. 
le  entreated  their  lordfhips  to 
aufe,  and  confider  the  tendency 
f  the  motion,  and  then  did  not 
oubt  their  ftrenuous  difapproba- 
on  of  it. 

The  duke  of  Bedford,  after  an 
ifervation  on  the  uncandid  pro- 
ceding  of  fpeaking  after  his  reply, 
snied  the  interpretation  put  upon 
ie  plan  of  reform  ;  and  pointed 
at  the  fallacy  of  comparing  the 
e&ive  franchife,  a  right  pof- 
:ffed  by  individuals  for  the  good 
f  the  whole,  to  private  pro- 
srty.  Were  votes  to  be  confider- 
1  as  private  property  becaufe  they 
ere  bought  and  fold  ? .  It  was  a 
ght,  which,  fo  far  from  being  in- 
ired  by  being  extended,  would  be 
nproved,  becaufe  extenfion  would 
ive  efficacy.  But  whatever  ob- 
Rions  there  mHht  be  to  the  bill 
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ley  were  no  arguments  again!:  its 
ttrodu&ion,  fince  it  was  meant  to 
e  printed,  and  left  open  for  dif- 
.iffion.till  next  year. 

The  hopfe  divided,  contents  12; 
on  contents  65. 

May  26.  Mr,  Grey  moved  a 
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reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people.  He  laid,  he  was  fenfibie 
he  thus  expofed  himfelf  to  many 
uncharitable  imputations;  and  if 
in  refilling  the  deftrudive  fylem 
of  minifters,  he  with  his  friends 
had  been  accufed  of  a  will  to  gra¬ 
tify  perfonal  intereft  and  private 
ambition,  of  a  wanton  defire  to 
thwart  the  executive  government, 
they  could  not  in  the  prefen t  in- 
laiice  expeft  to  efcape  fimilar,  or 
fill  more  odious,  imputations. 

His  fpeech  was  of  confiderable 
length,  and  he  lated  with  much 
ftren'gth  of  argument  and  brillian¬ 
cy  ol  language  our  former  profpe- 
rity,  and  our  prefect  diftre!es;.  He 
folemnlv  affirmed,  that  he  fought 
not  to  alter  any  part  of  the  confti- 
tution  ;  his  foie  objedt  was,  to  ob¬ 
tain  for  the  people  a  full,  fair,  and 
free  reprefentation  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.  He  willed  our  efta- 
bliliment  liould  remain  as  it  was, 
compofed  of  king,  lords,  and  com¬ 
mons.  He  propofed  that  the  coun¬ 
ty  reprefentation  liould  continue 
nearly  upon  the  fame  footing — < 
there  were,  however,  a  few  altera¬ 
tions  which  he  thought  might  take 
place  :  inlead  of  ninety-two  coun¬ 
ty  members  which  there  were  at 
prefent,  there  liould  be  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirteen  ;  for  inlance,  in¬ 
ftead  of  two  for  the  county  of 
York,  there  liould  be  two  for  each 
riding,  and  fo  in  other  counties 
where  the  prefent  reprefentation 
was  not  proportionate  to  the  extent 
of  the  population. 

In  order  to  put  an  end  to  com- 
prornifes,  &c.  each  county  or  rid¬ 
ing  liould  be  divided  into  grand 
divifions,  each  of  which  liould  Re¬ 
turn  one  reprefentative.  The  next 
propoltion  he  had  to  make  was 
in  the  qualifications  of  eltHors. 
Inftead  of  confining-  the  right  of 
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election  to  freeholders,  as  it  now 
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was,  it  {hoiild  be  extended  to  co¬ 
py  hoiders  and  leafeholders,  who 
were  bound  to  pay  a  certain  annu¬ 
al  rent,  a  certain  number  of  years. 
But  the  reform  which  he  had  to 
propofe  in  the  other  branch  of  re¬ 
presentation,  was  of  a  much  more 
extenfive  nature.  It  was,  that  the 
remaining  four  hundred  members 
Ihould  be  returned  by  one  defcrip- 
tion  of  perfons,  which  were  houfe- 
holders.  If  it  were  poffible,  one 
perfon  Ihould  not  be  permitted  to 
vote  for  more  than  one  member  of 
parliament.  In  order  to  prevent 
expenfe,  the  poll  ought  to  be  taken 
through  the  whole  kingdom  at  one 
time :  this  was  the  outline  of  his 
plan  — to  Bate  that  it  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  at  firft  with  exadtnefs,  or 
was  not  liable  to  difficulties,  would 
be  prefumptuous  and  abfurd;  but 
lie  flattered  himfelf  there  would  be 
found  no  infuperable  or  funda¬ 
mental  objections  to  it.  The  land- 
owner  would  find  his  property 
fuitably  reprefented,  the  merchant 
fupport  in  the  houfeholders,  and 
men  of  refpedfability  and  talents  in 
the  different  profeffions  would  find 
a  fair  door  open  for  admiffion  into 
parliament.  The  only  perfons 
whom  he  wifhed  to  exclude  from 
that  houfe,  were  men  who  were 
neither  poiTeffed  of  landed  proper¬ 
ty,  nor  engaged  in  commercial  en- 
terprife,  nor  profeffors  of  any  parti- 
ticular  fcience,  and  who  without 
property,  without  induffry,  and 
without  talents,  obtained  feats  in 
the  houfe  t>f  commons  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  great  men,  for  the 
purpofe,  -not  of  confulting  the 
good  of  the  people,  but  of  promot¬ 
ing  their  own  interefts.  The  mem¬ 
bers  would  then  hold  their  feats, 
not  on  the  balls  of  univerfal  fuf- 
frage,  but  of  univerfal  representa¬ 
tion.  The  qualification  would  be 
fo  fixed,  that  no  man,  however 


mean,  might  not  hope  by  honefl 
induftry  and  fair  exertions  to  raift 
himfelf  to  diftindtion.  And  ht 
begged  to  obferve,  that  a  man  ar 
rived  at  the  reipedtable  fituation  o 
being  a  father,  and  confequentl} 
m after  of  a  family,  having  giver 
hoftages  as  it  were  to  fociety,  a 
an  affurance  of  his  intereft  in  it 
welfare,  was  not  unworthy  of  ; 
Ihare  in  the  legillation  of  his  coun 
try.  If  the  reform  in  the  repre 
fentation  w'as  adopted,  but  not  o 
therwife,  the  duration  of  parliameu 
Ihould  be  limited  to  three  year* 
One  objection  had  always  bee 
made  to  fimilar  motions,  viz.  thr 
it  was  an  improper  time  to  agitat 
thequeftion:  fo  far  from  this  ap 
pearing  of  any  weight,  to  hin 
the  time  was  one  of  the  gre: 
inducements  to  bring  it  forwarc 
In  profperity  we  were  told  th; 
there  was  no  need  of  reform :  an! 
though  Mr.  I'itt  at  one  time  had  coi 
tended  for  its  neceflity,  if  we  woul 
Hum  the  recurrence  of  the  evils  c 
the  American  war,  he  quite  forg<i 
his  promife  on  coming  into  powe 
We  were  now  in  a  ftate  very  f 
from  profperity  :  calamity  had  fu 
ceeded  calamity,  and  every  effo 
of  the  friends  of  their  country  he 
been  ineffectual  in  Hemming  tl 
tide  of  its  misfortune;  for  bimft 
he  Ihould  defpair  of  any  ende 
vours  which  he  could  make  aft 
this  night  being  fuccelsful,  ai 
though  he  always  would  be  prefe 
to  vote  for  or  againft  meafur 
which  might  be  prejudicial  to  l 
conftituents,  he*  would  not  aga 
trouble  the  houfe  with  his  obferv 
tie  ns. 

Mr.  Erskine  feconded  the  m 
tion,  and  with  all  the  powers  of  e! 
quence,  with  all  the  knowledge  a; 
perfpicuity  which  the  fubjedt  3 
quired,  he  pointed  out  the  advaj 
tages  it  was  calculated  to  produc 
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.and  its  confiftency  with  the  princi- 
pies  of  the  conftitution. 

In  entering  into  an  examination 
whether  the  prefent  conftitution  of 
the  houfe  fulfilled  its  office  in  the 
government,  it  was  neceffary,  he 
laid,  to  reflect  what  the  office  and 
character  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
really  was  in  genuine  theory,  and 
original  practice  :  its  office  was  to 
balance  the  other  branches  of  the 
government,  to  watch  with  jealoufy 
over  the  executive  power,  which 
for  the  ends  of  good  and  aCtive  fu- 
perintendence  ought  to  be  ftrong 
and  powerful,  to  protect  the  popu¬ 
lar  privileges  againft  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of ariftocratic  influence;  and 
uniefs  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
fufficient  to  maintain  this  charac¬ 
ter,  it  was  a  branch  of  the  confti¬ 
tution  cut  off:  the  principle  of  go¬ 
vernment  was  loft,  and  the  people 
had  no  more  political  exiftence 
than  flaves  who  groaned  under  the 
fcourges  of  defpotic  power.  That 
the  houfe  once  fulfilled  this  office, 
was  certain  ;  that  our  liberties  were 
eftabliflied  by  its  couftant  exercife 
was  acknowledged  :  we  could  re¬ 
collect  with  pride  and  triumph  the 
glorious  exertions  of  our  fathers 
within  thofe  walls,  when  tyranny, 
century  after  century,  was  com¬ 
bated  and  defeated,  and  the  free¬ 
dom  of  England,  and  of  the  world, 
was  eftabliflied.  It  mav  he  afked, 
wherefore  was  it,  that  when  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  its  prefent 
frame  had  fo  balanced  the  crown, 
and  fo  reared  up  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  from  infancy  to  matu- 
•  ** 

rity,  we  were  called  upon  to  reftore 
it  to  its  original  purity  and  vigour  ? 
Whv,  in  fuch  a  moment  of  clanger 
and  ciifgrace,  was  it  requifite  to  al¬ 
ter  what  had  for  ages  pa  ft  accom¬ 
pli  {he'd  the  pnrpofes  of  its  inftitu- 
tion  ?  Becaufe  the  circumjlances  of 
w  ft  nation  were  no  longer  the  fame.  „ 
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Whilft  the  Englifh  were  engaged 
in  a  ftruggle  for  their  liberties  a- 
gainft  an  arbitrary  executive,  aCt- 
ing  by  prerogative,  and  not  by  cor¬ 
ruption,  it  was  enough  that  there 
was  a  houfe  of  commons.  Who¬ 
ever  fent  the  members,  they  had, 
when  affembled,  a  common  inte- 
reft  with  the  whole  body  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  Common  danger  united  them 
againft  the  crown,  and  thev  had 
nothing  wherewith  to  buy  off  indi¬ 
viduals  from  the  performance  of 
their  duty  to  the  whole.  When 
the  crown  could  not  buy  this  houfe 
it  was  driven  to  curb  its  privileges. 
This  made  the  houfe  as  one  man  ; 
and  the  representatives  often  or  of 
ten  thoufand  had  the  fame  fpirit 
and  the  fame  interefts  on  all  politi¬ 
cal  objeCls.  Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  if 
illuftration  was  neceffary,  we  had 
only  to  look  back  to  the  ftruggles 
of  the  commons  during  the  reigns 
of  the  Stuarts ;  there  we  might  be¬ 
hold  it  in  its  genuine  office  and 
character,  reflecting  the  image  of 
the  conftituent  body,  partaking  its 
feelings,  and  contending  with  firm* 
nefs  and  wifdom.  againft  every  en¬ 
croachment  of  the  crown.  But  hu¬ 
man  inftitutions  were  not  made  for 
immortality ;  they  mull  change 
with  the  infenftble  changes  in  hu- 
man  affairs,  or  perilh  by  violence. 
The  revolution  of  1688  was  a  glo¬ 
rious  aera  in  the  conftitution  of 
England:  it  eftabliflied  the  true 
principle  of  all  political  conftitu- 
tions,  in  maintaining  the  immuta¬ 
ble  right  of  the  people  to  correCt  its 
government  —  but  unfortunately# 
too  little  care  was  taken  to  guard 
againft  abufes  fo  corrected.  Thefoiv 
midable  prerogatives  of  the  fove- 
reign  were,  indeed,  reduced  within 
the  bounds  of  a  juft  executive  author 
rity,  and  limited  by  the  ftriCt  letter 
of  the  laws.  But  the  terror  and  jea¬ 
loufy  of  the  people  were  quieted 
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by  this  victory,  and  the  fediicing 
dominion  of  venal  influence  dole 
upon  us  in  its  dead,  bedowing  a 
more  fatal  authority  than  ever  ex- 
jfted  in  the  moil  arbitrary  periods 
of  government.  The  crown,  in- 
flea^  of  being  balanced  and  curbed 
in  this  houfe,  had,  during  the 
greater  part  of  this  century,  erect¬ 
ed  its  Aandard  within  thofe  walls, 
and  thrown  the  privileges  of  the 
people  into  the  fcate  of  the  prero¬ 
gative,  to  govern  the  nation  at  plea- 
fare.  So  far  was  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  from  being  any  controul  up¬ 
on  it,  that  it  was  the  great  engine 
of  its  power.  Appearing  to  a6t 
with  the  confent  of  the  people, 
through  their  reprefentatives,  yet 
in  fa  ft  carrying  on  a  lyftem  which 
the  mod  abfolute  prince  in  our 
hiftory  could  not  have  fattened 
upon  England  for  centuries  pail. 
The  celebrated  judge  Blackftone, 
with  all  his  leanings  to  the  crown, 
had  confefied,  that  fuch  a  fyhem 
could  not  have  been  intended  by 
our  patriot  anceilors,  who  Aruggled 
to  curb  the  prerogative,  but  by 
an  unaccountable  want  of  fore- 
fight  had  eftablifhed  a  principle 
more  dangerous  in  its  dead*  So 
faid  lord  Chatham,  flr  G.  Saville, 
and  lord  Camden  ;  fo,  laftiy,  faid 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
himfelf  (Mr.  Pitt),  and  he  would 
not  have  faid  fo  in  vain,  had  he 
honourably  perfevered  in  that  glo¬ 
rious  courfe,  which  was  the  pledge 
and  promife  of  his  youth  to  his 
country  and  to  the  univerfe.  Mr. 
Erfkine  declared,  that  he  did  not 
bring-  this  to  the  memory  of  the 
houfe  for  the  purpofe  of  perfonal 
infult  and  mortification,  but  to  add 
the  authority  of  the  minifler’s  un» 
derftanding  to  the  other  great  ones 
he  had  cited.  Pie  begged  the  houfe 
to  judge  of  his  opinion  then,  as  it 
Bands  on  record— Whatever  ai- 
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terations  time  may  have  introduc¬ 
ed,  this  chara£ter  can  never  be  fuf- 
tained  unlefs  the  houfe  of  commons 
be  made  to  bear  fome  Ramp  of  the 
aftual  difpofltion  of  the  people  at 
large.  It  would  be  an  evil  more 
natural  and  tolerable,  that  it  fhould 
be  iiifefted  with-  every  epidemical 
pbrenfy  of  the  people,  as  this  would 
indicate  fome  consanguinity,  fome 
fympathy  of  nature  with  their  con¬ 
diments,  rather  than  be  wholly  un¬ 
moved  by  their  opinions  and  feel¬ 
ings.  By  this  want  of  fympathy 
they  would  ceafe  to  be  a  houfe  of 
commons ;  for  it  is  not  the  deriva¬ 
tion  of  the  power  of  that  houfe 
from  the  people  which  makes  it,  in 
a  didintf:  fenfe,  their  reprefentative. 
for  the  king  is  the  reprefentative  of 
the  people,  lo  are  the  lords,  and  fo 
are  the  judges  ;  all  are  their  truflees  ^ 
as  well  as  the  commons,  becaufe 
no  power  is  given  for  the  foie  fake 
of  the  holder ;  and,  although  go¬ 
vernment  certainly  is  an  inditution 
of  divine  authority,  yet  its  forms, 
and  the  perfons  who  adminider  it, 
originate  from  the  people.  A  po¬ 
pular  origin  . cannot,  therefore,  be  a 
popular  reprefentative,  which  be¬ 
longs  equally  to  all  parts  or  go¬ 
vernment,  and  in  all  forms.  Tnc 
virtue,  fpirit,  and  ejfence  of  a  houfe  of 
commons  confft  in  its  being  the  exprefs 
image  of  the  feelings  of  the  nation •  It 
was  not  inftituted  to  be  a  controul 
upon  the  people,  as  of  late  it  had 
been  taught,  but  a  controul  for 
them.  A  vigilant  and  jealous  eye 
over  executory  and  judicial  magi¬ 
stracy —  an  anxious  care  of  public 
money  —  an  ear  open  to  public 
complaint — thele  are  the  true  cha- 
rafteriltics  of  an  houle  of  com¬ 
mons.  But  an  addrejfng  houfe  of . 
commons,  and  a  petitioning  nation',  a 
houfe  of  commons  full  of  confidence , 
'when  the  nation  is  plunged  in  defpair  t 
in  the  ytmojl  harmony  with  ra'infers 
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whom  the  people  regard  with  abhor * 
-ence;  who  vote  thanks  when  the  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  calls  upon  them  for  im¬ 
peachment  ;  who  are  eager  to  grant , 
when  the  general  voice  demands  rec¬ 
koning  and  account ;  who  in  all  di¬ 
lutes  between  the  people  and  admini¬ 
cle  at  ion  decide  agahrfi  the  people ; 
iv ho  punijh  their  df orders,  hut  refufe 
to  inquire ■  into  their  provocations,  this 
is  an  unnatural,  a  monjlrous  Jlate  of 
things  in  this conjlitutiond  And  this 

(continued  Mr.  Erlkine)  is  the  de¬ 
graded  and  di (graceful  date  of  this 
aflembly  at  this  moment.  There 
was  a  time,  when  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  admitted  this  to  be 
:he  truth.  He  confefled,  during 
:fce  American  war,  what  he  now 
denies,  in  order  to  maintain  the 
:aufe  of  his  own  war.  It  had  been 
faid,  that  the  American  was  at  fir  ft 
:he  war  of  the  people;  it  was  fo, 
is  every  act  of  government  would 
De  popular  which  began  from 
he  people’s  representatives,  in¬ 
lead  of  the  crown.  The  crown 
ecures  all  the  men  of  influence, 
Property,  and  confideration  in  par- 
iament,  and  they  carry  the  people 
vith  them  until,  they  are  brought 
it  laft  to  their  lenfes  by  calamity 
md  impending  ruin.  By  the 
;rown  having  in  its  hands  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of.  our  mighty  revenue, 
ogether  with  the  manner  in  which 
he  members  of  the  houfe  were 
hefted,  the  houfe  of  commons  had 
orally  loft  its  original  office  and  cha- 
*a£ter  as  a  balance  aginft  the  crown. 
By  the  concurrence  of  accidents, 
•arher  than  by  the  operation  of  per¬ 
manent  caufes,  great  events  of  the 
vorld  were  brought  to  pafs.  The 
eeds  of  reformation  came  up  at 
irft  but  {lowly,  but  they  had  been 
:arefully  gathered  and  re-(own  by 
he  right  honourable  gentleman 
dmfelf.  ■  “  That  which  a  man 

oweth  flnall  he-alfo  reap.”  It  was 


in  vain,  at  the  head  of  a  corrupt 
government,  that  he  now  endea¬ 
voured  to  reprefs  the  doctrines 
which  himfelf  had  propagated,  or 
to  extinguish  the  popularity  of  a  re-' 
form  in  parliament,  without  which 
he  had  himfelf  folemnly  maintain¬ 
ed  that  the  liberties  of  this  nation 
were  undone.  The  only  cure  for 
the  evils  of  government  was,  to 
make  it  what  it  had  been  in  the 
days  of  our  fathers,  when  it  pre¬ 
fer  ved  the  freedom  of  the  people,., 
and  was  crowned  with  their  love 
and  veneration.  Upon  that  found 
principle,  Mr.  Grey  had  brought 
forward  his  former  motion  in  the 
year  1793,  which  Mr.  Erfkine  faid 
he  confidered  it  his  duty  to  fecond* 
as  he  was  now  ieconding  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  this  night;  that  they  then 
-thought  as  they  thought  yet,  that 
the  only  mode  of  giving  a  fafe  di¬ 
rection  to  a  lpirit  turbulent  in  the 
demand  of  liberty,  was  to  give  to 
Englifnmen  the  fubflantial  ble(T- 
ings  of  their  own  government.  The 
fureit  antidote  again  ft  thofe  vifion- 
ary  and  dangerous  theories  which 
conftantly  fpring  up  from  the  heat 
of  revolutionary  movements,  was 
to  hold  out  to  "the  people  the  real 
advantages  which  the  Britiih  con- 
ftitution  it  its  native  purities  was 
calculated  to  beftow — to  raife  a 
ft  a  n  d  a  r  d ,  arou  n  d  w  hi  chtheloversof 
Englifli  liberty  might  proudly  rally, 
which  would  fecure  allegiance,  not 
by  terror  (which  always  tails  in  the 
moment  of  peril),  but  by  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  folid  happinefs,  by  the 
return  of  lenient  laws,  of  perfonal 
feeurity,  and  the  pofleflion  of  the 
fruits  of  their  own  induftry,  which 
now  were  fqueezed  to  the  very 
bulks  by  the  grinding  machinery 
of  an  overwhelming  revenue.  This 
was  the  propofition  fet  forth,  and 
rejected.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman,-  not  contented  with  a- 
P  3  poftatifing 
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poftatifing  from  the  principles  he 
had  often  profeffed,  refilled  them 
in  a  fpirit  and  language  of  the  lof- 
tieft  pride  and  arrogance,  which 
had  fince  received  their  juft  rebuke 
in  difgrace  and  humiliation  -  but 
unfortunately  this  once  great  na¬ 
tion  had  alio  been  humbled  and 
degraded.  The  caufe  of  reform 
was  to  be  pv  t  down,  and  all  who 
maintained  it  were  to  be  ftigma- 
tifed,  perfecuted,  and  oppreffed. 
The  reformers  had  mixed  with 
their  caufe  an  enthufiafm  for  the 
liberties  of  France,  and  for  that 
reafon  the  liberties  of  France  were 
to  be  crufned.  But  the  infolence 
with  which  the  changes  of  the  rif- 
ing  world  were  denounced  within 
thofe  walls,  was  an  awful  leffon  to 
mankind.  It  had  taught  us,  that 
there  was  an  arm  fighting  againft 
the  opp  eftors  of  freedom,  ftronger 
than  any  arm  of  iiefh,  and  that  the 
great  progreftions  of  the  world,  in 
fpite  of  the  confederacies  of  power 
and  the  confpiracies  of  corruption, 
moved  on  with  a  fteady  pace,  and 
would  arrive  in  the  end  at  a  glorious 
confummation.  The  ol  jc£f  of  mi- 
nifters,  it  feems,  was  to  maintain 
the  fubordi  nation  of  the  laws,  to. 
uphold  pub.ic  credit,  and  preferve 
the  regular  fv  ftem  of  things.  What 
had  been  the  confequence  ?  In  this 
new  mode  of  fupport.ing  mona*  chi-. 
caleftabliflimentSjthey  had  a bfol late¬ 
ly  changed  .and  were  hourly  chan¬ 
ging  into  republican  eftabiilhments 
the  whole  face  of  the  earth;  in  rap¬ 
port  of  public  credit,  they  had 
broke  the  bank  ;  in  purfuit  of  pub¬ 
lic  order  they  were  driving  Ireland, 
as ( America  formerly  was  driven,  to 
feek  emancipation  in  the  arms 
of  France;  and  if  the  prefent  fyftem. 
was  not  overt  Mi  ned,  Ragland  would 
fhortly  be  what.  Ireland  was.” 

We  regret  that  it  is  not  within 
limits  of  this  work  to  prefent 


to  our  readers  the  whole  of  Mr, 
Erfkine’s  fpeech;  the  fubftance  of 
its  remaining  part  was  ah  exa¬ 
mination  whether  the  plan  pro- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Grey  was  likely  to  • 
produce  the  practical  benefits  we  . 
defired  ;  and  if  it  was,  whether  the 
prefent  was  a  fit  moment  for  making 
any  alteration  in  the  conftitution  ot 
our  government  ?  Refpedting  the 
former,  Mr.  Erfkine  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  beneficial:  . 
the  houfe  of  commons,  he  fald, 
ought  to  emanate  from  the  people, 
and  this  plan  attained  the  object 
with  latety  ;  the  reprefentation  of 
land  would  continue,  only  be  more 
equally  extended  and  widely  dif- 
fufed.  No  good  reafon  could  now 
be  affigned  for  excluding  copy-r 
holders  from  the  right  of  voting ; 
their  eftates  only  differed  from  free¬ 
holds  in  the  mode  of  conveyance, 
and.  the  privileges  of  lords  were  no 
longer  what  they  had  been  in  feu* 
dal  times.  They  were  not  privk 
leres  of  property,  but  merely  con- 
nefted  with  authenticity  of  title, 
Leaftholders  of  a  certain  value,  and 
for  a  certain  term  which  amounts 
to  property,  wrere  in  the  fame  fitua- 
;  tion.  Inhabitants  and  houfeholders 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  through  all 
t^-eir  ranks  and  gradations,  com¬ 
pleted  the  fyftem  of  rational  repre¬ 
sentations  How  could  a  people  be 
better  deferibied  t  Who  would  pre-. 
tend  to  fay,  that  the  mailers  of  fa¬ 
milies,  houfeholders,  every  one  of 
whom  had  iome  relation,  fume  tie, 
fome  members  cf  a  little  circle 
round  his  fire-fide  to  whom  he  was 
.attached,  had  no  flake  in  the  public 
fare,  and  were  unworthy  to  enjoy, 
political  rights?  Such  a  body  of 
conftituents  would,  to  a  confidera- 
ble  extent,  remove  the  difgracefui 
practices  which  elections  now  ex-, 
hibited.  Suffrages  were  fometimes 
bartered  foj*  money,  for  a  place,  fop 
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.  ribband,  for  the  mod  trifling  con- 
iderations.  To  remedy  thefe  abufes, 
nake  the  electors  vote  each  in  their 
>articular  parifhes :  they  would 
hen  come  with  calmnefs  to  exer- 
ife  the  moil  important  of  political 
jrivileges,  and  weigh  maturely  up- 
>n  whom  they  were  to  devolve  the 
piardianfhip  of  their  civil  rights. 
>uch  a  plan  would  have  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  univerfal  fuffrage  with- 
>ut  any  of  its  defedts ;  properly 
'peaking,  indeed,  it  was  a  univer- 
al  right  of  fuffrage,  becaufe  all 
yho  were  not  included  in  it  might 
)e  faid,  without  a  figure,  to  be  vir- 
ualiy  reprefented.  All  the  people 
n  their  various  degrees  were  repre¬ 
sented,  if  not  perfonally,  in  the  per- 
ons  of  their  fathers  or  their  neared 
dndred,  and  bound  in  every  feei¬ 
ng  as  well  as  every  intered  which 
irofe  out  of  focial  exidence  to  fup- 
3011  an  aflembly  proceeding  from 
fuch  an  univerfal  national  will ; 
whereas  the  perfonal  inclufion  of 
;very  individual  might  givfe  an  un¬ 
due  influence  inconfident  with  the 
true  fpirit  of  independent  elections. 
Mankind  have  a  right  to  be  well- 
governed,  but  they  can- have  no 
fight  to  infid  upon  any  mode  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  very  end  pro-’ 
bofed.  The  fyftem  laid  before  the 
houfe  was  practicable ;  it  had  no 
endency  to  diforganife  focietv,  or 
0  (hake  the  edablilhments  .of  the 
nation. 

Mr.  Erfkine  then  di  feu  fled  his 
laft  point  — (i  was  the  prefent  a 
moment  fit  for  making  any  a  itera¬ 
tion  in  the  government.”  He  pro- 
feffed  to  t i- j ink.  it  Angularly  and 
critically  feafonable,  and  that  thofe 
who  denied  it  would  lay  the  fame 
hold  on  profperity  if  the  fame  mo¬ 
tion  were  propofed  on  the  return 
of  peace.  That  which  men  were 
determined  to  oppofe  from  a  cor 
rupt  intered  in  abufe,  they  would 


equally  oppofe  at  all  times,  though 
dilfimilar  occafions  would  be  alter¬ 
nately  11  fed  as  pretences.  It  had 
been  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Burke  (whofe  extraordinary  ta¬ 
lents  had  fince  been  fo  mifemploy- 
ed  in  fupporting  prejudices,  and 
dilfufing  errors  which  had  been  fa¬ 
tal  to  all  Europe) — it  had  once  been 
his  opinion,  “  that  the  criterion 
which  more  than  all  the  red  diftin- 
gui (lied  a  wife  government  from  an 
adminidration  weak  and  improvi¬ 
dent  was  this,  well  to  know  when 
and  in  what  manner  to  yield  what 
it  was  impoflible  to  keep,  Early 
reformations  were  amicable  com- 
promifes  with  a  friend  in  power. 
Late  were  terms  impofed  upon  a 
conquered  enemy.  Early  refor¬ 
mations  are  made  in  cool  blood ; 
late  are  made  in  a  date  of  inflam¬ 
mation.  In  fuch  a  date  the  people 
fee  in  government  nothing  refpeft- 
able;  they  will  look  at  the  griev¬ 
ance,  and  they  will  look  at  nothing 
elfe :  like  a  furious  populace  pro¬ 
voked  by  the  abufes  of  a  hoid’e  of 
ill  fame,  they  no  longer  think  of 
regulation ;  they  go  to  work  the 
fhorteft  way  ;  they  abate  the  nui- 
fance,  they  pull  down  the  edifice.” 
Th  is,  faid  Mr.  Erfkine,  is  a  fort  of 
epitome  of  univerial  hi  dory  ;  above 
all,  of  the  times  we  live  in.  From 
the  rejection  of  thefe  maxims  of 
policy  and  prudence,  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  Europe  fall  into  ruin  by 
fud  len-  violence,  indead  of  being 
infenfiblv  altered  by  peaceable  re¬ 
formation.  To  this  caufethe  inde¬ 
pendence  of  America  is  to  be  a- 
feribed  ;  in  the  beginning  (he  fought 
only  the  reafonable  privileges  of  a 
dependent  community  ;  we  refufed 
to  look  at  her  grievances  while 
they  were  curable,  and  America 
was  feparated  from  us  for  ever. 
He  proteded  he  faw  no  alter¬ 
native  between  an  immediate  re - 
P  4  .  form 
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form  and  a  revolution  involving 
this  country  in  blood  and  perdition. 
We  were  now  in  the  moft  perilous 
predicament  ;  government  called 
upon  the  people  for  greater  exer¬ 
tions  than  at  former  times;  bur¬ 
dens  which  appeared  infupportable 
and  impracticable  even  in  fpecula- 
tion,  were  now  to  be  endured,  and 
carried  into  effedt ;  this  muff  be 
done  by  affection  or  coercion,  and 
this  was  the  moment  for  the  choice. 

u  Grant,  (faid  he)  to  the  people 
the  blefiings  of  the  conflitution,  and 
they  will  join  with  ardour  in  its 
defence ;  raife  a  flandard,  around 
which  the  friends  of  freedom  may 
rally,  and  they  will  be  attracted  by 
the  feelings  of  confidence  and  of  at¬ 
tachment.  It  will  unite  all  who 
are  divided,  and  create  a  general 
fpirit  to  bear  up  againfl  the  cala¬ 
mities  impending. 

Mr.  chancellor  Pitt  Hated  his 
reafons  for  giving  his  decided  ne¬ 
gative  to  the  motion.  The  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  who 
had  introduced  it  had  difclaimed 
very  diflindllv,  and  as  far  as  he 
went  very  fatlsfadtorily,  all  thofe 
abflradl  principles  of  imprefcribable 
right  on  which  thofe  without  doors 

s-* 

had  reded  the  propriety  of  their 
demand,  and  upon  which  alone 
they  would  be  contented  with  any 
fpecies  of  parliamentary  reform; 
but  in  declaiming  thefe  views  upon 
the  fubjedf,  he  had  not  Hated  all 
tire  confiderations  by  which  the 
conduct  of  a  wife  flatefman  was  to 
be  regulated,  and  the  judgment  of 
an  upright  fenator  to  be  guided. 
The  queftion  was  not,  whether 
feme  alteration  might  not  be  at¬ 
tended  with  advantage,  but  whether 
the  degree  of  benefit  might  be 
worth  tne  chance  of  the  mifehief 
it  probably  or  poffibly  might  in¬ 
duce,  The  danger  of  introducing 
an  evil  of  a  much  greater  magni- 
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tude  than  that  we  were  defirous 
to  repair  muH  be  confidered,  and 
how  far  it  was  prudent  to  give  an 
opening  to  principles  which  aimed 
at  nothing  lefs  than  the  annihila¬ 
tion  of  the  conflitution. 

The  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Er- 
fkine)  had  remarked  fomewhat  in 
fldioufiy,  that  thofe  who  former¬ 
ly  fupported  parliamentary  reform, 
had.  fovvn  the  feeds  of  eagernefs  for 
it,  which  were  now  difplayed 
to  which  he  anfwered,  that  it  was 
no  inconfiflency  to  forego  a  prefent 
advantage  for  a  future  benefit,  or 
to  avoid  impending  evils:  was  it 
not  better  to  endure  fome  little  in¬ 
convenience  rather  than  hazard  the 
annihilation  of  a  fyHem  under 
which  this  country  had  flourifiied 
in  its  profperity,  by  which  it  had 
been  fupported  in  its  adverfity,  and 
acquired  energy  and  vigour  to  re- 
cover  from  the  diitrefles  which  it 
had  endured  ? 

This  moderate  reform  was  pro- 
pofed,  to  feparate  thofe  whom  fuch 
a  plan  would  fatisfy,  from  men 
who  would  be  fatisfied  with  none  ; 
but  who  by  this  means  would  only 
labour  with  more  iuccefs  to  fubvert 
the  whole  conflitution.  Men  who 
con  id  treat  parliament  as  ufurpa- 
tion,  and  monarchy  as  an  invafion 
of  the  rights  of  man,  would  not  re¬ 
ceive  that  reform  which  was  not  a 
recognition  of  their  right,  and  which 
they  would  conceive  as  vitiated  if 
conveyed  in  any  other  flfape.  Mr. 
Pitt- affirmed,  that  there  was  no  call 
upon  the  houfe  to  adopt  this  mea- 
fure,  in  order  to  fatisfy  men  friend- 
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lv  to  moderate  reform,  for  inch  men 
had  not  exprefifed  any  wifli  upon 
the  fubjedti  Before  the  practical 
expediency  was  dife  tided,  the  prac¬ 
tical  necelfitv  rauft  be  eflablifhed. 

y 

The  war  with  Prance,  the  inroads 
upon  the  conflitution,  the  profu- 
fion  of  public  expenditure,  were 
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the  evils  which,  it  was  averted, 
might  have  been  avoided,  had  par¬ 
liamentary  reform  been  adopted. 
But  he  would  contend,  that  the  war 
originated  not  with  us ;  that  what 
had  been  called  inroads  were  bul¬ 
warks  for  the  defence  of  the  confti- 
tution,  and  that  the  feelings  of  the 
people  went  uniformly  along  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  parliament ; 
never  did  it  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  the  country  more  than  at  this 
cribs.  (Here  Mr.  Fox  fhowed  fome 
figns  of  diffent).  Mr.  Pitt  faid  he 
could  maintain  this  a  (lemon ;  for 
was  the  ho-ufe  of  commons  fo  far 
from  being  the  image  of  a  repre- 
fentative  aflembly,  that  a  general 
ele&ion  afforded  no  opportunity  to 
the  people  to  exprefs  their  fen  ti¬ 
me  nts  ?.  He  defired  gentlemen  to 
recollect  how  far  the  oppofition, 
and  the  fupport  of  adminiftration, 
were  grounds  of  pretenfion  in  dif¬ 
ferent  popular  elections,  and  what 
had  been  the  refult  of  thefe  con- 
tefts  ■  Thev  might  recolleft  alfo, 
that  in  the  city  of  London,  where 

thev  were  moft  confident  of  their 
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ftrength,  where  they  were  fo  allur¬ 
ed  that  the  voice  of  the  livery  was 
in  uni  fan  with  their  efforts,  they 
were  confuted  by  the  refult  of  a 
poll.  They  could  therefore  produce 
no  proof  that  parliament  had  adted 
in  oppofition  to  the  voice  of  the 
country  —  the  reverfe  was  truth. 
He  objected  (Irongly  in  the  next 
place  to  the  introduction  of  nume¬ 
rical  reprefenlation.  On  what  ex¬ 
perience,  on  what  practice,  was  it 
to  be  introduced?  Were  we  to  re¬ 
nounce  the  benefits  of  a  tried  fy- 
ftem  for  a  monopolizing  theory 
which  had  no  example  in  its  fa¬ 
vour  !  It  never  had  been  contefted, 
that  the  inequality  of  the  r.eprefen- 
tation  had  been  attended  with  any 
practical  difad  vantage . ;  that  the  in- 
tereft  of  York  (hire  had  been  ne- 
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glefted,  becaufe  it  fent  only  two 
members  to  parliament ;  or  that 
Birmingham  or  Mancheficr  expe¬ 
rienced  any  ill  confequences  from 
having  no  reprefentatives.  The 
propofition  was  new,  extenfive, 
overturning  all  the  antient  fyftem 
without  fubftituting  any  real  bene¬ 
fit.  In  the  mixed  reprefentation 
which  now  fubfilfed,  the  foot  and 
lot  elections  were  thofe  which  had 
been  thought  moft  objectionable; 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
formerly  agreed  with  him,  that  bur- 
gage  tenures  and  fmall  corporations 
were  even  lefs  exceptionable  than 
open  burghs  with  fmall  qualifica¬ 
tions  :  yet  from  this  extenfion  of 
them  it  had  been  a  creneral  com- 
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plaint,  that  much  confufion,  de¬ 
bauchery,  and  abufe  of  elections 
had  arifen,  which,  notwithftanding 
formed  the  principal  feature  in  the 
plan.  Upon  thefe  grounds,  fe- 
rioufty  furveving  the  fituation  of 
the  country,  examining  faffs  with 
attention,  unlefs  we  would  belie 
the  teftimony  of  our  conftituents, 
and  feal  our  own  diflionour,  Mr. 
Pitt  avowed  his  total  difapproba- 
tion,  and  gave  his  negative  to  the 
motion. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  declared  it 
was  his  moft  arcfent  wifh  to  preferve 
the  country  from  rnin.  He  wanted 
(he  faid)  to  proteff  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people,  but  not  the 
undue  influence  of  a  junto  of  no¬ 
bility  and  placemen.  He  deplored 
that  humiliating  confidence  which 
had  enabled  the  minifter  to  bring 
us  into  fo  deplorable  a  condition: 
it  had  fiipported  him  in  a  war, 
which,  like  that  of  America,  was  a 
bold  and  daring'  but  urifuccefsful 
attempt  to  ftifle  the  flame  of  liber¬ 
ty.  The  minifter  had  endeavoured 
to  reftore  monarchy  in  France,  he 
had  procured  its  utter  annihilation  ; 
lie  had  endeavoured  to  deftrov  the 
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principles  of  the  French  republic  ; 
he  had  eftablifhed  them  on  a  bafls 
not  to  be  fhaken.  The  motion 
laid  before  the  houfe  had  his  con¬ 
currence,  as  a  meafure  highly  ne- 
ceffary,  and  one  that  fnould  be 
adopted  without  delay.  Had  the 
people  been  fairly  reprefented  be¬ 
fore  the  war  had  been  undertaken,  it 
never  would  have  been  undertaken. 
It  was  in  vain  for  the  minifter 
to  talk  of  pi  cferving  the  bulwarks 
of  our  conftirution  :  he  had  himfelf 
deftroyed  them.  It  was  in  vain  to 
deny  the  exiftence  of  abufes  :  they 
were  to  be  hen  in  the  barracks 
which  bad  been  erected  all  over  the 
country  ;  they  were  to  be  found  in 
the  laws  by  which  the  people  were 
prohibited  from  fining  what  thev 
thought  ;  they  were  to  be  lamented 
in  the  practice  of  fending  away  the 
public  money  without  the  confent 
or  even  the  knowledge  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  All  thefe  we  e  abufes  of 
the  ancient  contfiaitiou,  and  never 
could  have  crept  into  it  but  by  the 
corruption  of  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment,  and  that  corruption,  u ri¬ 
le  fs  we  had  a  reform,  would  be¬ 
come  its  eutbanafia. 

Mr.  Robert  Tnornton  denied  that 
the  fvflem  of  governm  ent  had  been 
as  corrupt  as  the  laft  fpeaker  had 
reprefented.  Some  reform  was  re- 
quifite,  but  tin  fe  were  times  un¬ 
friendly  to  reformation  ;  in  a  few 
years  he  hoped  it  would  be  othet  - 
wife.  Fie  gave  his  negative  to  the 
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preterit  motion. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  fa'id,  he  was  far 
from  confidering  the  prelent  as  a 
vyeak  adminiftration  ;  there  never 
had  fat  in  that  houfe  one  more 
able.  As  to  their  wickednefs  he 
charged  them  not  all  ;  he  would 
join  neither  fide  in  abufe  ;  he  be¬ 
lieved  there  was  much  virtue  in 
both,  and  he  wifhed  to  fee  them 
united  to  lave  the  country.  From 


the  firft  moment  he  faw  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  fo  doing,  he  had  voted 
again!!  the  war.  He  difapproved 
of  fending  money  to  the  emperor  ; 
a  loan  he  would  not  call  it,  for  he 
did  not  believe  any  of  it  would  ever 
be  repaid.  Fie  wifhed  well  to  re¬ 
form,  there  was  much  of  it  wanted, 
and  the  beft  way  to  fet  it  on  foot 
.was  for  every  man  to  reform  him¬ 
felf.  He  wifhed  we  had  paid  more 
devotion  to  th^t  Being  without 
whofe  will  we  could  do  nothing. 
He  concluded  with  voting  for  the 
motion. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  was  decidedly 
againft  it.  The  time  (he  faid)  ren¬ 
dered  it  peculiarly  improper,  but 
that  was  not  his  principal  objec¬ 
tion.  The  advocates  for  the  plan 
of  reform  differed  fo  materially  in 
their  modes,  that,  in  faff,  it 
was  impoffible  to  unite  them. 
The  reafon  for  fo  much  diffen- 
fion  was  obvious:  the  evil  of 
which  they  complained  had  no  ex¬ 
iftence  ;  if  it  had,  there  would  have 
been  no  difficulty  in  fixing  the  re¬ 
medy.  He  obferved,  there  had  been 
many  wars  in  which  this  country 
had  been  engaged  that  might  not 
have  been  juff  or  neceffiary  ;  many 
that  were  actually  fo,  had  been  pro- 
traded  longer  than  was  wife  or 
prudent,  but-  none  in  which  the 
houfe  had  per  fi  fled  again  ft  the  will 
of  the  people.  The  American  war 
was,  at  its  commencement,  a  popu¬ 
lar  war;  the  houfe  of  commons 
and  the  people  went  hand  in  hand 
together  ;  the  opinions  of  the  latter 
changed  in  the  courfeoftbat  war, 
fo  did  thofe  of  the  former  ;  and  the 
reafon  that  adminiflration  was  af¬ 
terwards  fupported  was,  becaufe 
fome  riots  happened  in  the  metro  ■ 
poiis,  which  made  the  houfe,  out  of 
a  fcnfe  of  common  danger,  rally 
round  the  executive  government 
to  fupport  the  ftate  frojn  impending 
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ruin.  This  was  a  firiking  inftance 
pf  the  parliament  acting  in  unifon 
with  the  people.  And  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  fo  tar  was  the  houfe  oi  com¬ 
mons  from  fpeaking  anyf language 
but  that  of  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  that  they  expreffed  the  very 
fentiments  of  the  majority;  and  fo 
far  from  innovating  upon  their 
privileges,  that  he  would  pledge 
himfelf  to  prove  the  popular  pow¬ 
er  was  continually  improving,  and 
that  the  houfe  was  more  popular 
than  ever  it  had  been  before  this 
time.  In  (hort,  his  lordfihip  pro- 
feifed  himfelf  convinced  that  the 
motion  would  lead  to  the  over¬ 
throw  of  monarchy  and  the  houfe 
of  commons  together. 

Mr.  Sheridan  ridiculed  with  a 
great  deal  of  ingenuity  the  alleged 
proof,  “  that  becaufe  there  was  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  fixing  the  remedy,  the 
evil  did  not  exift.’?  It  reminded 
him  of  the  old  adage,  “  When  doc- 
tors  differ, &c.  If  that  was  to  be 
the  anfiver,  it  would  follow,  that  if 
they  differed  about  the  remedy,  the 
patient,  though  apparently  dying, 
was  in  perfeft  health.  He  knew 
not  where  the  noble  lord  had  ft  ti¬ 
died  his  logic,  but  certainly  it  was 
not  iq.  the  college  of  phyficians. 
Much  had  been  laid  of  throwing 
the  country  into  confufion  ;  the 
miniffer  and  his  advocates  affecfted 
to  dread  the  principle  of  the  pre- 
fent  meafure,  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
proceed  upon  the  Rights  of  Man, 
and  thefe  principles  were  adopted 
by  the  French,  and  led  to  ail  t  he 
horrors  which  had  been  tmnfadted 
in  their  revolution.  But  for  his  own 
part,  he  mull  deny  that  the  horrors 
of  it  were  produced  by  the  rights 
of  man :  bloodv  calamities  there 
had  been;  but  that  they  ofginated 
in  thefe  principles,  he  difputed 
There  was  not  one  individual  who 
was  concerned  either  in  writing  or 


publifhing  them,  that  was  concern¬ 
ed  in  any  of  tue  maffacres  in  that 
country;  and  here  he  repeated  what 
he  had  laid  on  former  occafions,  that 
excels  was  the  natural  effedl  of  all  re- 
volut  ons,  when  men  fhook  off  their 
flavery.  Under  the  necelfity  of  re¬ 
covering  their  liberty  by  force,  they 
were  naturally  intemperate.  If  the 
queftion  was  afked  him  who  were 
the  real  authorsand  abettors  of  thefe 
malfacres,  he  fhould  not  helitate  o 
place  certain  defpots  in  the  front  of 
his  accufation.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid 
nothing  could  be  more  unjuft  than 
the  view  which  the  minifter  had 
thougnt  proper  to  take  of  the  re¬ 
form  and  the  reformers.  He  had 
defired  the  public  to  look  upon  the 
one  as  fo  many  mafked  traitors, 
and  upon  the  other  as  a  latent  mode 
of  overthrowing  the  coiiftdution. 
Fie  k  new  not  why  univerfalfuffrage 
fticuld  have  been  brought  imofuch 
contempt;  he  remembered  having 
figned  his  name  with  tne  duke  of 
Richmond  at  feme  meetings  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  it  and  of  annual  parlia¬ 
ments.  He  conlidered  it  as  the 
right  of  every  man  to  propofe  that, 
if  he  thought  lit ;  its  expediency 
was  matter  of  difeuffion  and  deli¬ 
beration  ;  if  any  other  plan  was 
better-,  there  was  no  reafon  for  its 
not  being  preferred;  But  it  feemed 
now  to  be  treated  as  a  lpecies  of 
t reafon  ;  nor  would  he  admit  that 
every  man  who  thought  univerfal 
fufrrage  the  heft  method,  would 
neceliariiy  wilh  for  anaxhy  and 
conruuon.  It  had  been  ftatid,  that 
the  number  oi  thole  who  defined  a 
reform  in  parliament,  was  fmail  ; 
he  did  not  believe  it,  The  whole 
body  of  the  dftlenters  wiftied  it, 
without  pulling  down  the  fabric  of 
the  conftitution.  He  had  himfelf 
been  acculed  of  feeking  to  join  the 
friends  of  anarchy  —  he  begged  to 
afk,  what  temptation  he  could 

have  ? 
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have  ?  What  provocation  to  op- 
pofe  the  ariftocracy  of  this  land  or 
the  monarchy  ?  He  had  poftefied, 
during  the  time  he  had  filled  art  of¬ 
fice  of  confiderable  trnft,  fome  con¬ 
fidence  from  the  monarch.  He  had 
been  honoured  with  the  diftin- 
guifhed  favour  of  an  illuftrious 
perfonage;  he  had  been  treated 
with  civility  by  many  of  the  firft 
families  of  this  country;  he  knew 
o.f  no  occafion  to  regret  the  want 
of  attention  from  that  houfe  ;  he 
therefore  expefled  credit  for  his 
ftncerity,  when  he  declared  that  he 
lupported  this  motion,  becaule  he 
thought  it  tended  to  reftore  to  the 
people  the  purity  of  their  excellent 
conftitution,  and  to  fave  the  flate 
from  ruin. 

Sir  William  Young  avowed  him- 
felf  an  enemy  of  every  plan  he  had 
ever  heard  fugged ed  for  the  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  form  of  our  reprefenta- 
tion  ;  and  the  prefent,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  was  as  obiedionable  as  all 
the  preceding.  Every  fuch  plan 
would  finally  extend  to  univerfaL 
fuffrage,  and  the  multitude  would 
convert  it  into  the  moil  mifchie- 
vous  confequences. 

Mr.  Barham  thought,  that  in  this 
feafon  of  fo  much  difficulty  and 
alarm,  it  would  be  umvife  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  a  fub- 
jeCl  which  muft  excite  very  ftrong 
emotions  in  the  country,  and  create 
diyifions  injurious  to  the  common 
intereft.  When1,  the  proper  time 
arrived  he  would,  give  his  counte¬ 
nance  to  a  well-digefled  fcheme  of-, 
reform,  by  which  the  houfe  of  com- 
ffions,  ffiould  be  the  efficient  repre- 
fientative  of  the  country. 

Mr,  W.  Smith  warmly  efpoufed 
the  motion.  Parliamentary  reform,  . 
he  faid,  could  no  longer  be  treated 
with  indifference  by  good  fubjeCis 
or  real  patriots;  it  little  iignified 
whether  the  landed  reprefen  tation 
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had  the  fu peri orify  over  the  com¬ 
mercial,  or  the  commercial  was 
greater  than  the  landed  ;  the  quef- 
tion  was,  whether  the  crown  had  ‘ 
not  a  domineering  influence  over 
both ;  and  if  this  was  the  cafe, 
they  ought  not,  they  could  not 
long  re fi ft  the  imperious  demand  of 
the  people  fora  reform.  But  it  had 
been  faid,  at  what  point  w ill  you 
flop  ?  To  this  the  anfwer  was  eafy.: 
if  you  concede  in  time  you  may 
fix  your  own  bounds  ;  protradl  the 
meafure  until  calamity  fhall  have 
made  men  defperate,  and  it  may  be 
impoffible  to  reform  at  all.  It  had 
been  urged  as  a  proof,  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  houfe  of  commons  fpoke  the 
fenfe  of  the  country,  becaufe,  at 
the  general  election,  the  people  had 
it  in  their  power  to  chufie  men  who 
had  oppofed  the  war,  and  their 
having  done  the  contrary  was  a 
proof  of  its  popularity.  Before  this 
argument  could  be  admitted,  it. 
muft  be  afiiimed  that  the  voice  of 
the  people  was  free,  and  the  elec¬ 
tion  fpoke  the  genuine  fenfe  ;  if. 
that  were  true,  there  would  be  no 
neceftity  for  reform.  Bu.t  it  was  ob¬ 
vious  that  where  popular  fpirit  did  . 
prevail,  men  gained  or  loft  the  elec¬ 
tion  as  they  had  oppofed  or  fup- 
ported  the  prefent  war — he  was  an 
inftance  himfeif  of.  this.  fa<ft  ;  and 
an  honourable  baronet  had:  loft  his 
election  in  theYame  place,  bpcaufe 
he  had  given  his  countenance  to  the 
minifter. 

Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner  pro- 
fefied  never  to  have  had  but. one 
opinion;  that  it  was  madnefs  to 
change  a  .fyftem  .which  had  beer* 
handed  found  and  entire  down  to 
the  days  of  his  father;  and. if  every 
body  would  confide  in  adminiftra- 
tibn  as  he  did,  this  co'untrv  would 
foon,  be,  enabled  tb  contend  with 
the  combined  'force  of- France  and 
Spam. 

Mr* 
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Mr.  Pollen  voted  for  the  mo¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Fox  arofe,  and  in  a  long  and 
able  fpeech  lamented  the  want  of 
unanimity  upon  a  fubjedt  which 
involved ’our  deareft  interefts,  and 
our  future  fecurity.  He  ex  prefled 
his  regrets  and  his  aftoriiftiment  that 
there  Ihould  be  any  difference  in 
fentiment.  refpetfting  the  circum- 
•  fiances  of  the  country,  or  the-mea-, 
fures  which  its  fituation  fo  obvi- 
oufly  required.  Arguments  had 
been  ufed,  he  Paid,  to  perfuade  us 
we  were  in  a  ftate  of  peace  and 
tranquillity,  that  we  enjoyed  inter¬ 
nal  concord  and  outward  profperi- 
ty.  To  perfons  who  made  fuch  af- 
fertions,  every  propofition  tending 
to  meliorate  our  condition  mu  ft  be 
a  fubjedl  of  jekioufy  and  alarm,  and, 
if  the  difference  of  opinion  was  fo 
wide,  he  faw  no  probability  of  an 
■agreement  in  any  meafure  which 
.could  be  propofed.  According  to 
his  own  views,  he  could  not  but 
think  every  argument  againft  re¬ 
form,  which  pointed  out  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  innovation,  was  ftrangely 
mifplaced ;  and  it  was  only  by  a  re¬ 
form  that  we  had  a  chance  of  refcue, 
not  only  from  extreme  danger,  but 
from  abfolute  perdition.  Mr.  Fox 
■took  notice  of  the  frequent  infinua- 
tions  thrown  out  by  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  of  par - 
iy  feelings',  and  he  particularly  w idl¬ 
ed 'that  his  reflections,  proceeding 
from  a  principle  of  free  enquiry, 
might  not  be  attributed  to  the  bit¬ 
terness  of  party.  He  faid  it  was 
neceflary  for  him  to  remind  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that 
he  himfelf  had  brought  forward  the 
fubjedt  of  reform  in  the  year  1782, 
which  was  a  time  of  war  and  of 
public  calamity ;  and  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  had  had  his  feeble  fupport. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman 
again  brought  it  forward  in  1783, 


when  he  (Mr.  Fox)  Was  in  an -of¬ 
fice  high  in  his  majefty’s  fervice, 
and  gave  it  his  ftrenuous  affent. 
Again,  in  1785,  when  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  in  place, 
and  renewed  his  proportion,  it  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  the  fame  counte¬ 
nance,  and  invariably  had  he  con¬ 
tinued  to'  declare  himfelf  a  friend 
to  parliamentary  reform,  by  whom* 
foever  propofed.  Now,  particu¬ 
larly,  he  could  have  no  hefitation 
in  faying,  that  it.  was  become  a  de- 
Ji deration  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.  Between  the  alternatives 
of  bafe  and  degraded  llavery  on  the 
one  fide,  or  of  tumultuous,  though 
probably  ihort-lived, -anarchy  on  the 
other,  though- no  man  would  hell- 
tate  to  make  a  choice  —  yet  if  there 
was  a  courfe  obvious  and  p  radii  ca¬ 
ble,  which,  without  violence  or 
innovation,  might  lead  us  back  to 
the  vigour  we  had  loft,  to  the 
energy  that  had  been  frilled,  to  the 
independence  that  had  been  under¬ 
mined,  and  yet  preferve  every , 
thing  in  its  place,  a  moment  ought 
not  to  be  loft  in  embracing  the 
chance  which  this  fortunate  provi- 
fion  of  Bridfti  fyftem  had  made  for 
Britifh  fafety.  Mr.  Fox  then  touch¬ 
ed  upon  Ireland  :  had  reform  been, 
conceded  to  the  eighty  or  ninety 
thoufand  moderate  petitioners,  we 
ftiould  not  have  had  this  day  to  de¬ 
plore  the  union  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  men,  bent  on  objedts  fo 
extenftve,  fo  alarming,  fo  calami¬ 
tous.  Every  argument  which  had 
been  ufed  that  day  in  the  houfe  had 
been  ufed  at  Dublin,  Unwarned, 
untutored  by  example,  would  we 
foil!  go  on  with  the  fame  con¬ 
temptuous  and  ftubborn  pride?  He 
faid  he  did  not  mean  to  affert  that 
Great  Britain  was  at  this  moment 
in  the  fituation,  or  prefented  the 
afpedt  of  Ireland ;  but  he  depre¬ 
cated  the  courfe  purfued  in  that 
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country.  What  England  is  now 
Ireland  was  in  1791:  what  was 
laid  of  the  few  they  had  now  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  many  ;  and  as  there 
■were  difcontents  in  this  nation, 
which  we  could  neither  diffemble 
nor  deny,  let  us  not,  by  atlunwife 
and  criminal  difdain  irritate  and 
fret  them  into  violence  an«L  difor- 
der,  nor  leave  to  the  operation  of 
chance  what  we  might  more  cer¬ 
tainly  obtain  by  the  exercife  of  rea- 
fon/  It  had  been  affirmed  that  the 
minifters  poffe  fled  the  confidence  of 
the  country  in  the  fame  degree  as 
ever,  fince  the  majority  of  the  houfe 
fupported  the  meafures  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  gave  their  counte¬ 
nance  to  all  the  evils  we  were  doom¬ 
ed  to  endure.  He  was  furprifed  to 
hear  the  noble  lord  advance  a  pro¬ 
portion  fo  unaccountable,  when  a 
number  of  petitions  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefly  for  a  difmiflal 
of  his  minifters.  Why  was  the 
queftion  of  reform  agitated,  but 
becaufe  a  general  election  did  not 
afford  the  people  the  means  of  ex- 
preffing  their  voice,  becaufe  this 
houfe  was  not  a  fufficient  reprefen- 
tation  of  them  ?  When  we  contend 
(faid  he)  that  minifters  have  not  their 
confidence,  they  tell  us  that  parlia¬ 
ment  is  their  faithful  reprefentative ; 
and  when  we  prove  that  the  houfe 
does  not  fpeak  their  fentiments, 
from  the  petitions  to  the  throne,  we 
are  defired  to  obferve  the  general 
eledlion,  as,  at  this  period,  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  choofing  faithful 
organs  of  their  opinion.  Lord 
North  had  made  ufe  of  the  fame 
argument  in  the  American  war : 
44  What !  can  you  contend  it  is 
“  unpopular,  after  the  declarati- 
44  on  in  its  favour  which  the  peo- 
“  pie  have  made  by  their  choice  of 
14  reprefentatives  ?  The  general 
“  election  is  the  proof  that  it  conti- 
44  nues  to  be  the  war  of  the  people 
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44  of  England.”  Sofpokelofd  Norths 
and  yet  it  was  notorioufly  other- 
wife — fo  notorioufly,  that  the  pre- 
fent  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
made  a  juft  and  ftriking  ufe  of  this 
fallacious  argument  to  demonftrate 
the  neceffity  of  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form.  “  You  fee  (faid  he)  that  fo 
44  defedlive,  fo  inadequate  is  the 
‘4  prefent  pradlice,  at  leaft,  of  an 
44  elective  franchife,  that  no  im- 
44  preffion  of  national  calamity,  no 
44  convirition  of  minifberial  error, 
44  no  abhorrence  of  difaftrous  war 
44  is  fufficient  to  ftand  againll  the 
44  corrupt  influence  which  has 
44  mixed  itfelf  with  elections,  and 
44  drowns  and  ftiftes  the  popular 
“  voice.”  Upon  this  ftatement  he 
adted  in  1782,  and  repeated  this 
warning  in  1783  and  1783:  it  was 
the  leading  principle  of  his  con¬ 
duit  :  “Without  a  reform  (thefe 
44  were  the  words)  the  nation  cannot 
44  be  fafe.;  this  war  may  be  ended, 
“  but  what  will  preterit  us  againft 
44  another?  As  certainly  as  the  fpir 
u  rit  which  engendered  the  prefent 
44  actuates  the  fecret  councils  of  the 
44  crown,  we  {ball,  under  the  in- 
44  fluence  of  a  deferilive  reprefenta- 
44  tion,  be  involved  in  newr  wars 
44  and  flmilar  calamities.”  This 
was  the  light  honourable  gentle¬ 
man’s  prophecy  (continued  Mr. 
Fox),  and  it  has  been  fully  accom- 
plifhed — another  war  did  take  place, 
equal  in  difafter,  and  at  leaft  equal 
in  difgrace  !  In  what  a  ftate  of 
whimfical  contradiction  did  he  now 
ftand  !  After  having  complained  of 
44  the  deferif  of  reprefentation  being 
the  national  difeafe,  and  unlefs  we 
applied  our  remedies  here,  we  rmift 
fubmit  to  the  inevitable  ill  ccnfe- 
quences;”  after  having  affirmed, 
44  that  without  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form  we  could  not  be  fafe  aoalnft 
bad  minifters,  nor  could  any  good 
minifters  be  of  ufe  it  feems  as  if 
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Ms  whole  life,  from  that  period, 
had  been  deftined  by  Providence 
for  the  illuftration  of  the  warning  ! 
During  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
prefent  war  every  prediddion  which 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  made,  every  hope  that  he  had 
held  out,  every  prophecy  he  had 
hazarded  had  failed;  he  had  difap- 
pointed  the  expectations  he  had 
raifed,  and  all  the  promifes  he  had 
given  had  proved  fallacious.  Yet, 
forthofe  very  declarations,  and  not¬ 
withstanding  their  failure,  we  had 
called  him  a  wife  miniftev;  though 
no  event  he  had  foretold  had  been 
verified,  we  had  continued  to  be¬ 
hold  him  as  the  oracle  of  wifdom  ; 
but  in  the  only  inftance  in  which 
he  really  predicted  what  had  come 
to  pafs,  we  had  treated  him  with 
ftubborn  incredulity  !  But  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
houfe  tell  us  that  a  reform  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  is  not 
called  for  by  the  country;  and 
though  petitions  have  come  up  for 
the  difmiffai of  minifters,  they  have 
not  expreffed  a  wifh  for  reform.  In 
anfwer  to  this  argument  it  w  as  on¬ 
ly  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  re- 
ftri<£lions  recently  laid  on  meetings 
of  the  people,  and  on  popular  dif- 
cufilons,  accounted  for  the  queftion 
of  reform  not  being  mixed  with 
that  which  was  the  fubjeCI  of  their 
immediate  confideration.  The  pur- 
pofe  of  the  meeting  was  neceifarily 
fpecified  in  the  requifition  to  the 
fheriff;  and  if  any  other  bufinefs 
was  attempted  to  be  brought  for¬ 
ward,  the  fheriff  would  have  the 
power  of  difperfing  the  meeting  — 
This  had  actually  been  experienc¬ 
ed;  for  at  a  meeting  of  a  refpeCl- 
able  county  in  Ireland  (Antrim), 
after  the  bufinefs  for  which  they 
had  affembled  was  t  ran  faffed,  that  a 
petition  for  the  difmiflai  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  and  Catholic  emancipation 


and  reform,  fhould  be  prefented,  a 
motion  was  made  for  thanks  to 
earl  Moira  and  himfelf,  on  account 
of  the  fteps  taken  to  induce  go¬ 
vernment  to  attend  to  the  critical 
Bate  of  that  kingdom,  but  the  fhe¬ 
riff  declared  he  could  not  put  the 
queftion,  not  becaufe  he  perfonaliy 
objedted  to  it,  but  becaufe  it  clid 
not  make  part  of  the  bufinefs  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  requifition.  Mr.  Fox 
faid  he  did  not  mean  to  compia'n  of 
this  refufai  as  wrong,  but  to  fhow 
the  power  of  the  fheriff  in  fuch  a 
cafe;  and  it  was  an  example  to 
prove,  that,  however  well  the  peo¬ 
ple  might  be  difpofed  to  parliamen¬ 
tary  reform,  they  could  not  intro¬ 
duce  the  matterinto  petitions  agreed 
upon  by  meetings  called  for  a  dif¬ 
ferent  purpofe  :  but  granting  that 
the  people  did  not  yet  call  for  a  re¬ 
form,  was  it  not  probable  that  the 
univerfal  demand  for  it,  which  had 
juft  burft  from  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land,  would  be  fpeedily  communi¬ 
cated  to  England  ?  The  nearnefs  of 
the  two  countries,  the  fympathetic 
intereft,  the  fimilarity  of  language, 
of  conftitution,  almoft  of  fuffering, 
made  it  likely  that  one  nation  would 
catch  the  difeafe  of  the  other,  un- 
lefs  we  interpofed  a  feafonable  cure, 
or  rather  a  preventative,  of  the  ma¬ 
lady.  France  was  the  phantom  that 
was  continually  held  out  to  terrify 
us  from  our  purpofe;  let  us  then 
look  at  France  ;  it  would  not  be 
denied  that  flie  flood  upon  the 
broad  bafis  of  free  reprefentation  : 
whatever  other  views  its  govern¬ 
ment  might  exhibit,  and  which 
might  afford  juft  alarm  toother  na¬ 
tions,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  her 
representative  fyftem  had  proved 
itfelf  capable  of  vigorous  exertion  ; 
that  it  had  given  her,  in  truth,  gi¬ 
gantic  ftrength.  Europe  felt  it  too 
fenfibly  for  denial.  Mr.  Fox  avow¬ 
ed,  that  he  had  no  wifh  \ve  fbouid 
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imitate  France  :  yet  we  ought  to  (ions  which  they  engender,,  their 
take  example  of  what  was  good  in  fliort  duration,  and  their  difguft- 
it,  and  if  it  was  demonftrated  be-  ing  vices,  they  have  exa&edffrom 
vond  the  power  of  fubterfuge  to  the  common  fuffrage  of  mankind 
queftion,  that  genuine  reprefenta-  the  palm  of  ftrength  and  vigour, 
tion  alone  conferred  folid  power,  Ought  Britons  to  refufe  to  take  ad- 
and  that,  in  order  to  make  govern-  vantage  of  this  invigorating  princi- 
ment  ftrong,  the  people  mult  make  pie?  refufe  to  accept  the  benefit 
the  government';  we  ought  then  to  which  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors 
aft  on  this  grand  maxim  of  political  had  refolved  it  fliould  confer  up6n 
wifdom  thus  demonftrated,  and  our  conflitution  ? — with  the  know- 
call  in  the  people,  according,  to  the  ledge  too,  that  it  could  be  re-in¬ 
original  principles  of  our  fyilem,  to  fufed  into  our  fyftem  without  vio- 
the  ftrength  of  our  government.  In  lence,  and  without  diftorftmg  any- 
doing  this  we  were  not  innovating,  of  its  parts?  Without  difguifing 
we  did  not  imitate,  we  only  fliould  the  vices  of  France,  without  over¬ 
recur  to  the  genuine  conflitution  of  looking  the  horrors  that  had  been 
England.  When  we  looked  at  the  committed,  it  could  not  be  denied 
democracies  of  the  antient  world,  that  they  had  exemplified  the  doc- 
we  were  compelled  to  acknowledge  trine,  that  if  you  wifh  for  power 
their  oppreffions  to  their  depen-  you  muft  look  to  liberty.  Let  us 
dencies,  their  horrible  ads  of  injuf-  then  try  the  people,  faid  Mr.  Fox, 
tice  and  ingratitude  to  their  own  ci-  by  the  only  means  which  experi- 
tizeris;  but  they  compelled  us  to  euce  demonftrates  to  be  invincible  ; 
admiration  by  "their  vigour*  their  let  us  addrefs  ourfelves  to  their  love; 
conftancv,  their  fpirit,  and  their  let  us  identify  them  with  ourfelves  ; 
exertions  in  every  great  emergency  let  us  make  it  their  own  caufe  as 
in  which  they  were  called  to  ad*,  well  as  ours.  To  induce  them  to 
We  could  not  deny  that  it  gave  come  forward  in  fupport  of  the 
a  power  of  which  no  other  ionn  ftate,  let  us  incorporate  them  in  it; 
of  government  was  capable.  Why?  and  when  we  have  given  them  a 
Becaufe  it  incorporated  every  man  houfe  of  commons,  which  fhall  be 
with  the  ftate;  becaufe  it  aroufed  the  faithful  organs  of  their  will  — 
every  thing  which  belonged  to  the  when  we  have  made  them  feel  and 
foul  as  well  as  to  the  body  of  man  ;  believe  that  there  can  be  but  one 
becaufe  it  made  every  individual  intereft  in  the  country,  we  never 
creature  feel  that  he  was  fighting  fliould  call  upon  them  in  vain  for 
for  himfelf  and  pot  another  ;  that  it  exertion.  Could  this  be  the  cafe 
was  his  own  caufe,  hi  sow;;  fafety,  his  as  the  houfe  was  now  conftituted? 
own  concern,  and  his  own  dignity  Could  they  review  the  adminiftra- 
qn  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  his  tion  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
own  inter  ejl  on  the  identical  foil,  man,  without  being  convinced  that 
-which  he  had  to  maintain,  and  ac-  the  prefent  reprefenta  tion  was  a 
cordingly  we  find,  that  whatever  fhadow  and  a  mockery?  He  then 
may  be  afcribed,  whatever  be  ob-  took  a  review  of  the  circumftances 
jecled  to  the  turbulence  of  the  paf-  under  which  the  minifter  came  iri- 

*  If  this  be  the  heft  reafon  for  the  ftrength  of  democratic  governments  (and  it  is  to 
be  feared  it  is)  namely,  the  promoting  a  fpirit  of  national  aggrandfement,  every  phi¬ 
lanthropic  would  prefer  a  monarchy! 
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to  power ;  it  was  againft  the  fenfe 
of  the  majority  of  the  then  houfe  of 
commons,  and  armed  with  the 
corrupt  power  of  the  crown,  he 
flood,  and  fuccefsfully  refilled  the 
houfe  of  commons.  He  then  de- 
dared  it  was  not  the  reprefentative 
of  the  people— that  it  did  not  (for 
it  oppoled  him)  fpeak  the  fenfe  of 
the  nation.  What  was  the  doc¬ 
trine  here  promulgated  ?  That  the 
houfe  of  commons,  fo  long  as  it 
obeyed  the  will  of  the  minifler, 
was  the  genuine  reprefentative  of 
the  country,  but  the  moment  it 
prefumed  to  be  the  cenfor  of 
government,  it  became  nothing ! 
Minilters  had  affirmed  that  the 
prefent  war  was  popular  at  the 
commencement  ;  the  fame  had 
been  faid  of  the  American  war ; 
nor  would  he  deny,  that  through 
the  artful  machinations  of  mini- 
llers,  a  clamour  had  been  raifed, 
which  they  called  the  voice  of 
the  nation  :  but  whatever  had  been 
the  cafe  in  the  outfet  of  both, 
the  progrefs  in  the  public  opinion 
lad  been  the  fame  in  each ;  it  had 
indifputably  changed,  though  no 
change  had  been  produced  by  the 
general  election  in  the  American 
waf,  and  the  prefent  war  had  been 
unpopular  for  the  two  lall  years  in 
England,  though  its  voice  had  not 
?een  heard  in  the  choice  of  repre- 
entatives.  Mr.  Fox  then  pointed 
?ut  the  condudt  of  the  candidates 
n  populous  places,  on  both  tides, 
luring  the  eledlions.  The  oppofi- 
:ion  boafled  of  having  reprobated 
his  war,  and  refilled  every  one  of 
he  meafures  by  which  government 
lad  brought  the  country  into  their 
irelent  lituation.  The  minifterial 
>arty  apologifed  for  their  pad  of- 
ence  in  fupporting  it,  they  ufed 
vhining  canting  explanations,  they 
lefcribed  alarms,  and  mifreprefent- 
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ed  fadls :  fuch  was  the  feritiment 
conveyed  by  the  general  election, 
affording  convidlion  to  every  can¬ 
did  mind,  that  if  the  reprefentative 
fvflem  had  been  perfe£l,  or  the 
pra&ice  pure,  the  new  parliament 
would  decidedly  have  voted  againft; 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  How 
could  the  people  have  confidence  in 
the  houfe  that  had  countenanced 
m  i  fr  ep  r  e  fe  n  tat  io  n  t  hro  ug  h  t  he  w  h  ole 
courfe  of  it !  He  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  however  averfe  gen¬ 
tlemen  might  be  to  any  fpecific 
propofition  of  reform,  if  they  were 
friendly  to  the  principle  they  ought 
to  vote  for  the  queftion,  that  it 
might  be  freely  difcufied  in  the 
committee,  in  hopes  that  the  united 
wifdom  of  the  houfe  might  fhape 
out  fomething  which  might  be  ge¬ 
nerally  acceptable.  There  was 
enough  of  enterprise  and  vigour 
in  the  plan  to  rellore  order,  and  not 
enough  to  produce  confufion.  Mr* 
Fox  thought  the  beft  and  moft  ad- 
vifeable  plan  of  reform  was  to  ex* 
tend  the  right  of  eledlion  to  houfe- 
keepers ;  it  was  the  moft  perfect 
recurrence  to  the  firft  known  and 
recorded  principles  in  our  confti- 
tution,  according  to  the  celebrated 
Glanville,  in  all  cafes  where  no 
particular  right  intervened.  The 
common-law  right  of  paying  fcof 
and  lot  was  the  right  of  eiedlion  in 
the  land  ;  but  it  had  been  faid,  ex¬ 
tending  the  right  of  voting  to  houfe- 
keepers,  might  in  fome  refpedls  be 
compared  to  univerfal  fuffrage  ;  he 
himfelf  had  always  deprecated  uni¬ 
verfal  fuff 2  'age,  not  fo  much  on 

O' 

account  of  any  confufion  to  which 
it  might  lead;  as  becaufe  we  fliould 
in  reality  lofe  the  objedl  we  deftred 
to  obtain  :  it  would  embarrafs  and 
prevent  the  deliberate  voice  of  the 
country  from  being  beard,  and 
would  draw  forth  numbers  who, 
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without  deliberation,  would  impli¬ 
citly  aft  on  the  will  or  others.  The 
belt  plan  of  representation  was 
that  which  fhould  bring  into  afti- 
vity  the  greateft  number  of  inde¬ 
pendent  voters — it  would  be  a  de- 
feftive  fyftem  which  would  bring 
in  regiments  of  foldiers,  of  fervants, 
and  of  perfons  whofe  low  condi¬ 
tion  necefiarily  curbed  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  their  minds;  univer¬ 
sal  Suffrage  would  extend  the  right 
to  three  millions  of  men,  but  there 
were  not  more  than  feven  hundred 
thou  Sand  houfes  which  would  come 
within  the  plan  propofed,  and  he 
begged  that  gentlemen  would  de¬ 
cide3  whether  it  would  not  be  fuftb 
ciently  extend ve  for  deliberation  on 
the  one  hand,  and  Sufficiently  li- 
mitted  for  order  on  the  other.  But 
would  this  reform  proteft  us  againft 
bribery  and  corruption  ?  He  dared 
not  fay  that  it  would  ;  we  had 
alas  !  for  a  courfe  of  years,  habi¬ 
tuated  the  people  to  that  fordid  vice, 
and  we  certainly  could  not  wonder 
that  a  poor  man  fhould  not  Scruple 
to  take  five  guineas  for  his  vote, 
when  he  knows  that  the  noble  lord 
in  his  neighbourhood  took  four  or 
five  hundred;  but  it  might  be 
hoped,  that  when  this  baneful  en¬ 
couragement  was  removed,  thefe 
regulations  would  tend  to  diminilh, 
if  not  remove*  the  evil.  Contraft- 
ing  the  duration  of  parliament 
would  be  one  Strong  conneftive, 
and  this  would  be  eafy  by  the 
febeme  on  which  eleftions  would 
be  made,  Mr.  Fox  then  adverted 
to  a  queftion  often  difeuffed  both 
within  and  without  thofe  walls, 
u  how  far  reprefentatives  ought  to 
be  bound  by  the  inftruftiohs  of 
their  conflituents.”  Fie  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  he  inclined  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  (though  he  did  not  entirely 
cfpoufe  it),  that  having  to  legislate 


for  the  empire,  they  ought  not  alto 
gether  to  lie  guided  by  inflruftions 
diftated  by  local  interefts — yet  he  | 
could  not  approve  of  the  ungra¬ 
cious  manner  in  which  he  fome-- 
times  had  heard  expreffions  of  con¬ 
tempt  for  the  fentiments  of  confti- 
tuents  ;  thev  were  made  with  a  bad 
grace  in  the  firft  feflion  of  a  Septen¬ 
nial  parliament,  efpecially  if  they 
fhould  come  from  individuals  who 
had  not  Scrupled  to  court  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  very  fame  conflituents, 
by  declaring  that  they  voted  againft 
their  confcience  in  compliance  with 
their  defire,  as  was  the  cafe  of  an 
alderman  of  the  city  of  London, 
There  was  one  clafs  of  conflituents, 
indeed,  whofe  inflruftions  it  was 
confidered  as  the  implicit  duty  of 
members  to  obey.  When  gentle¬ 
men  reprefented  populous  towns 
and  cities,  then  it  was  difputable 
whether  they  ought  to  obey  their 
voice,  or  follow  the  diftates  of  their 
own  confcience  ;  but  if  they  repre¬ 
fented  a  noble  lord,  or  duke,  it  be¬ 
came  no  longer  a  queftion  of  doubt ; 
he  was  not  a  man  of  honour  who. 
would  not  obey  the  orders  of  a  An¬ 
gle  conftituent,  he  was  to  have  no 
confcience,  no  liberty,  no  difere- 
tion  of  his  own;  he  was  fent  here 
by  a  lord  or  duke,  and  if  he  would 
not  follow  the  inflruftions  he  had 
received,  he  could  be  no  gentle¬ 
man.  Mr.  Fox  warmly  reprobated 
this  conduft  —  Is  a  gentleman  ((aid 
he)  to  aft  in  oppofition  to  the  fen¬ 
timents  of  the  city  of  Weftminfter, 
orTondon,  or  Bjiftol,  with  impu¬ 
nity,  and  if  he  ventures  to  difagree 
with  a  nobleman,  whofe  repreien- 
tative  he  is,  muft  he  be  regarded  a» 
unfit  for  the  Society  of  men  of  ho¬ 
nour?  It  was,  he  obferved,  the  ty¬ 
ranny  of  corruption,  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  number  of  peers  pqi- 
fefting  an  overweening  intereft  in 
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tile  country,  fo  that  a  gentleman 
was  no  longer  permitted  to  hold  his 
Situation,  excepting  he  adted  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  dictates  of  thefe  power¬ 
ful  families.  Having  Shown  this 
to  be  the  Hate  of  reprefentationy  he 
begged  to  know  what  remedy  there 
could  be  for  thefe  corruptions  but 
reform  ?  If  we  would  not  apply  it 
our  fate  was  inevitable.  Our  moll 
illufiriotis  patriots,  and  the  men 
whole  names  were  dearefi  to  Eng¬ 
lishmen,  had  long  ago  pointed  it 
out  as  the  only  means  ofredreffing 
national  grievances.  Sir  George 
Saville  had  been  its  molt  ftrenuous 
advocate,  and  the  venerable  Cam¬ 
den  was  its  Heady  fupporter — nay, 
Mr. Burke himfelf  acknowledged  its 
propriety  for  correcting  the  abufes 
of  our  fyltem.  The  advantages  in 
the  prefent  cafe  would  be  many  ; 
we  Should  ward  off  the  evil  of  con- 
fufion  growing  out  of  accumulated 
difcontent  *,  wre  Should  fave  our- 
felves  from  the  calamities  which 
had  befallen  Ireland  ;  we  fiiould 
fatisfy  the  moderate,  and  detach 
from  the  violent  their  numbers  and 
their  converts.  Pride,  obfiinacy, 
and  infult,  muff  end  in  conceffions, 
and  thofe  conceffions  be  humble  in 
proportion  to  infolence:  now  was 
the  moment  to  prevent  degrada¬ 
tion  ;  the  monarchy,  the  arifiocra- 
cy,  the  people  themfelves  might 
now  befaved.  Let  thofe  minilfers 


who  had  plunged  us  into  our  pre¬ 
fent  Hate  retire  from  the  poll  to 
which  they  are  unequal ;  and  let  us, 
with  an  earneH  delire  of  recover¬ 
ing  the  country,  purfue  this  mode¬ 
rate  plan  of  reform  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  men  likely  to  conciliate 
the  public  mind.  A  new  admini- 
Hration  ought  to  be  formed,  but 
Mr  Fox  Solemnly  avowed  he  had 
no  with  of  making  part  of  it,  and 
though  he  would  readily  and  flre- 
nuoufly  give  his  Support  to  any 
meafures  which  would  reHore  our 
outraged  privileges,  his  defire  as  to 
himfelf  was  retirement.  He  gave 
his  vote  to  the  proposition  of  his  ho¬ 
nourable  friend. 

Sir  William  Dolben  expreffed 
much  fatisfadfion  at  the  propriety 
of  the  motion,  and  the  moderation 
of  thofe  who  Supported  it.  Some¬ 
thing  of  the  kind  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  fave  the  country.  He 
willied  the  plan  might  be  adopted, 
and  remain  three  months  on  the 
table  for  the  consideration  of  mem¬ 
bers. 

For  the  motion  63 

Againfi  it  -  -  258 

The  parliamentary  feffion  was 
concluded  on  the  20th  of  July,  in 
the  ufuai  manner,  by  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  for  which  fee  our 
Public  Papers,  p.  (237)  of  this  v©« 
lume. 
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The  War _ French  land  a  Body  of  Troops  on  the  Coajl  of  P embrokefiire 

Surrender  as  Prif oners  ’without  Ref  fiance—  Conjectures  as  to  the  ObjeB  of 
this  Expedition — The  Spanijh  Fleet  defeated  by  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis* 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent ,  and  four  Ships  of  the  Line  captured— The  Dutch  Fleet 
completely  defeated  off  Camper  down,  by  Admiral  Duncan — The  Brit  iff 
Forces,  under  Admiral  Nelfon,  defeated  at  Tenerife — French  V ffels  cap¬ 
tured  and  defroyed  by  the  Squadron  under  Sir  J.  B,  Warren — Wefi  In¬ 
dies— Trinidad  taken  by  the  Britijh  Forces  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie 
and  Admiral  Harvey — Unfuccefsful  Attack  at  Porto  Rico — Propofal  for 
raifing  black  Regiments  in  the  Weff  Indies— negatived. 


THE  war  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  the  French  republic 
was,  during  this  year,  almoft  ex¬ 
clusively  confined  to  naval  opera¬ 
tions,  in  which  the  Fk ill  and  activi¬ 
ty  of  the  Britifli  feamen  were  emi¬ 
nently  confpicuous,  and  almoft  in¬ 
variably  crowned  with  victory. 

In  one  folitary  inftance,  the 
French  directory  attempted  to  put 
in  practice  their  pompous  threats 
of  an  invafion  of  England  ;  but 
the  attempt  appeared  as  if  intend¬ 
ed  literally  to  burlefque  the  pro¬ 
ject  ;  and  to  allure  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  that  nothing  feri- 
ous  was  intended  from  their  exten- 
five  preparations.  On  the  22d  of 
February,  that  part  of  the  coaft  of 
Devonfhire,  which  lies  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Britifli  channel,  was  alarmed 
by  the  appearance  of  an  enemy’s 
force,  confiding  according  to  re¬ 
port  of  three  frigates,  which,  as  was 
Rated  in  a  letter  publifhed  by  au¬ 
thority,  entered  the  little  port  of 
Ilfracombe  on  that  coaft,  fcuttled 
fome  of  the  merchant  fhips  there, 
and  attempted  to  deftroy  all  the 
yeflels  in  the  harbour.  Their  flay 
was,  however,  not  of  long  conti¬ 
nuance,  and  they  fleered  direClly  a- 
Croft  the  channel  towards  the  Pem¬ 


broke  fide.  They  were  firft  def- 
cried  from  the  heights  above  St. 
Bride’s  bay,  and  the  fquadron 
then  appeared  to  confift  of  two 
frigates  and  two  fmaller  vefTels, 
fleering  from  the  Briftol  channel, 
round  St.  David’s  Head.  They 
difplayed  Englifh  colours,  but  were 
foon  fufpecled  to  be  enemies.  Af¬ 
ter  turning  St.  David’s  Head,  and 
failing  a  few  miles  to  the  north¬ 
ward  in  Cardigan  bay,  they  caft: 
fingle  anchors  to  the  north  of  a 
fmall  promontory  under  Lan- 
wnnwr.  They  remained  there, 
however,  but  a  fhort  time,  but 
moved  farther  up  towards  Fifli- 
gard,  and  finally  anchored  in  a 
fmall  bay  near  Lanonda  church, 
when  they  hoifted  French  colours, 
and  put  out  their  boats.  The  cliff 
is  here  exceedingly  deep  and  rug¬ 
ged,  and  a  party  of  them  were  ob-» 
ferved  by  a  countryman  climbing 
up  fingly  on  their  hands  and  knees, 
and  throwing  their  mufkets  before 
them.  The  fpot  which  they  made 
choice  of  for  their  landing,  prov¬ 
ed  that  they  ailed  in  concert  with 
no  party  in  the  country,  and 
that  they  had  no  perfons  among 
them  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  coaft.  As  foon  as  this 
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party  had  gained  the  afcent,  they 
fet  fire  to  the  furze  and  other  com- 
bufiibles,  to  apprife  their  comrades 
of  their  l'uccefs.  The  debarkation 
of  the  whole  was  completed  before 
the  morning  of  the  23d,  when 
numbers  of  them  difperfed  over 
the  country  to  procure  provilions 
and  apparel.  In  thefe  predatory 
excurfions  they  ranfacked  thole 
houfes  which  they  found  abandon¬ 
ed,  but  took  very  few  things  from 
thofe  in  which  they  found  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  they  committed  no  wanton 
murder.  Two  of  the  countrymen 
were  killed,  but  they  provoked 
their  fate  by  their  own  rafhnefs, 
and  one  almoft  deferved  it;  for, 
after  the  Frenchman  had  furren- 
dered,  and  in  faCt  religned  his  muf- 
ket,  the  Welchman  aimed  a  blow 
at  him  with  the  butt  end  of  it,  when 
he  drew  his  bayonet  which  he  had 
not  relinquished,  and  ran  his  an¬ 
tagonist  through  the  body. 

The  alarm  was  at  firft  general, 
but  the  numbers  and  lituation  of 
the  enemy  foon  appeared  equally 
contemptible.  They  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed  1400  men ;  they  were  without 
field-pieces,  though  they  had  Seven¬ 
ty  cart-loads  ofpowder  and  ball, and 
a  quantity  of  hand-grenades.  The 
utmod  exertions  were  made  with¬ 
out  lofs  of  time  by  the  principal  men 
in  the  couuty,  and  before  night  a- 
bout  660  men  were  collected  who 
might  be  termed  foldiers  (though 
they  had  never  been  in  action), 
con  lifting  of  militia,  fencibles,  and 
yeomen  cavalry,  befides  a  confide- 
rable  multitude  of  colliers,  and 
others  who  fwelled  the  number 
without  much  increaling  the  force. 
Of  this  party  lord  Cawdor  aiTu til¬ 
ed  the  command,  and,  on  approach¬ 
ing  the  enemy,  he  received  at  about 
ten  o’clock  at  night  a  letter  by  a 
French  officer,  Signed  44  Tate  chef 
tie  brigade,”  intimating  44  that  the 


circumftances  under  which  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  French  troops  under  his 
command  were  landed,  having 
rendered  it  unnecefiary  to  attempt 
any  military  operation,  he  pro- 
pofed  a  capitulation.” — The  reply 
of  lord  Cawdor  was,  that  he  could 
only  treat  on  the  terms  of  their  Sur¬ 
rendering  prifoners  of  war,  which 
was  prefently  agreed  to,  and  on  the 
Succeeding  day,  at  noon  they  laid 
down  their  arms.  The  frigates  and 
other  ve.Tels,  as  foon  as  they  had 
difembarked  the  men,  fet  fail  for 
France  ;  but,  as  if  every  thing  were 
adverfe  to  this  abfurd  and  unfortu¬ 
nate  expedition,  the  two  frigates, 
la  Refinance  of  48  guns,  and  la 
Conliance  of  24,  were  captured 
on  the  9th  of  the  follo  wing  month, 
as  they  were  Handing  in  for  Bred 
harbour,  bv  the  St.  Fiorenzo  and 
Nymphe  frigates,  under  the  com- 
Tnand  of  fir  Harry  Neale. 

The  conjectures  have  been  vari¬ 
ous  with  refpeCt  to  the  objeCt  of 
this  expedition.  The  troops  which 
were  landed  were  faid  by  fome  to 
have  conlifted  of  a  number  of  the 
Vendean  infurgents,  who  had  eti- 
lifted  into  the  Service  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  but  could  not  be  traded  in 
their  own  country.  By  others  they 
were  represented  as  a  band  of  galley 
daves,  and  other  criminals  collect¬ 
ed  from  the  prifons  of  Bred,  and 
landed  in  England  merely  to  quar¬ 
ter  them  upon  the  enemy.  This 
report  is  mod  generally  believed, 
and  is  countenanced  by  fome  de¬ 
bates  in  the  French  councils,  in 
which  Truguet,  the  minider  of  ma¬ 
rine,  was  vehemently  cenfured  for 
having  planned  fo  difgraceful  a 
meafure.  In  opposition  to  this 
opinion,  however,  it  may  be  men¬ 
tioned,  that  the  commander  of  the 
party  declared,  that  he  had  with 
him  600  of  the  bed  troops  ia 
France,  veteran  and  experienced 
Q^3  foldiers  | 
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foldiers;  nor  is  it  very  credible, 
that  if  the  foie  objeft  was  to  quarter 
a  fet  of  banditti  upon  England, 
they  would  have  fent  with  tnem 
fuch  ample  fupplies.  1  here  are 
other  caufes,  which  to  us  appear 
more  probable  for  this  undertak¬ 
ing. —It  was,  in  the  firft  place,  of 
fome  importance  to  demonftrate  to 
France,  that  the  invasion  of  Eng¬ 
land,  in  the  face  of  her  powerful 
marine,  was  practicable  in  any  cir- 
cumftances ;  and  fecondly,  it  is  well 
known  hat  the  French  have  aivvay  s 
been  e°  region  sly  deceived  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  temper  and  fentiments  . 
of  the  Brit  fh  nation  ;  we  have  lit¬ 
tle  doubt,  therefore,  but  the  French 
miniftry  flattered  themfelves  that 
thefe  troops  would  have  been  join¬ 
ed  on  their  landing  by  confiderable 
numbers  of  the  lower  claries  of  the 
people,  and  that  at  leak  a  con¬ 
fiderable  alarm  would  be  excited 
throughout  the  kingdom.  It  was, 
therefore,  an  experiment  to  try  at 
once  the  temper  of  the  people,  and 
the  pradticability  of  a  defcent. 

The  marine  of  France,  if  we  ex¬ 
cept  this  feeble  and  ill-concerted 
enterprife,  lay,  during  the  whole  of 
the  year,  ignominionily  confined 
within  their  own  ports;  but  their 
allies  the  Spaniards  and  the  Dutch 
Wf  re  grievous  fufferers  in  two  na¬ 
val  engagements,  which,  confaer- 
ing  every  circumftance,  were  e- 
quallv  glorious  to  the  Britifh  arms. 

The  firft  of  thefe  memorable  ac¬ 
tions  took  place  on  the  14th  of 
February,-  off  Cape  St.  Vincent. 
The  Britifh  fleet,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
corredily,  the  Britifh  fquadron  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  admiral  fir 
John  Jervis,  amounted  to  no  more 
than  fifteen  fait  of  the  line,  four  fri¬ 
gates,  a  (loop  of  war,  and  a  cutter. 
«— -Of  thefe  fix  were  three-deckers, 
eight  were  of  74  -guns,  and  one 
of  64.  The  Spa  nidi  fleet  confift- 
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ed  of  27  fail  of  the  line,  one  of 
which  was^a  four-decker,  and  car¬ 
ried  136  guns;  fix  were  three- 
deckers”  of  1 12  guns  each  ;  two  of 
84  guns,  and  eighteen  of  74. 

The  Spanifli  admiral,  Don  Jofef 
de  Cordova,  had  failed  from  Car- 
thagena  on  the  4th  of  February, 
and  pallid  Gibraltar  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  having  left  in  that  bay 
three  line  of  battle  Blips,  fuppofed 
to  be  laden  with  military  Fores, 
for  the  S pa u i fh  troops  before  that 
garrifon.  On  'he  night  of  the  1  ith, 
this  fleet  had  been  difeovered  by 
the  Minerva  frigate,  which  carried 
the  broad  pendant  of  commodore 
Nelfon,  then  on  his  way  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  join  admiral  Jer¬ 
vis.  Captain. Foote,  of  the  Niger, 
alfo  kept  company  with  them  for 
fome  days  previous  to  the  13th, 
and  that  night  they  approached  fo 
near  the  Britifh  fleet,  that  their  fig- 
nal  guns  were  diftindtly  heard.  The 
fignals  were,  therefore,  made  that 
night  to  the  Britifh  fleet  to  prepare 
for  battle ;  and  at  day-break  on 
the  14th,  they  were  in  complete 
order.  The  morning  was  dark  and 
hazy;  but  about  half  pail  fix,  the 
Cullodbn  made  the  fignal  for  five 
fail  in  the  fouth-weft  quarter;  at 
eiaht  o’clock,  the  fquadron  was  or- 
dcred  to  form  in  clofe  order,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  alter  the  fignal 
was  repeated  to  prepare  for  bat¬ 
tle. 

At  a  little  after  ten,  the  Minerva 
frigate  made  the  fignal  for  20  fail  in 
the  fouth-weft  quarter,  and  in  about 
half  an  hout  after  the  enemy’s  fleet 
were  vilible  to  all  the  Britifh  fqua¬ 
dron.  The  fliips  fir  ft  difeovtred 
by  the  Culloden,  were  at  this  period 
feparated  from  their  main  body, 
which  was  bearing  down  in  fome 
confufion  to  join  the  leparated 
{hips.  It  appeared  to  have  been 
the  Britifh  admiral’s  intention  at 
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the  firft,  to  cut  off  thefe  veffels 
from  the  enemy’s  fleet,  before  the 
main  body  could  arrive  to  their  af- 
fi  fiance,  and  with  this  view,  the 
fail  failing  (hips  were  ordered  to 
Chace ;  but  obferving  the  near  po¬ 
rtion  of  their  main  body,  he  after¬ 
wards  formed  his  fleet  into  a  line 
of  battle  a- head  and  a-flern,  as  moil: 
Convenient. 

At  about  26  minutes  pafl  1 1,  the 
admiral  communicated  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  pafs  through  the  enemy  s 
line,  and  immediately  after  the  fig- 
nal  was  made  to  engage.  At  about 
half  pafl  11,  the  adtion  commenced 
bv  the  van  fhip,  the  Culloden, 
commanded  by  captain  Trow¬ 
bridge,  firing  againfl  the.  enemy’s 
head-molt  {hips  to  the  windward; 
as  the  fquadron  advanced,  how¬ 
ever,  the  action  became  more  ge¬ 
neral,  and  it  was  foon  apparent  that 
the  Britifii  admiral  had  accom- 
plifhed  his  defign  of  palling  through 
the  enemv’s  line.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  regular  and  animated  hie 
of  the  Britifh  fleet  was  but  feebly 
returned  by  the  enemy  s  Blips  to 
windward,  which  were  aifo  com¬ 
pletely  prevented  from  joining  their 
companions  to  leeward  and  oblig¬ 
ed  to  haul  their  wind  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack.  Thus,  a  part  of  the 
Spanith  fleet  was  effectually  cut  off 
from  the  main  body,  and  they  weie 
reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  alio 
forming  on  their  larboard  tack,  ap¬ 
parently  with  the  intention  of  pall¬ 
ing  through,  or  to  the  leeward  of 
the  Britifh  line,  but  fuch  was  the 
reception  they  experienced  fiom 
the  centre  of  the  Britifh  ;  that  they 
were  obliged  to  put  about,  and  did 
not  appear  again  in  the  a 61  ion  till 

the  clofe  of  the  day. 

The  British  admiral  having  thus 
.fortunately  obtained  his  firli  object, 
now  diredted  his  whole  attention 
£0  the  enemy’s  main  body  to  wind¬ 


ward,  which  was  reduced  at  this 
time  by  the  feparation  of  the  Blips 
to  leeward,  to  18  fail  of  the  line. 
At  a  little  after  12  o’clock,  the  fig- 
nal  was  made  for  the  Britifh  fleet  to 
tack  in  fuccefiion,  and  foon  after 
the  fignal  for  again  palling  the  ene¬ 
my’s  line  ;  while  the  Spanifh  ad¬ 
miral's  defign  appeared  to  be  to 
join  his  Blips  to  leeward,  by  wear¬ 
ing  round  the  rear  of  the  Britifii 
line.  The  intention  of  the  enemy 
was,  however,  foon  perceived  by 
commodore  Nelfon,  whofe  Bation 
in  the  rear  afforded  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  obferving  the  manoeuvre. 
In  order  to  fruffrate  the  defign, 
therefore,  his  Blip,  the  Captain,  had 
no  fooner  pa  fled  the  Spanith  real, 
than  he  ordered  her  to  wear  and 
Band  on  the  other  tack  towards 
the  enemy.  In  executing  this  bold 
manoeuvre,  the  commodore  found 
himfelf  along-fide  of  the  Spanifh 
admiral,  the  Santiffima  Trinidad, 
of  ig6  guns,  which  is  faid  to  be 
the  large  ft  Blip  at  prefent  in  evid¬ 
ence.  Notwithstanding  this  im- 
me  life  difparity  (the  Captain  being 
only  a  74))  this  brave  oflicer  did 
not  Birink  from  the  contefl,  though 
the  Spaniard  was  alfo  warmly  flip- 
ported  by  her  two  feconds  a-head 
and  a-flern,  which  were  each  of 
them  three-deckers.  While  he  fuf- 
tained,  however,  this  unequal  con- 
fiia,  his  friends  were  eagerly  prefix¬ 
ing  to  his  afti fiance  ;  the  enemy’s 
attention,  therefore,  was  foon  di- 
re6ted  to  the  Culloden,  captain 
Trowbridge,  and  the  Blenheim, 
captain  Frederick ;  and  the  able 
fup port  afforded  by  thefe  veflels  to 
commodore  Nelfon,  and  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  rear-admiral  Parker,  with 
four  others  of  the  Britifii  line,  de¬ 
termined  the  Soanifii  commander 
to  reiinquifii  his  defign  of  rejoining 
his  Blips  to  leeward,  and  to  make 
the  fignal  for  his  main  body  to  haul 
Q^4  thejr 
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their  wind,  and  make  fail  on  the 
larboard  tack. 

The  advantage  was  now  evi¬ 
dently  on  the  fide  of  the  Britifh; 
and  while  the  advanced  divifion 
warmly  prefied  the  centre  and  t  ear 
of  the  enerrv,  the  admiral  meditat¬ 
ed  with  his  divifion  a  co-operation, 
which  mull  effectually  compel  fome 
of  them  to  furrender.  In  the  con- 
fufion  of  their  retreat,  feveralofthe 
Spanifh  Ihips  had  doubled  on  each 
other.  It  was,  therefore,  admiral 
Jervis’s  plan,  to  reach  the  weather- 
moft  of  thofe  fhips,  then  to  bear  up 
and  rake  them  all  in  fucceflion, 
with  the  feven  fhips  compoling  his 
divifion.  The  cafual  pofition  of 
the  rear  fhips  in  his  own  divifion, 
however,  prevented  his  executing 
this  defign. — He  therefore  ordered 
the  leading  Blip,  the  Excellent, 
captain  Collmgwood,  to  bear  up, 
while,  with  his  own  fhip,  the  Vic¬ 
tory,  he  palled  to  leeward  of  the 
rear-moll:  fhips  of  the  enemy.  Cap¬ 
tain  Collingwood,  in  obedience  to 
the  admiral’s  orders,  paffed  between 
the  two  fear-moft  Ihips  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  gave  one  of  them,  the  San 
Ifidro,  fo  effectual  a  broadfide,  that, 
having  been  much  injured  before, 
file  was  obliged  to  fubmit.  The 
Excellent  then  paffed  on  to  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  captain,  which  wTas  en¬ 
gaged  with  a  three-decker,  carry¬ 
ing  a  flag;  but  before  the  could 
arrive  this  veflel  became  entangled 

O 

with  her  fecond,  a  two-decker. 
In  this  {late  they  were  both  board¬ 
ed  by  the  captain,  and  the  final ler 
of  them, .the  San  Nicholas,  was  in  a 
iliort  time  in  the  poffeliion  of  her 
opponents.  The  three-decker,  the 
San  Jofef,  followed  the  fate  of  her 
fecond.  and  became  immediately 
a  prize  to  commodore  Nelfon,  who 
headed  the  party  which  boarded 
h  r  rorn  the  San  Nicholas.  In 
t.-.,-;  mean  time,  admiral  Jervis  had 
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ordered  the  Victory  to  be  placed  on 
the  lee  quarter  of  the  rear- moll; 
fhip  of  the  enemy,  the  Salvador 
del  Mundo;  and  threw  in  fo  ef¬ 
fectual  a  difcharge,  ihat  her  com¬ 
mander,  feeing  the  Barfleur,  carry¬ 
ing  vice-admiral  Waidegrave’s  flag, 
bearing  down  to  fecond  the  Victo¬ 
ry,  thought  proper  to  {trike. 

Thus  four  of  the  enemy’s  fhips 
were  in  pofleffion  of  the  Britifh  ; 
while  the  van  fliips  continued  to 
prefs  hard  on  the  Santillima  Trini¬ 
dad,  the  Spanifh  admiral’s  fhip,  and 
the  others  which  compofed  the  rear 
of  the  flying  fleet.  The  career  of 
victory  was,  however,  flopped  by 
circumftances,  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Britifh  commander  to  controul, 
The  fliips,  which  in  the  morning 
had  been  feparated  from  the  main 
body  of  the  Spanifh  fleet,  were  now 
able  to  make  their  approach ;  two 
frefh  fliips  alfo,  which  had  not  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  aCtion,  bore  down 
from  windward,  and  two  of  the 
flying  fhips  tacked  about  to  fup- 
port  their  chiefs.  Thefe  circum¬ 
ftances,  therefore,  with  the  latenefs 
of  the  hour,  and  the  neceffity  of 
fecuring  the  prizes,  determined  the 
conquering  admiral  to  bring  to, 
A  little  after  four  in  the  afternoon, 
the  flgnal  was  made  to  this  effeCt ; 
and  a  ftrong  line  was  formed  for 
the  protection  of  the  prizes  and 
difabled  veflels.  The  enemy’s  frefh 
fliips,  on  approaching,  opened  a  fire 
on  the  covering  fliips,  but  though 
fuperior  in  number,  and  frefh  for 
aCtion,  they  contented  themielves 
with  a  few  irregular  broadfides,  and 
left  the  Britifh  admiral  to  fail  off 
triumphantly  with  his  prizes,  which 
the  reader  will  remember  amounted 
to  four,  viz.  two,  the  Salvador  del 
Mundo,  and  the  San  Jofef  of  nz 
guns,  the  San  Nicholas  of  84,  and 
the  San  Ifidro  of  74  guns.  The 
Spanifh  admiral,  which  was  greatly 
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the  objefl  of  attention  to  the  Bri- 
tifti  fhips,  was  rendered  a  perfecft 
wreck;  her  firing  had  ceafed  be¬ 
fore  the  clofe  of  the  adtion,  and 
fome  even  affirm,  that  llie  had 
ftruck  her  colours.  The  lofs  of 
the  Britifih  in  this  engagement,  in 
killed  and  wounded,  was  exactly 
300  men;  the  lofs  of  the  Spaniards, 
in  the  fhips  which  were  captured, 
amounted  to  693,  and  the  fhips 
which  efcrped  muft:  aifo  have  buf¬ 
fered  confiderably. 

So  important  a  victory  with  fo 
decifive  a  difparity  of  force,  is, 
perhaps,  unparalleled  in  our  naval 
annals.  The  ability  difplayed  by 
the  commander,  was  only  to  be  e- 
qualled  by  tne  valour  and  adroit- 
nefs  of  the  feamen  ;  indeed  we  have 
been  informed  by  an  eye  witnels, 
that  the  fire  of  the  Britifli  was  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  their  opponents, 
in  the  proportion  of  five  or  fix  to 
one,  during  the  whole  of  the  ac¬ 
tion  :  and  the  expenditure  of  am¬ 
munition  was  consequently  beyond 
example.— The  Culloden,  it  is  faid, 
expended  170  barrels  of  powder; 
the  Captain  146;  and  the  Blenheim, 
180.  The  Spaniards  fought  brave- 
ly,  but  with  little  fkill ;  and  it  is 
but  fair  to  remark,  that  their  fleet 
was  ill-equipped  and  very  indiffer¬ 
ently  manned,  and  in  no  refpedt  fit 
for  adlion;  their  flag- fh ip  had  not 
more  than  fixty  or  eighty  feamen 
on  board,  the  reft  confilfed  of  im- 
prefied  landmen,  or  foldiers  of  their 
new  levies. 

As  the  port  of  Cadiz  had  been 
their  original  deftination,  and  as 
many  of  their  fhips  were  difabied, 
the  Spaniards  manifefted  rio  incli¬ 
nation  to  renew  the  action,  but 
took  fhelter  in  Cadiz,  where  they 
have  ever  fince  remained  blocked 
up  by  the  victorious  admiral.  Soon 
after  the  news  arrived  of  the  en¬ 
gagement,  fir  John  Jervis  was  cre¬ 


ated  a  Britifli  peer  by  the  title  of 
lord  St.  Vincent,  in  allufion  to  the 
place  where  this  extraordinary  vic¬ 
tory  was  achieved. 

The  Dutch  were  ftili  moie  un¬ 
fortunate  than  the  Spaniards  in 
their  naval  operations,  though  ft  eir 
failure  was,  it  muft  be  confeffed, 
lels  inglorious.  It  was  known  for 
a  confiderable  time  in  England, 
that  immenfe  preparations  were 
making  in  the  ports  of  Holland  ; 
and  the  fleet  of  admiral  Duncan 
had  blocked  up  the  Texel,  during 
a  great  part  of  the  fummer.  The 
Dutch  fleet  was  ready  for  fea  fome 
time  before  it  left  the  Texel,  and 
the  command  of  it  was  entrufted  to 
admiral  de  Winter,  a  brave  and 
judicious  officer,  who  had  been  a 
lieutenant  in  the  famous  acftion  off 
the  Dogger  Bank  in  the  laft  war, 
and  was  afterwards  advanced  to  the 
rank  cf  captain  ;  but  having  taken 
part  againft  the  Stadtholder  in  the 
memorable  ftruggle  of  1786,  he 
was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in 
France,  where  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  a  major  general,  and 
returned  to  his  country  with  the 
army  of  Pichegru.  W7hen  the  or¬ 
der  tovput  to  fea  was  firft  iffued 
by  the  Dutch  convention,  the  ad¬ 
miral,  confcious  of  his  inferiority 
to  the  Britifli  force,  remonftrated 
flrongly  (it  is  aflerted)  againft  the 
order,  but  having  received  a  fe- 
cond  pofitive  order  to  that  effect, 
he  determined,  whatever  the  force 
of  the  Britifli  might  be,  not  to 
flirink  from  the  conteft,  but  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  his  flag  in 
every  circumftance,  however  ad- 
verfe  to  his  u  i flies. 

The  deftination  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  was  never  openly  avowed; 
but  it  has  fince  appeared  that  the 
invahon  of  Ireland  was  the  objecft, 
and  that  a  large  body  of  troops  un¬ 
der  general  Daendaels  had  been  ac¬ 
tually 


tn ally  embarked  for  that  purpofe,  feven  of  64  guns;  and  two  of  50: 
but  were  afterwards  put  on  fliore  in  ail  16,  befiaes  riigates.  1  he  iu» 
when  the  peremptory  order  was  periority  in  men  and  guns  was, 
ifTued  to  admiral’  de  Winter,  to  therefore,  evidently  on  the  lide  of 
hazard  an  engagement  with  the  the  Bntifli,  though,  had  it  been  o- 
Britifn  fleet,  in  obpofition  to  his  therwife,  fuch  is  the  Ikill  and  alert- 
prefling  remonflrances.  The  Bid-  nefs  of  the  Eiiglifh  feamen,  that 
tifli  admiral  had,  at  this  period  of  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  vidory 
which  we  are  now  treating  (the  would  Bill  have  attended  their  ex« 


beginning  of  October),  quitted  his 
ftation  oh  the  Texel,  and  retired  to 
Yarmouth  roads  to  refit :  a  circum- 
fiance  which  might  weigh  with  the 
Dutch  miniftry,  in  preiiing  the  de¬ 
parture  of  their  fleet.  A  fmall  fqua- 
dron  only,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Trollope,  in  the  RufTcl  of  74 
guns,  was  left  as  a  fquadron  of  oofei  - 
vation  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
9th  of  October,  a  fignal  was  made  by 
a  veflel  at  the  backofYarmou  thfands 
to  admiral  Duncan,  intimating  that 
the  Dutch  fleet  was  at  fea.  The 
whole  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  confid¬ 
ing  ot  16  fail  of  the  line  and  tiuce 
frigates,  got  under  weigh  with  fur- 
prifiug  alacrity,  and  were  out  of 
fight  fn  the  afternoon.  At  nine  in 
the  morning  of  the  1 1  th,  the  admi¬ 
ral  got  fight  of  captain  Trollope’s 
lquadron,  with  fignals  flying  for 
an  enemy  to  leeward.  The  admi¬ 
ral  immediately  bore  up,  and  made 
the  fignal  for  a  general  chece,  and 
in  lets  than  an  hour  came  within 
fight  of  the  enemy,  forming  in  a 
line  on  the  larboatd  tack  to  receive 
him. 

The  Dutch  fleet  confided  of  four 
fill  os  of  74  guns  ■,  live  of  60  ;  two 
of  64  ;  four  of  so,  and  two  of  44; 
in  all  15  (hips' of  above  50.  guns, 
and  17  ftiips  of  force,  befides  a  few 
fmailtr  frigates.  The  Bri-ifii  fleet 
confided  of  feven  Blips  of  74  guns; 


ertions. 

As  the  Britifli  admiral  approach¬ 
ed  near,  he  made  the  fignal  for  the 
fleet  to  fiiorten  fail  in  order  to  con¬ 
ned*  them  ;  foon  after  he  faw  the 
land  between  Camperdown  and 
Egmont,  about  nine  miles  to  lee¬ 
ward  of  the  enemy,  and  finding 
there  was  no  time  to  be  lofl  in 
making  the  attack,  at  half  pad  1 1 
he  made  the  fignal  to  bear  up, 
break  the  enemy’s  line,  and  engage 
them  to  leeward,  each  fhip  her  op¬ 
ponent  ;  and  by  thefe  means  he  got 
between  them  and  the  land  whither 
they  were  fad  approaching.  The 
Dutch  admiral,  perceiving  the  de¬ 
fig  n  of  Ids  opponent,  made  at  the 
fame  time  the  fignal  to  clofe  ;  he 
was,  in  this  indance,  alertly  obeyed 
by  the  vice  admiral  Reventjics;  but 
rear  admiral  Story,  with  three  other 
flops  of  the  centre  diviflon,  ran  off 
in  the  very  commencement  of  the 
adtion,  and  entered  the  Texel  the 
following  day. 

The  fignals  of  the  Britifli  admi¬ 
ral,  on  the  contrary,  were  obeyed 
with  great  promptitude  by  the 
whole  fleet.  Vice-admiral  Onflow, 
in  the  Monarch,  bore  down  on  the 
enemy’s  rear  in  a  mod  gallant  man¬ 
ner,  and  was  followed  by  his  whole 
diviflon  *.  The  adtion  commenced 
at  about  40  minutes  after  twelve 
o’clock,  at  which  time  every  drip 


*  The  Britifh  fleet  was  in  two  divifions,  the  (larboard  or  weather  diviflon  under  ad¬ 
miral  Duncan;  and  the  larboard  or  lee  diviflon,  under  vice-admiral  Onflow.  1  he 
Dutch  was  in  three  divifions,  the  van  commanded  by  vice-admiral  Reventjies  and  rear- 
admiral  Me  ales,  the  centre  commanded  by  admiral  de  Winter,  and  the  rear  by  rear- 
admiral  Bloys.  r 
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tof  the  Britifh  had  broken  the  ene¬ 
my’s  line,  and  cut  them  off  from 
getting  into  the  Texel,  the  land  be¬ 
ing  then  diftant  about  feven  miles. 
While  the  rear  was  attacked  by  the 
larboard  divifion  under  vice-admiral 
Onflow,  the  commander  in  chief 
direded  all  his  attention  to  the  ene¬ 
my’s  van ;  and  his  own  fhip  the 
Venerable  was  in  dole  a&ion  for 
near  two  hours  and  a  half,  when  he 
obferved  all  the  mafts  of  the  Dutch 
admiral’s  fhip  go  by  the  board  5  fhe 
was,  however,  defended  for  fome 
time  after  in  a  moil:  gallant  man¬ 
ner,  but  being  overpowered  by 
numbers  her  colours  were  ft  ruck  to 
the  Venerable  ;  admiral  de  Winter 
himfelf  being,  it  is  faid,  the  only 
man  left  on  "the  quarrer-deck  who 
was  not  either  k hied  or  wounded. 

About  the  fame  time  the  vice- 
admiral’s  fliip  appeared  difmafted, 
and  furrendered  to  admiral  Onflow. 
Several  others  of  the  Dutch  (ac¬ 
cording  to  fome  reports,  not  iefs 
than  13  in  all)  had  {truck  before 
half  paft  three  o’clock ;  but  the 
Britifh  admiral  finding  himfelf  in 
only  nine  fathoms  water,  and  but 
five  miles  from  the  land,  had  ids 
attention  fo  much  occupied  in  get¬ 
ting  the  heads  of  the  di fabled  fhips 
off  the  fliore,  that  lie  was  not  able 
to  diftinguifh  the  number  which 
were  captured;  and  the  wind  blow¬ 
ing  conftantlv  on  the  land,  the 
Britifh  fhips  were  unavoidably  di- 
fperfed.  Some  of  the  velfels  which 
had  (truck  therefore  took  advantage 
of  the  night  to  efcape,  and  two  or 
three  of  them  were  leeii  going  into 
'  the  Texel  the  following  morning. 
The  prizes,  however,  which  were 
fecured,  were  eight  (hips  of  the  line, 
two  of  56  guns,  one  of  44,  and  a 
frigate.  One  of  thefe,  however, 
the  Delft  of  56  guns,  foundered 
within  fight  of  the  Britifh  coaft, 
and  the  frigate  alio  was  loft. 


A  more  bloody  conflitft  than  this 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  naval 
hiftory  of  this  country.  The  lofs 
in  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
nine  fhips  only  of  admiral  Duncan’s 
fleet  was  upwards  of  700.  The 
lofs  of  the  Dutch  muff  have  been 
immenfe.  The  carnage  on  board 
the  two  fhips  that  bore  the  admirals’ 
flags  was  (in  the  words  of  lord 
Duncan)  “  beyond  all  deferip- 
tionj”  there  were  not  lefs  than  250 
men  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
each  of  them,  and  none  of  the 
Dutch  fhips  that  furrendered,  it  is 
faid,  loft  iefs  than  100  men.  The 
Britifh  loft  in  the  action  cant.  Bur- 
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gefs,  of  the  Ardent,  and  feveral 
other  officers  were  killed  and 
wounded.  The  Dutch  vice-admi¬ 
ral  Reventjies,  died  foon  after  his 
arrival  in  England.  The  battle  was 
fought  fo  near  the  fliore  that  every 
manceuvre  might  be  diftindfly  feen, 
and  the  whole  coaft  for  many  miles 
was  crowded  with  thoufands  of 
fpedtators,  who  had  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  of  oblerving  the  entire  de- 
ftrudiion  c f  their  own  fleet,  with¬ 
out  the  pofiibility  of  affording  them 
relief. 

The  great  merit  of  admiral  Dun¬ 
can  in  this  action.  was  the  running 
his  fleet  between  the  enemy  and  a 
lee- fliore;  a  ftep  which  none  of  his 
predeceffors  had  ever  dared  to  take 
in  fimilar  circumftances, and  which 
was  confidered  as  too  hazardous  to 
be  attempted  even  by  admiral  Kep- 
pel,  who  was  not  deficient  either  in 
judgment  or  fpirit.  This,  it  is  ob¬ 
vious,  and  this  alone,  rendered  the 
vieftorv  of  admiral  Duncan  fo  deej- 
five  as  it  proved  ;  and  he  (bowed 
that  his  judgment  in  doling  the 
conteft  in  proper  time,  and  in  ex¬ 
tricating  his  fleet  and  prizes  from 
fo  difficult  a  filiation,  was  equal  to 
his  bold  nr  (s  in  hazarding  fo  deci- 
five  a  meafure.  The  gallant  admi¬ 
ral 
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ral  immediately  on  his  return  was 
created  baron  Duncan,  of  Lundie 
in  the  (hire  of  Perth  (the  place  of 
his  nativity),  and  vifcount  Duncan 
of  Camperdown,  in  allufion  to  that 
part  of  the  coafi  of  Holland  where 
the  victory  was  achieved. 

We  have  often  had  occafion  to 
remark,  that  while  the  Englifh  na¬ 
tion  is  invincible  at  fea,  they  fliould 
never  engage  without  the  molt  ur¬ 
gent  necefiity  in  military  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  land.  In  the  month  of 
July  the  Spaniards  received  fome 
confolation  for  their  ignominious 
defeat  off  cape  St.  Vincent’s,  by 
the  total  failure  of  an  attempt  on 
the  ifland  of  Tenerilfe  by  a  part  of 
the  fame  fquadron  which  had  de¬ 
feated  their  grand  fleet  011  the  four¬ 
teenth  of  February.  From  a  va¬ 
riety  of  intelligence  which  lord  St. 
Vincent  had  received  he  was  led 
to  confider  the  town  of  Santa  Cruz, 
in  the  ifland  of  Teneriffe,  as  an  af- 
failable  object.  On  the  15th  of 
July  therefore  the  commander  in 
chief  difpatched  fir  Horatio  Nel- 
fon,  now  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
rear-admiral,  with  four  {hips  of  the 
line,  three  frigates,  and  two  cutters, 
to  make  an  attack  upon  that  place. 
On  his  arrival  before  the  town  the 
rear-admiral,  finding  it  impoliible 
for  the  fiiips  to  approach  fufnciently 
near  the  town,  ordered,  from  the 
different  fiiips  under  his  command, 
one  thoufand  men  to  be  landed  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  c.apt.  Trow¬ 
bridge,  of  the  Cullcden,  and  cap¬ 
tains  Hood,Thompfon,Freemantle, 
Bowen,  Miller,  and  Waller.  The 
boats  of  the  fleet  were  accordingly 
manned,  and  the  landing  was  ef¬ 
fected  in  the  courfe  of  the  night. 
The  party  with  little  or  no  oppofi- 
tion  entered  the  town  of  Santa 


Cruz,  of  which  they  were  in  full 
pofleffion  for  about  feven  hours. 
Finding  it  impracticable,  however, 
to  ftorm  the  fort,  they  prepared  for 
their  retreat,  but  in  this  they  were 
prevented  by  frefii  reinforcements 
having  arrived  to  the  garrifon,  and 
by  the  circumflance  of  the  boats 
having  been  ftoven  by  the  violence 
of  the  large  upon  the  beach.  Thus 
circumftanced,  the  Spanifli  general 
fummoned  the  Britifli  commander 
to  furrender  ;  but  received  for  an- 
fwer  that  he  would  not  capitulate 
as  long  as  a  man  remained  alive. 
The  conduCt  of  the  Spaniard  on 
this  occafion  reflects  the  higheft 
honour  on  his  character,  and  on 
the  military  profeffion.  On  receiv¬ 
ing  the  reply  of  the  Britifli  com¬ 
mander,  he  immediately,  it  is  faid, 
difpatched  a  polite  meflage  to  ad¬ 
miral  Neifon,  informing  him,  that, 
to  fpare  the  efFufion  of  human 
blood,  he  and  the  remains  of  his 
forces  were  at  liberty  to  return  in 
peace  to  their  fiiips ;  and  that  he 
would  even  provide  them  with 
boats,  as  their  own  were  unfit  for 
the  fervice  —  With  a  generofity 
worthy  of  a  great  man,  it  is  added, 
hefurnifhed  the  retreating  invaders 
with  a  ratio  of  bifcuit  and  wine, 
and  conveyed  them  on  board  their 
refpeCtive  veflels  not  as  enemies  but 
as  friends.  If  there  be  any  truth 
in  this  reprefentation,  which  we 
have  copied  from  the  daily  papers, 
it  would  have  been  becoming  in 
the  publifher  of  the  gazette  to  have 
fpoken  of  this  magnanimity  in  the 
terms  it  deferved.  Though  the 
gazette,  however,  is  filent  both  as 
to  thefe  faCts,  and  as  to  the  refin¬ 
ance  which  the  Britifli  forces  met 
with  from  the  garrifon,  the  lofs  in 
killed  and  wounded  in  this  unfor- 


*  Thus  it  -was  hated  in  the  gazette;  but  fome  of  the  oppofition  papers  have  aflerted 
that  the  expedition  was  forced  upon  him  by  the  minifters. 
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funate  expedition  was  yet  confi- 
derable.  Rear-admiral  Nelfon  loft 
his  right  arm  by  a  cannon-lhot* 
Capt.  Bowen,  of  the  Terpfichore, 
an  excellent  and  refpeCfable  of¬ 
ficer,  with  his  firft  lieutenant  and 
the  whole  of  his  boat’s  crew,  went 
to  the  bottom  by  a  (hell  falling  in 
the  boat  in  which  they  were  row¬ 
ing  to  the  ftiore.  The  captain  of 
marines  of  the  Emerald  frigate  was 
alfo  killed,  and  capt.  Freemantle 
wounded.  The  total  lofs  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  fomething  fliort 
of  300  men  —  a  daughter  almoft  as 
numerous  as  in  the  memorable  vic¬ 
tory  of  the  14th  of  February. 

It  would  exceed  our  limits,  and 
render  our  narrative  tedious  to  the 
reader,  to  enumerate  the  various 
captures  which  have  been  made  in 
the  courfe  of  the  campaign  by.  de¬ 
tached  cruizers  and  tingle  frigates. 
As  connected  with  the  general 
events  of  the  war,  it  may  be  proper 
to  mention,  that  on  the  1 6th  of  July 
fir  John  Borlafe  Warren,  with  the 
fquadron  under  his  command,  dif- 
covered  in  Hodierne  bay  a  French 
frigate,  with  fourteen  tranfports 
laden  with  ftores  for  the  French 
navy  under  her  convoy.  Of  thefe, 
eight  became  prizes  to  the  Britifli 
commodore,  two  were  deftroved, 
and  the  Calliope  frigate,  which  was 
the  convoy,  was  driven  on  (here,  and 
fuppofed  to  be  fcuttled  by  her  crew. 
On  the  1  ith  of  the  following  month 
a  corvette  was  driven  on  fliore,  and 
a  gun-boat  funk  at  the  entrance  of 
the  river  Sable  d’Olonne  by  the 
fame  gallant  commander  ;  and  on 
the  27th  he  was  fo  fortunate  as 
to  make  prizes  of  a  convoy  of  five 
more  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ga¬ 
ronne,  which  were  laden  with  naval 
and  military  ftores  for  the  (hips  of 
war  and  privateers  in  the  adjacent 
ports. 
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In  the  Weft  Indies  but  little  re¬ 
markable  occurred  in  the  courfe  of 
the  campaign,  except  the  reduction 
of  Trinidad,  which  was  taken  from 
the  Spaniards  in  the  month  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  by  the  Britifh  forces  under 
the  command  of  fir  Ralph  Aber¬ 
crombie  and  rear-admiral  Harvey. 
On  the  1 2th  of  that  month  the 
forces  deftined  for  the  expedition 
were  embarked  at  Fort  Royal  in 
Martinique.  On  the  16th  the 
Britifh  fquadron  came’ within  fight 
of  Trinidad,  and  (food  towards  the 
gulph  of  Paria.  At  half  pad;  three 
in  the  afternoon  the  Spanifii  fqua¬ 
dron  was  difcovered  at  anchor  in 
Shagramus  bay,  confiding  of  four 
fail  of  the  line,  and  one  frigate,  un¬ 
der  a  rear-admiral’s  flag.  As  the 
day  was  far  advanced  before  he 
approached  the  bay,  and  the  enemy- 
appeared  in  force  on  Gafparaux 
ifland,  the  admiral  ordered  three  of 
the  ftiips  of  war  to  proceed  a  little 
farther  up  the  gulph,  and  anchor 
with  all  the  tranfports,  while  three 
others  were  directed  to  keep  under 
fail  during  the  night,  to  prevent 
any  veflel  failing  from  port  Efpagne. 
At  two  o’clock  the  following 
morning  the  Spanifh.  fquadron  was 
difcovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  every 
one  of  them  but  one  was  confumed. 
This  unexpected  change  of  affairs 
directed  the  whole  attention  of  the 
general  to  the  attack  of  the  town,, 
of  which  he  pofleffed  himfelf  with 
little  or  no  refiftance.  Soon  after 
a  capitulation  was  entered  into 
with  the  governor,  and  the  whole 
colonv  fubmitted  to  his  Britannic 
majefty. 

An  attempt  which  proved  not 
fo  fuccefsful  was  foon  after  made 
by  the  fame  forces  which  had  re¬ 
duced  Trinidad  againft  Porto  Rico. 
On  Monday,  1  7th  of  April,  the  fleet 
under  the  command  of  admiral 
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Harvey  made  the  ifland  of  Porto 
Rico,  and  came  to  anchor  at  Con- 
grejos  point.  The  next  morning  the 
troops  under  fir  Ralph  Abercrom¬ 
bie  were  di fern  barked  in  a  l  mall 
bay  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland 
with  little  oppofition  from  about 
100  of  the  enemy.  On  approach¬ 
ing  the  town,  however,  it  was  found 
to  be  too  ftrongly  fortified,  and  too 
adtively  defended  by  gun-boats  and 
other  craft  to  admit  of  any  hope  of 
fuccefs.  After  bombarding  the 
town  for  fome  days  on  the  fouth 
fide  near  a  large  magazine,  but 
without  effedf,  the  general  reim- 
barked  his  troops  on  the  30th  of 
April,  anti  retired  with  the  lofs  of 
about  200  men. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Barba- 
does,  fir  Ralph  Abercrombie  ac¬ 
quainted  the  council  that  he  had  it 


in  command  to  raife  immediately 
and  embody  fome  regiments  of 
negroes,  to  be  procured  chiefly  by 
purchafe  in  the  different  Britilh 
iflands.  The  general  aflembly  of 
Barbadoes,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  took  the  fubjecl  under 
confideration  in  the  latter  end  of 
January.  The  fpeaker,,  fir  John 
Gay  Alleyne,  rofe  and  Bated  his 
reafons  for  propofing  refolutions 
adverfe  to  government ;  and  after 
fome  deliberation  the  aflembly  re- 
folved,  that  the  propofed  meafure 
would  be  more  likely  to  prove  de- 
flrudtive  than  advantageous  to  the 
defence  of  the  ifland.  A  firnilar 
refolution,  we  have  been  informed, 
was  entered  into  by  the  aflembly  of 
Jamaica — fo  little  confidence  have 
the  traffickers  in  man  in  the  fidelity 
of  thole  whom  they  hold  in  chains. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Campaign  in  Italy — Vaf  Preparations  of  the  Emperor — Firfi  Movement  of 
the  Aufrian  Army — Advanced  Guard  of  the  French  defeated- — Buonaparte 
takes  the  Field — Aufrians  defeated  near  Verona-—  French  driven  from  Co¬ 
rona — Battle  of  St.  Marco ,  where  the  Aufrians  were  complete [y  routed — 
Advances  of  General  P  rover  a — French  Retreat  fom  Rouco — Battle  of  Ri- 
tyoU — Rear -guard  of  General  P  rover  a  cut  of  by  Anger  can — Battle  of  St. 
George  and  La  Favourite — P  rover  a  taken  with  his  whole  Army —  Aufrians 
dfpefed  and  defeated  in  different  Parts  —French  enter  Rover  edo — T  ent  taken, 
by  the  French — Surrender  of  Mantua — Invafion  of  the  Papal  Territories  — 
French  take  Poffeffion  of  Lcrctto — Pope  f  licit s  a  Negotiation  — Treaty  with 
the  Pope — Aufrian  Army  again  recruited ■ — The  Archduke  Charles  affumes 
phe  Command— Aufrians  fall  back  on  the  Approach  of  Maffena — Rear¬ 
guard  of  the  Aufrian >  taken  by  Maffena — Aufrians  defeated  on  the  Banks 
of  the  Tagliamento ■ — Village  of  Gradijla  taken — p ahna-nueva  and  Town 
of  Gradijkataken — Goritz  taken  with  all  the  Aufrian  Magazines — French 
enter  Triefe — Battle  of  Tarvis — -La  Chinfe  taken  and  all  the  Aufir'an  Bag¬ 
gage- _ Battle  of  Lavis — Botzen  and  Brixen  taken — Battle  of  Clagenfort 

_ _ Letter  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Arch- duke — French  ddven  from  Botzen 

and  Brixen — Battle  of  Rewmark — Battle  of  Hun} made — Movements  on 

the  Rhine Armflice — Treaty — Preliminaries  figncd  between  the  Emperor 

and  France — Government  of  Venice  overthrown  by  the  French — -Govern¬ 
ment  of  Genoa  changed. 


IN  the  lively  but  fo  me  what  in¬ 
flated  language  which  has  lat- 
terly  been  charadderidic  of  the 
Trench  hidorians,  the  combats  of 
Buonaparte  with  the  power  of  Au- 
ftria,  in  Italy,  iiave  been  compared 
to  that  of  Hercules  with  the  Ler- 
nean  Hydra.  One  vaft  army  was 
no  fooner  dedroyed  than  another 
Pill  more  formidable  was  feen  to 
alfiime  its  place,  and  threaten  anew 
deftruCtion  to  the  victorious  af- 
failant.  Not  difeouraged  by  the 
calamitous  defeat  at  Arcole,  and 
the  confequent  deftruCtion  of  his 
braved  troops,  the  emperor,  during 
the  fhort  refpite  which  the  dead  or 
winter  afforded,  redoubled  his  ef¬ 
forts,.  and  depopulated  his  mod 
dour  idling  provinces,  to  raife  frefli 
levies  for  the  relief  of  Mantua,  and 
the  expuldon  of  the  Gallic  armies 


from  his  Italian  dominions.  The 
young  men  of  Vienna,  not  except* 
ing  tnofe  of  the  higiwd  families, 
were  embodied  into  military  co.psr 
and  lent  pod  (a  method  which  was 
fird  adopted  by  the  French  in  the 
Vendean  war)  to  recruit  the  aniny 
of  Alvinzi.  The  grand  objeCf  was 
did  the  fame,  to  penetrate  at  fome 
point  or  other  the  line  of  defence 
Buonaparte  had  edablifned;  to 
march  down  a  drong  comma  upon 
Mantua,  to  raife  the  blockade,  to 
bring  once  moie  the  experienced 
Wurmfer  into  the  open  held,  and 
by  one  effort  to  render  nuga  ory  all 
the  preceding  fucceffes  of  the 
French  commander.  It  required 
the  a&ive  genius  of  Buonaparte  to 
ward  off  a  blow  fo  judicioudy 
aimed — it  required  that  good  for¬ 
tune,  which  was  his  invariable  at* 

tendant. 
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tendant,  to  give  effect  to  thofe  bold 
and  unprecedented  manoeuvres 
which  he  employed. 

It  was  the  latter  end  of  Decem¬ 
ber  before  the  French  commander 
prepared  to  take  the  field.  The 
armv  of  Alvinzi  amounted  at  this 
time,  according  to  report,  to  50,000 
men,  and  was  polled  on  the  Brenta 
v  and  in  the  Tyrol;  while  the  repub¬ 
lican  army  extended  along  the 
Adige,  occupied  the  line  of  Monte¬ 
bello,  Corona,  and  Rivoli,  with  ad¬ 
vanced  guards  before  Verona  and 
Porto  Legnago.  Mantua  Hill  re¬ 
mained  in  a  Hate  of  clofe  blockade. 
According  to  a  letter  from  the  em¬ 
peror  to  general  Wurmfer,  the  gar- 
jrifon  mull  have  been  reduced  to 
the  greateft  extremity,  in  the  article 
of  provifions  efpecially,  having  no 
animal  food  but  the  fielh  of  their 
horfes. 

The  Auftrian  army  commenced 
its  hoflile  movements  on  the  7th 
of  January,  and  on  the  following 
day  the  divifion  which  had  been 
polled  at  Padua  attacked  the  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  of  general  Augereau, 
which  was  polled  at  Bevelagna,  be¬ 
fore  Porto  Legnago.  After  a  fmart 
Ikirmilh,  the  adjutant-general  Du- 
faux  who  commanded  there  found 
himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  retreat¬ 
ing  to  St.  Zeno,  and  the  next  day 
to  Porto  Legnago,  having  been 
enabled  by  his  refillance  to  give 
time  to  the  whole  line  to  be  fully 
apprifed  of  the  march  of  the  enemy, 
*  and  prepared  to  receive  them. 

Buonaparte  was  himfelf  at  this 
time  at  Bologna.  He,  however,  loll 
no  time  in  detaching  2000  men 
who  were  quartered  there  towards 
the  Adige,  for  the  relief  of  Auge¬ 
reau,  and  immediately  after  fet,  out 
for  Verona,  before  which  place  the 
Aullrians  appeared  on  the  morniqg 
of  the  1 2th.  They  attacked  the 
advanced  guard  under  general  Maf- 
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fena,  and  were  completely  defeated 
with  the  lofs  of  600  prifoners  and 
three  pieces  of  cannon.  The  at¬ 
tack  of  the  Aullrians  it  appears 
was  pretty  general  along  the  French 
line;  for  at  the  fame  moment  that 
the  advanced  polls  of  Maflena  were 
afiaiied,  the  divifion  under  general 
Joubert  was  alfo  attacked  at  Co¬ 
rona.  The  Aullrians  at  firll  gained 
fome  flight  advantages,  and  became 
mailers  of  a  redoubt.  General 
Joubert,  however,  foon  rallied  his 
foldiers,  retook  the  redoubt  by 
llorm,  forced  the  enemy  to  retire 
to  their  former  politico,  and  took 
upwards  of  300  prifoners. 

Repulfed  but  not  defeated,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Aullrians  renewed  the  at¬ 
tack  on  Joubert  the  following  day, 
and  with  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force, 
as  compelled  him^to  evacuate  Co¬ 
rona,  and  take  a  pofition  before 
Rivoli.  This  movement  of  the 
enemy  left  the  French  general  no 
longer  in  doubt  with  refpeft  to  the 
intentions  of  Alvinzi.  It  was  now 
evident  that  the  Auftrian  general 
with  his  main  force  was  defirous  of 
penetrating  his  line  by  the  wav  of 
Rivoli,  and  of  reaching  Mantua  by 
that  route  ;  the  force  with  which 
this  attack  was  to  be  made  was  at 
leall  double  in  number  to  that  un¬ 
der  general  Joubert.  Buonaparte 
now  perceived  that  no  time  was  to 
be  loll.  Fie  ordered  immediately 
large  reinforcements  from  the  di- 
vifion  of  Mafiena,  and  other  quar¬ 
ters,  to  Rivoli,  where  he  arrived  in 
perfon  with  his  Half  the  fame  day 
at  midnight.  The  difpofitions  of 
general  Joubert,  though  excellent 
for  a  fmall  divifion,  he  found  by 
no  means  adapted  to  the  reinforce¬ 
ments  which  he  had  brought ;  he 
therefore  immediately  ordered  them 
to  refume  fome  of  the  pofitions 
which  they  had  evacuated,  arid  in 
particular  the  gate  of  St.  Marco, 

which 
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which  was  the  key  of  the  whole. 
Buonaparte,  with  the  officers  com- 
pofing  his  ftaff,  fpent  the  whole 
night  in  reconr.oitering  the  ground, 
and  examining  the  portion  of  the 
enemy,  who  occupied  a  formidable 
line  of  25,000  ftrong ;  their  right 
at  Caprino,  and  their  left  behind 
St.  Marco. 

The  Auftrian  general,  who  had 
arranged  his  plan  of  attack  fome 
days  before,  expelled  neither  the 
prefence  of  Buonaparte,  nor  the 
reinforcements  which  Joubert  re¬ 
ceived  almoft  at  the  inftant  of  at¬ 
tack.  While  fuch  were  the  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  generals,  the  night 
proved  extremely  unquiet  to  the 
out- pods  on  both  Tides,  who  kept 
Sup  almoft  a  con  Han  t  fire  upon  each 
other ;  and  the  refumption  of  the 
poft  at  St.  Marco  produced  a  feri- 
ous  engagement.  At  day- break  on 
the  14th  of  January  general  Joubert 
with  one  part  of  his  divifion  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy  upon  the  decli¬ 
vity  of  the  hill  of  St.  Marco.  The 
other  part  occupied  the  centre,  and 
the  left  was  chiefly  compofed  of 
the  reinforcements  which  had  ar¬ 
rived  during  the  night.  The  Au- 
ftlrian  general  Hill  remained  igno¬ 
rant,  it  appears,  both  of  the  prefence 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  of 
the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements. 
His  plans  were  therefore  difcon- 
certed,  and  he  aCted  in  the  dark. 
The  battle  notwithftanding  was 
long  and  obftinate,  and  in  its  com¬ 
mencement  the  French  were  driven 
from  fome  of  their  pofls;  while  a 
frefh  body  of  the  Auftrians  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  eminences  between 
the  Adige  and  the  lake  of  Guarda, 
turned  the  flank  of  the  French,  and 
Completely  cut  off  their  communi¬ 
cation  with  Verona  and  Pefchiera. 
In  this  embarraffino-  fituation  the 
general  loft  nothing  of  his  prefence 
of  mind.  He  detached  two  batta- 
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lions  to  face  this  new  column  ;  and 
caufed  tour  pieces  of  light  artillery 
to  be  planted  lo  as  to  cannonade  the 
right  of  their  line.  In  the  mean 
time  a  reinforcement  under  the 
command  of  general  Rey,  which 
had  been  tardy  in  its  advances, 
fortunately  arrived  and  took  a  po- 
fition  exactly  in  the  rear  of  the  co¬ 
lumn  which  had  turned  the  French. 
Buonaparte  now'  prefled  the  attack 
with  the  utmoft  vigour;  and  in  lefts 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  whole 
column,  confifting  of  4000  men, 
laid  down  their  arms.  The  Au-, 
ftrians  were  now  every  where  put 
to  the  route,  and  purfued  by  the 
conquerors  during  the  whole  of 
the  night.  The  French  general  re¬ 
lates,  that  in  the  courfe  of  their 
flight  a  body  of  500  men  furren- 
dered  as  prisoners  to  a  party  of  50 
republicans. 

The  Auftrians  remained  Hill 
mafters  of  Corona,  but  they  were 
now  difabled  from  aCting  on  the 
offenfive.  Buonaparte,  therefore, 
ordered  general  Joubert  to  attack 
them  the  next  day,  fhould  they  be 
ftill  fo  imprudent  as  to  retain  pof- 
feffion  of  that  place  ;  and  he  then 
haftened  to  encounter  new  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  to  reap  frefh  laurels.  A 
column  of  the  enemy,  confifting  of 
10, '000  men,  under  general  Provera, 
had  pafled  the  Adige  on  the  night  of 
the  14th,  and  obliged  the  French 
general  Guyeux,  who  guarded  the 
Adige  in  this  quarter,  to  fall  back 
from  Ronco.  He,  therefore,  detach¬ 
ed  general  Vidor  with  a  ftrong  rein¬ 
forcement  to  Roverbella,  and  or¬ 
dered  Maflena  alfto  to  take  the  fame 
route,  to  flop,  if  poflible,  the  march 
of  the  Auftrians.  General  Joubeirt, 
in  the  mean  time,  faithfully  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  inftruCtions  of  the 
commander  in  chief.  General 
Murat  had  marched  the  whole  of 
the  night  of  the  14th  with  a  party  of 
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light  infantry,  and  appeared  in  the 
morning  on  the  heights  of  Monte- 
baldo,  which  commanded  Corona  ; 
while  the  Auftrians,  who  were  poll¬ 
ed  there,  were  vigoroully  attacked  in 
front  by  general  Joubert.  Perceiv¬ 
ing,  therefore,  their  retreat  cut  off, 
they  were,  after  fome  refinance, 
thrown  into  the  utmoft  confufion, 
and  aim  oft  the  whole  party  were 
either  drowned  in  attempting  to 
fwim  acrofs  the  Adige,  or  made 
prifoners.  In  thefe  engagements 
(which  are  denominated  by  the 
French  the  battle  of  Rivoli)  the 
conquerors  took  13,000  prifoners 
and  9  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  column  of  general  Provera, 
ten  thoufand  ftrong,  in  the  mean 
time  ^continued  their  march,  and 
forced  the  paftage  of  Anguiari. 
General  Guyeux  had  rallied  and 
united  all  the  forces  which  were 
ported  in  his  vicinity,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  exceed  1,500  men  ; 
with  fo  inadequate  a  power  he  was 
not  able  to  force  the  enemy  to  re- 
crofs  the  river,  but  he  harraffed  and 
impeded  their  march  for  fome  time, 
and  made  nearly  300  prifoners. 
As  Mantua  was  the  objedt  of  gene¬ 
ral  Provera,  his  advances  were  ra¬ 
pid;  and  general  Angereau,  who 
had  colledfed  his  forces  with  the 
defign  of  falling  on  the  column  of 
Provera,  between  Anguiari  and  Ro- 
verquier,  could  only  come  up  with 
the  rear  of  his  divifion.  After  a 
warm  conflidl,  however,  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  cutting  off  the  whole  of 
the  rear  guard  of  the  Auftrian 
column,  and  took  2000  prifoners, 
with  16  pieces  of  cannon. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  impedi¬ 
ments,  general  Provera  arrived  on 
the  15th  of  January  at  the  head  of 
6,qoo  men,  at  the  fuburb  of  St. 
George,  one  of  the  ports  where 
Mantua  was  blockaded.  The  force 
at  -this  port,  under  general  Miolis, 


was  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the 
affailants ;  but  the  French  general 
was  well  entrenched.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  received  the  fummons  of  Pro¬ 
vera  with  no  other  reply,  than  that 
“  he  would  fight,  but  not  furren- 
der.”  The  Auftrian  general  at¬ 
tacked  the  port,  but  found  it  im¬ 
port!  ble  to  carry  it  by  force.  Thus 
bathed  in  his  main  defign,  Provera 
next  turned  his  attention  to  another 
port,  La  Favorita,  which  (fecond-  1 
ed  by  a  fortie  from  the  garrifon, 
which  he  had  concerted  with 
Wurmfer)  he  expedfed  to  force, 
and  by  that  means  make  good  his 
entrance  into  Mantua.  The  defign 
did  not  efcape,  however,  the  pene¬ 
tration  of  Buonaparte,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  junction,  he  faw  no  other 
means  than  to  furround  the  column 
of  Provera,  and  force  it  to  furren- 
der.  He  had  previoufiy  difpatched 
general  Serrurier  to  La  Favorita, 
with  all  the  forces  that  he  could 
haftily  withdraw  from  the  other 
ports  of  blockade  ;  and  he  now  or¬ 
dered  reinforcements  from  different 
divifions  of  his  armv,  who,  by  the 
moft  rapid  movements  that  are  re¬ 
corded  in  hiftorv,  arrived  in  time 
to  effe£t  their  purpofe.  An  hour 
before  day-break,  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 6th,  the  Auftrians  attacked 
La  Favorita,  and  general  Wurm- 
fer,  at  the  fame  moment,  ordered,  a 
fpirited  fortie  from  the  garrifon,  to 
fupport  the  affailants,  and  divert 
the  attention  of  the  enemy.  The 
detachment  from  the  garrifon,  how¬ 
ever,  met  with  fo  difeouraging  a  re* 
ception  from  the  column  of  gene¬ 
ral  Victor,  one  of  the  detachments 
which  had  marched  during  the 
night,  that  it  was  compelled  to  re-? 
turn  to  the  fortrefs  without  being 
able  to  effect  a  junction  with  Pro*< 
vera,  after  leaving  the  field  cover¬ 
ed  with  dead  and  with  prifoners. 
At  the  fame  moment  Serrurier  ad¬ 
vanced 
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Vanced  in  order  to  block  up  Pro - 
Vera  ‘  between  this  poft  and  St. 
George’s.  Diforder  and  terror 
now  pervaded  the  enemy’s  ranks, 
and  the  general  Solicited  a  capitu¬ 
lation.  The  prifoners  who  fur- 
rendered  amounted  to  6,000  in¬ 
fantry  and  700  cavalry,  with  22 
pieces  of  cannon.  Thus  perifhed 
the  fifth  great  army  detached  by 
Auftria  for  the  fupport  of  its  Ita¬ 
lian  territories,  and  to  avert  the 
deftrudlion  which  now  feemed  to 
impend  over  the  capital  itfelf. 

The  refpedlive  divifions  of  the 
French  army  continued  to  harafs 
the  defeated  and  difperfed  remnants 
of  the  Auftrian  force.  The  divi- 
fion  of  Maflena  repaired,  on  the 
23d,  to  Vicenza,  and  from  thence 
to  Baifano  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  retreated  to  the  other  fide 
of  the  defiles  of  the  Brenta.  A  de¬ 
tachment  from  this  divifion, 'tinder 
general  Menard,  came  up  with 
them  at  Carpenedolo,  and,  after  a 
warm  contefr,  made  800  prifoners. 
On  the  27th,  the  divifion  of  gene¬ 
ral  Joubert  alto  came  up  with  the 
rear- guard  of  the  Auftrians,  and, 
after  a  flight  (kirmilh,  made  300 
prifoners.  The  Auftrians,  after 
this,  retreated  towards  Mory  and 
Torboie.  But  here  they  were  af-v 
failed  by  general  Murat,  who  em¬ 
barked  with  200  men,  and  landed 
at  the  latter  place  ;  general  Vial,  al- 
fo,  at  the  head  of  the  light  infantry, 
after  a  moft  fevere  march  through 
the  fnows  and  over  the  fteepeft 
mountains,  turned  their  petition, 
and  obliged  450  to  furrender.  Ge¬ 
neral  Joubert,  about  the  fame  time, 
entered  Roveredo.  The  Auftrians 
had  entrenched  themfelves  deeply 
in  the  defiles  of  Calliano,  and  ap¬ 
peared  difnofed  to  di'fpute  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  republicans  into 
Trent;  buf/preffed  by  the  generals 
Beliard  and  Vial,  they  were  com¬ 


pelled  to  yield,  with  the  lofs  of  300 
prifoners.  Trent  fubmitted  to  the 
republicans  with  little  or  no  refill-  v 
ance ;  and,  in  purfuing  the  flying 
enemy,  the  French  made  at  St. 
Michael  800  prifoners. 

The  fall  of  Mantua  was  an  inevi¬ 
table  confequence  of  the  total  defeat 
of  the  Auftrian  armies.  It  furren- 
dered  011  capitulation,  the  2d  of 
February.  The  terms  were  ho¬ 
nourable,  as  the  valour  and  good 
condudl  of  the  veteran  Wurmfer 
and  his  brave  garrifon  deferved. 
The  garrifon  were  prifoners,  but 
marched  out  with  military  ho¬ 
nours ;  and  the  old  mnrechal  him-' 
felf,  and  his  finite,  were  excepted 
from  the  humiliating  condition  of 
appearing  as  prifoners  of  war  — he 
was  then  upwards  of  70  years  of 
age.  It  was  aliened,  that  upwards 
of  5,000  horfes  had  been  devoured 
by  the  garrifon  in  the  courfe  of 
the  blockade;  and  thus  far  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  French  found  exceed¬ 
ingly  few  remaining,  on  taking 
pofteflion  of  the  fort  re  Is.  ’ 

Another  immediate  confequence 
of  thefe  victories  of  Buonaparte 
was  the  invafion  of  the  papal  terri¬ 
tories.  The  court  of  Rome  could 
not  be  expedted  to  be  extremely  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  French  interefts, 
but  it  had  adopted  a  timid  and 
wavering  plan  of  policy,  confident 
at  ance  with  its  own  weaknefs  arid 
hoftiiity  to  the  French.  Confident, 
however,  in  thefe  latter  exertions  of 
the  Auftrians,  the  pope,  it  is  affert- 
ed,  had  even  fent  fuccours  into  the 
field,  to  the  army  of  Alvinzi,andaad 
llrained  every  nerve  for  tne  expul- 
fion  of  the  invaders.  The  divifion 
of  general  Vidtor  was,  therefore, 
ordered  to  penetrate  to  Rome  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  furrender  oTMantua- 
and  the  capitulation  was  fcarceFy 
figned  before  Buonaparte  fet  off  irt 
perfbn,  to  fuperintend  the  opera- 
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tions  of  this  army.  The  invaders 
flept  at  Imola,  the  firft  town  with¬ 
in  the  papal  dominions,  on  the  ift 
of  February.  The  refiftance  of  the 
papal  troops  was  feeble,  and  they 
were  overpowered  with  hut  little 
lofs  on  the  part  of  the  French.  In 
a  few  days  the  French  proceeded  to 
Loretto/and  took  pofteflion  of  the 
famous  Madonna,  which  was  only 
a  wooden  image;  they  found  alfo 
in  that  place  a  treafure  of  about 
three  millions  of  livres.  The 
whole  marche  of  Ancona  fubmitted 
with  very  little  fhew  of  refiftance ; 
and  on  the  19th  Buonaparte  had 
his  head-quarters  at  Tolentino.  The 
pope,  now  reduced  to  the  loweft 
extremity,  and  deprived  of  his  allies 
by  the  fortune  of  war,  addrefted  a 
fubmiflive  epiftle  to  the  victorious 
general,  in  which  he  folicited  ear- 
neftly  an  amicable  termination  of 
the  conteft ;  and  difpatched  two 
ecclefiaftics,  with  full  powers  to 
conclude  a  treaty.  By  the  terms 
of  this  treaty,  his  holinefs  renoun¬ 
ced  all  connection  with  the  famous 
coalition  of  crowned  heads  ;  en¬ 
gaged  to  dilband  the  troops  which 
had  been  raifed  for  the  iupport  of 
the  war;  and  to  ftiuthis  ports  againft 
all  the  powers  at  war  with  the  repub¬ 
lic.  He  agreed,  without  referve,  to 
the  annexation  of  Avignon,  and  the 
county  of  Yenaiflin  to  the  French, 
and  alfo  transferred  to  the  republic 
the  legations  of  Bologna,  Ferrara, 
and  Romagna.  In  conclufion,  he 
confented  to  pay  to  the  conquerors 
the  fum  of  30  millions  of  livres, 
10  of  them  in  fpecie,  and  the  reft 
in  diamonds  and  other  valuables, 
with  16,000  horfes,  as  the  ranfom 
of  that  remnant  of  his  dominions  of 
which  he  was  ftill  permitted  to  en¬ 
joy  the  precarious  pofteflion. 

To  the  exertions  of  Auftria'  in 
making  frefli  preparations,  the 
pope  was  probably  indebted  for  the 


reprieve  which  was  granted  him  ori 
this  occafton.  For  while  the 
French  commander  was  advan¬ 
cing  towards  Rome,  the  emperor, 
by  exertions*  almoft  incredible,  was 
re-inforcing  his  difcomfited  army,  or 
rather  the  remnants  of  it ;  and  the 
command  was  given  to  the  arch¬ 
duke  Charles,  whofe  victorious  ca¬ 
reer  on  the  Rhine  had  infpired  the 
court  of  Vienna  with  the  warmed 
hopes  of  his  fuccefs,  even  when 
oppofed  to  fo  confummate  a  mafter 
of  the  military  art  as  Buonaparte. 
In  the  beginning  of  March,  the 
French  army  occupied  the  banks  of 
the  Piave  and  Lavis ;  and  that  of  the 
emperor,  under  the  command  of 
the  archduke,  the  oppofite  fliore  of 
the  Piave,  with  its  centre  behind 
the  Cordevoli,  and  fupported  on 
its  right  by  the  Adige  from  the  fide 
of  Salurne.  On  the  approach  of 
general  Maflena  on  the  10th.  of 
March,  however,  the  Auftrians 
thought  proper  to  evacuate  the  line 
of  Cordevoli,  and  to  march  to 
Bellurne.  On  the  12th,  the  divi- 
fion  of  general  Serrurier  crofted  the 
Piave  at  day-break,  and  the  Auftri¬ 
ans  immediately  evacuated  their 
camp  of  La  Campagna.  On  the 
fame  day,  general  Guyeux  paffed 
the  Piave  at  Ofpedaletto  ;  on  the 
15th,  he  fell  in  with  the  rear-guard 
of  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  flight 
conteft,  took  100  prifoners.  The 
divifton  of  Maflena,  in  the  mean 
time,  having  arrived  at  Bellurne, 
purfued  the  Auftrians  on  their  re¬ 
treat  towards  Cadore,  completely 
hemmed  in  their  rear  guard,  and 
took  700  prifoners,  among  whom 
was  the  general Lufignan,  who  com¬ 
manded  their  centre  divifion. 

On  the  16th,  the  divifion  of  ge¬ 
neral  Guyeux  proceeded  from  Por- 
denove,  that  of  general  Bernadotte 
from  Sacile,  and  that  of  general 
Serrurier  from  Pafiano,  ail  of  them 
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•dire&ing  their  march  towards  Val- 
vafone.  Thefe  forces  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tagliamento  at 
1 1  o’clock  the  fame  day.  The 
Aullrians  were  polled  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide,  and  feemed  determined  to 
difpute  the  paflage.  After  fome 
time  fpent  in  the  neceflary  prepara¬ 
tions,  the  republican  troops  plun¬ 
ged  into  the  river,  and  completely 
routed  the  enemy,  after  a  feeble  re¬ 
finance,  chiefly  from  the  Auftrian 
cavalry.  The  village  of  Gradifka 
was  immediately  attacked  by  gene¬ 
ral  Guyeux,  and  carried,  notwith- 
flanding  the  latenefs  of  the  hour 
and  the  darknefs  of  the  night— the 
archduke  Charles  had  barely  time 
to  effe£l  his  efcape.  In  the  whole 
of  the  day’s  engagement  the  Au- 
ftrians  loll  from  4  to  500  prifoners, 
among  whom  was  one  general  and 
feveral  fuperior  officers ;  they  alfo 
loll  6  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  energy  and  activity  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  left  no  time  to  his  fpirited 
antag.onift  to  rally  and  colled  his 
forces;  but  on  the  1 8th,  a  part  of 
the  French  army  took  pofleilion  of 
Palmanova,  while  general  Maflena 
advanced  to  Ofopa  and  Gemona, 
and  pulhed  his  advanced  guards  in¬ 
to  the  defiles. 

On  the  following  day,  general 
Serrurier  blockaded  the  town  of 
Gradifka,  which  was  taken  on  the 
20th,  with  5,000  prifoners,  the 
flower  of  prince  Charles’s  army. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  divifion  of 
Maflena  advanced  to  the  bridge  of 
Cafafola,  drove  the  enemy  from 
their  entrenchments  by  the  force 
of  the  bayonet,  and  took  600  pri¬ 
foners.  On  the  2 1 11,  the  French 
entered  Goritz,  where  they  found 
four  hofpitals,  containing  1,500  of 
the  lick  and  wounded,  with  all  the 
magazines  of  the  enemy,  which  the 
archduke  had  not  time  to  remove. 
Qn  the  23d,  general  Guyeux  en¬ 


countered  the  Aullrians,  who  were 
firongly  entrenched  at  Pufero,  de¬ 
feated  them,  and  took  100  prifon- 
ers  and  two  pieces  of  cannon.  On 
the  fame  day,  another  divifion  en¬ 
tered  Triefte. 

On  the  24th,  the  divifion  of  ge¬ 
neral  Maflena  was  at  Tarvis,  where 
a  llrong  column  of  the  enemy  was 
hemmed  in  between  his  forces  and 
thofe  of  general  Guyeux.  On  the 
following  day,  however,  the  Au¬ 
llrians  having  received  confiderable 
reinforcements  from  Clagenfurt, 
the  head-quarters  of  prince  Charles, 
were  encouraged  to  hazard  an  en¬ 
gagement,  and  attacked  Maflena. 
After  a  fevere  battle  (which,  as  the 
French  commander  Hates,  was 
fought  above  the  clouds,  on  a 
height  that  commands  Germany), 
the  Aullrians  were  defeated  with 
confiderable  lofs.  Three  of  their 
general  officers  and  a  number  of 
men  were  taken  prifoners,  and 
the  emperor’s  curaffiers,  who  had 
ju  It  arrived  from  the  Rhine,  were 
almolt  annihilated. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  Guy¬ 
eux  drove  the  column  which  he 
had  defeated  at  Pufero,  as  far  as 
Aultrian  Chinfe,  a  poll  well  forti¬ 
fied,  but  which  was  carried  by  af- 
fault,  after  an  obltinate  engage¬ 
ment.  The  Auftrian  column,  per¬ 
ceiving  the  Chinfe  taken,  precipi¬ 
tated  its  march,  and  fell  into  the 
middle  of  Maflena’s  divifion,  who, 
after  a  flight  conteft,  made  the 
whole  of  them  prifoners.  Thirty 
pieces  of  cannon,  400  waggons 
loaded  with  the  enemy’s  baggage, 
5,000  prifoners,  among  whom 
were  4  generals,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  conquerors,  by  the  event  of 
this  day. 

While  uninterrupted  fuccefs  thus 
attended  the  operations  of  the  main 
army,  the  left  wing,  or  the  divi- 
fions  of  the  Tyrol,  as  thpfe  of  Jou- 
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hert*  Baragucy  D’Hilliefs,  and 
Detmas  were  termed,  were  advanc¬ 
ing  from  the  Adige,  the  Lavis,  and 
the  Brenta,  in  order  to  form  a  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  commander  in  chief. 
In  their  progrefs,  they  Surrounded 
a  corps  of  the  enemy  on  the  banks 
of  the  Lavis  •  and,  after  an  obfti- 
nate  conteft,  took  4,000  prifoners 
and  3  pieces  of  cannon,  leaving 
2,000  of  the  Auftrians  dead  on  the 
field.  The  Auftrians,  under  gene- 
neral  Laudon,  after  this,  retired  to 
the  right  bank  of  the  Adige,  where 
they  were  again  attacked,  and  again 
defeated,  on  the  22d  of  March,  by 
general  joubert,  who  took  600  pri¬ 
soners.  The  army  of  the  Tyrol 
then  entered  Botzen  :  but  Joubert 
did  not  reft  there;  after  leaving  a 
•Sufficient  force  to  purSue  the  flying 
armv  under  Laudon,  he  marched 
direct  to  Clauzen.  The  enemy  a- 
vaiied  themSeives  of  the  pofition, 
and  put  themfelves  in  the  beft  ftate 
of  defence.  The  adtion  was  fome 
time  doubtful,  but  vidtorv  at  length 
declared  in  favour  of  the  French, 
and  1,500  Auftrians  laid  down  their 
arms  as  prifoners  of  war.  General 
Joubert,  immediately  after  this, 
took  pofleffion  of  Brixen. 

Buonaparte  allowed  Scarcely  a 
moment’s  reft  to  his  army,  while 
/he  found -ran  enemy  in  the  field 
to  oppofe  him;  and  to  the  rapi¬ 
dity  pf  his  movements  no  incon- 
fiderable  fhare  of  his  fuccefs  mu -ft 
be  attributed.  After  the  battles  of 
Tarvis  and  La  Chinfe,  three  divi¬ 
sions  of  his  army  pafled  the  defiles 
which  lead  from  the  Venetian  ftates 
into  Germany,,,  and  encamped  at 
Wilbaeh,  on  the  banks,  of  the 
Drave.  On;  the  29th  of  March, 
general  Maffena  advanced  upon 
Glagenfurt,  which  had  been  the 
head  quarters  of  prince  Charles. 
At  about  a  league  from  the  place 
|te c encountered  the  enemy;  but 


they  were  too  much  difcou raged 
to  make  a  formidable  refiftance ; 
after  lofing  200  prifoners  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  they  abandoned 
Clagenfurt,  the  capital  of  Carin- 
thia,  which  the  French  entered  t^ie 
fame  evening.  Thus,  the  Auftrians 
were  already,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
fhort  campaign,  driven  from  the 
Venetian  ftates,  from  the  higher 
and  lower  Carniola,  from  Carin- 
thia,  and  from  the  whole  of  the 
Tyrolefe,  with  the  lofs  of  20,000 
men  as  prifoners  of  war,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  thofe  taken  before  the  arch¬ 
duke  afliimed  the  command. 

In  the  midft  of  this  career  of 
victory,  Buonaparte  addrefled  a  let¬ 
ter,  containing  overtures  of  peace 
to  his  brave  but  unfortunate  ad- 
verfary.  If  we  except  an  unjuft 
cenfure  on  the  Engiifh  nation, 
which  it  contains,  it  is  certainly 
not  lefs  remarkable  for  elevation 
of  Sentiment  and  excellence  of 
compofition,  than  for  the  polite 
and  even  mod  eft  terms  in  which  it 
is  couched.  Whatever  may  be  the 
character  of  the  writer,  the  letter 
deferves  to  be^tranfmitted  to  pofte- 
rity,  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  that 
our  readers  will  be  gratified  by  its 
infertion  — 

The  General  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of 
Italy ,  to  His  Royal  Hightiefs  iff. 
Prince  Charles. 

1 11k  Germinal ,  t^th  year  of  the 
Republic  ( March  3  i). 

Mi  general  in  chief, 

Brave  foldiers  make  war,  and 
delire  peace.  Has  not  the  war 
lafted  for  fix  years?  Have  we  not 
killed  men  and  committed  evils 
•enough  againft  fuffering  humanity  ? 
Such  are  the  exclamations  uled  on 
all  Sides,  Europe,  who  had  taken 
up  arms  againft  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  has  laid  them  down.  Your  na¬ 
tion  alone  remains ;  and  yet  blood 

is 
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is  about  to  flow  more  than  ever. 
The  fixth  campaign  is  announced 
under  the  moft  portentous  au- 
fpices.  Whatever  may  be  the  re- 
fu It,  many  thoufands  of  gallant  fol- 
diers  miift  ftiil  fall  a  facrifice  in 
the  profecution  of  hoftilities.  At 
fome  period,  we  muft  come  to  an 
Underftanding,  fince  time  will  bring 
all  things  to  a  conclufion,  and  ex- 
tinguilh  the  moft  inveterate  refent- 
meets. 

The  executive  dire&ory  of  the 
French  republic  communicated  to 
his  imperial  majefty  their  inclina¬ 
tion  to  terminate  a  conflict  which 
defolates  the  two  countries.  Their 
pacific  overtures  were  defeated  by 
the  intervention  of  the  Britifh  ca¬ 
binet.  Is  there  no  hope,  then,  of 
accommodation  ?  Is  it  eflential  to 
the  interefts  or  gratifying  to  the 
pafiions  of  a  nation  far  removed 
from  the  theatre  of  war,  that  we 
Ihould  continue  to  murder  each 
other  ?  Are  not  you,  who  are  fo 
:  nearly  allied  to  the  throne,  and 
•who  are  above  all  the  defpicable 
pafiions  which  generally  influence 
;|  minifters  and  governments,  ambi¬ 
tious  to  merit  the  appellations  of 
“  the  benefactor  of  the  human 
race,”  and  “  the  faviour  of  the 
German  empire  1”  Do  not  ima- 
gine,  mv  dear  general,  that  I  wifti 
to  infinuate  that  you  cannot  pofii- 
bly  fave  your  country  by  force  of 
arms ;  but  on  the  fuppofition  that 
the  chances  of  war  were  even  to 
become  favourable,  Germany  will 
not  fuffer  lei's  on  that  account. 
With  refpecl  to  myfelf,  gallant  ge¬ 
neral,  if  the  overture  which  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  make  to  you, 
'could  be  the  means  of  fparing  the 
life  of  a  fingle  man,  I  fhould  think 
-myfelf  prouder  of  the  civic  crown 
to  which  my  interference  would 
entitle  me,  than  of  the  melancholy 
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glory  which  would  refult  from  the 
moft  brilliant  military  exploits.  „I 
beg  of  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  ge¬ 
neral  in  chief,  with  fentimeats  of 
the  moft  profound  refpeCI  and  ef- 
teem,  &c.  &c. 

Buonaparte. 

The  prince  returned  a  polite  an- 
fwer,  the  ubftance  of  which  was, 
that  he  neither  conceived.it  his  part 
to  enter  into  any  difeuflion  on  the 

J 

principles  upon  which  the  war  was 
carried  on,  nor  was  he  furnifhed  by 
the  emperor  with  any  powers  to 
conclude  a  treaty  of  peace. 

The  laft  effort  of  the  Auftrians 
was  an  endeavour  to  excite  the 
peafantry  of  the  Tyrol  to  rife  in  a 
mafs  touexpel  the  invaders;  and  it 
was  fo  far  fuccefsful,  that  the  divi- 
fions  of  general  Laudon  and  baron 
Kerpen  were  ftrengthened  by  fome 
frefii  and  undifciplined,  butfeafon- 
able,  levies.  TJ'he^  French  columns, 
under  the  command  of  Jouberf, 
were  weak,  and  had  fuffered  con- 
fiderably  by  difeafe  and  the  fre¬ 
quent  combats  in  jwhich  they  had 
been  engaged.  In  the  beginning 
of  April,  therefore,  the  fortune  of 
war  in  that  quarter  began  to 
change.  On  the  4th,  the  French 
were  driven  from  Botzen  by  gene¬ 
ral  Laudon,  with  fome  lofs,  and  on 
the  following  day  from  Brixen, 
where  the  two  Auftrian  columns 
under  Laudon  and  Kerpen  effe&- 
ed  a  junction. 

Undifmayed  by  thefe  Ioffes,  Buo? 
naparte  continued  to  advance.  Ge¬ 
neral  Maffena,  with  the  advanced 
guard,  attacked  the  Auftrians  on 
the  2d  of  April,  in  the  defiles  be¬ 
tween  Freifach  and  Neumark ;  af¬ 
ter  a  moft  bloody  engagement,  the 
latter  were  completely  routed,  leav¬ 
ing  the  field  of  battle  covered  with 
dead,  and  about  600  prifoners— » 
and  the  following  morning  the 
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French  entered  Neumark.  On  the 
4th,  the  head-quarters  of  the  French 
general  were  at  Scheifling,  and  the 
advanced  guard  reached  to  H'unf- 
niark,  where  the  Auftrians  were  a- 
gain  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  900 
men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
fohers. 

While  fuch  was  the  hate  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  Italy,  new  feenes  of  horror 
and  carnage  were  preparing  on  the 
Rhine.  The  command  of  the  army 
of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe  had  been 
Oiitrufted  to  general  Hoche,  a 
young  and  fpirited  officer,  who, 
our  readers  will  remember,  had 
diftinguuned  bimfelf  not  only  in 
Flanders,  but  by  his  fuccefsful  and 
happy  termination  of  the  civil  war 
in  La  Vendee  ;  general  Moreau 
was  continued  as  commander  of 
the  army  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mo- 
feile.  In  the  beginning  of  April, 
general  Hoche  gave  notice  of  the 
concluiion  of  the  armiftice,  and 
foon  after  palled  the  Rhine  by  the 
bridge  of  Neuwied.  After  an  in¬ 
effectual  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Au Brian  general  Kray  to  procure 
a  renewal  of  the  armiftice,  a  fmart 
aCtion  commenced  on  the  18th  of 
April,  in  which  the  French  were 
victorious,  and  the  Auftrians  loft, 
according  to  the  report,  of  general 
Hoche,  4,000  prifoners. 

The  French  purfued  the  enemy, 
and  diflodged  them  from  Ukareth 
and  Altenkircjien,  while  a  divifion, 
under  general  Ney,  proceeded  with 
the  greateft  rapidity  to  Dierdorf. 
He  found  the  Auftriaiis  there  6,000 
llrong,  but  he  drove  them  from 
their  pofition,  with  the  lofs  of  1,000 
men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
foners, 

General  Moreau  at  the  fame  time 
eroded  the  Rhine,  and  fome  flight 
engagements  took  place  between 
the  outpofts ;  hut  the  further  pro- 


prevented  by  an  event  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  which  we  have  now  to  re¬ 
late. 

Though  the  anfwer  of  prince 
Charles  did  not  augur  the  moil  fa¬ 
vourably  for  peace,  yet  the  over¬ 
ture  of  Buonaparte  was  not  without 
eifeCt.  A  very  fhort  time  after  the 
prince  had  difpatched  his  letter,  he 
fent  an  aid-de-camp  to  the  French 
general  to  requeft  a  fufpeniion  of 
arms  for  four  hours — but  this  pro- 
pofal  Buonaparte  declined,  under 
the  apprehenfion  that  the  only  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  archduke  was  to  gain  a 
day,  and  effeCt  a  junction  with  ge¬ 
neral  Spork,  who  was  advancing 
with  a  frefh  reinforcement*  A  cor- 
refpondence,  however,  was  imme¬ 
diately  commenced  between  the 
two  generals,  which  ended  at  firft 
in  an  armiftice,  and  finally  in  ad- 
j lifting  preliminaries  of  peace  be¬ 
tween  the  court  of  Vienna  and  the 
French  republic,  which  were  frgn- 
ed  on  the  1 8th  of  April,  by  Bu’ona- 
parte  'in  the  name  of  the  French 
republic,  and  by  the  Neapolitan 
minifter  on  the  part  of  the  emperor. 
Among  other  articles,  the  prelimi¬ 
naries  contained  a  direct  ceftion  of 
the  Netherlands  to  France,  with 
the  dutchv  of  Luxemburg,  &c. 
the  independence  of  the  new  Itali¬ 
an  republics,  and  the  navigation  of 
the  Rhine;.  Bv  a  fecret  article,  it 
is  believed,  the  French  undertook 
to  indemnify  the  emperor  by  a  part 
of  the  Venetian  territory,  and  by 
the  fccularifation  of  fome  of  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  Bates  in  Germany. 

A  general  view  of  the  fucceftes 
of  the  war  was  printed  about  this 
period,  and  diftributed  among  the 
members  of  the  two  councils  at  Pa¬ 
ris. — From  this  ftatement  it  appear-? 
ed,  that  from  the  8th  of  September 
1793,  to  the  19th  of  P’ebruary 
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1797,  the  republic  had  gained  261 
victories,  including  3 1  pitched  bat¬ 
tles  ;  killed  152,600  men  of  the 
enemy  ;  taken  197,784.  prifoners  ; 
238  ftrong  places;  319  forts, 
camps,  or  redoubts;  7,963  pieces  of 
cannon;  186,762  guns;  4,388,150 
pounds  of  powder  ;  207  ftandards ; 
5,486  horfes,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  tranfa&ions  which  follow 
have  never  as  yet  been  fatisfa£f on¬ 
ly  explained.  In  whatever  point 
of  view  they  are  confidered,  they, 
however,  redound  but  little  to  the 
credit  of  the  French  government. 
They  were  the  commencement  of 
a  fyftem  of  aggreflion  againft  neu¬ 
tral  but  unprotected  hates,  which 
has  fince  been  carried  to  an  abo¬ 
minable  excefs,  and  by  which  the 
government  has  been  aifgraced, 
and  the  well-earned  laurels  of  Buo¬ 
naparte  nearly  blafled. 

That  the  pretended  republican 
government  of  Venice  was  no 
other  than  an  execrable  tyranny, 
veiled  in  the  hands  of  certain 
powerful  families,  and  fupported 
by  a  complex  and  myfterious  or- 
ganifation  of  the  executive  power, 
is  a  faCl  very  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged. —  That  the  government  of 
Venice  might  view  with  a  jealous 
and  a  timid  eye  the  rapid  advances 
of  the  French,  may  be  eafiiy  fup- 
pofed. — -That  they  would  have  re¬ 
joiced  in  the  expulfi  on  of  the  French 
from  Italy,  is  equally  probable.  Yet 
thefe  are"  not  motives  fufficient  to 
juftify  the  violent  meafures  of  the 
French;  the  leifure  of  territories, 
the  diffolution  of  the  political  ex- 
iftence  of  a  neutral  independent 
flate. 

The  charge  which  was  brought 
by  the  French  general  againft  the 
Venetian  government  was,  that 
while  the  French  army  was  engag¬ 
ed  in  the  defiles  of  Stiria,  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Venice  embraced  the 
pppqrtunity  to  arm  40,000  pea 


HISTORY. 

fants,  uniting  them  with  10  regi¬ 
ments  of  Sclavonians,  to  cut  off 
the  main  body  from  the  places 
which  were  occupied  by  the  rear. 
That,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Terra  Firma,  a  perfecution  was  in¬ 
humed  againft  all  thole  perfons,  by 
whom  the  French  had  been  favour¬ 
ably  received.  That  in  the  fquares, 
coffee-houfes,  and  other  public 
places  in  Venice,  the  French  had 
been  infulted.  In  fine,  that  affaffina- 
tions  of  Frenchmen  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  with  impunity  in  different 
parts ;  that,  at  Caftiglione  de  Mori, 
the  French  foldiers  werefirft  difarm- 
ed,  and  then  murdered ;  on  the  great 
roads  from  Caffino  to  Verona, 
more  than  200  were  put  to  death  ; 
and  on  the  fecond  feftival  at  Eafter, 
the  ringing  of  the  bell  yvas  the  fig- 
nal  for  aflaffmating  all  the  French 
in  Verona,  without  excepting  even 
the  lick  and  wounded  in  the  hof- 
pitals. 

To  this  ferious  and  revolting 
charge,  the  advocates  for  Venice 
reply,  by  inftancing  the  wanton 
feifure  of  a  part  of  their  territory, 
the  quartering  of  troops  on  fome 
of  the  principal  towns,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  thefe  places  were  necef- 
fary  to  the  operations  of  the  French 
army  againft  the  imperialifts.  They 
admit  that  frefh  levies  were  made 
in  the  Venetian  territories ,  but 
thefe  they  allege  were  neceffary  to 
their  own  fecurity,  placed  among 
contending  armies,  and  furroundea 
with  confpirators.  That  fome  in¬ 
temperate  afts  were  committed, 
they  pretend  not  to  deny  ;  but  fo 
far  from  countenancing  thefe,  the 
government  wiflied  on  the  con¬ 
trary  to  inftitute  a  fevere  inquiry, 
and  puniih  the  aggreffors. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  Buonaparte 
addreffed  a  manifefto  to  the  doge 
of  Venice,  complaining  of  the  hof- 
tiie  d.ifpofition  which  that  govern¬ 
ment  had  always  manifelled  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  the  French,  and  demanding 
snftant  fatisfa&ion  for  the  recent 
injuries.  The  fenate  replied  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  French  command¬ 
er,  that  they  had  ever  willed  to 
.maintain  a  good  underftanding  with 
the  French  republic  ;  and  allured 
him  further,  that  they  would  take 
the  moll  efficacious  roeafures  to  dis¬ 
cover  and  arreft  the  authors  of  the 
aiTaffinations  committed  on  indivi¬ 
duals  of  the  French  army.  On  the 
i ft  of  May,  Buonaparte  iflued  a  fe- 
cond  proclamation,  in  which  he 
entered  more  particularly  into  the 
detail  of  the  enormities  which  had 
been  committed,  and  feemed  to  in¬ 
timate  that  the  puniftiment  of  the 
aflaffins  would  not  be  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  the  vengeance  of  the  French. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  a  nego¬ 
tiation  was  commenced;  commif- 
faries  were  difpatched  to  wait  on 
the  conqueror  of  Italy  at  Milan  ; 
and,  about  the  1 5  th  of  May,  a  treaty 
was  concluded  — the  terms  of  which 
were  the  ceffion  of  the  whole  of  the 
Terra  Firma  to  the  French,  a  part 
to  be  reftored  when  the  fvftem  of 
Italy  fhould  be  eftablifhed  ;  the 
fort  of  Venice  to  be  occupied  by 
Trench  troops;  the  ftate  of  Venice 
to  pay  -#6  millions  of  livres  ;  and 
laftly,  the  government  of  Venice  to 
be  changed. 

The  laft  article  was  almoft  im¬ 
mediately  put  in  execution.  The 
fenate  and  council  of  ten  were  abo¬ 
lished;  and  the  three  ftate  inquifi- 
tors  put  under  arreft.  A  provision¬ 
al  adminiftration  was  appointed  ; 
and  a  municipality  of  50  members 
was  chofen,  under  the  prefidency  of 
fix  commiflaries  appointed  by  the 
French  general. 

Admitting  all  the  charges  to  be 
juft,  which  were  brought  againft  the 
Venetian  government,  this  appears 
to  have  been  a  lufficient  punifh- 
•ment  for  all  their  delinquencies 


5  HA  N  D 

the  fequel  is  truly  difgraceful  to  the 
French  government  and  nation; 
but  experience  has  fliown  that  re** 
publics,  not  lefs  than  monarchies, 
are  more  frequently  conduced  on 
principles  of  policy  than  of  juftice. 
The  Venetian  territory  was  filled 
with  French  troops,  and  the  only 
article  of  the  treaty  they  took  care 
to  fulfil,  was  the  levying  of  the 
contributions.  In  a  word,  on  the 
final  adjuftment  of  the  definitive 
treaty  with  the  emperor,  which,  af¬ 
ter  much  delay,  was  concluded  at 
Udina,  on  the  17th  of  O&ober,  it 
was  found  that  Venice  was  to  be 
the  facrificeto  peace,  and  the  whole 
of  the  territories  of  that  ancient 
and  renowned  ftate  were  ceded  by 
a  republic  (which  prc\fefifedly  was 
in  arms  for  the  caufe  of  liberty)  to 
the  defpotic  yoke  of  Auftria. 

In  cenfuring  fuch  proceedings  as 
thefe,  we  flatter  ourfelves  our 
readers  will  not  confider  us  as  in- 
qonfiftent  —  the  friend  of  liberty 
looks  to  no  party  as  the  guide  of 
his  opinions — >• 

“  Niill’uR  addi&us  jurare  in  verba  rna- 
giftri,” 

When  the  nafeent  liberties  of 
France  were  attacked  by  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  defpotic  powers  on  the 
continent,  we  deprecated  what  we 
efteemed  a  moft  unjuftifiableaggreA 
fion,  an  interference  not  warrant-* 
ed  bv  the  law  of  nations,  or  bv  the 
principles  of  juftice  —  when  France 
in  her  turn  becomes  an  opprefTor, 
the  voice  of  truth  and  juftice  will 
proclaim  her  infamy,  and  will  cen-> 
fure  the  inconftftency,  the  wicked-: 
nefs  of  her  rulers. 

The  republic  of  Genoa  felt  at  the 
fame  time  the  predominant  influ, 
ence  of  the  French;  and  its  go¬ 
vernment,  which  was  one  of  thofe 
mild  ariftocracies  where  the  great 
are  content  with  having  all  the  po* 
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titlcal  power  without  oppreffing 
their  fellow-citizens,  was  changed 
for  the  faffiionable  form  of  a  repre- 
fentative  government.  —  Whether 
the  change  will  ultimately  prove 
for  the  happinefs  oi  the  people  or 
not,  time  only  will  determine  ;  all 
that  can  at  prefent  be  faid  upon 
the  fubjedt  is,  that  the  part  which 
the  French  adted  in  the  bufmefs 
was  wholly  unjuftifiable; 

In  the  beginning  of  May  a  for¬ 
midable  infur  edfion  took  place  in 
that  city,  excited  by  a  club  of  pro¬ 
pagandas,  who  commonly  affem- 
bled  at  the  hopfe  of  an  apothecary. 

The  infurgents  invefted  Philip 
Dona  with  the  authority  of  chief, 
and  the  government,  which  had  but 
little  dependence  on  its  feeble  force, 
appeared  to  totter.  The  leffer 
council,  in  this  extremity,  prevailed 
upon  the  workmen  employed  in 
the  port  to  unite  themfelves  with 
the  foldierv  ;  a  defperate  engage¬ 
ment  enfued,  in  which  victory  de¬ 
clared  itfelf  on  the  fide  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  of  the  infurgents  many  were 
killed,  among  whom  was .  their 
leader  Doria,  and  feveral  perfons 
who  were  recognifed  to  be  French. 
The  conquering  party  djd  not 
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make  a  proper  ufe  of  their  vidlory, 
but  proceeded  immediately  to  plun¬ 
der  the  houfes  of  the  patriots,  as 
they  were  called*  and  committed 
other  outrages.  la  the  mean  time 
the  vanquished  party  difpatched 
couriers  to  general  Buonaparte  to 
folicit  his  affillance  ;  and  under  the 
plea  of  reftoring  peace  a  column 
of  French  troops  entered  Genoa  ; 
the  confequence  was  the  removal 
of  all  the  conftituted  authorities* 
and  the  adoption  of  the  democra¬ 
tic  form  of  government,  under  the 
prctedlion  of  France,  and  under 
the  title  of  the  Ligurian  republic. 

In  our  next  volume  a  more  am¬ 
ple  detail  of  thefe  tranfadtions,  both 
in  Venice  and  Genoa,  will  be  pre- 
fented -to  our  readers;  andythe  fe  ■ 
cret  hiftorv  of  the  revolutions  there 
will  be  explained,.  At  prefent  the 
tranfadtions  are  too  recent  to  be 
fully  laid  open  to  tlfe  public.  In 
what  we  fubmit  to  our  readers,  re 
wifh  to  be  both  authentic  and  im¬ 
partial  ;  and  every  man  who  writes 
or  ftudies  hiftory,  mu  ft  know  the 
difficulty,  the  impoffibility  we 
might  fay,  of  colledting  found  in¬ 
formation  from  the  common  four- 
ces. 
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‘1X7 E  have  formerly  remarked, 
*  ^  that  whatever  ofheroifm  Or 
public  virtue  modernFrance  prefents 
to  our  view  is  only  to  be  found  in 
its  military  annals.  Its  civil  hiftory 
affords  a  picture  of  little  but  vio¬ 
lence  and  intrigue.  FaRion  has 
driven  faction  off  the  ftage,  and,  in 
the  conteft  for  power,  almoft  every 
principle  which  the  revolution  was 
inflituted  to  efiablifii  has  been  for¬ 
gotten  and  violated. 

Thefe  obfervations  have  been 
ftrongly  confirmed  by  the  events  of 
1797  ;  and  our  remarks  on  the  new 
conftitution,  in  our  volume  for 
1 795’  have  been  equally  verified. 
We  then  predicted,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  was  not  fo  conftituted  as 
to  afford  any  well-founded  hopes 
of  its  permanence.  The  executive 
government  appeared  to  be  too 


flightly  connected  with  the  coun¬ 
cils,  and  the  members  of  it  too  in¬ 
dependent  of  each  other.'  We  Rated 
our  preference  of  an  unity  in  the 
executive  government,  with  a  re¬ 
gular  chain  of  fubordination  through 
the  different  offices  ;  and  intimated 
our  apprehenfions  that  difagree- 
ments  and  contefts  would  probably 
take  place  among  the  members  of 
the  dire  Rory  themfelves.  In  this 
refpeR  alfo  the  tranfaRions  of  the 
paft  year  have  confirmed  our  fpe- 
culations;  and  we  have  feen  not 
only  the  direRory  at  variance  with 
the  councils,  but  even  with  each 
other. 

The  violence  of  party  fpirit, 
wrhich  in  the  courfe  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  year  was  to  produce  a  new  re¬ 
volution,  with  fome  aRs  of  atroci¬ 
ty,  did  not  feem  to  agitate  the 

councils 
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councils  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1 796.  They  were  chiefly  oc¬ 
cupied  in  temperate  though  fome- 
what  tedious  difcuflions  relative  to 
the  election  of  the  new  third  of  the 
legiflature ;  and  after  much  trivial 
argument,  and  many  vifionary  pro- 
pofals,  the  following  plan  of  the 
committee  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  was  adopted. — 

1.  There  fliall  be  ele&ed,  for  the 
prefent  year  only,  a  third  of  depu¬ 
ties,  by  the  departments  of  Bel¬ 
gium,  of  Month  lane,  and  the  other 
united  countries. 

2.  The  division  of  the  ci-devant 
Belgium  into  nine  departments  fhall 
be  proviforily  maintained. 

3.  A  new  general  lift  fliall  deter¬ 
mine  the  number  of  the  deputies  to 
be  elected,  annually,  by  every  de¬ 
partment  of  the  republic,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  population. 

4.  There  fliall  be  fent  to  the  re¬ 
newed  leo-iflative  bodv,  after  the  ifl; 
of  next  Germinal,  the  application 
of  each  deputy  to  his  depart¬ 
ment. 

5.  To  draw  them  by  ballot,  not 
by  deputations,  but  upon  the  totali¬ 
ty  of  the  ex-members  of  the  con- 
ventionof  one  and  the  fame  coun¬ 
cil. 

6.  To  obtain,  as  the  refult  of  the 
ballot,  the  effective  maintenance  of 
83  ex-members  of  the  convention 
in  aflivity  in  the  council  of  elders, 
and  of  167  members  in  activity  in 
the  council  of  five  hundred. 

7.  To  make  fliare  in  this  ballot 
all  thofe  of  the  prefent  deputies  of 
Corfica  and  the  colonies,  who  fliall 
not  be  replaced  before  the  13  Ven- 
tofe. 

8.  To  except  from  the  ballot  no 
other  ex-members  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  than  thofe  elected  as  members 
of  the  new  third. 

9.  To  prevent,  by  proper  regula- 
tions^.  the  difficulties  which  may 
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attend  the  execution  of  the  draw¬ 
ing  by  ballot. 

Paftoret  then  reminded  the  coun¬ 
cil,  that  the  conftitution  alfo  re¬ 
quired  the  renewal  of  one  member 
of  the  directory,  and  moved,  that  a 
committee  fliould  devife  the  mode 
of  doing  fo;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  bufinefs  of  importance 
which  occupied  the  councils  was  the 
detection  of  a  royalift  confpiracy, 
which  was  communicated  to  the 
council  of  five  hundred  by  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  directory  on  the  3 1  ft  of 
January, and  theparticulars  of  which 
were  laid  before  the  fame  bodyon  the 
4th  of  February  following.  The 
principal  of  thefe  confpirators  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Du  nan,  on  whom  was  found  a  pafL 
port  for  Hamburg,  with  a  power 
of  palling  and  repafling  at  plea- 
fure  ;  the  others  were  Brotier,  in 
whofe  pocket-book  were  found  fe- 
veral  papers,  dated  at  Verona,  with 
the  fig-nature  of  Louis  XVIII.  ;  La- 
ville  Harnois,  formerly  mafter  of 
requefts  to  the  king ;  and  a  baron 
Polv. 

The  charges  exhibited  againft 
them  were  founded  on  the  evidence 
of  Ramel,  commandant  of  the  na¬ 
tional  guard  ;  Malo,  commandant 
of  the  2 1  ft  of  dragoons;  Guil¬ 
laume,  fecretary  to  Malo,  and 
D’Obelin,  a  private  dragoon-.  The-fe 
witnefles  ftated,  that  in  feveral  fe- 
parate  converfations  with  Ramel 
and  Malo,  which  the  latter  took 
care  fliould  be  overheard  by  others, 
the  accufed  communicated  to  them 
a  plan  of  a  counter-revolution,  to 
be  effefled  by  the  affiftance  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  king,  (Louis  XVIII.) 
it  appeared,  was  on  his  arrival  to 
publifli  a  general  amnefty,  which 
the  parliaments  were  afterwards  to 
revoke,  as  not  being  done  with  the 
fandion  of  their  authority ;  offi¬ 
ces  were  to  be  conferred  at  firft  on 

the 
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the  mo  ft  popular  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  but  this  was 
only  with  a  view  of  facrificing  them 
foon  after.  La  Fayette  was  to  be 
exhibited  in  an  irou  cage,  and  thofe 
who  had  been  lefs  adtive  to  be  fent 
to  the  gallies.  The  principal  ter- 
rorifts  and  Jacobins  were  to  be  en¬ 
gaged  as  aflbciates  in  the  confpira- 
cv,  if  it  (liould  be  found  the  royal- 
ifts  could  not  do  without  them. 
The  reft  of  the  evidence  related  to 
a  wild  and  impradli cable  plan  of 
twenty-nine  articles,  for  feizing  the 
city  of  Paris,  and  fecuring  the  mod 
dangerous  of  their  opponents. 

On  their  examination,  Laville 
Harnois  admitted  the  articles  to  be 
his,  but  denied  having  any  inten¬ 
tion  to  overturn  the  government, 
and  afterted  that  the  operations  for 
overawing  Paris,  &c.  were  only 
to  be  put  in  eifedt,  in  cale  the  Ja¬ 
cobins  Ihould  fucceed  in  over¬ 
throwing  the  prelent  government. 
Brotier,  on  being  queftioned  refpedt- 
fng  his  appearing  as  an  agent  of 
Louis  X  VIII.  anfwered — 44  I  can¬ 
not  tell  that,  but  the  papers  found 
upon  me  tell  it.”  Du  nan  afterted, 
that  he  only  vilited  Ramel  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  contradt  for 
fpirituous  liquors ;  and  Poly  admit¬ 
ted  having  had  conferences  with 
Ramel,  but  denied  the  evidence 

relative  to  La  Favette.  In  the 

* 

pocket-book  of  Dunan  a  letter  was 
found,  which  was  faid  to  be  written 
by  Mr.  Windham,  of  which  the 
following  copy  was  publilhed  in 
the  newfpapers,  and  which  ought 
to  have  been  publicly  denied,  if  a 
fabrication  of  the  diredlory,  as  we 
confefs  we  have  fufpedledit  to  be. — 

iyh  January,  1797. 

“  Mr.  Windham  is  extremely 
forry  that  .the  chevalier  Dunan 
fhould  be  under  the  necefiity  of 
fetting  out  without  Mr.  Windham's 
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having  been  able  to  fee  him.  He 
thought  he  had  arranged  it  with  the 
chevalier,  that  he  (liould  not  depart 
before  Mr.  Windham  was  informed 
of  it — If  pofiible,  he  will  be  very 
glad  to  fee  the  chevalier  between 
the  prefent  period  and  that  of  his 
departure  :  but  if  it  wid  incommode 
him  too  much  at  a  moment  in 
which  hemuft  neceftarily  be  much 
occupied,  he  begs  him  to  be  per- 
fuaded  that  it  is  not  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham’s  fault  that  nothing  is  decided 
refpedting  the  fending  of  funds  for 
other  parties  of  roy  alifts,  and  that  Mr. 
Windham  will  not  fail  to  acquaint 
M.  de  Puiftaye  that  it  is  neither  the 
chevalier’s  nor  his  colleague’s  faults. 
He  has  juft  received  letters  from 
M.  de  Puiftaye,  dated  the  27th  of 
December,  in  which  he  informs 
him  that  the  affair  of  his  command 
is  arranged,  and  that  he  has  no 
other  objedt  than  to  remain  at  his 
poft,  occupying  himfelf  as  formerly. 
Mr.  Windham  will,  if  pofiible, 
fend  M.  D  11  nan  a  letter  for  M.  de 
Puiftaye,  as  well  as  one  for  fir  Syd¬ 
ney  Smith.  He  is  alfo  impatient  to 
know,  whether  it  has  been  fettled 
what  M.  Dpnan  is  to  expedl  for  the 
tranfmilfion  of  funds,  and  whether 
he  has  feen  lord  Grenville  upon 
that  fubjedt?  If  M.  Dunan  could 
give  Mr.  Windham  a  call,  which 
he  does  not  defire  if  it  will  Incom¬ 
mode  him  too  much,  he  will  not 
go  out,  but  order  a  dinner  at  home 
at  five  o’clock,  if  it  will  fuit  the 
chevalier  to  dine  with  him  ;  he  in¬ 
treats  him,  however,  not  to  put  him¬ 
felf  to  inconvenience,  and  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  affurances  of  his  attach-, 
ment,  and  willies  for  the  fuccefs  of 
his  affair.” 

As  the  operations  of  the  confpi- 
rators  were  to  have  been  in  a  great 
degree  of  a  military  nature,  and  as 
the  railing  of  recruits  was  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  their  plan,  the  cLi- 
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rectory  referred  the  confpirators  for 
trial  to  a  military  tribunal ;  again# 
this  order  the  prifoners  appealed  to 
the  tribunal  of  caflation,  or  court 
of  general  appeal,  but  the  refolution 
of  the  directory  was  confirmed  by 
the  tribunal. 

On  the  qjth  of  March  the  two 
councils  drew  the  important  lots 
which  were  to  deprive  a  third  of 
their  members  of  their 'feats  in  the 
legiflature.  The  members  excluded 
from  the  council  of  ancients  were, 
Michel,  Moitfet,  Oliviere  Gerente, 
Chambont-Latour,  Dandenac-aine, 
Deverite,Maignen,  Girard  Villards, 
Florent  Guyot,  Bianc,  Bartot,  Gar- 
rot,  Amyon,  Corbel,  Creuze  Paf- 
cal,  Corent-Fufbier,  Roucher-Saint- 
Sauveur,  Vincent,  Allafort,  Cor- 
nillau,  Gerand  (des  Cores  du  Nord), 
Durand -Madlanne,  Gibergue,  Gu- 
mery,  Befnard,  Guermeur,  Marce- 
linBeraud,Johannot,  Derazci,  Muf- 
fet,  Gouly,  Girard  (de  i’Aude,) 
Guittard,  Lehaulr,  Reguis,  Del- 
mas,  Cabaroc,  Bonnefoeur,  Verne- 
ret,  Dandenac  jenne,  Pierre- Mi¬ 
chel,  Fourcroy,  Lanjuinais,  Def¬ 
ers,  Delcher,  Bouiilerot,  Bolot, 
Caftilhon,  Poulain-Grandpre,  Mi- 
oche,  Rudel,  Serres,  Regnaud-Bra* 
tel,  Sauve,  Conte,  Campmartin, 
Bouret,  Salleies  Thierriet,  Bourgois, 
Gonpilleau-de-Fontenay,  Bar,  Ma- 
fade,  Belin,  Laurent,  Plaichard, 
Courtois,  Mils,  Roy,  Vigney,  Var- 
let. 

And  thofe  from  the  council  of  five 
hundred  were  —  Albert,  Audrey, 
Auger,  Babey,  Balland,  Balmain, 
Bancal,  Bauchelon,  Beffroy,  Belley, 
Beriier,  Bortezene,  Bezard,  Blanqui, 
Blondel,  Bodin,  Boifly-d’Anglas, 
Bonet,  Bonnemain,  Bordas,  Borie- 
Cambort,  Cambaceres,  Cambou- 
ias,  Camus,  Carpentier,  Cafenave, 
CafTanyes,  Cavignac,  Cafeneuve, 
Chabanon,  Charrel,  Chafet,  Chafte- 
Jain,  Chauvier,  Chauvin,  Chiappe, 
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Chridiani,Cledel,Colombel,  Coupe 
(de  l’Oife),  Couturior,  Dabrav,  Dau- 
mermefnil,  Daunou,  Deferment, 
Delamarre,  Delaunay,  Delcalfo,  De- 
lecloy,  Defpinaffy,  Deville,  Dornier, 
Drouet,  Dubois- Crance,  Dubou* 
loz,  Dumas,  Andre  Dumont,  Du- 
pais,  Duval  (Claude),  Duval  (Jean- 
Pierre),Efchafieriaux  aine,  Ferrand, 
Fleury,  Fricot,  Gamon,  Garnot, 
Goffuin,  Goupilleau,  Gourdan 
Gouzy,  Guiiierault,  Goiter,  Guy’ 
ardin,  Guvomard,  Guyton,  Hon- 
rier,  Hubert,  Ingraud,  Ifnard,  Izo- 
ard,  Jard-Panviliier,  Jeanneft-La- 
noue,  Jeuenne,  Karcher,  Lafored, 
Lakanal,  Lanthenas,  Laurenceot, 
Lecointe-Puyravaux,  Legot,  Le- 
mailland,  Lemane,  Lefage-Senault, 
Lefpinaife,  Littel,  Lou  vet  (Jean- 
Baptifte),  Lou  vet  (Pierre-FIorent); 
Lozeau,  Mailhe,  Mailfe,  Marboz, 
Marcoz,  Marec,  Marfiette,  MathieU, 
Maulde,  Meaulle,  Mercier,  Monte- 
gut,  MorifTou,  Obelin,  Pacros,  Pelet 
(de  la  Lozere),  Perieres,  Pepin,  Pe¬ 
rm  (des  Vofges  j,  P.  Flieger,  Picque, 
Pierret,  Pine],  Plazanet/Profl,  Qui- 
riette,  R  afire  n,  Real,  Revere hcifi, 
Richard,  Richaud,  Rivery,  Robert 
jot,  Roualt,  Roux  (de  la -Marne), 
Rouyer,  Ruault,  Ruelle,  Saint- 
Martin  (de  I’Ardeche),  Saint-Mar¬ 
tin  (Valogne),  Salmon,  Saurine, 
Savornin,  Serveau,  Texier,  Ths  - 
baud,  Thioaut,  Toudis,  Treilhardv 
As  the  period  of  the  general  elec¬ 
tion  approached,  the  ardour  of  par¬ 
ty  zeal  became  every  where  appa¬ 
rent  ;  and  the  whole  nation  was  in 
fome  meafure  agitated  by  the  efforts 
of  contending  faftions.  The  par- 
tifans  of  the  directory  affirm,  that 
large  fums  of  money  were  remitted 
from  the  enemies  of  the  republic  to 
influence  the  elections  in. favour  of 
royalills  ;  while  the  accufation  is 
retorted  by  their  opponents,  who 
afTert  that  every  uYi fair  mode  was 
pra&ifed  to  prevent  the  conffitu-- 
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tion  from  a  Free  and  unbiased  ope¬ 
ration.  That  the  dire&ory  them- 
felves  were  not  without  their  fears, 
is  evident  from  a  meflage  which 
they  prefented  to  the  council  of 
five  hundred  on  the  15th  of  March. 
It  intimated  that  the  government 
was  too  weak  to  contend  againfi:  the 
plots  of  anarchy  and  royalifm,  be- 
caufe  it  was  unfupported  by  the 
public  functionaries,  of  whom  ma¬ 
ny  had  refufed  the  civic  oath.  It 
proceeded  to  {fate,  that  pamphlets, 
vilifying  the  government,  and  jus¬ 
tifying  the  emigrants,  were  circu¬ 
lated  at  this  crifis  with  more  than 
ordinary  induflry.  It  concluded 
with  recommendino  an  oath  of  ha- 
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tred  to  royalty  and  anarchy,  to  be 
taken  by  the  electors,  previous  to 
their  entering  on  the  difcharge  of 
their  functions. 

A  debate  enfued,  in  which  Paf- 
toret,  Thibadeau,  Camus,  and 
others,  combated  ftrenuouflv  the 
propofal  of  the  directory.  It  was 
reprefented  as  no  lefs  than  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  conftitution,  as  nuga¬ 
tory  in  its  objeCt,  and  infulting  both 
.to  the  electors  and  their  conftitu- 
tpits.  In  anfwer  to  thefe  objections 
}t  was  urged,  that  whatever  the 
conftitution  had  not  fpecifically 
prohibited  was  lawful  in  itfelf ;  and 
that  while  Monk  refufed  to  take  the 
oath  of  hatred  to  royalty,  he  boaft- 
ed  of  his  attachment  to  that  re¬ 
public  he  was  labouring  to  over¬ 
turn.  After  a  tumultuous  fcene  the 
debate  was  adjourned  ;  but  on  the 
fucceeding  day  the  directory  tri¬ 
umphed,  by  the  majority  of  the 
council  decreeing  that  every  eleCtor 
by  feniority,  after  the  prefident, 
fhould  makefile  following  declara¬ 
tion  : 


“  I  promife  attachment  and  fide¬ 
lity  to  the  republic  and  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  third  year,  and  I 
pledge  myfelf  to  defend  them  with 
all  my  power  againft  the  attacks  of 
royalty  and  anarchy.” 

A  propofal  made  by  the  direc¬ 
tory  about  the  fame  time  to  ex¬ 
clude  perfons  accufed  of  emigra¬ 
tion  from  the  primary  aflemblies, 
was  referred  to  a  committee. 

The  elections  were  in  general 
peaceably  conducted,  and  in  the 
choice  of  the  electors  a  degree  of 
moderation  was  evinced  by  the  pri¬ 
mary  aflemblies.  The  venerable 
prince  of  Conti  was  chofen  an  elec¬ 
tor  by  the  primary  aflembly  of  Me¬ 
lon,  and  feveral  of  the  ancient  no¬ 
bility  were  diftinguifhed  in  the  fame 
manner  by  the  diftriCts  in  which 
they  refided.  In  the  appointment 
of  the  deputies,  thofe  were  general¬ 
ly  fuccefsful  who  could  boaft  of 
any  fer vices  rendered  to  the  date. 
The  generals  Pichegru  and  Jour- 
dan,  admiral  Villaret,  and  many 
other  military  officers  of  note  and 
merit  were  returned.  In  fome 
places  the  election  undoubtedly  fell 
upon  improper  perfons ;  and  even 
the  famous  Barrere,  who,  by  the 
exifting  laws,  was  at  that  moment 
an  outlaw,  was  chofen  a  reprefen- 
tative  by  the  diflriCt  of  Tarbes. 

On  the  20th  of  May  the  new 
members  were  introduced  to  the 
councils.  In  the  council  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  the  name  of  Barrere  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  marks  of  indignation; 
but  when  that  of  Pichegru  was  an¬ 
nounced,  the  whole  aflembly  rofe, 
and  feemed  to  pay  an  inftantaneous 
and  involuntary  refpeCt  to  that  gal¬ 
lant  commander,  who  conquered 
not  lefs  by  his  virtues  *  than  by 


r  At  one  of  the  Dutch  fortreffes  which  fubmitted  to  Pichegru,  the  commandant  was 
weak  or  wicked  enough  to  intimate  to  the  French  general  that  there  were  a  number  of 
emigrants  mixed  with  the  garrilon,  and  to  alk  what  muft  be  their  fate  when  the  place  ca¬ 
pitulated.  <(  I  acknowledge  no  fuch  defeription  of  men  as  emigrants  (replied  Pichegru)  ; 
the  garrifon  are  all  prifoners  of  war.”  7 
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his  valour.  The  ele&ions  were 
ail  confirmed  except  that  of  Batrere; 
and  Pichegru  was  appointed  presi¬ 
dent ;  Simeon,  Vaublanc,  Henri 
Lariviere  arid  Parifot,  fecretaries. 
In  the  council  of  ancients  no  ex¬ 
ception  was  taken  againfl  any  of 
the  elections,  and  Barbe  Marbois 
wras  chofenprefident. 

The  day  before  the  new  councils 
aftembled,  the  directory  decided  by 
lot  the  change  of  one  of  their  own 
body;  and  Le  Tourneur  drew  the 
lot  which  difrobed  him  of  the  di¬ 
rectorial  purple.  On  the  2 2d,  the 
council  of  five  hundred  proceeded 
to  form  the  lids  for  the  election  of 
a  new  director ;  Barthelemi,  the 
fuccefsful  negotiator  at  Balle,  a 
man  of  amiable  manners,  and  of 
refpeCtable  talents,  had  by  far  the 
greateft  number  of  fuffrages,  and 
>eing  at  the  head  of  the  lift  re¬ 
turned  to  the  council  of  ancients, 
ae  was  the  object  of  their  choice. 

The  firft  important  bufinefs  which 
accupied  the  council  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  after  the  inftallawon  of  the 
hew  third,  was  that  of  the  colo- 
aies  ;  in  the  debate  on  this  fubjeCt, 
an  the  4th  of  June,  general  Jour- 
dan  took  a  part,  and  his  firft  fpeech 
was  applauded.  It  was  propofed 
:o  recall  Santhonax  from  St.  Domin¬ 
go  ;  but  Jourdan  apprehended  that 
1  fudden  recall,  without  carrying 
dong  with  it  an  adequate  fupport, 
night  force  that  commiflioner  of 
the  convention  into  rebellion,  and 
ae  might  be  induced  to  deliver  up 
the  ifland  to  the  Englifb.  He  pro¬ 
pofed  therefore  that  a  general  offi¬ 
cer,  fupported  by  an  adequate  force, 
Ihouid  carry  out  the  letters  of  re¬ 
call  to  the  commiftioners  ;  and  this 
proportion,  after  the  deliberation 
of  fome  weeks,  was  finally  adopted. 

This  was  the  firft:  blow  which 
was  aimed  by  the  new  council 
igainft:  the  authority  of  the  direc- 
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tory  ;  for,  by  a  former  refolution, 
the  executive  power  had  been  au- 
thorifed  to  fend  out  con  million ers 
of  its  own  choice.  A  more  obnoxi¬ 
ous  meafure  was.  however,  in  ceft- 
te  uphition  ;  and  the  ufuai  fovirce 
of  difaerecmei.'t  between  the  neo- 
pie  and  their  mu fu  s,  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  public  money,  was  Icon 
to  fet  at  variance  the  coun-Jls  and 
directory  of  France. 

On  the  7th  of 'May,  fome  days 
previous  to  the  admiifion  of  the 
new  third,  Camus,  in  the  name  of 
the  committee  of.  public  expendi¬ 
ture,  had  made  a  report,  in  which 
he  pointed  out  fome  inftances  of 
unwarrantable  profufion  in  the 
home  department,  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  were  of  opinion  ought  to 
be  reduced  trom  feventeen  to  lefs. 
than  feven  millions.  He  ftated, 
that  an  unnecefiary  number  of  ar¬ 
chitects  and  infpeCtors  were  kept  in 
pay  at  Vtrfailles,  St.  Cloud,  &c. ; 
that  the  manufactory  of  arms  at 
Verfailles,  and  of  porcelain  at 
Seve,  were  unneceiTary  expences  ; 
and  that  the  editor  of  a  newfpa'per 
had  charged  one  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty  thoufand  livres  for  printing  and 
diftributing  his  paoer,  exclufive  of 
pottage.  Upon  this  report,  fome 
resolutions  were  palled,  abolilhing 
all  thefe  fources  of  expenee,  and 
limiting  ftriCUy  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  in  this  refpeCt. 

The  new  third  had  fcarcely  taken 
full  pofleffion  of  their  feats,  before 
thefe  attacks  on  the  agents  of  the  di¬ 
rectory  were  renewed  in  other  forms. 
On  the  7th  of  June,  Buonaven- 
ture  propofed  feverai  retrench¬ 
ments  of  expence  among  the  civil 
and  military  agents,  who,  he  faid, 
formed  an  army  within  an  army, 
and  a  republic  within  a  republic. 
He  alfo  called  the  attention  of  the 
council  (of  five  hundred)  to  the 
fide  of  the  national'  property  in 
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Belgium,  which  he  termed  a  fcan- 
dalous  dilapidation  ;  another  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  name  of  Berger  men¬ 
tioned,  at  the  lame  time,  feveral 
other  necefiary  reforms,  and  moved 
to  have  the  council  divided  into  com¬ 
mittees  for  effecting  that  purpofe. 
A  more  formal  and  authoritative 
effort  was  made  on  the  14th,  when 
Gilbert  X)efmolieres  afcended  the 
tribune,  to  make  a  report  in  the 
name  of  the  committee  of  finances. 
Forefight,  order,  and  ceconomy,  he 
faid,  were  the  bafes  on  which  a 
good  fyftem  of  finance  ought  to 
reft.  Of  thefe  the  firft  had  been . 
particularly  negle&ed  by  the  go¬ 
vernment,  which  had  never  fore¬ 
seen  its  wants,  but  waited  till  it 
felt  their  prefliire.  At  that  inftant 
the  arrears  of  minifters  amounted 
to  a  dreadful  mafs — upon  a  loofe 
calculation,  to  no  lefs  than  fix  hun¬ 
dred  millions.  Thus  did  the  anti¬ 
cipations  exceed  the  ordinary  reve¬ 
nue  by  more  than  thirty-two  mil¬ 
lions.  It  was  necefiary  to  put  an  end 
to  this  difaftrous  evil,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  other  minifters  from  mak¬ 
ing  contrafts  like  thofe  of  Tru- 
guet,  minifter  of  the  marine,  who 
had  purchafed  flour  at  twenty-nine 
livres  ten  fous  the  quintal,  though 
the  fame  coft  at  Nantz  only  thir¬ 
teen  livres  ten  fous  at  moft,  and 
fail-c’oth  at  twenty-two  fous  thfe 
•11,  though  a  larger  meafure  was 
fold/for  but  thirteen  fous. 

After  going  through  a  long  and 
elaborate  detail  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  for  the  fixth  year,  Gil¬ 
bert  computed  the  amount  of  the 
former  at  479*593^5 79»  and  of  the 
latter  at  490,377,526  livres,  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  there  would 
be  a  deficiency  of  about  twelve 
millions.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
expences  of  the  clerks  of  the  direc¬ 
tory,  who,  he  faid,  lived  like  kings  ; 
to  the  fums  Squandered  without  ef¬ 


fect  for  public  education;  to  tll< 
debt  of  Belgium  ;  and  to  that  o 
the  emigrants,  which  he  eftimatei 
at  nine  hundred  millions  of  livres 
After  a  report  of  two  hours  and  ; 
half,  he  moved  the  adoption  o 
three  feveral  projects,  which  wen, 
ordered  to  be  printed  feparately. 

Bailleul  having  combated  fome  o 
his  arguments,  Gilbert  rofe  again 
and  in  the  courfe  of  his  reply  ad 
verted  to  a  demand  of  one  hundre< 
millions  of  livres  made  by  the  di 
re&ory  under  the  pretence  of  mak 
ing  peace.'  This  fum  had  beei 
granted  them  by  the  weaknefs  0 
the  committee.  The  directors,  fai< 
he,  having,  in  an  animated  confer 
ence,  feemed  to  fear  the  return  o 
the  brave  defenders  of  the  country 
I  anfwered,  “  You  who  know  f 
well  how  to  obtain  fupplies  for  th 
profecution  of  the  war,  demam 
fome  for  the  confolidation  of  peace. 
The  directory  prefumes  to  criticif 
your  opinions.  It  has  been  pro 
pofed,  that  my  report  ftiould  b 
fent  to  the  dire<ftory.  I  do  nc 
wonder  at  that  motion,  fince  on 
of  the  directors  demanded,  in  m 
prefence,  that  I  fhould  be  oblige 
to  lay  the  fpeech  I  delivered  o 
their  table.  (The  council  at  th 
mention  of  this  manifefted  th 
moft  marked  difapprobation.)  It 
high  time  that  the  directory  {houl 
be  taught  not  to  alarm  the  publi 
by  indecent  mefiages,  but  to  confin 
itfelf  to  its  functions,  to  wait  yoi 
orders,  and  to  leave  your  difcuftioi 
free. 

The  fword  was  now  drawn,  am 
on  the  1 8th,  the  committee  threi 
away  the  fcabbard,  when  the  fan 
reporter  rofe  to  propofe  a  plan  < 
finance,  the  direct  ohje<ft  of  whic 
was  to  take  the  whole  power  of  tl 
purfe  out  of  the  hands  of  the  dire* 
tory.  The  council,  at  leaft  tl 
majority  of  it,  agreed  with  tl 

commjue 


FOREIGN 

committee,  and  almoft  as  foon  as 
the  propofai  was  produced,  it  was 
decreed  as  follows : 

The  council  of  five  hundred  con- 
fidering  that,  though  the  fervfce  of 
the  national  treafury  may  require 
negotiations  to  fatisfy  urgent  ex- 
pences,  it  is  yet  indifpenfable  and 
prefling  to  reftrain  them  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ceffation  of  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  paper  money. 

They  declare  that  there  is  ur¬ 
gency,  and  make  the  following  re¬ 
folution  : 

Art.  I.  The  law  of  the  3d  Bru- 
maire,  fourth  year,  which  authorifes 
the  national  treafury  to  negotiate 
4  under  the  approbation  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  directory,  is  abrogated. 

Art.  II.  The  article  II.  of  the 
law  of  22d  Vendemiare,  fifth  year, 
which  authorifes  the  minifter  of  the 
finance  to  regulate  the  order  of  the 
payment  of  the  drafts  of  all  the  mi- 
nifters,  on  account  of  urgency,  is 
equally  abrogated. 

Art.  III.  The  commiflioners  of 
the  treafury  are  neverthelefs  autho- 
rifed  to  make  the  negotiations 
which  the  fervice  of  the  treafury 
may  require,  but  under  their  per- 
fonal  refponfibility. 

On  the  following  day  the  direc¬ 
tory  collected  their  friends  in  the 
council,  and  Le  Clerc  propofed  the 
repeal  of  the  decree  concerning  the 
finances.  He  contended  that  it  was 
paffed  in  a  thin  houfe,  and  without 
a  divifion.  He  faid  a  fcandatous 
contention  had  exifted  for  fome 

time  between  the  directory  and  the 

'  * 

committee  of  finance,  and  that  the 
refolution  in  queftion  annihilated 
every  hope  of  peace.  “  Will  not 
foreign  powers  (he  added)  depend 
on  a  diffoliition  of  the  republic, 
when  they  fee  the  power  of  the 
purfe  taken  from  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment,  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
men  who  have  prevaricated  ?”  A 
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mod  tumultuous  debate,  or  rather 
conteft,  enfued,  in  which  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  prefident  (Pichegru) 
was  fcarceiy  fufficient  to  reftore  or¬ 
der,  or  reftrain  the  parties  from 
blows ;  at  length  the  motion  of 
Le  Clerc  was  virtually  negatived  by 
palling  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

In  fome  of  the  following  fittings, 
the  proceedings  of  the  directory 
were  fevereiy  ca  availed.  Paftoret, 
on  the  20th  of  June,  inculpated 
greatly  their  treatment  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  propofed  a 
plan  of  a  decree  for  appointing  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  un~ 
covjiitutiona  refutations  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power  on  that  fubje<ft,  which, 
was  adopted.  On  the  following  day 
a  committee  was  alfo  formed  on 
the  motion  of  Imbert  Columes,  for 
inquiring  upon  what  grounds  the 
directory  had  prefumed,  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  liberty,  to  vio¬ 
late  the  facrednefs  of  private  cor- 
refpondence,  by  the  opening  and 
examining  of  private  letters — and  a 
refolution  was  (to  the  honour  of  the 
council)  paded,  declaring  fuch  a 
violation  utterly  unlawful. 

Not  only  the  condudt  of  the  di- 
redforv,  but  of  Buonaparte  himfelf, 
was  ftridtly  fcrutinized ;  and,  on 
the  23d  of  June,  Dumoulard  pro¬ 
pofed  a  committee  to  examine  the 
external  relations  of  the  republic, 
and  to  demand  information  from 
the  directory  concerning  the  events 
that  followed  Buonaparte’s  mani- 
fefto  again  ft  the  government  of  Ve¬ 
nice.  He  complained  of  the  French 
general’s  interference  with  that  go¬ 
vernment,  and  of  the  difturbance 
which  was  given  by  the  fiiruftion  of 
the  directory  to  the  Genoefe  and 
Helvetic  republics. 

The  oppofition  party  in  the 
councils  at  this  period  is  generally 
conlidered  as  confifting  of  three 
diltin&  deferiptions  of  men.  The 
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firft  were  the  adherents  of  the 
ancient  regime,  fome  of  whom, 
through  the  influence  of  connexi¬ 
ons  and  of  fortune,  undoubtedly 
obtained  feats  on  the  election  of 
the  new  third ;  the  fecond  were 
young  and  afpiring  men,  perfons 
who  were  ambitious  to  diftinguifli 
themfelves,  and  whom  the  love  of 
novelty  might,  in  fome  degree,  in¬ 
duce  to  alter  or  repeal  the  decrees 
of  their  predeceflbrs  ;  the  third  fet 
conlifted  of  men  of  open  and  libe¬ 
ral  minds,  who  fupported  many  of 
the  propofals  of  their  colleagues,  be¬ 
cause  they  confidered  them  as  the 
dictates  of  truth  and  juftice,  and 
not  to  be  relinquiflied  for  tempo¬ 
rary  inconveniences,  or,  in  the  fa- 
fhionable  language,  exifting  cir- 
cumftances. 

Among  thefe  men  a  proper  .and 
commendable  zeal  for  religion  and 
morality  foon  began  to  difplay  it- 
felf.  The  deteftable  laws  autho- 
rifing  polygamy,  or  rather  a  gene¬ 
ral  fyftem  of  debauchery,  under 
the  colour  of  a  facility  of  divorce, 
were  ordered  to  be  revifed.  On 
the  17th  of  June,  Camille  Jourdan 
made  an  important,  and,  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  many,  an  enlightened  and 
philofophical  report  on  the  freedom 
of  religious  worfhip,  which  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed  by  the  unani¬ 
mous  vote  of  the  council  of  five 
hundred. 

On  the  plea  of  humanity  (and 
with  many  of  them,  unqueftionably, 
their  motives  in  this  inftance  were 
good)  fome  relaxation  of  the  laws 
was  propofed  with  refpeft  to  emi¬ 
grants.  Greatly  to  their  honour 
both  councils  were  almoft  unani¬ 
mous  in  reftoring  to  the  prince  of 
Conti  and  the  duchefs  of  Orleans 
their  eftates  and  privileges.  A  plan 
was  brought  forward  by  a  member 
of  the  council  of  five  hundred,  of 
the  name  of  Emery,  for  reinftating 


the  relations  of  emigrants  in  their 
property.  The  followingis  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  decree  which  was  af¬ 
terwards  adopted  on  this  fubjeft 

Art.  1.  The  articles  3,  4,  3, 
and  19,  of  the  law  of  the  28th 
ot  March,  1793,  the  law  of  the 
17th  Frimaire,  fecond  year,  the 
laws  of  the  6th  Floreal,  third  year, 
of  the  1 2th  Meflidor,  third  year, 
and  all  other  regulations  relative  to 
the  fequeftration  of  the  eftates,  and 
as  the  reparation  of  the  heritages  of 
fathers,  grandfathers,  and  other  re¬ 
lations  of  emigrants,  are  annulled, 
all  fequ  eft  rations  are  taken  off,  and 
all  divifions  made  with  the  republic 
are  to  be  confidered  as  void  of  effect. 

2.  The.  emigrants  are  declared 
unable  to  poflefs  any  civil  rights,  to 
count  from  the  decree  of  the  23d 
of  Oblober,  1792,  which  ena&ed 
their  perpetual  banifliment  from  the 
day  of  their  emigration,  if  it  be 
pofterior  to  the  faid  decree. 

3.  Subftitutions  entailed  on  emi¬ 
grants,  and  not  confolidated  in 
their  perfons  py  the  law  of  the  25th 
of  October,  1792,  are  declared  open 
by  their  civil  death  for  the  benefit 
of  the  heirs  next  in  the  order  of  fuc- 
cefiion. 

4.  Direft  and  collateral  fuccef- 
fions,  to  which  emigrants  would 
have  been  entitled  in  cafe  of  non¬ 
emigration,  and  which  have  become 
open  fince  the  23d  of  O&ober 
1792j  are  t0  be  regulated  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  would  have 
been  adjufted  in  cafe  the  emigrants 
had  departed  this  life  previous  to 
the  above  fuccefiions  being  opened. 

^  5.  The  eftates  to  be  reclaimed  in 
virtue  of  the  two  preceding  articles, 
and  which  the  republic  is  ftill  pof- 
fefied  of,  fliall  be  reftored  in  natura 
to  the  lawful  owners.  As  to  thofe 
eftates  which  have  been  difpofed  of 
in  the  form  prefcribed  by  the  laws, 
they  remain  definitively  alienated  ; 
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but  the  indemnification  of  the  pro* 
prietors  Hi  all  be  provided  for  by 
another  law. 

6.  The  proceeds  and  revenue 
from  the  faid  eftates,  as  well  as  the 
jnterefts  thereof,  which  have  be¬ 
come  due  previous  to  the  ill  Prai- 
ri'al  of  the  fifth  year,  (hall  be  com- 
penfated  with  the  charges  of  fequef* 
tration,  ad minill ration  and  repair, 
with  the  relief  granted  in  purfuance 
of  the  laws  of  the  23d  Nivofe,  thiid 
year,' and  with  the  contribution  foi 
thecloathingand  pay  of  two  foUbers 
until  the  general  peace,  eftablifiied 
by  the  law  of  the  12th  of  Septerm 
ber,  17^2  ;  of  which  the  fathers  and 
mothers  of  emigrants  are  definitive¬ 
ly  acquitted  and  difcharged. 

7.  The  e dates  of  emigrants 
charged  with  penfions  or  ufufi  Lifts 
in  favour  of  their  fathers  and  mo¬ 
thers,  and  which  are  not  yet  dil- 
pofed  of,  cannot  be  fold  but  with 
the  charge  they  impofed  on  tnem. 
The  fathers  and  mothers,  entitled 
to  fuch  penfions  and  ufufructs,  lhak 
be  indemnified  according  to  ano¬ 
ther  law,  to  be  enadted  on  this  fub- 
jedt. 

The  barbarous  policy  of  pum fil¬ 
ing  individuals  for  the  crimes  of 
others  was  juftly  and  generally  re¬ 
probated,  By  a  former  law,  the 
fugitive  labourers  from  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Rhine,  who  had  emi¬ 
grated  while  thofe  countries  weie 
the  feat  of  war,  were  allowed  a 
certain  time  to  return,  and  weie 
invited  to  refu.me  their  refpedtive 
occupations.  A  motion  was  made 
in  the  council  of  five  hundred  to 
prolong  this  period,  and  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  the  law  to  perfons 
exercifing  any  ufeful  trade;  and, 
after  fome  deliberation,  the  time 
was  enlarged  fix  months. 

The  diftreffed  and  persecuted 
ftate  of  the  baniflied  minsters  of 
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religion  was  in  fine  brought  under 
the  conlideration  of  the  council  of 
five  hundred,  and  the  difcufiion 
was  clofed,  on  the  15th  of  July,  by 
the  adoption  of  the  following  refo- 
lutions : — • 

1.  The  laws  which  pronounce 
the  pun  Kliment  of  tranfportation 
or  confinement  againft  ecclcfiaf- 
tics,  who  were  fubjedt  to  oaths 
or  declarations,  or  who  have  been 
denounced  under  the  name  of  re- 
fraHory ,  or  on  account  of  incivifm , 
and  againft  thofe  who  have  afford¬ 
ed  (belter  to  priefts  unfworn,  are, 
and  continue,  repealed. 

2.  The  laws  which  afiimilate 
exported  priefts  to  emigrants,  are 
alfo  repealed. 

3.  The  individuals  affedfed  by 
faid  laws  are  reftored  to  all  the 
rights  of  French  citizens,  by  ful¬ 
filling  the  conditions  prefcribed  by 
the  conftitution. 

A  relolution  requiring  from 
priefts  a  declaration  of  fidelity  to 
the  conftitution  was,  at  the  fame 
dime,  difcuffed,  and  declared  by 
the  prefident  to  be  negatived,  An 
appel  nominal  being  however  de¬ 
manded,  a  great  tumult  enfued,  and, 
the  prefident  walked  away.  The 
fubjedt  was  however  renewed  the 
following  day,  when .  the  motion 
for  exadting  a  declaration  from  the 
priefts  was  carried  by  210  votes, 
againft  204.  The  liberality  and 
juftice  of  the  council  was  further- 
iuftanced  on  the  iBth  of  July,  with 
refpect  to  fifty-three  unfortunate 
emigrants,  who  had  been  fliip- 
wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Calais. 
The  member  who  made  the  report 
concerning  them,  Jourdan,  ob~ 
ferved  that  it  would  be  barbarous  to 
{hew  lefs  clemency  than  the  furious 
element  from  which  they  had  es¬ 
caped.  They  were  therefore  by  the 
order  of  the  council  reimbarked, 
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and  conveyed  at  the  expence  of  the 
republic  to  the  place  of  their  defti- 
nation. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  difcuffions, 
it  was  announced,  that  by  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  directory  the  city  of 
Lyons  was  put  in  a  Hate  of  fiege. 
This  circumft.nce  drew  many  Se¬ 
vere  reflections  on  the  conduCt  of 
the  directory  from  Camille  Jour- 
dan,  and  others  ;  and,  on  the  8th 
©f  Augufl,  a  refolution  was  pafled 
by  the  council  of  five  hundred,  on 
the  motion  of  general  Jourdan, 
enaCting,  that  fuch  power  fliould 
only  be  exercifed  in  confequence 
of  a  decree  of  the  legiflative  body. 

Thus  far,  in  principle,  the  coun¬ 
cil  undoubtedly  aCted  upon  fair  and 
liberal  grounds.  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  objected,  that  fuch  large  concef- 
lions  to  the  emigrants  and  priefts 
were  ill-timed.  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  Caid,  that  the  republic  was 
fcarcelv  fufficientlv  eflablifhed  to 
admit  of  the  return  at  once  of  fo 
large  a  body  of  men  as  the  de¬ 
prived  clergy,  who  were  certainly 
ill-treated  by  their  country,  and 
could  not  be  fuppofed  well-affeCted 
to  the  republican  fyftem.  The  in¬ 
fluence  which  they  mufl  naturally 
have  had  over  the  minds  of  their 
hearers,  an  influence  which  it 
would  not  have  been  difficult  to 
revive,  might  poffibly,  it  may  be 
alleged,  have,  in  many  inftances 
been  turned  to  civil  purpofes,  and 
infurreCtion  excited.'  Be  this  as  it 
may,  however  right  or  well-timed 
thefe  rneafures  might  have  been,  it 
is  certain  they  were  unpopular,  and 
they  were  artfully  turned  to  the 
difadvantage  ot  the  majority  of  the 
councils,  ft  is  certain,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  hopes  of  the  royalifls 
were  greatly  railed  by  thefe"  mea- 
fures,  and  by  the  diflenfions  which 
prevailed  between  the  directory  and 


the  council  of  five  hundred.  A 
counter-revolution,  it  is  aflerted, 
was  confidently  and  openly  talked 
of.  The  purchafers  of  the  national 
domains,  it  is  faid,  were  intimi¬ 
dated  and  infuited,  and,  in  fome 
instances,  outrages  committed  a- 
gainft  their  perfons.  In  confe¬ 
quence  therefore  of  thefe  alarms,  whe¬ 
ther  real  or  pretended,  republican 
clubs  were  formed,  and  particularly 
one,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  in- 
ftituted  under  the  immediate  func¬ 
tion  of  the  directory,  and  to  which 
fome  of  the  molt  famou^  of  the 
earlieftrevolutioniftsreforted.Clubs 
alfo  of  an  oppofite  character  were 
inflituted.  The  refpeCtive  parties 
diftinguilhed  themfelves  by  their 
drefs,  and  fome  commotions  were 
excited  by  the  partifans  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  factions  accidentally  encoun¬ 
tering  each  other  in  the  public 
places.  To  put  a  flop  to  thefe  out¬ 
rages,  and  not  forry  to  diflipate  an 
affociation  which  was  beginning  to 
be  formidable,  all  political  meetings 
or  focieties  were  forbidden  and  dif- 
foived  by  a  decree  of  the  councils. 
Unfortunately  for  the  party  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  directory,  the  dis¬ 
content  and  fufpicion  excited  by 
their  rneafures  reached  the  armies. 
The  directors  were  intimately  con¬ 
nected,  of  necefilty,  with  the  gene¬ 
rals,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but 
every  ftep  would  be  taken  to  fan 
the  riling  flame  among  the  military. 
The  army  of  Italy  led  the  way  in 
addrefling  the  directory,  and  the 
ftyle  of  thefe  addrefles  may  be  col¬ 
lected  from  that  prefented  from  the 
divifion  of  Maflena.  u  The  de¬ 
fenders  of  their  country,”  as  they 
ftyled  themfelves,  lamented  in  this 
addrefs  the  violation  of  the  confti- 
tution,  the  degradation  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  the  return  of  the  emi¬ 
grants,  the  favour  and  protection 

afforded 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


ffforded  to  non-juring  priefts,  and 
the  oppreflion  and  murder  of  faith- 
:ul  republicans.  They  conclud¬ 
ed  with  the  following  remarkable 
words  : — “  Does  the  road  to  Paris 

Krefent  more  obftacles  than  that  to 
ftenna  ?  No  ;  it  will  be  opened  to 
tis  by  the  republicans  who  have  re¬ 
mained  faithful  to  liberty.  United 
we  flia.il  defend  it and  our  com¬ 
mon  enemies  (hall  have  lived.” 

The  example  was  followed  by  all 
the  other  armies  of  the  republic, 
yet  the  courage  and  vigour  of  the 
oppofi-tion  party  was  not  diminilh- 
ed.  They  flattered  themfelves,  that, 
like  La  Fayette  and  Dumouriez,  the 
generals  would  be  forfaken  by  the 
foldiers ;  and  they  forgot  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  Gironde  party,  who  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  policy  and  ar¬ 
tifices  of  men  mere  intriguing  and 
bolder  than  themfelves. 

The  minifter  of  police,  Cochon, 
was  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  intereft 
of  the  oppofition  party  ;  the  direc¬ 
tory  therefore  made  a  complete 
change  of  miniflers.  Talleyrand  Pe- 
rigord,  who,  our  readerswvill  recoi¬ 
led!,  had  formerly  been  bifbop  of 
Autun,  was  appointed  minifter  of 
foreign  affairs  in  the  room  of  Dela¬ 
croix,  who  was  afterwards  fent  as 
ambaffadorio  Holland;  Pleville  Pel- 
lay,  an  old  fea-officer,  was  made 
minifter  of  the  marine  in  the  room 
of  Truguet ;  Hoche  was  nominated 
minifter  of  war  inftead  of  Petiet,  but 
he  afterwards  declined,  as  not  be¬ 
ing  of  the  conftitutional  age  ;  Fran¬ 
cois  de  Neufchateau,  a  man  of  let¬ 
ters,  of  moderate  principles  and 
amiable  manners,  replaced  Bene- 
zechin  the  home  department ;  and 
Lenoin  Laroche  fupplanted  Co¬ 
chon.  The  removal  of  this  latter 
minifter  excited  frefli  murmurs,— 
Camille  Jourdan  inveighed  againft 
the  meafure,  and,  on  his  motion,  a 
refplution  was  paffed  to  require  of 
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the  directory  a  report  of  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  the  republic. 

As  Barras  was  the  director  more 
particularly  obnoxious  to  the  op¬ 
pofition  party,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  deprive  him  of  his  dignity,  as 
not  having  been  of  the  age  required 
by  the  conftitution  when  appointed 
a  director.  His  colleagues  in  the 
government,  however,  fupported 
his  right  by  a  formal  meffage,  af- 
ferting  that  he  was  born  in  the  year 
1755;  anc4  as  *he  was  difficult 
to  prove,  the  motions  made  for  his 
removal  on  that  plea  were  without 
effect,  and  ferved  only  to  exafpe- 
rate  the  parties  more  and  more. 

The  council  of  ancients,  in  this 
extraordinary  c rifts,  endeavoured, 
much  to  their  honour,  to  ait  as  mo¬ 
derators  between  the  contending 
parties.  The  refolution  which  re- 
ftriited  the  directory  with  refpeft  to 
the  expenditure,  was  negatived  by 
the  ancients  on  the  27th  of  July. 
The  decrees  relative  to  the  priefts 
were  held  under  difeuffion  ;  and  a 
decree  of  the  council  of  five  hun¬ 
dred,  relative  to  the  fale  of  the  na¬ 
tional  domains,  was  rejeited. 

The  leaders  of  the  hoftile  parties 
on  both  fides  v^ere  now,  however, 
apparently  determined  to  have  re¬ 
course  to  force, arid  both  equally  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  fatal  conflict,  the  ulti¬ 
mate  appeal  not  only  of  kings  but  of 
republican  factions.  Jealous  of  the 
defigns  of  the  direitory,  and  proba¬ 
bly  apprehend  ve  of  the  fpirit  which 
had  been  already  manifefted  by  the 
regulars,  the  council  of  five  hun- 
dred,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  de¬ 
termined  to  reform,  or  (in  their  own 
phrafe)  re-organize  the  national 
guard.  This  tafk  was  committed 
to  the  management  chiefly  of  the 
ex-generals  Pichegru  and  Wiilot. 
On  the  20th  of  July  the  former 
prefented  his  plan  for  their  re-or- 
ganizatioji,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
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printed  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
The  plan  was  again  prefented  on 
the-  28  rh,  in  an  amended  hate,  by 
general  Willot,  The  leading  fea¬ 
ture  of  it  was  to  deprive  the  direc¬ 
tory  of  the  right  of  nominating  the 
officers.  In  each  departn  e  it  ajury 
of  examination  was  to  prefent  a  lift, 
out  of  which  the  directory  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  make  their  election.  This  plan, 
after  fome  debate,  was  adopted,  and 
reduced  into  the  form  of  a  decree. 

While  fuch,  in  the  language  of 
Thibadeau,  were  the  tardy  precau¬ 
tions  of  the  council,  a  circ urn  fiance 
occurred  which  contributed  to  haf- 
ten  the  crifis.  On  the  20th  of  Ju¬ 
ly  the  coudcil  received  authentic 
information  that  fome  regiments  of 
the  San  bre  and  Meufe  army  had 
advanced  to  Corbeii,  within  leven 
leagues  of  Paris,  according  to  ru¬ 
mour,  while,  bv  the  fixty  ninth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  conftitution,  the  direc¬ 
tory  could  not  order  or  authorize 
fuch  a  march  without  incurring  the 
penalty  of  ten  years’  imprifon- 
ment.  A  meflage  was  immediate¬ 
ly  difpatched  to  fhe  directory, 
and  their  anfvver  was  received  be¬ 
fore  the  clofe  of  the  fitting.  It 
is  true,  faid  the  directory,  that 
four  regiments  of  horfe  pa  fled  with¬ 
in  the  distance  of  eleven  leagues 
from  Paris.  It  was  but  yeflerdav 
we  were  apprized  of  this  infraction 
of  the  conftitutional  aCt,  and  im¬ 
mediately  an  order  was  difpatched 
to  fend  away  the  troops.  The  di¬ 
rectory  attributed  this  circumftance 
to  the  inadvertence  of  the  commif- 
fary  of  war.  It  thought  it  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  miflake.  The  council 
fpoke  in  its  meflage  of  troops  ar¬ 
riving  at  Soiflons,  but  the  directory 
had  no  knowledge  of  it.  The  mef- 
fage  was  figned,  Carnot  and  JLare- 
villiere,  for  the  fecretarv  general. 

A  meflage  on  the  fame  f'ubjeCt 
was  foon  after  addrefled  by  thq 


council  of  five  hundred  to  the  coun* 
cilof  ancients,  to  be  confidered  in 
their  extraordinary  fitting  at  feven 
o’clock  the  fame  evening;  and  a 
committee  was  appoint  d  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  bufinefs,  and  to  report  on 
the  meflage  Of  the  directory. 

The  following  day  produced 
another  meflage  from  the  direc¬ 
tory,  equally  unfatisfaCtory  with 
the  former.  The  directory  defired 
to  diftinguifli  between  the"  order  to 
march  and  the  order  of  marching. 
It  avowed  having  given  the  order 
to  march,  but  for  a  far  different 
deftination.  It  was  ignorant  wha 
had  given  the  order  of  marching. 
The  commiftary  Lefageat  Mezieres 
had  given  orders  to  prepare  quarters 
at  herte-Alais.  It  concluded  by 
defiring  the  council  to  trace  the 
line  of  demarkation.  The  mo  ft 
common  opinion  was,  that  Ferte- 
Alais  is  thirteen  leagues.  The  laft 
edi  ion  of  the  Vofgien  dictionary 
ftated  it  at  twelve. 

On  the  26th  Pichegru,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  into  confideration 
the  march  of  the  troops  and  the 
anfwer  of  the  directory,  made  his 
report.  After  remarking  that  the 
anfwer  of  the  directory  was  eva five, 
he  alked  what  v  was  the  invifible 
powerthat  gave  the  order  to  marqh  l 
and  why  the  troops  had  made  a  re¬ 
trograde  movement  ?  If  Breff  was 
their  deftination,  continued  he,  they 
might  have  affembled  north  of  Pa¬ 
ris;  nor  can  I  underftand  how  they 
were  directed  to  march  fouthward. 
Befides*  why  employ  eight  regi¬ 
ments  of  light  horfe,  and  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  light  artillery  ? 

Another  meflage  was  in  confe- 
quence  difpatched  to  the  directory, 
in  which  not  only  the  fubjeCt  of  the; 
marcii  of  the  troops  was  purfued, 
but  the  inflammatory  addreffes  of 
the  army  feverely  cenfured. 
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-The  report  of  the  committee  pro¬ 
duced  a  more  detailed  meffage  from 
the  directory  relative  to  the  march 
of  the  troops,  and  as  the  fubjeCl  is 
important,  and  as  the  paper  gives 
an  interesting  view  of  the  ftate  of 
France  at  this  important  juncture, 
we  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  in- 
fert  it  at  large. 

4  Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

4  The  executive  .directory  delayed 
replying  to  your  meffage  of  the  fe- 
venteenth  of  this  month,  relative  to 
the  marching  orders  given  to  four  re¬ 
giments  of  chaffeurs  which  were  to 
pafsby  Ferte-Aiais,  in  the  expecta¬ 
tion  that  the  repott  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  infpe&ors,  upon  which  that 
meffage  had  been  adopted,  would 
be  printed.  It  is  not  yet  printed  ; 
but  the  directory,  who  in  the  mean 
time  have  been  collecting  the  docu¬ 
ments  they  were  deiirous  of  pro¬ 
curing  refpeCting  the  route  of  thefe 
troops,  confider  it  their  duty  to 
tranfmit  to  you  fuch  information 
as  has  reached  them. 

4  Citizen  Lefage,  commiffary  at 
war,  has  made  the  following  decla¬ 
ration  upon  this  fubjeCt  *. 

44  Citizen  Lefage,  commiffary  of 
war  for  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe,  charged  with  the  police  of 
the  divifion  of  chaffeurs  command¬ 
ed  by  general ‘Richepaufe,  certifies, 
that  after  thefaid  general  had  given 
to  him,  at  Durenne,  the  itinerary 
of  the  route  which  this  divifion  was 
to  obferve  in  going  to  Chartres  (an 
itinerary  which  was  entirely  written 
py  General  Richepaufe,  but  not 
figned  by  him),  he  received  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle  the  order  of  proceeding 
in  that  deftination,  and  preparing, 
before  hand,  at  the  places  pointed 
out,  the  neceffary  provisions  and 
quarters  for  the  four  regiments 
which  composed  that  divifion,  but 
which  were  onlv  to  arrive  in  fuc- 
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ceffion  at  thefe  refling  places 
that,  without  examining  the  itine¬ 
rary  which  had  been  given  to  him, 
or  knowing  that  Ferte-Aiais  was 
within  the  conflitutional  limits  of 
Paris,  he  expedited  the  order  for  the 
route,  in  confequence  of  which  the 
troops  were  to  march — that  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  fame  route  to  Rhtims— - 
that,  being  there  allured  that  the 
letters  he  had  written  to  Charleville, 
with  directions  to  the  municipali¬ 
ties  of  the  places  through  which 
the  troops  were  to  pafs,  had  been 
duly  received,  and  having  no  fur¬ 
ther  precautions  to  take,  as  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  adminiflrations  were  chare- 
ea  with  quartering  and  providing 
for  the  troops,  he  yielded  to  the 
defir^  of  feeing  his  family,  who  re- 
fide  at  Chartres,  and  left  the  route 
of  the  divifion  to  take  the  Ihorter' 
one  by  Soiffons. 

44  He  further  certifies,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  general  Richepaufe,  nor 
any  other  ftaff-ofticer,  gave  him 
any  other  marching  order  than  the 
above,  the  itinerary  of  which  was, 
tranfmitted  to  him  at  Durenne 
that,  during  the  courfe  of  the  march, 
he  did  not  hear  any  of  the  troops 
fpeak  of  their  deftination  ; — that  he 
only  heard,  at  Bonn  and  Durenne, 
perfons  who  did  not  belong  to  the 
army  fay,  that  the  divifion  was  to 
embark  at  Breft.” 

‘  General  Richepaufe  dates,  on 
his  part,  that  he  received  an  order 
from  general  Hoche,  dated  Cologne, 
the  15th  Meffidor,  in  the  following 
terms  :  — 

“  General  Richepaufe,  command¬ 
ing  the  divifion  of  horfe  chafTeurs, 
is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed,  with 
the  four  regiments  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  to  Breft,  by  the  way  of 
Chartres  and  Alen^on. 

44  HOCHE,” 

4  General  Richepaufe  has  befides 
made  the  foliowing  declaration, 
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which  he  fubfcribed  before  the  di¬ 
rectory  on  the  2ed  of  Thennidor  ; 

«  I  certify  that  it  was  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  order  of  the  general  in 
chief,  Hoche,  dated  the  15th  Mef- 
fidor,  direfling  me  to  proceed  with 
the  four  regiments  under  my  com¬ 
mand  to  Breft,  by  the  way  of  Char¬ 
tres  and  Alengon,  that  I  traced  the 
route  by  which  the  divifion  I  com¬ 
manded  was  to  proceed  to  Char¬ 
tres  ; — that  I  was  totally  ignorant 
of  the  exigence  of  any  law  which 
required  that  the  troops  Biould  not 
come  within  twelve  leagues  of  Pa¬ 
ris  ;■ — that  I  even  was  inclined  to 
have  made  them  pafs  through  Pa¬ 
ris  ;  and  that  the  difficulty  ot  main¬ 
taining  order  among  troops  quar¬ 
tered  in  a  large  city  was  the  ^nly 
reafon  which  determined  me  not  to 
adopt  that  route;  that  my  intention 
was  evidently  pure;  for,  if  it  had 
not,  I  fhould  not  have  ordered  a 
commiflary  of  war  to  have  preceded 
me,  who  was  fix  davs  before  the  van 
of  the  troops,  which  was  die  head 
©f  the  column  commanded  by  me. 

RICHEPAUSE.” 

1  Such  is  the  information  which 
the  directory  has  procured  refpefit- 
ing  the  marching  order  given  to 
the  four  regiments  of  chaiTeurs 
drawn  from  the  army  of  the  Sam- 
bre  and  Meufe,  and  which  were  to 
pafs  by  Ferte-Alais  to  Breft.  While 
the  directory  confine  their  anfwer 
to  this  point,  they ‘confider  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  direfit  your  attention  to  a 
Batement  which  appears  to  have 
been  contained  in  the  report  upon 
which  your  meffage  was  founded. 
All  the  journals  agree  in  dating, 
that  you  were  informed  that  arms 
and  ammunition  had  recently  been 
didributed  at  Chartres  to  five  hun¬ 
dred  ruffians,  for  the  purpGfe  of 
fuppreffing  or  of  threatening  the 
freedom  of  the  iegifiative  body. 
This  Batement  is  completely  dis¬ 


proved  by  the  municipality  of  thid 
place.  The  proces-verbal  of  the 
municipality  has  been  addreffed  to 
you  ;  fo  that  you  muff  already  be 
convinced  that  the  enemies  of  the 
country  have  led  the  members  of 
your  committee  into  an  error  upon 
this  fubjefit. 

‘  We  now  come,  citizens  repre- 
fentatives,  to  the  fecond  part  of 
your  meffiage.  The  executive  di¬ 
rectory  did  not,  till  the  day  before 
yefterday,  receive  the  originals  of 
the  addreffies  of  the  defenders  of  the 
country  from  the  different  divifions 
that  compote  the  army  of  Italy. 
They  were  all  deffined  for  the  exe¬ 
cutive  directory,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two  only  ;  and  thefe  were 
addreffed  to  the  defenders  of  the 
country  compofing  the  other  ar¬ 
mies,  Though  the  meaning  and 
fenfe  of  the  word  66  dtlibcrer ”  (to  de¬ 
liberate)  has  not  been  fo  accurately 
defined  as  to  be  clearly  applied  to 
the  a  fit  by  which,  after  having  ex- 
preffed  their  fears  and  their  hopes 
to  the  executive  directory  and  to 
their  brethren  :fi  arms,  the  defend¬ 
ers  of  their  country  have  only  Bated 
the  wifhes  they  had  formed,  and 
the  fentiments  that  animated  them, 
the  executive  directory  have,  ne- 
verthelefs,  refolved  to  prevent  its 
circulation.  They  have  alfo  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  general  in  chief,  deplor¬ 
ing  the  circumffances  which  had 
induced  the  brave  republican  fol- 
diers  to  commit  thofe  afits  which 
might  be  confidered  irregular,  and 
inviting  them  carefully  to  avoid 
everv  thing  which  may  in  the  lead 
degree  tend  to  the  infraction  or  vio,- 
lation  of  the  conflitution.  The  di¬ 
rectory  has  not  Bopped  there  ;  they 
have  thought  it  their  duty  to  go 
back  to  the  caufes,  and  to  point 
them  out,  perfuaded  that  you  will, 
in  your  v/ifdom,  adopt  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  (Ball  make  tl^m  ceafe  to 
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exift.  The  caufe  of  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings  on  the  part  of  the  defenders  of 
the  country,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  general  alarm  and  inquietude 
which,  for  fome  months  pad,  hav¬ 
ing  taken  pofleiflon  of  all  perfons, 
have  fucceeded  the  profound  tran¬ 
quillity  that  reigned,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  confidence  that  every  where 
prevailed.  It:  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  defalcation^  the  revenue,  which 
leaves  all  parts  of  the  adminiftration 
in  the  mod  deplorable  (Situation,  and 
deprives  often  of  their  pay  and 
their  fubfiftence,  the  men  who,  for 
years  pad,  have  died  their  blood 
and  facrificed  their  health  to  ferve 
the  republic.  It  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  perfecution  and  aflaflination 
of  the  purchasers  of  national  pro¬ 
perty,  of  the  public  functionaries, 
of  the  defenders  of  the  country  ;  in 
fhort,  of  all  thofe  who  have  dared 
to  fhow  themfelves  the  friends  of 
the  republic.  It  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  want  of  fir'mnefs  and  vigour 
;  ■  in  the  punidiment  of  criminals,  and 
to  the  partiality  of  the  public  tribu¬ 
nals.  It  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
infolence  of  the  emigrants  and  the 
refraCtory  priefts,  who,  recalled,  and 
openly  favoured,  appear  every 
where,  keep  alive  the  flame  of  dif- 
cord,  and  infpire  a  contempt  for 
the  laws.  It  is  to  be  afcribed  to 
the  multitude  of  journals  with 
which  the  armies,  lik^  the  inte¬ 
rior,  are  inundated — journals  which 
threaten  death  to  the  fupporters  of 
liberty,  which  vilify  all  the  repub¬ 
lican  inflitutions,  which  openly  and 
fhamefully  deli  re  the  return  of  roy¬ 
alty,  and  all  the  opprelfive  and 
vexatious  inflitutions,  which  eaual- 
Iv  torment  and  humiliate  the  mer- 
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chant,  the  artifan,  and  the  labourer, 
and  even  the  rich  proprietor  who  is 
untitled.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the 
interefl,  always  ill-diflembied,  and 
frequently  openly  manifefled,  which 


the  enemies  of  their  country  take 
in  the  glory  and  the  profperitv  of 
the  Englifli  government  and  the 
Auftrian  court ;  while  they  endea¬ 
vour,  on  the  contrary,  to  dimini fli 
the  true  renown  of  our  warriors, 
and  fpeak  with  an  ill-difguifed  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  high  *^ftiny  held  out 
to  France,  and  of  the  eminent  de¬ 
gree  of  glory  and  of  happinefs 
which  file  was  about  to  reach.  It 
is  owing  to  the  blame  which  has 
been  thrown  upon  the  moft  glorious 
and  ufeful  confequenccs  of  the  vic¬ 
tories  of  our  defenders  -  to  the  plan, 
openly  declared,  of  calumniating 
and  ruining  the  reputation  of  our 
republican  generals,  and  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  who,  to  the  glory  of  the 
moft  brilliant  triumphs  and  the 
moft  fkihful  campaigns,  have  added, 
the  one  in  the  weft  of  France,  the 
other  in  Italy,  the  immortal  honour 
of  a  political  conduct,  which  will 
procure  to  their  philofophy  and  hu¬ 
manity  as  much  praife  as  has  alrea¬ 
dy  been  bellowed  on  their  military 
genius.  Finally,  the  caufe  is  to  be 
found  in  the  defpair  to  which  all 
true  citizens,  and  particularly  the 
defenders  of  their  country,  are  re¬ 
duced,  in  feeing,  at  the  moment  of 
its  concluflon,  and  after  they  had 
purchafed  it  with  fo  much  blood 
and  fo  many  futferings,  the  defini¬ 
tive  peace,  folicited  by  >he  chiefs 
of  the  vanquifhed  coalition,  placed 
at  a  diftance — that  peace  which  a 
government,  the  friend  of  humani¬ 
ty,  feeks  fliil  with  the  -greateft  ex- 
adtnefs  to  conclude — Hut  all  at 
once,  re-animating  their  hopes,  and 
reckoning  upon  the  diffolution  of 
the  republican  government,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  exhaufted  flate  of 
our  finances,  upon  the  death  or  the 
exile  of  our  braveft  generals,  and 
on  the  difperfion  and  3eflru<flion  of 
our  armies,  thefe  fame  coalefced 
powers  have  exhibited  as  much 
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tardinefs  in’  the  progress  of  their 
negotiations  as  they  at  fird  tedified 
ardour  to  terminate  them.  Such, 
citizens  reprefentatives,  are  the 
caufes  which  have  agitated  the 
minds  of  the  foldiers  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  and  induced  them  to  exprefs 
their  fears  and  their  refolutions. 
The  executive  directory  repeats, 
that  they  fhall  do  what  they  ought 
to  do,  in  recommending  to  the 
troops  to  avoid  all  irregular  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  are  contrary  to  that 
difcipiine  which  is  the  foul  of  ar¬ 
mies,  and  opposite  to  the  laws 
which  are  the  fupport  of  the  hate  ; 
but  they  owe  to  you,  in  the  mean 
time,  a  frank  and  faithful  declara¬ 
tion  of  their  fentiments.  The  go¬ 
vernment  dill  confidently  hopes  to 
fave  France  from  the  diflblution  to 
■which  it  is  precipitately  hurried — 
to  extinguish  the  torches  of  civil 
war  which  are  lighted  up  with  fu¬ 
ry — and  to  proteft  perfons  and  pro¬ 
perty  from  the  danger  of  a  new  re¬ 
volution.  This  relolution  the  di¬ 
rectory  ,wiil  purfue  with  perfever- 
ance  and  with  courage,  and  will 
not  be  turned  afide  by  any  fears,  or 
by  any  influence.  They  will  not, 
however,  confent  to  infpire  a  falfe 
fecurity,  either  in  their  fellow-citi¬ 
zens  of  the  interior,  or  in  thofe  who 
defend  the  con  ntry  without.  They 
fhould  confider  themfelves  guilty  of 
treafon  towards  their  country  if  they 
concealed  the  atrocious  attempts 
that  are  unremittingly  made  to  lead 
ns  into  all  the  horrors  of  a  feccfid 
revolution,  by  overthrowing  the 
prefent  government  either  by  trea¬ 
fon  or  by  force. 

‘  Carnot,  President. 
i  Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen/ 

•  A  new  committee  was  appointed 
to  confider  of  the  meflage  of  the 
directory.— -It  confided  of  ieven 
members,  all  of  the  oppofition  par¬ 


ty,  viz.  Thibadeau,  Vaublanc* 
Simeon,  Padoret,  Boifiy  d’Anglas, 
Emery,  and  Jourdan  des  bouches 
de  Rhine.— -On  the  zzd  of  Auguft, 
the  report  of  the  committee  was 
brought  up,  and  as  the  directory 
had  entered  into  the  detail  of  the 
fubjedls  of  general  complaint,  the 
reporter,  Thibadeau,  was  alfo  co¬ 
pious  in  his  reply. 

EJe  began  by  calling  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  council  to  the  prefent 
date  of  the  nation  ;  and  coniraded 
it  with  the  fituation  it  was  lately  in 
when  the  republic  advanced  to¬ 
wards  peace,  when  confidence  re¬ 
vived,  and  the  conditntion  began 
to  be  confolidated.  To  recover 
thofe  defirable.  advantages,  he  con- 
fidered  it  as  necedary  to  encourage 
good  citizens  to  reprefs  the  bad, 
and  to  let  the  voice  of  judice,  rea- 
fon,  and  impartiality,  be  heard 
from  the  tribune  of  the  council  of 
five  hundred. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  late  fub- 
jebts  of  alarm,  and,  while  he  admit¬ 
ted  that  the  directory  had  the  incon- 
tedable  right  of  changing  the  mi-. 
nifters,  he  maintained  that,  of  the 
legislative  body  to  require  infprma- 
tion  refpe<ding  the  violation  of  the 
conditutional  limits.  The  caufe 
of  that  violation,  faid  he,  which 
we  fliall  not  now  inquire  into,  will 
one  day  be  known.  General  Riche- 
paufe  avpws  the  giving  of  the  or¬ 
der,  but  denies  his  knowledge  of 
the  law. — This  excufe  would  not 
lerve  him  before  a  tribunal;  but 
from)  what  we  have  heard  of  his 
morai  charaHer,  we  believe  he  had 
no  ill  indention. 

The  reporter  then  proceeded  to, 
the  addredes  of  the  army  of  Italy, 
and  contended,  that  the  fentiments 
of  liberty  they  breathed  belonged 
to  the  generous  defenders  of  the 
date  ;  the  red  to  factious  men,  de- 
firous  of  wounding  the  bofom  of 
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tkeir  Country.  He  particularly  no¬ 
ticed  the  affertion,  that  a  fyftem  of 
royal ifm  was  purfued  in  the  coun¬ 
cil.  Does  the  rebel  who  penned 
it,  faid  he,  exifl  ? — Does  he  exiit,< 
and  are  you  free  ? — Is  the  govern¬ 
ment  alleep,  that  it  buffers  him  to 
enjoy  impunity  ? 

The  direflory  inform  you,  that 
they  have  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  ad- 
drefles,  and  written  to  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  deploring  the  dr- 
cumfrances  that  led  to  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  conliitution.- — Your 
committee  confider  it  their  duty  to 
declare  openly,  that  the  anfwer  of 
the  directory  appears  to  them  un¬ 
worthy  of  its  powder,  and  the  rank 
in  which  the  confiitution  has  placed 
them. 

Thibadeau  next  pointed  out 
the  dangers  to  be  feared  from  the 
fpirit  of  faftion  which  had  been  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  camps  ;  he  called 
upon  the  different  branches  of  the 
government  to  watch  over  the  fa- 
cred  depofit  of  the  confiitution  : 
jhe  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  an¬ 
fwer  the  charges  brought  againfl 
the  council,  but  allied  who  favour¬ 
ed  the  emigrants  ?  who  prevented 
their  punifhment  ?  and  what  was 
the  meaning  of  thofe  erafements, 
which,  according  to  public  report, 
were  made  a  trade  of  r 

He  then  adverted  to  the  aiTaih- 
nations  that  had  been  committed, 
and  afked  why  the  laws  againfl  af- 
faffins  had  not  been  enforced?  As 
to  the  journals  which  breathed  on¬ 
ly  murder,  and  the  return  of  royal¬ 
ty,  he  faid  that  a  law  was  prepar¬ 
ing  to  reprefs  their  audacity.  The 
want  of  oeconomy,  and  the  neglect 
of  the  finances  he  admitted  ;  and 
recommended  to  the  legiflature  to 
direft  its  principal  attention  to  that 
important  objeft. 

Hiflory,  continued  he,  will  exa¬ 
mine  whether  the  late  events  in 


Italv  have  not  retarded  the  conclu- 

J 

fion  of  peace;  but  can  France 
blarne  her  generals  for  giving  li¬ 
berty  to  millions  of  men  ?  Andean 
fbe  refute  thofe  millions  her  friend- 
fliip  and  alliance  ?  But  upon  thefe 
events,  your  committee  cannot  be 
filent. — The  directorv  has  exceed- 
ed  its  powers. — Who  had  the  right 
of  declaring  war  againfl  the  Italian 
flares  without  your  content?  Who 
could  make  treaties  of  commerce 
and  fubfidy  without  your  approba¬ 
tion  ? 

After  declaring  that  the  legifla' 
tive  body  could  not  fear  the  attack 
of  a  few  brigands ,  and  exhorting 
the  different  members  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  concord  and  unanimity, 
the  reporter  added  the  following 
words : 

a  In  examining  this  meffage  of 
the  directory,  its  exaggerations,  and 
the  bittern efs  of  its  fly le,  we  have 
avoided  giving  new  ailment  to  the 
factious.  Legiflators  ought  not  to 
be  guided  by  paffion.  In  vain  our 
common  enemies  meditate  the  ruin 
of  the  republic.  It  is  deeply  root¬ 
ed  ;  it  has  ripened  in  the  midfl  of 
fforms,  and  it  belongs  not  alone  to 
the  prefent  generation.  The  new 
dangers  which  threaten  it,  ferve 
only  to  difplay  its  flrength  once 
more.  Each  power  fhall  return  to 
its  proper  limits  ;  and  if  fome  men 
have  wiflied  to  overflep  them,  they 
fhall  be  recalled,  and  confined  to 
their  proper  flation. 

Thibadeau  concluded  by  pre- 
fenting  the  plan  of  two  refoiu- 
tions. 

The  fird  declared,  that  all  con- 
fpiracies  or  crimes  againfl  the  con, 
flitution,  the  legiflative  body,  and 
the  directory,  came  under  the  ju- 
rifdiflion  of  the  criminal  tribunal 
of  the  place  where  the  legHlature 
fits ;  that  all  perfons  accufed  iliould 
be  denounced  at  the  office  of  the 
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public  accufer :  but  that  they  fhould 
have  the  power  of  appealing  from 
that  tribunal,  and  in  this  cafe  they 
fhould  be  carried  before  a  court 
pointed  out  by  the  tribunal  of  caff- 
ation. 

The  fecund  declared  every  af- 
femblage  of  foldiers,  for  the  purpofe 
of  deliberating  in  other  circum- 
flances  than  thofe  determined  by 
the  law,  a  crime  ;  that  any  commu¬ 
nication  under  the  title  of  addrefies 
from  one  armed  body  to  another, 
or  to  the  civil  authorities,  fhould 
be  puniflied  as  a  leditious  adl ;  and 
determined  the  punifh ments  to  be 
inflidled  upon  the  promoters  of 
fuch  affemblies,  and  the  fubfcribers 
of  addreffes,  according  to  the  nature 
of  tire  cafe. 

Though  the  directory  appeared 
in  ail  thefe  inftances  to  adl  in  con¬ 
cert,  and  though  the  melfage  came 
under  the  iigaature  of  Carnot,  yet 
it  was  well  underflood  that  the  di¬ 
redlory  were  divided  among  them- 
felves.  Reubei  and  Barras  were 
decided  in  their  oppolition  to  the 
council  of  five  hundred — Carnotand 
Barthelemi  (who  probably  conceiv¬ 
ed  that  in  a  conteft  between  the  le- 
gifiative  and  executive  powers,  the 
former  muff  in  the  end  carry  the 
greatefl  weight  with  the  people)  were 
fecretly  attached  to  the  majority  of 
the  councils.  La  Reveillere,  it  is 
laid,  wavered  for  fome  time,  but  at 
length  w  as  gained  completely  over 
by  his  old  colleagues  Reubei  and 
Barras.  From  this  time  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  diredlory  appear  to  have 
a  died  without  the  concurrence  of 
their  colleagues ;  and  they  adopted 
meafures  that  were  full  of  energy 
and  bpldnefs,  though  aflu redly  con¬ 
trary  to  juft  ice  and  the  conftitu- 
tion.  Augereau,  a  bold  and  adtive 
officer,  had  been  fent  from  Italy  by 
Buonaparte,  under  the  pretext  of 
convening  a  melfage  and  fome 
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Bands  of  colours  to  the  diredlory^' 
Several  foldiers  from  the  army  of 
Italy,  and  that  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe,  had  aifo,  it  is  faid,  been  in¬ 
troduced  into  Paris  in  difguife.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  the  force  of  the  di¬ 
redlory,  we  have  good  authority  for 
faying,  was  but  fmall ;  but  it  was 
well  organifed,  and  the  execution 
of  their  meafures  was  confided  to 
Augereau.  The  oppofition  party 
were  not  without  their  preparations, 
but  their  meafures  were  tardy,  and 
purfued  with  lefs  energy  than  thofe 
of  their  opponents.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  they  were  furprifed  by 
the  foldiers  of  the  diredlory,  they 
were  fitting  in  council,  and  debat¬ 
ing  on  the  Reps  that  were  to  be 
taken  for  their  own  defence,  and 
to  crufli  their  adverfaries.  Thus  at 
all  events  the  conflitution  was  to 
be  violated,  but  the  moft  dangerous 
violation  is  when  it  proceeds  from 
the  executive  power. 

An  addrefs  from  the  Fauxbourg 
St.  Antoine,  which,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  French  revolution, 
has  been  remarkable  for  leading 
the  way  in  all  infurredlionary 
movements,  confirmed  the  direc¬ 
tory  in  the  bold  and  violent  mea- 
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fine  it  was  about  to  adopt.  On 
the  morning  of  the  4th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  therefore,  at  the  early  hour  of 
3  o’clock,  the  majority  of  the  di¬ 
redlory  (for  they  no  longer  adled  in 
concert)  ordered  the  alarm  guns  to 
be  fired,  and  the  halls  of  the  coun¬ 
cils  to  be  furrounded  by  a  military 
force.  General  Augereau  was 
charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
daring  meafure. — He  repaired  to 
their  barracks,  and  addreffed  the 
guard  of  the  legiflative  body  ;  he 
affured  them  that  he  came  only  to 
preferve  the  conftitution,  and  40 
lave  the  republic  from  a  conspira¬ 
cy  of  royal  ills.  He  was  anfwered 
by  the  foldiers  with  fhouts  of  Vive 
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la  rspublique  !  they  aflured  him,  that 
he  had  only  to  command,  and  they 
were  ready  to  obey ;  and  inftantly 
.degraded  their  former  commandant 
Ramel  from  his  office,  by  tearing 
off  his  epaulets.  Thus  re-infprced 
.  by  the  very  men  from  whom  refin¬ 
ance  was  expected,  Augereau  en¬ 
tered  the  hall;  where  he  found  Ro- 
vere,  Picfiegru,  Wiliot,  Bourdon  de 
Loife,  and  feveral  others  ;  he  feifed 
Pichegru  (as  we  have  been  inform¬ 
ed)  with  his  own  hands,  and  order¬ 
ed  about  eighteen  others  of  the  aloft 
confpicuous  charadfers  in  the  af- 
fembly  to  be  arrefted,  among  whom 
were  Bourdon  de  L’Oife,  general 
Willot,  Boiffy  d’Anglas,  and  Du- 
tnolard.  The  confpirators  (as  they 
were  called)  were  committei  to 
the  Temple  ;  the  halls  were  fhu:  up, 
and  the  members  of  both  couicils 
were  fummoned  to  meet,  the  ind¬ 
ents  at  the  School  of  Surgery,  and 
the  council  of  five  hundred  at  the 
Odeon,  formerly  the  theatre  ii  the 
..fauxbourg  St.  Germain. 

The  minority  of  the  diredory 
were  implicated  in  the  fate  of  heir 
friends  in  the  councils.  Cirnot 
took  advantage  of  the  tumult, and 
fled  ;  Barthelemi  calmly  awaits  the 
ftorm,  and  was  put  uuder  areft. 
The  diredorv  announced  theirvic- 
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lory  to  the  public  by  a  procima- 
tion,  in  which  they  exhorted  the 
citizens  to  peace  and  harnvny ; 
promifed  that  perfons  and  proer- 
ty  fhould  be  proteded ;  and  that 
every  ad  of  plunder  or  outage 
fliould  meet  with  exemplary  pu- 
nifhment. 

The  proclamation  was  preiced 
by  ajuftification  of  the  events.o  the 
day.  44  Royalty  (fay  they)  ha  juft 
threatened  the  con  ft;  union  y  a 
new  attack.  After  having,  fora  \hole 
year,  ftiaken  by  their  dark  maceu- 
yres  all  the  foundations  of  th  re¬ 
public,  they  thought  that  theyvere 
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{diffidently  powerful'  to  confum- 
mate  its  deftrudion.  They  thought 
themfelves  fufficiently  proteded  to 
venture  to  aim  its  firft  attacks  a- 
gainft  the  fupreme  depofttaries  of 
the  executive  authority.  Arms 
were  daily  diftributed  to  the  con¬ 
fpirators  ;  and  all  Paris  knows,  that 
one  of  the  diftributors  was  arrefted 
with  a  great  number  of  bonds,  up¬ 
on  which  he, had  already  delivered 
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a  great  number  of  firelocks.  Card* 
ftamped  le.gijlative  body,  and  mark¬ 
ed  with  an  R,  were  circulated,  in 
order  to  ferve  as  rallying  figns  to 
the  confpirators,  charged  with  the 
office  of  maflacring  the  diredory, 
and  the  deputies  faithful  to  the 
caufe  of  the  people.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  emigrants,  afiaffins  of  Lyons, 
and  brigands  of  la  Vendee,  aftrad- 
ed  hither  by  the  intrigues  of  royal- 
iim,  and  the  tender  intereft  public¬ 
ly  laviftied  upon  them,  without  fear 
attacked  the  pofts  which  furround- 
ed  the  executive  diredory  ;  but  the 
vigilance  of  the  government,  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  armed  force,  frus¬ 
trated  their  criminal  efforts.  The 
executive  diredorv  is  about  to  lay 
before  the  nation  the  authentic 
documents  which  it  has  colleded 
concerning  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
royalifts.  You  will  fhudder  with 
horror,  citizens,  at  the  plots  enter¬ 
ed  into  againft  the  fafety  of  every 
one  of  you,  againft  your  property, 
againft  your  deareft  rights,  againft 
your  moft  facred  pofieffions ;  and 
you  may  calculate  the  extent  of  the 
calamities  from  which  in  future  vou 
can  alone  be  preferved  by  the 
maintenance  of  the  confutation. 
So  many  triumphs  had  already- 
crowned  the  eftablifhment  of  this 
confutation ;  your  generals,  and 
your  intrepid  defenders,  had  fur- 
rounded  it  .with  their  immortal 
trophies.  At  the  fame  of  their  vie* 
lories,  agriculture  and  commerce 
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refumed  their  activity ;  public  cre¬ 
dit,  by  degrees,  recovered  ;  confi¬ 
dence  and  fecurity  began  to  fpring 
up  in  every  heart ;  and  this  is  the 
moment  which  has  been  chofen 
to  rekindle  your  animofities,  to 
propagate  fuperftition,  to  re-orga- 
nife  the  power  of  fanaticism,  to 
fow  doubts  and  alarms  in  every 
breafi:  by  opening  new  avenues  for 
the  return  of  the  emigrants,  to 
fiiake  the  guarantee  of  public  con- 
, tracts,  to  give  the  fignal  of  civil 
war,  and  to  retard,  by  the  hopes 
with  which  foreign  nations  were 
infpired,  the  fo  much  wifhed  con- 
ciufion  of  peace  with  our  exter¬ 
nal  foes,  honourable  and  folid, 
worthy  of  the  triumph  of  the 
French  people  and  of  their  gene- 
rofity.  No,  you  will  not  lofe  the 
fruits  of  your  long  facrifices ;  you 
will  rife  indignantly  againft  thofe 
bafe  emigrants,  the  authors  of  all  our 
calamities,  of  all  our  agitations,  of 
all  our  fufr'erings.  You  will  arm 
yourfelves  to  flop  their  defigns, 
and  to  defend  againd  their  attacks 
your  perfons,  your  property,  and 
your  rights.  But  beware  of  agita¬ 
tions.  Do  not  difgrace  the  mod 
glorious  of  caufes  by  the  exceffes 
of  an  anarchy  juftly  abhorred. 
Refpeft  property.  Let  not  an  ill- 
directed  patriotic  impulfe  throw 
you  into  a  fatal  confufion.  Obey 
no  voice  but  that  of  the  avowed 
chiefs  appointed  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Rely  upon  the  vigilance  of 
your  magiftrates,  and  upon  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  vour  leoidators,  who 
have  remained  faithful  to  the  caufe 
of  the  people.  Patriotifm  will  re- 
fume  all  its  energy,  the  conditution 
all  its  force,  the  nation  all  jts  glory, 
and  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  their 
fulled  extent,  liberty,  happinefs, 
and  tranquillity.” 

On  the  affembling  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  five  hundred,  a  mefiage  was 


difpatched  to  the  directory,  re* 
quiring  them  to  inform  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  reafons  for  fhutting  up 
the  hall  where  the  council  ufually 
a  tie  m  bled ;  a  committee  of  five  w‘a* 
appointed  to  confider  of  the  mea- 
fures  neceffary  for  the  public  fecu¬ 
rity  ;  and  the  council  declared  its 
fitting  permanent.  In  the  council 
of  ancients  a  fimiiar  proceeding 
was  adopted. 

The  following  is  the  mefiage  of 
the  directory  to  the  council  of  an¬ 
cients,  and  is  dated  on  the  day  iii 
which  the  event  took  place 
‘  Citizens  reprefentatives, 

‘The  executive  directory  haden* 
to  communicate  to  you  the  mea- 
funs  it  has  been  forced  to  take,  for 
the  fafety  of  the  country,  and  the 
mabtenance  of  the  conditution. 
With  this  view,  it  tranfmits  to  you 
all  the  papers  it  has  collected,  as 
we!  as  thofe  it  publi died  before 
you  were  adembled.  If  it  had 
withheld  itfelf  from  a<dion  one  day 
mote,  the  republic,  would  have  been 
delivered  up  to  its  enemies.  The 
hate  themfelves  in  which  you  meet 
wee  the  points  of  union  of  the 
cmfpirators ;  it  was  from  thence 
tha  they  yederday  emitted  their 
cabs  and  certificates  for  the  deli¬ 
ver  of  arms ;  it  was  from  thence 
thru  they  correfponded  with  their 
acGmplices  lad  night :  and,  final¬ 
ly,  it  is  there,  or  in  the  environs, 
tha- they  dill  endeavour  to  make  fie¬ 
ri  it  j>us  and  clandedine  ademblages, 
which  the  police  is  now  employed 
in  ifperfing.  It  would  have  been 
to  iommit  the  public  fecurity,  and 
tha  of  the  faithful  reprefentatives, 
to  jtave  allowed  them  to  be  con- 
foqded  with  the  other  enemies  of 
thctounfry.  You  fee,  citizens  re- 
prefentatives,  that  the  conduct:  of 
thejdireclory  was  marked  out  by 
thejinftant  necefiity  of  being  fie* 
forhand  with  thefe  confipirators, 
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whowere’deftroyingthegovernment, 
who  wifhed  to  deprive  the  French 
of  the  fruit  of  their  triumphs,  and 
to  make  this  magnanimous  nation 
bow  at  the  feet  of  the  kings  it  has 
fubdued.  In  affairs  of  (late,  ex¬ 
treme  meafures  can  be  eftimated 
by  circumftances  alone :  you  will 
form  a  judgment  of  thcfe  which 
have  determined  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory,  and  which  have  produced 
the  happieft  confequences.  The 
1 8th  Fru&idor  (September  4)  will 
be  a  celebrated  day  in  the  annals 
of  France  ;  it  is  the  more  memora¬ 
ble,  becaufe  it  enables  you  to  fix 
for  ever  the  deftmies  of  the  repub¬ 
lic.  Lay  hold  of  this  occafion,  ci¬ 
tizens  reprefentatives ;  convert  it 
into  a  great  epoch ;  re-animate  pa- 
triotifm  ;  revive  public  fpirit ;  and 
haften  to  clofe  up  the  abyfs  in 
which  the  friends  of  kings  had  flat¬ 
tered  themfelves  thev  would  burv 

*  j 

even  the  remembrance  of  our  li¬ 
berty. 

P..  -S.  The  executive  directory 
will  tranfm.it  to  you  without  delay 

tither  papers,  from  which  it  refu.lts 
hat  Insert  Colonies,  one  of  the 
inevv  third  of  the  council  of  five 
hundred,  was  the  principal  agent 
of  the  foi-dif ant  Louis  XVIII.  at 
Lyons. 

The  meflage  to  the  council  of 

C* 

live  hundred  was  evidently  intend¬ 
ed  as  a  preface  to  certain  motions 
which  were  to  be  made  in  the 
council,  and  to  certain  meafures  to 
be  adopted  againfl  the  confpira¬ 
tors. 

;  Citizens  reprefentatives, 
‘The  1 8th  Fru&idor  (Sept.  4)  is 
deftined  to  be  the  falvation  both 
of  the  republic  and  of  yourfelyes.. 
The  people  ,expe£t  this.  You  wit- 
nefied  yeflerday  their  tranquillity 
and  their  joy.  This  day  is  the 
19th  Fru6Hdor  (Sept.  £),  and  the 
people  alk  of  you  where  the  repub* 
*79  7- 
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lie  is,  and  what  you  have  done  for 
its  confolidation  ?  The  eye  of  the 
country,  citizens  reprefentatives, 
looks  towards  you.  The  moment 
is  decifive ;  if  you  allow'  it  to  pafs 
by,  if  you  hefitate  on  the  meafufes 
which  are  to  be  taken,  if  you  put 
off  your  decifion  for  a  moment,  all 
will  be  loft,  both  you  and  the  re¬ 
public,.  The  confpirators  have 
been  upon  the  watch.  Your  fi- 
lence  has  given  them  courage  and 
audacity;  they  are  intriguing  afrefh, 
and  are  mifteading  public  opinion 
by  infamous  libels.  The  journal-- 
ills  of  Blacken bourg  and  London 
continue  to  diffeminate  their  poi- 
fon.  The  confpirators  do  not  at¬ 
tempt  ,to  conceal  the  fatft,  that  their 
plot  extends  to  the  legiftative  body 
itfelf.  They  already  fpeak  of  pu- 
nifliing  the  republicans  for  the 
commencement  of  the  triumph 
they  think  they  have  obtained.  Is 
it  poffible  to  hefitate  ftill  as  to  the 
meafure  of  purging  the  foil  of  the 
very  few  known  and  avowed  chiefs 
of  tnefe  royalift  confpirators,  who 
wait  for  the  convenient  opportu¬ 
nity  to  deftroy  the  republic,  and  to 
devour  you  yourfelves  ?  You  are  at 
the  brink  of  the  volcano  ;  it  is  a- 
bout  to  fwallow'  you  up  ;  you  may 
clofe  it ;  and  can  you  hefitate  ? 
To-morrow  it  will  be  too  late. 
The  leafx  hefitation  is  the  death  of 
the  republic.  You  wjii  be  told  of 
principles,  formalities  will  be  re¬ 
ported  to,  excufes  will  be  invented: 
delays  w'.Ul  he  called  for,  time  will 
be  gained,  and  the  conftitution  will 
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be  affaflinated,  under  pretext  ot 
keeping  within  its  limits.  This 
commiferation,  implored  in  favour 
of  certain  men,  to  what  wiil  it  iead 
vou  !  to  fee  thefe  very  men  rake 
out  of  your  hands  the  thread  of 
their  criminal  confpiracies,  and 
colled;  in  your  bofom  the  horrible 
firebrands  of  civil  war,  to  fet  fire  to 
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the  coyntry:,  Wliat  a  mifcon- 
ceived  pity,  what  a  fatal  fentiment, 
what  limited  views  would,  in  that 
cafe,  draw  the  attention  of  the 
councils  towards  a  few  men,  be¬ 
tween  whofe  fate  and  that  of  the 
republic  they  would  hefitaie  !  The 
executive  directory  has  applied  it- 
felf  to  point  out  to  you  the  means 
of  faving  France,  but  it  has  to  ex 
ped  that  you  will  avail  yourfelves 
Of  them.  The  diredory  has  felt  a 
perfuafion  that  you  aie  fincerely 
attached  to  liberty  and  the  repub¬ 
lic,  and  that  the  confequences  of 
this  firit  liberty  ought  net  to  terrify 
you.  It  lays  them  before  you,  and 
is  obliged  to  teil  you  that  you  are 
N  placed  in  an  unprecedented  predi¬ 
cament,  and  that  ordinary  rules 
cannot  apply  to  an  extraordinary 
cafe,  unlefs  you  are  defirous  to  fur- 
render  yourfelves  to  your  enemies. 
If  the  friends  of  kings  find  friends 
among  you;  if  fiaves  can  meet  with 
protedors  in  you  ;  if  you  wait 
an  inflant,  the  fafety  of  France 
mu  ft  be  defpaired  of;  the  conftitu- 
tion  will  ceafe  to  be  in  force  ;  and 
fhe  patriots  may  be  told,  that  the. 
hour  of  royalty  is  Droclaimed 
throughout  the  republic.  But  if, 
as  the  executive  diredory  is  fully 
perfuaded,  this  terribie  idea  afiiids 
and  ftrikes  you,  appreciate  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  moment  and  embrace  it ; 
be  the  deliverers  of  your  country, 
and  lav  the  eternal  foundations  of 
its  happinefs  and  glory. 

L.  M.  Revelliere-  , 

Lepatix,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary. 

On  the  fitting  of  the  5th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  meifage  of  the  diredory 
was  no  fooner  read  in  the  council 
of  five  hundred,  than  Boullay  de 
|a  Meurth  (as  the  reporter  of  the 
committee  of  public  fafety  appoint¬ 
ed  on  the  preceding  day)  afeended 
ffie  tribune.  He  began  by  contraft- 
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ing  the  fituation  in  whiph  the  re¬ 
public  flood,  previous  to  the' elec¬ 
tion  of  the  new  third, 'with  that  in 
which  it  was  placed  by  the  machi¬ 
nations  of  the  royalift  confpirators. 
He  next  entered  into  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  meafures  purfued  by 
the  oppofition  party  in  the  coun¬ 
cil  ;  all  of  which  he  endeavoured 
to  prove  could  have  no  other  ob¬ 
ject  than  the  reftoration  of  royal¬ 
ty.— Without  a  doubt,'  he  continu¬ 
ed,  an  ordinary  tribunal  would  de¬ 
clare  the  eonfpiracy  real,  and  pu~ 
nifh  the  authors.  But  let  us  declare 
to, France,  that  not  a  drop  of  blood 
fiiall  be  filed — that  the  fcaftolds  of 
terror  fiiall  not  be  ereded  anew 
( Bravo ,  Bravo  !  re-echoed  fro7n  dll 
quarters).  Boullay  concluded  by 
prefenting  the  following'  plan  of  a 
refolution  : — 

The. council  of  five  hundred,  con- 
fidering  that  the  enemies  of  the 
republic  have  conftantly  follow¬ 
ed  up  the  plan  traced  out  to  them 
in  the  inftrudions  found  upon 
Brotier,  Bertherot,  Laville-Heur- 
noin  and  Duverne  de  Perle,  fe- 
conded  by  a  crowd  of  rovalift 
eminaries  fcattered  through  every 
part  of  France — Confidering  that 
it  was  fpecially  recommended  to 
thefe  agents  to  dired  the  opera¬ 
tions  and  choices  of  the  laft  af- 
fern  biles,  primary,  communal, 
and  eledoral,  and  to  fix  all  the 
eledions  on  the  partizans  of  roy¬ 
alty  - — That,  with  the  exception 
of  a  fmall  number  of  depart¬ 
ments,  where  the  energy  of  the 
republicans  deftroyed  their  ef¬ 
forts,  the  eledions  had  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  public  fundions, 
and  even  into  the  legiflative  bo¬ 
dy,  notorious  emigrants,  chiefs 
of  rebels,  and  royaiifts — Confi¬ 
dering  that  the  conftitution  be¬ 
ing  attacked  by  a  part  of  thofe 
whom  it  had  particularly  ap¬ 
pointed 
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pointed  for  its  defence,  and 
againft  whom  it  had  taken,  no 
precaution,  it  would  be  impoffi- 
ble  to  maintain  it  without  re¬ 
curring  to  extraordinary  mea- 
fures — Confidenng,  in  a  word, 
that  in  order  to  extinguish  the 
exiting  confpiracy,  to  prevent  a 
civil  war,  and  the  general  effu- 
fion  of  blood,  which  would  have  * 
been  the  inevitable  confequence 
of  it,  nothing  can  be  more  ur¬ 
gent  than  to  repair  the  wounds 
inhicled  oh  the  conftitution  hnce 
the  id  Prairiai  lad,  and  to  take 
the  neceifary  meafures  to  prevent 
the  liberty,  the  repofe,  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  people,  from  being 
in  future  expofed  to  danger  — r 
Tlie  council,  after  declaring  ur¬ 
gency,  adopts  the  following  refo- 
lutions  : 

I.  The  operations  of  the  pri¬ 
mary,  communal,  and  eledforal  af- 
femblies  in  the  departments  of  Ain, 
1’Ardoche,  PArriege,  i’Aube,  PA- 
veynon,  Bouches.du  Rhone,  Cal¬ 
vados,  Charante,  Cher,  Cote  d’Or, 
Cotes  du  Nerd,  Dordogne,  PEure, 
PEure  and  Loire,  Gironde,  He- 
raulte,  Illic  and  Villane,  Indre  and" 

|  Loire,  Loire,  Haute  Loire,  Loire 
Interieure,  Loiret,  Manche,  Marne, 
Mayenne,  Mont-Bianc,  Morhihan, 
Mozelle,  les  Deux-Nethes,  Nord, 
Oife,  Orne,  Pas  de  Calais,  Puv-de- 
dome,  Lower  Rhine,  Upper  Shine, 
Rhone,  Haute  Saone,  Saone  and 
Loire,  Sarthe,  Seine,  Lower  Seine, 
Seine  and  Marne,  Seine<  and  .Oife, 
Somme,  Tarn,  Var,  Vauclufe, 
Yonne,  are  declared  null  and  illegal. 

II.  Thofe  of  the  electoral  affen> 
bfy  of  the  department  of  Gers  are 
delared  legal  and  valid. 

In  confequence,  citizen  Dufuan 
is  admitted  in  go  the  council  of  ei¬ 
ders  ;  and  citizens  Carriere,  Lacar- 
riere,  and  Sauran,  into  the  council 
©f  five  hundred. 


The  admiriifirators,  judges,  grand 
jury,  &c.  appointed  by  this  aflem- 
bly,  fir  all  enter  upon  the  exercife  of 
their  refpedlive  functions. 

HI.  The  eledtions  for  the  de¬ 
partment  of  Lot  are  in  the  fame 
manner  judged  valid,  contrary  to  a 
former  dedfion,  and  the  citizens 
chofen  ;  Lachiere,  for  the  elders* 
and  Poncet  and  Debrel,  for  the  five 
hundred,  fhall  take  their  feats. 

IV.  The  individuals  appointed 
to  public  functions  by  the  primary, 
communal,  or  eleftoraf  a  Re  mblies? 
without  exception  of  thofe  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  legislative  body,  by  the  de¬ 
partments  above  mentioned,  fhall, 
on  the  publication  of  this  law,  ceafe 
to  exercife  all  their  functions,  un¬ 
der  the  penalties  contained  in  the 
6th  article  of  the  5th  title  of  the 
penal  code. 

V.  The  executive  directory  is 
required  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in 
the  tribunals  in  virtue  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  articles,  as  well  as  thofe 
which  fhall  become  vacant  by  re- 
fignation  or  otherwife,  before  the 
eledtion  in  the  month  of  Germinal, 
6th  year. 

VI.  The  nominations  made  by 
the  diredlory,  in  virtue  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  article,  fhall,' in  every  re- 
fpedl,  have  the  fame  eifieef,  and  the 
fame  duration,  as  if  they  had  been 
made  by  the  primary  and  electoral 
affemblies. 

VII.  The  law  of  the  ift  Prairiai 
lafiq  which,  in  contravention  of  the 
78th  article  of  the  conftitutional  adt, 
admits  into  the  legiflative  body,  the 
citizens  Job  Avme,  Merfan>  Ter- 
rand  Vaillant,  Garr,  and  Poll  (Tart, 
is  repealed. 

VIII.  The  firft  article  of  the 
law  of  8th  Msfiidor  laid,  bearing  in 
contempt  of  the  fame -article  of  the 
conilitutioiial  adf,  the  fecal  of  the 
iff,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  law  of  3d  Brumaire, 
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4th  year,  felative  to  the  relations  of 
emigrants,  is  likewife  repealed. 

IX.  The  1  ft,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th, 
and  6th  articles  of  the  faid  law  of 
the  3d  Brumaire,  4th  year,  are'  re- 
effablifhed,  and  fhali  remain  in  vi¬ 
gour  till  four  years  fubfequent  to 
the  proclamation  of  a  general 
peace. 

X.  No  perfon,  the  relation  or 
connection  of  an  emigrant,  within 
the  degrees  prefcribed  by  the  fe- 
cond  article  of  the  faid  law,  fhali 
be  admitted  for  the  fame  fpace  to 
vote  in  the  primary  affemblies,  and 
cannot  be  appointed  eleCtor  if  he  is 
not  comprehended  in  one  of  the  ex¬ 
ceptions  fpecified  by  the  4th  article 
of  the  fame  law. 

XI.  No  man  can  be  admitted  to 
vote  in  the  primary  and  electoral 
affemblies,  till  he  has  previoufly 
taken,  in  prefence  of  the  affembly 
of  which  he  is  member,  and  depo- 
lited  in  the  hands  of  the  president, 
the  individual  oath  of  hatred  to 
royalty  and  to  anarchy,  of  fidelity 
and  attachment  to  the  republic  and 
conftitiltion  of  the  3d  year. 

XII. ‘  The  2d  article  of  the  law 
of  the  gth  Meflidor  lafl  is  repealed, 
in  fo  far  as  it  concerns  the  chiefs 
of  the  rebels  of  La  Vendee,  and  the 
Chouans,  to  whom  df  confequence 
no  provifioh  of  the  article  of  the 
prefent  law  remains  common. 
Thofe  are  deemed  chiefs  of  the 
rebels  of  La  Vendee,  and  of  the 
Chouans,  who  are  pointed  out  as 
fuch  by  the  law  of  the  5th  Julv, 
1792. 

XIII.  The  individuals  after 
named,  viz.  Aubry,  Job  Ay  me, 
Bayard,  Blain,  of  the  mouths  of  the 
Rhone ;  Boiffy  d’Auglas.  Borne, 
Bourdon  of  Oife,  Cadroi,  Concher- 
ry,  Delahave  of  the  Lower  Seine, 
JDelarue,  Don  mere,  Dumolard,  De- 
plantler,  Duprat,  Gilbert  Defmo- 


lieres,  Henry  Lariviere,  Imbert 
Colomes,  Camille  Jordan,  Jourdan 
of  the  mouths  of  the  Rhone,  Gan 
Lacarriere,  Le  Marchand  Gomme- 
court,  Lemerer,  Merzan,  Madier, 
Millard,  Noailles,  Andre  of  La  Lo- 
zere,  Mac  Curtain,  Pavie,  Paftoret, 
Pichegru,  Poliffart,  Praire,  Mont- 
aud,  Qjuatremere  of  Quincy,  Sala, 
din,  Simeon,  Vauvilliers,  Vienot, 
Vaublanc,  Villaret  Joyeufe,  Willot* 
all  members  of  the  council  of  five 
hundred  ;  Barbe  Varbois,  Domans, 
Dumas,  Ferrant  Vaillant,  Laffont, 
Ladebut,  Lamaut,  Muraire,  Muri- 
nais,  Paralis,  Portalis,  Rovere, 
T  rongon  Ducoudray,  all  members 
of  the  council  of  eiders ;  Carnot, 
Barthelemi,  directors ;  Brotier,  ex- 
abbe ;  Laville-heurnois,  ex-magt- 
flrate ;  Duveme-de-Prefte,  called 
Dunan ;  Cochon,  ex-miniffer  of 
police^  Doffonville,  ex-clerk  in  the 
police ;  Miranda,  Morgan,  ex-ge- 
nerals  ;  Suard,  journals  ;  Mailhe, 
ex-conventional:  Ramel,  command¬ 
ant  of  the  guard  of  the  legifiative 
body,  fhali,  without  delay,  be  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  place  which  the  di¬ 
rectory  fhali  determine.  Their  pro¬ 
perty  fhali  be  fequeftrated  after  the 
publication  of  the  prefent  law  ;  and 
they  fhali  not  be  allowed  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  it  till  after  an  authentic 
return  of  their  arrival  at  the  place 
of  their  tranfportation. 

XIV.  The  executive  directory  is 
authorifed  to  procure  for  them  pro- 
vifionally  out  of  their  effe&s  the 
means  of  fupplying  their  molt  ur¬ 
gent  wants. 

XV.  All  the  individuals  inferibed 
upon  the  lift  of  emigrants,  arid  not 
definitively  erafed,  fhali  be  obliged 
to  quit  the  territory  of  the  republic, 
that  is  to  fay,  from  Paris,  and  every 
other  commune,  of  which  the  po¬ 
pulation  is  twenty  thoufand  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  upwards,  in  2 4  hours 
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sifter  the  publication  of  the  prefent 
law,  and  in  fifteen  days  from  every 
other  part  of  the  republic. 

XVI.  After  the  delay  allowed  by 
the  preceding  article,  every  indi¬ 
vidual  infcribed  upon  the  lift  of 
emigrants,  and  not  definitively 
erafed,  who  ftiall  be  arrefted  within 
the  republic,  (hail  be  profecuted  be¬ 
fore  a  military  committee,  in  order 
to  be  tried  within  twenty-four 
hours,  according  to  the  2d  article 
of  the  4th  title  of  the  law  2d  Bru- 
maire,  3d  year,  relative  to  the  emi¬ 
grants. 

The  different  provifions  from  the 
17th  to  the  34th  are  folely  relative 
to  the  mode  of  trying  and  punifh- 
ing  the  emigrants  and  priefts. 

XXXIV.  The  decrees  of  the  ift 
•of  Auguft,  and  17th  of  September, 
1793,  and  2  i  ft  Prairial,  third  year, 
which  authorife  the  banifhment  of 
the  Bourbons,  including  the  widow 
of  Orleans,  and  the  confifcation  of 
their  effects,  ftiall  be  executed,  and 
all  contrary  provifions  ftiall  be  of 
no  avail.  The  directory  {hall  be 
authorifed  to  determine  the  place 
of  their  tranfportation,  and  allow 
them,  out  of  their  eftates,  the  ne- 
ceftary  means  of  fabfiftence. 

XXXV.  The  journals,  and  other 
public  papers,  and  the  preiTes  in 
which  they  are  printed,  are  to  be 
placed  for  a  3/ear  under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  the  police,  which  may  pro¬ 
hibit  them  in  terms  of  the  335th 
article  of  the  convention  act. 

XXXVI.  The  law  of  7th  Ther- 
nudor  laft,  relative  to  private  fo- 
tieties  difcufting  political  fubjedls, 
is  repealed. 

XXXVII.  Every  private  fociety 
difcufting  political  queftions,  in 
which  principles  hoftile  to  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  third  year,  accepted 
by  the  French  people,  are  profeffed, 
ftiall  be  (hut  up,  and  thofe  of  its 
inernbefs  who  ftiall  have  profeffed 


fuch  principles,  fhall  be  profecuted 
agreeably  to  the  law  of  the  27th 
Germinal,  fourth  year. 

XXXVIII.  The  laws  of  the  25th 
Thermidor  laft,  and  5th  Fruciidor, 
prefent  month,  relative  to  the  efta- 
bliftiment  and  organization  of  the 
national  guard,  are  repealed. 

XXXIX.  The  power  of  putting 
a  commune  in  a  ftate  of  liege  is  re- 
ftored  to  the  directory 

XL.  The  prefent  refolution  ftiall 
be  printed,  and  fent  to  the  council 
of  elders. 

The  lift  of  the  members  ordered 
to  be  tranfported  being  afterwards 
read,  Savary,  Boullay,  and  Taliien, 
fpoke  highly  in  favour  of  Nor- 
mand,  and  propofed  his  erafure 
from  the  lift,  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done. 

Boullay  made  a  ftmilar  propofi- 
tion  in  favour  of  Thibaudeau.  He 
bore  witnefs  to  his  attachment  to 
liberty,  and  contended  that  in  the 
report  he  lately  made,  he  fpoke  the 
fentiments  of  the  committee,  and 
not  his  own. 

Lehardy  moved  that  the  council 
ftiould  not  decide  en  majje  upon  the 
fate  of  its  members,  but  individual¬ 
ly,  after  hearing  every  member  who 
might  chufe  to  fpeak  for  or  again  ft 
their  erafure — which  was  adopted. 

Dumont,  of  Calvados,  and  feve¬ 
rs!  other  members,  fpoke  in  favour 
of  Doulcet,  whofe  name,  as  well  as 
that  of  Thibaudeau,  was  ordered  to 
be  erafed;  Baiily  de  Torcey,  Tar  be, 
and  Noguier- Malguay,  were  alio 
erafed.  Motions  in  favour  of  Du- 
plat  and  Simeon  were  rejected,  and 
the  name  of  Ramel,  late  command¬ 
ant  of  the  guard  of  the  iegiftative 
body,  was  added  to  the  lift. 

The  council  of  ancients  con¬ 
curred  unanimoufty  in  the  rejEpiu-  ‘ 
tions  and  proceedings  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  five  hundred.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  on  the  motion  of  ge¬ 
neral 


294 


BRITISH  A  &  t> 


neral  Jourdan  (who  at  this  time  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  reconciled  with 
the  directory),  the  council  of  five 
hundred  proceeded  to  the  nomina¬ 
tion  cf  proper  per  fan's  to  fucceed 
the  direcftors  Carnot  and  Barthe- 
lemi.  Francois  de  Neufchateau, 
Merlin,  Garat,  the  generals  Maf- 
fena,  Auoereau,  and  Ernouf,  Le 
Charlier,  Charles  de  la  Croix, 
Monge,  and  Gohier,  wrere  return¬ 
ed  ;  out  of  thefe  the  council  of  an¬ 
cients  made  choice  of  Frangois  de 
Keufchateau  as  the  fucceiffor  of 
Carnot;  and  a  (imilar  lift  being 
afterwards  prefented  with  only  the 
infertion  of  the  name  of  Taleyrand, 
inftead  of  Frangois  de  Neufchateau, 
Merlin,  the  minifter  of  juftice,  was 
chofen  as  the  fucceffor  of  Barthe- 
lemi. 

Such  is  the  outline  of.  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  trail  faff  ion,  on  which 
we  fliall  referve  our  reflections  till 
the  publication  of  our  next  volume. 
By  one  party  it  is  extolled  as  the 
only  means  of  faving  the  republic 
< — u  as  a  great  ftroke  applied  in  a 
great  crifis,  that  cruflied  in  an  in¬ 
fant,  and  without  the  lofs  of  a  life, 
all  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  and 
reftored  tranquillity  to  the  inte¬ 
rior” — while,  by  the  bppofite  party, 
it  is  regarded  as  a  violation  of  every 
principle  of  juftice,  as  a  fa  edifice  to 
a  bafe  and  tyrannical  faction,  and 
as  the  overthrow  of  the  French 
Conftitution. 

Some  documents  were  afterwards 
prefented  by  the  directory  to  prove 
the  reality  of  the  royalift  confpi- 
raev  ;  and  that  general  Pichegru  in 
particular  was  engaged  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  Louis  XVIII.  Thefe  pa¬ 
pers,  though  authenticated  by  the 
names  of  Buonaparte  and  Moreau, 
were,  we  confefs,  not  fatisfa<ftory 
to  us ;  but  whatever  might  be  the 
guilt  of  this  general,  or  of  an y 

*  The  director  who  went  out 


other  who  was  implicated  in  the 
affair,  as  Engliflimen  or  friends  of 
liberty,  we  never  can  approve  the 
infliction  of  any  punrjkrnent ,  in  any 
cafe  whatever,  without  a  fair  and 
open  trial.  Whatever  may  be  the 
prejudices  of  fpeculative  men  in 
favour  of  anv  form  of  government, 
we  will  venture  to  affert,  from  the 
hiftory  of  our  own  country,  and 
from  obfervation,  that  the  Trial 
by  Jury  is  a  practical  improve¬ 
ment  in  government  and  jurifphi- 
dence  which  is  worth  all  that  fpe- 
culative  writers  have  evef  pro¬ 
duced,  or  modern  reformers  ever 
attempted  in  the  faience  of  politics. 
And  we  much  doubt,  whether  to 
give  up  in  a  Angle  inftance  fo  in¬ 
valuable  a  privilege,  to  eftablifli  lb 
bad  a  precedent,  was  not  a  more 
ferious  evil  than  any  of  thofa,  with 
Which,  even  taking  for  granted  the 
ftatement  of  the  dire<ftory  them- 
felves,  the  republic  was  threatened. 

The  event  of  the  4th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  probably  contributed  to  the 
abrupt  termination  of  a  negotiation 
which  was  at  this  time  carrying  on 
at  Lille  with  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  happy  and  deftrable 
purpofe  of  reftoring  peace  between 
the  two  nations.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  month  of  June  a  propofal  hav¬ 
ing  been  made  on  the  part  of  lord 
Grenville  to  the  French  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs,  for  commencing, 
a  frefh  negotiation,  a  paffport  was 
granted  for  a  minifter  furnifhed 
with  full  powers  to  negotiate  a  de- 
fhr, live  and  feparate  treaty  of  peace, 
and  Lille  was  appointed  as  the  faene 
of  the  negotiation.  In  the  begins 
ning  of  July,  lord  Malmelbury,  the 
BritHh  plenipotentiary,  arrived  at 
Lille ;  and,  after  exchanging  his 
powers  with  the  French  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries,  Letourneur  *,  Bleville, 
Pella y,  and  Maret,  had  his  firft  con” 
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ference  of  bufinefs  on  the  Sth  of 
the  fame  month  :  in  this  conference 
lord  Malmeibury  delivered  in  his 
project  as  the  bafis  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion— the  leading  articles  of  which 
were;  that  the  principle  of  the  -date 
of  poffefiion  before  the  war  fhould 
be  reciprocally  adopted  as  the  ba¬ 
fis  ;  and  all  conquells  reftored,  un- 
lefs  fuch  as  fliould  be  excepted  by 
the  prefect  treaty  ;  and  that  all  the 
conquefts  from  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  by  the  Britifh  fhonld  be  relin- 
quifhedp  and  only  Trinidad  retain¬ 
ed,  as  conquered  from  Spain ;  and 
Ceylon,  and  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope,  from  Holland  ;  a  reparation 
of  the  effects  of  the  ftadthokler  was 
alfo  claimed,  or  an  equivalent  with 
a  compenfation  tor  the  lofs  of  his 
hereditary  dignities. 

As  the  project  of  lord  Malmeibury 
contained  fonie  particulars  con¬ 
cerning  which  the  French  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  faid  their  inftrucfions  did 
not  fully  enable  them  to  conclude, 
they  fent  them,  with  their  observa¬ 
tions,  to  the  directory;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  propoled  to  his  Fordfliip 
(on  the  9th)  to  enter  into  fome  ex¬ 
planation  concerning  certain  other 
points,  the  difcuffion  of  which 
might  facilitate  and  haften  the  im- 
portant  bufinefs.  On  his  lord  drip 
affenting  to  this  propofal,  the 
French  negotiators  objected  in  the 
ftrft  place' to  the  title  of  king  of 
France,  as  ufed  bv  his  Britannic 
majefty,  the  abolition  of  which, 
they  aiferted,  was  effential  to  the 
full  acknowledgment  of  the  repub¬ 
lic.  The  fecond  fubjetft  on  which 
they  demanded  fatisfaclion  was,  as 
his  lordfhip  juftly  remarks,  of 
much  greater  importance ;  it  was 
to  afk,  either  a  reftitution  of  the 
Blips  taken  at  Toulon,  or  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  all  which  were  either 
taken  or,;  deftroved  in  that  port. 
They  gt/unded  their  claim  on  the 
preliminary  declarations  of  lord 


Hood  on  his  taking  poffefiion  of 
Toulon,  and  on  the  Sth  article  of 
the  declaration  of  the  fecftions  to 
him.  They  faid  that  his  Britannic 
majefty,  in  acknowledging  the 
French  republic,  admitted  that  the 
fovereignty  exifted  in  that  govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  coarfe  the  .(hip-s  held 
only  as  a  depolit  by  England,  till 
this  legal  authority  fhould  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  ought  to  be  reftored. 
The  third  queftion  was,  as  to  any 
mortgage  w'hich  Great  Britain  might 

OO  O 

have  on  the  low  countries,  in  con- 
fequence  of  money  advanced  to  the 
emperor  ;  and  they  afked  pointedly 
whether  anv  fuch  exifted.  On  this 
laft  point  the  Britifh  negotiator, 
without  replying  to  the  queftion, 
informed  them  that,  fuppofing  the 
cafe  to  exift,  the  exceptions  they  re- 
auirsd  fhould  have  been  ftated  in 

1 

their  treaty  with  the  emperor.  If 
they  had  taken  the  low  countries 
with  all  their  incumbrances,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  what  thefe 
words  meant,  and  that  no  excep¬ 
tion  was  implied.  As  to  the  other 
queftions,  he  laid  they  went  fo  far 
beyond  his  inftrudtioris,  that  he 
muft  make  application  to  his  court 
before  he  could  proceed  any  fur-  , 
ther  in  the  negotiation. 

In  this  ftate  the  negotiation  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  1 6th  of  July,  when 
lord  Malmeibury  received  a  note 
from  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
informing  him  that  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  unable  to  detach  itfelf 
from  its  treaties  with  its  allies,  re¬ 
quired  as  a  preliminary  of  negoti¬ 
ation,  the  reftitution  of  all  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty’s  conquefts.  To  this 
note  lord  Malmeibury  replied,  in  a 
conference,  after  having  received 
frefh  inftrudfions  from  his  court  — 
“That  he  was  fure  peace  on  fuch 
terms  would  not  be  heard  ofT  — 

H  is  lordfhip  added  every  argument 
in  his  power  ty  convince  them  of 
the  pnveafonablenefs  of  the  de¬ 
mand  ; 
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ma'nd ;  but  received  for  anfwer,  that 
the  inftrucftions  from  the  directory 
on  that  point  were  precife  and  po- 
fitive ;  and  therefore,  before  they 
proceeded,  they  muft  wait  for  fur¬ 
ther  orders  from  the  French  go¬ 
vernment. 

A  confiderable  delay  now  en- 
fued  ;  but  on  the  12th  of  Align  ft 
one  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
informed  lord  Malmefbury,  in  con¬ 
fidence,  that  the  delay  was  occafi- 
oned  by  the  neceffity  of  the  French 
government  confulting  with  its  al¬ 
lies-  and  on  the  14th  he  was  given 
to  underftand  that  in  four  or  five 
days  the  French  minifters  would 
receive  their  final  inftrudtions.  On 
the  28th  of  Auguft,  however,  a 
frefti  caufe  of  delay  occurred  in  the 
negotiation;  and  the  French  mini- 
fters  then  informed  lord  Malmef¬ 
bury,  that  the  anfwer  from  Holland 
was  fo  unfatisfa£tory,  that  the  di¬ 
rectory  had  remitted  it  to  the  Dutch 
minifters  at  Paris,  who  could  not 
take  it  upon  thcmfelves  to  alter  it 
in  the  way  the  directory  propofed, 
but  had  been  obliged  to  refer  back 
to  their  own  government  for  new 
orders. 

While  the  negotiation  continued 
in  this  ftate  the  important  revolu¬ 
tion  of  the  4th  of  September  in¬ 
tervened.  The  old  plenipotentiaries 
were  recalled  from  Lifie,  and  Treil- 
hard  and  Bonnier  appointed  in  their 
Head.  The  firft  conference  of  bu- 
finefs  was  held  with  the  new  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  on  the  14th  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  The  French  minifters 
commenced  with  making  the 
ilrongeft  profeflions  of  the  fincere 
defire  entertained  by  the  direClory 
for  the  return  of  peace;  but  the 
firft  and  mod  material  point,  they 
obferved,  to  be  afcertained  in  every 
negotiation,  was  the  extent  of  the 
/powers  with  which  the  negotiators 
were  veiled;  theirs,  they  faid,  would 


be  found  to  be  very  ample  ;  and  it 
was  neceftary  to  the  fuccefs  of  their 
difcuffions  that  thofe  of  the  Britifli 
minifters  ihould  be  iqually  fo. 
They  then  proceeded  to  inquire 
whether  lord  Malmefbury  was  au- 
thorifed  to  treat  on  a  general  prin- 
ciple  of  reftitution  or  not.  To  this 
queftion  the  Britifli  minifter  ftrong- 
ly  objeCled  ;  and  obferved  that 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  in- 
quiry,  ;he  could  not  allow  himfelf  to 
give  full  credit  to  the  pacific  ppo- 
feffions  of  the  directory,  or  agree  to 
.  what  the  French  minifter  had  afi- 
ferted,  that  it  was  calculated  at  all 
to  facilitate  the  negotiation.  The 
French  plenipotentiaries,  on  the 
other  hand,  perfifted  in  their  after- 
tion,  that  a  direCt  anfwer  to  their 
queftion  was  calculated  entirely  to 
promote  the  fuccefs  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  that  it  would  give  it  a£livity% 
and  prevent  it  from  Jlagnating . 
They  obferved,  that  it  might  not 
be  neceftary  for  him  to  go  to  the 
full  extent  of  his  powers  ;  but  ftili 
it  was  neceftary  he  fhould  be  in¬ 
verted  with  them,  in  order  to  bring 
the  fubjedh  immediately  under  dif- 
cuffion —  Speed,  faid  they,  is  our 
wifh,  and  fpeed  with  peace  for  its 
objetft. 

After  a  long  difcufiion  which  it 
would  be  fruitlefs  to  detail,  lord 
Malmefbury  retired.  On  the  15th 
he  received  a  note  peremptorily 
afking  whether  his  powers  were 
fufficient  to  rejftpre  every  poffeffion 
taken  from  France  or  her  allies; 
and,  cn  his  anfwcring  in  the  nega¬ 
tive,  he  received  on  the  following 
day  another  note  requiring  him  to 
return  in  24  hours,  to  obtain  the 
neceftary  qualifications  from  his 
own  court  :  and  thus  ended  this 
unfortunate  negotiation. 

As  the  fubjedt  was  canvafted  at 
feme  length  in  the  Britifli  parlia¬ 
ment,  we  forbear  to  anticipate  the 

argu* 


foreign 

arguments  employed  on  both  fides 
on  this  interefting  fubjeft,  which 
will  be  impartially  detailed  in  our 
fucceeding  volume.  A  negotiation 
equally  fruitlefs  was  entered  into 
by  the  French  government  with 
the  court  of  Portugal,  and  a  treaty 
was  a&ually  concluded  at  Paris,  on 
the  ioth  of  Auguft,  with  the  Por* 
tuguefe  minifter,  the  chevalier 
d’Aranjo.  Why  the  treaty  was  not 
carried  into  execution  has  never 
been  fatisfa&orily  explained :  and 
we  have  only  to  remark  that  its 
rupture  was  generally  attributed  to 
the  court  of  Lilbon,  and  was  foon 
after  followed  byanalmoft  unprece¬ 
dented  meafure — the  commitment 
of  the  chevalier  d’Aranjo  as  a  clofe 
prifoner  to  the  Temple. 

In  reflecting  on  the  prefent  po¬ 
litics  of  Europe,  there  is  little  con- 
folatory  to  the  friend  ©f  liberty  and 
of  mankind.  The  French  govern¬ 
ment  has  departed  from  the  grand 
principle  on  which  they  profefled 
to  enter  into  war,  to  indulge  in  vi- 
fionary  fchemes  of  aggrandifement, 
and  to  acquire  conquefts,  which,  in 
the  end,  will  be  deftrudfive  to  them- 
felves.  They  forget  that  the  nation 
only  which  is  happy  and  at  peace 
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is  truly  great.  They  negleft  the 
means  of  internal  greatnefs,  peace, 
and  induftry,  to  purfue  a  falfe  glory 
which  dazzles  only  to  miflead  and 
deftroy. 

With  refpeCt  to  ourfelves,  we 
are  ftiil  convinced  that  the  return 
of  peace  ought  to  be  the  principal, 
the  foie  objeCt  with  the  Britilh  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  that  no  colonial  ac« 
quifitions  can  be  an  adequate  com- 
penfation  for  even  a  Angle  year  of 
war.  We  are  not  of  that  clafs  of 
politicians  who  are  difpofed  to  de- 
fpair  of  our  country.  But  our 
finances  are  deranged,  and  a  feafon 
of  tranquillity  is  neceflary  to  reftore 
them.  Our  commerce  may  not  in 
appearance  be  diminifhed ;  yet,  if 
the  expenfes  with  which  it  is  at 
prefent  burthened  be  taken  into 
confideration,  it  can  yet  fcarcely  be 
faid  to  be  in  a  flourilhing  fiate. 
Our  military  arrangements  may 
poflibly  be  neceflary  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  nation  ;  but  we  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  are  calculated  ul¬ 
timately  to  enervate  and  diminifh 
its  induftry,  which  is  the  foie  ad¬ 
vantage  Britain  poflefles  over  other 
European  nations,  its  guardian,  its 
fupport. 
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PRINCIPAL  OCCURRENCES 


In  the  Year  1797. 


JANUARY. 

•2.  fTIHE  Lilbon  mail,  which  ar- 
X  rived  on  Saturday  evening, 
brings  us  the  melancholy  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  lofs  of  his  rqajeilv’s 
iliips,  the  Bombay  Caftle,  of  74 
guns,  commanded  by  capt.  Sothe- 
by,  and  the  Courageux,  of  74  guns, 
commanded  by  capt.  HalloweB. 
The  fleet  of  admiral  fir  John  Jer- 
j  vis  encountered  a  fevere  fiorm  in 
coming  through  the  Straits  of 
1  Gibraltar.  The  Courageux  was 
feen  to  go  down. — Capt.  Hallo  well, 
the  mafter,  and  about  ipo  of  the 
crew  were  happily  fa.ved;  but  we 
lament  to  fay  that  betvyeen  4  and 
500  gallant  men  loft  their  lives. 

The  Bombay  Caftle  was  loft  clofe 
to  the  Tagus,  and  the  captain  and 
all  the  crew  fortunately  faved. 

The  following  are  the  official  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  attempt  of  the  French 
upon  Ireland : 

Whitehall ,  January  3.  By  di- 
[patches  received  on  Sunday  even- 
ng  frpm  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  by  Ins  grace  the  duke  of 
Portland,  his  majefty’s  principal  fe- 
:retary  of  ftate  for  the  home  der 
)artment,  it  appears  that  a  part  of 
he  French  fleet,  confifting  of  eight 
jiwo-deckers,  and  nine  other  vefiels 
Ilf  different  claffes,  had  anchored  in 
JKantry  Bay,  on  the  24th  ultimo, 
Mnd  had  remained  there,  without 
Iny  atternptto  land,  till  the  27th  in 


;the  evening,  when  they  quitted  their 
ftation,  and  have  not  fince  been 
heard  of.  The  wind,  at  the  time  o£ 
their  failing,  blowing  hard  at  S.S.E. 

From  their  firft  appearance  every 
exertion  was  made  by  general  Dal- 
rv triple,  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  diftridl ;  and  a  confiderable  force 
was  collected  to  repel  the  enemy. 

The  accounts  further  ftate,  that 
the  yeomanry  and  volunteer  corps 
difplayed  the  utmoft  zeal  and  ala¬ 
crity  in  undertaking  the  guards  in 
thofe  places  from  whence  the  regu¬ 
lar  troops  were  withdrawn ;  and  the 
nniverfal  readinefs  fliewn  by  all  de- 
feriptions  of  people  to  forward  the 
preparations  for  defence,  left  nq> 
doubt  of  the  event,  in  cafe  the  ene¬ 
my  had  ventured  to  make  a  defeent. 
In  particular,  th.e  fpirit,  activity, 
and  exertions  of  Richard  White, 


Efq.  of  Seafi.eld  park,  deferve  the 
moft  honourable  mention. 

An  officer  and  feven  men  were 
-driven  on  fhore  in  a  boat  belong¬ 
ing  to  one  of  the  French  fhips,  and 
were  immediately  made  prisoners. 
This  gentleman  was  conveyed  to 
Dublin,  and,  upon  examination 
ftates  that  the  fleet,  upon  its  leaving 
Breft,  conftfted  in  (all  of  about  fifty- 
fail,  having  an  army  of  23,000  men 
on  board,  commanded  by  general 
Hoche,  and  that  it  was  deftined  for 
the  attack  of  Ireland. 

Whitehall ,  January  7.  By  di- 
fpatches  received  this  day  by  the 
(A  2)  duke 
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duke  of  Portland,  from  the  lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  Mr.  Pel¬ 
ham,  dated  the  3d  and  4th,  it  ap- 
pears  that  a  part  of  the  French 
Beet  had  returned  to  Bantry  Bay, 
and  that  another  part  had  been  feen 
off  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon  ;  but; 
that  both  divifions  had  quitted  their 
ftations,  and  put  to  fea,  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  2d  in  ft.  without  at¬ 
tempting  a  landing.  The  accounts 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  country, 
where  the  troops  are  aftembled,  are 
as  favourable  as  pofiible;  and  the 
greateft  loyalty  has  manifefted  itfelf 
throughout  the  kingdom;  and  in 
the  fouth  and  weft,  where  the  troops 
have  been  in  motion,  they  have  been 
met  by  the  country  people  of  all 
defcriptiong,  with  provifions  and  all 
forts  of  accommodations,  to  facilitate 
their  march  ;  and  every  demonftra- 
tion  has  been  given  of  the  zeal  and 
ardour  of  the  nation  to  oppole  the 
enemy  in  every  place  where  it  could 
be  fuppofed  a  defcent  might  be  at¬ 
tempted. 

Whitehall ,  January  17. 
Extra <ft  of  a  Letter  ft;om  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  the  Lord-lieutenant  of 
Ireland  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  dated  Dublin  Caftle, 
Jan.  10,  1  797- 

I  have  the  fatisfaftdo.n  to  ac¬ 
quaint  your  grace,  that  fince  the 
information  tranfmitted  to  Mr. 
Greville,  that  the  French  had  en¬ 
tirely  left  Bantry  Bay,  there  has 
been  no  re  appearance  of  them  up,- 
on  the  coafts  ;  fo  that  I  truft,  from 
the  violence  of  the  tempeft,  and 
from  their  Blips  being  ill-found; 
and  ijt- victualled,  their  expedition 
is  for  the  prefent  fruftrated. 

Upon  reviewing  wrhat  has  palled 
during  this  expedition  of  the  ene- 
my,  I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  re- 
flecft,  that  the  beft  fpirit  was  mani- 
fefted  by  his  majefty’s  regular  and 
militia  forces;  and  I  have  every 
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reafon  to  believe,  that  if  a  landing 
had  taken  place,  they  would  have 
difplayed  the  utmoft  fidelity.  When 
the  flank  companies  of  the  Antrim 
regiment  were  formed,  the  whole 
regiment  turned  out,  to  a  man, 
with  expreffions  of  the  greateft  ea¬ 
ger  nefs  to  march  ;  and  the  Down- 
fhire  regiment,  to  a  man,  declared 
they  would  ftand  and  fall  by  their 
officers.  ; 

At  t,he  time  the  army  was  ordered 
to  march,  the  weather  was  extreme¬ 
ly  fevere ;  I  therefore  ordered  them 
a  proportion  of  fpirits  upon  their 
route,  and  direfted  an  allowance  of 
four-pence  a  day  to  their  wives  un.-t 
til  their  return.  During  their  march 
the  utmoft  attention  was  paid  them 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and 
villages  through  which  they  paffed  ; 
fo  that  in  many  places  the  meat, 
provided  by  the  commiffiaries  was 
not  confumed.-7-The  roads,  which 
in  parts  had  been  rendered  impaff- 
able  by  the  fnow,  were  cleared  by 
the  peafantry.  The  poor  people 
often  fhared  their  potatoes  with, 
them,  and  dreffed  their  meat  with¬ 
out  demanding  payment,  of  which 
there  was  a  very, particular  inftance 
in  the  town  of  Banagher,  where 
no  gentleman  or  principal  farmer, 
refides  to  fet  them  the  example.  At 
Carlow  a  confiderable  fubfcription 
was  made  for  the  troops  as  they 
paffed  ;  and  at  Limerick  and  Cork 
everv  exertion  was  ufed  to  facilitate 
the  carriage  of  artillery  and  bag¬ 
gage,  by  premiums  to  the  carmen ; 
and  in  the  town  of  Galway,  which 
for  a  fhort  time  was  left  with  a  very 
inadequate  garrifon,  the  zeal  and 
ardour  of  the  inhabitants  and  yeo¬ 
manry  was  peculiarly  rrianifefted, 
and  in  a  manner  to  give  me  the. ut¬ 
moft  fatisfaftion.  In  fhort,  the  ge¬ 
neral  good  difpofition  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  through  the  fouth  and  weft  was^ 
fo  prevalent,  that,  had  the  enemy 
‘  landed, 
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landed,  their  hope  of  afliftancefrom  lar  letter  written  to  the  commani- 
the  inhabitants  would  have  been  to-  ants  of  the  refpe&ive  corps,  their 
tally  difappointed.  anfwers  almoft  univerfally  contain- 

From  the  armed  yeomanry  go-  ed  a  general  offer  of  fervice  in  any 
vernment  derived  the  moil  Honour-  part  of  the  kingdom, 
able  affi  fiance.  Noblemen  and  gen-  Many  prominent  examples  of  in- 
tlemen  of  the  firft  property  vied  in  dividual  loyalty  and  fpirit  have  ap- 
exerting  themfelves  at  the  head  of  peared.  An  ufeful  impreffion  was 
their  corps.  Much  of  the  exprefs  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  lower 
and  efcort  duty  was  performed  by  Catholics  By  a  judicious  addrefs 
them.  In  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Gal-  from  Dr.  Moylan,  the  titular  bifhop 
way,  they  took  the  duty  of  the  gar-  of  Cork.  I  cannot  but  take  notice 
rifon.  Lord  Shannon  informs  me,  of  the  exertions  of  Lord  Kenmare, 
that  men  of  three  and  four  thou-  who  fpared  no  expence  in  giving 
land  pounds  a  year  were  employed  aiiiftance  to  the  commanding  offi- 
in  efcorting  baggage  and  carrying  cer  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  whd> 
expreffes,  Mr.  John  Latouche,  who  took  into  his  "own-  demefne  a  great 
was  a  private  in  his  foiffs  corps,  quantity  of  cattle  which  had  been 
rode  twenty-five  miles  in  one  of  driven  from  the  coaft.  Nor  could 
the  fevereft  nights,  with  an  ex-  any  thing  exceed  the  ardor  of  the 
prefs,  it  being  his  turn  for  duty,  earl  of  Ormond,  who,  when  his  re- 
The  merchants  of  Dublin,  many  of  giment  of  militia  was  retained  as 
them  of  the  firft  eminence,  marched  part  of  the  garrifbn  of  Dublin,  fo¬ 
urteen  Irifh  miles  with  a  convoy  licited  with  fo  much  zeal  a  com- 
of  arms  to  the  North,  whither  it  mand  in  the  flank  companies,  that 
was  conduced  by  reliefs  of  yeo-  I  thought  it  a  meafure  due  to  bis 
manry.  The  appearance  in  this  majefty’s  fervice  to  encourage  his 
|  metropolis  has  been  highly  meri-  lordfhip’s  requeft. 
j  torious.  The  corps  have  been  3.  The  London  Gazette  of  this 
fftrmed  of  the  moft  relpedable  bar-  day  announces  the  capture  of  Le 
rifters,  attorneys,  merchants,  gen-  Suffrein,  a  French  veffel,  with  230 
tlemen,  and  citizens,  and  their  nuiii-  troops,  arms,  &e.  on  board.  She 
ber  is  fo  confiderable,  and  their  was  taken  off  Cape  Clear  by  Cap- 
zeal  in  mounting  guard  fo  ufeful,  tain  Sterling  of  the  Jafon.  Alfo  of 
that  I  was  enabled  greatly  to  re-  the  Didon  French  cutter  privateer, 
duce  the  garrifon  with  perfect  fate-  carrying  four  brafs  four-pounders 
ty  to  the  town.  The  numbers  of  and  30  men,  by  capt.  Drew  of  the 
yeomanry  fully  appointed  and  dif-  Cerberus.  Alfo  of  the  L’Ama- 
ciplined  in  Dublin  exceed  two  r  tin  the  French  brig,  of  12  fix- 
thoufand  ;  above  four  hundred  of  pounders  and  nine  men,  by  the 
whom  are  horfe.  The  whole  num-  Diamond. 

ber  of  corps  approved  by  govern-  7.  The  London  Gazette  announces 

ment  amount  to  four  •hundred  and  the  capture  of  the  San  Pio  Spanifli 
forty,  exclufiveof  the  Dublin  corps,  corvette,  of  iS  guns  and  14.0  men^ 
The  grofs  number  is  nearly  tvven-  by  capt,  Carthen  of  the  Regulus ; 
ty-five  thoufand.  There  are  alfo  Le  Coup  d’Effai,  a  fmall  privateer 
nmety-one  offers  of  fervice  under  of  2  guns,  fmall  arms,  and  28  men, 
confideration,  and  one  hundred  and  by  capt.  Colviilof  the  Star, 
twenty-five  propofals  have  been  8.  The  fteeple  of  Horningtoft 
declined ;  and*  in  reply  to  a  fcireu*  church,  near  Norwich,  fell  down*; 
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while  the  bell  was  ringing  for  di- 
vine  fervice. 

9.  The  London  Gazette  an¬ 
nounces  the  capture  of  the  L’Efpe- 
rance  French  brig,  by  hr  R.  Stra- 
chan,  of  the  Diamond  ;  of  L’Hiron- 
delle  French  privateer,  of  12  guns 
and  70  men,  by  vice  admiral  Mur¬ 
ray  of  the  Cleopatra  ;  and  La  Tor- 
tue,  of  44  guns,  725'.  men,  includ¬ 
ing  troops,  by  capt.  Lumfdaine  of 
the  Polyphemus. 

11.  About  noon,  a  melancholy 
accident  happened  in  Liverpool  har¬ 
bour.  As  Mr.  Slack,  deputy  con- 
ilable,  was  conveying  a  party  of 
volunteers,  raifed  in  Manchefter 
and  the  adjacent  parities,  for  the 
ilavy,  the  boat  in  which  they  were 
proceeding  to  the  tender  overfet,  by 
which  fatal  accident  25  perfons  loft 
their  lives. 

The  following  addrefs  of  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  London  was  prefented  to  his 
majefty  by  the  lord  mayor,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  aldermen  Clark,  Boy- 
dell,  Le  Mefurier,  Sanderfon,  Cur¬ 
tis,  Earner,  Newman,  Anderfon, 
Herne,  Williams,  and  a  few  com¬ 
mon  council. 

To  the  King’s  Moll  Excellent  Ma- 
jeiby. 

The  Humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commoiis 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com¬ 
mon  Council  aflembled. 

Molt  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  majefty’s  molt  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council  af- 
fembled,  beg  leave  to  approach  the 
throne  moll  humbly  to  thank  your 
majefty  for  your  gracious  commu¬ 
nication  to  ■  oth  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  of  the  meafures  adopted  by 
your  majefty  on  the  recent  mahi- 
feffo  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  ab¬ 
ruptly  declaratory  of  an  unprovok¬ 
ed  war  with  Great  Britain, 


Your  maj'efty’s  faithful  citizens 
of  London  fincerely  lament  that' 
your  majefty’s  endeavours  to  pre¬ 
serve  peace  with  Spain,  and  to  ad- 
juft  all  matters  in  difcuflion  with 
that  court  by  amicable  negotiation^ 
have  been  rendered  ineffectual,  and 
the  calamities  of  war  thus  unavouL 
ably  extended. 

Neverthelefs,  relying  on  the  juf- 
tice  of  your  majefty’s  caufe,  the  re- 
fourcesof  the  country,  the  wifdom 
of  your  majefty’s  councils,  and  the 
bravery  of  your  majefty’s  fleets  and 
armies,  we  doubt  not  that,  under* 
the  protection  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  your  majefty  will  be  able  to 
repel  this  unprovoked  aggrefiiony 
to  fubdue  all  your  enemies,  and  fi¬ 
nally  to  obtain  the  bleflings  of 
peace,  to  fecure  the  dignity  of  your 
majefty’s  crown, and  to  advance  the 
profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

Signed,  by  order  of  Court, 

William  RiXi 
His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make 
the  following  moft  gracious  An- 
fwer  : 

I  receive  with  great  fatisfaCtion 
this  loyal  addrefs  from  my  city  of 
London. 

I  fincerely  lament  the  failure  of 
my  endeavours  to  preferve  peace 
with  Spain  ;  but,  from-  the  juftice 
of  my  caufe,  the  experienced  va¬ 
lour  of  my  fleets  and  armies,  and 
the  fpirited  and  generous  exertions 
of  the  nation  at  large,  I  truft,  under 
the  protection  of  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  that  this  aggreflion  will  be 
effectually  repelled,  and  that  the 
bleflings  of  peace  will  be  reftorcd 
upon  terms  confiftent  with  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  my  crown,  and  with  the 
fecurity  and  interefts  of  my  peo¬ 
ple. 

Alderman  Herne,  of  Caftle  Bay-' 
nard  Ward,  received  the  honour  of 
knighthood,-  now  fir  W.  Herne* 


k  night. 


in,  At 
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12.  At  the  Old  Bailey  feffions 
this  day,  the  following  Angular  caufe 
was  tried  : 

Launcelot  Knowles  was  indi&ed 
for  obtaining  money  under  falfe 
pretences,  and  the  indictment  ftated, 
that  a  perfon  of  thejiame  of  John 
Sanders  was  under  judgment  for  a 
felony,  and  that  the  prifoner,  in¬ 
tending  to  cheat  and  defraud  one 
Ann  Keys  of  a  film  of  money, 
knowingly  and  defignedly  didfalfe- 
ly  pretend  and  affirm  that  he  had 
great  influence,  credit,  and  intereft 
with  the  duke  of  Portland,  fir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  and 
that  by  fuch  influence*  credit,  and 
intereft,  he  could  procure  pardon 
for  the  faid  John  Sanders,  and  that 
he  would  procure  fuch  pardon,  but 
that  he  muft  for  that  purpofe  have 
the  fum  of  five  guineas  entrufted  to 
him,  for  that  he  was  to  procure 
fuch  pardon  on  paying  one  guinea 
through  one  channel,  and  another 
guinea  through  another  channel, 
but  that  no  part  of  that  money  was 
to  be  kept  by  himfelf.  That  the 
faid  Ann  Keys  gave  him  the  fum 
of  fix  guineas,  arid  he  faid  he  would 
procure  fuch  pardon  by  exerting  his 
influence,  credit,  and  intereft  with 
the  duke  of  Portland,  fir  Watkin 
Lewes,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  whereas 
in  truth  he  had  no  fuch  influence,- 
Credit,  or  intereft  with  fuch  per¬ 
fon  s,  or  with  either  of  them,  nor 
had  he  any  reafon  to  think  that  he 
had  any  fuch  influence,  credit,  or 
intereft. 

Mr.  Abbot  opened  the  pleadings 
for  the  profecution. 

Mr.  Garrow  operied  the  cafe. 
The  profecution,  he  faid,  which  the 
jury  were  now  called  upon  to  de¬ 
cide,  appeared  to  him, from  the  (a6ts 
on  which  it  was  founded,  to  be  of 
the  higheft  importance  that  could 
poffibly  occur  to  a  court,  or  come 
before  it  in  the  fliape  of  a  mifde- 
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meanour.  It  had  been  thought  by 
thofe  who  filled  the  higheft  depart¬ 
ments  in  the  adminiftration  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs*  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
lay  this  cafe  before  the  jury,  which 
involved  in  it  the  cafe  of  unfortu¬ 
nate  individuals  who  were  unable 
to  protedt  themfelves,  and  who  had 
been  the  obje&3  of  the  moft  rapa¬ 
cious  and  profligate  plunder  of  the 
prifoner  who  now  flood  at  the  bar* 
The  charge  which  was  exhibited 
againft  the  prifoner  was,  what  pro¬ 
bably  the  jury  would  agree  with, 
him  in  thinking,  came  before  them 
in  a  fliape  which  the  beft  men  muft: 
lament  to  fee,  for  the  prifoner  was 
only  indi<fted  for  a  mifdemeanour* 
He  really  wifhed  it  had  been  ail 
higher  denomination  of  offence,  and 
that  to  affedf  the  prifoner ’s  life.  The 
charge,  however*  was  only  a  mifde- 
meanour,  that  of  having  obtained, 
at  three  feveral  times,  upon  falfe 
pretences,  the  fum  of  fix  guineas 
of  Ann  Keys,  by  pretending  to  have 
intereft  with  three  moft  refpediable 
perfons,  namely,  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Portland,  fir  Watkin  Lewes,  and 
Mr.  Baldwin,  as  the  jury  has  al¬ 
ready  colle&ed  from  the  opening 
of  the  indi&ment  by  his  learned 
friend  ;  and  this  was  done  under 
pretence,  on  the  part  of  the  prifon¬ 
er,  of  procuring  his  majefty’s  par¬ 
don  for  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
John  Sanders,  who  was  convicted  of 
a  capital  offence*  Ann  Keys  was 
the  mother  of  the  unfortunate  con¬ 
vict,  John  Sanders,  and  the  prifon¬ 
er  now  at  the  bar  was  introduced  to 
her  as  a  perfon  who  could  procure 
his  majefty’s  pardon  to  her  fon.  The 
prifoner,  without  the  ieaft  difficulty 
on  his  part,  ftated  to  this  unhappy- 
woman  that  he  had  fuch  intereft 
with  the  duke  of  Porlafid,  fir  Wat¬ 
kin  Lewes,  and  Mr.  Baldwin*  as 
would  enable  him  immediately  to 
procure  a  remiflion  of  the  capital 
(A  4)  pa  ft 
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part  of  the  punifhment  of  her  fon, 
and  that  it  might  be  followed,  very 
foon,  by  a  free  pardon.  But  this, 
he  faid,  was  not  to  be  done  without 
money,  for  there  was  to  be  a  guinea 
paid  in  one  way,  and  a  guinea  in 
another,  fo  that  he  was  to  have  no¬ 
thing  of  it  himfelf.  If  the  money 
could  be  procured,  the  pardon 
would  follow  as  of  courfe.  The 
jury  would  eafily  conceive  that  a 
mother,  believing  that  a  pardon 
could  be  thus  obtained  for  her  fon, 
would  drain  every  nerve  to  procure 
the  money.  At  firft  die  could  only 
taife  three  guineas,  part  of  the  fum 
which  the  prifoner  required  for  this 
purpofe  :  part  of  this  lhe  borrowed 
and  gave  to  the  prifoner.  He  then 
laid,  he  mud:  have  more  money.  He 
appointed  the  next  day  to  fee  her 
for  that  purpofe.  He  afterwards 
gave  the  mother  hopes  that  pardon 
would  foon  arrive;  in  the  mean 
time  he  had  two  guineas  more  of 
her.  She  faw  no  more  of  him  for 
a  month,  during  which  time  die 
was  in  the  moil  anxious  fufpence, 
dreading  the  execution  of  her  fon, 
but  dill  waiting  for  the  hopeful  ef¬ 
fect  of  this  man’s  intered:  with  thefe 
great  characters.  On  a  fubfequent 
application  from  the  prifoner  to 
obtain  another  guinea  from  this 
poor  woman,  he  had  it,  and  that 
was  all  die  could  raife ;  die  then 
faid  die  hoped  the  pardon  would 
foon  arrive.  He  faid  it  was  actually 
accomplidied,  and  only  waited  for 
certain  matters  of  form  that  were 
abfolutely  necedary  in  fuch  cafes. 
He  then  aljked  her,  in  cafe  the  par¬ 
don  came,  how  much  more  die 
would  give  him?  She  laid,  die 
would  make  it  ten  guineas.  He 
afked  how  that  was  to  be  paid  ?  She 
faid  die  would  give  him  her  note  of 
hand.  No  !  a  note  of  hand  would 
not  do;  and  finding  he  could  not 
get  any  thing  eife  from  her,  he  made 


ufe  of  a  fentence  that  difgraced  the 
character  of  a  man.  He  damned 
her  blood,  and  faid  he  would  do  no 
more  for  her  fon ;  in  that  date  he 
lhould  leave  her,  and  that  he  would 
ufe  his  induence  to  dop  the  pardon 
from  going  any  further.  In  this 
diffracted  date  this  poor  woman 
was  left  by  the  prifoner.  However, 
die  had  aftervtards  an  opportunity 
of  dating  her  condition  to  thofe 
who,  for  the  purpofes  of  public 
judice,  indituted  this  profecution. 
The  prifoner’s  pretence  was  that  he 
had  intered  with  the  duke  of  Port¬ 
land.  That  noble  duke  was  at  the 
head  of  that  department  of  the  date, 
from  whence,  on  jud  occadons,  the 
royal  mercy  dowed.  It  was  the 
mod  valuable,  the  mod  important^ 
and,  he  believed  he  might  add,  the 
moil  pleafant  prerogative  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  to  diew  his  royal  mercy ;  but 
he  was  confident  that  the  noble 
duke  would  never  fulfer  an  appeal 
to  be  made  to  it*  in  his  name,  but  in 
the  mod  delicate  manner,  and  on 
the  mod  proper  occafion.  It  was 
not  to  be  obtained  for  money  nor 
by  any  induence  whatever,  except 
in  cafes  where  it  was  jud  and  pro¬ 
per  that  appeal  diould  be  made  to 
the  fountain  of  mercy.  Pie  diould. 
therefore  be  under  the  neceditv  of 
calling  upon  the  noble  duke  to  de¬ 
clare  whether  the  prifoner  had  any 
induence  with  him  :  not  that  any 
man  of  fenfe  in  the  kingdom  could 
fufpecd  fuch  a  thing,  but  merely 
out  of  form,  to  fupport  one  of  the 
allegations  of  this  indicdment.  He 
diould  put  the  fame  quedion,  fof 
the  fame  reafon,  to  dr  Watkin 
Lewes  and  Mr.  Baldwin.  He  diould 
call  the  other  witnedes  to  prove  the 
cafe,  and  then,  he  believed,  the  ju¬ 
ry  would  congratulate  themfelves 
on  the  opportunity  they  had  of  do¬ 
ing  judice  to  the  public  in  this  mod 
important  cafe. 

The 
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The  convi&ion  and  fentence  of 
John  Sanders,  the  perfon  for  whom 
the  prifoner  pretended  he  would 
obtain  a  pardon,  was  proved,  as  a 
neceffary  point  of  form. 

Ann  Keys,  the  mother,  was  then 
Called.  She  gave  her  evidence  as 
follows : 

I  had  a  fon  of  the  name  of  John 
Sanders,  he  was  convidfed  and  con¬ 
fined  in  Newgate.  I  know  the  pri¬ 
foner  very  well.  He  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  me  by  means  of  a 
woman  of  the  name  of  Sells,  He 
had  done  fomething  forfome  fmug¬ 
glers  that  were  confined.  On  the 
ift  or  2d  of  July,  I  do  not  know 
which,  he  came  to  me  from  Sells. 
He  came  to  my  houfe  on  a  Saturday, 
but  as  I  was  not  at  home  then,  he 
came  again  on  the  Sunday  after¬ 
noon.  The  firftthing  he  afked  me 
was,  if  I  had  a  fon  in  trouble?  I 
told  him  I  had.  He  told  me  he 
could  be  of  great  fervice  to  him, 
but  it  would  be  attended  with  a 
very  great  expence.  I  told  him  I 
was  a  poor  woman,  but  I  would  do 
all  that  was  in  my  power.  He  faid 
he  was  fometimes  a  rich  man  him- 
lelf,  fometimes  a  poor  man,  fome¬ 
times  a  houfe-keeper,  and  fometimes 
a  room-keeper.  He  told  me  he  was 
a  ferjeant  under  fir  Watkin  Lewes 
in  the  citv  militia.  He  aiked  me 
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what  I  would  agree  to  give  him  for 
getting  my  fon  on  board  a  man  of 
war  ?  I  told  him  'my  fon  had  ferved 
his  majefty,  and  was  wounded  on 
the  ift  of  June,  and  that  I  wifhed 
Him  to  ferve  his  majefty  again.  He 
told  me  he  could  do  it  with  a  great 
deal  of  eafe;  that  he  had  cleared 
fmugglers,  and  that  it  was  a  great 
deal  eafier  to  clear  a  criminal  than 
a.  fmuggler,  becaufe  fmugglers  were 
again  ft  government.  He  faid,  if  I 
vfould  put  five  guineas  down,  he 
ivould  make  no  doubt  but  that  he 


fhould  clear  him,  fo  that  in  a  very- 
little  time  he  fhould  go  and  ferve 
his  majefty.  I  agreed  to  give  him 
five  guineas.  He  told  me  if  he 
could  not  get  him  to  ferve  his  ma¬ 
jefty  on  board  a  man  of  war,  he 
would  return  me  my  money  again. 
He  faid  he  had  an  influence  with 
Mr.  Baldwin,  and  if  he  knocked  at 
the  door  of  the  duke  of  Portland’s 
houfe^  he  was  introduced  to  his 
grace  when  noblemen  in  their  car¬ 
riages  were  obliged  to  wait.  He 
told  me  he  fhould  not  alk  for  any 
more  money  ;  but  if  he  got  my  foil 
on  board  a  man  of  war,  he  fhould 
leave  it  to  my  generofity.  He  faid 
he* had  an  influence  with  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Portland’s  groom  of  the 
bed-chamber,  and  that  he  had  been 
with  him  a  great  many  times.  I 
told  him  I  had  but  three  guineas 
then,  but  that  I  would  the  next  day 
give  him  the  remaining  two  gui¬ 
neas.  I  gave  him  the  three  guineas, 
and  the  next  day  he  came  for  the 
other  two.  He  faid  be  had  no 
doubt  but  that  he  fhould  get  the 
pardon,  and  that  very  foon,  to  go 
on  board  of  a  man  of  war,  but  if  his 
free  pardon  came  down  he  fhould 
not  be  furprifed.  All  I  wanted  was 
a  pardon  on  condition  of  hisferving 
his  majefty.  He  faid  that  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win  was  a  great  friend  of  his;  that 
he  was  a  ferjeant  in  the  city  militia. 
Nothing  further  pafled  then.  About  a, 
fortnight  afterwards  he  came  to  me 
and  fhook  hands  with  me;  he 
wifhed  me  joy,  and  told  me  all  was 
finilhed,  but  wanted'  to  know  if  I 
could  let  him  have  a  couple  more 
guineas.  I  told  him  it  was  not  inf 
my  power.  He  afked  me  if  I  would 
meet  him  in  Newgate  on  the  next 
Sunday,  and  let  him  have  one  gui¬ 
nea  more  ?  I  agreed  to  meet  him  in 
Newgate,  and^I  met  him  there  in 
the  condemned  room,  where  my 
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fon  was,  and  there  I  gave  him  one 
guinea.  He  fhook  hands  with  my 
ion’s  friend,  and  wifhed  him  joy  of 
bis  friend’s  pardon,  which  was  come 
down,  he  faid.  I  did  not  fee  him 
afterwards  for  a  fortnight  Or  three 
weeks,  at  which  period  he  called  at 
my  houfe,  and  told  me  that  all  was 
fettled,  but  afked  me  to  let  him  have 
two  more  guineas.  I  told  him  it 
was  not  in  my  power  to  let  him 
have  it.  I  told  him  the  agreement 
was  for  five  guineas;  and  that  I 
would  give  him  more  when  my  fon 
was  pardoned  on  condition  of  ferV- 
ing  his  majefty;  upon  which  he 
put  himfelfin  a  great  paffion,  and 
faid — u  Damn  his  blood,  he  would 
not  do  any  more  for  him  ;  and  he 
would  hop  what  he  had  done  for 
him.”  He  told  rhe  he  had  faved  his 
life.  “No,”  fays  I;  “von  have 
not  faved  his  life.  Mr.  (lie riff  Lip- 
trap  has  faved  his  life,  if  it  is  faved  ; 
for  he  had  prefented  a  petition  for 
him  The  prifoner  faid,  it  was 
the  fame  fort  of  bufinefs  as  the 
fmugglers’ :  he  had  been  promifed . 
3-0I.  for  that,  but  had  only  13I.  He 
alked  me  what  money  I  would  give 
him  of  my  own  generofity,  if  his 
pardon  fhould  come  down.  I  told 
him  he  had  had  fix,  and  that  I  would 
give  him  four  more,-  to  make  it  10. 
He  faid,  “Ten! — what  is  10?” 

A  great  deal,”  faid  I,  “  for  fuch  a 
poor  woman. as  I  am.”  He  afked 
me  how  he  was  to  come  at  that  mo¬ 
ney?  I  told  him  I  would  give  him 
my  note  of  hand.  He  laid,  that 
would  not  do.  I  faid,  “  I  would 
fell  the  bed  from  under  me,  when 
his  pardon  comes,  to  give  you  the 
money.”  He  faid,  that  would  not 
do :  it  was  not  enough.  At  this 
time  I  began  to  fufpedl  him.  I 
thought  he  was  a  bad  man.  He 
faid  the  money  went  through  fo 
many  different  channels,  that  he 


fihould  not  have  a  halfpenny  of  if 
left  for  himfelf.  From  that  time  I 
faw  no  more  of  him,  until  I  faw 
him  at  Bow-ftreet. 

Sarah  Hackett  corroborated  the 
laft  witnefs,  and  fwore  file  faw  foms 
of  the  money  paid  to  the  prifoner, 
who  came  to  the  mother’s  houfe  in 
confequence  of  an  application  that 
file  underftood  to  have  been  made 
to  him  by  the  wife  of  Sanders,  and 
who  made  that  application  to  the 
prifoner  after  having  heard  that  he 
had  procured  the  pardon  of  fome 
fmugglers. 

The  duke  of  Portland  was  then 
examined  to  prove  the  matter  of 
form  lfated  by  Mr.  Garrow.  The 
noble  duke  faid,  that  the  prifoner 
had  no  influence  whatever  with 
him. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid,  that  certainly 
the  prifoner  had  no  influence  with 
him,  but  on  the  contrary.  That  he 
held  a  confidential  office  under  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  through 
which  the  letters  of  pardon  come. 
He  had  feen  the  prifoner,  Knowles, 
before.  He  did  not  know  whether 
it  was  for  the  purpofe  of  foliciting 
pardon  that  he  came  to  his  office. 
He  believed  he  might  have  come  to 
his  office  to  folicit  pardon  for  Gee 
and  Richards,  two  fmugglers.  The 
prifoner  prefented  a  petition  at  his 
office,  and  he  thought  he  faid  he 
came  from  fir  Watkin  Lewes.  Gee 
and  Richards  were  pardoned,  but 
they  were  pardoned  on  condition  of 
ferving  in  his  majefty’s  navy,  and 
they  were  Very  good  feamen,  and 
therefore  it  was  thought  proper  un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances  to  pardon 
them.  Some  time  after  this  the 
prifoner,  he  thought,  brought  ano¬ 
ther  petition  to  the  office  ;  whether 
it  was  for  Sanders,  or  for  a  perfon 
of  the  name  of  Hill,  he  did  not 
know*  He  afked  the  prifoner  how 
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he  came  to  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  thefe  matters,  for  he  then  be¬ 
gan  to  fufpeft  him,  and  doubted 
whether  he  was  not  improperly  em¬ 
ployed  in  that  fort  of  bufinefs; 
and  therefore  told  him,  that  any 
petition  which  he  fhould  bring  af¬ 
ter  that  would  not  be  attended  to, 
becaufe  he  had  great  reafon  to  think 
the  prifoner  was  afling  improperly.. 
He  therefore  forbade  his  coming  to 
the  office  on  any  bufinefs  what¬ 
ever  :  notwithflanding  which,  he 
believed  that  in  a  day  or  two  after¬ 
wards  he  met  the  prifoner  coming 
from  the  office.  He  afked  him,  how 
he  could  have  the  affuranee  of  com¬ 
ing  there  after  what  had  pafied  be¬ 
tween  them  ?  and  he  would  venture 
to  affirm  that  the  prifoner  never 
could  have  any  influence,  or  any 
chance  of  fuceeeding  in  any  appli¬ 
cation  that  he  fliould  make  at  the 
office  for  pardon  or  any  other  fa¬ 
vour. 

This  was  in  the  fummer,  but 
whether  in  the  month  of  July  or 
hot,  he  could  not  tell.  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win  added,  he  thought  it  was  fit 
that  the  court  fliould  know,  he  was 
fnre  it  was  fit  that  the  public  fhould 
know,  that  there  was  not  one  far¬ 
thing  of  expence  attending  applica¬ 
tions  for  pardons.  No  fees  what¬ 
ever  are  paid,  nor  any  required  that 
he  knew  of,  upon  thefe  applications. 
That  whenever  a  pardon  was  ob¬ 
tained  it  was  without  one  farthing 
of  expence  in  the  granting  it. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes  was  then  ex¬ 
amined.  He  faid  he  knew  the  pri¬ 
soner  at  the  ba t.  He  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  him  as  a  ferjeant  in  the 
London  militia.  He  told  him  he 
appeared  to  be  too  old  for  that  of¬ 
fice,  but  afterwards  he  told  him  he 
would  make  him  a  temporary  fer¬ 
jeant,  and  that  was  the  way  he  came 
to  make  ufe  of  the  name  of  fir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes.  He  did  not  know  him 


antecedent  to  that  time.  Subfequent 
to  that  time  he  had  employed  him 
on  various  occaflons,in  going  about 
bufinefs  relative  to  the  regiment, 
but  on  nothing  elfe ;  and  that  he  un¬ 
derflood  to  be  the  principal  em¬ 
ployment.  He  had  not  the  leaft 
influence  with  him.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  prifoner  defired  him  to 
give  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Portland 
or  Mr.  Baldwin  relative  to  fome 
pardon,  but  he  pofitively  refufed,- 
and  told  him  he  never  did  write 
a  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  flate,  or 
make  any  recommendation  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  any  prifoner,  unlefs  upon! 
petition  prefented  and  recommend¬ 
ed  by  perfons  of  refpeflability  and 
whom  he  knew,  Stating  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  application,  and  cer¬ 
tifying  the  general  good  character 
and  conduft  of  the  perfon  on  whofe 
behalf  the  pardon  was  folicited. 

Mr.  Knapp  addreffed  the  jury,  on 
behalf  of  the  prifoner,  in  a  fpeechr 
of  confiderable  length,  in  which  he 
contended,  that,  although  it  was 
clear  from  the  evidence  of  the  no¬ 
ble  duke,  of  fir  Watkin  Lewes,  and 
of  his  learned  friend,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
that  the  prifoner  had  no  influence 
with  either,  yet  from  all  the  circum- 
flances  of  the  cafe  it  was  not  unrea¬ 
sonable  to  fuppofe  that  the  prifoner 
might  have  thought  he  could  have 
fucceeded  in  this  cafe  as  he  did  in 
the  cafe  of  the  fmugglers,  and  there¬ 
fore  there  was  no  intent  to  defraud 
the  perfon  of  whom  the  money  was 
obtained  for  foliciting  this  pardon. 
He  maintained  that  the  parties  had- 
agreed  in  this  cafe,  that  the  prifoner 
fhould  try  what  he  could  do ;  and 
although  he  failed,  yet  as  he  had 
ufed  his  endeavours,  he  had  not  ob¬ 
tained  the  money  under  falfe  pre¬ 
tences,  but  was  entitled  to  take  it 
upon  the  general  maxim  that  every 
labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 

The  prifoner  faid  a  few  words  in 
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his  own  defence,  but  which  had  but 
little  bearing  upon  the  cafe. 

The  chief  baron,  in  an  able 
charge,  Hated  to  the  jury  the  fub- 
Hance  of  the  indictment,  the  whole 
of  the  evidence,.  and  commented 
iipon  the  points  which  were  molt 
material  for  their  conlideration. 

This  indictment,  he  faid,  was 
founded  on  anaCt  of  parliament  pair¬ 
ed  in  the  30th  year  of  the  late  king. 
The  necelfary  ingredients  to  prove 
this  charge  were,  That  the  party 
accufed  fliould  he  proved  to  have 
reprefented  himfelf  to  be  in  a  fitua- 
tion  in  which  he  was  not ;  or  Hat¬ 
ing  a  thing  to  have  happened  which 
he  knows  has  not  happened  ;  or 
Hating  that  fuch  a  thing  is  likely  to 
happen  which  he  has  no  reafon  to 
believe  will  happen.  Thefe  were 
the  three  ingredients  which  were 
necelfary  to  fubftantiate  the  charge 
exhibited  againft  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar. 

Inconfidering  this  cafe,  hethought 
it  necelfary  to  caution  the  jury  in 
this  ftage  of  the  bulinefs  to  reprefs 
till  fpecies  of  refentment  againft  the 
aCt  with  which  the  prifoner  was 
charged  ;  to  keep  their  minds  per¬ 
fectly  cool  upon  the  matter ;  and  to 
leave  out  of  the  cafe  entirely,  for  the 

s' 

prefen t.  all  feelings  of  refentment 
againft  the  deteftable  nature  of  the 
offence.  This  was  important  in 
many  views  of  the  fubjeCt.  It  was 
highly  important  to  the  individual 
who  flood  charged,  and  highly  im¬ 
portant  alfo  to  the  public  admi ni¬ 
tration  of  juliice.  It  was  impoffi- 
ble  that  any  thing  fliould  be  more 
important  to  this  country  than  this; 
that  the  royal  mercy  fliould  not  be 
obftrudted,  or  interrupted  by  the 
artifice  of  individuals  making  an  im- 
preffion  againft  the  propriety  of  ap¬ 
plying  for  mercy,  by  the  effeCl 
which  their  conduCt  might  have  in 
feafes  where  they  had  attempted  to 


abufe  that  prerogative,  and  at  the 
fame  time  impofed  on  the  minds  of 
men  who  were  overwhelmed  with 
terror,  when  their  lives  were  in 
jeopardy.  And  further,  that  tile 
public  opinion1  fliould  be  confirmed 
that  the  royal  mercy  flows  in  fo 
pure  a  channel  that  nothing  can 
corrupt  or  injure  it.  The  price 
which  we  paid  in  this  country  for 
the  due  adminiftration  of  juftice  and 
the  fettled  rules  of  law,  applied  to 
the  prerogative  of  mercy,  as  well 
as  every  other  branch  of  diftribu- 
tive  juftice  ;  becaufe  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  to  fettle  any  precife  rule  of  law 
which  might  not  become  toofeverej 
if  applied  to  every  particular  cafe  that 
came  under  the  defeription  of  that 
precife  rule.  Let  precife  rules  be 
ever  fo  wifely  formed,  fome  parti¬ 
cular  cafes  would  fall  under  them, 
which,  if  judged  of  rigidly,  would 
be  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  the 
moft  humane  and  the  mollconfide- 
rate  ;  and 'therefore  it  was  that  the 
prerogative  of  pardon  was  given  to 
the  king,  in  order  that  thofe  cafes  * 
which  could  not  be  difpofed  of  by 
thefe  rules  without  great  diftrefs  to 
our  feelings,  might  be  foftened  down 
by  the  exercife  of  royal  mercy. 
Without  fuch  a  prerogative,  pofitive 
rules  might  fometirnes  occafion  fub- 
ftantial  injuftice,  and  on  this  ac¬ 
count  his  majefty’s  power  to  pardon 
became  one  of  the  great  advantages 
of  the  fubjedf.  With  refpedt  to  pe¬ 
titions  for  mercy,  it  was  not  to  be 
confidered  that  the  leave  to  prefent 
a  petition  was  matter  of  favour.  It 
was  the  right  of  the  fubjedl  in  this 
country  to  petition  for  mercy  as 
well  as  for  any  other  objedt.  When 
thefe  petitions  were  prefented,  they' 
were  fifted  as  much  as  poffible  at 
the  office  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate* 
and  the  refult  of  the  whole  was 
laid  before  his  majefty,  who,  with 
the  advice  of  his  council,  dif- 
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pofed  of  them  as  fliould  feem 
meet. 

The  jury  would  now  confider 
whether  the  allegations  in  the  in- 
didment  were  or  were  not  proved  ; 
and  that  was  theirexclufive  province 
to  determine*  [Here  his  lord  hi  ip 
recited  the  evidence.] 

The  queftion  for  the  jury  would 
be,  Whether  the  prifoner  did  or 
did  not  pretend  to  an  influence 
which  he  did  not  poflefs,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  money  of  this  poor 
woman?  In  judging  of  this  cafe, 
the  jury  would  take  the  whole  of 
it  into  conflderati.on.  The  main 
points  were  three  :  Whether  he  did 
or  did  not  mifreprefent  himfelf  as  to 
his  own  flotation  ?  whether  he  did 
hr  did  not  do  what  he  did  with  in¬ 
tent  to  defraud  ;  and,  whether  he 
did  not  actually  obtain  this  money 
in  confequence  of  falfe  reprefenta- 
tions  ?  If  the  jury  found  thefe  facts 
jn  the  affirmative,  it  would  be  their 
duty  to  find  the  prifoner  guilty  ;  if 
they  doubted  either  of  thefe  points, 
they  fhould  acquit  him. 

Thejury  withdrew,  and  remained 
out  of  court  for  above  half  an  hour, 
and  returned  their  verdid— Guilty, 
'this,  although  only  a  mifdemeanor, 
fubjeds  the  prifoner  to  tranfporta- 
tion  for  feven  years. 

There  is  another  charge  of  the 
fame  kind  againft  him  at  the  in- 
ijfance  of  another  perfon. 

14.  The  London  Gazette  an¬ 
nounces  the  capture  of  La  Mufette, 
<pf  22  guns  and  150  men,  by  his 
majefly’s  (loop  the  Hazard  ;  and  of 
the  Deux  Amis,  o  1  14  guns,  and  18 
men,  by  the  Polyphemus  and  Apol-. 
Ip.  Thefe  prizes  were  brought  into 
Cork. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Jan.  14. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Bar¬ 
ton,  of  his  Majefly’s  Ship  Lap¬ 
wing,  to  Evan  Nepean, Efq.  dated 
in  Bafleterre  Roads,  Dec.  3, 1 796. 


SIR, 

A  packet  leaving  this  place  to¬ 
day  for  England,  I  embrace  the  op¬ 
portunity,  for  the  fatisfadion  of 
their  lordfhips,  to  acquaint  them 
that  I  anchored  at  St.  Kitt’s  on  the 
25th  ultimo,  when  an  exprefs  boat 
had  been  fent  from  the  ifland  of  # 
Anguilla,  to  inform  the  admiral  that 
the  ifland  was  attacked  by  two 
French  men  of  war,  and  feveraf 
fmall  veflels,  containing  four  hun¬ 
dred  troops.  I  felt  it  my  duty  (as  the 
exprefs-boat  returned  here-with  the 
lofs  of  her  main-maft)  to  leave  th© 
fervice  I  was  ordered  on,  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  relieve  that  place.  The  wind, 
being  to  the  northward,  prevented 
my  getting  up  there  in  time  to  flop 
them  from  burning  the  town  ;  but 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  fay,  after  an 
adion  of  near  two  hours,  I  effec¬ 
tually  relieved  that  ifland,  by  tak¬ 
ing  the  fhip  and  finking  the  brig. 

The  fhip  proved  to  be  Le  Decius, 
mounting  twenty-four  fix-pound¬ 
ers,  two  twelve-pound  carronades, 
and  two  brafs  field-pieces,  with  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  men  of 
her  own  complement,  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  three  troops,  commanded 
by  citoyen  Andre  Senis,  and  the 
brig  La  Vaillante,  piounting  four 
twenty-four  pounders,  with  forty- 
five  men  and  ninety  troops  com¬ 
manded  by  citoyen  Labontique. 

The, particulars  of  the  adion  I  have 
tranfmitted  to  rear-admiral  Harvey, 
for  the  information  of  their  lord¬ 
fhips. 


I  am,  &c. 

R.  Barton'. 

N.  B.  I  am  informed  that  they 
were  picked  troops  from  Vidor 
Hugues,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
plundering  and  deflroying  the  ifland. 

R.  B. 

Farliament-Jlreet,  Jan .  16.  Di- 
fpatches,  of  which  the  following  are 
an  ex  trad  and  copyi  have  been  thisr 

day 
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day  received  by  the  right  honoura¬ 
ble  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  his  m£- 
je fly’s  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate, 
from  major-general  Charles  Gra¬ 
ham,  commanding  his  rnajefly’s 
troops  in  the  Leeward  iflands  in  the 
abfence  of  lieutenant-general  fir 
Ralph  Abercromby,  K.  B. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Charles  Graham  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Henry  Dun.- 
,das,  dated  Head  Quarters,  Mar- 
tinico,  October  1 6,  1796. 

Our  affairs  in  Grenada  wear  the 
nioft  favourable  afpedL  I  may  fay, 
indeed,  tranquillity  is  completely 
reftored,  as  they  enjoy  it  in  the 
moft  comprehend ve  fenfe  :  the  com¬ 
munication  throughout  the  iiland  is 
perfectly  open ;  there  are  fome  few 
flragglers,  no  doubt,  in  the  woods, 
but  they  never  moleft  even  Angle 
paflengers,  and  their  number  is  ^fo 
ineonfiderable,  and  their  flate  fo 
wretched,  that  they  rather  deferve 
our  contempt  than  merit  our  re- 
fentment.  Fedon  has  not  yet  been 
taken,  and  opinions  are  various 
with  refpecfl  to  his  death  or  efcape : 
the  former,  however,  I  think  moft 
probable,  as  it  is  reported  a  canoe, 
that  had  been  overfet,  was  found 
by  a  vefiel  fome  diflance  from  the 
eoafl,  with  a  compafs  nailed  to  the 
bottom,  which  was  known  to  b,e  one 
that  he  had  had  in  his  poffeflion;  it 
is  therefore  likely  he  may  have  been 
loft,  in  endeavouring  to  make  his 
efcape. 

I  embrace  with  fatisfaftion  the 
opportunity  this  affords  me  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 
a  negotiation  has  been  opened,  for 
a  general  exchange  of  prifoners, 
with  the  commiflioners  of  the 
French  republic  at  Guadaloupe;  the 
commiffary  fent  here  to  treat  on 
that  bufinefs  has  in  confequence 
returned  with  two  hundred  ;  an 
equal  number  of  ours  are  to  be  feat 


by  the  cartel;  when  the  bufinefs  is 
finally  fettled,  I  fliall  have  the  plea-  > 
fure  of  acquainting  you  with  the 
particulars. 

Head -  Quarters ,  Martrnzcof 
SIR,  .  Nov.  13,  1796. 

It  affords  me  great  fatisfa&ion  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  informing 
you  of  the  entire  reduction  of  the 
Brigands  and  pharibs  in  St.  Vin¬ 
cent’s,  which  was  communicated  ta 
me  by  major  general  Hunter  fhortly 
after  I  had  th,e  honour  of  addreffing 
you  on  the  1 6th  ultimo  ;  a  copy  of 
whofe  letter  I  herewith  tranfmit, 
together  with  the  return  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Charles  Graham, 
Major-General. 

St.  Vincent's ,  Oft.  18,  1706. 

SIR,  1  1 

When  I  hafl  the  honour  of  writ¬ 
ing  to  your  excellency  on  the  2 2d 
ol  Augufl,  I  inclofed  a  .copy  of  the 
terms  offered  to  the  Charibs  by  go¬ 
vernor  Seton  and  myfelf,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  fir  Ralph  Abercromby *s 
orders  and  inftrueflions  to  me  upon 
that  fubje<ff.  At  the  fame  time  I 
acquainted  you  with  the  plan  I  had 
adopted  in  order  to  reduce  the  re¬ 
maining  brigands,  and  to  compel 
the  Charibs  to  furrender. 

I  have  now  the  fatisfa&ion  to  in¬ 
form  you  of  the  total  redudtion  of 
the  Brigands  and  pharibs  on  this 
ifland. 

Marin  Padre,  (a  Negro  of  St. 
Lucia)  who  has  commanded  the 
Brigands  and  Charibs  fince  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  Vigie,  and  who  had 
great  influence  and  authority  over 
both,  furrendered  on  the  2d  in- 
flam. 

The  number  of  Brigands  who 
have  furrendered  or  have  been  taken 
fince  the  4th  of  July  amounts  to 
725,  the  number  of  Charibs  104633, 
including  women  and  children. 

I  have 
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I  have  much  pleafure  in  making 
known  to  you,  for  his  majefly’s  in¬ 
formation,  the  zeal,  a&ivity,  and 
humanity  which  have  actuated  eve¬ 
ry  defcription  of  officers  and  fol- 
-diers  employed  under  my  command 
during  the  whole  of  the  Charib  war; 
and  I  am  happy  to  fay,  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  fcafon  of  the  year 
and  the  fatigue  the  troops  have  un¬ 
dergone,  they  are  in  general  very 
healthy. 

Incloled  you  will  receive  a  re¬ 
turn  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of 
his  majefty's  troops  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Charib  war. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

P.  Hunter,  Maj.  Gen. 

To  his  excellency 
Maj.  Gen.  Graham. 

Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded 

of  His  Majefty’s  Forces  in  the 

Ifland  of  St.  Vincent  between  the 

20th  of  July  and  15th  of  O6I0- 

ber,  1796. 

26th  light  dragoons. —  1  ferjeant, 
1  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

Royal  artillery. - 1  gunner 

wounded. 

3d  foot,  (or  bull's.) — 4  rank  and 
file  killed  ;  2  ferjeants,  19  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

40th  foot. — 4  rank  and  file  kill¬ 
ed  ;  1  lieutenant,  2  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

4*zd  foot. — 1  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
3  rank  and  file  wounded. 

63d  foot. — 3  rank  and  file  killed ; 
l  ferjeant,  6  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2d  Weft  India  regiment. —  1  fer¬ 
jeant,  4  rank  and  file,  killed;  1 
lieutenant-colonel,  1  enftgn,  3  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

Lewenftein’s  chafieurs. — -4  rank 
and  file  killed  ;  2  lieutenants,  1  fer¬ 
jeant,  8  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Haffey’s  St. 
Vincent’s  rangers.— 1  ferjeant,  8 
rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  lieutenant, 


6  ferjeants,  16  rank  and  fjle,  wound¬ 
ed. 

Major  Trench's  St.  Vincent’s 
rangers. — 2  rank  and  file  killed  ;  % 
ferjeants,  8  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Total. — 3  ferjeants,  31  rank  and 
file,  killed  ;  1  lieutenant-colonel,  4 
lieutenants,  1  enfign,  12  ferjeants,  r 
gunner,  66  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

'Officers  wounded. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Graham  and 
enfign  To wes,  of  the  2d  Weft  India 
regiment. 

Lieutenant  Millar  of  the  40th  re¬ 
giment. 

Lieutenants  Beaufire  and  Ro- 
quier,  of  Lewenftein’s  chaffeurs. 

Lieutenant  McKenzie,  of  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  Haffey’s  St.  Vim- 
cent’s  rangers, 

(Signed) 

W.  J.  Currey,  Aid-de-camp. 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  16.  A  letter,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract, 
has  been  received  from  governor 
Seton  bv  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Portland,  his  majefty’s  principal  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  for  the  home  de-  - 
partment,  dated  St.  Vincent’s,  Oc¬ 
tober  12,  1796. 

I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  inform 
your  grace,  that  tranquillity  is  on 
the  eve  of  being  reftored  to  this  co¬ 
lony,  owing  in  a  very  great  meafure 
to  the  unremitted  exertions  of  ma¬ 
jor-general  Hunter,  and  to  his  hu¬ 
mane  conduct  towards  the  enemy 
of  every  defcription.  All  the  Cha¬ 
rib  chiefs  hava  furrendered,  their 
people  are  coming  in  daily,  and  we 
have  at  this  moment  about  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  in  our  poff 
feftion.  Nearly  all  the  Brigands, 
with  their  leader,  have  alfo  fur- 
rendered. 

By  a  fubfequent  letter,  from  the 
governor  to  his  grace,  dated  St. 
Vincent’s,  the  1 6th  of  November 
laft,  it  appears,  that  the  remainder 
of  the  Charibs  and  Brigands  had 

furrendered 
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fujrrendered  themfelves,  and  that 
the  ifland  was  in  a  ftate  of  perfedl 
tranquillity. 

•  1 6.  The  fefhons  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley  clofed,  when  the  recorder  pro¬ 
nounced  fentence  of  death  on 
Thomas  Smith,  for  burglary,  and 
Healing  in  the  day-time;  Nathan 
Jacklin,  for  highway-robbery ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Smith,  William  Green,  John 
Milton,  George  Waring,  and  Tate 
Corbet,  for  burglaries  ;  Thomas 
Ellftone,  for  returning  from  trans¬ 
portation  ;  and  John  Bates,  for  pri¬ 
vately  dealing  in  a  dwelling-houfe 
to  above  the  amount  of  forty  Shil¬ 
lings. 

John  Cunningham,  for  man- 
Batighter,  was  ordered  to  be  impri- 
foned  one  year  in  Newgate,  aud 
fined  is. 

Elizabeth  Waring,  for  receiving 
Bolen  goods,  to  be  tranfported  for 
fourteen  years. 

Lancelot  Knowles  to  be  tranf¬ 
ported  for  feven  years :  as  were 
alfo  Thomas  Bull,  Ann  Rochford, 
George  Morgan,  W.  Nowland, 
Mary  Cordell,  Eliz.  Ogle,  Eliz. 

IS*  W.  Wyatt,  George  Bird, 
Thomas  Spencer,  Elias  Nathan,  G. 

B  ur  lb  ich,  and  James  Dempfey. 

Four  were  ordered  to  be  impri¬ 
soned  for  two  years,  four  for  one 
year,  and  five  for  fix  months. 

Ann  Williams,  Charles  Harris, 
George  Barber,  and  Mary  Lumf- 
dale,  who  had  been  capitally  con¬ 
victed  at  former  fefiions,  were  put 
?othe  bar,  and  offered,  his  majeftv’s 
pardon,  upon  condition  of  being 
«ranfported  to  New  South  Wales 
tor  the  term  of  their  natural  lives; 
which  the  three  firft  accepted  with 
thanks,  but  the  latter  abfolutely  re¬ 
futing,  flie  was  ordered  to  a  con¬ 
demned  cell. 

The  feiftons  were  then  adjourn¬ 
ed  to  Wednefday  the  15th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  next,  *  1 


Admiralty -Office,  Jan.  17,  1797. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  Harvey,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  and  Veftels 
in  the  Leeward  Iflands,  to  Evan 
Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on  board 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  Fort  Royal 
Bay,  Martinique,  November  10, 
1796. 

SIR, 

I  am  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in-, 
formation  of  their  lordfhips,  that 
his  majefty’s  floop  Fury,  on  the 
J  8th  ultimo,  captured,  between  the 
iflands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Croix* 
a  French  national  fchooner,  called 
L’Eiize,  carrying  ten  guns  and  fif¬ 
ty-fix  men,  from  Cape  Franqois 
going  to  St.  Thomas,  which  cap*- 
tain  Evans  fent  into  Tortola. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c.  See. 

Henry  Harvey. 
17.  The  Irifh  loan  of  300,000!. 
vvas  taken  byMeffrs.  Robarts,  Cur¬ 
tis,  and  Co.  bankers,  of  London3 
on  the  following  terms  : 

For  every  iool.  fubferibed, 
iool.  os.  od.  Irifh  3  per  cents. 
4I.  15s.  od.  annuity,  for  13*. 
years. 

The  intereft  to  commence  from 
the  23th  of  September,  1796,  pay¬ 
able  at  the  bank  of  England. 

This  day  the  following  me¬ 
lancholy  intelligence  arrived  from 
America. 

Saya?inah ,  Nov.  29.  On  Saturday 
the  26th  inftant,  this  city  exhibited 
a  feene  of  defolation  and  diftrefs, 
probably  more  awfully  calamitous 
than  any  previoufly  experienced  in 
America.  ? 

Between  fix  and  feven  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  a  fmall  bake-houfe, 
belonging  to  a  Mr.  Gromet,  in 
Market-fquare,  was  difeovered  to 
be  on  fire.  The  citizens,  together 

,  '  o 

with  the  officers  and  crews  of  the 
veftels  in  the  harbour,  were  foon 
convened  ;  but?  unfortunately,  tio’ 

immediate 
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immediate  and  decifive  mea  lures 
were  adopted,  by  which  the  fire 
could  be  Hopped  at  its  beginning. 
The  fortunate  efcape  from  this  de- 
ftrudive  element  which  the  city  for 
many  years  paid  experienced,  had 
greatly  lulled  the  vigilance  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  prevented  fuit- 
able  preparations  for  fuch  a  cala¬ 
mity. 

-  • 

The  period  when  fuch  precau¬ 
tion  and  the  united  efforts  of ‘active 
exertion  could  have  been  ufed,  was, 
however,  of  very  fhort  duration.  ’ 

i  he  feafon,  for  two  months  pre¬ 
vious  to  this  incident,  had  been  drv; 
the  night  was  cold,  and  a  light 
breeze  from  N.  N.  W.  was  foon 
increafed  bv  the  effect  of  the  fire. 
The  covering  of  the  buildings  being 
of  wood,  were  from  the  above  cir^ 
cumftances  rendered  highly  com- 
buftible.  Several  of  the  adjoining 
houfes  were  foon  affeded,  and  then 
almoft  infiantly  in  flames:  the  win'd 
l  now  became  firong,  and  whirled 
into  the  air,  with  agitated  violence, 

I  *arge  flakes  of  burning  fliingles[ 
boards,  and  other  light  fubftances, 
which  alighting  at  a  distance  added 
;  confufion  to  the  other  terrors  of 
the  conflagration. 

The  ufe  of  water  was  now  ren¬ 
dered  totally  vain,  its  common  ex- 
tinguifhing  power feemed  tobelofl. 
Torrents  of  flames  rolled  from 
houfe  to  houfe,  with  a  deftrudive 
rapidity,  which  bid  defiance  to  all 
human  controul,  and  individual 
exertions  were  from  this  time  prin- 
cipally  pointed  towards  the  fecur- 
ing  of  private  property. 

The  direction  of  the  fire  being 
now  committed  to  the  wind",  its 
rage  was  abated  only  when,  by  its 
extending  to  the  common,  it  found 

no  farther  objed,  wherewith  to  feed 
its  fury. 

On  the  north  fide  of  Market- 
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fquare,  and  thence  in  a  fouth-eaft- 
erlv  diredion,  the  inhabitants  were 
enabled,  by  favour  of  the  wind,  to 
fave  their  houfes,  and  limit  the  con¬ 
flagration. —  On  the  other  hand,  by 
the  time  ft  had  extended  on  the  bay, 
nearly  to  Abercorn-ftreet,  the  pro¬ 
digious  quantity  of  heat  already 
produced  in  the  centre  of  the  city 
began  to  draw  in  a  current  of  air 
from  the  eafi,  and  enabled  fome  of 
the  moft  adive  inhabitants  and  fea- 
men  to  fave  a  few  houfes  in  that 
quarter,  after  having  been  in  immi¬ 
nent  danger. 

Between  twelve  and  one,  the  rage 
of. the  fire  abated,  and  few  other 
houfes  from  this  time  took  fire. 
The  exhaufted  fufferers,  of  both 
fexes,  had  now  to  remain  expofed 
to  the  inclemency  of  a  cold  frofty 
night,  and  towitnefs  the  diftreffing 
fpedacle  of  their  numerous  dwell¬ 
ings,  covered  with  volumes  of 
frooke  and  flame,  tumbling  into 
ruins. 

Thus  was  this  little  city,  foon 
after  emerging  from  the  ravages  of 
our  revolutionary  war,  and  which 
had  lately  promiied  a  coufiderabl^ 
figure  aihong  the  commercial  cities  ' 
of  our  filler- Hates,  almoft  deftroyed 
in  a  Angle  night.  The  number  of 
houfes  (excluiive  of  other  build¬ 
ings)  which  are  burned,  is  laid  to 
be  nearly  300,  but  ofthis  (together 
with  an  eftimate  of  property  de¬ 
ftroyed)  a  more  particular  ftatement 
than  we  can  now  furnifh, is  exped- 
ed  ftiortly  to  be  offered  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  We  can  now  only  fay,  that 
two-thirds  of  the  city  appear  in 
ruins,  in  a  di  red  ion  from  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Market-fquare,  along  the 
bay  to  Abercorn-ftreet,  thence  in 
a  foutn-eaft  diredion,  taking  the 
whole  centre  of  the  city  to  the 
fouth  and  eaft  commons  ;  a  few 
houfes  quite  in  the  fouth- eaft  part 

(B)  only 
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only  excepted.  *Tis  faid,  that  three 
or  four  white  men,  and  two  or  three 
negroes,  loft  their  lives  in  rendering 
afiiftance  during  the  fire;  and  whe¬ 
ther  any  more,  is  not  yet  afcer- 
tained. 

During  the  conflagration  on  Sa¬ 
turday  night  laft,  in  four  hours,  229 
houfes,  befides  out-houfes,  &c.  were 
burnt,  amounting  to  one  million  of 
dollars,  exclufive  of  loofe  property  ; 
373  chimneys  are  ftanding  bare,  and 
form  a  difrnal  appearance —  171 
houfes  only,  of  the  compact  part  of 
the  city,  are  ftanding  —  upwards  of 
400  families  are  deftitute  of  houfes. 

New  York,  Saturday ,  Dec.  9. — 
Dreadful  Conflagration.  —  About 
one  o'clock  this  morning,  a  fire 
broke  out  in  one  of  the  ftores  on 
Murray’s  wharf,  coffee -houfe  flip, 
and  raged  with  fuch  furv  as  to  baf- 
fle  all  human  exertion,  till  it  had 
laid  in  allies  the  whole  block  of 
buildings  included  between  that 
flip,  Front-ftreet,  and  the  Fly-mar¬ 
ket.  The  number  of  buildings  con- 
fumed  may  be  from  fifty  to  feventy, 
confiding  moftly  of  large  ware- 
houfes,  with  fome  large  and  valua¬ 
ble  dwelling  houfes.  The  goods  in 
the  ftores  .firft  burnt,  were  all  con- 
fumed,  with  all  the  books  and  pa¬ 
pers  of  the  occupiers.  Of  this  num¬ 
ber  areMefTrs.  Robinfon  and  Harts- 
horne,  Meflrs.  Loomis  and  Tilling- 
haft,  Wit,  and  S.  Robinfon,  and 
the  representatives  of  Nicholas 
Cook. 

The  merchandize  in  the  ftores 
nearer  to  the  Fly-market  was  much 
of  it  faved. 

Fortunately  it  was  high  water, 
and  the  wind  off  fhore,  by  which 
means  the  (hipping  was  faved. 

The  principal  proprietors  of  the 
buildings  burnt,  are  Stewart  and 
Jones,  John  Murray,  jun.  John 
Marfton,  Robert  Browne,  John 
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Taylor,  Carey  Ludlow,  Robert  and 
Peter  Bruce,  and  Henry  H.  Kip. 

Other  fufferers  are  Robinfon  and 
Hartfliorne, Loomis  andTillinghaft, 
eftate  of  Nicholas  Cook,  David 
Wagftaff,  Benjamin  Strong,  John 
Rathbone,  Ilaac  Riley,  David  G. 
Hubbard,  D.  Bethune,  and  Co. 
Scheiwhaufer  and  Co.  —  Many  o- 
thers  who  had  property  ftored  in 
the  warehoufes,  have  buffered  great¬ 
ly,  but  we  cannot  afcertain  their 
names. 

The  prog-refs  of  the  Are  was  fL 
nally  arrefted  by  cutting  down  the 
fiili-  market. 

It  would  be  imprudent  at  prefent 
to  hazard  a  guefs  at  the  amount  of 
property  deftroyed.  It  muft  be  im- 
rnenfe. 

The  warehoufes  were  all  of  wood, 
and  many  of  them  contained  large 
quantities  of  rum  and  fpirits,  which 
rendered  the  flames  terrible  in  rapi¬ 
dity  and  extent. 

December  14.  Serious  caufe  of 
alarm  !  —  Citizens  of  New-York, 
you  are  once  more  called  upon  to 
attend  to  your  fafety.  It  is  no  longer 
a  doubt  —  it  is  a  fad,  that  there  is 
a  combination  of  incendiaries  in 
this  city,  aiming  to  wrap  the  whole 
of  it  in  flames !  — *  The  houfe  of  Mr# 
Lewis  Ogden,  in  Pearl-ftreet,  has 
been  twice'  fet  on  fire  —  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  malicious  intention  is  in¬ 
dubitable,  and  he  has  fent  his  black 
man,  fufpeded,  to  prifon.  Laft 
night  an  attempt  was  made  to  fet 
fire  to  Mr.  Lindfay’s  houfe,  in 
Greenwich  ftreet.  The  combufti- 
bies  left  for  the  purpofe  are  pre- 
ferved  as  evidence  of  the  fad..  An¬ 
other  attempt,  we  learn,  was  made 
laft  night  in  Beekman-ftreet.  A  bed 
t .was  fet  on  fire  under  a  child,  and 
his  cries  alarmed  his  family. 

[In  the  courfe  of  the  above  con¬ 
flagration  at  New-York,  .captain 

Sharpe, 


occurrences. 
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Sharpe,  and  the  crew  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  packet  the  Swallow,  exerted 
themfelves  in  a  manner  to  imprefs 
foitii  the  Wdrm'eft  gratitude  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  New-York.  They  cut 
out  of  the  flames  feveral  veflels  that 
had  a£tually  caught  fire,  and  fa'ved 
the  lives  of  thirty  perfons  who  were 
on  board.  The-  papers  are  full  of 
teftimonies  to  their  brave  and  hu¬ 
mane  exertions.  We  copy  the  fol¬ 
lowing  as  art  example.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  aflo  elated 
underwritefs  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  it  being  unanirnoufly  agreed 
to  exprefs  the  thanks  of  that  body 
to  captain  Sharpe  of  his  Britannic 
majefty’s  packet  Swallow,  for  his 
exertions  at  the  late  fire,  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  was  yefterdav  addrelfed  to 
him  by  their  prefident. 

JoitN  Ferrers,  Sec. 

Nezv-York ,  Dec .  10,  1706. 
SIR,  - 

The  affocrated  underwriters  in 
the  city  of  New-York  take  the  op¬ 
portunity,  before  your  departure 
from  this  port,  to  exprefs  the  fenfe 
they  entertain  of  the  fer vices  you 
rendered  the  commercial  interefts 
of  this*  city,  by  your  ready  afiift- 
ance  and  exertions  at  the  fire which 
happened  in  the  night  of  the  &th 
inftant,  to  which  muft  be  attributed, 
in  a  great  degree,  the  fafety  of  a 
number  of  velTels  from  the  confe¬ 
rences  of  that  calamity. 

They  alfo  requeft  the  favour  of 
you  to  diftribute  the  enclofed  fum 
among  th'ofe  perfons  who  aided  you 
with  their  fervices  on  that  occa¬ 
sion. 

I  beg  leave  to  fhbfcribe  myfelf 
In  behalf  of  the  aftbciation, 

With  much  refpeff,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  fer  van  f* 

,  '  .  C.  Sands,  Prefident. 

jfo/w  Sharpe ,  Efq,  comittander  \f  his 
Bntannic  majejty's  packet  Swallow. 


To  which  captain  Sharpe  re¬ 
turned  the  following  anfwer : 

SIR, 

It  gives  me  infinite  fatisfaffion 
to  find  that  any  part  of  my  conduct 
during  the  late  melancholy  and  di- 
ft  re  fling.  conflagration,'  fhould  be 
eonfidered  as  meriting,  in  the  fmall- 
eft  degree,  the  attention  of  fo  re- 
fpeffable  a  body  of-  merchants ;  at 
the  fame  time,  I  beg  to  alfure  youy 
on  that  calamitous  occafion,  I  felt 
it  no  Ids  my  duty  than'  my  inclina¬ 
tion  to  exert  my  beft  endeavours  to 
flop  the  rapid  prog-refs  of  an  ene¬ 
my  which  threatened  the  total  de- 
ftruftion  of  fo  great  a  commercial, 
eitv.  I  feel,  fir,  deeply  for  the  very 
heavy  Ioffes  which  many  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  New-York”  muff  have 
experienced  on  the  occafion,  and 
lament  that  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  have  rendered  them  more  effec¬ 
tual  aid  and  afiiftance. 

I  cannot  omit  to  exprefs  to  you, 
how  much  I  feel  myfelf  indebted 
to  Dr.  William  Bacbe,  for  bis  inde¬ 
fatigable  exertions  and  afiiftance  on. 
board  the  two  firft  ftiips  tranfported 
from  the  flames. 

The  fum  of  money  which  you 
have  To  liberally  voted,  fhaiibe  dis¬ 
tributed  agreeably  to  your  wiilies. 

I  have  the  honour  to*  be, 

With  the  utmoft  refpecft,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant? 

John  Sharpe, 
His  Britannic  majejly' s  packet 
Swallow . 

Comfort  Sands,  Efq.  prefident  of 
the  affociated'  underwriters. 
-December  12,  1796. 

Jan.  19;  A  confiderable. change 
has  taken  place  in  the  pofition  of 
the  ftones  which  form  that  extraor¬ 
dinary  relic  of  the  ancient  fuperfti- 
tions  of  our  countrymen,  called 
Stonehenge.  This  change  took 
place  on  the  3d  inftant,  and  is  at- 

(B  2)  tributed 


[Jammy* 


(40)  t  k  I  N  C 

tributed  to  the  rapid  thaw  which  on 
that  day  fucceeded  a  very  hard 
fro  ft.  The  following  is  ail  extract 
of  a  ,  letter  from  Salilbury  on  the 
fubje£t : 

On  the  3d  inft.  fome  people  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  plough,  near  Stone¬ 
henge,  remarked  that  three  of  the 
larger  ftones  had  fallen,  and  were 
apprifed  of  the  time  of  their  fall  by 
a  very  coiifiderable  concuflion,  or 
jarring,  of  the  ground.  Thefe  ftones 
prove  to  be  the  weflern  of  thofe 
pairs,  with  their  impofts,  which 
have  had  the  appellation  of  trili- 
thons.  They  had  long  deviated 
from  its  true  perpendicular.  There 
were,  originally,  five  of  thefe  trili- 
thons,  two  of  which  are,  even  now, 
ft  ill  remaining  in  their  ancient  ftate. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  no  account 
has  ever  been  recorded  of  the  fall¬ 
ing  of  the  others,  and,  perhaps,  no 
alteration  has  been  made  in  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Stonehenge  for  three 
centuries  prior  to  the  prefent  tre¬ 
mendous  downfall.  The  impoft, 
which  is  the  fmalleft  of  the  three 
ftones,  is  fuppofed  to  weigh  20 
tons.  They.ali  now  lie  proftrate 
on  the  ground,  and  have  received  no 
injury:  from  their  aerial  feparation. 

.  They  fell  flat  weft vy a rd,  and  le¬ 
velled  with  the  ground  a  ftone  alio 
of  the  fee  on  d  circle,  that  flood  in 
the  line  of  their'  precipitation.  From 
the  lower  ends  of  the  fupporters 
being  now  expofed  to  view,  their 
prior  depth  in  the  ground  is  fatis- 
fadtorilv  afeertained  •  it  appears  to 
have  been  about  fix  feet.  The 
ends,  however,  having  been  cut  ob¬ 
lique,  neither  of  them  was,  on  one 
fide,  more  than  a  foot  and  a  half 
deep.  Two  only  of  the  five  trili- 
thons,  of  which  the  adytum  con¬ 
fided,  are  now,  therefore,  in  their 
original  pofition.  The  deftruftion 
of  any  part  of  this  grand  oval  we 
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mttft  peculiarly  lament,  as  it  was 
compofed  of  the  mod  ftupendous 
materials  of  the  whole  ftru£ture. 

2i.  This  night,  at  11  o’clock,  a 
cottage  at  Newtown  Ferrers,  about 
eleven  miles  from  Plymouth,  in 
which  ftept  an  induftrious  widow 
(cottager)  and  her  two  children, 
was  overwhelmed  by  the  burfting 
of  a  very  large  field  and  orchard  on 
a  hill  above  the  cottage,  in  Mem- 
blard-lane.  It  totally  deftroyed  tire 
cottage  and  a  barn,  and  fuffocated 
the  widow  and  her  two  children, 
who  were  found  dead  under  a  very 
great  heap  of  earth,  elm-trees,  and 
cider-trees.  A  large  chaftn  in  the 
field  above  the  cottage  was  found, 
out  of  which  iffued  a  rivulet  of 
water.  The  farmers  imagine  it  was 
awing  to  the  burfting  of  a  fpring, 
that  this  accident  happened.  The 
bodies  were  dug  out  on  Monday  ; 
and  Mr.  Whitford,  coroner  for  the 
fouthern  diftrkl  of  Devon,  took  an 
inquifition,  and  the  jury  returned  a 
verdhft,  u  Accidental  death.’* 

From  the  London  Gazette,  Jan.  2  r. 

Admiraliy-Ojfi.ce ,  fan.  20,  1797* 
Gopv  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  Harvey  to  Mr.  ^Nepean, 
dated  on  board  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Fort  Royal  Bay,  Marti¬ 
nique,  December  4,  1796. 

SIR, 

You  will  pleafe  to  acquaint  their 
lordftiips,  that  a  few  hours  after  I 
anchored  with  the  fquadron  in 
this  bay,  the  2d  inftant,  I  received 
a  letter  from  captain  Barton,  of  his 
majefty’s  fliip,  Lapwing,  acquaint¬ 
ing  me  that  he  had  deftroyed  the 
French  fliip  Le  Deckis,  and  La 
Vaillante  brig,  off  St.  Martin’s,  and 
that  two  French  frigates,  La  The¬ 
tis  and  La  Penfee  were,  at  anchor 
off  St.  Martin’s  ;  referring  me  to 
lieutenant  St.  Clair  for  further  in¬ 
formation. 

In 
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In  confequence  of  the  two  fri¬ 
gates  lying  at  St.  Martin’s,  I  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  the  Beliona  and 
Invincible  to  St.  Kitt’s,  and  di¬ 
rected  captain  Wilfon  to  obtain 
fuch  information  as  was  necefiary 
at  that  ifiand,  and  then  proceed  to¬ 
wards  St.  Martin’s  and  Anguilla, 
ufing  his  belt  endeavours  to  deftroy 
the  French  frigates,  and  protect  the 
ifland  of  Anguilla;  and  he  failed  the 
fame  evening  on  that  fervice. 

Captain  Barton  having  referred 
me  to  lieutenant  St.  Clair,  whom 
he  detached  in  a  Danilh  fchooner 
with  his  letter,  it  appears  that  the 
French  had  landed  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  men  on  the  ifland  of  Anguilla, 
the  26th  ultimo,  and  that  after  hav¬ 
ing  plundered  the  ifland, and  burnt 
feveral  houfes,  and  committed  eve¬ 
ry  devaluation  pofiible,  attended 
with  ads  of  great  cruelty  ;  that  on 
the  appearance  pf  the  Lapwing 
they  re-embarked.  their  troops  the 
night  of  the  26th,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  early,  the  Lapwing 
came  to  aCtion  with  the  Decius  of 
twenty-fix  guns,  and  Vaillante  brig, 
mounting  four  thirty-two  and  twen¬ 
ty-four  pounders,  as  a  gun  velfel ; 
that  after  a  clofe  aClion  of  about  an 
hour  the  brig  bore  away,  and  in 
half  an  hour  after  the  Decius  {truck 
her  colours.  The  brig  ran  on  fhore 
on  St.  Martin’s,  and  by  the  fire  of 
the  Lapwing  was  defiroved  ;  that 
on  the  Lapwing  taking  poflellion 
of  the  Decius,  it  was  found  file  had 
about  eighty  men  killed  and  forty 
wounded,  being  full  of  troops;  that 
the  following  dav  the  Lapwing  was 
chafed  bv  two  large  French  fri- 
gates,  and  captain  Barton  found  it 
necefiary  to  take  the  prifoners  and 
his  men  out  of  the  Decius,  and  let 
fire  to  her,  when  he  returned  to  St. 
Kitt's,  and  landed  one  hundred  and 
feventy  prifonersf 
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I  (hall  take  the  earliefi:  opportu¬ 
nity  of  tranfmitting  any  further  ac¬ 
counts  which  may  be  lent  by  cap¬ 
tain  Barton;  but  it  evidently  ap¬ 
pears  that  captain  Barton’s  conduct 
was  highly  meritorious  by  the  cap¬ 
ture  and  deftruCfion  of  this  force  of 
the  enemy,  andfaving  the  ifland  of 
Anguilla  from  further  depredation. 

The  French  troops  employed  on 
this  fervice  were  picked  men  from 
Guadaloupe ;  and  there  is  great 
reafon  to  fuppofe  the  greatefi:  part 
of  them  have  been  taken  or  de- 
liroyed.  Many  of  the  foidiers  were 
drowned  in  attempting  to  fwim  on 
fhore. 

The  Lapwing  had  but  one  man 
killed  (the  pilot),  and  fix  men 
wounded. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  Henry  Harvey, 
Admiralty  Office^  Jan.  21,  1797. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Pefiew,  Bart.  Captain  of  his  Ma~ 
jelly’s  Frigate,  indefatigable,  to 
Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  Ja¬ 
nuary  17,  1797. 

I  have  the  honour  to  m^ke  known 
to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
lords  commilfioners  of  the  admiral¬ 
ty,  that  op  Friday  laft  the  13th  in- 
ftant,  at  half  paft  noon,  in  latitude 
47  3P  N.  Ulhant  bearing 
N.  E.  50  league?,  we  aifcovered  3. 
largfe  Blip  in  the  N.  W.  quarter, 
fleering  under  eafv  fail  for  France  ; 
the  wind  was  then  at  weft,  blowing 
hard,  with  thick,  hazy  weather.  I 
infiantly  made  the  fignal  to  the 
Amazon  for  a  general  chafe,  and 
followed  it  by  the  fignal  that  the 
chafe  was  an  enemy.  At  lour  P.  M. 
the  Indefatigable  had  gained  fuffi- 
ciently  upon  the  chafe  for  me  to 
diftinguifh  very  clearly  that  Hie  had 
two  tier  of  guns,  with  her  lower 
deck  ports  fiiut,  and  that  file  had  no 
poop. 

(B  3)  At, 
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At  fifteen  minutes  before  fix  we 
Drought  the  enemy  to  clofe  action, 
which  continued  to  be  well  fup- 
ported  on  both  fides  near  an  hour, 
when  we  unavoidably  fhot  a-head  ; 
at  this  moment  the  Amazon  ap¬ 
peared  a-ftern,  and  gallantly  Ap¬ 
plied  our  place;  but  the  eagernefs 
of  captain  Reynolds  to  fecond  his 
friend,  had  brought  him  up  under 
a  prefs  of  fail,  and,  after  a  well  fup- 
portedand  clofe  fire  for  a  little  time, 
he  alfo  unavoidably  fhot  a-head. 
The  enemy,  who  had  nearly  eftedled 
running  me  on  board,  appeared  to 
be  much  larger  than  the  Indefatiga¬ 
ble,  and,  from  her  very  heavy  fire 
of  mufquetry,  I  believe  was  full  of 
men  ;  this  fire  was  continued  until 
the  end  of  the  action  with  great  vi¬ 
vacity,  although  fhe  frequently  de¬ 
fended  both  fides  of  the  (hip  at  the 
fame  time. 

As  foon  as  we  had  replaced  fome 
neceiiary  rigging,  and  the  Amazon 
had  reduced  her  fail,  we  commenced 
a  fecond  attack,  placing  ourfelves, 
after  fome  raking  broadfides,  upon 
each  quarter  ;  and  this  attack,  often 
within  piftol  {hot,' was  by  both  fhips 
unremitted  for  above  five  hours : 
we  then  fheered  off  to  fecure  our 
mails,  It  would  be  needlefs  to  re¬ 
late  to  their  lordfhips  every  effort 
that  we  made  in  attack,  which  com¬ 
menced  at  a  quarter  before  fix 
P,  M.  and  did  not  ceafe,  excepting 
at  intervals,  until  half  part  four 
A.  M.  I  believe  ten  hours  of  more 
fevere  fatigue  was  fcarcely  ever  ex¬ 
perienced  ;  the  fea  was  high,  the 
people  on  the  main  deck  up  to  their 
middles  in  water,  fome  guns  broke 
their  breechings  four  times  over, 
fome  drew  the  ring-bolts  from  the 
fides,  and  many  of  them  were  re¬ 
peatedly  drawn  immediately  after 
loading;  all  our  mails  were  much 
wounded,  the  main  top-malt  com¬ 


pletely  unrigged,  and  faved  only  by 
unedmmon  alacrity. 

At  about  twenty  minutes  paft 
four,  the  moon  opening  rathe** 
brighter  than  before,  fhewed  to 
lieutenant  .George  Bell,  who  was 
watchfully  looking  out  on  the  fore- 
cattle,  a  glimpfe  of  the  land ;  he  had 
fcarcely  reached  me  to  report  it, 
when  we  faw  the  breakers.  We 
were  then  clofe  under  the  enemy’s 
fiarboard  bow,  and  the  Amazon  as 
near  her  on  the  larboard;  not  an 
inttant  could  be  loft,  and  every  life 
depended  upon  the  prompt  execu¬ 
tion  of  my  orders ;  and  here  it  is 
with  heart-felt  pleafure  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  full  value  of  my  officers 
and  fliip’s  company,  who,  with  in¬ 
credible  alacritv,  hauled  the  tacks 
on  board,  and  made  fail  to  the 
fouthward.  The  land  could  not  be 
afeertained,  but  we  took  it  to  be 
Ufnant,  and  in  the  bay  of  Brett, 
crippled  as  we  were,  I  had  no  par¬ 
ticular  fears,  but  before  day  we 
again  faw  breakers  upon  the  lee 
bow ;  the  {hip  was  inltantly  wore 
to  the  northward,  and  being  then  , 
fatisfied  that  the  land  we  had  before 
feen  was  not  Ufhant,  the  lingering 
approach  of  day-light  was  mo  if 
anxioufly  looked  for  by  all;  and  foon 
after  it  opened,  feeing  the  land  very 
clofe  a-head,  we  a?ain  wore  to  the 
fouthward,  in  twenty  fathoms  wa¬ 
ter,  and  a  few  minutes  after  difeo- 
vered  the  enemy,  wfio  had  fo  brave¬ 
ly  defended  herfelf,  lying  on  her 
broadfide,  and  a  tremendous  fur f 
beating  over  her.  The  miferable 
fate  of  her  brave  but  unhappy 
crew  was  perhaps  the  more  fincerely 
lamented  bv  us,  from  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  (uttering  a  fimilar  misfor¬ 
tune.  We  patted  her  within  a 
mile,  in  a  very  bad  condition,  hav¬ 
ing  at  that  time  four  feet  water  in 
our  hold,  a  great  fea,  and  the  wind 

dead 
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dead  on  the  fhore ;  but  we  had  as¬ 
certained,  beyond  a  doubt,  our 
fituation  to  be  that  of  Hodierne 
Bay,  and  that  our  fate  depended 
upon  the  pofiible  chance  of  wea¬ 
thering  the  Penmark  rocks.  Ex- 
haufted  as  we  were  with  fatigue, 
every  exertion  was  made,  and 
every  inch  of  canvas  fet  that 
could  be  carried,  and  at  eleven 
A.  M.  we  made  the  breakers, 
and,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  wea¬ 
thered  the  Penmark  rocks  about 
half  a  mile. 

The  Amazon  had  hauled  her 
wind  to  the  northward,  when  we 
flood  to  the  fouthward;  her  con¬ 
dition  I  think  was  better  than 
ours,  and  I  knew  that  her  activity 
and  exertions  were  fully  equal  to 
any  thing  that  could  be  effected 
under  ftmilar  circumftances ;  the 
judgment  with  which  file  was  ma¬ 
naged  during  fo  long  an  adlion, 
and  the  gallantry  of  her  attacks, 
could  not  but  merit  the  higheft 
commendation,  and  to  the  heart 
of  a  friend  it  was  peculiarly  grati¬ 
fying.  I  have  full  as  much  reafon 
to /peak  highly  of  my  own  officers 
and  men,  to  whom  I  owe  infi¬ 
nite  obligations.  The  lieutenants, 
Thomfon,  Norway,  and  Bell,  lieu¬ 
tenants,  O’Connor  and  Wilfoti,  of 
the  marines,  and  Mr.  Thomfon, 
the  mafler,  have  abundant  claims 
upon  my  gratitude,  as  weli  as  every 
inferior  officer  in  the  fliip.  The 
Sufferings  of  the  Amazon  are  un¬ 
known  to  me  ;  and  I  am  Angular¬ 
ly  happy  to  fay  that  my  own  are 
inconfiderable.  The  Arft  lieute¬ 
nant,  Mr.  Thomfon,  a  brave  and 
worthy  officer,  is  the  only  one  of 
that  defcription  wounded,  with 
eighteen  men ;  twelve  of  which 
number  have  wounds  of  no  ferious 
£onfequence,  conftfting  chiefly  of 


violent  contufions  from  fplinters.  I 
am,  &c. 

(Signed)  Ed.  Pellew. 

The  fame  Gazette  announces 
the  capture  of  La  Ville  de  l’Orient, 
a  large  French  fliip,  having  on 
board  400  huffars,  with  a  great 
quantity  of  ammunition,  by  the 
Druid  ;  of  the  Atalanta  of  16  guns 
and  120  men,  off  Cape  Clear,  by 
capt.  Barlow  of  the  Phoebe  ;  of  the 
La  Favorite,  French  privateer,  of 
8  guns,  and  60  men,  by  the  Hind, 
lieut.  Gardiner ;  of  the  brig 
l’Allegre,  by  the  Spitfire ;  and  of 
the  l’Eclair  of  18  guns  and  120 
men,  by  the  Unicorn,  fir  Thomas 
Williams. 

25.  J*  W.  Haygarth,  G.  Trnf- 
fel,  J.  Bowen,  A.  Brown,  A.  War-, 
ham,  W.  Ofmond,  and  W.  Bamp- 
ton,  old  lieutenants  in  his  majefty’s 
navy,  are  juft  chofen  to  be  the 
feven  poor  naval  knights  of  Wind- 
for,  a  new  eftabliftiment  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  nature,  according  to  the  will 
of  the  late  S.  Travers,  efq. ;  each 
has  an  apartment  near  the  caftle, 
and  60I.  per  annum  falary,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  half  pay,  with  12I. 
per  annum  additional  to  the  fenior. 
They  are  Angle,  and  without  child¬ 
ren,  according  to  the  faid  will. 
Two  efiates  in  Eflex  are  fettled  in 
truft  to  make  good,  the  faid  efta- 
blifhment. 

Downing-]}? eet,  yan.  30.  Official 
accounts  have  this  dav  been  re- 

j 

ceived  from  Mr.  Robert  Craufurd, 
of  the  furrender  of  Kehl,  on  the 
10th  inft.  to  the  Auftrians,  after  a 
Aege  of  49Aays,  It  appears,  that 
from  Dec.  31.  to  Jan.  7,  feveral  at¬ 
tacks  had  been  made  by  the  Au¬ 
ftrians  upon  the  enemy’s  principal 
outworks,  in  all  of  which  the  for¬ 
mer  were  completely  fuccefsful. 
Mr.  Craufurd  fpeaks  in  the  higheft 
(B  4)  terms 
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terms  of  the  /In ill  and  perfevefance 
of  his  royal  highnefs  the  archduke 
Charles,  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  of  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Oi  "ange,  and  of  the  patience  and 
chearfnlnefs  w-ith  which  the  troops 
fubmitted  to  the  greateft  hard- 
ihips.  * 

31*  About  6  this  evening,  as  the 
earl  of  Strathmore  was  proceeding 
in  a  poft-chaife  near  Finchley  com¬ 
mon,  the  chaife,  in  which  were  his 
lord  ill  i  [)  and  a  French  nobleman, 
was  flopped  by  two  highwaymen, 
one  of  whom  came  up  to  the  win¬ 
dow,  and  prefented  a  piftol  to  his 
Iordfliip,  which  he  attempted  to 
fire,  but  if  ha  feed  in  the  pan  ;  at 
the  fame  inftant  .his  lordlhip  dif- 
charged  a  piece  at  the  robber, 
which  fh'ot  him  in  the  neck,  and 
he  dire  (fitly  fell  from  his  horfe,  and 
expired.  His  companion  made  off 
with  the  greateft  precipitation, 
leading  off  with  him  the  horfe  on 
which  his  comrade  had  rode.  On 
infpeflion  of  the  body,  it  turns 
out  to  be^that  of  William  Lan- 
cafter,  a  very  old  offender,  and 
who  was  liberated  only  on  Mon¬ 
day  laft,  having  been  confined  on 
a  charge  of  robbing  lord  Borring- 
don.  His  Iordfliip,  who  was  on 
his  way  for  Scotland,  immediately 
returned  to  town,  and  fendino-  no¬ 
tice  of  the  accident  to  the  public 
office,  Bow- -ftreet,  Fugion  and  Ri- 
vett,  two  of  the  officers,  who  went 
down,  inftantly  recognifed  him, 
although  difguifed  in  a  moft  extra¬ 
ordinary  manner.  This  is  the 
fame  perfon  who  fome  years  ao-o 
nrutde  his  efcape,  when  in  cuftodv 
for  robbing  Mr.  Staley,  a  king’s 
meffenger. 

31.  The  London  Gazette  an¬ 
nounces  the  capture  of  la  Liberte,  a 
French  lugger,  of  3  carriage-guns, 

4  fwivels,  and  ig  men,  by  the 
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armed  cutter  Griffin,  in  Yarmouth, 
roads. 

FEBRUARY. 

1.  This  night,  colonel  Frederic, 
foil  of  the  late  Theodore,  king  of 
Cprfica,  fliot  himfelf  in  the  weft 
porch  of  Weftminfter  Abbey. 

2.  The  coroner’s  jury  met  at  St. 
Margaret’s  work-hpufe,  in  Dean- 
ftrect,  Weitmifter,  on  the  body  of 
the  late  colonel  Frederic. 

Thomas  Sterling,  of  Northum¬ 
berland-  ftreet,  Strand,  faid  he  had 
known  the  deceafed  for  a  number 
of  years,  particularly  for  the  laft  fe- 
ven  years,  during  which  time  the 
deceafed  had  lodged  in  bis  houfe. 
That  he  had  always  been  of  a  moft 
lively  difpofition  till  within  thefe 
few  months,  when  his  conduft  be¬ 
came  very  unfettled  ;  and  he  un- 
derftood  it-  arofe  from  the  derange¬ 
ment  of  his  circumftances. 

The  witnefs  gave  a  very  long 
and  affehling  hiftory  of  the  deceai- 
ed’s  life. 

John  Gretton,  efq.  of  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s -ftreet,  Weftminfter,  gave  a 
long  account  of  his  acquaintance 
with  the  deceafed,  of  whom  he 
f poke  in  the  higheft  terms,  and 
faid,  that  about  three  months  fince 
the  deceafed  called  upon  him,  and 
appeared  much  altered  in  his  con¬ 
vention  from  what  he  had  *  for¬ 
merly  been,  and  confeffed  he  was 
diftreffied  in  his  circumftances;  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
duchefs  of  Wirtemburg,  wherein 
file  informed  him,  that,  on  account 
of  the  diftrefied  ftate  of  Germany, 
it  was  not  in  her  power  to  conti- 

j. 

nue  the  annuity  of  200I.  a  year  to 
him,  but,  as  a  fubftitute,  ftie  had 
procured  him  a  regiment  of  Ger¬ 
man  infantry,  in  the  difpofal  of 
which  the  deceafed  folkired  the 

alii  fiance 


17970 


OCCURRENC  ES. 


affiPance  of  the  witnefs,  which  was 
complied  with,  and  every  endea¬ 
vour  poffible  was  made  by  the  wit¬ 
nefs  with  the  Eap  India  company 
and  the  Portugnefe  ambaffador;  by 
the  former  it  was  rejected,  b.ift  the 
latter  agreed  to  the  hiring  of  the 
troops,  but  waited  the  fan&ion  of 
his  court  ;  during  the  negotiations 
the  decealed  was  very  impatient, 
and  called  frequently  -  on  the  wit¬ 
nefs,  and  every  time  the  difordered 
Pate  of  his  mind  appeared  to  in- 
creafe.  LafI  Sunday  when  he  call¬ 
ed,  his  behaviour  was  fo  very  vio¬ 
lent,  that  the  witnefs’s  wife  and 
fervants  were  apprehenfive  he  was 
going  to.  attack  the  witnefs’s  life, 
and  he  directed  the  witnefs  to  fend 
a  very  infulting  letter  to  the  Por¬ 
tuguese1  am  baffador  to  break  off  the 
negotiation. 

Elizabeth  Seagur,  who  keeps 
Waghorn’s  coffee-houfe,  Old  Pa¬ 
lace-yard,  faid  Pie  had  known  the 
deceafed  for  thefe  ten  years  pah. 
She  defcribed  his  deranged  conduct 
within  thefe  few  months. 

William  Lynn,  furgeon,  who 
examined  the  body  of  "the  deceaf¬ 
ed,  defcribed  the  mangled  Pate  in 
which  he  found  the  deceafed’s  face 
and  head. 

Cbunfellor  Robinfon  and  Mr. 
O'Bryan,  of  Craven -ftreet,  Strand, 
were  particularly  intimate  with  the 
deceafed,  and  gave  an  account  of 
his  conduit  for  thefe  few  months 
pad.- 

A  witnefs  proved  that*  the  de¬ 
ceafed  borrowed  a  pipol  from  a 
pawnbroker,  in  St.  Martin’s-lane,  a 
few  davs  fince. 

j  ' 

The  jury  returned  a  verdiit,  that 
the  deceafed  had  Plot  himfelf  in  a 
fit  of  infanity. 

The  remains  of  this  unfortunate 
gentleman  were  interred  in  the 
ch#rch-yard  of  St.  Ann’s,  Soho, 


near  to  the  body  of  his  father.  The 
hearfe  was  accompanied  by  two 
mourning  coaches,  in  which  were 
fome  gentlemen,^  who  admired  and 
efteemed  him  when  living,  and 
were  folicitous  of  paying  this  lap 
tribute  to  departed  worth. —About 
an  hour  before  the  interment,  a 
very  refpe&able  perfon  defired  to 
place  upon  the  church- wall,  at  the 
head  of  the  grave,  the  following 
character.  It  was  fubmitted  to 
the  minifler,  who  granted  the  re- 
queP. 

‘  Here,  lie  the  mortal  remains  of 
colonel  Frederic,  fon  of  Theodore, 
king  of  Corhca.  In  his  deport¬ 
ment  he. was  a  Pnifhed  gentleman; 
in  honour,  honePy,  and  truth,  he 
was  princely.  He  was  poor  in  cir¬ 
cumstances,  rich  in  the  poffeffion 
of  the  mop  liberal  heart ;  and  the 
greatep  diftrefs  he  laboured  under 
was  tne  want  of  abilities  to  relieve 
the  diPreffes  of  others.  —  God  be 
with  him.” 

A  proclamation  was  iffued  or¬ 
dering  a  general  faP  in  England, 
on  W edn.efday,  March  8;  and  in 
Scotland  on  Thurfday,  March  9. 

A  court  of  common  council  was 
held  at  Guildhall ;  prefent  the  lord 
mayor,  74  aldermen,  the  two  Pie- 
riPs,  and  200  commoners. 

Mr.  Woodbridge  then  moved, 

Ehat  a  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  majepy,  offer¬ 
ing  our  grateful  thanks  to"his  ma- 
jePy  for  his  conPant  and  paternal 
regard  tor  the  profperity  of  this 
country,  and  the  welfare' and  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  fubieds,  more  parti¬ 
cularly  evinced  in  his  majepy’s 
mop  gracious  and  benevolent  de- 
Bgn  of  rePoring  peace  to  thefe 
realms,  and  deeply  lamenting  that 
his  endeavours  to  obtain  that  de- 
firable  end  have  been  unhappily 
fr uprated  by  the  abrupt  terrtiina'- 

tion 
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tion  of  the  late  negotiation  in  the 
haughty  and  infulting  difmiffal  of 
his  majefty’s  anibaftador  from  Pa¬ 
ris;  expreffing  alfo  the  confolation 
we  derive  from  the  conviction  that 
the  calamities  that  may  attend  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  can  only 
be  afcribed  to  the  exorbitant  views 
and  inimical  difpolition  of  the  pre- 
fent  government  of  France,  and 
alluring  his  majefty  he  may  confi¬ 
dently  rely  on  the  zeal,  public 
fpirit,  and  refources  of  this  corpo¬ 
ration,  for  every  future  exertion 
that  may  be  deemed  neceftary  for 
co  operating  with  our  fellow  fub- 
je<fts  in  the  vigorous  profecution 
of  a  war,  the  termination  of  which 
the  overbearing  and  unreafonable 
condudt  of  the  enemy  has  render¬ 
ed  independent  of  his  majefty’s 
will ;  trufting  however,  that  the 
united  efforts  of  a  loyal  people' 
may  yet  oblige  the  enemy  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  a  juft,  folid,  and  honour¬ 
able  peace  for  Great  Britain  and 
her  allies,  and  thereby  fecurq  the 
future  repofe  and  tranquillity  to 
Europe. 

This  motion  was  feconded  by 
alderman  Lufhington. 

Mr.  Goodbehere,  after  calling 
for  feveral  addreffes,  which  were 
read,  moved,  by  way  of  amend¬ 
ment, 

That  the  propofed  addrefs  to  the 
throne  is  unneceffarv,  as  the  tefti- 
monies  of  loyalty  prefented  by  this 
court,  together  witn  the  lupport  it 
has  given  and  tendered  in  aid  of 
the  war,  muff  have  afforded  indu¬ 
bious  proof  of  this  city’s  zeal  and 
regard  for  the  honour  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  crown  and  the  intereft  of 
his  people,  and  cannot  fail  deeply 
to  imprefs  the  royal  breaft  with  a 
fenfe  of  the  inexpreffible  concern 
the  members  of  this  corporation 
fed  in  the  fruitration  of  the  tfforts 
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his  majefty  has  employed  to  obtain 
the  bleflings  of  peace. 

This  amendment  was  feconded 
by  Mr.  Griffiths. 

A  long  debate  enfued,  and  the 
principal  fpeakers  were  fir  James 
Sanderfon,  Mr.  aid.  Lufhington, 
Meffrs.  Kemble,  Dixon,  Birch, 
Hodgfon,  Simmonds,  Goodbehere, 
Griffiths,  and  Waithman. 

The.  qiieftion  being  put,  there 
appeared, 

For  the  amendment, 

2  aldermen 
67  commoners 
2  tellers 

71 

Againft  the  amendment, 

12  aldermen 
123  commoners 
2  tellers 


137 

Majority  66  againft:  amendment, 

Mr.  Waithman,  in  a  long  and 
able  fpeech,  moved  the  following 
amendment  : 

That  a  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  affur- 
ing  ^im  of  the  lively  intereft  we 
feel  m  fupporting,  as  a  branch  of 
the  conftitution,  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  and  expreff- 
ing  our  folicitude  for  the  happi- 
nefs  of  his  majefty  and  his  auguft 
family,  regretting  that  the  tenor 
of  the  inftru&ions  fent  to  lord 
Malmelbury,  appointed  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  negotiate  a  peace  with  the 
French  nation,  ftiould  have  had  fo 
little  tendency  to  conciliate  the 
mutual  animoftties,  and  adjuft  the 
fubfifting  claims  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions';  lamenting  that  his  majefty’s 
minifters,  by  preferring  demands 
apparently  inadmiffible,  ftiould 
provoke  the  difmiffal  of  his  ma* 
jeftv’s  ambaffador,  and  render  the 
r.  profpeft 
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profpefl  of  peace,  fo  neceffary  to 
Ithe  welfare  and  profperlty  of  this 
Country,  an  object  *  of  'doubtful 
hope  and  fearful  uncertainty  —  re¬ 
minding  his  majeftv,  that  his  faith¬ 
ful  fubjedfs,  during  the  prefent 
jdifafl rous  conte  ft,  have  hitherto 
patiently  fubrr.itted  to  oppreffive 
and  accumulated  burthens  and  un- 
conftituiional  abridgment  of  their 
rights  and  liberties  ;  and  conceiv¬ 
ing  that  a  farther  profecution  of  the 
prefent  war,  for  the  fupport  of  his 
majefty’s  allies,  (in  which  Great 
Britain  hath  no  intereft)  would  be 
highly  detrimental  to  his '  majefty’s 
fubjeds,  and  unavailing  in  its  ef¬ 
fects ;  to  implore  his  majefty  to  di- 
red  that  fuch  fteps  may  be  taken 
to  avert  the  evils  inseparable  from 
a  continuance  of  hoftilities,  as  fhall 
rnanifeft  to  the  whole  world  a  ftn- 
cere  and  ardent  defire  on  the  'part 
of  this  country,  to  heal  the  wounds 
of  differing  humanity,  and  une¬ 
quivocally  to  demonflrate  a  ferious 
flifpofition  to  promote  the  repofe 
of  Europe,  and  to  allure  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  fhould  unexpededly  his 
gracious  endeavours  to  reftore# 
peace  be  defeated  by  the  unrea¬ 
sonable  demands  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion,  that  we  will  cordially  co¬ 
operate  in  every  meafure  that  may 
appear  neceffarv  to  compel  the 
enemy  to  a  pacification,  conftftent 
with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
qrown,  and  the  liberties  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  people. 

The  amendment  was  negatived 
—the  original  queftion  wTas  then 
carried,  and  a  committee  appointed 
of  all  the  aldermen  and  a  com¬ 
moner  out  of  each  ward,  who 
>vithdrew,  and  drew  up  an  ad- 
drefs,  which  was  approved  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  prefented  to  his  ma- 
jjefty,  by  the  whole  court. 

7*  In  the  court  of  King’s  Bench, 
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lord  Walpole -y.  lord  Cholmondeley, 
this  was  a  cafe  which  came  before 
the  court  upon  a  writ  of  error  from 
the  Common  Pleas,  [fee  our  lalll 
volume  p.  (24.)]  where  there  had 
bedn  a  trial  at  bar,  and  a  verdict  had 
been  given  for  lord  Cholmondeley. 
In  addition  to  the  writ  of  error, 
there  was  a  bill  of  exceptions,  tend-x 
ed  on  the  part  of  the"  plaintiff  in 
error,  on  account  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  having  refufed  to 
receive  certain  parole  evidence  at 
the  trial. 

The  difpute  arofe  upon  the  codi¬ 
cil  of  the  will  of  the  late  lord  Or- 
ford .  H  is  lordfhip  had  made  two 
wills,  the  one  dated  in  the  year 
1752,  the  other  in  1756. — By  the 
one,  the  eftate  went  to  the  noble 
family  of  Cholmondeley;  by  the 
other,  to  that  of  Walpole.— The 
queftion  at  the  trial  was— -To  which 
of  the  two  wills  the  codicil  referred? 

The  hngle  queftion  of  law  now 
was — Whether  the  parole  evidence 
which  was  offered  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  ought  to  have  been 
received  ? 

This  queftion  was  very  ably  ar¬ 
gued  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Williams,  for 
the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Pal¬ 
mer,  for  the  defendant  in  error. 

The  court  was  unanimoufly  of 
opinion,  that  the  decifion  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  was  right, 
upon  the  broad  and  general  princi¬ 
ple  of  law,  6  that  no  parole  evi¬ 
dence  fhould  be  received  to  explain, 
the  meaning  of  a  will,  where  there 
is  no  latent  ambiguity  in  the  inftru- 
ment  itfelff  and  therefore  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
was  affirmed. 

11.  In  the  court  of  KingVbench 
Mr.  Law  moved  the  judgment  of 
the  court  upon  John  Smith,  who 
had  been  conviffed  of  a  libel,  [fee 
laft  volume  p.  (67.)] 
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Mr.  Juftice  Afhhurft  addreffed 
the  defendant  to  the  following  ef¬ 
fect  : 

John  Smith,  you  have  been  con¬ 
victed  of  publifhing  one  of  the 
mod  villanous  and  atrocious  libels 
that  e,ver  appeared  in  a  court  of 
juftice.  That  libel  is  contained  in 
a  pamphlet,  entituled,  The  Duties 
of  Citizenfhip,  and  which  has  been 
fo  lately  before  the  court,  in  the 
cafe  of  one  of  your  brethren,  John 
Birks,  that  it  is  quite  unnecefiary 
for  me  to  repeat  any  part  of  it,  for 
every  man  who  heard  it  mull  re¬ 
member,  and  remember  with  hor-j 
ror,  the  nature  of  its  contents; — 
the  tendency  of  which  is  to  under¬ 
mine  and  deftroy  all  law,  all  go¬ 
vernment,  and  all  religion  ;  from 
the  farther  publication  of  fuch  ma¬ 
terials,  the  world  can  never  derive 
either  amufement  or  edification,  it 
is  therefore  much  better  to  bury  it 
in  oblivion  :  indeed  the  onlv  edifi- 
cation  which  others  can  derive,  ei¬ 
ther  from  you  or  your  convidfion, 
is,  that  of  learning  from  your  pn- 
nifhment  and  example,  that  it  is 
far  better  for  them  to  endeavour  to 
earn  an  honed:  livelihood  by  ho¬ 
ned  indudry,  than  by  endeavouring 
to  debauch  the  minds,  and  conta¬ 
minate  the  morals  of  his  majedy’s 
dibjedls. 

But  you  have  made  an  affidavit, 
in  which  a  phyfician  and  a  furgeon 
join  with  you,  dating  that  the  date 
of  your  health  is  fuch  that  a  long 
frnprifonrnent  mud  neceffarily  occa- 
Jfion  your  death.  When  you  publifh- 
ed  the  wicked  pamphlet,  which  is 
the  fubjedt  of  the  prefent  profecu- 
tion,  you  paid  but  little  attention  to 
the  caufe  of  humanity  ;  for  had  it 
fucceeded  to  the  extent  of  your 
wi'fiies,  it  mio-ht  have  endangered 
the  lives’ of  others,  whofe  fafetvand 
welfare  are'  far  more  important  to 
Society  than  yours  ;  therefore  an  ap¬ 


peal  to  the  humanity  of  the  court 
comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  vour 
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mouth  ;  but  this  court  will  never 
lofe  fight  of  humanity,  even  to  the 
mod  undeferving.  You  alleged 
that  the  condition  of  a  certain  pri- 
fon  was  fuch  as  would  occafion 
vour  death,  if  vou  fhould  be  con- 
fined  in  it.  We  therefore  caufed 
to  be  made  diligent  enquiry  as  to 
the  date  of  the  prifon  at  Clerken- 
well,  and  we  are  informed  bv  Mr. 
Mainwaring  and  Dodfor  Glafs,  that 
although  it  has  been  reprefented  to 
us  as  an  unwholefome  prifon, 
where  people  are  daily  dying,  yet 
the  fa dl  is  not  fo,  and  that  although 
Jofeph  Birks  was  fent  there  in  a  bad 
date  of  health,  yet  by  the  difeipline 
of  the  prifon  he  is  redored  to 
health;  and  that  although  149  pri- 
foners  have  been  confined  there  for 
feveral  months,  there  has  not  been 
one  death,  except  that  of  one  per- 
fon  who  was  brought  there  in  a 
dying  date.  This  intelligence  has 
relieved  the  court  from  an  anxiety 
which  was  the  effedt  of  its  feeling 
and  humanity.  Blit  our  duty  to 
our  king  and  country  demand  from 
us  to  take  care  not  to  differ  to  be 
let  loofe  upon  the  public  fuch  mon- 
ders  of  iniquity  as  you  are.  The 
court  having  confidered  the  whole 
of  your  cafe,  doth  therefore  adjudge 
and  order  that,  for  this  your  offence, 
you  be  imprifoned  and  kept  to  hard 
labour  in  the  houfe  of  corredtion, 
in  Clerkenvvell,  for  two  years,  and 
that,  at  the  end  of  your  imprison¬ 
ment,  you  do  enter  into  your  own 
recognizance  in  the fum  of  ioool.for 
your  good  behaviour  for  five  years  ; 
and  I  wifti  you  to  keep  it  in  mind, 
if  you  are  guilty  of  any  offence  in 
that  time,  fo  as  to  forfeit  that  recog¬ 
nizance,  you  mud  take  it  upon 
vourfelf,  and  not  upon  the  court 
that  imprifons  you. 

Lord  Kenyon— -After  the  misre¬ 
presents 
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prefentation  which  has  taken  place, 
and  from  what  we  now  know  of 
the  prifon  at  Clerkenwell,  we  were 
called  upon,  and  we  think  we  could 
not  do  better,  than  to  fend  this  per- 
fon  there.  This  prifon,  I  verily 
believe,  is  admirably  regulated.  I 
with  that  every  other  prifon  was  in 
the  fame  condition.  I  with  that 
every  keeper  of  a  prifon  would  re¬ 
collect  and  feel,  that  he  owes  a  duty 
to  the  public,  that  is,  to  fee  that  the 
prifon  under  his  care  is  duly  regu¬ 
lated.  Inftead  of  this,  I  am  forry 
to  hear  that,  in  many  prifons,  there 
are  fome  of  the  molt  Blocking  fcenes 
of  riot  and  confufion  :  that  in  fome 
of  them  are  committed  offences  of 
the  greateft  enormity.  I  wifh  the 
keepers  of  fuch  prifons  to  remem¬ 
ber,  that  their  inattention  in  fuch 
cafes  is  highly  criminal  in  them. 
That  fuch  inattention  in  the  keeper 
of  a  prifon  is,  by  law,  an  indictable 
offence.  That  there  muff  be  a  re¬ 
formation,  a  l'peedy  reformation, 
in  thefe  things,  or  elfe  fevere  pu- 
niffiment  muff  follow. 

The  prifoner  faid,  I  will  not  de¬ 
tain  the  court  for  half  a  minute. 
This  fentence  is  equal  to  a  fentence 
of  death  upon  me. 

Lord  Kenyon. — We  have  exa¬ 
mined,  with  a  minute  anxiety,  into 
the  condition  of  this  prifon,  and 
of  this  prifoner,  and  we  have  found 
the  whole  that  has  been  represent¬ 
ed  by  him  is  a  grofs  impofition  in 
every  part  of  it.  All  that  has  been 
faid  by  him  with  refpeCf  to  the 
prifon  is  grofsly  falfe.  We  have 
the  examination  of  a  phyfician 
refpe&ing  the  ftate  of  the  health  of 
this  very  prifoner  now  ff  an  ding 
upon  the  floor.  That  phyfician 
was  alked,  ‘'Whether  the  ftate  of 
the  prifoner’s  health  is  fuch  as  that 
his  life  would  be  endangered  if  he 
was  confined  and  fubjeCfed  to  the 
difcipline  of  this  prifon.’  That 
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very  phyfician,  who  attended  hirn 
for  this  very  purpofe,  has  anfvvered 
that  queftion  in  the  negative. 

14.  The  London  gazette  an¬ 
nounced  the  capture  of  La  Sans- 
peur,  French  cutter  privateer,  of 
two  fvvivels  and  18  men,  by  the 
Siren,  capt.  Goffelin. 

Philadelphia f  Feb.  8. 

The  prefident  of  the  l'enate  thus 
addreffed  the  two  houfes  « 
Gentlemen  of  the  fenate, 

And  gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
representatives, 

.  By  the  report  which  has  been 
made  to  congrefs  by  the  tellers  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  two  houfes  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  votes,  there  are— 

Votes  for 

John  Adams  -  71 

Thomas  Jefferfon  -  -  -  -  68 

Thomas  Pinckney  -  -  -  59 

Aaron  Burr  30 

Samuel  Adams  -  -  -  -  15 

Oliver  Elfworth  -  -  -  -  n 

George  Clinton  ~  -  -  -  y 

John  Jay . 5 

Jeremiah  Iredell  3 

George  Wafhington  % 

John  Henry  -  2, 

Sam.  Johnfon  -  -  -  -  -  % 

C-  C.  Pinckney  -  -  -  -  -  1 

The  whole  number  of  votes  are 
138;  70  votes,  therefore,  make  a 
majority  ;  fo  that  the  perfon  who 
has  71  votes,  which  is  the  higheft: 
number,  is  eleCted  prefident;  and 
the  perfon  who  has  6a  votes,  which 
is  the  next  higheft  number,  is  e- 
le&ed  vice-prefident. 

The  prefident  of  the  fenate  again 
addreffed  the  two  houfes — 

In  obedience  to  the  conftitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  commands  of  both  houfes  of 
congrefs,  expreffed  in  their  refolu- 
tions  paffed  in  the  prefent  felfion— 
I  declare,  that  John  Adams  is  e- 
leCted  prefident  of  the  United 
States  for  four  years,  to  commence 

on 
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on  the  4th  of  March  next ;  and 
that  Thomas  Jefferfon  is  eleCted 
vice-prefident  of  the  United  States 
for  four  years,  to  commence  on 
the  4th  day  of  March  next.  And 
may  the  fovereign  of  the  univerfe, 
the  ordainer  of  civil  government 
on  earth,  for  the  prefervation  of 
liberty,  juftice,  and  peace  among 
men,  enable  them  both,  conform¬ 
ably  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  difcharpe  the  du¬ 
ties  of  thofe  offices  with  confcien- 
tious  diligence,  punctuality,  and 
perfeverance. 

1 5.  In  the  court  of  Chancery, 
the  attorney  general  addreffed  the 
court  as  follows  : 

My  lord, 

In  the  caufe  of  Burke  and  John 
Owen,  I  am  humbly  to  move  your 
lordffiip,  that  the  defendant,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  fervants  and  work¬ 
men,  may  be  reftrained  from  pnb- 
li filing  a  work,  intituled,  ‘  A  Let¬ 
ter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Edmund  Burke,  to"  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  containing  fifty- 
four  Articles  of  Impeachment  a- 
gainfi:  the  Right  Honourable 
Charles  James  Fox.’  That  the  de¬ 
fendant  and  his  fervants  may  be 
reftrained,  by  the  injunction  of 
this  court,  from  publifhing  fuch 
work,  as  alfo  fuch  other  of  the 
plaintiff’s  letters  as  are  in  his 
hands. 

It  is  ftated,  my  lord,  that  in  the 
year  1792,  the  plaintiff  compofed 
a  work,  confiding  of  a  letter  to  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Portland.  That 
it  was  never  printed  by  the  order 
of  the  plaintiff ;  that  he  never  gave 
the  defendant  order  to  print  or 
publifh  it,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
never  parted  from  his  property 
therein  ;  and  that  therefore  he  ought 
to  have  the  poffeflion  thereof;  that 
the  defendant  obtained  fuch  letter, 
and  has  advertifed  the  publication’ 
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and  is  now  publifhing  and  making 
fa  le  thereof. 

My  lord,  I  do  not  trouble  your 
lordftiip  with  any  obfervation  of 
mine  upon  this  cafe,  my  mind  is 
hardly  equal  to  framing  obferva- 
tions  that  would  fufficiently  deferibe 
this  tranfaCtion.  I  have  an  affida¬ 
vit  of  thefe  fads.  They  are  pofi- 
tively  fworn  to,  not  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  for  he  is  at  prefent  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  . 

The  affidavits  were  then  read. 

Lord  chancellor. — Thefe  injunc¬ 
tions  have  been  very  commonly 
granted,  I  believe,  for  printed 
works  or  publifhing  private  letters.- 
— Take  your  injunction. 

18.  The  London  gazette  an¬ 
nounced  the  capture  of  the  Buona¬ 
parte  privateer,  of  17  guns  and 
82  men,  by  the  Efpion,  capt. 
Dixon;  and  of  the  Jean  Emilie, 
of  10  guns  and  62  men,  by  the’ 
Triton;  and  of  the  Recovery, 
French  privateer,  of  14  guns  and 
46  men,  by  the  fame.  -P-* 

21.  Announced  in  the  London 
gazette  the  capture  of  the  Difficile 
privateer,  of  18  guns  and  206  men,; 
by  the  Phoenix,  Trito.n,  and 
Scourge  ;  of  LeTartane,  privateeff 
of  16  guns  and  60  men,  by  the 
Greyhound,  capt.  Young  ;  and  of 
the  Le  Flibuftier,  French  lugger 
privateer,  of  14  guns  andfixfwivels, 
by  the  Eurvdice,  capt.  Talbot. 

22.  In  the  court  of  King’s -bench, 
Eften  v.  the  duke  of  Hamilton. 
This  was  an  aCtion  brought  to  re¬ 
cover  damages  of  the  defendant, 
for  criminal  converfation  with  the 
plaintiff’s  wife. 

Mr.  Gibbs  opened  the  cafe  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff;  he  ftated 
that  this  adion  was  brought  by  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  James  Eften,  again!? 
the  defendant,  the  duke  of  Hamil¬ 
ton,  to  recover  compenfation  for 
an  injury  which  he  had  received-. 
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in  confequence  of  what  the  jury  had 
heard  Hated  from  the  declaration. 

The  circumftances  which  ought 
to  govern  the  conduct-  of  a  jury  in 
eftimating  damages  in  cafes  of  this 
fort,  were  different  in  almoft  every 
cafe  from  thofe  which  went  before 
it;  but  the  principle  upon  which 
thefe  damages  were  to  be  efti mated 
was  always  the  fame.  The  jury 
would  apply  the  circumftances  of 
this  cafe  to  that  principle,  and  then 
they  would  examine  what  compen- 
fation  was  in  their  opinion  due  to 
Mr.  Eften  ;  whatever  they  thought 
was  due  they  would  give  to  him, 
and  with  that  he  would  be  content. 

Mr.  Eften,  in  the  year  1783,  was 
the  purfer  of  a  ftiip  in  the  navy, 
and  not  opulent.  He  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mrs.  Eften  about 
this  time,  and  in  the  year  1784 
they  were  married  ;  they  lived  to¬ 
gether  in  England,  where  they  had 
a  daughter,  the  iftue  of  the  mar¬ 
riage ;  in  the  year  1787,  they  went 
from  hence  to  Dublin ;  during 
all  this  time  there  was  no  imputa¬ 
tion  upon  either  Mr.  Eften,  or 
Mrs.  Eften’s  honour;  he  continued 
to  fupport  himfelf  and  his  family 
from  his  fituation,  which,  as  had 
been  obferved  already,  was  that  of 
a  purfer,  and  not  a  very  opulent 
one.  Mr.  Eften  was  at  this  time  in¬ 
capable  of  making  for  his  wife  and 
daughter  fuch  further  provifion  as 
he  could  have  wiftied  ;  and  Mrs. 
Eften  imagining  flie  had,  and  as  it 
appeared  flic  had,  talents  for  the 
ftage,  flie  tried  fuch' talents  at  Dub¬ 
lin,  and  flie  was  fuccefsful,  and 
confequently  was  foon  enabled  to 
fupport  herfelf  handfomely  ;  but 
Mr.  Eften  not  cbufing  to  be  a  bur¬ 
then  upon  his  wife,  and  his  em- 
barraflment  having  increafed  on 
him,  and  finding  that  he  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  fupporting  his  wife,  and 
thinking  it  improper,  if  flic  was  ca¬ 


pable,  that  Mrs.  Eften  ftiould  fup¬ 
port  him,  although  fo  well  able  to 
fupport  herfelf,  determined  on 
looking  out  for  means  whereby  to 
better  his  fortune.  Had  Mr.  Eften 
been  left  to  his  own  choice,  no¬ 
thing  would  have  contributed  to 
his  happinefs  fo  much  as  that  of 
living  with  his  family,  but  it  became 
neceflary  for  him  to  try  to  improve 
his  fortune,  and,  therefore  a  tem¬ 
porary  feparation  between  him  and 
Mrs.  Eften  took  place.  Mrs.  Eften 
was  accordingly  left  with  the  child 
at  Dublin,  and  Mr.  Eften  returned 
to  England,  purfued  the  line  of 
life  which  had  been  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  continued  from  that  time 
to  the  prefent  without  the  leaft  im¬ 
putation  upon  his  character.  In  the 
year  1  789,  Mr.  Eften  went  as  pur¬ 
fer  in  his  majefty’s  fhip  the  Europa, 
from  England  to  Jamaica,  and 
from  thence  to  St.  Domingo,  and 
entitled  himfelf  by  his  conduct  to 
the  regard  of  thofe  under  whom 
he  ailed,  and  was  advanced  to  a 
fituation  of  truft  and  profit,  by 
which  his  fortune  was  much  im¬ 
proved,  which  improvement  he 
might  have  enjoyed  with  his  wife, 
but  for  tire  conduit  of  the  duke 
of  Hamilton.  But  for  the  ait  of 
that  noble  duke,  Mr.  Eften  might 
have  enjoyed  the  fociety  and  com¬ 
fort  of  his  wife,  and  with  that 
refpeit  which  he  wiftied.  Mrs. 
Eften  continued  on  the  ftage  un¬ 
til  the  year  1793.  She  quitted  the 
theatre  in  Dublin  and  came  to  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  from  the  time  flie  went 
on  the  ftage  to  the  moment  he  was 
was  about  to  fpeak  of,  the  breath 
of  fcandal  had  been  never  directed 
towards  her  name;  no  imputation 
had  been  caft  upon  her,  that  fne 
had  been  faithlefs  to  her  huiband’s 
bed  ;  and  Mr.  Eften  hoped  he 
would  have  been  able,  as  he  would 
have  been  but  for  the  conduit  of 
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the  defendant,  to  return  to  the  do- 
meftic  comfort  which  it  was  his 
object  to  prepare  when  he  feparated 
for  a  , time  from  his  wife  5  as  he  fair¬ 
ly  left,  fo  he  hoped  upon  his  re¬ 
turn  to  find  the  honour  of  his  wife. 
In  the  year  1793,  as  he  had  Hated 
already,  Mrs.  Ellen  appeared  on 
the  ftage  in  Edinburgh  ;  there  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  met  her ;  what 
means  he  ufed  to  corrupt  her,  he 
knew  not,  but  the  faffs  he  had  to 
Hate  of  her  were  thefe :  that  the 
duke  of  Hamiiton  went  from  his 
palace  in  Scotland  to  the  theatre  in 
Edinburgh,  and  openly,  publicly, 
and  in  the  face  of  day  took  Mrs. 
Eften  into  his  carriage,  and  carried 
her  with  him  in  triumph  to  his  pa¬ 
lace,  where  they  afterwards  lived 
together  publicly  and  avowedly  as 
man  and  wife,  and  from  that,  time 
to  this  the  duke  of  Hamilton  had 
cohabited  with  Mrs.  Eften  as  his 
wife.  The  means  by  which  he 
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praftifed  on  her  virtue  he  could 
not  ftate,  as  he  knew  nothing  of 
them.  He  was  ftating  only  the 
fads,  for  he  knew  of  nothing  elfe  ' 
in  the  matter.  Thefe  being  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  the  only 
queftion  for  the  jury  would  be,  the 
damages  they  would  give  to  Mr. 
Eften  for  what  had  happened.  In 
fpeaking  upon  that  fubject, .  he 
fhould  not  deferve  credit  with  the 
jury  if  he  ftated  this  as  one  of  thofe 
aggravated  cafes  which  fometimes 
appeared  before  a  jury. — This  was 
not  a  cafe  in  which  the  defendant, 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,  had  become 
the  acquaintance  with  the  plaintiff, 
been  received  into  his  houfe  as  a 
friend,  and  then,  under  the  mafk 
of  friend  (hip,  had  converted  the 
opportunity  which  the  plaintiff’s 
hofpitality  had  given  him  to  the 
ufe  of  feducing  his  friend’s  wife, 
and  afterwards  had  carried  her  away 
from  that  friend’s  houfe  in  which 
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he  had  been  received  as  a  gueft. 
It  was  not  a  cafe  in  which  there 
was  that  fpecies  of  malignity.  But 
the  defendant  was  a  man  of  high 
rank:  he  trufted  the  jury  would 
think  on  the  effeCt  which  the  con¬ 
duct  of  great  men  was  fure  to  have 
on  the  morals  of  the  lower  claffes 
of  the  community.  It  had  been 
juftly  laid  by  the  noble  and  learned 
judge,  that  it  was  in  vain  for  the 
higher  ranks  of  fociety  to  expert 
their  inferiors  to  be  correCl  in  their 
morals  by  mere  precept  ;  the  great 
fhould  fet  to  them  an  example  of 
good  morals.  It  was  their  duty  to 
do  fo ;  every  intelligent  man  ex¬ 
pected  it  of  them,  from  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  education,  and  from 
the  comforts  which  their  fortunes 
fo  eafilv  procured  for  them,  fo 
as  they  had  lefs  diftrefs  they  had 
lefs  temptation.  He  defired  the 
jury  to  look  at  the  fituation  and 
conduct  of  this  defendant,  and 
alfo  at  the  fituation  and  conduct 
of  this  plaintiff,  at  the  time  when 
this  injury  happened. — The  plain¬ 
tiff’s  wife,  it  was  true,  was  not 
torn  from  his  bofom  3  but  while  he 
was  commendably  endeavouring  to 
improve  his  fortune,  and  had  hopes 
of  returning  to  his  wife  to  enjoy  it, 
this  injury  was  done,  which  deftroy- 
ed  all  his  hopes.  That  he  had  great 
hopes  of  enjoying  happinefs  with 
his  wife,  was  evident,  which  he 
wrote  to  a  friend  when  he  was  in¬ 
formed  of  what  had  happened. 
He  faid  in  that  letter  that  he  could 
fcarcely  give  any  anfwer  to  his 
friend  upon  the  fubjeCt.  He  faid 
that  the  temporary  feparation  from, 
his  wife  was  abfolutely  for  his  for¬ 
tune.  He  thought  he  fhould  have 
been  happ}  to  return  to  a  wife 
.  whom  he  adored.  That  he  had 
/always  thought  her  immaculate. 
God  only  knew  what  means  had 
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been  ufed  to  accomplifliherruin,&c. 
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It  might  be  laid  that  Mrs.  Eften 
tvas  left  in  a  fit  nation  where  file 
was  expofed  to  attack:  that  her 
hufband  left  her  on  the  ftage,  where 
file  was  much  expofedo  He  did 
hot  know  whether  it  was  to  be  in¬ 
filled  upon,  that  a  woman  being 
left  on  the  flag'e,  without  her  huf- 
band,  was  a  fealoii  for  the  damages 
being  fmall,  for  that  much  levity 
was  natural  to  that  condition  ;  he 
knew  the  good  fenfe  of  his  learned 
friend  would  not  induce  him,  of 
his  oivn  mind,  to  urge  finch  a  topic 
for  defence  to  fuch  an  aCtion  as 
this.  The  theatre,  like  other  fitua- 
tions  in  human  life,  was  much  di~ 
verfified  as  to  the  morals  of  thofe  • 
who  follow  it  as  a  profefiiom  He 
knew  many  of  that  profedion  who 
were .  excellent  examples  for  the 
practice  of  virtue  and  conjugal 
fidelity,  and  therefore  he  was  con¬ 
fident  the  jury  would  not  think 
that  the  damages  fhould  be  the  iefs, 
becaufe  the  plain  tiff  9s  wife  was  on 
the  ftage  at  the  time  this  injury  hap¬ 
pened.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
condudf  of  the  defendant,  this 
lady’s  character  might  have  been 
ffill  immaculate.  He  had  nothing 
extraordinary  to  urge  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff  for  large  damages  in 
this  cafe;  what  he  had  chiefly  to 
urge  upon  that  topic,  was  for  the 
fake  of  example  to  the  public.  It 
was  not  very  important  to  the  plain¬ 
tiff  what  the  damages  were,  for 
they  would  never  reftbre  to  him 
that  which  he  had  loft. -He  was 
now  in  a  fituatibn  that  placed  him 
above  want,  and  that,  in  the  pre- 
lent  condition,  was  almoft  all  he 
cared  for.  But  although  the  quef- 
tion  was  thus  indifferent  to  him 
upon  the  fcoje  of  damages,  it  was 
by  no  means  fo  with  regard  to  the 
public,  of  whofe  good  morals  ju¬ 
ries  were  the  guardians.  Here  was 
a  noble  duke,  who,  in  defiance  of 
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all  morality,  goes  from  his  palace 
to  the  theatre,  and  in  the  public 
face  of  day  committed  this  very 
immoral  a6t ;  carried  the  plaintiff ’s 
wife  to  his  own  palace,  and  from 
thence  to  London,  and  lived  witli 
her  afterwards  in  open  aiid  avowed 
adultery. — He  infilled  very  much 
on  the  neceffity  of  the  jury  correct¬ 
ing  this  fpecies  of  licentioufnefs  iri 
high  life,  by  way  of  a  wholefome 
lefibn  to  all  orders  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,  and  to  fhew  that  the  iaw  does 
hot  allow  a  man,  on  account  of  his 
rank  or  fortune,  to  fet  public  mo¬ 
rality  at  defiance. 

The  marriage  being  proved, 

Thomas  Fairal,  fervant  to  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  was 
examined.  He  faid  he  had  lived 
with  his  grace  for  upwards  of  twen¬ 
ty  years.  He  remembered  going 
with  him  from  his  palace  in  Scot¬ 
land,  to  the  theatre  in  Edinburgh^ 
in  Auguft,  1793.,  He  belleved°  if 
was  in  order  to  fetch  away  Mrs. 
Eften.— The  noble  duke  brought 
her  with  him  to  his  palace.  They 
have  lived  together  ever  fince  as 
man  and  wife.  They  are  now  ini 
England,  and  have  conffantly  and 
publicly  lived  together,  and  a  child 
was  born  feme  time  ago  of  Mrs» 
Eften. 

Lord  Kenyon  afked,  What  was 
the  age  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton* 
He  was  anfwered  that  his  grace  was 
about  40. 

Elis  lordfhip  afked,  Whether  the 
duke  was  divorced  from  his  du- 
chefs?  He  was  anfwered  that  it  was 
underftood  that  his  grace  was  fepa- 
rated  only,  and  not  divorcee*  from 
his  duchefs,  but  that  he  had  beeii 
feparated  a  long  time  before  the 
caufe  of  this  aCtion  arofe. 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid  he  was  of 
counfel  for  his  grace  fhe  duke  cf 
Hamilton,  who  was  called  into  the 
CGKrt  according  to  the  procefs  of 
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the  Englifli  law,  to  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Ellen,  the  plaintilf  in  this  caufe. 
There  was  no  man  lefs  difpofed 
than  himfelf  to  differ  from  his 
learned  friend,  who  was  of  coun- 
fel  for  the  plaintiff,  in  a  great  many 
obfervations  he  had  made  to  the 
jury  this  day,  nor  lefs  difpofed  to 
differ  from  the  learned  and  noble 
judge  who  fat  upon  the  bench  in 
the  general  fentiments  he  had  ut¬ 
tered  on  the  trial  of  caufes  of  this 
defcription.  But  the  more  weighty 
the  general  obfervations  were,  the 
more  important  it  was  that  they 
Ihould  not  be  mifunderlfood  or 
mifreprefented ;  that  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  juflice,  an  example 
Ihould  be  held  up  to  the  public  in 
punifhing  any  individual  for  an 
offence  to  public  morals,  growing 
out  of  an  injury  to  another  indivi¬ 
dual,  was  a  doctrine  to  which  he 
readily  fubfcribed.  But  however 
deeply  that  was  imprelfed  upon  his 
mind,  vet  when  any  individual 
came  into  that  court  to  complain 
of  a  civil  injury,  he  mull  have  his 
.  cafe  determined  by  the  rules  of  the 
Englilh  law  :  and  upon  that  broad 
principle  he  denied  that  the,  duke 
of  Hamilton  could  be  called  upon 
to  anfwer  for  this  charge  as  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  flood  ;  and  however  the 
noble  and  able  judge  might  lament 
the  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Hamil¬ 
ton  in  this  cafe,  and  he  did  hand 
in  that  court  to  defend  that  con¬ 
duct,  yet  he  was  perfuaded  his  lord- 
fhip  would  find  himfelf  called  upon 
by  the  rules  of  law,  which  were 
more  important  in  a  court  of  juf- 
tice  Gan  the  conduc'd  of  any  indi¬ 
vidual,  however  exalted  he  might 
be,  to  fav  that  the  plaintiff  could 
not  maintain  this  action.  He  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  noble  duke  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  moral 
duty,  but  Hill  the  cafe  muff  be  dil- 
pofed  of  according  to  the  rules  of 
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the.  law  of  England.  He  was  not 
inftrucled  by  the  duke  of  Hamil¬ 
ton  to  attack  the  character  of  Mr. 
Eften.  He  was  ready  and  willing 
to  admit  that  he  became  the  huf- 
band  of  the  lady  becaufe  he  loved 
her.  It  was  extremely  natural  he 
ffiould,  for  flie  was  certainly  a 
very  handfome  woman,  and  high¬ 
ly  accomplifhed ;  he  had,  as  well 
as  many  others,  had  occafion  to  ad¬ 
mire  her  talents,  as  {he  had  given 
public  proof  of  them  upon  the 
ftage.  He  did  not  accufe  Mr. 
Eften  of  any  thing  difhonourable. 
He  did  not  mean  to  fay,  that  at  the 
time  he  left  his  wife  it  was  not  ne- 
ceffary  he  fliould  do  fo,  in  order 
that  he  might  go  to  other  parts  of 
the  world  to  increafe  his  fortune. 
He  admitted  to  the  full  extent  the 
obfervations  of  Mr.  Gibbs  upon 
the  virtue  as  well  as  vice  of  per- 
fons  upon  the  ftage.  He  had  the 
pleafure  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
greateft  and  the  brighteft  character 
that  ever  appeared  upon  it  j  fhe  was 
a  pattern  to  others  for  her  conjugal 
fidelity  and  her  maternal  affe&ion, 
as  well  as  for  her  tranfcendent  ta¬ 
lents  ;  {lie  was  an  ornament  to  her 
lex  as  well  as  to  her  profefiion. 
There  were  many  others  whofe  vir¬ 
tue  was  unqueftionable  ;  nor  did  he 
mean  to  infmuate  that  damages 
ought  to  be  final!,  becaufe  theperfon 
alleged  to  be  {educed  had  appeared 
upon  the  ftage;  no  fuch  illiberal  idea 
had  ever  entered  into  his  mind,  and 
he  hoped  it  never  would.  But  the 
queftion  here  was,  what  was  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  party  complaining  ? 
Upon  that  he  maintained  that  the 
plaintiff  had  no  right  of  action  in 
this  cafe.  He  might,  however,  if 
tnat  was  his  objedl,  go  with  his 
nonfuit  before  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  he  did  not  apprehend  that  that 
would  be  a  reafon  for  parliament 
refilling  to  grant  him  a  divorce. 

He 
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He  held  a  paper  in  his  hand,  which 
would  put  an  end  at  once  to  this 
caufe,  notwithdanding  that  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  had  done  that 
with  oftentation  in  public  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  done  any¬ 
where  ;  and  fo  he  was  fure  his  lord- 
fhip  would  tell  the  jury  when  that 
paper  came  to  be  read.  Mr.  Eden 
feparated  from  his  wife,  no  matter 
whether  for  a  good  or  a  bad  reafon. 
That  feparation  put  an  end  to  his 
'  right  to  maintain  this  aflion.  For 
the  law  of  England  in  this  cafe  wras 
governed  by  the  very  fame  rules 
that  governed  the  Greenland  fifli- 
ery.  If  you  drike  a  whale,  it  is 
yours  while  you  keep  hold  of  the 
line  ;  keep  the  line  fad  and  the  fidi 
is  yours; — fo  that  if  you  drike  a 
whale  in  Greenland,  and  your  line 
is  long  enough,  the  fidi  fhail  be 
yours,  though  it  fliould  pafs  to 
Nova  Zembla,  provided  you  keep 
hold  of  the  line  :  but  if  you  let  go 
the  line,  the  dfli  becomes  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  next  who  drikes  it. — 
So  in  this  cafe,  the  wife  would  be 
the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  had  he 
kept  fad  the  line :  but  having  let 
go  the  line,  die  became  the  proper¬ 
ty  of  the  next  who  druck  her. 
Such  were  the  plaintiff’s  and  de¬ 
fendant’s  cafes;  for  the  law(of 
Greenland  with  refpeff  to  whales, 
was  the  law  <  Ingland  with  re- 
fpedf  to  women.  The  plaintiff  in 
this  cafe  had  let  the  line  dip  out  of 
his  hand  when  he  figned  an  agree¬ 
ment  for  a  feparation  between  him 
and  his  wife.— -[Here  Mr.  Erikine 
read  the  deed  of  feparation,  by 
which  the  plaintiff  covenanted  that 
he  diould  have  no  future  authority 
over  his  wjfe  during  life,  and  agreed 
to  feparate  for  ever.] 

Lord  Kenyon  adied  Mr.  Gibbs 
what  he  had  to  fay  to  this  deed  ? 

Mr.  Gibbs  faid,  he  was  aware  of 
this  deed,  but  he  wiihed  his  lord- 


R  E  N  C  E  S.  /  (3S) 

flup  to  make  a  cafe  of  this,  that  it 
might  be  argued  before  the  court. 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  this  dped  put  an  end 
to  this  action,  for  the  ground  of 
the  acffion  was,  that  the  plaintiff, 
had  lod  ne  comfort  of  the  fociety 
of  his  vife.  If  he  gave  up  his 
right  of  mdding  upon  that  fociety, 
as  by  this  deed  he  clearly  had,  the 
very  ground  of  the  adion  was  gone. 
He  could  not,  however,  forbear 
lamenting,  that  a  branch  of  one  of 
the  olded  families  in  th  is  country, 
one  of  the  drd  in  rank  in  North 
Britain,  diould  be  guilty  of  fuch 
indecorum  as  the  noble  *duke  had 
been  in  this  cafe.  He  felt  it  as  an 
indance  of  fhameful  depravity, 
and  he  diould  not  be  forry  if  there 
were  means  of  punifhing  him  for 
his  guilt,  by  the  law  ;  but  he  could 
not  do  it ;  his  judgment  mud  be 
confident  with  the  rules  of  law. 

Mr.  Gibbs  afked  his  lordfhip  to 
grant  a  cafe  upon  the  fubjeft. 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  that  when  a 
gentleman  of  known  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  talents  and  abilities  at  the 
bar  afked  for  a  cafe,  uptan  a  matter 
which  he  really  thought  to  be  ar¬ 
guable,  he  diould  be  forry  to  re~ 
fufe  it,  but  he  could  not  do  that 
out  of  mere  compliment  to  the 
anxiety  of  the  parties.  Tin's  was 
a  point  which  did  not  involve  any 
doubt,  and  therefore,  unlefs  Mr. 
Gibbs  preffed  it  with  confidence, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  grant 
a  cafe,  for  it  would  be  idle  to  argue 
a  thing  that  was  already  clear.  Had 
there  been  only  a  temporary  fepa¬ 
ration,  he  fhouid  have  thought 
that  no  bar  to  the  addon  ;  but  here 
the  feparation  was  abfolute,  for  the 
plaintiff  could  never  compel  his 
wife  to  return  to  him,  and  there¬ 
fore  this  a£t,  however  immoral, 
and  immoral  it  certainly  was,  and 
highly  fo  from  fuch  an  elevated 
(C  2)  dm- 
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charader  as  that  of  the  noble  duke, 
yet  the  plaintiff  could  not  fay  on 
this  record  that  he  had  loft  the 
comfort  of  the  fociety  of  his  wife 
by  the  condud  of  the  defendant, 
fince  the  plaintiff  himfelf  had 
given  up  his  right  to  infill  on  that 
fociety. 

The  plaintiff  was  therefore  non- 
fuited. 

Saturday ,  Feb.  25* 

The  following  letter  was  this  day 
fent  to  the  lord  mayor  of  London. 

*  My  Lord, 

6  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordfiiip  that  intelligence  has 
been  received  tha£  two  French  fri¬ 
gates,  a  corvette,  and  a  lugger,  ap¬ 
peared  off  the  eaft  of  Pembroke¬ 
shire,  on  the  22d  inftant,  and  on 
the  evening  of  that  day  difembark- 
ed  fome  troops  (reported  by  de¬ 
leters  to  be  about  1200  men,  but 
without  field  pieces.)  Every  ex¬ 
ertion  had  been  made  by  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  gentleme.n  of  that 
county  and  its  neighbourhood  for 
faking  the  proper  fheps  on  this  oc- 
cafion ;  and  the  greateff  zeal  and 
loyalty  has  been  fhewn  by  ail  ranks 
of  people.  Immediately  on  an  ac¬ 
count  haying  been  received  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  of  this  force  having  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  Brillol  Channel,  frigates 
were  difpatched  from  Plymouth  in 
quelt  of  them.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  See.  Portland.’ 

This  letter  was  followed  in  the 
evening  by  an  extraordinary  ga¬ 
zette;  containing  the  fame  fads, 
as  hated  in  a  letter  from  lord  Mil¬ 
ford,  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county 
of  Pembroke  ;  and  accompanied 
with  the  following  letter  to  the 
duke  of  Portland  from  lieirt.  col. 
Orchard,  commanding  the  North 
Devon  volunteers. 

‘  I  think  it  my  duty  to  hate  to 
your  grace  that  1  yefterday  received 
an  exprefs  from  Ilfracombe,  men- 
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tioning  that  there  were  three  French 
frigates  off  that  place ;  that  they 
had  feuttled  feveral  merchantmen^ 
and  were  attempting  to  deftroy  the 
hupping  in  the  harbour.  They 
begged  that  I  would  immediately 
order  the  North  Devon  regiment 
of  volunteers  under  my  command 
to  march  to  their  afhhance.  In 
•confequenee  of  this  repreftntation, 
I  ordered  the  men  to  get  ready  to 
march  as  foon  as  pohible.  I  have 
great  fatisfadion  in  faying,  that  in 
four  hours  I  found  every  officer 
and  man  that  was  ordered  to  the 
parade  at  Biddeford  (fifteen  miles 
from  home)  ready  and  willing  to 
march  to  any  place  they  fhould  be 
commanded  to  go  to.^  I  cannot 
exprefs  the  fatisfadion  I  felt  on  fee¬ 
ing  the  men  fo  willing  to  defend 
their  king  and  country  j  at  the  fame 
time  as  lilent,  orderly,  and  fober, 
as  might  be  expeded  at  a  morning 
parade  of  an  old  regiment.  The 
greateh  exertions  were  made  by  all 
descriptions  of  people  to  afpft,  and 
to  render  every  fervice  m  their 
power.  As  I  was  preparing  to 
march,  P received  an  account  from 
Ilfracombe,  that  the  French  fhipS 
were  gone  from  the  coaft,  and  that 
tranquillity  was  again  reffored  to' 
the  town.  Flow  far  the  report  was 
well  founded,  I  cannot  poflibiy 
fay ;  but,  as  this  affair  may  be  mil* 
reprefented  and  exaggerated,  I  truft 
your  grace  will  excufe  my  trou¬ 
bling  you  with  this  letter ;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf  it  mull  give  you  plea- 
fure  to  hear  of  the  loyalty  of  thi£ 
neighbourhood,  and  that  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  the  volunteers  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  will  meet  the  approbation  of 
his  majeffy.’ 

Sunday ,  Feb.  2,6. ' 

Another  extraordinary  gazette 
has  the  following  extrads  of  letters 
from  lord  Milford  to  the  duke  of 
Portland. 


Haver* 
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HavcrfordweJ. ?,  Feb.  24,  6  A.  M. 

‘  Since  I  had  the  honour  of  writ¬ 
ing  laft  to  your  grace  by  exprefs,  I 
have  received  information  of  the 
French  fliips  having  failed,  and  left 
three  hundred  men  behind,  who 
have  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
foners.  The  great  fpirit  and  loyal¬ 
ty  that  the  gentlemen  and  peafantry 
have  fliewn  on  this  occafion  ex¬ 
ceeds  defcription.  Many  thoufands 
of  the  latter  aiTembled,  armed  with 
pikes  and  fcythes,  and  attacked  the 
enemy,  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  that  were  fent  againft 
them/ 

Ha<verfordtveJl:r  Feb.  24,  9  P.  M. 

‘  I  ;ave  the  honour  and  pleafure 
to  inform  your  grace,  that  the 
whole  of  the  French  troops, 
amount  ng  to  near  fourteen  hund¬ 
red  men,  have  furrendered,  and 
are  now  on  their  march  to  Haver- 
fordweft.  I  have  taken  the  firft 
opportunity  of  announcing  this 
gooi  news  to  your  grace,  and  fhall 
have  the  honour  ot  writing  again 
to  your  grace  by  to-morrow’s  poft.’ 

PFbitehall ,  Feb.  27.  1797* 

A  letter,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy,  has  been  this  day  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  right  honourable 
lord  Cawdor,  by  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Portland,  his  majefly’s 
principal  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
the  home  department. 

JFiJkguard, ,  Friday ,  Feb .  24,  1 79  7* 
My  lord, 

In  ctmfequence  of  having  re¬ 
ceived  information,  on  Wednef- 
day  night  at  eleven  o’clock,  that 
three  large  fliips  of  war  and  a  lug-? 
ger  had  anchored  in  a  fmall  road- 
fled,  upon  the  coaft  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  this  town,  I  proceed¬ 
ed  immediately,  with  a  detachment 
of  tfee  Cardigan  militia  and  all  the 
provincial  force  I  could  collect,  to 
the  place.  I  foon  gained  pofitive 
intelligence  they  had  difembark.ed 


about  1200  men,  but  no  cannon. 
Upon  the  night’s  fetting  in,  a 
French  officer,  whom  I  found  to 
be  the  fecond  in  command,  came 
in  with  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your 
grace,  together  with  my  anfwer: 
in  confequence  of  which  they  de¬ 
termined  to  furrender  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war,  and  accordingly 
laid  down  their  arms  this  day  at 
two  o’clock. 

I  cannot  at  this  moment  inform 
your  grace  of  the  exadt  number  of 
prifoners,  but  I  believe  it  to  be 
their  whole  force :  it  is  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  march  them  this  night  to 
Haverfordwefl,  where  I  111  all  make 
the  beft  diftribution  in  my  power. 
The  frigates,  corvette,  and  lugger^ 
got  under  weigh  yefterday  evening, 
and  were  this  morning  entirely  out 
of  fight. 

The  fatigue  we  have  experienced 
will,  I  truli,  excufe  me  to  your 
grace  for  not  giving  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  detail ;  but  my  anxiety  to  do 
juft  ice'  to  the  officers  and  men  I 
had  the  honour  to  command,  will 
induce  me  to  attend  your  grace, 
with  as  little  delay  as  poffible,  to 
flate  their  merits,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  g:ve  you  every  information 
in  my  power  upon  this  fubje£t. 

The  fpirit  of  loyalty  which  has 
pervaded  all  ranks  throughout  this 
country,  is  infinitely  beyond  what 
I  can  exprefs.  I  am,  &c. 

Cawdor* 

Cardigan  Bay ,  gth  of  V entofe , 
year  of  the  republic. 

Sir, 

The  circumftances  under  which 
the  body  of  the  French  troops  un¬ 
der  my  command  were  landed  at 
‘  this  place,  renders  it  unnecefiary 
to  attempt  any  military  operations, 
as  they  would  tend  only  to  blood - 
fined  and  pillage.  The  officers  of 
the  whole  corps  have  therefore  inti- 
•  (C  3)  mated 
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mated  their  defire  of  entering  into 
a  negotiation,  upon  principles  of 
humanity,  for  a  furrender.  Ifyou 
are  influenced  by  fimilar  conftdera- 
tions,  you  may  fignify  the  fame  by 
the  bearer,  and  in  the  mean  time 
hoftilities  fhall  ceafe. 

Salute  and  refpeft. 

Tate,  Chef  de  Brigade. 
To  the  officer  -commanding  his 

Britannic  majejiy’s  troops . 

Fijhguardy  Feb.  23,  1797* 
Sir, 

The  fuperiority  of  the  force  un¬ 
der  my  command,  which  is  hourly 
increaflng,  mull  prevent  my  treat¬ 
ing  upon  any  terms  fhort  of  your 
furrendering  your  whole  force  pri- 
foners  of  war.  I  enter  fully  into 
your  with  of  preventing  an  unne- 
ceffary  effufion  of  blood,  which 
your  fpeedy  furrender  can  alone 
prevent,  and  which  will  entitle  you 
to  that  confideration  it  is  ever  the 
wifh  of  Britifh  troops  to  fhew  an 
enemy  whofe  numbers  are  inferior. 

My  major  will  deliver  you  this 
letter,  and  I  fhall  expert  your  de¬ 
termination  by  ten  o’clock,  by  your 
officer,  whom  I  have  furnifhed  with 
an  efcort  that  will  conduct  him  to 
me  without  moleftation. 

I  am,  &c. 

Cawdor. 

To  the  officer  commanding 

the  French  troops. 

The  city  of  London  has  been 
for  fome  days  throw'll  into  a  ftate 
of  unufual  alarm,  by  the  fioppage 
of  payment  in  cafh  at  the  bank  of 
England.  The  following  particu¬ 
lars  will  give  an  idea  of  this  af¬ 
fair. 

27.  The  critical  pofture  of  the 
empire  making  it  neceflary  to  take 
the  king's  pleafure  on  a  hep  of  the 
higheft  and  molt  important  nature, 
and  which  nothing  but  defperate 
alarm  can  juftify,  Mr.  Shaw,  the 
sneftenger,  was  fent  on  Saturday 
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to  requeft  his  majefty  to  come  to 
town  on  Sunday  morning  to  afftft 
at  a  privy  council.  It  is  the  firft: 
time  during  his  reign  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  has  come  to  town  to  do  bufi- 
nefs  on  Sunday.  The  council  was 
accordingly  held  at  St.  James’s ; 
prefen t  his  majefty,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  the  duke  of 
York,  the  duke  of  Portland,  lord 
Grenville,  the  marquis  Cornwal¬ 
lis,  earl  Spencer,  and  the  earl  of 
Chatham ;  the  deliberation  lafted 
till  three  o’clock,  when  a  procla-f 
mation  was  directed  to  be  iflued. 

As  foon  as  the  plan  was  agreed 
upon  at  the  privy  council,  the  mi- 
11  ifters  were  met  in  Downing-ftreet 
by  the  governor  and  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  bank,  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Bofanquet,  and  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  direction.  It  was 
communicated  to  them,  and  a  long 
and  warm  conference  took  place 
on  the  occafion.  —  The  fubftance 
of  the  meafure  is,  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  the  bank  of  England  not  to 
iflue  any  more  gold  in  payment  of 
their  notes  until  the  fenfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment  fhall  be  taken. 

On  this  day  (the 1 2 7th’)  the  fol¬ 
lowing  notice  was  publifhed  by 
the  directors  of  the  bank. 

Bank  of  England ,  Feb.  27,  T  797- 
In.  confequence  of  an  order  of 
his  majefty’s  privy  council  notified 
to  the  bank  laft  night,  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed, 

The  governor,  deputy-governor, 
and  directors  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  think  it  their  duty  to  inform 
the  proprietors  of  bank  flock,  as 
well  as  the  public  at  large,  that  the 
general  concerns  of  the  bank  are 
in  the  molt  affluent  arid  profperous 
fituation,  and  fuch  as  to  preclude 
every  doubt  as  to  the  fecurity  of 
its  notes. 

The  dire&ors  mean  to  continue 
their  ufual  difcounts  for  the  ac¬ 
cent  - 
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commodation  of  the  commercial 
intereP,  paying  the  amount  in 
bank  notes,  and  the  dividend  war¬ 
rants  will  be  paid  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner.  (Signed) 

Francis  Martin,  fecretary. 
Copy  of  the  order  of  privy  council. 
At  the  council  chamber,  White¬ 
hall,  Feb.  2 6,  1 797. 

By  the  lords  of  his  majefty’s  riloft  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council.  Prefent, 
The  Lord  Chancellor, 

Lord  Prefident, 

Duke  of  Portland, 

Marquis  Cornwallis, 

Earl  Spencer, 

.  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

Lord  Grenville, 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer. 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  hat¬ 
ing  that  from  the  refult  of  the  in¬ 
formation  which  he  has  received, 
and  of  the  inquiries  which  it  has 
been  his  duty  to  make  refpe&ing 
the  effech  of  the  unufual  demands 
for  fpecie,  that  have  been  made 
upon  the  metropolis,  in  confe- 
quence  of  ill-founded  or  exagge¬ 
rated  alarms  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  it  appears  that  unlefs 
fome  meafure  is  immediately  taken, 
there  may  be  reafon  to  apprehend 
a  want  of  a  fufficient  fupply  of 
cafh  to  anfwer  the  exigencies  of 
the  public  fervice.  It  is  the  una¬ 
nimous  opinion  of  the  board,  that 
it  is  indifpenfably  neceflarv  for  the 
public  fervice,  that  the  directors  of 
the  bank  of  England  fhould  for¬ 
bear  iffuing  any  cadi  in  payment 
until  the  fenfe  of  parliament  can 
be  taken  on  that  fubject,  and  the 
proper  meafures  adopted  thereupon, 
for  maintaining  the  means  of  cir¬ 
culation,  and  fupporting  the  public 
and  commercial  credit  of  the  king¬ 
dom  at  this  important  conjuncture  ; 
and  it  is  ordered,  that  a  copy  of  this 
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minute  be  tranfmitted  to  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  bank  of  England,  and 
they  are  hereby  required  on  the 
grounds  of  the  exigency  of  the  cafe 
to  conform  thereto  until  the  fenfe 
of  parliament  can  be  taken  as  afore- 
faid. 

(Signed)  W.  Fawkener. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  the  fame 
day  at  the  manfion-houfe,  of  the 
merchants  and  bankers,  &c.  to 
confider  of  the  Peps  which  it  may 
be  proper  to  take  to  prevent*,  em- 
barraffments  to  public  credit,  from 
the  effedt  of  any  ill-founded  or 
exaggerated  alarms,  and  to  fupport 
it  with  the  iitmoft  exertions  at  the 
prefent  important  conjuncture. 

The  lord-mayor  in  the  chair. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  we, 
the  underfigned,  being  highly  fen- 
fibie  how  neceflary  the  preferva- 
tion  of  public  credit  is  at  this  time 
do  molt  readily  hereby  declare 
that  we  will  not  refufe  to  receive 
bank-notes  in  payment  of  any  film 
of  money  to  be  paid  to  us,  and  we 
will  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to 
make  all  our  payments  in  the  fame 
manner.  Brook  Watson. 

Th  is  refolutiou,  which  is  nearly 
a  copy  of  that  ufed  in  the  year 
1745,  when  there  was  a  run  upon 
the  bank,  was  figned  in  a  few  days 
by  the  principal  bankers,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  traders ;  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  appeared  in  the  London 
Gazette. 

At  the  council  chamber ,  'Whitehall^ 
the  28  th  of  February ,  1797. 

Prefent, 

The  lords  of  his  majefty’s  mofl 
honourable  privy  council. 

We,  whofe  names  are  hereunto 
fubferibed,  being  defirous  to  con¬ 
tribute,  as  far  as  we  can,  to  the 
fupport  of  the  public  and  com¬ 
mercial  credit  of  this  kingdom  at 
this  important  crifis,  do  hereby 
agree  and  bind  ourfelves  to  receive 
(C  4)  the 
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the  notes  of  the  bank  of  England 
m  all  payments  as  money,  and  to 
fupport,  as  far  as  depends  on  u§ 
individually,  their  circulation. 

J.  Cantuar, 

.Loughborough,  C. 

Chatham,  P. 

Dorfet, 

Leeds, 

Montrofe, 

Roxburgh, 

Portland, 

Townfh^nd, 

Cornwallis, 

Bute, 

'  Jl. 

Pembroke, 

Weftmorland, 

Chefterfield, 

Sandwich, 

Drummond  Hay  Kinnoul, 
Macclesfield, 

Spencer, 

'  Liverpool, 

Morningtan, 

Gower  Sutherland, 

Sydney, 

Grenville, 

Onflow  and  Cranley, 
Waifingham,, 

Kenyon, 

Malmefbury, 

Auckland, 

St,  Helenas, 

Henry  Addington, 

W.  Pitt, 

Henry  Dundas, 

Cha,  Townfhend, 

C.  F.  Greville,  V.  C* 
j.  C.  Villiers, 

James  Grenville, 
lv.  P.  Arden, 

Wm.  Wynne, 

Thomas  Steele, 

A.  Macdonald, 

S.  Douglas, 

W.  Windham. 

for  the  farther  proceeding's  on 
this  fubjeft,  fee  the  Public  Papers 
of  this  volume. 

Admiralty -office,  Feb.  28,  1797. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Commo¬ 


dore  Nelfonto  Admiral  Sir  John 
Jervis,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majefly’s  Ships  and  Veflels 
in  the  Mediterranean,  dated  De¬ 
cember  20,  1 796. 

La  ft  night  at  ten  o  ’clock,  I  faw 
two  Spanifh  frigates,  and  directed 
captain  Qockburne,  in  the  Mi- 
nerve,  to  attack  the  fliip  which 
carried  a  poop-light;  the  Blanche 
bore  down  to  attack  the  other.  J 
have  not  yet  received  from  cap¬ 
tain  Prefton  an  account  of  his  ac¬ 
tion;  but  as  I  faw  the  Blanche 
this  morning  to  windward  with 
every  fail  fet,  I  prefume  fhe  had 
not  fuffered  much  damage. 

Captain  Cockburne.  brought  his 
Blip  to  clofe  adion  at  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes  before  eleven,  which  conti¬ 
nued  without  intermiflion  till  half 
paft  one,  when  La  Sabina,  of  forty 
guns,  twenty-eight  eighteen-pour**  ‘ 
ders  on  her  main  deck,  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-fix  men,  captain 
Don  Jacobo  Stuart,  having  loft  her 
rnizen  mail,  (as  fhe  did  after  the 
adtion)  main  and  fore  maft,  one 
hundred  and  fixty-four  men  killed 
and  wounded,  ftruck  her  colours. 

You  are,  fir,  Co  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  merits  of  cap¬ 
tain  Cockburne,  that  it  is  needlefi? 
for  me  to  exprefs  them ;  but  the 
difcipline  of  the  Minerve  does  the, 
higheft  credit  to;  her  captain  and 
lieutenants,  and  I  with  fully  to  ex¬ 
prefs  the  fenfe  I  entertain  of  their 
judgment  and  gallantry  :  lieutenant 
Culverhoufe,  the  firft  lieutenant,  is 
an  old  officer  of  very  diftinguifhed 
merit;  lieutenants  Hardy,  Gage, 
and  Noble,  defer ve  every  praife’ 
which  gallantry  and  zeal  juft ly  en¬ 
title  them  to,  as  do  every  other  of¬ 
ficer  and  man  in  the  fliip.  You 
will  obferve,  fir,  X  aqi  fure,  with 
regret,  arpongft  the  wounded,  lieu¬ 
tenant  James  Noble,  who  quitted, 
the  captain  to  ferve  with  me,  and 
vyhofe  merits  and  repeated' wounds, 

received 
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received  in  fighting  the  enemies  of 
our  country,  entitle  him  to  every 
reward  which  a  grateful  nation  can 
beftow.  The  Minerve’s  opponent 
being  commanded  by  a  gallant  of¬ 
ficer,  was  weil  defended,  which  has 
caufed  her  lift  of  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  to  be  great,  asalfo  her  rnafts,  fails, 
and  rigging,  to  be  much  damaged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir,  &c. 
ccc. 

(Signed)  Horatio  Nelson, 
Killed.  Seven. 

Wounded.  Thirty-four. 
Miffing.  Four,  fuppofed  to  be 
in  the  prize. 

Officers  wounded.  Lieutenant 
J.  Noble,  Mr.  Merryweather,  boat- 
fwain. 

Petty  officers  killed  and  wounded. 
Killed.  One  midfinipman. 
Wounded.  Captain  s  clerk,  and 
fergeant  of  the  nth  regiment, 
ferving  as  marines. 

Damages.  Aft  her  malls  fhot 
through,  and  furniture  much  cut. 

(Signed)  Horatio  Nelson. 
[A  fecond  letter  from  commo¬ 
dore  Nelfon,  gives  an  account  of 
captain  Cockburne’s  having  by 
great  .addrefs  faved  his  fhip  again-ft 
two  Spanifh  line  of  battle  fhips, 
which  were  within  ftiot  of  him. 

Captain  Prefton,  in  the  Blanche, 
filenced  the  fhip  he  fought ;  but  he 
could  not  take  pofieffion  of  her, 
owing  to  three  more  fhips  heaving 
in  fight,  and  (lie  therefore  efcaped.  J 
Downing-free  t ,  Feb.  28,  1797, 

A  Letter,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy,  has  been  received  from 
Robert  Craufurd,  Efq.  by  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Gren- 
>  ville,  his  Majefty’s  Principal  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af¬ 
fairs. 

Head- quarters  of  the  Aufirian 

army,  Manheim,  Feb.  7,  1797. 

My  lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your 
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lordfnip,  that  in  confequence  of  a 
capitulation  concluded  011  the  2d 
inftant,  between  lieutenant  general 
the  prince  of  Furftenburg  and  the 
French  general  commanding  the 
works  of  the  Tete-de-pont  of  LIu- 
ningen,  and  of  the  ifland  called  the 
Shufter  Infel,  the  faid  works  and 
ifland  have  been  evacuated  by  the 
enemy,  and;taken  pofieffion  of  by 
the  troops  of  his  imperial  majefty* 

The  French  had  bellowed  very 
considerable  laboqr  on  this  poft 
during  the  time  that  their  armies 
were  advanced  into  Germany.  The 
Tete-de-pont  itfelf  was  fupported 
and  outflanked  by  the  extenfive 
horn-work  on  the  Shufter  ifland, 
as  were  both  by  the  fire  of  the  for- 
trefs  of  Huningen,  as  well  as  of  fe- 
veral  tempdrary  batteries  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rhine.  But  a  con- 
fid  era  hie  quantity  of  heavy  artil¬ 
lery  having  been  fent  to  the  Upper 
Brifgaw  immediately  after  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Kehl,  the  attack,  after 
its  arrival,  was  carried  on  with  ef¬ 
fect  ;  and  bv  its  fuccefsful  termina- 
'  * 

tion  the  right  bank  of  the  Upper 
Rhine  has  been  completely  cleared 
of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  PvOB.  Craufurd. 

[The  Gazette  alfo  contains  a 
letter  from  rear  admiral.  Bazeley, 
Bating  that  fir  John  Colleton,  in 
the  Swift  cutter,  had  taken  the 
Aventurier,  French  fchooner,  car¬ 
rying  eleven  men,  with  piftols  and 
cutlafies. 

Alfo  a  letter  from  captain  Mac- 
namara,  of  the  Southampton,  Hat¬ 
ing  that  he  took  the  Corfo,  a  Spa« 
nilli  brig. 

Alfo  a  letter  from  captain  Har- 
good,  that  the  fquadron  off  Scar¬ 
borough  had  taken  the  ViCtorieux, 
of  Dunkirk,  mounting  4  guns  and 
30  men.] 
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The  London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Admiralty-Office,  March  3,  1  797* 
Robert  Calder,  Efq.  Firft  Captain  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  Bart, 
arrived  this  Morning  with  Difpatches  from  him  to  Mr.  Nepean,  of 
which  the  following  are  Copies. 

SIR,  F'iflory,  in  Lagos  Bay,  February  16,  179 7., 

The  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the  Spanifh  fleet,  exprefled  in  my  letter  to 
you  of  the  1 3th  inftant,  were  confirmed  that  night,  by  our  diftindtly  hear¬ 
ing  the  report  of  their  lignal-guns,  and  by  intelligence  received  from  cap¬ 
tain  Foote,  of  his  majefty’s  fiiip  the  Niger,  who  had,  with  equal  judgment 
and  perfeverance,  kept  company  with  them  for  feveral  days,  on  my  pre¬ 
scribed  rendezvous  (which,  from  the  ftrong  fouth-eaft  winds,  I  had  never 
been  able  to  reach),  and  that  they  were  not  more  than  the  difiance  of 
w  three  or  four  leagues  from  us.  I  anxioully  awaited  the  dawn  of  day, 
when,  being  on  the  Starboard  tack,  Cape  St.  Vincent  bearing  eaft  by 
north  eight  leagues,  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  a  number  of  {hips 
extending  from  foutfl-weftto  fouth,  the  wind  then  at  weft  and  by  fouth. 
At  forty-nine  minutes  pad  ten,  the  weather  being  extremely  hazy,  La 
Bonne  Citoyenne  made  the  fignal  that  the  {hips  feen  were  of  the  line, 
twenty-five  in  number.  His  majefty’s  fquadron  under  my  command,  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  fifteen  lhips  of  the  line  named  in  margin*, 
happily  formed  in  the  moft  compadt  order  of  failing, 
in  two  lines.  By  carrying  a  prefs  of  fail,  I  was  for¬ 
tunate  in  getting  in  with  the  enemy’s  fleet  at  half  paft 
eleven  o’clock,  before  it  had  time  to  conned!,  and  form 
a  regular  order  of  battle.  Such  a  moment  was  not  to 
be  loft ;  and,  confident  in  the  fkill,  valour,  and  difci- 
pline  of  the  officers  and  men  I  had  the  happinefs  to 
command,  and  judging  that  the  honour  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  arms,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  war  in  thefe 
feas,  required  a  conftderable  , degree  of  enterprife,  I 
felt  myfelf  juftified  in  departing  from  the  regular  fy- 
ftern ;  and  palling  through  their  fleet,  in  a  line  formed 
with  the  utmoft  celerity,  tacked,  and  thereby  feparated 
one-third  from  the  main-body,  after  a  partial  cannon¬ 
ade  which  prevented  their  rejundlion  till  the  evening ; 
and  by  the  very  great  exertions  of  the  {hips  which  had  the  good  fortune 

to  arrive  up  with  the  enemy  on  the  larboard  tack, 
f  Sa  Ivador  Guns,  the  {flips  named  in  the  margin  f  were  captured,  and 
del  Mundo  1  rz  the  addon  ceafed  about  five  o’clock  in  the  even- 

San  Jofef,  nz  ing.  7 

San  Nicolas,  So  I  enclofe  the  moft  corred!  lift  I  have  been  abje  to 

San  Yfidro  74  obtain  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  oppofed  to  me,  amount¬ 

ing  to  twenty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  and  an  account 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  his  majefty’s  fhips,  as  well  as  in  thofe  taken 
from  the  enemy.  The  moment  the  latter  (almoft  totally  difmafted),  and 
his  majefty’s' fhips  the  Captain  and  Culloden,  are  in  a  ftate  to  put  to  fea, 

I  {flail  avail  myfelf  of  the  rirft  favourable  wind  to  proceed  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  in  my  way  to  Liffion. 

Captain 


*  Victory, 
Britannia, 
Barfieur, 

Prince  George, 

Blenheim, 

Namur, 

Captain, 

Goliath, 

Excellent, 

Orion, 

CololTiis, 

Egmont, 

Culloden, 

Irrrefiftihle, 

Diadem. 
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Captain  Calder,  whofe  able  affiflance  has  greatlv  contributed  to 
the  public  fervice  during  my  command,  is  the  bearer  of  this,  and  yvill 
more  particularly  defcribe  to  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty 
the  movements  of  the  fquadron  on  the  14th,  and  the  prefeat  Rate  of  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  Sec.  J.  Jervis. 

Lift  of  the  Spanifh  Fleet  oppofed  to  the  Britifh,the  14th  of  February,  1797. 


Santiffima  Trinidad, 
Mfixicana, 

Principe  de  Afturiaa 

Conception 

Conde  de  RegLa 

Salvador  del  Mundo 

San  Jofef 

San  Nicolas,  - 

Qriente, 

Gloriofo, 

Atlante, 

Conqueftador, 

So  be  ran  o, 

Eirme, 


Guns, 
130 


Pelayo,  -  .  - 

San  Genaro, 

San  Ildephonfo, 

San  J.  Nepomuceno, 
San  Fran,  de  Paula, 
San  Yfidro, 

San  Antonio,  - 
84  taken.  San  Pablo, 

74  San  Firmin, 

74  Neptuno, 

74  Bahama, 

74  Name  unknown, 

74  Name  unknown, 


1 12 
1 12 
1 12 
1 12 

112  taken. 
1 12  taken. 


taken. 


Guns. 

74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 

J.  Jervis. 

Command 
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Lift  of  Killed  and  Wounded  in  the  Squadron  under  the 

of  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  in  the  Action  with  the  Spanifh  Fleet  the 
14th  of  February,  1797. 


Ships. 

Victory, 

Britannia, 

Barfleur, 

Pr.  George 

Blenheim? 

Namur, 

Captain? 

Goliath, 

Excellent, 

Orion, 

Cololfus, 

Egmont, 

Cuiloden, 

Irrefiflible, 

Diadem, 


Commanders, 
f  Ad.  Sir  J.  Jervis,  K.  B. 
<  1  ft  Capt.  Rt.  Calder 
l  2d  Capt.  G.  Grey 
J  Vice  Ad.  Thompfon 
{  Capt.  T.  Foley 
f  V.  A.  W.  Wal degrave 
{  Capt.  J.  R.  Dacres 
|  Rear  Admiral  Parker 
l  Captain  J.  Irwin 
C.  T.  Lenox  Frederick 
Capt.  J.  H.  Whitfhed 
f  Commodore  Nelfon 
{Captain  R.  W.  Miller 
C.  Sir  C.  H.  Know  les 
Capt.  C.  Collingwood 
Capt,  Sir  J.  Saumarez 
Capt.  G.  Murray 
Capt.  John  Sutton 
Capt.  T.  Troubridge 
Capt.  G.  Martin 
Capt.  G.  H.  Tovvry 


s 


} 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

• 

zn 

(U 

c  £  £ 

V  C  D 

• 

tn 

<u 

% 

A 

cu 

• 

<U 

CJ 

Soldiers. 
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O 
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OJ 

CO 
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-  6 
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7 
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7 
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2 

40 

7  61 
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— 

5 

— 

-  7 

1 

20-3 

2 

5° 

— 

00 

0 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

4 

4 

~  8 

1 

8  2  - 

— 

10 

2 

-  23 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

7 

2 

~  9 

— 

—  —  — 

— ' 

4 

1 

~  5 

1 

7  *  - 

— 

39 

8 

-  57 

— 

4  1  - 

I 

12 

1 

-  19 

"■*  *— 

I 

— 

1  2 

3. 

59 6  5 

5 

189 

21 

12  300 

Blen- 
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Officers  Killed  and  Wounded. 

Blenheim. — Mr.  Edward  Libby,  adling  lieutenant,  wounded ;  Mr, 
Peacock,  boatfwain,  wounded;  Mr.  Jofeph  Wixen,  matter's  mate, 
wounded,  fince  dead. 

Captain. — Major  William  Norris,  marines,  killed  ;  Mr.  James  God- 
ench,  midlhipman,  killed  ;  commodore  Nelfon,  bruifed,  but  not  obliged 
to  quit  the  deck  ;  Mr.  Carrington,  boatfwain,  wounded  in  boarding  the 
San  Nicolas;  Mr.  Thomas  Lund,  midlhipman,  wounded. 

Excellent. — Mr.  Peter  Peffers,  boatfwain,  killed ;  Mr,  Edward  Au- 
guftus  Down,  matter's  mate,  wounded. 

Orion. — Mr.  Thomas  Manfel,  midlhipman,  wounded. 

Culloden. — Mr.  G.  A.  Livingftone,  lieutenant  of  marines,  killed. 
Irrefiftibie.- — Serjeant  Watfon,  marines,  killed  ;  Mr.  Andrew  Thomp- 
fan ,  lieutenant,  wounded  ;  Mr,  Hugh  M‘Kinnon,  mafter’s  mate,  wound¬ 
ed;  Mr.  William  Balfour,  midlhipman,  wounded. 

J.  Jervis, 

I  '  • 

Lift  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on  board  the  Spanifti  Ships,  taken  by  the 
Squadron  under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.  oil 
the  14th  of  February,  1797. 

Ship  Names.  Kd.  Wd, 


San  Yftdro 

Officers  -  ■»  -4 

4  . 

8 

Artilierifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers 

25 

ss 

29 

63 

Salvador  del  Mundo 

Officers  - 

5 

3 

Artilierifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers 

37 

12 1 

42 

124 

San  Nicolas 

Officers  -  <  -  * 

4 

8 

Artilierifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers 

140 

Si 

144 

59 

San  Jofef 

Officers  -  '  1 

2 

5 

Artilierifts,  feamen,  and  foldiers 

44 

9* 

46  96 


Killed 

- 

26l 

Wounded 

342r 

Total 

m  to 

603 

Note. — Among  the  killed  is  the  general  Don  Francifco  Xavier  Win* 
thuy fen,  Chef  D’Efcadre,.  r  ‘ 


Victory  in  Lagos  Bay , 
Feb.  16.  1797. 

-  SIR, 

I  inclofe  a  letter  received  from 
captain  Marfh,  of  his  majefty’s  (loop 
the  King’s  Fiftier,  whofe  fervices 


off  Oporto  merit  my  higheft  appro* 
bation.  I  am 

Your  moft  obedient 
Humble  fervant, 

J,  Jervis, 

Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 

King’s 
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King  s  FiJ7ier ,  off  Oporto , 
January  28,  1797. 

SIR,  ' 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  \rou  that 
on  the  23d  inft.  I  fell  in  with  two 
Spanifh  privateers  ;  one  of  which,  a 
lugger,  mounting  one  carriage  gun, 
and  manned  with  thirty-eight  men, 

1  captured,  and  drove  the  other  on 
ihore,  between  Villa  Conde  and 
Vianna;  the  latter  was  2  fchooner, 
and,  I  underftand  from  the  prifon- 
ers,  mounted  twelve  carriage  guns^ 
and  was  manned  with  between  fixty 
and  feventy  men;  thofe  velTels  had, 
for  fome  time  pah,  infefted  this 
coaft,and  had  captured  feveralEng- 
lifh  merchant  veffels, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  mod:  obedient 
Humble  fervant, 

Edward  Marsh. 
Sir  J.  Jervis ,  K.  B.  Jd?n.  of  the  Blue , 
and  Commander  in  Chief,  &c.  &c. 

4.  The  London  Gazette  of  this 
day  announces  the  capture  of  the 
L’Approcrate  brig,  of  14  guns  and 
65  men  ;  and  the  L’Hirondelle  cut¬ 
ter,  of  6  guns  and  45  men,  by  the 
Stag,  captain  Yorke. 

9.  This  day  the  bank  began  to 
iflue  dollars  at  4s,  pd.  each.  There 
is  the  mint  ftamp  affixed  on  each, 
which  confifts  of  the  king’s  head 
marked  on  the  king  of  Spain’s 
neck. 

11.  The  captures  in  this  day’s 
London  Gazette  are,  the  L’lm- 
promptu,  and  the  Le  Bonheur, 
fmall  veffels,  by  lieutenant  Felling, 
Of  the  Nimble  cutter  ;  and  the  Le 
Voltigeur  French  privateer,  no  guns 
and  23  men,  by  captain  Talbot,  of 
the  Eurydice.  The  following  lid: 
is  alfo  given. 

A  Lift  of  French  and  Spanifh  Vef- 
fels  captured  and  deftroyed  by 
his  Majefty’s  Squadron  under 
the  Command  of  Commodore 
Su*  John  Borlafe  Warren,  K.  B. 


E  N  C  E  S.  C45) 

between  the  24th  of  January  and 
7th  of  March,  1797. 

French, 

La  Providence,  (loop,  in  ballaft, 
from  Breft  to  Bourdeaux,  funk. 

L’Intrepide  floop,  in  ballaft,frona 
Breft  to  Bourdeaux,  funk. 

La  Jennee,  brig,  wine  and  bran¬ 
dy,  from  Bourdeaux  to  Breft,  fent 
to  England. 

Le - ,  brig^  empty  calks,  burnt. 

>  Spanifh. 

La  Santa  Therefa,  brig,  empty 
calksj  from  St.  An.dero  to  Vi go? 
burnt. 

St.  Jago  de  Compoftella  brig,  in 
ballaft,  from  St.  Andero  to  Vigo, 
funk. 

J.  B.  Warren^  Commodores 
15.  A  fire  broke  out  in  a  malt- 
kiln  at  Burwell,  near  Newmarket, 
occupied  by  M.  Barlow  and  Wedge, 
which  entirelv  confumed  the  fame. 

j  Y 

with  the  malting,  in  which  were 
351  coombs  of  malt  and  barley,  moft 
of  it  damaged  ;  alfo  a  houfe  and 
workfhop,  the  property  of  Mrs.' 
Brown,  fell  monger,  widow,  a  houfe 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Ifaacfon’s,  another 
of  Rich.  Buntings,  a  coal-fhed  of 
Mr.  Robt.  Edwards’s,  and  part  of 
the  premifes  belonging  to  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Shaw.  Fortunately,  the  wind 
blew  from  the  fouth-eaft,  which 
drove  the  flames  towards  the  Fen. 
Bunting  is  a  great  fufferer ;  being  a 
waterman,  he  had  feveral  fums  of 
money  belonging  to  Lynn,  all  of 
which  were  loft  in  the  flames,  not 
having  time  to  get  any  thing  out  of 
his  houfe. 

17.  Court  of  Common  Council. 
The  lord  mayor  ft  ate  d  to  the 
court  that  he  had  been  requefted  to 
convene  a  common  hall,  which  he 
had  declined  to  do  until  he  had 
taken  the  opinion  of  that  court 
thereon.  N 

Mr.  Powel  faid  it  was  improper 
for  them  to  interfere  with  the  livery 

— it 
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* — it  had  been  once  done  before,  but 
had  caufed  great  diffatisfa&ion. 

Mr.  Dixon  dated  his  objections 
to  fuch  a  proceeding. 

Mr.  Waithman  defired  his  Iord- 
(bip  to  date  what  communication 
he  had  had  with  the  gentlemen  who 
dgned  the  requifition. 

His  lord  fh  ip  then  read  the  fol¬ 
lowing  papers  : 

To  Brook  Watfon,  Efq.  Lord  May¬ 
or  of  the  City  of  London. 

My  Lord, 

We,  the  underligned  liverymen, 
in  behalf  of  ouHelves  and  the  livery 
at  large,  requeft  your  lordfhip  to 
convene  a  common  hall,  within 
eight  days  from  the  date  hereof,  to 
confider  a  motion  then  to  be  made, 
44  That  an  humble  addrefs  and  pe¬ 
tition  be  prefented  to  his  majedy 
upon  the  prefent  alarming  date  of 
public  affairs,  and  praying  him  to 
difmifs  his  prefent  minifters  from 
his  councils  for  ever,  as  the  firft 
dep  towards  a  fpeedy,  honourable, 
and  permanent  peace.” 

[Signed  by  43  liverymen.] 

He  then  read  the  anfwer,  and  the 
proteft  of  the  livery,  which  are  as 
follow  : 

Manfion  Hcufe ,  March  13,  1797,. 

Gentlemen, 

I  duly  received  on  the  evening 
of  the  10th  inff.  the  requidtion 
whereby  you  defire  me  to  convene 
a  common  hall,  and  within  eight 
days  from  that  date,  to  take  into 
confideration  a  motion  then  to  be 
made,  44  That  an  humble  addrefs 
and  petition  be  prefented  to  his 
majedy  upon  the  prefent  alarming 
date  of  public  affairs,  and  praying 
him  to  difmifs  his  prefent  mini¬ 
ders  from  his  councils  for  ever,  as 
the  fird:  ftep  towards  obtaining  a 
fpeedy,  honourable,  and  permanent 
peace.”  In  anfwer  to  this  your  re¬ 
qued,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  fay, 
that,  under  a  full  confideration  of  all 


fMarch^ 

circumdances,  it  appears  td  tne 
highly  proper  fird,  to  confult  the 
court  of  common  council.  They 
will  meet  on  Friday  the  17th  in- 
dant,  when  your  requifition  fhall 
be  brought  under  their  confidera¬ 
tion. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  mod  humble  fervant, 
Brook  Watson,  Mayor. 
Addreffed  to  Jofeph  Jackfon, 
apothecary,  and  42  other 
liverymen  who  dgned  the 
requifition. 

To  the  Right  Honourable,  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  London. 

My  Lord, 

We  the  liverymen  who  figned 
the  requifition  to  your  lordfhip,  re- 
queding  a  common  hall  to  be  con¬ 
vened  for  the  purpofe  of  confider- 
ing  a  motion,  44  That  an  humble 
addrefs  and  petition  be  prefented  to 
his  majedy  upon  the  prefent  alarm¬ 
ing  date  of  public  affairs,  &c.” 
have  received  your  lordfhip’s  an¬ 
fwer  thereto,  whereby  you  decline 
to  call  a  common  hall  until  you  have 
fubmitted  the  propriety  of  calling 
the  fame  to  a  court  of  common 
council,  which  wfill  be  bolden  on 
Friday  next. 

Having  taken  the  fame  into  con- 
dderation,  beg  leave  to  fugged  to 
your  iorddiip,  that  we  conceive 
any  interference  of  the  court  of 
common  council  with  our  rights 
and  franchifes  as  livervmen,  will  be 
unconditutional,  and  that  it  will  be 
highly  derogatory  to  the  character 
of  a  chief  magidrate  of  this  city, 
(eleHed  by  the  liverymen  at  large) 
to  fu bmit  a  requifition  of  his,con- 
dituents  for  a  common  hall  to  the 
opinion  or  controul  of  a  court  of 
common  council,  eieded  by  citi¬ 
zens,  freemen,  and  houfeholders.) 
We  do  therefore,  on  behalf  of  our- 
felves  and  the  livery  at  large,  fo- 
lemnly  proteft  againftany  fuch  in¬ 
terference 
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terference  of  the  court  of  common 
council.  > 

Fird,  Becaufe  a  common  hall  is 
conftituted  by  the  lord  mayor,  al¬ 
dermen,  and  livery  of  London,  in 
common  hall  aflembled,  the  livery 
being  the  foie  known  condituents 
of  the  chief  magidrate,  Iheriffs,  and 
other  great  officers  of  the  city. 

Second,  Becaufe  the  court  of 
common  council  are  not  known  to 
us  as  liverymen,  but  are  merely  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  citizens  free¬ 
men  houfeholders,  feveral  of  whom 
are  not  in.  themfelves  of  the  livery, 
therefore  cannot,  according-  to  the 
known  laws  and  cudom  of  the  ci¬ 
ty,  interfere  with  the  livery  without 
a  grofs  and  manifeft  violation  of 
their  rights  and  privileges. 

Third,  Becaufe  the  right  of  call¬ 
ing  common  halls  (other  than  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  chuling  offi¬ 
cers)  is  veiled  in  the  chief  magi- 
llrate.  And  when  important  and 
alarming  circum fiances  have  occur¬ 
red  to  make  it  neceiTary  or  prudent 
to  take  into  conlideration  circum  - 
fiances  peculiar  to  the  times,  fuch 
right  hath  not  been  exercifed  by  the 
chief  magillrate  as  an  abfolute  right 
in  him,  but  when  requelled  by  a 
refpe&able  number  of  the  livery  to 
convene  a  common  hall,  it  hath 
been  (with  very  few  exceptions) 
granted  as  of  right  and  jutlice. 

Fourth,  Becaufe  the  prefen t  times 
are  as  alarming  and  big  with  impor¬ 
tant  events  as  any  that  occur  in  the 
hilloryof  our  country.  We  there¬ 
fore  deemed  it  proper  to  apply  to 
^rour  lordffiip  in  the  ufual  form  to 
ronvene  a  common  hall;  but  we 
tan  by  no  means  confent  to  our 
'equifition  for  that  meafure  being 
ubmittedto  the  opinion  of  a  body 
>f  men  unknowm  to  us  in  that  cha- 
a&er,  who,  in  their  clofe  delibera- 
ions,  have  for  the  lad  three  or  four 
'ears  agreed  to  refolutions  of  a  di¬ 


rect  contrary  tendency  to  thofe 
palled  by  the  livery,  the  more  efpe- 
daily  when  fuch  of  their  delibera- 
tions  and  refolves  have  taken  place 
fubfequent  to  the  refolutions  at 
common  hall,  thereby  intending  to 
counteract  the  opinion  of  the  livery 
at  large. 

Laftly,  For  the  above  and  many 
other  forcible  reafons,  we  again  re- 
queft  your  lord fhip  to  convene  a 
common  hall  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  opinion  of  the  court 
of  common  council,  protefting,  as 
we  have  before  and  Hill  do  protell, 
againlt  any  fuch  interference.  But  if 
your  lordffiip  lhall  dill  perfid  in  tak¬ 
ing  the  opinion  of  that  court  upon 
this  occafion  (which  we  hope  and 
trud  you  will  not),  then  we  lhall  feel 
the  rights  of  the  livery  violated,  and 
they  thereby  compelled  to  meet  for 
redrefs  of  grievances  as  warranted 
by  the  exiding  laws  of  the  coun- 
trv. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  liverymen 
who  ligned  the  requilition. 

Joseph  Jackson,  Chairman. 

London ,  March  14,  1797. 

Mr.  Waithman  then  rofe.  He 
faid  the  obje&ions  dated  in  that 
paper  were  fo  drong  againd  having 
their  requilition  fubmitted  to  the 
decilion  of  that  court  that  little  re¬ 
mained  for  him  to  date.  That  court 
had  no  right  whatever  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  convening  the  li¬ 
very ;  they  were  two  diftinCl  and 
feparate  bodies.  The  chief  magi- 
drate  was  eleCled  by  the  livery,  and 
could  not,  without  the  grofieft  in- 
fult  to  the  livery,  take  the_ppinion 
of  any  other  body  of  men.  It  was 
pretended  that  they  were  their  re¬ 
presentatives  ;  it  was  no  fuch  thing; 
they  reprefented  the  citizens  houfe¬ 
holders.  Many  of  the  livery  did 
not  relide  in  the  city,  therefore  had 
no  lliare  in  eleCling  them.  He  un- 
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eil  held  at  the  manfion  houfe  on 
Sunday  night,  who  had  advifed  his 
lordfliip.  He  did  not  blame  him  in 
taking  counfel,  but  it  was  a  little 
lingular  that  he  fhould  have  feledted 
fuch  perfoms  only  who  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  court,  and  who  had 
been  all  on  one  fide ;  indeed  they 
had  guided  the  meafures  of  the  court 
for  fome  years  pad.  Mr.  Waithman 
concluded  with  moving,  u  That  it 
•would  be  highly  improper  in  this 
court  to  give  any  opinion  refpedt- 
ing  the  propriety  or  expediency  of 
convening  a  common  hall.” 

Which  was  fecbnded  by  Mr. 
Slade. 

Mr.  Birch  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment,  which  not  being  feconded, 
he  afterwards  withdrew,  tending  to 
Cenfure  the  proceedings  of  the  com¬ 
mon  hall,  and  advifing  his  lordfliip 
to  refufe  convening  it. 

Mr.  Combe  obferved,  that  as 
the  general  opinion  upon  the  quef- 
tion  was  very  manifeft,  there  need¬ 
ed  but  little  to  be  faid  upon  the  oc- 
fcafion.  The  circumftance  mod 
linking  was  the  didance  of  the 
date  between  receiving  the  requi¬ 
sition  and  giving  the  anfwer,  for 
it  was  dated  and  delivered  on  the 
10th,  and  not  replied  to  till  the 
13th;  and  as  every  one  knew  that 
his  lordfliip  was  quick  in  concep¬ 
tion,  quick  in  difcernment,  prompt 
in  action,  and  flow  in  nothing  but 
Speech,  that  didance  of  time,  there¬ 
fore,  which  occurred  between  the 
dates,  was  mod  probably  occupied 
in  confultation ;  and,  by  the  long 
amendment  moved  by  the  worthy 
deputy,  it  diould  feem  that  he  was 
of  the  privy  council. 

The  lord  mayor  conceived  an 

*  intimation  was  made  that  he  had 
Con  fulted  adminidratioii. 

Mr.  Combe  faid  he  had  no  fuch 

*  fufpicion  ;  he  only  deplored  that 
thofe  whom  he  had  confulted,  and 


who  advifed  him  in  fecret,  would 
not  publicly  avow  their  advice  and 
maintain  it. 

Sir  J.  Sanderfon  and  alderman 
Curtis  avowed  having  affided  at  his 
lordfhip’s  council  on  Sunday  even¬ 
ing,  and  advifing  him  to  the  mea- 
fure;  as  did  alderman  Lufliington, 
who  likewife  expreffed  his  difap- 
pfobation  of  having  recourfe  to 
common  hails  to  collect  the  fenfe 
of  the  livery,  as  he  denied  that  it 
could  be  fairly  colledled. 

Mr.  alderman  Skinner  defended 
the  common  halls,  and  declared  he 
had  uniformly  obferved  the  greated: 
regularity  ;  and  particularly,  when 
he  was  chief  magidrate,  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing. every  pre¬ 
caution  had  been  ufed  to  keep  out 
improper  perfons. 

Mr.  Hodfon  faid,  that  they  were 
•  not  then  debating  whethef  it  wai 
proper  to  call  a  common  hail;  or 
whether  their  proceeding  had  been- 
regular;  but,  whether  it  was  proper 
for  that  court  to  interfere.  The  right 
of  convening  a  common  hall  was 
veded  in  the  lord  mayor;  and  this  .. 
court  had  no  power  or  jurifdielion 
over  their  proceedings. 

Sir  James  Sanderfon  moved  an-’ 
other  amendment,  which,  after  a  few 
remarks  from  Mr.  Box  and  Mf. 
Simmonds,  was  withdrawn. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to 
by  a  great  majority. 

Mr.  Birch  moved  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  refolutiotis : 

That,  at  this  important  jun<dure» 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  loyal  fubjedfc 
to  make  himfelf  acquainted,  as  early 
as  poifible,  with  the  ufe  of  arm's,' 
under  the  operation  of  The  volun¬ 
teer  corps  bill,  as  well  to  defend  his 
own  perfon  and  property,  as  the 
invaluable  confritution  under  whofe 
privileges  and  protettion  he  lives, 
from  the  open  or  fecret  attacks  of 
enemies,  •  whether  foreign  or  do¬ 
me  die. 


i;9  ;.j  OCCURRENCES.  (49) 


‘fneftic,  who  may  avail  themfelves 
of  thecircumftances  of  the  times  to 
invade  the  fafetv  of  either. 

J 

That  the  members  of  this  corpo¬ 
ration,  ever  faithful  to  their  profef- 
flons  of  duty  to  their  fovereign  and 
Veneration  for  the  confutation  of 
their  country,  and  zealous  for  the 
honour  and  fecitrity  of  thofe  whom 
they  reprefent,  think  it  an  indifperi- 
fable  obligation  on  their  part  to 
Rand  foremod  in  fo  patriotic  a 
work  ;  and  to  recommend  to  the 
aldermen  and  common  council  of 
each  ward  to  convene  a  public 
meeting  of  the  loyal  houfe-keepers 
within  their  faid  wards,  to  make 
good  their  former  declarations,  and 
to  afiociate  immediately  for  the 
above  purpofe,  for  the  general  de¬ 
fence  of  the  city  at  large,  and  their 
own  wards  in  particular;  thereby 
evincing  a  determination  to  hand 
or  fall  bv  each  other,  in  defence  of 
their  king  and  country,  and  to 
maintain  their  liberty  and  property 
againft  an  invading  foe  ora  lawlefs 
rabble. 

They  were  leconded  by  deputy 
Leeky  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Box  mov¬ 
ed  the  previous  quedion,  and  cx- 
prefled  his  furprize  that  fo  pre- 
poderous  a  propofition  fhould  be 
brought  forward,  which  he  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  the  mod  dangerous 

O 

he  ever  recollected. 

Mr*  Slade  oppofed  them  in  an 
able  fpeech ;  the  deputy,  he  ob- 
ferved,  had  libelled  the  livery  of 
London,  he  had  libelled  the  people 
6f  this  country,  and  he  had  even 
libelled  human  nature,  for  he  would 
never  believe  nature  had  erected 
fuch  a  monder  as  our  natural  ene¬ 
my  ;  he  would  never  allow  fuch  a 
term. 

Mr.  Waithmaii  had  endeavour¬ 
ed,  but  in  vain,  to  conjecture  the 
gentleman’s  motive  for  bringing 
them  forward  ;  the  mod  probable, 
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at  firft,  he  imagined  to  be  a  defire 
of  ferving  his  majedy’s  rniniders; 
for  while  they  were  filling  ti  e 
country  with  alarms,  he  was  always 
darting  forward  with  addrefles.  and 
refolutions  to  promote  them  ;  in¬ 
deed,  he  might  be  termed  the  ad- 
dreder  general  of  that  court ;  but 
now  he  brought  forward  thefe  mo¬ 
tions,  and  was  endeavouring  to  ex¬ 
cite  alarms,  at  thfe  very  time  that 
his  majedyfs  rniniders  (after  the 
unfortunate  dire&ion  they  had  tak¬ 
en)  were  perfuading  the  country 
the  alarms  were  unfounded  ;  he  was 
now,  however,  not  promoting  their 
caufe  ;  the  impropriety  of  the  mea- 
fures  propofed  were  fo  glaring, 
and  of  fo  mifchievous  a  nature,  he 
thought  nothing  need  be  faid  to 
excite  the  indignation  of  the  court. 

Upon  thedivifion  there  were  for 
it  1  (Mr.  deputy  Birch). 

Againd  it  3  aldermen — 58  com¬ 
moners — 2 tellers — total  63. 
London  Gazette,  March  18. 
jtfdmirtiltj  Office ,  March  18,  1797. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral 
Lord  Bridport,  K.  B.  to  Mr.  Ne¬ 
pean,  dared  Royal  George  at  Sea, 
March  10,  1797. 

I  am  now  to  acquaint  you,  for 
their  lordfhips’  information,  that  on 
the  7th  indant  fir  Harry  Neale,  in 
the  St.  Fiorenzo,  recaptured  the 
Cynthia  brig,  from  Lilhon  to  Poole, 
laden  with  fruit,  which  had  been 
taken  eight  days  before  by  a  priva¬ 
teer  brig.  On  the  8th  inft.  the  Im- 
peteux  captured  La  Vatour,  a  fmaii 
cutter  privateer,  armed  with  muf- 
cuets.  having  twenty-eight  men  on 
board,  and  only  one  day  from 
Bred.  In  the  afternoon  of  that 
day,  the  wind  coming  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  I  bore  up  for  Ufbant,  and  de¬ 
tached  the  St.  Fiorenzo  and  Nymphe 
to  look  into  .Bred;  and  I  have  the 
fatisfaCticn  to  inform  their  lord-, 
fhips,  that  on  the -St.  Fiorenzo  an d 
(D)  Nysnphe’s 
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N-ym phe’s  returning  to  join  the 
fquadron,  they  fell  in  with  and 
captured  La  Refiflance_and  LaCon- 
ilance,  French  frigates.  The  taking 
thefe  Blips  does  fir  Harry  Neale, 
with  capt.  Cooke,  and  their  officers 
and  men,  the  higheft  honour,  and 
I  hope  their  fifilful  and  fpirited 
conduft  will  meet  their  lordlliips’ 
approbation,  as  I  warmly  feel  they 
have  merited  my  particular  thanks. 
Herewith  you  will  alfo  receive  a 
copy  of  fir  Harry  Neale’s  letter  to 
me  on  this  occafion. 

St.  Fioremo,,  at  Sea ,  Ivlarch  9,  I  797* 
My  Lord-, 

I  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  acquaint 
yon,  that  after  having,  (agreeable  to 
your  direffion)  with  the  affiftance 
of  Capt.  Cooke,  of  his  majdty’s 
ill  ip  La  Nvmphe,  under  iny  orders, 
teconnoitered  the  enemy’s  force  in 
the  outer-road  of  Brelt  harbour, 
Capt.  Cooke  informed  me  he  law 
two  fhips  to  the  wed  ward,  Handing 
in  for  Breft ;  in  confequence  of 
which  we  tacked,  and  made  fail 
dole  on  a  wind,  for  the  purpofe  of 
gaining  the  weather  gage,  which 
being  with  cafe  accompliflied,  we 
bore  down  upon  the  Blips  together, 
having  afcertained  them  to  be  two 
French  frigates ;  and  as  we  were  not 
more  than  two  or  three  leagues 
from  Point  St.  Matthew’s,  with  a 
leading  wind  out  of  Breft,  and  the 
French  fleet  in  fight  from  our  tops, 
it  was  an  object  ot  great  importance 
to  be  as  dec! five  as  poffible  in  our 
mode  of  attack.  As^he.  largeB  Blip 
was  the  headmoB,  we  both  en¬ 
gaged  her  verv  warmly,  at  the  di- 
Bance  of  about  forty  yards,  and 
compelled  her  to  fill-render  after  a 
fhort  refi fiance-.  Bv  this  time  the 

j 

.fmalier  frigate  had  arrived  up,  and 
being  immediately  attacked  by  both 
Blips  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
former,  her  refiBance,  though  better 
made*  was  not  long  ;  Bie  Bruck  her 
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colours  about  nine  o’clock  A.  M* 
The  whole  of  the  adtion  was  a  run¬ 
ning  fight,  and  did  not  laB  more 
than  half  an  hour. 

I  have  great  pleafure  in  expreffi 
ing  to  your  lordlhip  that  I  feel  par¬ 
ticularly  obliged  to  my  friend  Capt. 
Cooke,  for  his  judicious  and  adfive 
eonduiL  during  the  time  we  jointly 
engaged  the  enemy.  I  have  long 
known  his  abilities  and  zeal  for  the 
ferviee,  and  am  happy  to  have  this 
opportunity  of  tefiifying  it  both  as 
an  a£t  grateful  to  myfelf,  and  as  a 
duty  I  owe  to  his  majefiy’s  ferviee.. 

I  fliould  be  wanting  in  gratitude 
to  all  my  officers  and  Blip’s  compa¬ 
ny  if  I  did  not  acknowledge  myfelf 
much  indebted  to  them  for  their 
Beady  zeal,  and  the  affiBance  I  re¬ 
ceived  frtmi  them  during  the  adlion. 
Lieutenants  Durell,  Farnell,  and 
Ren  wick,  Mr.  Kitcatt  the  maBer, 
and  lieutenant  Caruthers,  the  offi¬ 
cer  of  marines,  are  particularly  en¬ 
titled  to  my  than  Id?  for  their  abfivity 
at  their  different  ffations..  Mr.  Du¬ 
rell,  my  firB  lieutenant,  who  has 
been  an  officer  eighteen  years,  me- 
rits  my  warmeff  recommendation. 
And  it  is  with  equal  pleafure  I  ex- 
prefs  myfelf  obliged  to.  the  officers 
and  Blip’s  company  of  La  Ny  mphe  j. 
Capt.  Cooke  fpea-ks  of  the  affiBance 
he  received  from  them  in  terms 
highly  to  their  honour;  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  of  lieutenants  Irvine,  Law¬ 
rence,  and  MaB-ers,  and  Mr.  Dyer, 
the  maBer*  and  lieutenant  Camp¬ 
bell,  the  marine  officer.  In  men¬ 
tioning  them  to  your  loedfiiip  X 
comply  with  their  captain’s  wifh,  I 
beg  your  lord  Blip  will  mention  lieu-, 
tenant  Durell  and  lieutenant  Irvine 
to  my  lords  commiffioners  of  the 
admiralty,  as  officers  deferving  of 
the  higheft  commendation. 

The  Blips  taken  are  La  RefiB¬ 
ance,  commanded  by  moniieur 
Montague,  mounting  43  guns,  1 3 

pounders-. 
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pounders  on  her  main  deck,  and 
manned  with  345  men.  She  is  only 
fix  months  old,  built  upon  a  new 
conftru£tion,  and  isj  in  every  re- 
fpe<fi,  one  of  the  fin  eft  frigates  the 
French  had,  and  certainly  the  iargeft, 
meafuring  45  feet  beam.  The  other 
frigate,  La  Conftance,  commanded 
by  monfieur  Defauney,  mounting 
24  mine  pounders  upon  the  main 
deck,  and  manned  with  189  men. 
She  is  two  years  old,  and  a  very  fine 
ftiiD.  Thefe  are  two  of  the  frigates 
which  landed  troops  in  Wales:  it 
is  a  pleafing  circumftance  to  have 
completed. the  failure  of  that  expe¬ 
dition.  Lain  particularly  happy  to 
inform  your  lordftiip  that  neither 
the  St.  Fiorenzo  or  La  Nymphe 
have  had  any  men  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed,  or  the  fiiips  hurt ;  the  St.  Fio¬ 
renzo  oilly  having  received  two 
fliot  in  her  hull.  La  Refiftance 
had  ten  men  killed,  the  firft  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  eight  men  wounded.  La 
Conftance  had  eight  men  killed, 
and  fix  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  lordftiip’s 
Mott  obedient  fervant 

H.  Neale. 

Admiral  Lord  Bridport ,  K.  B. 

&C.  &C. 

The  fame  gazette  announces  the 
capture  of  the  Surveillant  privateer 
of  16  guns  and  136  men,  by  Capt* 
Brown  of  the  Alcmene. 

19.  This  morning,  about  four 
O’clock,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
gt  Mr.  Brigg’s  timber-yard,  adjoin¬ 
ing  Haydon-fquare,  in  the  Mino- 
ries  ;  which  burnt  with  uuoppofed 
fury  for  near  two  hours  before  wa¬ 
ter  could  be  procured,  and  fpread 
fo  wide,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
utmoft  exertions  of  the  engines, 
nearly  thirty  houfes  were  deftroyed, 
including  fix  or  feven  houfes  in 
front  in  the  Minories.  A  great 
quantity  of  property  belonging  to 


the  unhappy  fufferers  was  fecured 
in  the  church  of  the  Trinity,  in  the 
Little  Minories,  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  parties  of  the  guards  and 
weft  London  militia. 

21.  A  moft  extraordinary  acci¬ 
dent  happened  on  the  road  near 
Bournbridge,  early  this  morning. 
The  mail-coach,  coming  from  Lon¬ 
don,!  met  a  broad  wheel  waggon 
belonging  to  Mr.  Archer,  of  Bar¬ 
ton  Mills,  loaded  with  upwards  of 
four  tons  of  hay,  when  the  lamp  of 
the  coach  ftriking  againft  the  hay, 
b  oke  the  glafs,  and  inftantly  fet 
the  hav  on  fire,  and  the  wind  being 
brifk,  the  whole  load  of  .hay  and 
the  waggon  were  confumed,  and  it 
was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  the 
lhaft  horfes  were  faved. 

23.  A  common  hall  was  held  to 
confider  of  a  motion  for  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefty  upon  the  alarming 
ftate  of  public  affairs,  and  to  pray 
him  to  difmifs  his  prefent  rr.imfters 
from  his  councils  for  ever,  as  the 
firft  ftep  to  wards  obtaining  a  Ipeedy, 
honourable,  and  permanent  peace. 

Though  the  attendance  of  the 
livery  was  more  numerous  than  on 
any  former  occafion,  all  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  guided  by  that  gra¬ 
vity  and  decorum  which  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  queftion  demanded. 
Befide  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen 
Flomer,  Skinner,  Sanderfom, Curtis, 
Newman,  Combe,  Anderfon,  Lufh- 
ington,  and  fheriffs  Langfton  and 
Staines  were  prefent.. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Waddington  opened 
the  buftnefs  in  a  very  able  and  im- 
preftive  fpeech.  He  took  an  ex- 
tenfive  view  of  the  fttiiation  of  the 
country  in  confequence  of  the  war. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  minifters 
had  commenced  hoftil  ities  with 
France  upon  principles,  inimical  to 
the  conftitution,  and  that  their  fla¬ 
grant  mifmanagement  of  public  af¬ 
fairs  had  now  totally  deftroyed  the 
(D  2)  com- 


commerce  of  the  nation.  The  la  ft 
but  moft  alarming  proof  of  their 
fnifcbndmft,  was  the  order  of  coun¬ 
cil,  prohibiting  the  bank  from  pay¬ 
ing  in  fpecie.  This  had  already 
produced  the  jgreateft  diflrefs,  and 
he  was  afraid  it  was  a  blow  which 
the  trade  of  the  country  would 
never  recover.  He  concluded  by 
moving — 

“That  an  humble  addrefs  and 
petition  be  prefented  to  his  majefty 
upon  the  prefent  alarming  ftate  of 
public  affairs,  and  praying  him  to* 
difmifs  his  prefent  nimifters  from 
his  councils  for  ever,  as  the  fir  ft 
lfep  towards  obtaining  a  fpeedv, 
honourable,  and  permanent  peace.” 

Mr.  Farmer  feconded  the  mo¬ 
tion. 

The  queftion  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative.  Among 
3000,  the  number  fuppofed  to  be 
prefent,  there  appeared  only  feven 
diffenting  voices. 

Mr,  Waddington  then  produced 
a  petition,  which  was  read  and 
moved,  “  That  this  petition  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty.” 

Mr.  alderman  Skinner  feconded 
the  motion,  which  was  carried  with 
only  five  diffenting  voices. 

Mr.  Taddv  moved,  “  That  the 
faid  petition  be  prefented  to  his 
majefty  fitting  on  his  throne,  by 
the  lord-mayor,  the  two  fheriffs, 
and  the  four  reprefentatives  of  the 
city  in  parliament.” 

Mr.  Anfon  (the  Blackwell-hall 
faftor)  feconded  this  motion,  which 
was  carried  unanimoufiv. 

Mr.  Taddy  moved  the  thanks  of 
the  common  hall  to  the  court  of 
common  council,  for  their  refufing 
to  countenance  the  condudt  of  the 
lord -mayor,  when  he  declined  to 
convene  the  livery  of  London  a- 
greeably  to  the  conflitution  of  the 
city. 

■jVXr,  Anfon  feconded  the  motion. 
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Mr.  W.  Smith,  M.  F.  fupported 
the  motion.  He  centred,  jin  very 
ftrong  terms,  the  conduct  of  the 
lord-mayor,  in  endeavouring  to  in¬ 
fringe  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
London.  He  proved,  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  conflitution  of  the  city, 
the  livery  had  a  right  'to-  a  common 
hall  whenever  they  demanded  it. 
He  pointed  to  the  ftatue  of  Beck- 
ford,  and  fioped  the*  the  chief  ing- 
giftrates  of  the  metropolis  would 
always  look  to  that  immortal  cha¬ 
racter  for  an  example. 

The  Lord  Mayor  attempted  to 
vindicate  himfelf ;  but  he  fpoke  in 
fo  low  a  tone  of  voice  that  the  li¬ 
very  could  not  hear  his  apology. 

This  motion  was  alfo  carrieduna- 
nimoufly. 

The  thanks  of' the  common  hall 
were  moved  fo  Mr.  alderman 
Combe,  for  his  firm,  patriotic,  and 
independent  conduct,  in  ibe  houfe’ 
of  commons,  in  oppofing  thofe 
mea fares  which  had  brought  the' 
country  into  its  prefent  ruinous  fH 
tuation. 

Mr.  alderman  Combe  faid,  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  have- 
obtruded  himfelf  on  their  notice  if  ^ 
the  flattering  compliment  they  had  ■ 
paid  him  had  not  called  for  his 
grateful  acknowledgments.  If  was 
much  fatisfaclion  that  his  conduct, 
fince  receiving  their  favour,  had 
proved  itfelf  to  them  confonafit  t& 
his  profeffions  when  he  fought  that 
favour.  He  always  thought  that 
public  fituatiori  was  only  defirable 
as  it  gave  etfedl  to  private  opinion, 
and  that  a  public  man  fhould  be 
nothing  blit  a  private  man  unfolded 
to  public  view.  With  refpeeft  tof 
the  conduct  of  the’ lord-mayor,  he 
mufl  obferve,  tha,t  it  could  not  be 
the  emanation  of  a  fixed  principle, 
becaufe  his  previous  conduct  had 
been  diametrically  oppofite,  for 
when  he  was  called  tipen  by  the 
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livery  to  convene  a  common  hall 
on  the  fubjeft  of  the  money  bp  i  rig 
fent  to  the  emperor,  without  the 
confent  of  parliament,  he  acqiiief- 
ced  in  it  immediately -s-the  confti- 
tution  of  the  city  was  ffmilar  to  the 
canftit.ution  of  the  country,  and  it 
was  as  injurious  to  city  intereft  for 
one  branch  to  a  (Tu  me  the  privileges 
of  another,  as  for  one  branch  of 
the  confutation  to  invade  the  rights 
of  another — and  with  this  view  he 
could  not  but  be  the  more  anxious 
to  maintain  the  independence  of 
the  livery,  becaufe  upon  a  view  of 
national  circumflances  it  appears, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjedt  has  been  abridged.,  the 
calamity  of  the  country  has  in- 
creafed— in  proportion  as  the  peo¬ 
ple  have  confided  in  the  mcafures 
of  the  minifter  without  controul  or 
enquiry,  the  opprdiion  of  the  fub- 
jedt  has  been  increafed,  and  th,e  na¬ 
tional  difaflers  multiplied.  He  re¬ 
turned  thanks  for  the  honour  they 
conferred  upon  him,  and  repeated 
his  affurances  that  when  he  was 
left  to  himfelf  he  fit  on  Id  follow  the 
diftates  of  confcience  ;  when  his 
conftituents  thought  proper  to  in- 
ftrudt  him,  he  would  be  their  obe¬ 
dient  reprefentative. 

Mr.  Waithman  moved,  “  That 
the  foregoing  refolutions  be  pub- 
lj filed  in  all  the  morning  and  even¬ 
ing  papers,”  which  was  feconded 
.by  Mr.  Cox. 

Watfon,  Mayor,  j 
In  a  meeting  or  a  (Terribly  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  liverymen  of 
the  feveral  companies  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common-hall  ahem  bled, 
at  the  Guildhall  of  the  laid  city,  on 
Thurfdav  the  23d  day  of  March, 

*7 97,  .  ,,  , 

Refolved, — That  an  humble  ad- 

drefs  and  petition  be  prefented  to 
his  majefty,  upon  the  prefent  alarm¬ 
ing  Rate  of  public  affairs,  and  pray¬ 


ing  him  to  difmifs  his  prefent  mi- 
nifters  from  his  councils  for  ever, 
as  the  fijrft  Rep  toward  obtaining  a 
fpeedy,  honourable,  and  permanent 
peace. 

And  an  humble  .addrefs  and  pe» 
tition  being  prepared,  the  fame  was 
yegd  and  agreed  to. 

Refolved,— That  thefaid  petition 
be  fairly  tranfcri.bed,  and  figned  by 
the, town  clerk. 

Refolved, — That  the  lord-mayor, 
attended  by  thp  fheriffs,  and  this 
city’s  rpprefentaUves  in  Parliament, 
be  requefte.d  to  prefent  this  petition- 
to  his  majefty  on  the  throne. 

Refolved, — That  the  fheriffs  be 
requefted  to  wait  on  hi$  majefty,  to 
know  wrhen  he  will  be  pjeafed  to 
receive  this  petition,. 

Refolved, — -That  the  thanks  of 
this  common-hall  h.e  given  to  the  . 
43  independent  liverymen,  wha 
have  fo  honourably  defended  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  livery 
of  London. 

Refolved, — That  the  thanks  of 
this  common-hall  be  given  to  the 
court  of  common-council  of  this 
city,  for  the  fpir.it  and  unanimity 
with  which  they  determined  at  their 
Lift  court  : 

That  it  would  be  highly  im« 
proper  in.  that  court,  to  give  any 
opinion  refpefli fig  the  propriety  or 
expediency  of  convening  a  com¬ 
mon-ha  li.” 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  common- hall  be  given  to  our 
worthy  reprefentative,  alderman 
Combe,  for  the  faithful  fulfilment 
of  his  duty  in  parliament,  on  the 
buflnefs  of  the  laft  common-hall. 

RIX 

The  London  Gazette  Extraordina¬ 
ry,  March  27,  1797. 

Parliament-Street ,  March  2 7  -  Early 
this  morning  captain  Drew,  of  the 
4.3th  regiment,  arrived  from  the 
itiand  of  Trinidad,  with  a  difpatch 
(D  3)  from 
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from  lieutenant-general  fir  R.  Aber- 
cromhy,  K.  B.  to  the  right  honour¬ 
able  Henry  Dundas,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy. 
fie  ad-quarters ,  Trinidad ,  Feb.  27, 

1 79  7- 

Sir, 

On  my  arrival  in  this  country,  I 
did  not  fail  to  lay  before  the  admi¬ 
ral  my  inftru&ions,  and  to  confult 
with  him  upon  the  means  to  carry 
them  into  execution.  I  found  in 
him  every  delire  to  co-operate  in 
the  execution  of  the  views  to  which 
they  are  diredled.  The  arrival  of 
part  of  the  convoy  from  England 
enabled  us  to  proceed  with  confi¬ 
dence  in  our  operations;  therefore, 
as  foon  as  the  troops  could  be  col¬ 
lected  from  the  different  iflands, 
which  were  ordered  to  rendezvous 
at  Cariacou,  the  admiral  failed  from 
Martinique,  which  iiland  he  left 
with  his  fquadron  on  the  12th  in- 
flant. 

The  precifion  with  which  the  ad¬ 
miral  had  given  his  orders  to  affem- 
ble  the  ships  of  war  and  tranfports,' 
left  us  not  a  moment  of  delay.  On 
the  1  gth,  in  the  morning,  the  fleet 
failed  from  Cariacou  ;  on  the  1 6 1 h , 
in  the  afternoon,  it  palled  through 
the  Bocas,  or  entrance  into  the  Gulf 
of  Paria,  where  we  found  the  Spanilh 
admiral  with  four  fail  or  the  line 
and  a  frigate,  at  anchor,  under  cover 
pf  the  ifland  of  Gafpargrande,  which 
was  fortified. 

Our  fquadron  worked  up,  and 
came  to  anchor  oppofite  to,  and 
nearly  within  gun  Biot  pf  the  Spa- 
nifh  fliips.  The  frigates  and  tran¬ 
fports  were  ordered  to  anchor  high¬ 
er  up  in  the  bay,  and  at  the  diflance 
nearly  of  five  miles  from  the  town 
of  Port  d’Efpagne.  The  difpofi- 
tion  was  immediately  made  for 
landing  at  day- light  next  morning, 
and  for  a  general  attack  upon  the 
jown  and  fliips  of  war. 


At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  1.7th,  we  perceived  the 
Spanifh  fquadron  to  be  on  fire;  the 
Blips  burnt  with  great  fury.  One 
line  of  battle  Blip  excepted,  which 
efcaped  the  conflagration,  and  was 
taken  poBeffion  of  at  day-light  in 
the  morning,  by  the  boats  from 
our  Beet  ;  the  enemy  at  the  fame 
time  evacuated  the  iBand,  and  aban¬ 
doned  that  quarter. 

This  unexpedled  turn  of  affairs 
directed  our  whole  attention  to  the 
attack  of  the'  town.  The  troops 
were  immediately  ordered  to  land, 
and,  as  foon  as  a  few  hundred  men 
could  be  got  on  fhore,  about  four 
miles  to  the  weftward  of  it,  we  ad¬ 
vanced,  meeting  with  little  or  no 
refiftance.  Before  night  we  were 
mailers  of  Port  d’Efpagne  and  the 
neighbourhood,  two  fmall  forts  ex¬ 
cepted.  In  the  morning  a  .capitu¬ 
lation  was  entered  into  with  the  go¬ 
vernor  Don  Chacon,’  and  in  the  e- 
vening  all  the  Spanifh  troops  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  the  whole  co¬ 
lony  paffed  under  the  dominion  of 
his  Britannic  majefty. 

Copies  of  the  capitulation,  of  the 
(lores  and  provifions  taken,  are 
herewith  tranfmitted. 

It  is  a  peculiar  fatisfadlion  tome 
that  there  is  no  lift  of  killed  or 
wounded;  lieutenant  Villeneuve, 
of  the  8th  regiment  of  foot,  who 
was  brigade  major  to  brigadier  ge¬ 
neral  Hompefch,  being  the  only 
pyrfon  who  was  wounded,  and  he 
is  fince  dead  of  his  wounds. 

From  the  admiral  I  have  expe¬ 
rienced  every  pofiitde  co-operation. 
Captain  Woolley,  of  his  majefty’s 
Blip  the  Aretbufa,  and  captain 
Wood,  of  the  Favourite  (loop  of 
war,  who  had  been  fent  to  recon¬ 
noitre  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  afforded 
us  minute  information  of  the  filia¬ 
tion  of  the  enemy  previous  to  our 
arrival.  Captain  Wrooiley,  ’who 
■  '  diredfed 
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dire&ed  the  difembarkation,  fliew- 
ed  all  the  zeal  and  intelligence 
which  I  have  experienced  from 
him  on  former  occafions.  To  lord 
C  raven,  who  begged  to  attend  the 
expedition,  I  am  indebted  for  great 
zeal  and  exertion. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Soter,  who  Is 
intimately  acquainted  with  this 
country,  has  beep,  and  continues 
to  be,  of  very  .great  ufe  to  me.  I 
I  fhould  not  do  juftice  to  his  gene¬ 
ral  charafteiyjf  I  did  not  take  this 
opportunity  to  exprefs  it.  Mv  aid- 
de-camp,  captain  Drew,  of  the  45th 
regiment,  will  have  the  honour  to 
deliver  this  letter :  he  has  ferved 
long  in  this  country,  and  is  capable 
to  give  fuch  further  information  as 
may  be  required.  I  humbly  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  his 
jnajeftv’s  favour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R,  Abescromby,  K.  B. 
Articles  of  Capitulation  for  the  fur- 
render  of  the  Ifland  of  Trinidad, 
between  his  Excellency  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby,  K.  B.  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Britannic  Majef- 
ty’s  Land  Forces;  his  Excellency 
Henry  Harvey,  Efq.  Rear  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  Red,  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  Ships  and  VefTels  of 
War ;  and  his  Excellency  Don 
Jofef  Maria  Chacon,  Knight  of 
■the  Order  of  Calatrava,  Brigadier 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  Governor 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
ifland  of  Trinidad  and  its  De¬ 
pendencies,  Infpedfor-General  of 
•the  Troops  of  its  Garrifon,  &c. 
&c.  &c. 

Art.  I.  The  officers  and  troops 
®f  his  Catholic  majefty,  and  his  al¬ 
lies,  in  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  are 
to  furrender  tbemfelves  prifoners 
of  war,  and  are  to  deliver  up  the 
territory,  forts,  Buildings,  arms,  am¬ 


munition,  money,  effedfs,  plans,  and 
fores,  with  exadt  inventories  there¬ 
of,  belonging  to  his  Catholic  ma¬ 
jefty  ;  and  they  are  thereby  trans¬ 
ferred  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  in 
the  fame  manner  and  poffieffion  as 
has  been  held  heretofore  bv  his  faid 
Catholic  majefty. 

Art.  II.  The  troops  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  majefty  are  to  march  out 
with  the  honours  of  war,  and  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  at  the  diftance  of 
three  hundred  paces  from  the  forts 
they  occupy,  at  five  o’clock  this 
evening,  the  1 8th  of  February. 

Art.  III.  All  the  officers  and 
troops  aforefaid  of  his  Catholic 
majefty  are  allowed  to  keep  their 
private  effedfs,  and  the  officers  are 
allowed  .to  wear  their  fwords. 

Art.  IV.  Admiral  Don  Sebaftian 
Ruiz  de  Apodaca,  being  011  ffiore 
in  the  ifland,  after  having  burnt  and 
abandoned  his  l'bips,  he,  with  the 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  the 
fquadron  under  his  command,  are 
included  in  this  capitulation,  under 
the  fame  terms  as  are  granted  to  his 
Catholic  majefty ’s  troops. 

Art.  V.  As  foon  as  fhips  can  be 
conveniently  provided  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  the  prifoners  are  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  Old  Spain,  they  remaining 
prifoners  of  war  until  exchanged 
by  a  cartel  between  the  two  nations, 
or  until  the  peace;  it  being  clearly 
underftood  that  they  fhall  notferve 
again  ft  Great  Britain  or  her  allies, 
until  exchanged. 

Art.  VI.  There  being  fome  offi¬ 
cers  among  his  Catholic  majefty ’s 
troops,  whofe  private  affairs  require 
their  prefence  at  different  places  of 
the  continent  . of  America,  fuch  of¬ 
ficers  are  permitted  to  go  upon  their 
parole  to  the  faid  places  for  fix 
months,  more  or  lefs,  after  which 
period  they  are  to  return  to  Eu¬ 
rope;  but  as  the  number  receiving 
(D4)  this 
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this  iri diligence  muft-.be  limited, 
bis  excellency:  Don.  Chacon  will 
previoufly  deliver  to  the  Britilh 
commanders  a  lift  of  their  names, 
rank,  and  places  which  they  are 
going  to. 

Art.  VII.  The  officers  of  the 
royal  adminiftration,  upon  the  deli¬ 
very  of  ftores  with  which  they  are 
charged  to  fuch  officers  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Britifh  comman¬ 
ders,  will  receive  receipts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cnftom  in  like  cafes, 
from  the  officers  fo  appointed  to 
receive  the  ftores. 

Art.  VIII.  All  the  private  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well 
Spaniards  as  may  fuch  as  have 
been  naturalized,  is  preferved  to 
them. 

•  Art.  IX.  All  public  records  are 
to  be  preferved  in  fuch  courts  or 
offices  as  they  are  now  in,  and  ail 
contracts  or  purchases  between  in¬ 
dividuals,  which  have  been  done 
according  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  are 
to  be  held  binding  and  valid  by  the. 
Britlfn  government. 

Art.  X.  The  Spanifh  officers  of 
adminiftration,  who  are  poffefted  of 
landed  property  in  Trinidad,  are 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  ifland, 
they  taking  the  oaths  of  allegi¬ 
ance  to  his  Britannic  majesty  ;  and 
they  are  further  allowed,  fbould 
they  pleafe,  to  fell  or  difpofe  of 
their  property,  and  to  retire  elfe- 
■whcre. 

Art., XI.  The  free  exercife  of 
their  religion  is  allowed  to  the  in¬ 
habitants. 

Art.  XII.  The  free-coloured  peo¬ 
ple*  who  have  been  acknowledged 
as  fuch  bv  the  laws  of  Spain,  {hall 
be  protected  in  their  liberty,  per- 
fons,  and  property,  like  other  inha¬ 
bitants;  they  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  demeaning  them- 
felves  as  become  good  and  peace- 
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able  fubjedis  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jelly. 

Art.  XIII.  The  Tailors  and  fol- 
diers  of  his  Catholic  majeftv  are, 
from  the  time  of  their  laying  down 
their  arms,  to  be  fed  bv  the  Britifh 
government,  leaving  the  expence 
to  be  regulated  by  the  cartel  be¬ 
tween  fhe  two  nations. 

Art.  XIV.  The  lick  of  the  Spa- 
rftfh  troops  will  be  taker)  care  of, 
but  to  be  attended,  and  to  be  un¬ 
der  the  infpe&ion,  of  their  own 
Burgeons. 

Art.  XY.  All  the  inhabitants  of 
Trinidad  {hall,  within  thirty  days 
from  the  date  hereof,  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  to  demean  themfelves  quietly 
and  faithfully  to  his  government, 
upon  pain,  in  cafe  of  non-compli¬ 
ance,  of  being  feat  away  from  thV 
Bland. 

Done  at  Port  d’Efpagne,  in  the 
i(land  of  Trinidad,  the  iSth  day  of 
February,  1797. 

Ralph  Abercromby. 

Henry  Harvey. 

Joseph  Maria  Chacon.* 
Return  of  the  Spanifh  Garrifpn 

of  the  Ifland  of  Trinidad  made- 

Prifoners  of  War,  Feb.  18, 

*797*  .  .  7 

Royal  artillery. —  1  captain,  r 

lieutenant,  43  nomcommiffioned 
officers,  drummers,  and  privates. 

Engineers. —  i  brigadier,  2  cap¬ 
tains,  1  fubaltern. 

Trinidad  rdgiment.-2  lieutenant- 
colonels,  2  captains,  13  fubalterns, 

1  adjutant,  2  enfigns,  1  furgeon,  1 
chaplain,  504  non-cqmmilfioned  of¬ 
ficers,  drummers  and  privates. 

French  officers.  —  1  lieutenant- 
colonel,  3  captains,  1  fubaltern,  2 
engineers. 

Fifty  men  lick  in  general  ho£ 
pital. 

John  Hope/  Adj.  Gem. 

Return’ 
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Return  of  the  Naval  Officers  and  Seamen  made  Prifoners  of  War  at 
t-hfc  Capture  of  Trinidad,  February,  18,  1797.  » 

1  Chef  d’efcadre. 

I  Brigadier. 

3  Captains  of  line  of  battle  (hips. 

3  Captains  of  frigates. 

7  Lieutenants  of  line  of  battle  (hips. 

74  Officers  of  all  other  descriptions, 

91  Officers. 


381  Marines. 
10  52  Seamen. 

*  *r>  ** 


1613  Total  of  marines  and  feamen. 

(Signed) 


John  Hc/fe,  Adj,  Gen. 


OJpce  of 
and  Tools  found 
Town  of  Puerta 


Jleturn  of  Store; 

Species  of  (fores. 

Pickaxes  helved  ,  - 

Shovels  » 

Hoes  - 

Bill  hooks  -  -  - 

Sledges  -  -  -  r 

Cleavers  -• 

Chifels  -  - 

Crow  bars,  iron  ~ 

/Crow  bars,  fmall  ditto 

Wedges,  a  (Tor  ted  - 
Screws  -  •? 

Ladles  - 
Plates  for  wedges  - 

Steel,  lbs.  r 

Iron  fmall  drawn,  lbs. 

Iron  bars,  flat  60,  lbs. 

Iron  bars,  double  190,  lbs. 

Iron  bars,  round  62,  lbs. 
Jumpers,  5  feet  long 
Prickers  ------ 

Axes,  mafons  - 

Hammers,  mafons  - 

Nails,  fpike  of  13  inches,  lbs. 

_ _ _ 11  inches,  lbs. 

„ — - 6  inches,  lbs. 

-1— - 41  inches,  lbs. 

- - - —  i-*- inch,  lbs.  - 


Nails,  (cupper 

Sheets  of  lead,  each  8  cwt. 


Ordnance ,  'Trinidad ,  Feb.  20,  1JQJ, 

in  the  Engineer  Arfenal  of.  the 

o 

de  Hifpania. 

Serviceable. 

-  1918 

-  2739 

-  3461 

238$ 

1979 

*  4 

-  192 

<  84. 

•  —  20 1  ij 

-  -  -  1989 

124 

-  96 

4010 

7788 

-  82$ 

.  3454* 

-  12300 

*  404; 

-  *456 

■  1732* 

-  •  3427 

134, 

1800 

3000 

2500 

930 

600 

1000 

-  -  -  -  24 

N.B.  No 
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N.B.  No  return  has  as  yet  been  received  from  the  commiflary  fent 
to  Gafpar  Grande,  to  take  an  account  of  the  engineer  (lores  depofited 
in  that  ifland,  but  it  is  underhood  there  are,  amongft  other  articles,  in¬ 
trenching  tools  fufficient  for  500  men. 

(Signed) 

Charles  Shipley,  major  and  commandant 
royal  engineers,  windward  and  leeward 
iflands. 

Return  of  Ordnance,  Ammunition  and  Stores,  captured  on  the  Ifland 

of  Trinidad,  Feb.  18,  1797. 

Brafs  Ordnance. 

2  Twenty-fix  pounders,  difmoynted. 

6  Twenty-fix  pounders,  4  twenty-four  pounders,  9  fixteen  poun-* 

ders,  6  twelve  pounders,  on  travelling  carriages. 

3  Sixteen  pounders  difmounted. 

11  Four  pounders,  on  travelling  carriages,  with  limbers, 

2  Four  pounders,  on  garrifon  carriages. 

8  Twelve-inch  mortars  on  brafs  b^ds. 

Iron  Ordnance. 

10  Sixteen  pounders,  difmounted. 

4  Twelve  pounders,  on  travelling  carriages. 

4  Short  twelve  pounders,  on  garrifon  carriages* 

2  Six  pounders,  difmounted. 

7  Six  pounders,  on  garrifon  carriages. 

13  Four  pounders,  on  ditto. 

6  Four  pounders,  difmounted. 

Loofe  Round  Shot. 

1,698  Twenty-fix  pounders. 

2,799  Twenty-four  pounders. 

200  Eighteen  pounders. 

4,240  Sixteen  pounders. 

1,400  Twelve  pounders. 

450  Ten  pounders. 

220  Eight  pounders. 

1,082  Six  pounders. 

5,092  Four  pounders. 

200  Three  pounders. 

225  Six  pounders,  double  beaded. 

43  F  our  pounders,  double  headed. 

54  Six  pounders,  in  tin  cales. 

50.000  Loofe  iron  balls,  iflb.  each. 

18,600  Ditto,  4  oz.  each. 

1,067  Twelve  inch  ffoells,  empty. 

Canvas  Cartridges,  filled  with  Powder* 

£95  Twenty-four  pounders. 

193  Sixteen  pounders.  * 

201  Twelve  pounders. 

480  Six  pounders. 

,143  Four  pounders. 

258  Twenty -four  pounders,  empty. 


85  Whole 
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85  Whole  barrels  of  powder,  HH.  of  ioolbs.  each. 

6  Half  barrels  of  ditto. 

5,883  Pounds  of  powder,  in  cafes,  in  No.  39 
70,800  Mufquet  cartridges,  in  barrels,  C.  H. 

7,718  Ditto,  in  boxes. 

Spare  Travelling  Carriages. 

2  Twenty-fix  pounders. 

11  Sixteen  pounders. 

2  Twelve  pounders. 

3,225  Mufquets,  with  fteel  ramrods  aiifl  baypnei£. 
j 42,000  Mufquet  flints. 

30  Cwt.  flow  match.  \ 

'  108  Cartouch  boxes,  with  flings. 

400  Spades,  with  helves. 

400  Hoes,  with  ditto. 

200  Fellin?  axes, .with  ditto. 

100  Picks,  with  ditto, 

100  Pickaxes,  with  ditto. 

4:0  Hand- bills. 

62  Covers  of  leather  for  mufquet  locks. 

9,436  lbs.  of  lead,  in  pigs. 

With  a  fuitable  proportion  of  fide-arms  and  fmall  articles  in  the  or* 
finance  department. 

N.  B.  2  iroif  fix  pounders ;  i38_jcartouch  boxes,  with  flings;  298 
fcabbards,  with  bavonefs ;  118  thirteen  inch  fuzees;  1420  tubes;  and 
227  portfires,  unferviceable,  and  not  included. 

Note.  The  fixteen  pounder  brafs  guns  are  the  exaft  dimenfions  oi 
J&nglifh  eighteen  pounders. 

(Signed) 

John  Smith,  major,  commanding  royal  artillery. 
Windward  and  Leeward  Iflands. 


Return  of  Provifipns  found  in  the  Stores  in  the  Ifland  of  Trinidad,  de¬ 
livered  over  to  me  by  the  Commiffary  (or  Contador)  in  the  Service 
of  the  King  of  Spain. 

632  Whole  barrels  of  American  flour. 

99  Half  ditto. 

1 54  Tierces  of  Rice. 

(Signed) 

John  Glasfurd,  Dep.  Com.  Gen. 

Pert  of  Spain ,  Trinidad ^ 


Feb.  20,  1  797. 

Admiralty  Office,  March  27,  1797- 
Captain  Harvey,  of  his  majefty’s 
Jhip  Prince  of  Wales,  arrived  at  the 
Admiralty  this  morning  with  a  di- 
fpatch  from  rear-admiral  Henry  Har¬ 
vey,  commander  in  chief  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fliips  and  veflels  a t  Barbadoes 
and  the  Leeward  Illands,  dated  off 
iPort  d’Efpagne,  in  the  Gulf  of  Pa¬ 


ris,  February  21,  1797,  to  Mr.  Ne¬ 
pean,  fecretary  of  the  admiralty,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  their 
lordfhips,  that  it  having  been  de¬ 
termined  an  attack  fliould  be  made 
on  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  both 

with 
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with  a  view  tp  that  colony,  and  to 
the  Spanifli  fquadron  which  had 
been  there  for  fome  time  pa  ft,  the 
troops  intended  for  this  expedition 
from  Martinique  were  accordingly 
embarked  in  the  fhips  of  war,  and 
tranfports,  and  I  failed  from  Fort 
Koval  Bay,  the  12-th  inftant,  with 
the  fhips  and  veffels  of  his  majefty’s 
fquadron  under  my  command,  as 
per  margin*.  Lieutenant-general 
fir  Ralph  Abercromby  embarked 
with  me  in  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  Invincible  had  previoufly 
failed  for  Baibadoes,  with  two 
tranfports,  to  embark  a  part  of  the 
14th  regiment,  and  the  Thorn  and 
Zebra  were  ordered  to  receive  the 
detachment  from  Tobago.  The 
Favorite  was  fent  to  St.  Vincent  to 
collect  fome  troops  from  that  ifland, 
and  the  whole  were  ordered  to  ren¬ 
dezvous  at  the  ifland  of  Cariacou, 
one  of  the  Grenadines,  on  or  be¬ 
fore  the  13th;  and,  on  my  arrival 
at  that  ifiand,  the  14th,  I  found  all 
the  fhips  and  tranfports  were  af- 
fern  bled. 

On  the  1  qth,  in  the  morning,  I 
failed  with  the  fquadron  and  tran¬ 
fports,  palling  between  Cariacou 
and  Grenada  ;  and  on  the  16th  ar¬ 
rived  off  Trinidad,  and  flood  to¬ 
ward  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  when  hav¬ 
ing  palfed  through  the  great  Bocas 
channel,  at  half- pad  three  in  the 
afternoon,  the  Spanifli  fquadron 
were  difcovered  at  anchor  in  Sha- 
gararmis  Bay,  confilting  of  four  fail 
of  the  line,  under  the  hag  of  a  rear- 
admiral,  and  one  frigate. 

As  the  day  was  well  advanced 
before  I  approached  the  bay,  and 
the  enemy  appeared  in  ftrength  on 
Gafparaux  ifland,  which  command¬ 
ed  the  anchorap-e,  bv  batteries  ere<£t- 
ed  for  that  purpofe,  I  ordered  the 
Arethufa,  Thorn,  and  Zebra,  to 


proceed  a  little  farther  up  the  gulf* 
and  anchor  with  all  the  tranfports. 
The  Alarm,  Favorite,  and  Vi<fto- 
ricufe  were  ordered  to  keep  under 
fail  above  the  tranfports  during  the 
night,  and  prevent  any  velfels  fail¬ 
ing  from  Port  Efpagne, 

In  the  evening,  juft  before  dark, 
I  anchored  with  the  fhips  of  the 
line  in  order  of  battle,  oppolite  the 
enemy's  fciuadron,  within  random* 
fbot  of  their  fhips  and  batteries,  and 
in  confrant  readinefs  to  prevent 
their  efcape  during  the  night,  which 
I  fufpefied  they  might  attempt,  as 
all  their  fails  were  bent,  and  they 
appeared  perfectly  ready  for  failing. 

At  two  o’ciock  in1  the  morning 
of  the  17th  we  difcovered  one  of 
their  fhips  on  fire,  and  foon  after 
three  others,  all  of  which  burnt 
with  g-reatfury  until  near  day-light, 
when  they  were  entirely  confumedf 
One  of  them  having  efcaped  the 
conflagration,  the  boats  were  fent 
ffpm 
broil, 
ed  ar 
I  1 

quainting  their  lordfhips  that  this 
fquadron  of  the  enemy,  command¬ 
ed,  by  rear  admiral  Don  Sebaftia!$ 
Ruiz  de  Apodaca,  were  deftrqyed 
or  captured  according  to  the  lift  I 
herewith  enclofe ;  and  although 
this  fervice  was  effected  without 
any  other  a£t  on  the  part  of  his 
majefty’s  fquadron  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  than  being  placed  in  fuch  a 
fltuation  as  to  prevent  their  efcape, 
I  am  fully  convinced  that  had  they, 
remained  at  their  anchorage  until 
the  next  day,  the  officers  and  men 
whom  1  have  the  honour  to  com¬ 
mand,  would  have  completed,  by 
their  exertion  and  zeal,  the  capture, 
of  the  whole,  notwithftanding  the 
advantage  of  their  fltuation,  under 

O  4.  v.- 


the  fquadron,  and  file  was 
At  out  without  having  receiv- 
y  damage. 

iave  great  fatisfa&ion  in  ac- 


*  Prio.ce  pfWalevBsllona,  Vepgcaace,  Scipio,  FavquritCj- Zephyr,  Terror  bomb. 

the 
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the  cover  of  about  twenty  pieces 
of  cannon  and  three  mortars,  which 
were  mounted  on  Gafparaux  ifland, 
and  had  been  placed  there  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  defending  the  (hips 
in  the  bay  :  that  ifland,  which,  like 
the  (hips,  had  been  abandoned  dur¬ 
ing  the  night,  was  taken  pofleffion 
ofYoon  after  day -light  by  a  party 
of  the  queen’s  regiment. 

General  Abercromby,  early  in 
the  morning,  joined  the  Aretbufa, 
and  the  troops  were  all  landed,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  under  the 
direction  of  captain  Woolley,  co¬ 
vered  by  the*Favoiirite  floop,  about 
three  miles  from  the  town,  without 


oppofltion  :  the  general  took  pof- 
feflion  of' the  town  the  fame  even¬ 
ing,  and  the  1 8th  the  governor  de- 
fired  to  capitulate  for  the  whole 
ifland,  and  the  articles  were  agreed 
to,  and  figned  the  fame  day  ;  a  co¬ 
py  of  which  I  herewith  tranfmit*. 

Captain  Harvey,  of  his  majefly’s 
fliip  Prince  of  Wales,  will  have  the 
honour  to  deliver  this  difpatcb, 
from  whom  I  have  always  expe¬ 
rienced  the  greateft  zeal  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  majefty’s  fervice, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Henry  Harvey. 


Lift  of  Ships  of  War  burnt  and  captured  in  Shaggaramus  Bay,  in  the 
Gulf  of  Paria,  February  17,  1797,  by  the  Squadron  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Rear  Admiral  Harvey. 

,  C  R.  A.  Don  Sebaftian  Ruiz  de  Apodaca,  } 

San  Vincente,  04^  f\qnfa;n  p>on  Geronimo  Mendoza,  I 

Gallarado, 


Arrogante,  - 
San  Damafo, 
Santa  Cecilia, 


(  Captain  Don  Geronimo  Mendoza, 

74  Don  Gabriel  Sorondo, 

74  Don  Raphael  Benafa, 

74  Don  Toref  Jordan,— captured. 

36  Don  Manuel  Urtefabel, — burnt. 

Henry  Harvey. 

!zR  On  Sunday  afternoon,  about  evening  announces  the  following, 
four  o’clock,  a  molt  dreadful  fire  captures'  by  the  veijels  employed  at 
broke  out  at  the  old  family  manfion  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  .(lands ; 
of  the  duke  of  St.  Alban’s,  at  Han-  The  French  corvette  Le  CerfVo- 
worth-park,  near  Hampton  ;  which,  lant,  by  captain  Rickeit  s  or  La 
in  the  courfe  of  three  hours,  de-  Magicienne  ;  the  L’Atricame,  ot 
R roved  every  part  of  the  building,  18  guns,  by  captain  Cook  or  the 
and  all  the  beautiful  gallery  of  Quebec;  the  General  Leveau,  tb 
paintings,  which  were  an  heir-loom  guns  and  80  men,  and  a  Dutch 
with  the  houfe.  Very  little  of  the  brig  and  Spanifh  fchooner  bv  'the 
furniture  was  faved.  The  fire  broke  Refource  and  Mermaid ;  the  Maria 
out  at  the  back  of  the  houfe,  near  Topaze,  of  10  guns  and  64  men,  by 
the  library,  and  was  occafioned  by  the  Lapwing,  captain  Burton  ;  the 
a  girl  belonging  to  the  farm-yard  Galzo,  18  guns,  ^124  men, ^oy  the 


lighting  her  fire  too  near  the  win¬ 
dows;  owing  to  the  high  . wind,  the 
flames  caught  the  (butters,  and  the 
Conflagration  fpread  through  the 
manlion  before  any  abidance  could 
be  obtained.. 

The  ordinary  gazette  of  this 


Alarm,  captain  Fellows  ;  La  Legere, 
of  6  guns  and  48  men,  by  the  Bell 0— 
na ;  La  Buonapane,  14  guns,  by 
La  Suffifante,  captain  Witiman 
the  L ’ E f p‘o ir,  4  guns  a iid  48  h  1  e n , ’ 
by  the  Lapwing;  and  'a  French 
fchooner  of  2  fix  pounders  and  flame 


*  Vide  fir  Ralph  Abercromby* $  Letter. 
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fwivels  by  the  Matilda.  This  ga¬ 
zette  alfo  contains  the  following 
accounts : 

An  Account  of  Spanifh  Veflels,  de¬ 
tained  (by  Admiralty  Order, 
being  Spanifh  Property)  by  his 
Maje fly’s  Ships  and  Veflels  under 
the  Command  of  Henry  Harvey, 
Efq.Hlear  Admiral  of  the  Red, 
Commander  in  Cnief,  &c.  &c. 
&c.  Leeward  Iflands. 

Schooner  Paftora,  laden  with  ox¬ 
en,  hides  and  cocoa,  fent  in  by  the 
Bull  Dog. 

Sloop  Maria  Manuel,  laden  with 
cattle,  lent  in  by  the  George  armed 
Hoop. 

Launch  Delbarmen,  laden  with 
mules,  fent  in  by  the  Alarm. 

Schooner  Flora,  laden  with  fun- 
dries,  fent  in  bv  the  Alarm. 

Sloop  Prince  of  Aflurias,  in  bal- 
laft.feht  in  bv  the  Alarm. 

7  j 

Launch  Rofaria,  laden  with  900 
dollars  and  feme  hogs,  fent  in  by 
the  Alarm. 

Launch  San  Jofeph  de  Arminas, 
laden  with  corn,  fent  in  by  the 
Alarm. 

Launch  Del  Carmen,  laden  with 
mules,  fent  in  by  the  Alarm. 

Sloop  San  Nicholas,  in  ballafl, 
fent  in  by  the  Alarm. 

Launch  Rofario,  laden  with 
mules,  fent  in  by  the  Alarm. 

Launch  Del  Carmen,  laden  with 
corn,  fent  in  by  the  Alarm. 

Ship  Anna  Maria,  laden  with 
drygoods,  fent  in  by  the  Fury. 

(Signed) 

Henry  Harvey. 
An  Account  of  Veflels  recaptured 
by  his  Majefty’s  Ships  and  Veflels 
under  the  Command  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Harvey,  Commander  in 
Chief,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Leeward 
Ifland  Station. 

Ship  Britannia,  in  ballafl,  fent  in 
by  the  Bull  Dog,  recaptured,  having 
been  taken  by  a  French  privateer. 


[April,' 

Brig  Lady  Mary  Fitzmaurice, 
laden  with  merchandife,  fent  in  by 
the  Lapwing,  recaptured,  having 
been  taken  by  a  French  privateer. 

Sloop  Ferdinand,  laden  with  mer-> 
chandife,  fent  in  by  the  Lapwing, 
recaptured,  having  been  taken  by  a 
French  privateer. 

Schooner  Svren,  laden  with  fu« 
gar  and  cotton*  fent  in  by  the  Ari¬ 
adne,  part  of  the  cargo  condemned 
as  a  lawful  prize. 

Schooner  L’  Alexandre, laden  with: 
warlike  flores,  fent  in  bv  the  Ari- 
adne,  condemned  as  a  lawful  prize. 

Guinea  fliip,  Helen,  laden  with 
flaves,  See.  fent  in  by  the  Ven¬ 
geance’s  tender,  captured  the  7th  of 
December,  1796,  by  the  Scipion, 
French  corvette. 

Ship  Alpinall,  laden  with  flaves, 
fent  in  by  L’Aimable,  recaptured. 

Ship  Thomas,  laden  with  fugar 
coffee,  ,and  mahogany,  fent  in  by 
the  Invincible,  recaptured. 

Henry  Harvey, 

29.  The  earls  of  Suffolk  and 
Oxford  were  at  the  levee  at  St. 
James’s ;  the  former  nobleman,  who 
made  a  motion  in  the  ho  life  of  lords 
on  Monday  for  the  difmiffal  of  Mr, 
Pitt,  had  a  private  conference  with 
his  majefly  before  the  council  com¬ 
menced,  for  near  twenty  minutes, 
in  which  the  noble  earl  laid  before 
his  majefly  a  pidlure  of  the  diftreffes 
which  his  minifters  had  brought  on 
their  country. 

APRIL. 

t.  The  London  Gazette  an¬ 
nounces  the  capture  of  the  Spanifh 
brig  the  Magaltanes,  of  4  guns,  but 
pierced  for  iS,  and  36  men,  by 
lieutenant  Kent  of  the  Dover  armed 
tranfport. 

Common  Hall , 

The  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
liverv  of  the  city  of  London  affem- 

bied 
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bled  in  common  hall,  to  confider 
the  report  of  his  majefty’s  anfwer  as 
to  the  time  of  receiving  their  ad- 
drefs  voted  on  the  23d  of  laft 
month. 

The  hall  being  opened  with  the 
ufual  formalities,  the  lord  mayor  in¬ 
formed  the  meeting  that  the  report 
of  the  fheriffs  would  be  read  by  the 
comon  fergeant. 

Mr.  Sylvefter  (the  common  fer¬ 
geant)  read  the  report.  It  Hated 
that  the  fheriffs  had  attended  at  St. 
James’s  on  Friday,  the  24th  of 
March,  to  know  when  the  add  refs, 
carried  in  the  common  hall,  which* 
was  held  on  the  23d,  fliould  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty  ;  that  the  duke 
of  Portland  had  informed  the  fhe¬ 
riffs  that,  his  majefty  received  ad- 
dreffes  from  the  city  of  London  as 
a  corporate  body  only,  and  that  he 
would  receive  the  addrefs  of  the  li¬ 
very  in  the  common  form  at  the  le¬ 
vee  on  the  Wednesday  following, 
or  upon  any  other  levee  day. 

Mr.  Han  foil,  after  a  fpeech  of 
confiderable  length,  moved,  u  That 
the  fheriffs  of  Ton  don  have  at  all 
times  a  right  to  an  audience  of  the 
king,  and  when  deputed  by  the  li¬ 
very  of  London,  they  are  , in  duty 
bound  to  demand  it.”' 

Mr..  Farmer  feconded  the  mo¬ 
tion.  He  faid  he  had  morerefpect 
for  his  majefty  than  to  believe  that 
the  anfwer  given  to  the  Iheriffs  was 
the  king’s  anfwer.  Precedents  had 
been  fought  for  to  fupport  the  pre- 
fent  ref uft  1  to  receive  the  city  ad¬ 
drefs,  and  it  had  been  faid  that  it 
was  in  fome  degree  warranted  by  an 
aft  of  parliament  pafted  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  but  that  was 
furelv  an  aera  too  inaiifpicious  to 
liberty  to  permit  any  of  its  regula¬ 
tions  or  practices  to  be  now  held 
up  as  examples. 

The  que-ftion  being  put,  the  re- 
folutiop  was  carried  in  the  affirma* 
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tive,  as  were 'all  thofe  which  follow- 
ed.  O11  the  fnew  of  hands  only 
two  appeared  againft  each  rfefolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wadding-ton  faid  the  refold 

i-_> 

tion  he  had  to  propofe  would  have 
come  with  peculiar  propriety  from 
the  alderman  of  the  ward  of  Far- 
ringdon  Without  (Mr.  Wilkes), 
who,  he  was  forry  to  obferve,  was 
not  prefent  on  that  day.  Fie  thought 
the  fheriffs  had  afted  very  impro¬ 
perly  in  taking  an  anfwer  from  the 
duke  of  Portland,  and  returning 
without  having  at>  audience  of  the 
king.  The  duke  of  Portland  afted', 
in  this  inftance,  only  as  a  fervant, 
and  it  did  not  become  the  citizens 
of  London,  in  common  hall  .affem- 
bled,  to  receive  the  anfwer  of  a  fer- 
vant  of  fervants.  He  hoped  the  li¬ 
very  of  London  would  not  fttffer 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  city 
to  be  fo  infringed.  Fie  concluded 
by  moving,  u  That  the  lord  mayor, 
attended  by  the  fheriffs  and  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  city  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  be  again  requeftcd  to  prefent 
to  his  majefty  the  addrefs  voted  in 
the  common  hall  of  the  23d  of 
March,,  and  that  no  anfwer  be  re¬ 
ceived  through  the  medium  of  a 
lecretary-  of  ftate.” 

Mr.  Waithman  feconded  the  mo? 
tion.. 

The  following  refolution,  move4 
by  Mr.  Hanfon  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Waddimgton,  was  next  carried 
—  That  the  fheriffs  of  London,  ate 
tended  by  the  city  remembrancer, 
do  wait  on  his  majefty  to  know 
when  he  will  be  gracioufly  plea  ft:  4 
to  receive  the  faid  addrefs  on  the 
throne. 

To  the  motion  of  Mr.  Farmer  it 
was  refolved  —  That  the  flieriffs  be 
in  Unified,  if  neceffary,  to  inform 
his  majefty,  that  the  lord  mayor,  al¬ 
dermen,  and  livery  of  London,  can¬ 
not  deliver  their  addrefs  in  any.  other 

manner 
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-manner  than  to  the  king  on  his 
throne. 

After  this  refolution  was  pafled, 
Mr.  fheriff  Langfton  came  forward 
-and  informed  the  iiverv,  that  they 
might  depend  upon  the  (he  riffs  of 
London  doing  their  duty  agreeably 
to  their  inftrudtions. 

Mr.  Waithman  dated,  that  the 
proceedings  relative  to  the  calling 
of  the  lad  common  hall  had  not 
been  entered  upon  the  journal.  He 
therefore  moved,  “  That  the  an- 
fwer  of  the  lord  mayor  to  the  re- 
quifition  of  the  livery  for  holding 
the  lad  common  hall,  together  with 
their  remondrance,  be  entered  upon 
the  journal  of  their  proceedings.” 

Mr.  Waithman  faid,  that  how¬ 
ever  he  might  have  difapproved  of 
the  conduit  of  the  chief  magi- 
ftrate  with  regard  to  the  calling  of 
the  lad  common  hall,  his  lordihip 
on  the  prefent  occafion  had  ailed  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  could  not  fail  to 
procure  him  the  approbation  of  the 
livery.  Impreffed  with  this  fenti- 
ment,  he  moved,  4-  That  the  thanks 
pf  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  lord 
mayor  for  his  impartial  conduit 
this  day.” — Carried  unanimoufiv. 

-  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Farther, 
the  refolutions  were  ordered  to  be 
correitly  copied,  figned  by  the 
town-clerk,  and  publifhed  in  all  the 
morning  and  evening  papers. 

3 .  A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Weftminder  was  held  in  Palace- 
yard,  (Weftminfter-hali  having  been 
flirut  againd  them  by  order  of  the 
keeper)  to  confiderof  an  addrefs  to 
his  majedy,  &c. 

Peter  Moore,  Efq.  one  of  the  fe- 
yen  gentlemen  who  figned  the  no¬ 
tice  for  the  meeting,  was  called  to 
the  chair.  lie  dated  the  occafion  of 
the  meeting.  He  was  glad  to  fee  fo 
numerous  an  attendance.  lie  was 
one  of  the  houfe  keepers  who  had 
‘figned  the  advertilement  to  call 


them  together  upon  this  important 
occafion  ;  and  as  he  was  voted  into 
the  chair  he  would  perform  his  duty 
as  well  as  he  was  able;  but  as  hi 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  addrefiing 
audiences  of  fuch  refpedlability  and 
numbers,  he  hoped  for  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  the  meeting,  while  he  de¬ 
livered  to  them  the  reafonsfor  call¬ 
ing  them  together.  They  had  feeri 
by  the  advertifement,  which  called 
them  together,  that  it  was  intended 
by  thofewho  convened  them,  that 

thev  fhould  be  better  accommo- 
«/ 

dated  than  they  were.  The  place 
( Weftminfter-hall)  ufually  allotted 
to  the  citizens,  parifhioners,  and  in¬ 
habitants  of  Weftminder,  when  they 
met  to  deliberate  on  public' bufinefs, 
had  been  forcibly  and  rudely  fhut 
again  ft  them.  So  deprived  of  their 
ufual  accommodation,  they  were 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  in 
verv  unfavourable  weather,  to  do 
the  beft  they  could  do  in  the  caufe 
.of  their  expiring  liberty.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  difeouraging  a* 
thev  were,  the  inhabitants  of  Weft- 
minfter  would  fight  to  the  laft  gafp 
for  the  recovery  of  their  rights  ;  he 
did  not  mean  that  they  fhould  fight 
with, '  weapons  of  deftrudtion,  but 
with  arguments,  that  they  would 
firmly  affer’t  the  rights  which  had 
been  fo  bravely  fought  for  by  their 
anceftors,  and  trail fmitted  by  them 
to  us  as  a  facred  depofit  to  be  hand¬ 
ed  down  unimpaired  to  our  pofte- 
rity.  That  they  would,  by  petition 
to  the  throne,  Hate  their  calamities 
and  Grievances,  with  that  firmnefs 
which  the  confcioufnefs  of  juftice, 
integrity,  and  honour  could  never 
fail  to  infpire.  The  queftion  was* 
whether  we  were  to  have  peace  or 
not?  Peace  !  peace  !  refounded  from 
all  parts  of  the  company.  This 
w as  not  a  queftion  of  loyalty,  for 
there  was  no  doubt  they  were  all 

loyal  j. 
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loyal;  it  was  not  a  queftion  of  the 
patronage  of  minifters  ;  that  was  too 
infignificant  to  be  confidered  now  ; 
it  was  a  queftion  which  involved 
the  falvation  of  this  country,  and 
with  it,  the  happinefs,  and  even  the 
comfort  of  every  individual  whom 
he  had  the  honour  of  addrefling.  It 
was  a  queftion  which  involved  the 
intereft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  world  in  which 
we  live. 

There  was  a  petition  prepared, 
the  fub dance  of  which  was,  to  ad- 
drefs  his  majefty  on  the  calamitous 
condition  of-  this  country;  and 
which  related  fadts  which,  he  be¬ 
lieved,  the  company  would  think 
was  defcriptive  of  the  laft  four 
years  of  the  adminiftration  of  this 
country;  of  the  violent,  outrageous 
conduit  of  his  majefty’s  minifters 
towards  the  people  of  this  country  ; 
as  that  conduit  regarded  the  lives, 
the  liberties,  or  the  property  of  the 
people  of  this  country;  fo  that  little 
would  be  neceftary  for  him  to  fay  to 
fatisfy  the  meeting  of  the  propriety 
of  the  petition.  If  he  were  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  take  notice  of  the  conduit 
of  minifters,  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  their  career  to  the  prefent 
hour,  the  means  by  which  they  came 
into  power,  he  was  fure  he  might 
bring  againft  thefe  minifters  charges 
to  which  they  themfelves  muft  plead 
guilty.  But  he  did  not  mean  to  de¬ 
tail  the  whole  of  their  contradiitory, 
delufive,  daring  and  wicked  con¬ 
duit,  by  which  they  had  exhibited 
fo  much  corruption  and  iniquity, 
and  in  which  they  hid  been  guilty 
of  almoft  every  ait  that  could  tend 
t-o  debafe  the  human  charaiter. 
Much  of  this  their  conduit  he 
would  pafs  by,  and  for  the  purpofes 
of  brevity  he  would  confent  to  for¬ 
give  minifters  for  the  whole  of  their 
mifdeeds  for  eight  years  of  their  ad- 
miniftration.  It  was  only  for  the 
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laft  four  years  that  he  should  exhi¬ 
bit  any  complaint  againft  them;  and 
in  this  narrative  he  fhould  be  (horU 
In  the  year  1792,  the  minifter 
brought  forward  a  Hate  of  the  ua* 
tion  before  our  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives.  In  the  courfe  of  which  he 
faid,  that  the  annual  probable  in¬ 
come  of  this  country  would  exceed 
its  expenditure  by  900,0001,  he 
faid  alio,  that  700,000b  more  would 
be  afterwards  faved  each  year.  He 
alfo  congratulated  the  country  on 
the  hopes  that  the  national  debt 
fhould  be  reduced,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  burthens  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  would  be  fo  far  eafed,  that 
2Qo,oool.  a  year  fhould  be  taken  off 
annually  of  taxes  which  were  felt* 
feverely,  and  were  extremely  ob¬ 
noxious.  Thefe  were  taxes  which, 
never  ought  to  have  been  laid$  for 
they  were  taxes  on  female  induftry* 
The  minifter,  however,  at  this  time* 
allured  the  public  that  he  was  not 
holding'  forth  the  language  of  delu* 
fion,  that  prosperity  was  within  our 
view,  for  that,  we  had  a  ,  fair  pro- 
fpeit  of  the  long  continuance  of 
peace.  This  was  in  the  year  1792. 
Four  months  after  this,  in  the  month 
of  June,  the  parliament  was  pro¬ 
rogued  ;  ftill  countenance  was  given: 
to  the  hope  of  the  continuance  of 
peace,  and  afterwards  parliament 
was  diftolved,  ftill  the  people  ex- 
peit'ing  much  alleviation  from  taxes* 
Five  months  more  elapfed,  and 
there  came  out  a  proclamation  un¬ 
der  the  royal  authority  ;  complain¬ 
ing  of  whom  ?  Of  the  foreign  ene^ 
mv  ?  No  —  of  thofe  Wliotn  mini-1 
fters  were  pleafed  to  call  the  do- 
nieftic  enemies  of  this  country.  Oii 
the  15th  of  December  1792,  an  ad- 
drefs  was  voted  to  the  throne  by 
parliament,  which,  if  true,  there 
was  not  one  man  who  heard  him  this' 
moment  who  ought  not  to  be  hang¬ 
ed,  It  dated  that  a  vaft  number  of 
(E)  perfons 
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peiTons  were  ready  for  infurre&ion 
in  this  country;  if  that  proclama¬ 
tion  had  been  true,  every  man  in 
the  prefent  meeting  ought  to  be 
firfpe&ed,  and  almoft  every  perfon 
who  was  not  there  ought  to  be  fu- 
fpecfted ,  for  that  proclamation  Hated, 
in  fubftance,  that  every  man  who 
was  not  a  minifter,  or  an  advocate 
for  minifters,  was  ready  for  an  infur- 
redlion  in  this  country.  The  mili¬ 
tary  power  was  called  out ;  for  What 
purpofe  ?  To  quell  an  infurredlion  ? 
No.  There  was  no  infurredtion. 
It  was  to  fupport  minifters  in  their 
plan  to  enflave  the  people.  Had 
minifters  really  thought  there  was 
any  difpohtion  to  infurrection  in- 
the  people,  why  did  they  not  call 
out  the  military  power  fooner  ?  All 
the  great  armament  of  the  country 
was  raifed  againft  what  minifters 
called  the  internal  enemies  of  this 
country  ;  but  by  which  they  really 
meant  the  people  of  this  country. 
Minifters  faw  that  truth  was  about 
to  pervade  the  land.  Truth  was 
their  enemy,  and  therefore  they  re- 
foived  that  truth  '  Should  be  fup- 
preffed.  We  now  faw  too  plainly  the 

wholeof  the  miniderial  fvftem.  The 
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immenfe  military  preparations  here 
were  not  intended  to  protedt  us 
againft  the  attempts  of  an  invading 
enemy,  jfbr  minifters  remained  per- 
fedlly  neutral  with  regard  to  affairs 
on  the  continent  for  a  great  length 
of  time;  we  now  faw  inoft  clearly, 
that  this  armament  was  intended  to 
carry  on  a  certain  fyftem  at  home 
againft  the  people  of  this  country, 
againft  every  man  in  the  prefent 
meeting;  and  he,  as  one  of  it,  would 
take  his  fhare  of  the  inconvenience. 
Th  is  fyftem  of  falfehood  continued 
to  be  carried  on  under  the  idea  of 
an  alarm  for  the  fafety  of  our  con- 
ftituiion,  until  that  alarm  was  ex- 
haufted.  What  was  the  next  de¬ 
ception  which  minifters  played  ©ff 
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upon  the  public  ?  Why  the  rumour 
of  a  famine.  Amprejuggle.  There 
never,  never  was  any  real  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  apprehenfton  of  a  fa¬ 
mine  in  this  country,  while  the  mi¬ 
nifters  pretended  there  was.  He 
bimfelf  travelled  at  that  time  1400 
miles  over  this  country  ;  and  he 
would  undertake  to  declare,  there 
was  no  deficiency  in  the  harveft  any 
where  in  this  country.  But  wjiat 
was  the  effedt  of  this  rumour  of  fa¬ 
mine?  A  prodigious  high  price  in 
corn  and  all  the  other  neceffaries  of 
life.  What  was  to  become  of  the 
honed  labourer,  and  the  mduftribus 
mechanic,  and  working  manufac¬ 
turer  ?  They  were  induced  to  en- 
1  i ft  in  large  numbers  into  military 
fervice  to  fave  themfelves  from 
ftarving.  What  was  the  fituation 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  call¬ 
ing  itfelf  free,  when  men  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  undergo  military  flavery  in 
order  to  procure  bread  ?  What  was  the 
minifter’s  view  in  bringing  the  peo¬ 
ple  to-  this  condition  ?  To  put  them 
under  military  command  in  order 
to  terrify  the  remaining  part  of  the 
public,  and  to  keep  them  from  op¬ 
posing  the  minifter  in  his  fchemes. 
There  was  another  complaint  now 
to  be  ccnfidered,  for  there  was  now 
no  money  in  the  bank ;  this  was  aifo 
the  fault  of  the  minifter,  and  by 
which  a  great  evil  was  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  for  public  credit  was  almofl: 
entirely  deftroyed  ;  the  public  cre¬ 
ditor  was  to  be  defrauded,  in 
order  that  the  foldier  Should  be 
paid  with  the  money  of  that  pub¬ 
lic  creditor ;  and  now  we  were 
upon  the  point  of  being  called  up¬ 
on  to  fubmit  to  any  meafure 
which  the  minifter  might  think 
proper  to  didfate,  however  unjufl: 
it  might’be,  or  however  infulting  to 
humanity.  '  ,  , 

[Here  he  find  the  petition  ftiould 
be  read,  which  was  done  accord¬ 
ingly, 
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Such,  he  faid,  was  the  petition 
which  was  offered  to  the  meeting, 
which,  if  it  met  their  approbation, 
was  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty. 
They  would  perceive  it  was  a  furn- 
mary  of  the  conduct  of  his  majef¬ 
ty ’s  minifters  for  the  laft  four  years. 
By  it  they  were  reminded  that  rrit- 
ijifters  had  fown  the  feeds  of  dif- 
truft  in  every  family  throughout 
the  kingdom.  They  had  fetthe  fa¬ 
ther  again  ft  the  fon,  and  the  fon 
againft  the  father,  in  orderto  extin- 
guifli  our  love  of  liberty,  if  that 
were  poflible.  If  any  man  who 
heard  him  doubted  this,  he  would 
defire  him  to  attend  to  the  three 
following  fentences,  as  defcriptive 
of  the  conduct  of  his  maje fly’s 
prefent  minifters  :  They  have  m- 
creafed  the  number  of  our  poor- 
Ijpufes,  which  are  not  yet  nume¬ 
rous  enough  to  contain  our  poor; 
they  have  enlarged  our  jails  ;  and 
they  have  ereCted  and  efiablifhed 
barracks  all  over  this  kingdom. 

The  queflion,  that  the  petition 
be  adopted  by  the  company  as  their 
petition  to  the  king,  was  then  put 
and  carried  without  fo  much  as  one 
diffent. 

It  was  then  moved,  “  That  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to 
Mr.  Fbx  for  the  firm  and  faithful 
dilcharge  of  his  public  duty,  and 
particularly  for  oppofing  that  fatal 
fyflem  of  meafures,  of  which  he 
prophetically  forefaw  the  ruinous 
cdnfequenceS.” 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that,  before  he  re¬ 
turned  his  heartfelt  thanks  for  the 
honour  now  conferred  upon  him, 
he  begged  leave  to  congratulate  the 
meeting  upon  the  numerous  and 
refpedable  attendance  which  he  ob- 
ferved  on  the  prefent  occafion.  It 
had  been  the  objeCt  of  minifters  to 
throw  every  obftacle  they  could 
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devife  in  the  way  of  petitioning. 
L&ft  parliament  they  had  introduced 
laws  by  which  this  right  of  the  fub- 
jed  was  encumbered  with  vexa¬ 
tious  difficulties.  Legal  means, 
however,  were  yet  left,  by  which 
the  people  could  aftemble  to  ex- 
prefs  their  fentiments ;  and  of  thefe 
they  had  now  availed  themfelves. 
But  minifters  were  not  contented 
with  the  encroachments  they  had 
already  made  upon  tHe  right  of  pe¬ 
titioning,  but  endeavoured  to  defeat 
the  exercife  of  what  yet  was  left. 
They  had  prevented  the  livery  of 
the  city  of  London  from  prefent- 
ing  that  addrefs  which  they  had 
voted  to  If  is  majefty.  Even  bn  the 
prefent /occafion  they  had  prac¬ 
ticed  every  pitiful  artifice  which 
their  malice  could  devife  to  create 
embarrafiment,  and  had  given  di¬ 
rection  tofome  of  their  creatures  to 
lhut  the  hall  in  which  the  prefent 
meeting  was  meant  to  be  held.  For¬ 
tune  at  firft  feemed  to  favour  the 
wifties  of  minifters,  and  they  hoped 
that  by  the  inclemency  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  the  meeting  would  be  difcoii- 
certed.  The  refult,  however,  would 
furnifh  additional  proof  of  their 
fteadinefs  and  ftneerity.  They  had 
fnown  that  thev  were  not  to  be  de- 
terred  bv  corifideratioris  of  perfon- 
al  inconvenience  from  performing 
their  duty.  The  ftate  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  in  which  they  had  aftembled, 
added  to  the  glory  of  ftanding  for¬ 
ward  upon  an  emergency  fo  criti¬ 
cal,  and  evinced  a  deliberate  con¬ 
viction  of  the  danger  in  which  the 
country  was  placed,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  abandoning  the  fyftem  of 
meafures  by  which  it  had  been  oc- 
cafioiied.  He  was  glad  that  his  con¬ 
duct  had  been  thought  worthy  of 
their  approbation.  The  conduct 
which  had  gained  this  mark  of  their 
efteem,  was  a  decided  and  uniform 
oppofition  to  the  prefent  war,  and 
(E  2)  his 
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his  hostility  to  the  mock  negotia¬ 
tions  by  which  the  return  of  peace 
was  prevented.  He  congratulated 
the  meeting,  and  the  public,  upon 
the  re.fult  of  the  prefent  day.  The 
able  explanation  which  had  been 
given  hy  the  worthy  chairman  of 
the  reafons  of  the  prefent  meafure, 
rendered  it  unnecefTary  for  him  to 
go  arlength  into  the  fubjedf.  With 
the  remarks  he  had  to  offer,  he  fhould 
even  in  the  prefent  weather  trefpafs 
upon  their  indulgence  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes.  The  minifter  had  indeed 
reduced  the  national  debt  20  mil¬ 
lions,  but  he  had  added  150;  he 
had  repealed  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
200,oool.  but  he  had  added  fix  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half;  yet,  enormous  as 
the  burdens  which  he  had  impofed 
were,  it  had  been  confeffed  that 
they  were  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
the  juft  claims  of  the  national  cre¬ 
ditor;  never  was  there  a  minifter 
who  poffeffed  greater  means,  and 
who  was  lefs  fcrupulous  in  the 
means  he  employed,  who  had  been 
fo  unfuccefsful  in  the  ends  which 
he  purfued,  and  in  the  enterprifes 
which  he  attempted;  he  had  not 
fpared  the  money  of  the  people ; 
that  thev  well  knew ;  he  had  not 
fpared  their  liberty  ;  that  they  had 
fufficiently  experienced  in  a  fifter 
kingdom;  he  had  not  fcrupled  to 
deprive  a  whole  province  of  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  conftitution,  and  to  fub- 
jeef  them  to  martial  law.  Here  he 
had  not  fcrupled  to  attack  the  very 
vitals  of  public  liberty,  and  by  ill- 
founded  charges  of  high  treafon,  to 
attack  the  lives  of  innocent  men; 
in  this  attempt,  however,  minifters 
had  been  dilappointed  by  the  noble 
.  and  patriotic  ,condu£l  of  Englifli 
juries;  and  the  country, deciding  as 
a  jury,  had  confirmed  the  verdhft. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this  fteady  and 
independent  conduct,  who  could 
pretend  to  point  out  the  facrifices 
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which  the  minifter  might  have  de¬ 
manded  ?  And  could  it  be  faid  that 
any  prefent  would  have  been  fafe  if 
the  attempts  of  the  minifter  had  not 
thus  been  checked  in  their  com¬ 
mencement  ?  The  minifter,  it  had 
been  feen,  had  declared  that  there 
was  not  money  to  pay  the  public 
creditor  ;  yet  he  thought  that  there 
was  money  to  fend  to  the  emperor 
of  Germany.  That  it  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  minifters  to  make  farther 
advances  to  the  emperor,  appeared 
from  a  paper  laid  before  the  houfe 
of  commons  on  Friday  laft.  This 
was  a  paper  of  the  moft  extraordi¬ 
nary  nature,  and  ought  to  be  known 
to  every  man  in  the  country,  ft 
appeared  that  advances  had  been 
made  to  the  emperor,  and  the  fecu- 
rity  was  worthy  of  remark.  It  was 
not  that  a  fund  was  provided  for 
the  payment,  but  it  was  faid,  when 
you  lend  me  more,  I  will  repay 
vvhat  you  have  already  advanced  ; 
it  was  the  fecurity  of  a  man  who 
borrows  twenty  pounds,  and  pro- 
mifes  to  pay  the  debt  when  the 
creditor  fhall  lend  him  an  hun¬ 
dred.  The  fenti merits  which  he 
had  expreffed  from  the  huftings  laft 
election,  he  had  found  no  reafon  to 
retradf.  He  was  more  and  more 
convinced,  that  if  the  country  at 
large  would  difplay  the  fame  fpirit, 
manifefted  by  the  eledlors  of  Weft- 
mi  nfter,  the  affairs  of  the  public 
would  be  in  a  better  fituation.  He 
hoped  that  the  public  would  be 
animated  by  the  glorious  example 
which  was  now  given  them,  and 
catch  a  portion  of  that  fpirit  by 
which  his  conftituents  were  ani¬ 
mated.  In  a  fituation  like  the  pre¬ 
fent,  they  ought  to  examine  into  the 
ftate  of  public  affairs.  If  an  indi¬ 
vidual  found  that  under  the  adm*» 
niftration  of  his  Reward,  his  reve¬ 
nues  were  impaired,  and  his  pro¬ 
perty  dilapidated,  would  he  not 

think 
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think  it  time  to  change  his  fervant, 
and  to  examine  into  his  affairs? 
They  ought  to  examine  into  the 
Hate  of  their  affairs  therefore  ;  and 
whoever  were  the  minifters,  they 
ought  not  to  refign  themfelves  to 
their  adminiftration  with  implicit 
confidence.  They  ought  to  pre- 
fcribe  the  mode  of  conduct  which 
was  in  future  to  be  purfued. 
He  believed  that  it  was  not  yet  too 
late  to  fave  the  country  :  but  if  mi¬ 
nifters  were  allowed  to  go  on  in  the 
prefent  fyftem,  no  exertion,  no  fpi- 
rit  could  fave  us  from  the  ruin  by 
which  we  were  threatened. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  faid,  that 
he  was  perhaps  called  upon  to  fay 
a  few  words,  in  confequence  of 
being  named  to  accompany  thofe 
who  were  to  prefent  the  petition  ; 
but  he  ihould  not  detain  the  meet¬ 
ing  long  with  what  he  had  to  ob- 
ferve.  He  hoped  that  they  would 
confirm  by  their  fignatures  what 
they  had  fan&ioned  by  their  votes. 
Jt  was  the  undoubted  right  of  the 
fubjeT  to  petition  the  throne.  It  was 
the  firft  and  the  beft  inheritance  of 
freemen.  They  ought  to  approach 
his  majefty  with  a  language  calm, 
yet  temperate;  refpectful,  but  man¬ 
ly  ;  loyal,  but  fuch  as  was  fitting 
freemen  to  employ.  The  advan¬ 
tage  of  public  meetings  had  been 
experienced  on  many  important 
occafions.  That  they  now  met  on 
the  prefent  occafion  was  a  glorious 
proof  of  the  advantage  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  Iaft  year,  and  though  they  had 
not  gained  their  full  obje<5t,  they 
had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  what 
they  had  thus  been  able  to  preferve 
of  their  rights.  He  hoped  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  inhabitants  of  Weft> 
minfter  would  be  followed  by  the 
country  at  large.  iate  Parlia¬ 

ment  might  juftly  be  called  the 
king’s  parliament,  for  they  had 
ftiown  themfelves  more  attentive  to 
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the  mandates  of  his  majefty’s  mini¬ 
fters  than  to  the  intereftsof  the  peo¬ 
ple.  He  hoped  they  would  conti¬ 
nue  to  exert  themfelves;  that  they 
would  remember  what  their  forefa¬ 
thers  had  done;  what  Engliftimen 
had  achieved  in  defence  of  liberty, 
and  that  they  would  glory  to  diftin- 
guilli  themfelves  in  the  fame  career. 
If  they  did  not  perfevere,  their  li¬ 
berties  would  be  crufhed  for  ever, 
and  the  nation  ruined  beyond  reco¬ 
very. 

The  chairman  informed  the  meet¬ 
ing  that  the  petition  was  prepared 
for  ftgnature,  and  he  hoped  that 
none  would  go  away  before  they 
confirmed  their  votes  by  their  fig- 
natures. 

The  chairman  returned  his  thanks 
to  the  meeting  for  the  approbation 
they  had  exprefied  of  his  conduft. 

The  whole  of  the  bufinefs  was 
conduced  with  the  utmoft  decorum 
and  propriety.  The  meeting,  which 
was  very  numerous,  difperfed  in 
the  moft  orderly  manner. 

Having  given  an  account  of  the 
fentiments  of  this  meeting,  we  have 
to  add  that  fimiiar  meetings  were 
held  in  the  courfe  of  the  fpring 
in  the  following  counties  and  cities, 
and  fimiiar  refoiutionsand  addreftes 
voted.  To  detail  the  fpeeches  at 
each  would  far  exceed  our  bounds. 
Surrey 
Kent  * 

Ham  p  fit  ire 
Cambridgefhire 
Gloucefterlhire 
Bedford  (hire 
Forfarfliire 
London 
Weftminfter 
Southwark 
Edinburgh 
Dublin 
'  Glafgow 
Paifley 
Nottingham 

(Ej) 
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Leicefter 

Bofton 

Steyning 

Salifburv 

J  , 

Canterbury 

Rochefter 

Evefham 

Middlesex 

Yorkshire 

Nort.hu  mberland, 

Norfolk,  &c.&c.” 

"From  the  London  Gazette, 
Admiralty-Office.)  April  4,  1797. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  .Rear- Ad  t 
4  miral  Pringle,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  and 
Veflels  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  to  Mr.  Nepean,  dated  at 
that  Settlement  on  the  15th  of 
January  faff. 

On  the  31ft  ult.  his  majefty’s 
fhlps  Jupiter  and  Sceptre  returned 
here  from  their  cruife  off  the  Mau-' 
ritius,  having  captured  three  fmall 
veflels,  two' of  which  they  deftroy- 
ed  ;  the  third,  a  brig,  arrived  the 
1 2th  inlftant.  Captain  Lofack  left 
that  ftntion  on  the  25th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  having  previoufly  detached  the 
Crefcent,  Braave,  and  Sphinx,  to 
look  into  Foul  Point  and  Auguftine 
Bay.  On  the  13th  thefe  laft  Blips 
returned  to  this  place,  having  cap¬ 
tured  five  veflels,  as  per  inclofcd 
lift,  and  alfo  deftroyed  an  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  enemy  at  Foul  Point, 
upon  the  if] and  of  Madagafcar;  the 
articles  of  the  capitulation  of  which 
I  now  enclofe,  together  with  cap¬ 
tain  Spranger’s  letter  to  me  upon 
the  fu bjefb 

Inclofures  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
J'  going  Letter  from  Rear-  Admiral 
Pringle,  viz. 

Crefcent,  Cape  cf  Good  Hope , 
Jani  14, -1797V 

SIR, 

J  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 

X  *-  •  •  i  •  ,  i  ,  ...  •  "  ‘  . 
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that,  in  purfuance  of  my  orders,  J 
proceeded  with  his  majefty’s  Blips 
Braave  and  Sphinx  under  my  corn-* 
mand  to  Foul  Point  in  the  ifiand  of 
Madagafcar;  and  having  landed  th<? 
marines  and  fm a  11-ar ms-men  of  the 
fquadron,  and  fummoned  the  French 
refidentto  furrender,  I  took  poflef- 
fion  of  the  fort  and  facftory  in  be-? 
half  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and 
remained, there  till  I  had  completed 
the  demolition  of  the  eftabhftiment, 
agreeable  to  my  directions. 

The  French  had  a  confiderable 
depot  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
Bores  and  merchandize  for  trading 
with  the  natives,  the  deftruCtion  of 
which  muft  greatly  diftrefs  the  ene¬ 
my,  as  the  Bland  of  Mauritius  draws 
its  principal  fupplies  of  provifions 
from  this  fettlement. 

I  have  alfo  the  honour  to  tranf- 
mit  you  the  capitulation  of  M. 
Raftelin,  the  refident,  who  I  fent, 
together  with  other  prifoners  in  a 
cartel  to  the  Ifle  of  France  ;  and  re¬ 
main  with  great  refpeCt,  Sir,  &c. 

J.  VV.  Spranger. 
Rear-Admiral  Pringle,  &c. 

Tranflation  of  a  Letter  from  Monf. 
Raftelin,  Refident  at  Foul  Point, 
to  Captain  Spranger,  containing 
the  Terms  for  the  Surrender  of 
that1  Settlement. 

SIR, 

Having  been  fummoned  by  you 
to  furrender  this  fettlement,  I  am  to 
acquaint  you,  that  the  fuperior 
force  you  have  brought  again!!  it 
renders  all  refiftance  on  my  part 
ufelefs  :  I  have  therefore  to  defire, 
before  I  lower  the  French  colours, 
that  you  will  caufe  a  few  guns,  un- 
Biotted,  to  be  fired  at  the  place, 
which  I  will  anfwer  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  thefi  the  three-colour¬ 
ed  Bag  fhall  be  hauled  down  ;  but 

1  muft  repeat  my  defire  that  nofhot 

2  ••  may. 
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may  be  fired  by  you,  led:  any  mif- 
chief  or  alarm  fliould  be  occasioned 
to  the  natives. 

Foul  Point,  Ifland  of  Madagaf- 
car,  12th  Frimaire,  Fifth  Year 
of  the  French  Republic. 

Rasselin, 

Thefe  articles,  propofed  by  Monf. 
Raflelin,  agent  for  the  republic  of 
France  at  Foul  Point,  ifland  of  Ma¬ 
dagascar,  are  agreed  to  by 

J.  W.  Spranger, 
Captain  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Crefcent,  and  femor  Offi¬ 
cer  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces 
at  Foul  Point. 

Witnefs  D.  Walker. 

Lift  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships  and  Vef- 
fels  captured  by  the  Squadron 
under  the  Orders  of  Captain 
Spranger,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Crefcent,  viz. 

Ship  La  Reunion,  320  tons,  in 
ballaft,  bound  from  thelile  de  Bour¬ 
bon  to  Foul  Point. 

Ship  Le  Navigateur,  300  tons,  in 
ballaft,  bound  from  the  Ifle  de 
France  to  Foul  Point. 

Brig  La  Diane,  80  tons,  cargo  of 
flaves,  pepper,  fait,  &c.  bound  from 
Mozambique  to  the  Ifle  de  France. 

Cutter  L’Euphrafie,  46  tons,  in 
ballaft,  bound  from  Foul  Point,  to 
the  Ifle  de  France. 

Lug  boat,  Le  Tig-re,  18  tons,  car¬ 
go  of  flaves,  bound  from  Quiloa  to 
Foul  Point. 

Came  on  the  election  of  a  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor  of  the 
bank, of  England  for  the  year  en- 
fuing,  when  Thomas  Raikes,  Efq. 
was  chofen  governor,  and  Samuel 
Thornton,  Efq.  deputy  governor. 

5.  Came  on  the  election  of  twen¬ 
ty-tour  directors,  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  gentlemen  were  chofen  : 
Thomas  Boddington,  Efq. 

Samuel  Bofanquet,  Efq, 


Alexander  Champion,  Efq. 

Edward  Darell,  Efq. 

Thomas  Dea,  Efq. 

George  Dorrien,  Efq. 

N.  Bogle  French,  Efq. 

Daniel  Giles,  Efq. 

Jeremiah  Hannan,  Efq. 

Thomas  Lewis,  Efq. 

Beefton  Long,  Efq. 

William  Manning,  Efq. 

Job  Mathew,  Efq. 

Sir  R.  Neave,  Bart. 

Jofeph  Nutt,  Efq. 

John  Pearfe,  Efq. 

George  Peters,  Efq. 

Charles  Pole,  Efq. 

John  Puget,  Efq. 

James  Reed,  Efq. 

Peter  Ifaac  Thelluflon,  Efq. 
Godfrey  Thornton,  Efq. 

Rt.  H.  Brook  Watfon,  Ld.  Mayor. 
John  Whitmore,  Efq. 

A  general  court  was  held  at  the 
India  houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  e- 
ledting  by  ballot  a  director  in  the 
room  of  John  Townfon,  Efq.  de- 
ceafed.  At  ftx  o’clock  the  glades 
were  finally  clofed  and  delivered  to 
the  fcrutineers,  who,  on  fu  naming 
up  the  votes,  declared  the  numbers 
to  be 

For  Edward  Parry,  Efq.  -  -  933 

Richard  Chicheiy  Plowden, 

Elq.  -  -  -  3  79 

Whereupon  Mr.  Parry  was  de¬ 
clared  duly  elected  for  the  term  of 
two  years. 

8.  The  London  Gazette  an¬ 
nounces  the  capture  of  L’Amitie 
French  privateer,  of  14  guns  and  53 
men,  by  lieutenant  Elliott  of  the 
Plymouth  armed  lugger;  of  theBons 
Amis  French  privateer  cutter,  of 
6  guns  and  32  men,  by  the  Spitfire, 
captain  Seymour;  of  Le  Prends 
Garde  a  Loup,  of  2  guns  and  28 
men,  by  lieutenant  Sharp  of  the'Do- 
yer  cutter;  and  of  5  French,  vef. 

(E  4)  fels 
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fels,  one  of  6  guns  and  40  men,  by 
the"  Canada,  three  by  the  Magi- 
cienne,  one  of  24  guns,  and  two 
others  of  10  guns  each, 

Doivnzng -jlveet^  April  8.  A  di- 
fpatch,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extra£l,  has  been  received  by  the 
right  honourable  lord  Grenville,  his 
majefty’s  principal  fecretarv  of /late 
for  foreign  affairs,  from  colonel 
Graham,  dated  head-quarters  of  his 
royal  highnefs  Archduke  Charles, 
af  "Vippach,  March  20,  1797. 

In  my  laft  difpatch  from  Udine 
of  the  14th  inft.  I  had  the  honour 
of  informing  yourlordfhip  that  the 
archduke’s  head-quarters  were  juft 
going  to  be  moved  forward  to  Pa- 
periano,  near  Codroipo,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  report  of  the  French  aiv 
my  being  in  motion  towards  the 
Piave.  This  intelligence  was  foon 
after  confirmed,  with  the  additional 
account  of  general  Maftena’s  having 
penetrated  bv  Feltri  into  the  upper 
valley  of  the  Piave,  and  defeated  ge¬ 
neral  Lufignan  near  Bellerno  ;  but 
5t  was  ftill  doubtful  whether  their 
principal  corps  was  advancing  to¬ 
wards  the  Tagliamento  merely  to 
cover  general  Maftena’s  column,  or 
to  undertake  offenfive  operations. 
On  the  1 5th  general  Hohenzollern, 
who  had  been  left  with  a  detachment 
on  the  Piave,  retired  behind  the  Ta¬ 
gliamento,  where  the  imperial  ar¬ 
my  was  cantoned.  On  the  1 6th, 
about  ten  A.  M.  the  enemy  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  high  road  of  Valva- 
fone,  and  pu  filed  feme  fmall  parties 
of  cavalry  and  infantry  acrofs  the 
river,  which,  from  the  extraordina¬ 
ry  drought  of  the  feafon,  was  every 
where  fordable,  but  thefe  were  dri¬ 
ven  back  with  fome  lofs.  A  diftaht 
cannonade  was  then  kept  up  dur¬ 
ing  the  reft  of  the  day  till  four  P.  M. 
when  the  enemy  having  formed  a 
Very  ftrong  column  of  demi-  brigade 


[April* 

in  front,  intermixed  with  cavalry 
and  artillery,  advanced  rapidly,  and 
eroded  the  river  near  the  upper 
end  of  the  extenfive  and  open  plain, 
occupied  by  twelve  weak  fqua- 
drons.  His  royal  highnefs’s  per- 
fonal  exertions  could  not  prevent 
thefe  from  yielding  to  fuch  fupe- 
rior  force.  After  this  fuccefsful 
attack  by  the  enemy’s  left,  their 
right  wing  crofted  the  river  without 
oppofition ;  but  the  progrefs  of 
their  numerous  cavalry  was  checked 
by  the  fteady  behaviour  of  the  .regi¬ 
ment  of  Puis,  polled  at  the  end  of 
the  plain  nexj'  to  Codroipo. 

The  reft  of  the  infantry  were  un¬ 
der  arms  further  back,  near  their 
cantonments,  and  was  not  engaged. 
On  feeing  the  enemy’s  force,  which 
both  in  cavalry  and  infantry 
was  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  the 
imperial  army,  the  archduke  order¬ 
ed  a  retreat  after  funfet.  The  head¬ 
quarters  were  that  night  at  Onta- 
gnaul,  and  were  removed  on  the  1 7th 
to  Vilco,  behind  Palma,  which,  not 
being  in  a  ftate  of  defence,  was 
evacuated  on  the  1 8th ;  the  head¬ 
quarters  being  removed  to  Gorice. 

On  the  19th  the  enemy  advanced 
towards  the  Ifonzo,  in  two  columns, 
above  and  below  Gradifka,  which 
ferved  as  a  t&te  du  pont  over  that 
river.  Their  left  was  repulfed  m 
an  attempt  to  florm  Gradi/ka,  but 
their  right  found  little  difficulty  in 
crofting;  the  river  near  Caftegliano, 
though  in  ordinary  feafons  it  is 
fcarcely  any  where  fordable ;  arid 
as  they  there  might  turn  the  left  of 
the  position  of  Gorice,  it  became 
neceftary  to  abandon  it. 

The  head-quarters  came  here  this 
morning. 

11.  The  London  Gazette  an¬ 
nounces  the  capture  of  La  Molinette, 
of  2  fwivels  and  28  men,  by  captain 
Fowke  of  the  Swallow  floqp  \  of  the 

Le 
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Le  Refleche  privateer,  of  12  guns 
and  67  men,  by  captain  Lawrie  of 
the  Zephyr;  and  ofLe  Hardi  brig, 
of  18  guns  and  130  men,  by  captain 
Ruddach  of  the  Hazard. 

12.  A  common  hall  was  held  yefter- 
day  to  receive  the  flierifPs  report  of 
his  majefty ’s  anfwer,  as  to  the  time 
of  prefenting  the  addrefs  of  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery 
of  London,  voted  in  the  common 
hall,  on  the  23d  of  laft  month. 

The  lord  mayor  addreffed  the  li¬ 
very.  He  faid  he  had  called  them 
together,  for  the  purpofe  of  hearing 
theflierifps  report, and  that  it  fhould 
be  immediately  read  to  them  as  it 
had  been  made  to  him. 

The  report  was  read.  It  hated 
that  the  flieriffs  had  taken  an  early 
opportunity  of  waiting  upon  his 
majefty,  and  had  been  admitted  to 
the  ufual  audience  in  the  clofet. 
His  majefty ’s  anfwer  was,  that  “  this 
not  being  the  addrefs  of  the  city  of 
London  in  its  corporate  capacity, 
he  could  not  receive  it  upon  the 
throne  —  that  the  anfwer  given  by 
the  duke  of  Portland,  was  given  by 
his  order,  and  he  would  now  repeat 
ft,  viz.  —  He  would  be  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  addrefs  of  the  livery  of 
London  upon  Wednefday  next,  or 
upon  any  other  levee  day,  provided 
it  was  prefentedby  no  more  than  ten 
perfons.” 

Mr.  Han  foil  faid,  the  report 
which  had  juft  been  read  was  a  me¬ 
lancholy  confirmation  of  its  being 
his  majefty’s  intention  not  to  receive 
the  addrefs  of  the  livery.  If  any 
doubt  had  exifted  of  the  propriety 
of  voting  the  addrefs,  the  report 
which  they  had  now  heard  not  only 
proved  its  propriety,  but  its  necef- 
iity.  Kings  were  called  the  father’s 
of  their  country,  and  it  was  certain¬ 
ly  the  duty  of  parents  to  liften  to 
ftie  complaints  qf  their  children; 


thofe  who  did  not  liften  to  them 
might  be  juftly  called  unnatural. 
The  more  he  had  reflected  upon  the 
refufal  of  his  majefty  to  receive  the 
addrefs  of  the  livery  of  London, 
the  more  was  he  convinced  that  mi- 
nifters  intended  to  provoke  the  li¬ 
very  to  fome  intemperate  a<ft,  that 
they  might  introduce  into  the  city 
of  London  that  horrid  fyftem  of 
martiai  law  which  they  had  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  After  kingdom.  They 
fhould,  however,  be  difappointed. 
The  livery  of  London  would  con- 
dud:  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  even  fuch  minifWs  as  the  pre- 
fent  fhould  'have  no  pretence  af¬ 
forded  them  for  fuch  meafures.  He 
concluded  by  moving  a  refolution 
to  the  following  effedt: 

“  That  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  livery  of  London,  have  for  time 
immemorial  enjoyed  the  right  and 
privilege  of  addreffing  the  king  up¬ 
on  the  throne,  and  have  never  be¬ 
fore  been  denied  that  right,  except 
under  the  corrupt  adminiftration 
which  occafioned  and  perfifted  in 
the  American  war.” 

Mr.  YVaddington  feconded  the 
motion.  He  faid  the  report  they  had 
heard  was  not  an  anfwer  from  a  fer- 
vant  of  the  fervants  of  majefty;  it 
was  an  anfwer  which  the  king  him- 
felf  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
give,  and  truly  a  molt  gracious  an¬ 
fwer  it  was.  In  this  manner  it  was 
attempted  to  deprive  the  city  of 
London  of  one  of  the  molt  valuable 
rights,  without  even  a  reafon  being 
alligned.  There  never  was  an  ad¬ 
drefs  pafted  with  more  unanimity 
than  that  of  the  common  hall  of  the 
2,3d  <ilt.  and  the  juft  complaints  of 
the  citizens  of  London  did  not  de- 
ferve  fuch  a  return.  The  livery, 
however,  would  not  tamely  reiign 
their  rights  and  privileges.  In  the 
prefent  times,  to  deliver  their  opi¬ 
nion 
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nlon  was  a  duty,  and  filence  was  a 
crime.  In  the  proceedings  of  the 
common  hall  of  the  city  of  London 
at  leaf!:,  the  future  hillorian  would 
recognize  the  Britifh  chara&er  and 
fpirit. 

The  quefcion  being  put,  the  refo- 
lution  was  carried  unanimohfly. 

Mr.  Hanfon  faid,  the  next  refo- 
lution  he  fhould  move  was  calcu- 
latedto  fhow  the  very  different  cir- 
cumflances  under  which  an  addrefs 
is  received  when  prefeiited  to  the 
king  oil  the  throne,  and  when  it  is 
prefeiited  to  him  at  the  levee.  It 
was  conceived  in  nearly  the  follow- 
ing  terms : 

Refolved,  u  That  when  a  peti¬ 
tion  is  prefented  to  his  majefty  upon 
the  throne,  the  petitioners  have  the 
fatisfaCfion  of  knowing  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  mu  ft  hear  their  complaints,  by 
the  petition  being  read  to  him,  and 
that  they  will  receive  fome  anfwer; 
but  when  a  petition  is  prefented  at 
the  levee,  they  receive  no  anfwer, 
and -they  are  not  certain  that  his. 
majefty  is  ever  made  acquainted 
with  its  contents,  as  it  is  alwavs  de- 
Jivered  into  the  hands  of  the/ lord  in 
waiting.” 

This  motion  was  alfo  feconded 
by  Mr.  Waddington,  and  carried 
unanimoufly. 

Mr.  Waithman propofed  to  move 
the  following  fefolution: 

Refolved,  u  That  his  majefty’s 
minifters  have  wantonly  plunged 
this  nation  into  an  unjuft  and  unne- 
ceftary  war,  which  has  produced  a 
leries  of  calamities  unexampled  in 
hiftory  —  an  enormous  increafe  of 
public  debt — an  alarming  diminu¬ 
tion  of  our  trade  and  manufactures 
--an  abridgment  of  our  rights  and 
privileges  —  a  lhameful  profusion  of 
our  national  wealth,  by  fubfidizing 
allies  abroad  andfuppoftinga  fyftem 
of  corruption  at  home,  to  the  de- . 
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ftruCHon  of  public  credit ;  thus  e- 
vincing  a  difpofition  to  facri lice  the 
blood,  treafure,  and  liberties  of  this 
kingdom,  in  fupport  of  meafures 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  derogatory  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  and  fafety  of  the  king,  and  in- 
con  fi  ft  ent  with  the  happinefs  of  the 
people.” 

The  lord  mayor  infilled  that  this 
motion  had  no  connexion  with  his 
majefty’s  anfwer,  and  was  therefore 
inconfiftent  with  the  purpofe  for 
which  the  common  hall  was  called, 
as  ftated  in  the  precept. 

Mr.  Waithman  contended  that 
the  refolution  was  conliftent  with 
the  objeCl  for  which  the  common 
hall  was  called.  The  livery  or  Lon¬ 
don  had  come  to  the  refolution  of 
not  prefenting  their  petition  in  any 
other  way  than  to  the  king  upon 
his  throne,  and  as  they  had  beenre- 
fufed  that  right,  the  refolution  was 
neceftary  to  fhow  the  grounds  upon 
which  they  had  voted  the  addrefs 
to  his  majefty  on  the  23d  of  laft 
month.  The  livery  had  inftruCted 
their  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
to  vote  againft  the  war ;  but  they 
had  inftruCted  them  to  very  little 
effeCt.  On  the  prefent  occafton  there 
were  not  too  many  of  their  repre¬ 
fentatives  to  be  feen.  It'was  acir- 
cumftauce  which  ought  not  to  pafs 
unnoticed,  that  none  of  thofe  men, 
who  h^ve  always  fupported  the 
diabolical  meafures  of  the  prefent 
ad  mini  lira tion,  durft  now  come  for¬ 
ward  to  vindicate  them  in  public. 
They  knew  that  the  talk  of  defend¬ 
ing  minifters  was  too  arduous  for 
them,  and  they  fhrunk  from  ir. 
But  the  livery  of  London  had  the 
right,  when  aftembled  in  common 
hall,  whether  on  midfummer,  Mi¬ 
chaelmas,  or  any  other  day,  to  dif- 
cufs  any  public  grievance.  If  the 
livery  gave  up  this  right,  he  fhould 
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fa y9  in  the  words  of  Shakfpeare, 
44  Onr  Fathers’  mind  is  gone,  and 
we  are  governed  by  our  mothers’ 
fpirits.” 

Mr.  Waithman  addrefied  himfelf 
to  the  lord  mayor,  and  afked  his 
lordfhip  if  he  perfifted  in  his  for¬ 
mer  opinion  ? 

The  lord  mayor  came  forward  to 
addrefs  the  livery.  He  was  fainted 
with  an  univerfal  hifsandthe  ftrong- 
efl  marks  of  difapprobation.  Hav¬ 
ing  obtained  filence,  he  faid — -Is 
this  a  meeting  of  the  livery  of  Lon¬ 
don,  where  they  will  not  liflen  to 
their  chief  magiftrate  ?  He  was  a 
man,  and  had  been  accuftomed  to 
face  men ;  he  had  no  fear,  but  the 
fear  of  not  doing  his  duty  ;  and  he 
would  not  be  influenced  by  the 
noife  or  the  hides  of  non-liverymen 
[a  loud  crv  of  44  Point  them  out  — 
point  him  out  !”  was  reiterated 
from  every  part  of  the  hall].  His 
iordfhip  proceeded.  —  He  was  the 
guardian  of  the  rights  of  the  livery¬ 
men  who  were  abfent  as  yvell  as 
thofe  who  were  prefent ;  and  he 
would  not  fuffer  ar»v  bufinefs  to  be 
brought  forward  which  was  extra¬ 
neous  to  the  purpofe  of  the  meet-, 
ing.  He  afked,  if  there  was  any 
relation  between  the  motion  which 
had  been  read,  and  his  maje fly’s  an- 
fwer  ?  He  was  forry  that  any  man, 
or  fet  of  men,  could  be  found,  who 
could  take  a  pleafure  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  bring  their  chief  magiflrate 
into  a  difagreeable  fituation,  For 
his  part  he  was  quite  impartial ;  he 
took  no  advantage  and  ufed  no  in¬ 
fluence  upon  any  queflion,  but  he 
was  determined  to  defend  the  rights 
of  the  liverv. 

Mr.  Waithman  re-ftated,  that  the 
refolution  was  undoubtedly  relative 
to  the  petition  voted  to  be  prefented 
to  his  majefty  ;  and  therefore  it  had 
a  relation  to  his  mrjefty’s  anfwer. 


It  was  alfo  immediately  conne&ed 
with  the  refolution  which  was  to  be 
propofed  to  follow  it,  and  which 
went  directly  to  his  majefly’s  an- 
fwer.  The  opinion  of  counfel  had 
been  taken  upon  this  point ;  and 
there  was  not  a  doubt  that  the  li¬ 
very  of  Lond’bn  in  their  common 
hall  had  a  right  to  adopt  any  refo¬ 
lution  theyoleafed. 

Mr.  Waithman  here  read  the  re¬ 
folution  that  was  to  follow  : 

Refolved,  44  That  it  appears  the 
more  neceflary  that  we  fliould  at 
this  time  have  the  fuil  exercife  of 
the  right  of  petitioning,  becaufe 
the  unprecedented  calamities  of  the 
country  demand  that  his  majefly’s 
faithful  fubjecis  fliould  reprefent  to 
him  the  true  flate  of  affairs,  and 
pray  for  the  difmiflal  of  thofe  weak 
and  wicked  miniflers,  whofe  mif- 
condubt  and  incapacity  have  brought 
this  ouce  great  and  fionrj filing  na¬ 
tion  into  its  prefent  flate  of  un¬ 
paralleled  diflrefs,  and  who  have 
proved  themfelves  utterly  incompe¬ 
tent  to  conduct  the  war,  or  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  a  peace.” 

Mr.  Farmer  read  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Wedderburn  (now  lord  chan¬ 
cellor),  Mr.  Dunning,  and  fame 
other  eminent  counfel,  taken  many 
years  ago,  upon  this  point.  Tf«e 
opinion  pofitively  flared  that  the 
livery  of  l^ondon  have  an  undoubt¬ 
ed  right  to  take  into  their  confide- 
ration  any  public  grievance,  either 
on  midfummer,  Michaelmas,  or 
any  other  day  on  which  they  may 
meet.  “  It  is  beyond  difpute,  the 
right  isinherentin  them.” 

The  lord  mayor  flill  perfifted  in 
his  own  opinion.  He  faid  if  the 
livery  wanted  to  make  their  peti¬ 
tion  public  they  might  publifh  it  in 
all  the  newfpapers.  To  a  refolu- 
tion  of  that  kind  lie  fliould  not  have 
the  fmalldl  objection. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Waithman  faid  he  would  let 
his  lordfhip  have  his  humour;  the 
refolution  he  had  objected  to  was 
followed  by  one  which  related  pre- 
cifely  and  dire&ly  to  his  majefty’s 
anfwer.  He  fliould  unite  thefe  two 
refolutions,  and  when  he  put  them 
in  that  fhape  he  was  certain  his  lord- 
fhip  would  not  think  the  refolution 
objectionable. 

The  lord  mayor  fignified  his  dif- 
approbation  of  the  refolution,  even 
in  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Waith¬ 
man  had  propofed  to  put  it. 

Mr.  Waithman  faid,  he  muft 
now  inform  the  livery  that  the 
lord-mayor  had  aCted  contrary  to 
their  rights,  and  derogatory  to  the 
character  of  the  chief  magiflrate 
of  the  city  of  London.  The  re¬ 
folution  which  it  was  propofed  to 
add  to  the  former,  the  lord-mayor 
admitted  to  be  in  point ;  but  re- 
fufed  to  allow  the  two  refolutions 
to  be  united,  fo  as  to  form  one. 

Mr.  Farmer  faid  a  few  words 
upon  the  extraordinary  conduct  of 
the  lord-mayor. 

Mr.  Han fon  faid,  the  livery  were 
brought  into  a  difagreeable  dilem* 

vD  O 

ma  :  they  muft  either  eflablifh  a 
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deteflable  precedent,  or  difmifs  the 
meeting;  indeed,  if  his  lordfhip 
fierfifled,  they  might  allow  him  to 
dHTolve  the  common  hall,  and  the 
livery  might  chufe  a  chairman.  The 
refolution  would  then  pafs  as  the 
refolution  of  the  livery  only.  [This 
proportion  was  received  with  the 
mofl  marked  approbation.  When 
the  plaudits  ceafed,  Mr.  Hanfon 
proceeded.]  —  The  lord-mayor,  he 
faid,  thinks  he  has  now  got  us  into 
a  cleft  flick  ;  he  tells  us,  that  the 
meeting  of  the  livery  will  then  be 
an  illegal  affembly ;  it  will  come 
under  all  the  penalties  of  the  con¬ 
vention  bill !  [The  flrongefl  emo¬ 
tions  of  indignation  were  difplav- 
ed  by  the  livery  upon  this  fudden 
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recollection  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  bills. 

“  Give  notice  to  a  magiflrate.” — - 
“  Give  notice  to  alderman  Combe!” 
re  founded  from  every  part  of  the 
hall.  ] 

Mr.  alderman  Combe  came  for¬ 
ward  ;  he  flated  it  to  be  his  opi-' 
nion,  that  the  lord-mayor  had  the 
right  of  diflolving  the  hall  if  he 
chofe  to  maintain  his  objection  to 
the  motion  ;  and  that  if  the  livery 
met  in  the  way  fuggefled,  they 
came  under  that  bill  which  had 
been  mentioned,  and  were  liable 
to  be  fubjeCted  to  military  execu¬ 
tion  ;  he  thought  it  would  be  bell 
to  prefs  the  moving  of  the  refolu¬ 
tion,  and  allow  the  lord-mayor  to 
diffolve  the  hall  by  his  own  aCt, 
and  in  virtue  of  his  office. 

After  Mr.  Hanfon,  the  lord* 
mayor,  and  Mr.  Waithman  had 
feverally  replied  and  explained, 
Mr.  Gurney  fpoke  at  confiderable 
length  in  fupport  of  the  right  of 
the  livery  of  London  to  difcufs  in 
public  a  grievance,  when  affembled 
in  common  hall. 

Mr.  Waddington  congratulated 
the  livery  on  the  regard  to  their 
interefts  and  happinefs  which  their 
chief  magiflrate  had  fliown ;  and 
took  notice  of  the  benignity  of  his 
lordfhip,  who,  feeing  that  their 
minds  were  not  fully  prepared  for 
the  proportions  now  brought  for¬ 
ward,  difcovered  fo  much  anxiety, 
that  they  fhould  take  another  op¬ 
portunity  for  full  deliberation. 

Mr.  Waithman  then  came  for* 
ward  to  put  the  refolution  :  upon 
which  the  lord-mayor  rofe,  and 
formally  difiolved  the  hall. 

12.  A  general  court  was  held  at 
the  Eall-lndia  houfe,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  ele&ing  bv  ballot  fix  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  ferve  as  direClors,  -for 
four  years,  in  the  room  of 

Simon  Frafer, 

Charles  Mills, 
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Thomas  Parry, 

Abraham  Robarts, 

David  Scott,  and 
George  Tatem,  Efqrs. 

Who  go  out  by  rotation. 

At  eight  o’clock  the  glaiTes  were 
finally  clofed  and  delivered  to  the 
jfcrutineers,  who,  on  fumming  up 
the  votes,  reported  the  numbers 
to  be  — 

For  William  Devaynes,  efq.  1323 
Thomas  Fitzhugh,  efq,  1532 
Charles  Grant,  efq.  1200 
James  Irwin,  efq.  1543 

Sir  Stephen  Lufhing-  7  1 
ton,  bart.  ^  ^ 

George  Smith,  efq.  1520 
John  Shakefpear,  efq.  768 
Whereupon  the  fir  ft  fix  were  de¬ 
clared  duly  elected. 

13.  A  court  of  directors  was 
held  at  the  Eaft-India  houfe,  when, 
after  the  new  directors  had  taken 
the  oaths  and  their  feats,  Hugh 
Inglis  and  Jacob  Bofanquet,  efq. 
were  unanimoufly  elected  chair¬ 
man  and  deputy  for  the  prefent 
year.  The  court  adjourned  at  an 
early  hour  till  Wednefday  next. 

25.  The  London  Gazette  an¬ 
nounces  the  capture  of  Les  Amis, 
French  privateer,  mounting  2  guns 
and  fix  fwivels,  and  31  men,  by 
the  Racoon,  capt.  Lloyd ;  of  La 
Petite  Helene,  French  lugger  of  2 
guns  and  33  men,  by  capt.  Witt- 
man  of  the  Suffifante;  of  the 
French  privateer,  Neptune,  pierced 
for  16  guns,  and  ninety  men,  by 
the  Aurora,  capt.  Digby ;  of  Le 
General,  French  privateer,  of  14 
guns,  and  104  men,  by  capt.  Bligh 
of  the  floop  King’s  Fiftier,  and  of 
the  L’Incroyable  of  24  guns  and 
220  men  by  the  Flora  and  Pearl 
frigates.  , 

This  month  has  been  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  mutiny  among  the 
feamen,  of  which  the  following  are 
the  particulars. 


For  fome  days  previoufly  to  Sun¬ 
day,  April  16,  anonymous  letters 
had  been  fent  to  the  fuperior  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  fleet,  and  to  the  board 
of  admiralty,  ftating  the  hard- 
fhips  that  the  feamen  fuffered  from 
the  infufficiency  of  their  pay,  and 
other  grievances.  What  thefe  were, 
will  appear  in  the  two  petitions  to 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  inferted  be¬ 
low.  As  the  difcontent  had  uni- 
verfally  pervaded  the  fleet,  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  feamen  in  the 
petitions  to  their  fuperior  officers 
was  likewife  univerfal.  The  lan¬ 
guage  was  the  moil  refpe&ful  that 
was  poffible ;  their  conduct,  in 
every  refpect,  but  this  temporary 
difobedience  to  their  officers,*  was 
ftrici:  and  exemplary  ;  and  it  was 
hinted,  that  an  anfwer  was  ex¬ 
pected  before  they  went  to  fea 
again,  unlefs  —  the  enemy’s  fleet 
ftiould  be  known  to  be  at  fea,  or 
that  a  convoy  were  wanted. — The 
greateft  loyalty  to  the  king  was 
profefted,  with  the  greateft  zeal 
and  attachment  to  their  country. 

Thefirft  fymptom  of  difobedience, 
it  is  faid,  was  when  lord  Bridport 
made  the  fignal  to  weigh,  on  Sun¬ 
day  the  16th,  when- a  fignal  was 
made  from  the  Queen  Charlotte 
for  the  crews  of  each  fhip  to  run 
up  the  fore-fhrouds,  and  give  three 
cheers.  From  this  moment,  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  officers  was  at  an  end, 
and  the  feamen  were  in  entire  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fleet.  Two  delegates, 
moreover,  were  fent  from  each  fhip 
of  the  fquadron,  who  regularly  met 
every  day  on  board  the1*  Queen 
Charlotte. 

Admiral  Pole  arrived  at  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  on  Sunday  night,  and  com¬ 
municated  thefe  proceedings  to 
their  lordftiips.  A  council  was  held 
the  next  morning;  the  refult  of 
which  was,  that  earl  Spencer,  lord 

Arden, 
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Arden,  admiral  Young,  and  Mr. 
Marfden,  the  deputy  fecretary,  im¬ 
mediately  fet  off  for  Portsmouth, 
in  order  to  enter  into  a  thorough 
inveftigation  of  this  alarming  bu¬ 
ff  nefs. 

The  following  is  an  authentic  copy 
of  the  petition  to  the  houfe  of 
commons. 

To  the  right  honourable  and  the 
honourable  knights,  citizens,  and 
burgefles,  in  parliament  aflem- 
bled. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Tea¬ 
men  and  marines  on  board  his  tna- 
jefty’s  fleet,  on  behalf  of  them- 
felves, 

Humbly  fhoweth. 

✓  9 

That  your  petitioners,  relying  on 
the  candour  and  juflice  of  your 
honourable  houfe,  make  bold  to 
lay  their  grievances  before  you, 
hoping  that  when  you  reflect  on 
them,  you  will  pleafe  to  give  re- 
drefs,  as  far  as  your  wifdom  {hall 
deem  neceflarv. 

We  beg  leave  to  remind  your 
auguft  afiembly,  that  the  a£t  of  par¬ 
liament  paiTed  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  II.  wherein  the  wages  of 
all  feamen  ftrving  on  board  his 
majefiy’s  fleet  was  fettled,  pafled  at 
a  time  when  the  n^celParies  of  life, 
and  flops  of  every  denomination, 
were  at  leaf!  30  per  cent,  cheaper 
than  at  the  prefent  time;  which 
enabled  feamen  and  marines  to 
provide  better  for  their  families 
than  we  can  now  do  with  one  half 
advance.  | 

We  therefore  requeft  your  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe  will  be  fo  kind  as 
to  review  the  acl  before- mentioned, 
and  make  fuch  amendments  there¬ 
in,  as  will  enable  your  petitioners 
and.  their  families  to  live  in  the 
fame  comfortable  manner  as  Tea¬ 
men  and  marines  did  at  that  time. 


Your  petitioners,  with  all  humi¬ 
lity,  laid  their  grievances  before  the 
hon.  earl  I-Iowe,  and  flattered  our- 
felv.es  with  the  hopes,  that  his 
lordfliip  would  have  been  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  us,  as  we  have  been  re¬ 
peatedly  under  his  command,  and 
made  the  Britifh  flag  ride  trium¬ 
phantly  over  that  of  our  enemies. 
But  to  our  great  furprife,  we  And 
oilrfelves  unprotected  by  him,  who 
has  ieen  fo  many  in  fiances  of  our 
intrepidity,  in  carrying  the  Britifh 
flag  into  every  part  of  the  Teas  with 
victory  and  fuccefs. 

We  profefs  ourfelves  as  loyal  to 
our  fovereign,  and  zealous  in  the 
defence  of  our  country,  as  the 
army  or  militia  can  be,  and  efleem 
ourfelves  equally  entitled  to  his" 
majefly’s  munificence;  therefore 
with  jealoufy  we  behold  their  pay 
augmented,  and  the  out  penfions 
of  Chelfea  college  increased  to  thir¬ 
teen  pounds  per  annum,  while  we 
remain  negleCted,  and  the  out-pen- 
fioners  of  Greenwich  have  only  fe« 
veil  pounds  per  annum. 

We  your  petitioners  therefore 
'humbly  implore  that  you  will  take 
thefe  matters  into  confi deration,, 
and  with  your  accuftomed  good- 
nefs  and  liberality,  comply  with 
the  prayer  of  this  petition," — and 
your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound, 
will  ever  pray,  &c. 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  fleet, 
hereunto  fign  our  names  for 
the  flaps’  companies : 

Royal  George — Valentine  Tovce. 
John  Morris. 

Queen  Charlotte  —  Patrick 
Glynn,  John  Udlefon. 

Royal  Sovereign— Jofeph  Green, 
John  Richardfon. 

London 

William  Ruly. 

- 

Glory — Patrick  Dugan,  Tohd 
BetfieiL  - 

Duke 


Alexander  Harding, 
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Duke  —  Michael  Adams,  Wil¬ 
liam  Anderfon. 

Mars  —  Thomas  Allen,  James 
Blithe. 

Marlborough  —  John  Vaffia, 
William  Senator. 

Ramillies — Charles  Berry, George 
ciea  i* 

Robufl —  David  Wilfon,  John 
Scrivener. 

L’lmpetyienx  —  John  Witna, 
William  Porter. 

Defence  —  George  Gala  wav. 
James  Barerick. 

Terrible — Mark  Turner,  George 
Salked. 

Le  Pompee  —  Wiliam  Potts, 
James  Melvin. 

Minotaur  —  Dennis  Lowlev, 

y  7 

George  Crofland. 

Defiance — John  Saunders,  John 
Hu  (band. 

Copy  of  the  petition  to  the  ad¬ 
miralty. 

To  the  right  honourable  the  lords 

commiffioners  of  the  admiralty. 

Mv  lords, 

We,  the  feamen  of  his  majefiy’s 
navy,  take  the  liberty  of  addreffing 
your  lordfhips  in  an  humble  peti¬ 
tion,  Blowing  the  many  hard  ill  ips 
and  oppreffions  we  have  laboured 
under  for  many  ypars,  and  which 
we  hope  vonr  lordfhips  will  redrefs 
as  foon  as  poffible/  We  Batter  our- 
feb  es  that  your  lordfhips,  together 
with  the  nation  in  general,  will  ac¬ 
knowledge  our  worth  and  good 
fervices,  both  in  the  American  war 
and  the  prefent ;  for  which  fervice 
your  lordfhips’  petitioners  do  una- 
nimoufly  agree  in  opinion,  that 
their  worth  to  the  nation,  and  la¬ 
borious  induftry  in  defence  of  their 
country,  deferve  fome  better  en¬ 
couragement  than  that  we  meet 
with  at  prefent ;  or  from  any  we 
have  experienced.  We,  your  pe¬ 
titioners,  do  not  boafl  of  our  good 


fervices  for  any  other  purpofe  than 
that  of  putting  you  and  the  nation 
in  mind  of  the  relpeff  due  to  us, 
nor  do  we  ever  intend  to  deviate 
from  our  former  charafter,  fo  far 
from  any  thing  of  that  kind,  or 
that  an  Englifliman  or  men  fhould 
turn  their  coats  ;  we  likewife  agree 
in  opinion,  that  we  fhould  fuffer 
double  the  hardfhips  we  have  hi¬ 
therto  experienced  before  we  would 
fuffer  the  crown  of  England  to  be 
in  the  ieaft  impofed- upon  by  that 
of  any  other  power  in  the  world  ; 
we  therefore  beg  leave  to  inform 
your  lordfhips  of  the  grievances 
which  we  at  prefent  labour  under. 

We,  your  humble  petitioners, 
relying  that  your  lordfhips  will 
take  into  earlv  confideration  the 

j 

grievances  of  which  we  complain, 
and  do  not  in  the  lead  doubt  but 
your  lordfhips  will  comply  with 
our  defires,  which  are  every  way 
reafonable. 

The  firfi:  grievance  which  we 
have  to  complain  of  is,  that  our 
wages  are  too  low,  and  ought  to 
be  railed,  that  we  might  be  better 
able  to  flip  port  our  wives  and  fa¬ 
milies  in  a  manner  comfortable, 
and  whom  we  are  in  dutv  bound 

y 

to  fupport  as  far  as  our  wages  will 
allow ;  which,  we  truft,  will  be 
looked  into  by  your  lordfhips,  and 
the  honourable  houfe  of  commons 
in  parliament  affembled. 

We,  your  petitioners,  beg,  that 
your  lordfhips  will  take  into  con¬ 
fideration  the  grievances  of  which 
we  complain,  and  now  lay  before 
you. 

Firfi:,  that  our  provifions  be 
raifed  to  the  weight  of  fixteen 
ounces  to  the  pound,  and  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  quality  ;  and  that  our  rneafures 
mav  be  the  fame  as  thofie  ufed  in 
the  commercial  trade  of  this  coun¬ 
try. 

4 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  that  your  petitioners 
requeft  your  honours  will  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  obferve,  there  fhould  be  no 
flour  ferved  while  we  are  in  har¬ 
bour,  in  any  port  whatever,  under 
the  command  of  the  Britifh  flag; 
and  alfo  that  there  might  be  grant¬ 
ed  a  fuflicient  quantity  of  vegeta¬ 
bles  of  fuch  kind  as  may  be  the 
mod  plentiful  in  the  ports  to  which 
we  go  ;  which  we  grievoufly  com¬ 
plain  and  lie  under  the  want  of. 

Thirdly,  that  your  lordfliips  will 
be  pleafed  ferioufly  to  look  into 
the  ftate  of  the  lick  on  board  his 
majefty’s  fhips,  that  they  may  be 
better  attended  to,  and  that  they 
may  have  the  ufe  of  fuch  necef- 
faries  as  are  allowed  for  them  in 
time  of  their  ficknefs,  and  that 
thefe  neceflaries  be  not  on  any  ac¬ 
count  embezzled. 

Fourthly,  that  your  lordfliips 
will  be  fo  kind  as  to  look  into  this 
affair,  which  is  nowife  unreafon- 
able,  and  that  we  may  be  looked 
upon  as  a  number  of  men  Handing 
in  defence  of  our  country,  and  that 
we  may  in  fome  wife  have  grant 
and  opportunity  to  tafte  the  fweets 
of  liberty  on  fliore,  when  in  any 
harbour  ;  and  when  we  have  com¬ 
pleted  the  duty  of  our  fhips,  after 
our  return  from  fea,  and  that  no 
man  may  incroach  upon  his  liber- 
tv,  there  fhall  be  a  boundary  li- 
mited,  and  thofe  trefpafling  any 
further,  without  a  written  order 
from  the  commanding  officer,  fhall 
be  punifhed  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  navy  ;  which  is  a  natural 
requeft,  and  congenial  to  the  heart 
of  man,  and  certainly  to  us,  that 
you  make  the  boaft  of  being  the 
guardians  of  the  land. 

Fifthly,  that  if  any  man  is  wound¬ 
ed  in  adlion,  his  pay  be  continued 
until  he  is  cured,  and  difcharged  ; 
and  if  any  fhip  has  any  real  griev¬ 
ances  to  complain  of,  we  hope 
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your  lord  fhips  will  readily  redrefs 
them,  as  far  as  is  in  your  power, 
to  prevent  any  difturbances. 

It  is  alfo  unanimoufly  agreed  by 
the  fleet,  that  -from  this  day  no 
grievance  fhall  be  received,  in  or¬ 
der  to  convince  the  nation  at  large, 
that  we  know  when  to  ceafe  to  a ffi. 
as  well  as  when  to  begin ;  and  that 
we  afk  nothing  but  what  is  mode¬ 
rate,  and  may  be  granted,  without 
detriment  to  the  nation,  or  injury 
to  the  fervice. 

Given  on  board  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  by  the  delegates 
of  the  fleet,  this  18th  day 
of  April,  1797. 

[The  fignatures  the  fame  as  to  the 
preceding  petition.] 

While  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
continued  at  Portfmouth,  they  fent 
to  lord  Bridport  the  following  an- 
fwer  to  the  petition  of  the  feamen. 
By  the  commiflioners  for  execut¬ 
ing  the  office  of  lord  high  admi¬ 
ral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
&c. 

Having  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  the  petitions  tranfmittecf  by 
your  lord  fhip  from  the  crews  of 
his  majefty’s  fhips  under  your 
command,  and  having  the  ftrong- 
eft  defire  to  attend  to  all  complaints 
of  the  feamen  of  his  majefty’s  navy, 
and  to  grant  them  every  juft  and 
reafonable  redrefs,  and  having  con- 
fidered  the  difference  of  the  price 
of  the  neceflaries  of  life  at  this  and 
at  that  period  when  the  pay  of 
feamen  was  effabliflied,  we  do 
hereby  require  and  dire£t  your 
lord  (hip  to  take  the  fpeedieft  me¬ 
thod  of  communicating  to  the  fleet 
—  That  we  have  refolved  to  re¬ 
commend  it  to  his  majefty  to  pro- 
pofe  to  parliament  to  increafe  the 
wages  of  feamen  in  his  majefty’s 
navy  in  the  following  proportions, 
viz. 

To  add  four  {hillings  per  month 

10 


OCCURRENCES.  (81) 


to  the  wages  of  petty  officers  and 
able  fen  men  ; 

Three  {hillings  per  month  to  the 
wages  of  ordinary  feamen  ;  and 
Two  {hillings  per  month,  to  the 
wages  of  landmen. 

That  we  have  refolved,  that 
feamen  wounded  in  a&ion  (hall  be 
continued  in  pay  until  their  wounds 
are  healed,  or  until,  being  declared 
■unserviceable,  they  fhall  receive  a 
penfion,  or  be  received  into  the 
royal  hofpital  at  Greenwich  ;  and 
that,  having  a  perfect  confidence 
in  the  zeal,  loyalty,  and  courage  of 
all  the  feamen  in  the  fleet,  fa  ge¬ 
nerally  expreffed  in  their  petition, 
and  in  their  earned:  defire  of  ferv- 
ing  their  country  with  that  fpirit 
which  always  fo  eminently  diflin- 
guifhed  Britifh  feamen,  we  have 
come  to  this  refolution,  the  more 
readily,  that  the  feamen  may  have 
as  early  as  poffible  an  opportunity 
of  {bowing  their  good  difpofitions, 
by  returning  to  their  duty,  as  it 
may  be  necelfary  that  the  fleet 
fhould  fpeedily  put  to  fea,  to  meet 
the  enemy  of  the  country. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at 
Portfmouth,  the  iSth  day  of 
April,  1797. 

Spencer. 

Arden. 

W.  Young. 

To  the  right  hon.  lord  Brid- 
port,  K.  B.  admiral  of  the 
white,  commander  in  chief 
of  a  fquadron  of  his  ma- 
jefly’s  fliips  employed  in 
the  Channel  fervh  e. 

The  Seamen’s  Reply. 

We  received  vour  lordihips’  an- 
fwer  to  our  petition  ;  and  in  order 
to  convince  your  lordfhips,  and  the 
nation  in  general,  of  our  modera¬ 
tion,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing  remarks  to  your  confideration, 
viz.  —  That  there  never  has  exifled 
but  two  orders  of  men  in, the  navy, 

1 797- 


ablex  and  ordinary,  therefore  the 
diflindlion  between  ordinary  and 
landmen  is  totally  new  ;  we  there¬ 
fore  humbly  propofe  to  your  lord- 
fliips,  that  the  old  regulations  be 
adhered  to,  that  the  wages  of 
able  feamen  be  raifed  to  one  {hil¬ 
ling  per  day,  and  that  of  petty  of¬ 
ficers  ,  and  the  ordinary,  in  the 
ufual  proportion  :  and  as  a  further 
proof  of  our  moderation,  and  that 
we  are  actuated  bv  a  true  fpirit  of 
benevolence  toward  our  brethren 
the  marines,  who  are  not  noticed 
in  your  lordfhips’  anfwer,  we  hum¬ 
bly  propofe  that  their  pay  be  aug¬ 
mented,  while  ferving  on  l  oard, 
in  the  fame  proportion  as  ordinary 
feamen.  This  we  hope  and  truft 
will  be  a  convincing  proof  to  your 
lordfhips  that  we  are  not  actuated 
by  a  fpirit  of  contradiction,  but 
that  we  earneflly  wifli  to  put  a 
fpeedy  end  to  the  pijefent  affair. 
We  beg  leave  to  {fate  to  your 
lorddiips,  that  the  penfions  from 
Greenwich  college  we  earneflly 
wifli  to  be  raifed  to  ten  pounds 
per  annum ;  and,  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  which,  we  humbly  propofe  to 
your  lordfhips,  that  every  Teaman 
employed  in  the  merchant  fervice, 
inftead  of  fix-pence  per  month, 
which  he  now  pays,  {hall  hereaf¬ 
ter  pay  one  {hilling  per  month, 
which,  we.  truft,  will  raife  a  fund 
fully  adequate  to  the  purpofe  ;  and 
as  this  in  time  bf  peace  mull  be 
paid  by  your  petitioners,  we  truft 
it  will  give  a  convincing  proof  of 
our  dilintereftednefs  and  modera¬ 
tion.  We  would  alfo  recommend 
that  this  regulation  be  extended  to 
the  feamen  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Eaft  India  company,  as  we  know 
by  experience  that  there  are  few 
failors  employed  by  them  but  what 

have  been  in  the  royal  naw;  and 

*  •  ' 

we  have  fee  11  them  with  our  own 
eyes,  after  ficknefs  or  other  acpi- 
(F)  dent 
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dent  has  difabled  them,  without 
any  hope  of  relief  or  fupport,  but 
from  their  former  fervices  in  the 
navy.  — As  to  provifions,  that  they 
be  augmented  to  fixteen  ounces  to 
the  pound  of  bread  and  meat ; 
cheefe,  butter,  and  liquor  in.  pro¬ 
portion,  and  of  a  better  quality,, 
and  a  fufficient  quantity  of  vegeta¬ 
bles  ;  and  that  no  flour  be  ferved 
with  frefh  beef.  And  uTe  further 
beg  leave  to  inform  your  lord-  f 
fhips,  that  it  is  unanimoufly  agreed, 
that,  until  the  grievances  before 
Hated  are  redreffed,  and  an  adf  of 
indemnity  pafled,  we  are  determin¬ 
ed  not  to  lift  an  anchor :  and  the 
grievances  of  particular  fhips  muff 
be  redrefled. 

Given  under  our  hands,  the 
delegates  of  the  fleet,  on 
board  the  Queen  Charlotte 
at  Spithead,  April  19,  1797. 

Signed  as  before. 

In  this  fit-uatiom  of  affairs,  lord 
Spencer,  and  the  other  commifiioir- 
ers,  left  Portfmouth,  and  arrived  in 
town  on  Saturday.  The  bufinefs 
was  urgent,  and  no  time  was  to 
be  loft.  A  council  was  immediately 
held,  which  conflfted  of  the  lord 
prefident,  the  duke  of  Portland, 
earl  Spencer,  the  lord  chancellor, 
lord  Grenville,  Mr;  Dundas;  and 
lord  Walfingham;  and  the  whole 
board  of  admiralty  aflifted  upon  the 
occafion.  The  deliberations  conti¬ 
nued  upward  of  three  hours,  the 
refult  of  which  was  favourable  to 
the  claims  of  the  Teamen  in  every 
particular.  The  whole  of  the  ca¬ 
binet  minifters  then  let  off  for 
Wind  for,  where  they  arrived  at 
feven  o’clock.  Another  council 
was  inftantly  held  in  the  prefence 
of  his  majefty,  at  the  lodge,  when 
an  order  was  regularly  made  out 
for  granting  the  whole  of  the  fa-ilors’’ 
demands;  and  a  full  pardon  and 
indemnity  for  the  delegates  and 
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their  accomplices  was  flgued  by 
his  majefty.  It  was  near  ten  o’clock 
at  night  before  the  whole  of  this 
bufinefs  was  fettled,  at  which  hour, 
Mr.  Powell,  the  admiralty  meflen- 
-ger,  who  was  in  waiting,  was  fent 
off  with  copies  of  the  proceedings 
to  lord  Bridport  at  Portfmouth. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
letter  from  the  admiralty  to  lord 
Bridport,  notifying  their  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  demands  of  the  tea¬ 
men  ;  with  their  final  anfwer. 

By  the  coinmillioners  for  execut¬ 
ing  the  office  of  lord  high  ad¬ 
miral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land.,  &c. 

Having  taken  into  our  confidera- 
tion  a  paper  containing  feveral  re¬ 
presentations  from  the  feamen  of 
his  majefty’s  {hips  at  Spithead,  re-  . 
fpebting  the  advance  of  their  wages, 
and  being  defirous  of  granting  then* 
every  requeft  that  can  with  any 
degree  of  reafon  be  complied  with, 
we  have  refolved  to  recommend 
it  to  his  majefty,  that  an  addition 
of  five  fhillings  and  fixpence  per 
month  be  made  to  the  wages  of 
petty  officers  and  feamen  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  majefty’s  navy,  which 
will  make  the  wages  of  able  fea¬ 
men  one  {hilling  per  day,  clear  of 
all  ded unions  ;  an  addition  of  four 
{hillings  and  fixpence  per  month  to 
the  wages  of  ordinary  feamen;  and 
an  addition  of  three  (hillings  and 
fixpence  per  month  to  the  wages  of 
landmen :  and  that  none  of  the  al¬ 
lowance  made  to  the  marines  when 
on  ihore  fliall  be  Hopped,  on  their 
being  embarked  on  board  any  of 
liis  majefty’s  fhips.  We  have  alfa 
refolved,  that  all  feamen,  marines, 
and  others  ferving  in'  his  majefty’s 
fhips,  (hall  have  the  full  allowance 
of  provifions,  without  any  deduc¬ 
tions  for  leakage  or  wafte  ;  and  that, 
until  proper  fteps  ca-n  be  taken  for 
carrying  this  into  effeift,  fhort  al¬ 
lowance' 
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ldwance  mdtiey  fhall  be  paid  to 
the  men  in  lieu  of  the  dedmftiori 
heretofore  made :  and  that  all  meii 
wounded  im  action  fhall  receive 
their  full  pay  until  their  wounds 
"fhall  be  healed,  o'r  until,  being  de¬ 
clared  incurable,  they  fhall  receive 
a  penflon  from  the  cheft  at  Chat¬ 
ham,  or  fhall  be  admitted  into  the 
royal  hofpital  at  Greenwich.  And 
your  lordfhip  is  hereby  required 
arid  directed  to  communicate  this 
biir  determination  to  the  captain  of 
each  of  his  majefty’s  fliips  under 
your  orders,  directing  him  to  make 
it  known  to  the  (hip's  company  un¬ 
der  his  command*  and  to  inform 
them  that  fhould  they  bd  infenfible 
to  the  very  liberal  offers  now  made 
to  them,  and  perfift  in  their  pre 
fent  difobedience,  they  muff  no 
longer  expert  to  enjoy  thofe  bene¬ 
fits  to  which,  by  their  former  good 
conduct*  they  were  entitled  :  arid 
that  in  fuch  cafe,  all  the  men  now 
on  board  the  fleet  at  Spithead  fhall 
be  incapable  of  receiving  any  fmart 
money  or  penfions  from  the  cheft 
of  Chatham*  or  of  being  admitted 
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at  any  time  into  the  royal  hofpital 
at  Greenwich  ;  and  that  they  mu  ft 
be  anfwerable  for  the  dreadful  con- 
fequencfes  which  will  neceflarily 
attend  their  continuing  to  tranf- 
grefs  the  rules  of- the  fervice,  in 
open  violation  of  the  laws  of  theii* 
Country. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  is  to  in¬ 
form  them,  that  we  promife  the 
mofl  perfe£t  forgivenefs  of  all  that 
has  palled  on  this  occafion  to  every 
fliip’s  company,  who,  within  one 
hour  after  the  communication  to 
them  of  the  above-mentioned  re- 
foiutions,  fliali  return  to  their  duty 
in  every  particular,  and  fliali  ceafe 
to  hold  further  intercom  fe  with 
any  men  who  continue  in  a  flate  of 
difobedience-and  mutiny. 


GiVer*  under  oiir  hands,  at 
Portfmouth,  the  20th  of 
April,  1797. 

Spencer. 

Arden. 

«  ,  W.  Young. 

To  the  right  bon.  lord  Brid- 
port,  K.  B.  admiral  of  the 
white,  commander  in  chief 
of  a  fquadron  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fliips  to  be  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  Channel  Sound¬ 
ings,  &T. 

By  the  command  of  their 
Lordfllips,  (Signed) 

Wm.Marsden. 
To  the  right  hon.  the  iofds  com- 
miftioners  of  the  admiralty. 

We,  the  feamen  arid  marines  in 
and  belonging  to  his  majefty’s  fleet 
now  lying  at  Spithead,  having  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  utmoft  fatisfaftion, 
and  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude, 
the  bountiful  augmentation  of  pay 
and  provifions  which  your  lord¬ 
fllips  have  been  pleafed  to  flgnify 
fliali  take  place  in  future  in  his 
majefty’s  royal  navy  by  your  or¬ 
der,  which  has  been  read  to  us  this 
morning  by  the  command  of  ad¬ 
miral  lord  Bridport — 

Your  lord  (hips  having  thus  ge- 
nerciufly  taken  the  prayer  of  our 
feveral  petitions  into  your  ferious 
cOnfideration,  you  have  given  fa- 
tisfa<5lion  to  every  loyal  and  well- 
difpofed  feamen  and  marine  be¬ 
longing  to  his  rtiajefty’s  fleets;  and 

from  the  aflu ranee  which  vour 
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lordftiips  have  given  us  refpedfing 
fuch  other  grievances  as  we  thought 
right  to  lay  before  you,  we  are 
thoroughly  convinced,  fhould  any 
real  grievance  or  other  caufe  of 
complaint  arife  in  future,  and  the 
fame  be  laid  before  your  lordfllips 
in  a  regular  manner,  we  are  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfted  that  your  lordfllips 
will  pay  every  attention  to  a  num- 
(F  %)  ber 
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ber  of  brave  men,  who  ever  have 
and  ever  will  be  true  and  faithful 
to  their  king  and  country. . 

But  we  beg  leave  to  remind  your 
lordfhips,  that  it  is  a  firm  refolu- 
tion,  that,  until  the  flour  in  port  be 
removed,  the  vegetables  and  pen- 
ftons  augmented,  -the  grievances  of 
private  fhips  be  redrefled,  an  aft 
palled,  and  his  majefty’s  moft 
gracious  pardon  for  the  fleet  now 
lying  at  Spithead  be  granted,  that 
the  fleet  will  not  lift  an  anchor; 
and  this  is  the  total  and  final  an- 
fwer. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
royal  proclamation. 

By  the  King. 

_  A  Proclamation 
For  pardoning  fuch  feamen  and 
marines  of  the  fquadron  of  his 
majefty’s  fleet  ftationed  at  Spit- 
head,  as  have  been  guilty  of  any 
aft  of  mutiny  or  disobedience  of 
orders,  or  any  breach  or  negleft 
of  duty,  and  who  fhall,  upon  no¬ 
tification  of  fuch  proclamation 
on  board  their  refpeftive  fhips, 
return  to  the  regular  and  ordi¬ 
nary  difeharge  of  their  duty. 

George  R. 

Upon  report  of  the  lords  com- 
miffioners  of  the  admiralty  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  of  the  fquadron  of  our  fleet 
ftationed  at  Spithead,  and  of  the 
meafures  taken  by  the  faid  lords 
commiffioners '  in?  confequence 
thereof  ;  and  in  order  to  manifeft 
our  defire  to  give  due  encourage¬ 
ment  to  all  thofe  who  fhall  return 
to  the  regular  and  ordinary  dif¬ 
eharge  of  their  duty,  according  to 
tfie  rules  and  praftice  of  the  navy  ; 
we  have  thought  fit,  by  the  advice 
of  our  privy  council,  to  iflue  this 
our  royal  proclamation,  and  do 
hereby  promife  our  moft  gracious 
pardon  to  all  feamen  and  marines 


[April, 

ferving  on  board  the  faid  fquadron, 
who  fhall,  upon  notification  hereof 
on  board  their  refpeftive  {hips,  re¬ 
turn  to  the  regular  and  ordinary 
difeharge  of  their  duty  :  and  we  do 
hereby  declare,  that  all  fuch  feamen 
and  marines,  fo  returning  to  their 
duty,  fhall  be  difeharged  and  re- 
leafed  from  all  profecutions,  im- 
prifonments,  and  penalties,  incur¬ 
red  by  reafon  of  any  aft  of  mutiny 
or  difobedience  of  orders,  or  any 
breach  or  negleft  of  duty,  previous¬ 
ly  committed  by  them,  or  any  of 
them. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Windfor, 
the  22d  day  of  April,'  1797, 
and  in  the  37th  year  of  our 
reign. 

God  fave  the  King. 

Thus  happily  ended  this  dis¬ 
agreeable  affair.  A  letter  from 
Portfmouth,  dated  Sunday  even¬ 
ing,  eight  o’clock,  April  23,  fays, 
4  The  difpatches  which  were 
brought  down  by  Mr.  Powell  in 
the  extraordinary  fhort  period  of 
feven  hours,  were  inftantly  carried 
to  the  port  admiral,  who  fent  for 
lord  Bridport,  admirals  Gardner, 
Pole,  and  Colpoys ;  and  after  con- 
fulting  a  long  time  together,  about 
n  o’clock  they  proceeded  on  board 
the  Royal  George,  where  lord  Brid- 
port’s  flag  had  been  again  hoifted. 
A  fignal  was  immediately  made  for 
all  captains  to  go  on  board  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  fhip,  when  the  nature  of  the 
difpatches  was  divulged.  Every 
captain  then  returned  to  his  own 
ftiip,  and  communicated  to  the 
crews  the  contents  of  the  difpatches 
from  Windfor.  The  feamen  una- 
nimoufly  declared  they  could  give 
no  anfwer  till  the  propofals  were 
fubmitted  to  the  court  of  delegates. 
On  aftembling  the  court,  it  was 
found  that  Joyce  and  Glynn,  two 
of  tiie  delegates,  were  on  fhore. 

The 
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The  court  would  not  proceed  with¬ 
out  them. 

1  A  boat  was  fent  on  fiiore,  ana 
they  were  brought  on  board  in  as 
much  form  as  if  they  had  been  two 
officers.  The  court  of  delegates 
being  completed,  proceeded  to  bu- 
finefs.  The  propofals  were  difl- 
cuffed,  and  finally  agreed  upon  at 
half  pad  fix.  The  fignal  of  appro¬ 
bation,  being  three  cheers,  was  fird 
given  by  the  Queen  Cnarjotte,  and 
then  went  through  the  whole  fleet, 
every  fliip  giving  in  this  manner  its 
content. 

‘  Captain  Holloway,  of  the  Duke, 
fird  came  on  fiiore  about  feven 
o’clock,  to  announce  the  happy 
tidings  to  the  thou  funds  of  anxious 
fpecdators  waiting  the  refult  on  the 
platform.  All  the  boats  from  the 
other  (hips  followed,  and  the  tea¬ 
men  in  each,  on  landing,  declared 
the  bufinefs  happily  fettled.  The 
Teamen  are  fatisfied.  They  have 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  refume  their 
duty,  and  it  is  underfiood  the  fleet 
will*  fail  on  Tuefday. 

4  The  intelligence  was  received 
with  the  mod  exceffive  joy  by  the 
people  on  fiiore.’ 

From  the  London  Gazette,  April  29. 

Do  von  i ng-Jire  et ,  April  it),  1797* 

A  letter,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy,  has  been  received  from 
colonel  Craufurd,  by  the  right 
hon.  lord  Grenville,  his  majefty’s 
principal  fecretary  of  fiate  for 
the  foreign  department. 

My  lord, 

t  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  lordfhip,  that  general  Hoche 
has  given  notice  to  general  Wer- 
neck,  that  the  armidice  which  had 
been  arranged  for  the  Lower  Rhine, 
will  expire  this  day. 

I  have  the' honour  to  be,  &c.  , 
(Signed)  C.  Craufurd. 
Right  hon.  lord  Grenville,  & c. 
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Dozvning-fireet,  April  29,  1797. 

By  difpatches  from  col.  Graham, 
da^ed  at  the  head  quarters  of  his 
roval  high  nefs  the  archduke 
Charles,  at  Vorderenberg,  the  8th 
inftant,  it  appears  that  no  general 
action'  had  taken  place  fince  the 
date  of  his  lad  difpatches,  and  that 
general  Buonaparte’s  head-quarters 
were  then  at  Brack. 

Vienna ,  April  11.  An  armidice 
for  fix  days  has  been  agreed  upon 
between  the  archduke  Charles  and 
general  Buonaparte,  which  will  ex¬ 
pire  on  the  13th  infiant. 

Vienna ,  April  12.  Accou fits  from 
the  Tyrol  date  that  the  baron  de 
Laudohn  had  gained  feveral  confi- 
derable  advantages  over  the -enemy. 
On  the  4th  he  had  made  himfelf 
mader  of  Lotzen,  and  on  the  5th 
he  had  advanced  as  far  as  Deutchen 
and  Braurol. 

The  enemy  abandoned  Miller- 
vald,  Oberau,  and  Unterau,  and 
fet  fire  to  the  bridges  between  Ober- 
au  and  Ampozzo,  in  the  night  of 
the  4th,  and  retired  precipitately  to 
Puderthal,  General  Laudohn  had 
in  the  mean  time  taken  the  enemy 
jn  the  rear,  and  had  forced  them  to 
abandon  the  pods  of  Claufer  and 
Steben  ;  they  were  alfo  driven  from 
Brixen,  and  baron  Kerpen  had  ad¬ 
vanced  the  whole  of  his  line,  and 
had  effected  a  junction,  and  fixed  his 
head-quarters  at  Brixen. 

The  enemy  left  behind  them  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  proyifians 
and  ammunition. 

The  people  of  the  Tyrol  are  rifl¬ 
ing  in  a  mafs,  and  the  commotions 
in  the  Venetian  dates  threaten  the 
French  in  the  rear. 

Prince  Efierhazy  is  advancing 
through  Croatia  with  %  confiderable 
body  of  Hungarians. 

Admiralty  Office ,  April  29,  1  797? 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  vice-ad- 
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miral  fir  Hyde  Parker,  lent, 
commander  in  chief  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fliips  and  vefTels  at  Jamai¬ 
ca/ to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated 
the  9th  March,  1797. 

Enclofed  I  have  the  honour  to 
tranfmit  a  lift  of  fuch  armed  vef- 
fels  as  have  been  captured  or  de- 
ftroyed  fince  my  laft. 

A  lift  of  prizes  captured  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fhip  La  Magicienne,  dur¬ 
ing  her  laft  cruife. 

La  Fortune,  of  8  guns,  74  men 
Le  Poififon  Volant,  12  guns,  80  men 
Le  PoifTon  Volant,  5  guns,  50  men 
Spanifli  cutter,  6  guns 
formerly  called  the  Bavvvaes,  laden 
with  olives  and  dry  goods. 

By  the  Diligence. 

La  Fougueufe,  of  6  guns,  57  men. 

One  private  fchooner  deftroyed 
by  the  boats  of  the  fquadron, 
under  the  command  of  lieute¬ 
nant  Spread,  of  his  majefty’s  fit  ip 
Queen,  who  retook,  an  American 
.  brig  (lie  had  captured  in  our  fight, 
to  recover  which  the  boats  were 
lent  in  chace. 

H.  Parker. 

The  fame  gazette  announces  the 
capture  of  the  Daphne,  of  Cher¬ 
bourg,  French  privateer,  of  2  guns 
and  25  men,  by  the  Nancy  cutter, 
capt.  Waiiis. 

M  A  Y. 

Ft  • om  the  ^London  Gazette,  May  2. 

Dozvning-Jireet,  May  2,  1797. 

A  letter,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract,  has  been  received 
from  colonel  Craufurd,  by  the 
right  honourable' lord  Grenville, 
his  majefty’s  principal  fecretary 
of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs,  dated 
Franckrort,  April  19,  1797. 

J  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  lorifhip,  that  general  Hoc  he 
yefterday  attacked,  with  veryfii- 
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perior  numbers,,  and  defeated  an 
Auftiian  corps,  commanded  by  ge¬ 
neral  Kray,  which  formed  a  part 
of  the  army  of  the  Lower  Rhine, 
under  the  orders  of  general  Wer- 
neck,  and  was  ftationed  at  Thur- 
dorf,  on  the  road  leading  from 
Neuwied  to  Hackenburg.  In  con- 
fequence  of  that  circumftante,  ge¬ 
neral  Werneck,  who  was  with  the 
principal  part  of  his  army  near  Cro- 
bach,  between  Hackenburg  and 
Altenkirchen,  determined  to 
retreat. 

Vienna ,  April  15.  Accounts  have 
been  received  this  day  of  the  enemy 
having  been  obliged  to  abandon  the 
town  and  port  of  Fiume,  with  con- 
flderable  lofs,  on  the  10th  inftant. 

Vienna ,  April  16.  Accounts  were 
received  here  this  day,  from  major 
general  baron  Laudohn,  dated  at 
Trent  the  12th  inftant,  ftating,  that: 
he  had  driven  the  enemy  from  Rot 
veredo,  Torbole  and  Riva,  and  had 
occupied  thofe  places.  On  this 
occafion  he  took  from  the  enemy 
feveral  magazines  (amongft  which 
was  one  of  powder),  12  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  400  prifoners. 

Vienna ,  April  17.  The  prepara¬ 
tions  for  defence'  are  continuing 
here  with  uncommon  vigour.  An 
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entrenched  camp  is  forming  on  the 
Wienerberg,  on  the  Italian  road, 
at  a  little  diftance  from  the  lines  j 
and  the  works  are  continuing  quite, 
round  the  town.  The  firft  divifion 
of  the  troops  ‘from  the  Rhine,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  prince  of  Orange, 
is  already  arrived,  as  is  a  part  of 
Monf.  de  Seckendorf ’s  corps. 

This  morning  the  numerous  corps 
of  volunteers  of  the  to wp.  were  af- 
fembled  on  the  glacis,  and  after¬ 
wards  marched  to  the  circumjacent 
villages,  where  they  will  be  ftation¬ 
ed.  Their  regularity  and  good  con- 
dud  do  them  infinite  honour ;  and 
'  '  '  '  the 
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the  happieft  fpirit  of  loyalty  is  ma- 
nifefted  by  ail  clafles  here. 

This  gazette  contains  an  account 
from  rear. admiral  Harvey,  at  Fort- 
•Royal  Bay,  Martinique,  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  4  Spanifh  merchant -fhips, 
and'tfrhe  re-capture  of  2  Britifli — 
alfo  of  the  capture,  by  his  maje fly’s 
fiiip  Lapwing,  of  a  Spanifii  priva¬ 
teer  brig,  called  the  St.  Chriftopher,, 
19  days  from  the  Havanna,  on  a 
cruife,  mounting  t8  guns,  and 
having  120  men  on  board,  com¬ 
manded  sby  Antonio  La  Porte, 
which  capt.  Barton  fent  to  the 
ill  and  of  St.  Chriftopher.— -Like- 
.>wife,  by  his  majefty’s  (loop  Bittern, 
on  a  cruifeoff  Barbadoes,  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  La  Cafca,  French  privateer, 
belonging  to  Guadaloupe,  mount¬ 
ing  6  carriage  guns,  and  having  on 
board  50  men.  And  of  the  capture, 
by  fir  Richard  Strachan,  of  his 
majefty’s  fiiip  Diamond,  of  the 
.French  cutter  privateer,  called  the 
Efp-erance,  belonging  to  St.  Malo. 

'  6.  This  gazette  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  re-capture  of  the  Belle 
I fle,  of  Maryport,  which  veflel  had 
been  captured  a  few  days  ago,  off 
Waterford,  by  the  Bouillon  French 
privateer,  of  14  guns;— alio,  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  L’Abaable  Maaette,  French 
brig  privateer,  of  14  guns  and  69 
men.  The  evening  before  (lie  was 
taken  file  had  fought  an  outward- 
bound  Englifii  yeilow-fided  fiiip, 
carrying  16  nine-pounders,  which 
•had  killed  and  wounded  15  °f  ^er 
crew,  and  obliged  her  to  (lieer  off. 

This  night  between  eight  and 
nine  o’clock  three  fellows  went  in*- 
to  the  Three  Compares  public- 
houfe,  at  Waltham  Abbe}-,  kept 
by  Mrs.  Gray,  a  widow,  where 
they  continued  drinking  till  pad 
eleven  o’clock;  every  perfon  being 
then  gone  except  a  young  man,  a 
carpenter,  he  was  de fired  by  the  land¬ 
lady  to  fit  up  while  they  flayed ; 


E  N  C  E  S. 

this  young  man  feeming  to  be 
afieep,  the  fellows  went  up  to  the 
bar,  and  demanded  the  landlady’s 
money.  Mrs.  Gray  making  fome 
refiftance,  one  of  the  villains  drew 
forth  a  piftol  and  fiiot  her  through 
the  left  breaft,  the  bail  coming  out 
at  her  neck  :  the  carpenter  ft  nig¬ 
gling  with  one  of  the  men,  a  lecond 
piftol  was  difeharged  at  him,  the 
ball  from  which  entered  the  fleeve 
of  his  coat,  and  came  out  near  the 
elbow,  without  doing  him  any  in¬ 
jury.  A  man  and  his  wife,  who 
lodged  in  the  houfe,  jumped  out  of 
a  one-pair  of  flairs  window,  and 
Mrs.  Gray  ran  into  the  flreet.  But, 
notwitbftanding  an  alarm  made, 
they  made  off  without  effecting 
their  intention  of  robbing  the 
•houfe,  and  have  not  yet  been 
t  ci  Ic.cn  • 

Mrs,  Gray  died  5  fliort  time  after¬ 
wards. 

7.  This  evening,  between  eight 
and  nine  o’clock,  Mr,  Fryer,  of 
Southaijipton-buiidinga,  Holborn, 
clerk  to  an  attorney,  accompanied 
by  a  young  lady,  his  coufin,  and 
of  his  own  name,  to  whom  he  was 
foon  to  be  married,  was  .attacked  in 
the  „  fields  near  White-Conduit 
Houfe  by  three  footpads,  who  fiiot 
him  through  the  head,  and  robbed 
him  of  his  watch  and  money.  The 
Bow-ftreet  patrol,  who  were  within 
a  fhort  di fiance  at  the  time,  011 
hearing  the  report  of  the  pifiol, 
made  to  the  fpot,  where  they  found 
Mr.  Fryer  weltering  in  his  bloodr 
who  in  a  few  minutes  after  expired. 
A  flick  with  afword  in  it,  and  with 
which  it  is  thought  he  made  fome 
refiftance,  was  lying  by  him. 

A  very  fhort  time  before  this 
fli oc king  affair  took  place,  a  Mrs. 
Parks,  an  elderly  woman,  fervant 
to  a  clergyman  in  Iflington,  was 
flopped  near  Iflington  vvorkhoufe 
bv  three  footpads,  who  robbed  her 
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of  her  cloak  and  2s.  6d.  aim  oft  in 
fight  of  Mr.  Fryer,  who,  being 
alarmed,  put  himfelf  in  a  pofture 
of  defence,  which  coft  him  his 
life.  A  reward  of  $ol.  appeared 
in  the  gazette  for  the  apprehenfion 
of  tliefe  villains.  On  Thurfday 
the  1 1 th,  twelve  men  were  appre- 
hended  on  fufpicion  of  fome  :of 
them  being  concerned  in  this  mur¬ 
der,  and,  after  an  examination  be¬ 
fore  the  magiftrates  at  Bow-ftreet, 
nine  were  difcharged,  and  three 
committed  for  farther  examination. 

7.  The  mutiny  among  the  Tea¬ 
men,  which'  was  fuppofed  to  be 
happily  terminated,  in  confequence 
of  the  liberal  conceffions  of  admini- 
ftratioh,  broke  out  on  this  day  with 
greater  violence  than  ever;  owing,  it 
is  fa  id,  to  a  mifreprefe-ntation  of  cer¬ 
tain  parliamentary  difcuffion  on  the 
fubjedl,  and  to  an  idea  that  the  con- 
ceftions  granted  to  the  feamen 
would  not  be  adhered  to.  In  the 
morning  of  that  dav,  the  fignal  for 
failing  being  made  by  lord  Bridport, 
the  feamen  again  ref  11  fed  to  weigh 
anchor.  Some  of  the  delegates 
from  the  fin ps  at  St.  Helen’s  com¬ 
ing  along-lide  the  London  of  ,98 
gun§,  admiral  Colpoys,  that  officer 
declared  that  not  a  man  fhould 
corne  on  board, ;  and,  on  their  per- 
fi  fling  to  enter,  an  affray  happen¬ 
ed  between-  the  officers  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  and  the  (hip’s  crew,  which 
ended  in  bloodfbed  feveral  on  both 
Tides  beingr  kiil  d  and  wounded, 
i  he  tailors  having  overcome  the 
officers,  the  former  immediately 
confined  admiral  Colpoys  and  cap¬ 
tain  Grffiths,  their  commanders, 
for  whole  lives,  for  fome  time,  great, 
fears  were  entertained.  In  the  fe- 
quel,  they  were  releafed  ;  and  this 
alarming  mutiny  has  fince  happily 
fubfttied. 

Much  had  been  done  toward 
conciliating  the  late  unhappy  diffe¬ 


rences  by  lord  Bridport  and  other 
officers  of  the  fleet,  previous  to  lord 
Howe’s  arrival  at  Portfmouth  ;  but 
the  prefence  of  this  noble  veteran 
has  tended  to  accelerate  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  them  ;  having  carried 
with  him  full  powers  from  his  ma. 
jefty  to  pro  mi fe  a  pardon  to  thofe 
who  were  heartily  contrite,  as  well 
as  to  fettle  any  other  little  points  in 
difpute. 

After  conferring  with  the  port 
admiral  at  Portfmouth,  earl  Howe 
embarked  on  board  a  barge  for  St. 
Helen’s  about  nine  o’clock  on 
Thurfday  morning,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  went  on  board  the  Royal 
George,  lord  Bridport’s  flag  fliip. 
A  very  interefting  converfation 
took  place  between  the  officers  of 
the  fleet,  and  the  principal  dele¬ 
gates,  who  feemed  perfectly  fenft- 
ble  of  the  impropriety  of  their  pafb 
conducft,  and  promifed  the  mod 
perfedl  obedience  for  the  future. 

Earl  Howe  went  on  board  muft 
of  the  (hips,  and,  after  promi.fi  ng, 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  a  general 
pardon  for  their  paft  condutfi,  pro¬ 
vided  they  fubmitted  without  delay 
to  the  orders  of  their  officers,  ear- 
neftly  exhorted  them  not  to  fuily 
that  fair  fame  which  their  attention 
to  the  neceflary  rules  of  difcipline 
and  fubordination  had  acquired  for 
them,  by  reft  fling  any  longer  the 
authority  of  their  commanders, 
who  had  fo  often  led  them  on  to 
victory  and  to  glory.  His  lordfhip 
was  received  in  the  mod  refpetftful 
manner;  and  the  bailors,  confiding 
in  his  lord  {hip’s  promife  of  a  full 
and  perfect  amnefty,  declared  their 
unconditional  fubmiflion  to  their 
officers,  requefted  thatfuch  of  them 
as  had  been  fent  on  fhore  might 
forthwith  refume  their  commands, 
and  agreed  to  put  to  fea  without 
any  further  remonftrance.  The 
Mars,  however,  continued  to  dif- 
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play  the  blue  flag,  the  fignal  of 

mutiny,  for  fome  time  after  it  had 

been  pulled .  down  by  the  other 

fhips  ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  crew 

were  threatened  with  fo^ce  bv  the 

* 

remainder  of  the  fleet  that  thev  con- 

✓ 

fented  to  return  to  their  duty. 

ii.  Another  common  hall  was 
held  at  Guildhall,  when  feveral 
ftrong  refolutions  were  entered  into, 
declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  li¬ 
very;  aflerting,  ‘  that  his  majelfy’s 
minifters  have  wantonly  plunged 
this  nation  into  an  unjufl:  and  un- 
neceflarv  war,  which  has  produced 
a  feries  of  calamities  unexampled 
in  hiflory  ;  an  enormous  increafe 
of  public  debt  ;  an  alarming  di¬ 
minution  of  our  trade  and  manu¬ 
factures  ;  an  abridgment  of  our 
rights  and  privileges  ;  a  fliameful 
profu (ion  of  our  national  wealth, 
by  fubfidifing  allies  abroad,  and 
fupporting  a  fyffem  of  corruption 
at  home,  to  the  deftruCfion  of  pub¬ 
lic  credit — thus  evincing  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  facrifice  the  blood,  treafure, 
and  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  in 
fupport  of  meafures  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  the  conllitution, 
derogatory  to  the  dignity  and  fafety 
of  the  king,  and  i neon (i (lent  with 
the  happinefs  of  the  people  hi¬ 
reling  their  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  to  move  for  an  addrefs 
to  the  king,  4  to  difmifs  his  prefent 
minifiers,  as  the  moil:  likely  means 
of  obtaining  a  fpeedy  and  perma¬ 
nent  peace  and  concluding  with 
a  cenfure  on  the  lord  mayor,  who, 

4  by  diflolving  the  lad  common 
hall  on  a  frivolous  and  unfounded 
pretence  of  the  irrelevance  of  the 
refolution  which  was  moved  to  the 
occafion  on  which  the  hall  was 
aiTembled,  by  refufiag  to  convene 
another  common  hall  for  all  the 
purpofes  fpecified,  on  a  like  frivo¬ 
lous  and  unfounded  pretence  of  the 
livery  of  London  not  being  a  deli- 
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berative  body  ;  and,  by  convening 
the  prefent  common  hall  for  pur- 
poles  fhort  of  thofe  which  are  fpe¬ 
cified  in  the  requifition,  has  vio¬ 
lated  the  rights  of  the  livery ;  has 
fuifered  his  political  attachments 
to  warp  his  official  conduCf,  and 
proved  himfelf  to  be  utterly  unde- 
ferving  of  the  confidence*  of  his 
conftituents.’ 

Thefe  refolutions,  having  been 
carried  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
perfons  prefent,  were  ordered  to 
be  published  once  in  all  the  news¬ 
papers  in  Great  Britain. 

The  foLowing  is  the  counter¬ 
declaration  of  the  livery  of  London, 
to  that  agreed  to  at  the  common 
hall. 

4  We,  the  underfigned  fvery  of 
London,  think  it  neceflary  to  make 
this  public  declarationofour  difleut, 
and  full  disapprobation  of  the  feve¬ 
ral  violent  proceedi  ?g  at  the  three 
la  ft  common  halls,  held  in  this 
city.  '  ,  , 

‘  In  common  with  our  fellow- 
citizens,  we  deplore  the  evils  of 
war,  and  earnefily  pray  for  the  re¬ 
turn  of  peace  :  we  have  beheld, 
with  fatisfaftion,  the  repeated  ef¬ 
forts  of  government  to  put  an  end 
to  hoflil i ties ;  and  we  trilft  thofe 
efforts  will  be  continued,  until  fuch 
a  peace  may  be  obtained  as  Englifli- 
men  ought  to  defire — fuch  a  peace 
as  may  preferve  the  independence, 
the  honour,  and  the  commercial 
intereffs  of  this  great  nation. 

‘  And  we  think  it  expedient  fur¬ 
ther  to  declare  our  averfion  and 
abhorrence  of  all  proceedings  tendT 
ing  to  excite  difeord,  at  a  time 
when  unanimity  is  fo  elTentiallv 
neceflary  ;  or  to  fandlion  meafures 
of  turbulence,  when  the  good  or¬ 
der  of  the  country  is  the  imperious 
duty  of  every  Briton  to  maintain. 
Every  deviation  from  that  line  of 
conduct  muft  ftimulate  our  ene¬ 
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Biles  to  rife  in  their  demands,  and 
mud  place  the  profpe<ft  of  reconci¬ 
liation  at  a  greater  diftance. 

‘  In  the  name  of  peace,  then,  we 
fubfcribe :  and  we  invite  our  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  livery  to  join  us  in 
giving  our  fovereign  that  faithful 
fupport  which  we  owe  to  him  ;  and 
to  our  fellow-fubje&s  throughout 
the  unites  1  kingdoms,  that  example 
which  will  bed  tend  to  fee u re  out 
national  happinefs,  and  to  preferve 
to  ourfelves,  and  to  our  poderity, 
the  advantages  of  our  freeconftitu- 
tkion.’  [The  above  declaration 
was  figned  by  about  2.000  of  the 
livery.} 

St.  James's ,  May  13.  On  Tues¬ 
day  lad  his  mod  ferene  highHefs 
the  hereditary  prince  of  Wirtem- 
berg  came  to  the  apartments  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  reception  of  his  mod 
ferene  highnefs  at  St.  James’s.  His 
highnefs  having  been  invited  by  the 
right  hon.  dr  Jofeph  Banks,  K.B. 
to  dop,  in  his  way  to  London,  at 
Spring  Grove,  and  to  partake  of 
a  collation,  was  met  at  Spring 
Grove  by  right  hon.  lord  Malmef- 
hury,  K.  B.  and  dr  Stephen  Cot¬ 
trell,  knt.  his  majedy’s  mader  of 
the  ceremonies,  and  was  by  them 
conducted  to  London  in  one  of  his 
majedy’s  coaches,  drawn  by  dx 
borfes,  and  lodged  in  the  faid  apart¬ 
ments  at  St.  James’s.  Immediately 
after  his  arrival  at  St.  James’s,  his 
highnefs  received  a  vifit  from  the 
marquis  of  Salisbury,  lord  cham¬ 
berlain  of  his  majedy’s  houfehold. 
Their  majediesand  the  royal  fami¬ 
ly  fent  their  compliments  of  wel¬ 
come  to  his  mod  ferene  highnefs 
upon  his  arrival  at  St.  James’s;  and 
the  right  hon.  Charles  .  Greville, 
vice-chamberlain  of  his  majedy’s 
houfehold,  who  carried  the  com¬ 
pliment  from  his  majedy,  acquaint¬ 
ed  his  mod  ferene  highnefs,  that  his 
majedy  had  appointed  the  enfuing 
day  to  receive  his  highnefs  after  the 
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levee;  when  his  mod  ferene  high¬ 
nefs  waited  on  his  majedy,  and  af¬ 
terwards  on  the  queen  and  on  the 
royal  family,  at  the  times  refpec- 
tively  appointed.  Before  the  hour 
came  for  his  mod  ferene  highnefs 
to  have  accefs  to  the  king  on  W.ed- 
nefdav,  his  highnefs  received  vifits 
from  their  graces  the  archbifhops  of 
Canterbury  and  York,  the  lord 
chancellor,  and  other  lords  of  his 
majedy’s  mod  honourable  privy 
council,  and  from  many  of  the.no- 
bility,  and  other  perfons  of  didinc-  * 
tion,  and  from  the  foreign  mini- 
fters;  all  of  whom  were  prefented 
to  his  mod  ferene  highnefs.  On 
Thurfday  his  highnefs  again  re¬ 
ceived  vifits  from  divers  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  and  went  to  the  ’drawing¬ 
room  to  pay  his  compliments  to  the 
queen;  and  yederday  his  ferene 
highnefs  paid  his  compliments  to  his 
majedy  at  the  levee. 

17.  This  gazette  contains  ai| 
account  of  the  capture  of  La  Trom- 
peufe  French  fchooner,  of  6  guns 
and  40  men,  by  his  majedy’s  Hoop 
Spitfire,  captain  Seymour. 

St.  James’s,  May.  18.  This  day, 
the  foie  amity  of  the  marriage,  of  his 
ferene  highnefs  Frederick  William, 
hereditary  prince  of  Wirtemberg- 
Stutgard,  with  Charlotte-Auguda- 
Matiida,  princefs  royal  of  Great 
Britain,  lady  of  the  imperial  order 
of  Ruffia  of  St.  Catherine,  and  eld¬ 
ed  daughter  of  king  George  III.  was 
performed  in  the  chapel  royal,  by 
the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  After 
the  ceremony,  their  majefties,  with 
the  red  of  the  royal  family,  palled 
into  the  great  council  chamber, 
where  the  great  officers,  nobility, 
foreign  minifters,  and  other  perfons 
of  didinftion,  paid  their  compli¬ 
ments  oil  the  occafion;  which  were 
received  by  the  bride  and  bride¬ 
groom  in  her  majedy’s  apartment. 

20.  This  gazette  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  chafe  and  capture  o 

two 
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two  Spanifh  frigates,  by  captain 
Martin,  in  a  letter  to  fir  John  Jer¬ 
vis,  as  under. 

Irrejijiible ,  off  Cadiz ,  April  20. 
SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  at  fix 
A.  M.  I  gave  Chafe,  in  his  majefty’s 
fliip  under  my  command,  to  two 
fliips  in  the  S.  E.  in  company  with 
the  Emerald,  and  that  at  half  pad 
two  P.  M.  we  attacked  them  in 
Conil  Bay,  near  Trafalgar,  where 
they  had  anchored  ;  that  at  4  thev 
flruck  to  his  majefly’s  lliips,  and 
proved  to  be  the  Spanifli  frigates 
Fiona  and  Ninfa,  mounting  26  guns 
and  320  men  each,  from  the  Ha- 
yannah,  bound  to  Cadiz.  The  for¬ 
mer  cut  her  cable  after  file  had 
flruck,  and  ran  on  fliore;  and,  not- 
wkhftanding  we  got  her  off,  from 
the  damage  (he  received  we  were 
not  able  to  keep  her  afloat.  Part 
of  the  crews  left  the  {hips,  and  got 
on  fhore.  From  every  account  I 
have  been  able  to  colled!,  the  two 
frigates  had  18  men  killed  and  30 
wounded.  The  Irrefifiible  had  one 
man  killed  and  one  wounded. 

Geo.  Martin. 

Alfo  of  the  capture  of  the  French 
privateer  L’Enfant  de  la  Patrie,  of 
16  gun§  and  130  men,  off  Cape  Fi- 
nifterre,  by  his  majefty’s  lliip  Bof- 
ton,  captain  Morris;  alfo,  of  the 
capture  of  the  plibuftier  French 
privateer,  of  14  guns,  (4  of  which 
Were  thrown  over-board,)  and  70 
men,  by  the  Spider  fphooner,  lieu¬ 
tenant  Dent  commander;  alfo,  of 
the  J  aloufe  national  corvette,  pierced 
for  20  guns,  16  of  which  were 
mounted,  by  his  majefty’s  Blip  Vef- 
tal,  captain  White  ;  aifo  of  a  French 
armed  lugger,  called  L’Efpiegle, 
with  30  men,- by  fir  Charles  Hamil¬ 
ton  ;  alfo,  of  the  French  fhip  La 
Nouvelle  Eugenie,  a  raze  privateer, 
f£  16  guns  and  120  men,  by  his  ma- 
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jefty’s  fliip  the  Indefatigable,  fir  Ed-, 
ward  Pellew. 

Mofcozv ,  April  20.  On  Wednefdav 
the  1 2th, his  imperial majefty  remov¬ 
ed  to  Kremlin, preparatory  to  his  co¬ 
ronation,  which  took  place,  with  an 
extraordinary  degree  of  fplendour, 
on  Sunday  laft,  the  1 6th  inftant.  On 
the  1 8th  the  foreign  minifters  wefe 
admitted  to  a  public  audience  of  his 
imperial  majefty,  in  the  name  of 
their  fovereigns;  and  yefterday  a 
ball  was  given  at  court,  at  which, 
the  foreign  minifters  were  prefent. 

23.  This  gazette  contains  an 
account  of  the  capture  of  the  French 
privateer  La  Bafque,  of  8  guns  and 
50  men,  by  his  majefty’s  fliip  Phoe¬ 
nix,  captain  Halfted;  alfo,  of  the 
capture  of  La  Dunkerquoife  French 
privateer,  pierced  for  18  nine-pound¬ 
ers,  and  100  men,  but  which  had 
thrown  molt  of  her  guns  overboard, 
by  his  majefty’s  fliip  Cerberus,  cap¬ 
tain  Drew. 

23.  This  day  the  lord  mayor  and 
corporation  attended  at  St.  James’s 
with  addrefles  to  their  majefties  and 
to  the  prince  and  princefs  of  Wir- 
temberg,  for  which,  with  the  anr 
fvvers,  fee  Public  Papers. 

The  mutiny  among  the  feamen, 
which  it  was  hoped  had  been  final¬ 
ly  quelled,  broke  out  with  more 
alarming  circumftances  towards  the 
clofe  of  this  month,  as  will  appear 
by  the  following  detail;  the  fpirit 
of  infubordination  appeared  chiefly1 
at  Sheernefs  and  the  Nore. 

Delegates  were  appointed  fron> 
all  the  fliips,  and  fat  on  board  the 
Sandwich  of  28  guns;  thefe  not 
only  fuperfeded  all  the  captains  in 
their  command,  but  the  prefideht 
of  this  convention  (named  Richard 
Parker)  adted  as  admiral  of  the 
fquadron,  and  was  implicitly  obeyed 
as  fuch. 

On,  the  20th  of  May,  they  font 
the  following  ftatement  of  their  de- 

'  mauds 
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mands  to  admiral  Buckner  (the 
now  merely  nominal  commander  at 
the  Nore)  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
admiralty : 

Art.  i.  That  every  indulgence 
granted  to  the  fleet  at  Portfmouth  be 
granted  to  his  majefty’s  fubje&s 
ferving  in  the  fleet  at  the  Nore,  and 
places  adjacent. 

2.  That  every  man,  upon  a  (hip’s 
coming  into  harbour,  (hall  have  li¬ 
berty  (a  certain  number  at  a  time, 
fo  as  not  to  injure  the  (hip’s  duty) 
to  go  and  fee  their  friends  and  fami¬ 
lies;  a  convenient  time  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  each  man. 

3.  That  all  (hips,  before  they  go 
to  fea,  (hall  be  paid  all  arrears  of 
wages  down  to  fix  months,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  old  rules. 

4.  That  no  officer  that  has  been 
turned  out  of  any  of  his  majefty’s 
(hips  (hall  be  employed  in  the  fame 
Hi  ip  again,  without  confent  of  the 
(lii p’s  company. 

That  when  any  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  (hips  (hall  be  paid,  that  may 
have  been  fome  time  in  commif- 
(ion,  if  there  are  any  prefled  men  on 
board,  that  may  not  be  in  the  re¬ 
gular  courfe  of  payment,  they  (hall 
receive  two  months  advance  tofur- 
njfh  them  with  neceflaries. 

6.  That  an  indemnification  be 
made  any  men  who  run,  and  may 
now  be  in  his  majeftv’s  naval  fer- 
vice,  and  that  they  (hall  not  be  lia¬ 
ble  to  betaken  up  as  deferters. 

7.  That  a  more  equal  diftribution 
be  made  of  prize-money  to  the 
crews  of  his  majefty’s lhips  and  vef- 
fels  of  war. 

8.  That  the  articles  of  war,  as 
now  enforced,  require  various  alte¬ 
rations,  feveral  of  which  ought  to 
be. expunged  therefrom;  and  if  more 
moderate  ones  were  held  forth  to 
fearrien  in  general,  it  would  be  the 
means  of  taking  off  that  terror  and 
preiudice  againft  his  majefty’s  fer- 
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vice,  on  that  account  too  frequently 
imbibed  by  feamen,  from  entering 
voluntarily  into  the  fervice. 

The  committee  of  delegates  of 
the  whole  fleet,  aflembled  in  council 
on  board  his  majefty’s  (hip  Sand¬ 
wich,  have  unanimoufly  agreed, 
that  they  will  not  deliver  up  their 
charge  until  the  appearance  of  fome 
of  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the 
admiralty  to  ratify  the  fame. 

Given  on  board  his  Majefty’s 
Ship  Sandwich,  by  the  Dele* 
gates  of  the  Fleet,  20th  May 
1 79  7- 

To  thefe  demands,  on  the  22d  of 
Mav,  the  commiflioners  of  the  ad- 
miralty  replied,  refuting  the  princi¬ 
pal  part  of  them,  and  holding  out 
forgivenefs  to  them,  if  they  (hould 
yet  return  to  their  duty. 

After  the  admiral  had  delivered 
this  reply  to  the  delegates  of  the 
fleet,  they  were  allowed  only  ten 
minutes  to  confider  and  return  an 
anfwer;  in' place  of  doing  which, 
they  took  to  their  boats,  went  into 
ti  t  harbour,  and  brought  out  all 
the  gun-boats  there,  to  the  great 
Nore ;  after  they  had  pafled  the 
garrifon  of  Sheernefs,  the  gun¬ 
boats  all  fired  at  the  fort,  not,  a£ 
they  fay,  with  an  intention  of  do¬ 
ing  any  damage,  but  merely  to.lhew 
they  were  independent,  and  not  in 
dread  of  the  fort.  The  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  delegates,  in  confequence 
of  the  above  anfwer  from  their 
lordfliips,  was,  1  that  nothing  could 
be  fettled  till  three  of  the  board  of 
admiralty  came  down  to  Sheer¬ 
nefs.’ 

On  the  24th,  the  feamen  received 
another  letter,  repeating  the  offer  of 
pardon,  to  which  a  peremptory  re- 
fuftfl  was  fent,  figned  by  Richard 
Parker,  their  prefident ;  and  the; 
failors  refolved  to  place  the  diffe¬ 
rent  (hips  in  a  pofture  of  defence  ^ 
and  in  order  to  prevent  any  fur- 
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prife,  they,  on  the  25th  inft.  un¬ 
moored  with  the  whole  fleet,  and 
moored  again,  formed  into  two  lines 
of  battle,  with  a  determination  of 
oppoflng  any  force  that  might  be 
employed  againft  them. 

The  lords  of.  the  admiralty, 
notwithftanding  their  firft  refufal, 
thought  proper,  to  go  down  to 
Sheernefs,  and  try  every  concilia¬ 
tory  meafure  to  induce  the  feamen 
to  return  to  their  duty.  A  declara¬ 
tion  was  read  on  board  the  mutinous 
fliips :  but  this  and  all  the  expoftu- 
lations  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
provingdneffedtual,  they  returned  to 
town  ;  and  a  cabinet  council  was 
immediately  held,  when  it  was  de¬ 
termined  to  employ  the  molt  vigo¬ 
rous  meafures  to  reduce  the  rebels, 
and  a  proclamation  was  iflued,  for 
the  fuppreflion  of  the  mutinous  and 
treafonable  proceedings  of  the  crews 
of  certain  of  the  fliips  at  the  Nore. 

On  Thurfday,  June  1,  a  mef- 
fage  was  feat  to  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  in  confequence  of  which 
two  bills  were  brought  into  the 
houfe  of  commons,  paffed  through 
both  houfes,  and  received  the  royal 
affent  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of  June. 
The  firfl,  entitled,  4  A  bill  for  bet¬ 
ter  prevention  and  punifliment  of 
attempts  to  feduce  perfons  ferving 
in  hi4  majefty’s  forces,  by  fea  or 
land,  from  their  duty  and  alle¬ 
giance,  dr  to  incite  them  to  mutiny 
or  difobedier.ee. ’  The  other  was 
entitled,  4  A  bill  for  more  effec¬ 
tually  reftraining  intercourfe  with 
the  crews  of  certain  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  fliips  now  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny 
and  rebellion,  and  for  the  more  ef¬ 
fectual  fuppreflion  of  fueb  mutiny 
and  rebellion.’ 

In  confequence  of  thefe  bills,  the 
London  Gazette  extraordinary  of 
Wednefday,  June  7,  contained  two 
declarations  refpetiing  the  declare 
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ing  of  certain  fliips  to  be  in  a  flate 
of  mutiny,  and  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  fuch  as  fhould  return 
to  their  duty. 

Previoufly  to  the  iffuing  of  thefe 
proclamations,  the  mutinous  fliips 
at  the  Nore  had  been  joined  by  le- 
veral  line  of  battle  flips  from  ad¬ 
miral  Duncan’s  fquadron  off  Yar¬ 
mouth  ;  the  whole  forming  a  formi¬ 
dable  force  of  about  twemy  fliips  of 
war,  and  had  each  hoiffed  the  red 
flag  of  defiance.  In  the  mean  time, 
however,  the  greateft  preparations 
were  making  to  compel  them  to 
fubmit;  both  fliores  were  lined  with 
batteries,  the  forts  at  Tilbury  and 
Gravefend  were  furnifhed  with  fur¬ 
naces  for  red-hot  (hot,  the  buoys 
at  the  Nore  were  removed,  and 
fome  men  of  war  and  gun- boats 
were  manned  with  volunteers  raifed 
by  a  fubfeription  of  the  merchants 
of  London,  in  order  to  attack 
them. 

-  The  mutineers,  however,  defpc- 
rate  as  they  feemed  to  be,  thought 
proper  to  adopt  a  pacific  meafure, 
before  they  proceeded  to  more  vio¬ 
lent  extremities.  The  delegates  on 
board  the  Sandwich  fent  two  of 
their  body  on  board  the  Monmouth, 
of  which  the  earl  of  Northefk  ps 
captain,  and  told  his  lordfhip,  that 
it  was  the  pleafure  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  he  fhould  immediately  ac¬ 
company  them  on  board  the  flag 
Hi  ip,  as  they  had  propofals  to  make, 
leading  to  accommodation.  His 
lordfhip  immediately  complied,  at¬ 
tended  only  by  one  officer.  He 
found  the  convention  in  the  ftate  ca¬ 
bin,  confiding  of  lixty  delegates, 
with  Parker  fitting  at  their  head. 
Before  they  entered  upon  bufinefs, 
the  president  demanded  of  the  per- 
fon  accompanying  lord  Northefk,. 
who  he  was  t — The  anfwer  was, 

1  An  officer  of  the  Monmouth,  who’ 

accqrnT 
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accompanied  his  captain  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  fecretary,  from  a  fuppo- 
iirion  that  he  might  want  one  on 
the  prefent  occafion.’  4  Who  knows 
him?  Say,  delegates  of  the  Mon¬ 
mouth,  what  kind  of  man  is  he?’ 

—  The  two  delegates  dated,  that  he 
was  a  worthy,  good  man  :  oil 
which  it  was  unanimoufly  voted, 
that  he  might  attend  the  conference. 

—  Lord  Northelk  was  now  told  by 
Parker,  4  That  the  committee,  with 
one  voice,  had  come  to  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  terms  on  which  alone, 
without  the  fmalleft  alteration,  they 
would  give  up  the  fhips  :  and  that 
they  had  fent  for  him  as  a  known 
feaman's  friend,  to  be  charged  with 
them  to  the  king;  from  whom  he 
mud  pledge  his  honour  to  return  on 
board  with  a  clear  and  pofitive  an- 
fwer  in  dfty-four  hours.’  Parker 
here  read  the  letter,  which  is  faid 
to  contain  fome  rough  compliments 
on  his  majedy’s  virtues,  and  as 
many  coarfe  dridhires  on  the  fup- 
pofed  demerits  of  his  miniders. — 
His  lordfhip  faid,  4  he  would  cer¬ 
tainly  bear  the  letter  as  they  defired, 
but  he  could  not,  from  the  unrea- 
fonablenefs  of  the  demands,  darter 
them  with  any  expe&ation  of  fuc- 
cefs.’  They  perfided  that  the  whole 
mud  be  complied  with,  or  they 
would  immediately  put  the  deet  to 
fea  I  Lord  Northelk  was  now  row¬ 
ed  on  board  the  Duke  of  York, 
Margate  packet,  under  a  flag  of 
truce,  with  three  cheers  from  the 
Sandwich,  and  with  the  following 
date  paper  to  ratify  his  c  reden - 
-Via  Is  ; 

t  Sandwich ,  June  6,  3  P .  M. 

4  To  Capt.  Lord  Northelk. 

4  You  are  hereby  authorised  and 
ordered  to  wait  upon  the  king, 
wherever  he  may  be,  with  the  re* 
folutions  of  the  committee  of  de¬ 
legates,  and  are  directed  to  return 


back  with  an  anfwer  to  the  fame 
within  fifty-four '  hours  from  the 
date  hereof. 

4  R.  Parker,  Prefident.* 

Lord  Northelk  arrived  at  Graved- 
end,  took  a  little  repofe,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  land  to  town  ;  when* 
after  dopping  for  a  fhort  time  at  the* 
admiralty,  he  attended  earl  Spencer 
to  the  king. —  The  demands,  as  lord 
Northelk  had  fuppofed,  were  fuch 
as  could  not  be  acceded  to ;  and 
the  mutinous  crews  were  given  to 
underdand,  that  nothing  would  be 
accented  but  unconditional  ftibmid* 

A.  \ 

dop. 

Thefe  proclamations,  and  the 
dread  of  the  vigorous  meafures 
about  to  be  taken  by  government, 
produced  the  defired  effefl.  The 
moderate  or  well-affedted  part  of 
the  crews  were  encouraged  to  make 
exertions  to  emancipate  themfelves 
from  the  tyranny  of  their  mutinous 
brethren,  and  the  violent  and  re¬ 
bellious  were  confounded  and  di£V 
mayed. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the 
9th  of  June,  the  Repulfe  and  Ar¬ 
dent,  of  64  guns  each*  and  the  Leo* 
pard  of  50  guns,  made  their  efGape, 
notwithdanding  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  diips  they  paded.  On  Saturday, 
the  Monarch  and  Director  dipped 
their  cables,  and  ran  under  the  bat¬ 
teries  of  Sheernefs.  At  the  fame 
time,  a  violent  commotion  broke 
out  among  the  crew  of  the  Sand¬ 
wich,  and  the  rebels  were  expel¬ 
led  the  middle  deck.  About  ten 
o’clock,  the  defedlio-n  became  ge¬ 
neral,  and  it  was  refolved  to  fend 
to  admiral  Buckner,  proffering  their 
unqualified  fubmidion,  b.jit  pray¬ 
ing  that  his  majedy’s  pardon  might 
be  extended  to  them.  They  then 
lir uck  the  red  dag,  and  holfted  the 
union  jack  in  its  place.  Some  of 
the  diips,  however,  re-hoided  the 
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red  flag,  and  continued  it,  while  prefent  month  of  May,  be  paid  to 
the v  were  endeavouring  to  make  each  private  foldier  of  infantry ,  in- 
terms  for  their  delegates  ;  but  un*  addition  to  the  faid  film  of  eight- 
conditional  fubmiffion  was  infilled  pence  farthing,  the  further  futn  of 
upon  by  government ;  and  this  dif-  threepence  three  farthings,  making 
Graceful  mutiny  was  at  length  quite  in  the  whole,  the  fum  of  one  fhii- 
fubdued,  the  Sandwich,  the  head  ling  daily.  — Out  of  this  advance 
'ill ip  in  the  mutiny  having  lurren-  of  pay,  the  foldier  is  to  pay  the  ex- 
dered,  and  given  up  Richard  Park-  tra  price  of  bread  and  meat,  now 
er,  the  chief,  who  was  foon  after  paid  by  the  pubik,  which  at  preferrr 
committed  to  Maidftone  jail  ;  and  amounts,  upon  an  average,  to  the 
on  the  2nd  of  June  was  tried  on  daily  fum  of  one  penny  three  far- 
board  the  Nfptune,  and  condemned  things  ;  fo  that  the  net  increafeia 
and  executed.  future,  to  each  foldier,  will  be  two- 


Several  others  of  the  mutineers 
were  afterwards  tried  and  executed 
for  the  fame  mutiny,  the  nature  of 
which  is  more  particularly  explain¬ 
ed  in  our  hiftorical  part. 

30.  The  commander  of  the  firll 
battalion  of  guards  read  to  them  the 
proceedings  of  parliament,  refpedt- 
ing  their  additional  pay,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  general  orders,  for  the  in¬ 
fantry  of  the  line,  the  militia,  and 
fencible  infantry. 

Adjutant-General' s  Office. 

Whereas,  over  and  above  the 
provifion  made  for  clothing,  for 
Chelfea  hofpital,  for  lodgings,  and 
for  medical  affi  fiance  ;  and  likewife, 
over  and  above  the  allowance  of 
beer,  and  other  articles,  provided 
in  barracks  and  quarters,  and  of 
bread  provided  at  a  reduced  rate  in 
camp,  the  private  foldier  of  infan¬ 
try  of  the  line,  ferving  at  home, 
heretofore  received  the  pay  of  fix- 
pence  per  day,  which,  together 
with  the  fum  of  twopence  farthing 
per  day  granted  to  him  by  his  ma- 
jefly’s  warrant  for  eftablifhing  and 
confoiidating  certain  other  allow¬ 
ances  lately  given  him,  amounts  to 
the  fum  of  eightpence  farthing  ;  his 
majefly,  having  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  take  the  fame  into  confi- 
deration,  is  pleafed  to  dire£t,  that, 
under  the  following  regulations,. 
•  there  fhall,  from  the  25th  of  this 


pence  per  diem. 

With  refped  to  the  difburfement 
of  this  fliilling  per  day,  his  maje&y 
has  been  pleafed  to  order,  that  a 
fum, not  exceedingfour  (hillings per 
week,  fhall  be  applied  toward  the 
expenfe  of  the  foldier’s  rnefs,  (in¬ 
cluding  vegetables,  &c.)  unlefs  he 
himfelf  fhall  choofe  to  appropriate 
a  further  part  of  his  pay  to  thai 
purpofe ; 

n  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one 
{hilling  and  fix  pence  a  week,  fhall 
be  retained  for  neceffaries,  to  be 
accounted  for  as  ufual,  monthly  r 
That  the  remainder  of  his  pay, 
amounting  to  one  fliilling  and  fix- 
pence  per  week,  fhall  be  paid  to 
the  foldier,  fubjecl  to  the  accu hom¬ 
ed  deduction  for  waffling,  and  arti¬ 
cles  for  cleaning  his  clothes  and  ap¬ 
pointments. 

And  his  majefly,  out  of  his  royal 
bounty,  is  further  pleafed  to  order 
and  direct,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
foldier,— 

That,  in  camp,  he  fhall  receive 
the  fum  of  five  pence  farthing  per 
week,  being  the  difference  between 
the  allowance  and  value  of  bread 
and  beer  in  quarters  or  barracks, 
and  the  ordinary  (mcreafed)  fiipply 
of  bread  in  camp  ; 

That  if  meat,  of  the  quality  pro¬ 
per  to  be  provided  for  bra,-  fhouk 
exceed  the  price  of  fixpence  per 

pound, 
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pound,  or  bread,  of  the  houfehold 
quality,  the  price  of  one  penny 
halfpenny  per  pound,  fuch  extra 
price  fball  be  allowed  by  the  pub¬ 
lic,  upon  a  quantity  not  exceeding 
three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  meat, 
and  one  pound  of  bread,  per  day, 
for  each  man  : — 

That  when  any  foldier  fhall,  with 
the  approbation  of  his  command¬ 
ing  officer,  provide  himfelf  with 
lodgings,  and  the  feveral  articles  of 
fmall  beer,  &c.  to  which  his  billet 
would  entitle  him,  he  fhall  receive 
,  the  fame  allowance  as  the  publican 
would  have  been  entitled  to,  under 
fuch  billet. 

His  majefly  is  further  pleafed  to 
order, 

That  the  pay  and  allowances  to 
a  drummer  fhall  be,  daily,  thirteen- 
pence  farthing  : 

That  the  pay  and  allowances  to  a 
corporal  fhall  "be,  daily,  fourteen- 
pence  farthing  : 

That  the  pay  and 'allowances  to 
a  ferjeant  fhad  " be,  daily,  eighteen- 
pence  three  farthings. 

His  majeftv  is  further  pleafed  to 
order,  that  the  pay  and  allowances 
of  the  invalids,  fhall  be,  daily — 

To  a  private,  eleven -pence  far¬ 
thing  ; 

To  a  drummer,  thirteen  pence 
farthing ; 

To  a  corporal,  thirteen-pence 
three  farthings  ; 

To  a  ferjeant,  eighteen-pence  far¬ 
thing  j  and  that  the  ferjeants,  drum¬ 
mers,  and  private  men  of  the  mili¬ 
tia  and  fencible  infantry,  fhall  be 
placed  on  the  fame  footing,  refpec- 
tively,  as  thole  of  the  line.  His  ma¬ 
jefty  is  further  pleafed  to  order,  that 
the  like  net  addition  of  two-pence 
per  diem  fhall  be  made  to  all  his 
lo Idlers,  ferving  out  of  Great  Bri- 
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tain. 

Field-marfhal'the  duke  of  York, 
is  happy  to  announce  the  king's 
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gracious  intentions  towards  the 
whole  of  his  army. 

His  royal  highnefs  refts  allured, 
that  thefe  new  instances  of  the  libe¬ 
rality  of  parliament,  and  of  his  rtia- 
jefty.’s  paternal  care,  will  rivet  that 
affe&ion  for  their  king  and  coun- 
*  try,  which  has  ever  been  the  pride 
of  BritiBi  foldiers  ;  and  that  a  con¬ 
tinuance  in  Beady  difcipline,  and 
honourable  conduct,  will  merit 
thofe  gracious  favours,  that  have 
been  repeatedly  Blown  fhem. 

On  this  occalion,  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  cannot  but  add,  that,  however 
incredible  it  may  appear,  that  there 
fhould  exift  a  wretch,  fo  loB  to  ho¬ 
nour  and  humanity,  as  to  league 
with  the  enemy,  and  to  aim  at  the 
utter  ruin  of  his  country,  yet  there 
are  certainly  many  defperate  per- 
fons,  who  have  perfevered  in  me¬ 
thod  i  ling  treachery  and  fedition  ; 
and  who,  under  fpecious  and  delu- 
five  pretences,  taking  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  unguarded  moments,  have 
endeavoured  to  feduce  foldiers  from 
their  duty,  and  render  them  accom¬ 
plices  in  their  treafons,  the  direct 
object  of  which  is  univerfal  confu- 
fion  and  rapine,  and  the  overthrow 
of  that  happy  fyftem  of  religion 
and  government  fecured  to  us  by 
the  blood  of  our  anceftors;  and 
which,  for  fo  many  ages,  has  ren¬ 
dered  Britain  the  admiration  and 
envy  of  the  world  ! 

His  royal  highnefs  is  convinced, 
that  the  love  and  attachment  of  the 
foldier  to  his  king  and  country, 
are  firm  and  unfhaken  \  and  that, 
holding  in  abhorrence  all  bafe  and 
fcandalous  attempts  to  fhake  his 
lovaltv  and  true  affection,  every 
good  foldier  will  repel,  with  in¬ 
dignation,  the  inftigators  of  fuch 
wickednefs,  and  glory  in  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  expofing  them  to 'the 
exemplary  juftice  of  their  infulted 
country. 

By 
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By  command  of  field- marflial  his 
royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York, 

Willi  am  Fawcett, 
Adjutant-general. 

JUNE. 

a.  This  morning,  at  eight  o’clock, 
their  ferene  highnefies  the  prince 
and  princefs  of  Wirtemberg  left 
England  for  Germany  :  the  prince 
.and  princefs  in  the  king’s  travelling 
chaife;  general  Garth,  rhecountefs 
Of  Aylelbury,  and  lady  Charlotte 
Bruce,  in  one  of  the  queen’s  coach¬ 
es  ;  and  in  another  carriage  the  at¬ 
tendants,  efcorted  by  a  party  of 
light  dragoons  ;  the  company  break- 
fafted  at  the  apartments  in  St. 
James’s  palace,  and  fet  off  from  the 
garden  gate. 

3.  This  gazette  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  La  Terrible 
French  lugger  privateer,  of  4  guns, 
and  25  men,  by  lieut.  Pulling,  of 
his  majefty’s  (loop  Penguin  ;  alfo, 
off  St.  Chriftopher’s,  of  the  captute 
of  L’Henreufe  Catharine  French 
fchooner  privateer,  carrying  6  guns 
and  5 1  nien  ;  alfo,  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  of  the  capture  of  Le  Poiffon 
Volant  French  privateer,  of  4  guns 
and  40  men,  by  capt.  Martin  of  his 
majefty’s  ihip  Tamer ;  alfo,  orr  Gna- 
daloupe,  of  the  capture  of  Le  Chaf- 
feur  French  privateer  of  6  guns  and 
Bo  men,  by  capt,  Lobb,  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  fhip  L’Aimkble. 

5.  At  the  Old  Bailey,  12  capital 
convidfs  feverally  received  judg¬ 
ment  of  death  ;  12  -  were  ordered  to 
be  tranfported  beyond  the  feas  for 
the  term  of  feven  years,  fix  to  be 
imprifqned  in  Newgate,  «feven  in 
the  houfe  of  corredtion  at  Clerken- 
well,  and  one  to  be  publicly  whip¬ 
ped  found  Leadenhall- market. 

The  feflicns  being,  ended,  the 
fame  were  adjourned  until  Wed- 
Jaefday,  July  12, 
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This  morning  were  executed  at 
the  front  of  Newgate,  Clinch  and 
Mackley,  for  the  jobbery  and  mur¬ 
der  of  Mr.  Fryer,  in  Iflingtbn-ftelds. 
[See  Occurrences,  May  7.]  An  ex¬ 
tremely  disagreeable  circumftahce 
that  occurred  fhdrtened  the  period 
which  is  ufually  allowed  to  men  in 
their  unhappy  Situation.  The  floor 
of  the  fcaffold,  from  fotne  previous 
mifarrangement,  gave  way,  and  pre¬ 
cipitated  into  the  area  of  the  appa¬ 
ratus,  Meflrs.  Vilette  and  Gaffy,  the 
latter  a  catholic  prieft  who  attended 
Clinch,  and  the  two  executioners  ; 
Mr.  fheriff  Staines  had  himfelf  a 
very  narrow  efcape.  Mr.  Gaffy 
being  a  lu fly  man  was  feverely 
hurt,  as  were  both  the  executioners; 
Mr.  Vilette  efcaped  with  a  flight 
bruife.  The  two  malefactors  fvvuno* 
off  with  their  diftorted  features  ex^ 
pofed  to  the  view  of  the  diftrefied 
fpedtators.  By  the  laudable  adtivity 
of  Mr.  Ramfden,  the  prifon  fur- 
geon,  however,  the  cap  was  drawii 
over  their  faces  afterward.  Their 
bodies  were  removed  to  a  proper 
place  for  the  purpofes  of  difiedtion 
and  expofure.  They  both  denied 
to  the  laft  moment  having  had  any 
concern  in  the  murder. 

The  London  Gazette,  June  6. 

P  arliament-jireet ,  June  6,  I  797- 

A  difpatch,  of  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  copy,  has  been  received  by 
the  right  honourable  Henry  Dun- 
das,  one  of  his  majefty’s  principal 
fecretaries  of  ftate,  from  fir  Ralph 
Abercromby,  K.  B.  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majeftv’s  forces  in  the 
Weft  Indies. 

His  majefy’s flip  Prince  of  Wales ,  off 
,  Porto-Rico ,  May  2. 

SIR, 

After  the  fedudtion  of  Trinidad, 
the  force  defined  for  the  expedi¬ 
tion  agairifl  Porto-Rico  being  a f- 
fembled,  on  the  8th  of  April  the. 
fleet  failed  from  Martinico,  and  ar- 

(G) 
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rived  at  St.  Kilt’s  on  the  ioth  ; 
yvhere  we  waited  the  arrival  of  cap¬ 
tain  Woolley,  of  his  majefty  s  fhip 
Arethufa,  who  had  been  fent  to 
Tortola  and  St.  Thomas,  to  pro¬ 
cure  pilots  and  guides.  This  occa- 
fioned  the  delay  of  a  few  days. 

,  On  Monday  the  17th,  we  made 
the  ifland  of  Porto-Rico,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  off  Congrejos-point. 
The  whole  of  the  north  fide  of  this 
ifland  is  bounded  by  a  reef,  and  it 
was  with  much  difficulty  that  a 
channel  was  difcovered,  about  three 
leagues  to  eaftward  of  the  town, 
through  which  his  majefty’s  (loops 
the  Beaver  and  Fury,  with  the 
lighter  veffels,  palled  into  a  fmall 
bay,  in  which  the  troops,  on  the 
next  morning,  were  difembarked 
with  little  oppofition  from  about 
100  of  the  enemy,  who  were  con¬ 
cealed  in  the  bufhes  at  the  landing- 
place.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
fame  day  the  troops  advanced,  and 
took  a  pofition  very  favourable  for 
our  numbers,  with  our  right  to  the 
lea,  and  cur  left  to  a  lagoon,  which 
extends  far  into  the  country.  .  The 
artillery  was  brought  up  without 
lofs  of  time,  and  every  preparation 
made  to  force  a  paffage  into  the 
ifiand  on  which  the  town  of  Porto- 
Rico  is  fituated. 

It  is  neceffary  here  to.obferve, 
that  as  the  Moro  cattle  completely 
commands  the  paffage  into  the  har¬ 
bour,  the  enemy  kept  open  their 
communication  with  the  fou them 
and  vveftern  part  of  the  ifland,  and 
even  teazed»and  haraffed  our  left 
flank  with  their  numerous  gun¬ 
boats.  The  only  point,  therefore, 
on  which  we  could  attack  fhe  town, 
was  on  the  eaftern  fide,  where  it  is 
defended  by  the  cattle  and  lines  of 
St.  Chriftopher,  to  approach  which 
it  was  neceffary  to  force  our  way 
over  the  lagoon,  which  forrns  this 
fide  of  the  ifland.  This  paffage 
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was  ftrongly  defended  by  two  re¬ 
doubts  and  gun-boats,  and  the  ene¬ 
my  had  dettroyed  the  bridge  which 
connects,  in  the  narroweft  channel, 
the  ifland"  with  the  main  land.  After 
every  effort  on  our  part,  we  never 
could  fufficiently  filence  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  (who  had  likewife  en¬ 
trenched  themfelves  in  the  rear  of 
thefe  redoubts)  to  hazard  forcing 
the  paffage  into  the  ifland  with  fo 
final!  a  force;  and  this  indeed  would 
have  been  in  vain,  as  the  enemy 
could  fupport  a  fire  ten  times  more 
powerful  than  we  could  have 
brought  ap-ainft  them.  The  only 
tiling  left  was  to  endeavour  to  bom¬ 
bard  the  town  from  a  point  to  the 
fouthward  of  it,  near  to  a  large  ma¬ 
gazine  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 
This  was  tried  for  feveral  days, 
without  any  great  effect,  on  account 
of  the  dittance. 

It  appearing,  therefore,  that  no 
a ft  of  vigour  on  our  part,  nor  that 
any  combined  operation  between 
the  lea  and  land  fervice,  could  in 
any  manner  avail,  I  determined  to 
withdraw,  and  to  re-embark  the 
troops ;  which  was  done  on  the 
night  of  the  30th  of  April,  with  the 
greateft  order  and  regularity. 

All  our  artillery  and  ttores  were 
brought  off,  except  feven  iron  guns* 
four  iron  mortars,  and  two  brafs 
howitzers,  which  were  rendered  un- 
ferviceable,  it  being  impoffible  to 
remove  them,  Not  a  lick  or  wound¬ 
ed  foldier  was  left  behind,  and  no¬ 
thing  of  any  value  fell  into  the 

hands  of  the  enemy. 

* 

During  the  whole  of  our  opera¬ 
tions,  I  have  experienced  from  ad¬ 
miral  Harvey  the  mott  cordial  co¬ 
operation,  and  every  aft  of  perfonal 
kindnefs.  At  my  requeft  he  landed 
300  feamen,  under  captains  Teddy 
and  Browne,  of  the  royal  navy  ;  to 
whofe  exertions  while  on  fhore  we 
are  under  the  greateft  obligations. 

From 
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From  the  arrangements  of  the  ad¬ 
miral,  the  landing  and  re-embark¬ 
ing  of  the  troops  were  conducted 
in  the  belt  order.  To  capt.  Renou, 
of  the  royal  navy,  principal  agent 
of  the  transports,  1  defire  to  exprefs 
the  fenfe  I  have  of  his  good  con¬ 
duct  upon  all  occafions. 

I  beg  leave  to  allure  you,  that  the 
behaviour  of  the  troops  has  been 
meritorious:  they  were  patient  un¬ 
der  labour,  regular  and  orderly  in 
their  condudf,  and  fpirited  when 
an  opportunity  to  fliow  it  occurred. 
All  the  departments  of  the  army  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves  to  my  fatisfacfion. 
A  return  of  our  killed  and  wounded 
accompanies  this  difpatch. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.. 

Racpii  Abercromey. 

P.  S„  I  have  omitted  to  fay,  that 
four  Spanifli  brafs  fiiid-pieces  fell 
into  our  hands,  which  were 
c iff. 

Total  return  of  Killed,  Wounded, 
and  Miffing,  at  Porto  Rico,  May  2. 

One  lieutenant-colonel,  wound¬ 
ed  ;  one  captaiii,  killed  ;  one  ditto, 
wounded  ;  one  ditto,  miffing ;  two 
lieutenants,  miffing;  thirty  rank 
and  file,  killed  p  fixty-eight  ditto, 
wounded;  1 21 -miffing. 

Names  of  the  Officers  killed, 
wounded,  or  miffing. 

53d  regiment.— — Capt,  Rynd, 
grounded  ;  capt.  Dover,  miffing, 
fuppofed  taken  prifoner. 

Loweftein’s  chaffeurs. — Liente- 
nant-colonel  Stammendorf,  wound¬ 
ed  ;  lieutenant  De  Gand,'  miffing, 
fuppofed  taken  prifoner. 

.  Ditto  fufileers. — .Capt.  Graffie, 
killed;  lieutenant  Montagnac,  miffi¬ 
ng. 

John  Hope,  adjutant-general. 

The  fame  gazette  contains  a  let¬ 
ter  from  admiral  fir  Hyde  Parker, 
commander  in  chief  at  Jamaica,  in- 
clofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  capt. 
Ogilvy,  of  the  Thunderer,  Con¬ 


taining  an  account  of  his  deftroying 
the  Hermione  French  frigate  of  44 
guns ;  and  another,  of  capt.  Pigot’s 
bringing  out  of  Jean  Rabel  one 
fhip,  three  brigs,  three  fchooners, 
and  two  Hoops ;  and  alfo  the  two 
following  letters : 

LaMagicienne ,  Calalajh  Bay,  April 
SIR, 

I  have  the  fatisfaflion  to  inform 
you,  that  the  boats  belonging  to  the 
Magicienne  and  Regnlus,  officered 
and  manned  by  volunteers  from  the 
two  fhips,  in  the  night  of  the  6th 
inffiant,  entered  the  harbour  of 
Cape  Roxo  in  this  ifland,  the  great 
receptacle  for  French  privateers 
and  their  prizes,  when  they  cap¬ 
tured,  funk,  and  burnt  thirteen  fail 
of  fquare-rigged  veffiels  and  fchoon¬ 
ers,  the  whoie  in  the  port,  (except 
a  Danifh  fhip)  and  destroyed  two 
batteries  of  two  guns  each,  fix  and 
four  pounders,  at  the  entrance  and 
head  of  the  harbour,  , without  the 
lofs  of  a  man. 

This  fervice  was  fo  admirably 
well  executed,  that  I  think  it  a  du¬ 
ty  incumbent  upon  me  to  make 
known  to  you  the  name  of  every 
officer  employed  oil  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

W.  H.  Ricketts*, 
Hermione ,  at  Cape  JAjchola ,  April  1 5. 

1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that,  on  the  22d  of  March,  Handing 
in  between  the  ifland  of  ZacheQ 
and  the  weft  end  of  Porto  Rico,  1 
difeovered  a  brig  and  feveral  fmaller 
veffiels  at  anchor  clofein  fiiofe,  arid 
had  the  good  fortune  to  fucceed  in 
bringing  the  Hermione  to  an'  an¬ 
chor  within  half  a  mile  of  them, 
and  abreaft  of  a  fmall  battery,  'which 
immediately  opened  a  fire  upon  the 
fhip,  but  was  very  fhortly  filenced. 

I  fent  the  boats,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  lieutenants  Reid  and  Dou¬ 
glas,  to  take  pofieffion  of  the  veffiels 
and  though  they  were  aground,  anu 
(G  2)  a,  fmall 
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a  fmall  fire  of  mufquetry  kept  up 
fey  the  enemy,  they  brought  them 
all  out  but  two,  which  were  funk, 
and  I  am  happy  to -fay  without  a 
a  man  being  hurt.  The  following 
day  I  fent  the  boats,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  lieutenant  Reid,  to  land 
and  endeavour  to  fpike  and  dis¬ 
mount  the  guns,  which  they  ef¬ 
fected  without  lofs  ;  and  the  enemy 
had,  on  our  firft  appearance,  taken 
the  fails  of  the  veifels  away,  and 
otherwife  difmantled  them.  I  fet 
fire  to  them  all  but  the  brig,  three 
of  which  were  French  privateers, 
and  the  others  their  prizes,  making 
in  all  fifteen,  befides  the  brig. 

In  executing  the  fervice,  I  feel  it 
but  juftice  to  the  officers  and  fiiip’s 
company  under  my  command,  to 
exprefs  my  approbation  of  their 
condud  and  exertions,  particularly 
thofe  employed  in  the  boats,  which 
fervice  was  attended  with  much 
rifk  and  fatigue,  and  executed  with 
the  greateft  chearfulnefs,  fpirit,  and 
good  judgment. 

;  The  brig  belongs  to  Bremen,  and 
was  captured  by  one  of  the  priva¬ 
teers  a  month  before  ;  fhe  is  loaded 
very  deep,  and  is  a  very  valuable 
veftel.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&e.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  Hugh  Pig  oh. 

The  fame  gazette  alfo  contains 
an  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Port' 
an  Paix,  a  French  privateer  fchoon- 
er,  2  fwivels  and  i  7  men,  by  capt. 
Fowke  of  the  SwallowT,  and  of  the 
Le  Pichegrue,  French  privateer,  1 
gun  and  39  men,  by  lieut.  Huggett 
of  the  Refolution  brig. 

Dmuning-fireet ,  June  9,  1797*  A 
meflenger  arrived  yefterday  at  lord 
Grenville’s  office  from  fir  Charles 
Whitworth,  K.  B.  his  majefty’s  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  and  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  with  his  imperial  majefty’s 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
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merce  concluded  between  his  ma- 
jeftyand  the  emperor  of  Ruffia. 

The  ratifications  were  exchanged 
at  Mofcowon  the  17th  ult. 

10.  This  gazette  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  the  Adolphe 
French  lugger  privateer,  pierced  for 
12  guns,  part  of  which  file  threw 
overboard,  and  8  fwivels,  with  35 
men,  after  being  chafed  4  hours, 
by  his  majefty’s  lloops  Nautilus  and 
Sea-gull; — alfo,  of  a  French  lugger 
privateer  from  Breft,  mounting  2 
carriage-guns,  and  8  fwivels,  with 
mufkets,  pikes,  pole-axes,  &c,  and 
36  men,  by  the  Dolphin  revenue 
cruifer ; — and,  alfo,  of  a  French, 
lugfail  privateer,  called  the  Flying 
Fifh,  with  2  fwivel-guns,  a  number 
of  mufkets,  and  24  men,  out  three 
days  from  Morlaix,  by  the  Lively, 
a  cutter  of  the  cuftoms. 

1 7.  In  the  court  of  King’s  Bench, 
an  action  was  brought  by  Dunnage 
againft:  fir  Thomas  Turton  for  crim. 
con.  with  Mrs.  Dunffege.  The  da¬ 
mages  were  laid  at  it>,oool.  After 
a  long  trial,  the  jury  gave  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  damages  5,000k 

This  gazette  contains  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  ftie  Stulver  Dutch 
privateer,  of  10  guns,  and  48  men, 
from  Amfterdam,  by  his  majefty’s 
ihip  the  Aftrea,  capt.  Davies. 

Portsmouth ,  June  20.  Yefterday 
morning  at  nine  o’clock  a  court- 
martial  was  aflembled  on  board  his 
majefty’s  fiiip  Royal  William,  at 
Spithead,  confifting  of  the  hon. 
Thomas  Pakenham,  prefident,  capt. 
Aplin,  capt.  Legge,  capt.  Monta¬ 
gue,  capt:  Barker,  capt.  Faulkner, 
capt.  Middleton,  capt.  Pickmore, 
capt.  Wilkinfon,  capt.  Peyton, capt. 
Frafer,  capt.  Yorke,  capt.  Herbert, 
for  the  trial  of  Gutherie,  Calloway, 
Afhley,  Johnfon,  and  Davies,  for 
making  and  endeavouring  to  make 
mutinous  affiemblies  on  board  his 
majefty’s  fiiip  Le  Pompeej  and 
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James  Braham,  for  being  prefent 
.at  fuch  affemblies,  all  of  them  be¬ 
longing  to  that  (hip. 

Ten  witnefles  were  examined  yef- 
terday  on  the  part  of  the  prcfecu- 
don,,  which  all  tended  to  criminate 
.Calloway,  Afhley,  Gutherie,  and 
Johnfon.  Hitherto  nothing  has  ap¬ 
peared  againft  Braham  ;  and  nothing 
farther  againft  Davies,  than  that 
the  other  four  held  their  meetings 
in  his  birth,  and  that  it  was  the 
place  they  fwore  all  fuch  people  a$ 
they  could,  through  ignorance  or 
otherwife,  prevail  on  to  take  an 
oath  to  affift  their  views  in  petition¬ 
ing  for  peace,  which  could  not  be 
brought  about,  they  laid,  without 
the  difmiftal  of  his  majefty’s  mini- 
fters,  and  which,  they  added,  they 
had  determined  to  effedt.  Callo¬ 
way,  who  feems  to  be  the  raoft 
hardened  fellow  among  them,  ob- 
ferved  to  one  of  the  people  to  whom 
he  adminiftered  the  oath  of  being 
true  to  each  other,  to  obtain  by  all 
poftible  means  peace  and  liberty, 
that  he  was  an  .old  man,  and  that 
his  life  could  not  be  of  much  con- 
fequence  ;  however,  he  would  free¬ 
ly  facrifice  it,  fee  his  heart’s  blood 
flow,  and  drink  it  afterwards,  foon^ 
er  than  relinquish  the  objedt  of  forc¬ 
ing  the.minifter  out  of  place,  and 
having  an  immediate  peace.  All 
the  evidences  in  this  day’s  proceed¬ 
ings  were  refpecfably  looking  men, 
and  gave  their  teftimony  in  a  man¬ 
ner  perfectly  clear. 

Ponfmouth ,  June  21.  At  nine  this 
morning  the  court-martial  re-aflem- 
bled,  and  proceeded  on  the  trial  of 
the  fix  mutineers  belonging  to  the 
Pompee.  AJ1  the  evidences,  to  the 
pumber  of  17,  on  the  part  of  the 
profecution,  went  ftrongly  this  day 
to. condemn  the  prifoners  Gutherie, 
Calloway,  Aftftey,  and  Johnfon  ; 
pnd  fome  circumftances  tended  to 
fp§be  Davies  an4  Braham  more  com 
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nedled  with  this  bufinefs  than  wh,at 
appeared  yefterday.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  evidences  called  and  ques¬ 
tioned,  it  appeared  that  thefe  difaD 
fedled  men  were  not  able  to  get  a 
real  feaman  to  fign  their  paper,  or 
to  take  the  oath  tendered  to  them. 
Such  men  as  took  the  oath  did  it 
through  impreffions  of  fear,  and. 
were  the  illiterate  part  of  the  crew, 
moft  of  whom  could  not  write  their 
names,  or  underhand  what  they  had 
lworn  to.  It  is  but  juftice  to  the 
well-affefted  part  of  the  fhip’s  com¬ 
pany,  to  fay,  that  no  praife  can 
equal  the  propriety  of  their  con¬ 
duct,  in  expofing  the  proceedings 
of  the  fix  prifoners,  and  fome  others, 
who,  from  what  has  come  out  in 
evidence  this  day,  will  be  brought 
to  trial.  The  condpct  of  ferjeant 
Sweet,  of  the  marines,  was  particu¬ 
larly  commendable.  The  evidence 
on  the  part  of  the  crown  clofed  at 
four  o’clock.  Several  papers,  very 
effential  to  clear  up  this  black  and 
myfterious  bufinefs,  have  been  de- 
ftroyed  ;  the  only  thing  found  was 
among  Johnfon’s  clothes,  which 
was  a  form  of  an  oath,  as  follows  : 

“  I - do  fw ear  to  Hand  true  till 

death,  in  promoting  the  caufe  of 
liberty  with  equity,  while  a  pro- 
fp.eft  of  obtaining  it  remains.”  Here 
the  paper  was  torn,  which  ftiows 
there  was  fomething  more  to  fol¬ 
low.  The  trial  was  both  days  fo 
numeroufly  attended  from  the  ftiips 
and  the  fliore,  that  props  were 
obliged  to  be  put  under  the  beams 
of  the  Royal  William,  to  fupport 
the  immenfe  number  of  people  who 
flocked  on  board. 

P  or  tf mouth ,  June  23.  The  court- 
martial  ended  this  evening  at  half- 
paft  fix.  By  the  fentence  of  the 
court,  Calloway,  Gutherie,  Johrt- 
fon,  and  Alhley,  are  to  fuffer  death ; 
but  the  two  former  are  recom¬ 
mended  for  mercy.  A  fifth  muti- 
jG  3)  peer 
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peer  is  t©  be  imprifoned  twelve 
months ;  and  the  fixth  acquitted. 
This  fentence  has  fince  been  con¬ 
firmed  ;  and  Johnjfon  and  Afhley 
were  executed  on  the  23th. 

24.  Came  on,  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  Wfeftminfter,  before 
lord  Kenyon  and  a  fpecial  jury,  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Williams,  for  publifh- 
ing  the  firft  and  fecond  parts  of 
Paine’s  Age  of  Reafon. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  as  counfel  for  the 
profecution,  began  a  long  and  com- 
preheqjive  fpeech  by  dating  that, 
not  having  the  honour  to  be  fworn 
as  counfel  for  the  king,  it  had  much 
oftener  fallen  to  his  lot  1 6  defend 
indictments  for  libels  than  to  a  flirt 
in  the  profecution  of  them  ;  that 
neverihelels  he  .  felt  no  embarafl- 
rnent  from  the  recoHeCbion  of  his 
former  and  frequent  duties;  the 
principles  which  he  had  always 
laid  down  in  defending  others,  he 
fhould  rigidly  adhere  to  in  the  pro¬ 
fecution  of  this  defendant.  The 
liberty  of  the  prefs  was  of  the  high- 
eft  importance  to  mankind.  Its 
liberal  and  unlicenfed  freedom  had 
led  to  all  the  bleflings  both  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  government  which  Gr  eat- 
Britain  enjoyed ;  and  indeed  a  free 
prefs  never  could  exift  anywhere 
without  (fubjeCt  to  the  laborious 
procefs  of  ail  human  improve¬ 
ments)  bringing  the  world  to  a 
higher  pitch  of  civilization  and  hap- 
pinefs. 

Mr.  Erfkine  then  defined  the 
principles  and  limits  of  the  prefs, 
both  as  they  depended  upon  found 
policy,  and  upon  the  particular  law 
of  England,  and  cited  fev^ral  au¬ 
thorities  to'  eftablifh,  that,  though 
controverfial  points  of  divinity 
might  be  the  legal  fubjeCt  of  dif- 
euftion,  and  though  even  profound 
and  complicated  reafonings,  which 
in  their  conclufions  might  touch 
juany  of  the  tenets  of  the  Chrirtian 


church,  were  admiffible,  yet  that 
the  utter  denial  of  the  exiftence  of 
Chriftianity,  much  more  a  grofsly 
indecent  inveCtive  upon  the  whole 
of  its  doftrines,  and  a  mockery  of 
all  its  evidences,  had  ever  been  held 
to  be  a  high  mifdemeanor,  and 
punifhed  as  a  difgraceful,  infamous 
offence. 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that,  though 
the  law,  as  he  had  ftated  it,  and 
which  was  fettled  beyond  all  quyf- 
tion,  was  enough  to  bind  the  con¬ 
fidences  of  the  jury,  yet  upon  a 
ffibjeCl  fo  momentous  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  ex¬ 
plain  its  principles,  that  the  people 
might  feel  that  inftead  of  being  un~ 
juftly  bridled  by  its  reftraints,  and 
kept  in  ignorance  by  its  prohibi¬ 
tions,  the  weak  and  Ample  were 
protected  againft  the  artifices  of 
wicked nefs,  whilft  all  that  reafon 
could  colleCt  for  fincere  and  en¬ 
lightened  reflection  was  left  open 
for  meditation  and  controversy. 
This  talk  Mr.  Erikine  went  through 
at  fome  length,  taking  at  the  fame 
time  the  higheft  poflible  grounds  in 
fupport  of  the  rights  of  juries,  and 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

[He  next  proceeded  to  comment 
upon  each  of  the  paffages  feleCted 
by  the  indictment,  and  expofed. 
their  dangerous  tendency,  as  well 
as  their  utter  repugnancy  to  every 
licence  of  printers  which  the  lav/ 
could  poflibiy  tolerate.] 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that  for  hi.m- 
fielfi  he  was  devoted  to  the  truths  of 
the  Chrjftian  religion,  hot  from  the 
prejudices  of  education,  though  he 
had  been  religioufly  educated  by 
the  beft  of  parents,  but  from  the  re¬ 
flexion  of  his  riper  years  and  un- 
derffanding ;  that  it  was  the.  great 
confolation  of  his  life  ;  that  without 
it  he  fhould  confider  the  long  courfe 
of  his  health  and  profperity,  too  long 
and  too  uninterrupted  to  be  per- 

•  '  haps 
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haps  good  for  any  man,  as  the  dull 
which  the  wind  Scatters,  and  rather 
as  a  fnare  than  as  a  bleffing.  He 
laid  that  the  religions  and  moral 
fenfe  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
was  the  great  anchor  which  alone 
con  Id  hold  the  velfel  of  the  (late 
amidb  the  florins  that  agitated  t lie 
world  ;  and  that  if  he  could  believe 
for  a  moment  that  the  mafs  of  the 
people  were  to  be  debauched  from 
the  principles  of  religion,  which 
formed  the  true  bafis  of  that  huma¬ 
nity,  charity,  and  benevolence  that 
had  been  fo  long  the  national  cha- 
rafter  flic  ;  inhead  of  mixing  him- 
felf,  as  he  fometimes  had  done,  in 
political  reformations,  he  would  ra¬ 
ther  retire  to  the  uttermoft  corners 
of  the  earth  to  avoid  their  agita¬ 
tion,  and  would  bear  not  only  the 
imperfections  and  abufes  complain¬ 
ed  of  in  our  own  wife  eftabiifhment, 
but  even  the  wot  ft  government 
that  ever  exifted  in  the  world,  ra¬ 
ther  than  go  to  the  work  of  refor¬ 
mation,  with  a  multitude  fet  free 
from  all  the  reftraints  and  duties, 
and  difrobed  or  all  the  charities  of 
Chrihianity,  who  had  no  fenfe  of 
God’s  exiflcnce  but  from  Mr. 
Paine's  obfervation  of  nature,  which 
the  mafs  of  mankind  had  no  lei  - 
fure  to  contemplate,  nor  any  belief 
of  future  rewards  and  punifhments 
to  animate  the  good  in  the  glorious 
purfuit  of  human  happinefs,  nor  to 
deter  the  wicked  from  deftroying  it 
even  in  its  birth.  But  he  knew  the 
people  of  England  better  —  they 
were  a  religious  people ;  and  with 
the  bleffing  of  God,  as  far  as  was  in 
his  power,  he  would  lend  his  aid  to 
keep  them  fo.  He  had  no  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  freed  and  mod  extend¬ 
ed  difcuffions  upon  doCtrinal  points 
of  the  Chridian  religion  •  and  though 
the  law  of  England  did  not  permit 
it,  he  fliould  not  dread  the  reafoned 
arguments  of  deids  againd  the  ex- 


idence  of  Chridianity  itfelf,  becaufe, 
as  was  faid  bv  its  divine  author,  if 
it  was  of  God  it  vvouid  dand.  An 
intellectual  book,  however  erro¬ 
neous,  addreded  to  the  intellectual 
world,  upon  fo  profound  and  com¬ 
plicated  a  fubjeCt,  could  never  work 
the  mifchief  which  this  indictment 
was  calculated  to  reprefs.  Such 
works  would  only  employ  the 
minds  of  men  enlightened  by  dndy 
to  a  deeper  invedigation  of  a  fub¬ 
jeCt  well  worthy  of  their  deeped 
and  continued  contemplation.  The 
powers  of  the  human  mind  were 
given  for  human  improvement  and 
refinement  in  the  awful  and  myde- 
rious  career  of  human  exidence. 
The  changes  produced  by  fuch  re¬ 
ciprocations  of  lights  and  intelli¬ 
gences  were  certain  in  their  pro- 
greffion,  and  made  their  way  im¬ 
perceptibly,  as  conviction  came  up¬ 
on  the  world  by  the  final  and  irre- 
fidible  power  of  truth.  If  Chrif- 
tianity  be  founded  in  falfehood,  let 
us  become  deids  in  this  manner, 
and  he  was  contented.  But  this 
book  had  no  fuch  objeCt,  and  no 
fuch  capacity.  It  presented  no  ar¬ 
gument  to  the  wife  and  enlighten- 
ed.  O11  the  contrary,  it  treated  the 
faith  and  opinions  of  the  wifed 
with  the  mod  (hocking  contempt, 
and  birred  up  men  without  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  learning  to  a  total  and 
abfolute  dhbelief  of  every  thing  hi¬ 
therto  held  facred,  and  confequent-f 
lv  to  a  rejection  of  all  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  date,  which  bood 
only  upon  the  affiumption  of  their 
truth.  If  this  were  to  be  permitted, 
how,  in  God’s  name,  was  the  judice 
of  the  country  to  be  adminiftered  ? 
Why  fhould  he  fubmit  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  court,  or  addrefs 
twelve  of  his  equals,  as  he  was  then 
addreffing  the  jury,  to  pafs  fentence 
upon  their  neighbour  ?  Under  what 
fanCtions,  he  ailced,  were  the  wit- 
(G  4)  neffies 
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pefles  to  give  their  teftimony  ?  and 
he  might  even  afk  the  king  himfelf 
by  what  authority  he  could  com¬ 
mand  the  execution  of  thefentence. 
The  whole  judicial  fabric  was  bqilt 
upon  the  folemn  oaths  of  every 
one  of  its  members  to  aaminifter 
juftice,  as  God  fhould  help  them 
hereafter.  What  God  ?  that  God 
undoubtedly,  who  had  commanded 
3dngs  to  rule,  and  judges  to  judge 
in  juftice  ;  who  had  forbidden  men 
from  falfe  teftimony  againft  their 
neighbours,  and  who  had  enforced 
thefe  commandments  by  the  reve¬ 
lations  of  the  unutterable  bleffings 
which  fhould  attend  their  obferv- 
ance,  and  the  awful  punifhments 
which  fit ould  await  their  tranfgref- 
flons. 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that  the  book 
appeared  to  him  to  be  as  cruel  and 
milchievous  in  its  effects,  as  it  was 
illegal  in  its  principles.  The  poor, 
whom  it  affedted  to  pity,  were 
ftabbed  to  the  heart  by  it;  they 
had  more  need  of  confolations  be¬ 
yond  the  grave,  than  thofe  who  had 
greater  comforts  to  render  life  de¬ 
lightful.  He  could  conceive  an 
humble,  .innocent,  and  virtuous 
man,  furrounded  with  children, 
looking  up  to  him  for  bread  which 
he  had  not  to  give  them,  finking 
under  the  laft  day’s  labour,  and  un¬ 
equal  to  the  next,  vet  ftill  looking 
up  with  confidence  to  the  hour 
when  all  tears  fhould  be  wiped  from 
the  eyes  of  affliction,  and  bearing 
the  burthen  which  lie  believed  his 
creator  had  laid  upon  him  for  good 
in  the  myfterious  difpenfations  of  a 
providence  which  he  adored.  What 
a  change  in  luch  a  mind  might  not 
be  wrought  by  this  merciiefs  pub¬ 
lication  ! 

But  it  feems  this  was  an  age  of 
reafon,  and  the  time  and  the  pcrfon 
were  arrived  that  were  to  diffipate 
the  errors  which  had  overfpread 
the  paft  generation  of  ignorance. 


The  believers  in  Chriftianity  were 
many  ;  but  it  belonged  to  the  few 
that  were  wife  to  corredt  their  cre*» 
dulity.  Belief  was  an  adt  of  reafon ; 
and  fuperior  reafon  might  therefore 
didtate  to  the  weak.  In  running 
the  mind  along  the  long  lift  of  finr 
cere  and  devout  Chriftians,  he  could 
not  help  lamenting  that  Newton, 
had  not  lived  to  this  day,  to  have 
had  his  fli allow nefs  filled  up  with 
this  ne^vV  flood  of  light.  But  the 
fubjedt  was  too  awful  for  irony  ; 
he  would  fpeak  plainly  and  fliredt- 
lv': — Newton  was  a  Chriftian  : 
Newton,  whofe  mind  had  burft 
from  the  fetters  caft  by  nature  upon 
our  finite  conceptions;  Newton, 
whofe  fcience  was  truth,  and  the 
foundation  of  whofe  knowledge  of 
it  was  philofophy — not  thofe  vifio- 
nary  and  arrogant  prefumptions 
Which  too  pften  ufurped  its  name, 
but  philofophy  refting  upon  the 
bails  of  mathematics,  which,  like 
figures,  could  not  lie;  Newton, 
who  carried  the  line  and  rule  to  the 
uttermoft  barriers  of  creation,  and 
explored  the  principles  by  which, 
no  doubt,  all  created  matter  was 
held  together  and  exifts,  But  this 
extraordinary  man,  in  the  mighty 
reach  of  his  mind,  overlooked  per¬ 
haps  the  errors  which  a  minuter  in- 
veftigation  of  the  created  things  oi^ 
this  earth  might  have  taught  him 
of  the  efience  of  his  creator.  What 
fhould  then  be  faid  of  the  great 
Mr.  Boyle,  who  looked  into  the 
organic  ftrudhireof  ail  matter,  even 
to  the  brute,  inanimate  fubflance 
which  the  foot  treads  on  ?  Such 
man  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  equal¬ 
ly  qualified  with  Mr.  Paine  to  looly 
up  through  nature  to  nature’s  God. 
But  the  refult  of  all  his  contempla¬ 
tion  was  the  molt  confirmed  and 
devout  belief  in  all  which  the  othef. 
holds  in  contempt,  as  defpicable 
and  drivelling  fuperftition*  , 

But  this  error  might  perhaps 

arife 
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arife  from  a  want  of  due  attention 
to  the  foundations  of  human  judg¬ 
ment,  and  the  ftruCfcure  of  that  un- 
derftanding  which  God  has  given 
us  for  the  inveftigatipn  of  truth. 
Let  that  queftion  be  anfwered  by 
Mr.  Locke,  who  was,  t q  the  higheft 
pitch' of  devotion  and  adoration,  a 
Chriftian.— Mr.  Locke,  whofe  of¬ 
fice  was  to  deteCt  the  errors  of 
thinking  by  going  up  to  the  foun¬ 
tains  of  thought,  and  to  direCt  into 
the  proper  track  of  reafoning  the 
devious  mind  of  man,  by  Blowing 
him  its  whole  procefs,  from  thefirft 
perceptions  of  fenfe  to  the  laft  con- 
clufions  of  ratiocination,  putting  a 
rein  befides  upon  falfe  opinion  by 
pradtical  rules  for  the  conduCt  of 
human  judgment. 

But  thefe  men  were  only  deep 
thinkers,  and  lived  in  their  clofets, 
unaccuftomed  fo  the  traffic  of  the 
world,  and  to  the  laws  which  prac¬ 
tically  regulate. mankind. 

Gentlemen,  in  the  place  where 
we  now  fit  to  adminifter  the  juftice 
of  this  great  country'  above  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago  the  never  to  be  forgotten 
fir  Matthew  Hale  prefided,  whofe 
faith  in  Chriftianity  is  an  exalted 
commentary  upon  its  truth  and 
reafon,  and  whofe  life  was  a  glo¬ 
rious  example  of  its  fvveets,  admi- 
niftering  human  juftice  with  a  wif- 
dom  and  purity,  drawn  from  the 
pure  fountain  of  the  Chriftian  dif- 
penfation,  which  has  been,  and  will 
be  in  all  ages,  a  fubjedt  of  the  high? 
pft  reverence  and  admiration. 

But  it  is  faid  by  the  author,  that 
the  Chriftian  fable  is  but  'the  tale 
of  the  more  ancient  fu perditions  of 
the  world,  and  may  be  eafilv  de¬ 
tected  by  a  proper  underftanding 
of  the  mythologies  of  the  heathens. 
Hid  Milton  underftand  thofe  my¬ 
thologies  ?  Was  he  lefs  verfed  than 
Mr.  Paine  in  the  fu perditions  of 
fhg  world  ?  No,  they  were  the  fub- 
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jeCt  of  his  immortal  fong  — .and 
though  fhut  out  from  all  recurrence 
to  them,  he  poured  them  forth  from 
the  ftores  of  a  memory  rich  with  all 
that  men  ever  knew,  and  laid  them 
in  their  order  as  the  iiiuftration  of 
that  real  and  exalted  faith,  the  un- 
queftionable  fource  of  that  fervid 
genius,  which  caft  a  fort  of  fhade 
upon  all  the  other  works  of  man—* 

He  paiTed  the  bounds  of  flaming  fpace 
Where  angels  tremble  while  they  gaze: 

He  law,  till,  blafted  with  excels  of  light, 
He  elofed  his  eyes  in  endlefs  night. 

But  it  was  the  light  of  the  body 
only  that  was  extinguifhed  ;  «  The 
celeftial  light  fhone  inward,  and 
enabled  him  to  vindicate  the  ways 
of  God  to  man.”  The  refult  of  his 
thinking  was  neverthelefs  not  the 
fame  as  the  author’s.  The  my  fie¬ 
ri  011  s  incarnation  of  our  blefied  Sa¬ 
viour,  which  this  work  blafphemed 
in  words  fo  wholly  unfit  for  the 
mouth  of  a  Chriftian,  or  for  the  ear 
of  a  court  of  juftice,  that  he  durft 
not,  and  would  not,  give  them  ut¬ 
terance,  Milton  made  the  grand 
conclulion  of  the  Paradife  Loft, 
the  reft  from  his  finifhed  labours, 
and  the  ultimate  hope,  expectation, 
and  glory  of  the  world— 

A  virgin  is  his  mother, 

But  his  fire  the  power  of  the  Moft  High. 
He  fhall  afccnd  the  throne  hereditary, 
And  bound  his  reign  with  Earth’s  wide 
bounds,  s 

His  glory  with  the  Heavens. 

Mr.  Kyd  made  a  long  and  able 
defence  for  his  client.  Pie  dated 
the  embarraflment  which  the  fub-. 
jeCt  prefented,  but  reminded  the 
court  and  jury  of  the  freedom  of 
difcuffion  which  the  indictment 
juftined  and  compelled.  He  ex¬ 
plained  the  etymologies  of  blafphe- 
my,  profanenefs,  and  impiety, 
which  the  indictment  charged  on 

the 
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the  defendant,  and  which  the  crown 
were  bound  to  eftablifh  as  exifting 
in  the  book.  He  read  pafiages  to 
ihow  the  author’s  reverence  for  the 
Supreme  Being,  and  the  arguments 
lor  his  unity  ;  and  fliowed,  that,  in 
denying  the  exigence  of  revelation, 
he  did  not  mean  to  di (honour  God, 
as  he  (bowed  that  the  law  of  nature 
was  a  revelation  fet  up  in  every 
man’s  heart,  and  the  creation  a 
volume  where  he  might  colled  his 
duties.  He  endeavoured  to  vindi¬ 
cate  the  charges  made  upon  the  Bi¬ 
ble  by  the  author,  by  paftages  which 
he  pro  poked  to  feled  for  that  pur- 
jjofe,  but  which,,  at  the  defire  of  the 
court  and  jury,  he  did  not  read,  but 
referred  to  the  pages,  and  named 
the  tranfadions  in  the  hiftorians  of 
the  Old  Teftament,  as  indecent  and 
immoral.  He  infixed  upon  the  free 
right  of  controverfy,  and  cited  the 
opinions  of  many  great  divines, 
particularly  Dr.  Lardner,  upon  the 
fuibje.d. 

Mr.  Kyd  then  fpoke  with  fevere 
rep  re  he  ft  lion  of  the  profecution,  as 
the  publication  for  which  the  print¬ 
er  was  indided  would  never  have 
cxifted  but  for  bid) op  Watfon’s 
Apology,  the  large  circulation  of 
which  had  excited  a  curiofity  to 
read  the  book  to  which  it  was  an 
anfwer,  and  that  to  gratify  public 
curiofity  the  book  in  queftion  was 
publifhed.  Mr.  Kyd  faid,  that 
without  a  free  prefs  we  could  have 
had  no  reformation  ;  and  it  appeal¬ 
ed  difficult  to  diftinguifh  an  attack 
upon  that  which  formed  the  parti¬ 
cular  eftablifh ment  of  the  national 
church,  and  that  entire  religion  on 
which  it  was  founded.  If  the  au¬ 
thor,  bona  fide>  wrote  as  he  believed 
on  the  fubjed,  both  appeared  to  be 
legal  or  illegal;  upon  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple,  if  either  were  illegal,  both 
muft  be  fo,  yet  the  legality  of  con¬ 
troversy  had  been  admitted  in  all 


the  cafes  in  the  books.- — Mr.  Kyd 
made  many  other  obfervatjons. 

Mr.  Erfkine  replied  at  confidera- 
ble  length;  and  taking  for  exam¬ 
ples' feveral  of  the  pallages  in  the 
Bible  feleded  by  Mr. 'Kyd,  ex¬ 
plained  the  reafon  of  their  intro- 
dudion  into  Scripture.  He  faid  the 
hiftory  of  man  was  a  hiftory  of 
man’s  Vices  and  pafftons.  His  vi¬ 
ces  and  paflions  could  not  be  re¬ 
buked  without  .adverting  to  their 
exigence;  and  many  of  the  in¬ 
fra  nces  feleded  were  recorded  as 
memorable  warnings  and  examples 
to  mankind  for  their  inftrudion. 
The  Jewifh  hiftory  was,  befides,  in 
many  parts,  conneded  with  that 
ftupendous  fcheme  of  prophecy 
which  formed  one  of  the  moft  un- 
anfwerable  arguments  for  the  truths 
of  Chriftianity.  It  was  not  the  pur- 
pofe  of  God  to  deftroy  free  agency 
by  overpowering  the  human  mind 
with  the  irrefiftihle  light  and  con- 
vidioti  of  revelation,  but  to  leave 
men  to  colled  its  truths,  as  they 
were  gradually  illuftrated  in  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  the  divine  promi- 
fes  of  the  gofpel.  He  declared, 
that  bred  ns  he  was  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  evidence,  he  confidered, 
the  prophecy  concerning  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  Jewifh  nation  to  be, 
even  if  there  were  nothing  elfe  to, 
fupport  Chriftianity,  abfolutely  ir- 
refiftible,  1  he  Jews  themfelves  did 
not  deny  the  exiften.ee  of  the  pro 
phecies ;  and  their  very  hiftory  was 
not  accountable  for  on  any  human, 
principle.  Their  reparation  into 
tribes  to  preferve  the  genealogy  of 
Chrift  ;  the  diftindion  of  the  tribe: 
of  Judah  from  which  he  was  to 
come ;  the  fall  of  that  diftindion, 
when  that  end  was  accomplifhed ; 
the  predided  departure  of  the  feep- 
tre  from  Ifrael  ;  the  deftrudion  of 
the  temple  which  imperial  munifi¬ 
cence  in  vain  attempted  to  rebuild 
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to  difgrace  the  prophecy  ;  the  feat¬ 
hering  of  this  nation  over  the  face  of 
the  whole  earth;  the  fpreading  of 
the  gofpel  throughout  the  world  ; 
the  perfecutions  of  its  true  mini- 
ffers,  and  the  foretold  fuperilitions 
which  had  for  ages  defiled  its  wor- 
fliip,  were  fadls  which  no  rpan 
could  by  argument  do  away,  and 
which  certainly  no  Chrifiian  fiate 
ought  to  tolerate  a  man  in  the  im¬ 
pudent  mockery  of,  without  any 
argument  at  all. 

Mr.  Erfkine  fpoke  with  the  high- 
eft  refpect  of  bifiiop  Watfon,  and 
alfo  of  Mr.  Mackintofii,  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  vindication  of  the 
learned  and  pious  authors  of  the 
profecution,  who  were  entitled  to 
the  public  gratitude  for  their  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  ca ufe  of  religion  and 
virtue. 

Lord  Kenyon  made  a  moil  able 
charge  to  the  jury.  He  ratified  the 
doctrines  as  laid  down  by  the  coun- 
fel  for  the  profecution,  the  proprie¬ 
ty  of  which  he  vindicated  and  ap¬ 
plauded.  He  expreffed  his  own 
firm  convidlion  of  the  truths  of 
Chriftianity  in  a  very  folemn  and 
affecffing  manner,  and  having  ex¬ 
pounded  the  law  to  the  jury,  left 
the  whole  to  their  ferious  and  im¬ 
partial  confideration.—  The  jury  in¬ 
stantly  found  the  defendant  Guilty. 

The  Zoee,  a  French  privateer 
fhip,  copper-bottomed,  mounting 
20  guns,  four  of  which  Hi e  had 
thrown  overboard  in  chafe,  and 
120  men,  was  taken  on  the  nth 
inftant  by  the  Phaeton,  part  of  the 
.detachment  of  the  weftern  fqua  • 
dron,  pnder  captain  Payne  of  the 

Impetueux. 

25.  On  Saturday  laft  came  on  the 
eledtion  of  fheriffs,  chamberlain, 
and  other  officers  for  the  city  of 
London.  Alderman  fir  William 

Herne,  knight,  and - Williams, 

were  put  in  nomination  on  the  one 
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fide,  and  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  and 
Mr.  Waddington  on  the  other.  Ma¬ 
ny  of  the  belt  friends  of  liberty 
thought  a  peer  of  the  realm  ineligi¬ 
ble  to  the  popular  office  of  fheriff, 
or  at  leaf!  that  the  duties  of  the  two 
ffations  were  incompatible.  The 
fenfe  of  the  hall  was  therefore 
clearly  in  favour  of  the  two  former, 
and  they  were  declared  duly  elected. 
The  chamberlain  was  of  courfe  re¬ 
el  edfed. 

27.  This  gazette  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  L’Efpe- 
rance,  a  large  French  row-boat, 
belonging  to  Calais,  58  feet  long, 
armed  with  10  fwivels,  mulkets,  &c. 
manned  with  32  men,  and  rowing 
30  oars,  two  days  from  Dieppe,  and 
had  not  taken  any  thing,  by  his  ma- 
jelfy’s  (loop  Harpy;- — and,  alfo, 
after  a  chafe  of  ten  hours,  of  the 
Brutal,  a  Dutch  lugger  privateer,  of 
6  guns,  apd  27  men,  who  were 
cruifing  in  company  for  the  home¬ 
ward-bound  Baltic  convoy,  by  the 
Nautilus; — -alfo  of  L’Audacieux, 
French  lugger  privateer,  M. Jacques 
de  Bon  commander,  mounting  one 
18  pounder,  and  two  fwivels,  and 
46  men,  by  the  Diligent,  cuffom- 
houfe  cutter; — -alfo,  of  L'Efpoir 
French  privateer,  commanded  by 
Pierre Frangois  Codderin,  mounting 
2  fwivels,  15  men,  and  well  fup- 
plied  with  fmallarms,  by  the  Viper 
excife  cutter. 

30.  Lord  Malmelbury  this  day 
again  fet  off  on  the  important  office 
of  negotiator  of  the  expe&ed  peace 
with  France. 

/  JULY. 

From  the  London  Gazette,  July  1. 

Downing-Jlreet ,  July  1. 

The  king  having  been  pleafed  to 
appoint  the  right  honourable  lord 
Malmelbury,  knight  of  the  bath,  to 
be  his  majefty’s  plenipotentiary  for 

negotiating 


PRINCIPAL 


negotiating  and  concluding  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  French  republic  duly  autho- 
rifed  for  that  purpofe,  his  lordfhip 
let  out  yefterday  for  Lifle,  where 
the  negotiations  are  to  forthwith 
opened. 

Hismajefly  has  alfo  been  pleafed 
to  appoint  the  honourable  Henry 
Wefley  tp  be  fecretary  to  the  above 
million. 

Admiralty  Office,  July  i. 
Lxtracft:  of  a  Letter  from  Earl  St. 
Vincent  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  on  Board  the  Yi-lle  de  Paris., 
off  Cadiz,  May  17. 

I  inclofe  a  report  from  iieutPen- 
gelley,  commanding  his  majefty’s 
cutter  the  Viper,  relating  his  cap¬ 
ture  of  a  Spanifh  privateer. 

Viper,  Gibraltar  Bay ,  dpril  30. 

SIR, 

Having  received  orders  from  capr 
fain  Bowen  (of  his  majefty's  fir i p 
Terpfichore)  to  proceed  with  his 
majefty’s  cutter  under  my  command 
to  Algiers;  upon  my  return  to  Gib¬ 
raltar,  on  the  13th  nit.  being  about 
feven  leagues  N.  W.  of  Alboran,  I 
fell  in  with  and  gave  chafe  to  a  brig 

-  O  /  O 

in  the  N.  W.  quarter ;  at  one  P.  M. 
I  fired  a  gun,  when  file  hoifted  Spa¬ 
in  fin  colours,  and  fired  a  gun  fhot- 
ted,  hove  to,  and  gave  us  a  broad- 
fid  e.  At  half-pall  one  we  came 
alongfide  of  her,  and  brought  her 
to  action,  which  continued  till  ten 
minutes  paft  three,  when  (lie  hauled 
down  her  colours.  During  the  ac¬ 
tion  file  attempted  feverai  times  to 
fet  us  on  fire,  by  endeavouring  to 
throw  on  board  us  flalks  filled  with 
powder  and  fulphur.  She  is  called 
the  Piteous  Virgin  Maria,  mounting 
10  carnage-guns,  4  fix-pounders, 
and  6  four-pounders,  with  8  fwi- 
vels  ;  had  on  board,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  afition,  42  men, 
and  had  been  from  Malaga  6  days. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I 
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loft  no  men  during  the  action ;  the 
enemy  had  one  killed,  and  feven 
wounded  dangefoufly,  one  of  which 
is  fince  dead.  The  cutter  received 
40  ftiot  in  the  main-fail,  and  her 
rigging  was  very  much  damaged 
and  cut  to  pieces  5  a  four-pound 
ftiot  is  lodged  in  her  lower-maft. 
In  juftice  to  the.  officers  and  men, 
I  beg  leave  tp  obferve,  that  they 
refpefilively  did  their  duty  to  my 
entire  latisfadliop. 

I  hav,e  the  honour  to  be.  See. 
j~  J.  Pengexley, 

This  gazette  contains  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  a  fine  Spanifh 
privateer  brig,  named  San  prancifco, 
alias  Los  Amigos,  pierced  for  14 
guns,  and  53  men,  by  the  Santa 
Margarita  alfo,  of  a  French  lug7 
ger  privateer,  called  the  Succes,  of 
6  guns,  and  42  men,  by  the  Tele-  . 
machus  cutter  ; — alfo,  of  a  Spanifh 
brig  corvette,  called  the  Noftj-a  Se- 
nora  del  Rofario,  of  20  guns,  anc| 
100  men,  by  the  Romulus  and  Ma- 
honefa ; — and,  alfo,  a  French  lug¬ 
ger  privateer,  named  die  Poiffon 
Volant,  mounting  14  guns,  and  50 
men,  bv  the  Trent. 

3.  Arnoft  melancholy  cirpumftance 
happened  about  twelve  o’clock  at 
the  admiralty.  Captain  John  Eaton, 
who  had  been  appointed  by  lord 
Bridport,  aefting  captain  of  the 
Marlborough,  of  74  guns,  having 
arrived  in  town  on  the  preceding 
day  with  an  account  of  that  flftp 
having  returned  to  port  rather  in  a 
mutinous  ftate,  attended  at  the  ad?  ‘ 
miralty,  about  ten  o’clock, 'and  fent 
up  his  name  to  earl  Spencer  The 
meffenger  brought  down  word  that 
his  lordfliip  could  not  be  fpokem 
with  until  twelve  o’clock.  Capt. 
Eaton  waited  in  the  lieutenants’ 
room  till  near  that  hour,  and  feverai 
perfons  paffed  in  and  out  without 
obferving'  any  thing  particular  in 
his  conduct.  Captain  Oughton  was 
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the  only  perfon  in  the  room,  and 
was  looking  out  of  the  window 
When,  hearing  Lome  noife,  he 
turned  round,  and  faw  captain 
Eaton  had  ftabbed  himfelf  in  the 
belly  with  a  kind  of  dirk,  and 
Was  making  further  attempts  to  de- 
ftroy  himfelf.  Ele  immediately 
called  for  affiftance,  but  before  any 
could  reach  him,  captain  Eaton 
had  dabbed  himfelf  in  the  fide  and 
in  the  neck,  but  the  fir'd  wound 
was  mortal,  as  part  of  the  entrails 
had  burft  out.— During  the  agonies 
of  death,  feveral  loofe  expreffions 
efcaped  the  filicide.  He  cried  out, 
‘  Juftice^  lord  Spencer,  judicel’ — 

*  I  have  done  my  duty  !’ - — 

*  D - n  to  all  traitors!’  and  then 

mentioned  the  names  of  two  offi¬ 
cers.  -  A  medical  gentleman  was 
called  in,  but  the  unfortunate  offi¬ 
cer  died  in  about  2a  minutes. — 
Next  day,  an  inqueft  was  taken 
at  the  admiralty  on  the  body  of 
captain  Eaton,  when  a  verdi<ft  was 
returned  of  lunacy ;  and  the  body 
was  ordered  to  be  interred. 

4.  The  lottery  for  the  fervice  of 
the  current  year  was  contracted  for. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  the 
bidders,  viz.  £.  s.  d. 

Ayton,  and  Co.  -  -  12  18  6 
Eieazor  Philip  Salomons  12  15  6 

Hazard,  and  Co.  for j 

lottery  office-keep- i  12  13  11 

ers  -  j 

Loufada  -  -  ~  -  1212  8 

p&ngerftein  -  -  -  -  12  12  4 

Meffrs.  Ayton,  and  Co.  being 
the  higheft  bidders,  were  the  pur- 
chafers. 

Admiralty  Office ,  July  8.  This 
gazette  contains  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  the  L’Argonaute  French 
ugger  privateer,  mounting  2  brafs 
ix-pounders,  10  fwivels,  and  36 
nen,  by  the  Galatea  ; — alfo,  of  a 
Tench  lugger  privateer,  called  the 
Tiger,  mounting  two  two-pounders, 


four  fwivels,  fmall  arms,  and  28 
men,  bv  the  Repulfe  revenue  cut¬ 
ter; — and  alfo,  after  a  chafe  of 
two  hours,  captured  on  the  fhore, 
near  Clackton,  in  the  Waller,  Les 
Graces,  French  lugger  privateer, 
mounting  one  two-pounder,  and 
two  fwivels  in  carriages,  and  fmall 
arms,  by  the  Viper  cutter. 

From  the  London  Gazette ,  July  ir. 
Admiralty  office,  July  Ii,  1797. 
Extrad  of  a  letter  from  admiral  the 
earl  of  St.  Vincent,  commander 
in  chief  of  his  maj city’s  fhips  and 
vefiels  employed  on  the  coaft  of 
Portugal,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  on  board  the  Ville  de  Parts., 
off  Cadiz,  June  16,  1797. 

SIR, 

I  defire  you  will  acquaint  the 
lords  com miffi oners  of  the  admiral¬ 
ty,  that  lieutenant  Hardy,  in  the 
French  republican  corvette  La  Mu- 
tine,  cut  out  of  the  bay  of  Santa 
Cruz,  by  the  boats  of  his  majefty’s 
fhips  Lively  and  La  Minerve,  has 
this  moment  joined. 

The  gallantry  of  this  a&ion, 
recited  in  the  public  and  private 
letters  of  captains  Hallowel  and 
Cockhurn,  has  prompted  me  to 
take  the  Mutine  into  his  majefty’s 
fervice,  and  to  appoint  lieutenant 
Elardy  to  the  command  of  her.  A 
meafure  io  necefiary  to  encourage  a 
continuance  of  daring  enterprife,  I 
am  confident  will  merit  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  their  lordfbips. 

Lively,  off  S.  W.  end  of  1  'cneriffe^ 
May  31,  1797. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that  on  ftanding  into  the  bay  of 
Santa  Cruz,  in  the  ifland  of  Tene- 
ritfe,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  28th 
in  company  with  La  Minerve,  I 
difcovered  an  armed  brig  lying  in. 
the  road,  which,  on  our  nearer  ap¬ 
proach,  hoifted  French  colours. 
Captain  Cockburir  agreeing  with 

myfelf 
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myfelf  in  opinion  that  (he  might 
be  taken  from  her  anchors,  I  or¬ 
dered  ail  the  boats  of  the  two  ftiips, 
with  a  lieutenant  in  each,  the  next 
night,  to  bring  her  out.  Lieutenant 
Hardy,  of  La  Mi  nerve,  being  the 
fenior  officer,  the  command  fell  on 
him.  At  about  half  path  two  in  the 
afternoon  he  made  a  moll  refolute 
attack,  in  which  he  was  gallantly 
fupported  by  lieutenants  Bland, 
Hopkins,  and  Bufhby,  and  lieute¬ 
nant  Bulkley  of  the  marines  in  the 
Lively’s  boat,  and  lieutenants  Gage 
and  Mali ng  in  La  Minerve’s  boats, 
and  under  a  fmart  fire  of  mufqitet- 
ry  from  the  brig,  boarded  and 
carried  her  almoft  immediately. 
This  gave  an  alarm  to  the  town, 
and  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
rnufquetry  was  opened  from  every 
part  of  the  garrifon,  and  from  a 
large  Hi  ip  lying  in  the  road  imme¬ 
diately,  which  continued  without 
xntermiflion  for  near  an  hour,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  they  were  very 
much  expofed  in  getting  the  brig 
under  weigh,  and  towing  her  out, 
there  being  very  little  wizid  5  and  a 
little  before  four  o’clock,  they  had 
got  out  of  reach  of  the  batteries 
with  La  Mutine  French  national 
corvette,  of  12  fix-pounders  and  2 
thirty-fix-pounder  carronades,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  men, 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  of  whom 
were  on  board  at  the  time,  com¬ 
manded  by  citizen  Xavier  Paurner, 
eapitaiiie  de  fregate.  She  failed  from 
Bred  on  the 8th,forL’I(le  deFrance, 
and  had  put  into  the  bay  of  Santa 
Cruz  three  days  before  (lie  was  cap¬ 
tured,  to  take  in  water.  The  cap¬ 
tain  was  on  ftiore  at  the  time  file 
Fas  cut  out. 

Lieutenant  Hardy  having  com¬ 
manded  the  boats  on  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  I  have  fent  him  in  with  the 
prize,  and  cannot  recommend  him, 
©r  the  officers  or  feamen  employed 


:  I  P  A  L  [July, 

on  that  fervice  with  him,  in  too 
ftrong  terms.  Inclofed  is  a  lift  of 
the  wounded  belonging  to  both 
fiiips. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Benj.  Hallowel, 
Lift  of  the  petty  officers  and  fea¬ 
men  belonging  to  his  majefty’s 
Blip  Lively,  who  were  wounded 
on  the  29‘th  of  May,  in  taking 
La  Mutine  French  national  cor¬ 
vette,  fo  as  to  render  them  inca¬ 
pable  of  doing  their  duty  for  the 
prefent.  p  ■  J 

Mr.  Ralph  Standifti,mafter’s-mate ; 
William  Allen,  quarter.-mafter ; 
Peter  Laurence,  and  Grenville 
Newberry,  feamen. 

Return  of  officers  and  men  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  majefty’s  Minerve, 
wounded  on  the  29th  of  May, 
1797,  taking  the  national  brig 
La  Mutine. 

Lieutenant  Hardy. 

Warrant  officer. — Mr  J.  Coulfon, 
gunner. 

Petty  officers. — Mr.  Bagar,  midfhip- 
man.  Mr.  Carpenter,  ditto,  dan- 
geroufiy.  Matthew  Velley,  gun¬ 
ner’s  mate.  Davis  Lewis,  fecond 
mafter’s  mate.  Robert  Sloperp 
coxfwain. 

Seamen. — -Anthony  Hull,  danger- 
011  fiy. 

Soldiers  of  the  nth  regiment.— - 
James  Dunlap,  corporal.  John 
Muton,  private.  Samuel  Clark, J 
ditto.  Total  ri. 

George  Cocksurn. 
This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  captures  of  the  El 
Principe  de  Paz,  Spanifh  brig  pri¬ 
vateer,  of  20  guns  and  100  men, 
and  his  catholic  majefty’s  packet 
El  Enfante,  by  the  Bofton  ; — and 
alfo,  of  the  Caftor,  French  luggef 
privateer,  pierced  for  14  guns, 
which  (he  threw  over  during  the 
chafe,  and  57  men.  by  the  St.  F10- 
renzo. 

Mro4 
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From  the  London  Gazette ,  July  1 5. 

P  arli  anient -fir  eet ,  July  13,  1797' 

A  difpatch,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  extrabl,  has  been  received 
by  the  right  honourable  Henry 
Dundas,  one  of  his  majedy’s 
principal  fecreraries  of  hate,  from 
lieutenant  colonel  Simcoe,  com¬ 
manding  his  rnajefty’s  troops  in 
the  ifland  of  6t.  Domingo,  dated 
Port  au  Prince,  May  8,  1797. 

In  my  letter  of  the  13th  April  I 
have  done  myfelfthe  honour  of  in¬ 
forming  you,  that  the  army  of  the 
enemy  under  Toudaint,  after  the 
unexpected  evacuation  of  Mireba- 
lais,  had  poffefled  itfelf  of  Grand 
Bois,  while  the  divifion  of  their 
forces  on  the  fide  of  Leogane  con¬ 
tinued  to  fire  with  cannon  againfl 
Grenier. 

The  prefervation  of  thefe  pods 
was  an  objed  of  confiderable  mo¬ 
ment.  Every  method  was  taken, 
in  cafe  of  their  lofs,  to  guard  the 
mountain,  andto  difputethe  ground 
on  which  the  enemy  could  place 
their  howitzers  for  the  deftrudlion 
of  Port  au  Prince,  the  objeCt  which 
was  fuppofed  to  be  in  their  con¬ 
templation*,  but,  as  it  was  evident 
that  the  army  of  ToufTaint  could 
not  be  prevented  from  eroding  the 
plain,  and,  udder  this  impfeffion, 
the  baron  Montalembert  had  ob¬ 
tained  my  permihion  to  evacuate 
the  pod  of  Thomazeau,  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountains  of  Grand  Bois, 
I  determined  to  take  the  guns  in 
the  battery  againd  Grenier,  that,  in 
tafe  the  armies  of  ToufTaint  and 
Leogane  fliould  join,  they  might  be 
totally  without  cannon,  which  could 
dot  be  well  brought  acrofs  the  plain 
of  the  Cul  de  Sac,  and  without 
cannon  the  junCHon  or  feparation 
of  their  armies  was  equally  indiffe¬ 
rent.  Colonel  DefTources  was  there¬ 
fore  placed  at  the  head  of  2000 
troops,  and  fuch  preparatory  ar¬ 


rangements  were  made  as  provided 
for  the  protection  of  L’Arcahaye* 
and  were  well  calcvdated  to  miflead 
the. enemy;  and  fuch  feints  were 
directed  as  might  didraCt  their  at¬ 
tention. 

The  attack  was  intended  to  have 
taken  place  on  the  15th  of  April- 
but  the  wind  did  not  permit  the  ar-* 
rival  of  colonel  DefTources  with 
his  regiment  until  the  26th,  when 
he  marched  early  in  the  morning 
from  Port  au  Prince  to  Tourmier; 
The  enemy,  as  was  their  cuhom, 
placed  fome  troops  in  ambufeade, 
who  were  foon  difperfed,  and  the 
king’s  forces  arrived  at  Tourmier, 
with  little  lofs.  The  enemy  had 
occupied  two  pods  on  the  cred  of 
the  mountain  of  L’Hofpitfe,  on 
each  fide  of  Tolirmief,  and  nearly 
at  two  miles  diftance  from  it,  at 
the  habitations  of  Boutillier  and  St: 
Laurent.  It  was  necedary  to  di£ 
lodge  them  from  thefe  pofitions.. 
Colonel  de  Peyfter  was  therefore 
detached  to  Boutillier,  from  which,, 
with  his  ufual  gallantry  and  good 
conduit,  he  drove  the  enemy. 
The  pod  of  St.  Laurent  was  more 
obdinately  defended  ;  and,  by  the 
unfortunate  lofs  of  major  Pouchet, 
who  was  killed  in  leading  on  the 
Jeremie  troops,  they  were  thrown 
into  confufion  ;  nor  was  the  pod: 
taken  till  a  greater  force,  with  can¬ 
non,  appeared  againd  it. 

The  delay  occafioned  by  the  de¬ 
fence  of  St.  Laurent  induced  colo¬ 
nel  DefTources  to  podpone  the  at¬ 
tack  of  the  battery  till  the  next  day  5 
and  that  intelligent  officer  employed, 
the  remainder  of  the  night  in  mak¬ 
ing  fuch  preparations  as  were  ne- 
celTary  to  alTure  the  fuccefs  of  this 
enterprise. 

The  defence  of  the  Qul  de  Sac 
was  entruded  to  the  baron  Monta- 
lembert,  who  made  a  confiderable 
detachment  to  the  pafs  where  the 

road 
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road  from  Leogane  by  Grenier  eni 
ters  the  plain.  This  detachment 
was  (kilfuily  conduced  by  major 
O’Gorman.  It  attracted  the  notice 
of  confiderable  bodies  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  and,  on  its  return  to  the  Croix 
des  Bouquets  in  the  evening,  was 
attacked  on  all  tides  by  fmall  par¬ 
ties,  who  were  repulfed. 

Toufluint  entered  the  plain  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  and  marched 
to  the  tide  of  the  Croix  des  Bou¬ 
quets,  actuated,  as  it  is  faid,  by 
tome  vague  report  of  that  import¬ 
ant  pod  being  to  be  abandoned  on 
his  firft  appearance.  His  cavalry 
fell  in  with  the  advanced  polls  of 
the  baron  Moqtalembert’s  cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  captain 
comte  Manoux.  That  officer,  col¬ 
lecting  his*'  troops,  immediately 
charged  the  enemv  with  great  vi- 
vacity,  when  they  tied,  and  with¬ 
drew,  with  the  utmofl  expedition, 
to  the  mountain. 

I  n  t  he  mean  tinie  captai  n  Cou  chet, 
of  his  rnajefty’s  Blip  Abergavenny, 
with  fome  armed  veffels,  proceeded 
off  Leogane,  which  place  has  been 
effectually  blockaded  fince  my  arri¬ 
val  at  Port  an  Prince,  and  made 
various  demonftrations  to  draw  the 
enemy’s  attention  to  that  fide.  I 
am  happy  in  this  opportunity  to 
exprefs  how  much  I  am  beholden 
to  the  zeal  and  promptitude  with 
which  captain  Couchet  has  affifled 
me  in  promoting  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vice. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  co¬ 
lonel  Deffources,  having  made  his 
difpotitions,  marched  in  two  co¬ 
lumns,  the  left  to  Grenier,  under 
the  direction  of  colonel  Depeylter, 
in  which  was  the  Sritifh  detach¬ 
ment  commanded  by  major  Clay. 
The  right  column,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  colonel  vicomte  D’Al- 
sune,  defcended  from  St.  Laurent. 

Upon  the  diviflon  of  the  left  ar- 
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riving  in  the  bottom,  which  fepa- 
rated  the  poll  of  Grenier  from  the 
enemy’s  battery,  it  turned  to  the 
right,  and  joined  the  column  that 
had  marched  frofn  St,  Laurent. 
The  fog  and  haze  in  the  bottom 
prevented  the  enemy  from  feeing 
this  movement.  It  was  alfo  con¬ 
cealed  by  the  judicious  manner  in 
which  captain  Spicer  of  the  royal 
artillery  threw  (hells  from  the 
heights  of  Fournier  from  an  how¬ 
itzer  and  carronade,  direding  them 
again  ft  the  various  ambufcades  and 
defences  which  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  to  proteCI  their  battery 
from  any  attack  in  its  front  or  011 
its  right. 

On  the  junClion  of  his  diviflon  in 
to  one  column,  colonel  Deffources 
proceeded  through  a  mod  difficult 
and  inacceffible  country  to  turn  the 
left  of  the  enemy’s  battery,  and  thd 
works  which  fupported  it,  having 
left  troops  on  the  heights  of  St, 
Laurent  to  fecure  his  retreat,  and 
major  Clay  to  protect  him  from  any 
attack  made  by  the  road  from  Leo-  s 
gane. 

As  the  colonel  approached  the 
flank  of  the  battery,  and  that  of 
the  breafr-work  which  defended  it* 
he  fucceffively  broke  his  troops  in¬ 
to  divifions,  which  kept  the  ene¬ 
my’s  forces  in  check  and  fufpence, 
until  another  diviflon,  under  the 
command  oflieutenant-colonel  Def¬ 
fources,  had,  to  their  great  furprife* 
poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  heights 
confiderably  beyond  them,  when, 
after  an  ineffectual  refiftance,  they 
fled  on  all  fldes,  and  left  colonel 
Deffources  in  poffeflion  of  their 
battery,  the  work  of  feveral  months* 
and  of  the  gun  which  they  had  inf 
the  preceding  night  withdrawn  from 
it  for  the  defence  of  their  bread- 
work.  This  critical  enterprife,  I 
am  happy  to  fay,  was  effeCltd  with 
but  little  lofs;  and  by  its  fuccefs,  I 

was 


179  7-1  OCCUR 

was  freed  from  any  apprehenfions 
from  the  jun&ion  of  the  enemy’s 
army. 

I  am  perfuaded  this  additional 
proof  of  colonel  Defib'urces’  military 
ability  and  fpirit  will  meet  with  his 
majefty’s  approbation.  That  officer 
fpeaks  in  the  higheft  terms  of  the 
behaviour  of  the  troops  under  his 
command,  of  the  officers  who  com- 
nianded  the  columns,  and  in  a 
particular  manner  of  the  captains 
Rodanes,  Conegrat,  and  Mouchet, 
of  the  colonial  forces,  who  formed 
his  advanced  guard,  and  to  their 
intrepidity  and  condudi  heattributes 
much  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  opera¬ 
tion. 

As  the  troops  were  afiembling  to 
proceed  to  other  objects,  which  I 
thought  of  importance  for  the 
king’s  fervice,  I  was  informed  by 
brigadier-general  Churchill  of  an 
attack  that  had  been  made  at  Irois, 
where,  though  the  enemy  had  been 
fortunately  repulfed  in  the  a  flan  It 
upon  that  pofc,  they  frill  continued 
to  in  v elf  it,  and  to  threaten  its 
fiege. 

No  time  was  loft  m  detachino- 
the  honourable  colonel  Maitland 
with  a  fufficient  force  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  that  officer.  On  his  arrival, 
brigadier-general  Churchill  inform¬ 
ed  him  of  the  repulfe  of  the  enemy, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe  to 
you  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
Wounded  upon  the  attack  and  de- 
ftrmftion  of  the  enemy’s  battery 
and  breaft-works,  and  of  the  ord- 
hance  and  ordnance  ftores  taken 
and  deftfoyed. 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded  in 
his  majefty’s  Britifh  and  colonial 
troops,  Under  the  command  of 
colonel  Defibitrces,  on  the  16'f.K 
-and  17th  of  April,  1797,  at  the 
■; attack  of  the  enemy’s  pofitions 
pf  St.  Laurent  and  Boutillier, 

■  from  whence  they  -were  driven  | 
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and  alfo  the  attack  of  the  enemy’s 
batttery,  breaft-works  and  places 
.  of  arms  near  poft  Grenier. 

Head- quarters,  St.  Domingo ,  Port- 
du- Prince,  May  S,  179/. 

In  driving  the  enemy  from  their 
ambufeade  above  poft  Guerin, 
(Jean  Kina’s  entrenched  camp) 
under  the  command  of  major 
Clay,  ©f  the  40th  .regiment. 

66th  regiment —  1  rank  and  file 
killed;  1  ferjeant  wounded.  , 
69th  ditto.- — 1  rank  and  file  wound® 
ed. 

3d  battalion  of  Irifti  brigade— i 
officer  wounded. 

Total,  1  rank  and  file  killed;  r 
officer,  1  ferjeant,  1  rank  and' 
file  wounded. 

On  the  attack  of  polls  St.  Laurent 
and  Boutillier. 

Defiburces’ regiment.— 1  officer,  3 
rank  and  file,  killed  ;  3  rank  and 
file  killed;  3  rank  and  file  wound¬ 
ed; 

Be  Peftris’  ditto.— 1  rank  and  file 
killed. 

Detachment  of  croopsfrom  Jerernie. 
—  1  officer  killed  ;  2  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

Jean  Kina’s  corps. — 1  -ferjeant  kill¬ 
ed  ;  4  officers,  4  rank  ’and  file 
wounded. 

Total,  2  officers,  1  ferjeant,  4  rank 
and  file  killed  ;  4  officers,  9  rank 
and  file  wounded. 

At  the  attack  of  the  enemv’s  bat-, 
tery,  breaft-works,  and  places  of 
arms,  near  poft  Grenier. 

Chafieurs  Royeaux.—  2  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

Be  Peftris’  regiment. — 2  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

Chafieurs  de  York.— 4  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

Chafieurs  de  Prince  of  Wales.— f 
officer,  1  ferjeant,  5  rank  and 
file  woynded. 

Befiources’  regiment.'— 1  rank  and 
file  killed.  *  4 
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Total,  i  rank  and  file  killed ;  i  Limbers  for  fix-pounders,  a  de- 
pfficer,  i  ferjeant,  1a  rank  and  file  ,ftroyed. 

bounded.  Side  boxes  for  fix-pounders,  8 

Names  of  Officers  killed  and  deftroyed. 

wounded.  Two-inch  rope  coils,  2  deftroyed. 

Captain  Haly,  of  the  3d  Irifh  '  A  proportion  of  drag  wafliers 
brigade,  wounded.  Major  Pocket,  and  linch  pins  for  nine-pounder 
of  the  Jeremie,  killed.  Lieutenant  and  eight-pourtder  and  two-pounder 
de  la  Rue,  of  Deflburces,  killed,  carriages,  taken  and  carried  to  Port 


Enfign  Eviere,  of  Prince  of  Wales's 
chaffeurs,  wounded.  Lieutenants 
Babiri  abd  Campanne,  of  Jean  Ki¬ 
na’s  corps,  wounded.  EnfignsLe 
Pine  and  L’Artigonave,  of  ditto, 
wounded. 

E.  B.  LltTLEHALES, 
Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

Return  of  Ordnance  and  Ordnance 

Stores  taken  and  deftroyed  at  the 

Attack  of  the  Battery  and  Heights 

of  Poft  Fezard,  on  the  Morning 

of  the  17th  of  April,  1797. 

Brafs  Ordnance. 

Two  pounder  ;  1  taken  and  car¬ 
ried  to  Poft  Grenier. 

Iron  Ordnance. 

Nine  pounder,  1  deftroyed.  Eight 
pounder,  1  deftroyed. 

Stores. 

Fixed  ammunition  for  fix-pound¬ 
ers,  equal  proportion  of  cafe  and 
round,  taken  and  carried  to  Poft 
Grenier,  rounds  no  deftroyed. 

Cafe  ftiot  unfixed  for  fix-pound¬ 
ers,  taken  and  carried  to  Poft  Gre¬ 
nier,  fifty  deftroyed. 

Cole-fliot unfixed  for  nine-poUnd- 
ers,  rounds  no  deftroyed. 

Langridge  in  bags  for  nine- 
pounders,  rounds  1 30  deftroyed. 

Langridge  in  bags  for  eight- 
pounders,  rounds  1 30  deftroyed. 

Ammunition  for  two-pounder, 
*  *  deftroyed. 

Carriage  with  limber  for  eight- 
pounder,  1  deftroyed. 

Carriage  for  two-pounder,  1  de¬ 
ftroyed. 

Devie  cart  for  moving  guns,  1 
deftroyed. 


Fourmier.  ,  1 

Carriage  with  limber  for  nine-> 
pounder,  1  deftroyed. 

Cartridges  filled  for  nine-pound¬ 
ers,  taken  and  carried  to  Port  Gre- 
*  # 

nier,  32. 

(Signed)  W.  Spica, 

Captain-Lieutenant,  com¬ 
manding  a  Detachment 
of  Royal  Artillery. 

E.  B.  Littlehales,. 

Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  following  captures  by 
the  fhips  under  the  command  of 
rear-admiral  Harvey  :  the  fchooner 
Ranger,  from  Wilmington,  bound 
to  Trinidad,  laden  with  lumber  and 
flaves,  belonging  to  Maftachufet,  re¬ 
taken  from  the  French  to  the  wind¬ 
ward  of  Mariegalante  by  the  Van¬ 
guard,  and  fent  into  St.  Pierre’s, 
Martinique  ;  the  fchooner  Nobby, 
from  Wefeafet,  bound  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  laden  with  lumber  and 
flaves,  belonging  to  Maftachufet,  re¬ 
taken  from  the  French  off  Marie- 
gakmte  by  the  Vanguard,  and  fent 
into  St.  Pierre’s,  Martinique  \  the 
fchooner  Little  Mary,  from  Suri¬ 
nam,  bound  to  Philadelphia,  laden 
with  coffee,  cotton,  and  fugar,  be¬ 
longing  to  Philadelphia,  retaken 
from  the  French  off  Mariegalante 
by  the  Vanguard,  and  fent  into  St. 
Pierre’s,  Martinique,  went  on  fhore; 
the  fliip  Hero,  from  London,  laden 
with  provifions,  retaken  from  a 
French  privateer  off  St.  Kitt’s  by 
the  Lapwing,  and  fent  into  St. 
Kitt’s:  the  brig  Pararuaubon,  Geo. 

f  Curd, 
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Curd,  matter, from  Surinam,  bQund 
to  St.  Thomas,  laden  with  molafles, 
fugar,  and  coffee,  belonging  to  Bal¬ 
timore,  retaken  from  a  French  pri¬ 
vateer  between  Tortola  and  St. 
Croix  by  the  Fury,  and  fent  into 
Tortola;  the  fnow  Rebecca,  from 
Demerara*  bound  to  St.  Thomas, 
laden  with  fugar  and  coffee,  re¬ 
taken  from  a  French  privateer  to 
windward  of  the  Virgin  Iflands  by 
the  Fury,  and  fent  into  Tortola,  pa¬ 
pers  not  found  ;  the  (loop  General, 
H.  Bloomfbury,  mafter,  from  Barba* 
does,  bound  to  Martinique,  laden 
with  dry  goods  and  provifions,  re¬ 
captured  from  the  enemy  off  Gua- 
daloupe  by  the  Perdrix,  and  fent  to 
FortRoval, Martinique;  thefchoon- 
er  Phcenix,  Jacob  Perkins,  mafter, 
from  Tobago,  bound  to  St,  Tho¬ 
mas,  laden  with  fifty  puncheons  of 
rum,  belonging  to  New  York,  re¬ 
taken  from  a  French  privateer  to 
the  north  eaft  of  St.  Croix  by  the 
Fury,  and  fent  into  Tortola ;  the 
ihip  Lealand,  U.  Beaumain,  mafter, 
from  Guadaloupe,  bound  to  Santa 
Cruz,  laden  with  coffee  and  fugar, 
belonging  to  Barbadoes,  taken  to 
windward  of  St.  Croix  by  the  Fa¬ 
vourite,  and  fent  into  Tortola;  de¬ 
tained,  having  French  property; 
the  fhip  Atlanti,  Thomas  Stockel, 
mafter,  from  Teneriffe,  laden  with 
wine  and  dry  goods,  recaptured 
from  the  enemy  thirty- feven  leagues 
fouth-weft  by  fouth  of  Barbuda  by 
the  Lapwing,  and  fent  into  Baffe- 
terre,  St.  Kitt’s;  the  fchoduef  Ade- 
lagarde,  Bartolame  Table,  mafter, 
from  Cuba,  bound  to  Porto  Rico, 
laden  with  wax  and  tortoife-fhell, 
taken  off  Porto  Rico  by  the  Are- 
thufa,  and  fent  info  Martinique ; 
detained,  being  Spanifh  property  ; 
the  {hip  Scipio,  from  Guadaloupe, 
bound  to  St.  Thomas,  in  ballaft, 
belonging  to  Liverpool,  re-captured 
from  the  French  off  Guadaloupe  by 


the  Scipio,  and  feyt  into  Rofeau<> 
Dominica;  the  fcliooner  Jean  Kir¬ 
by,  bound  to  Guadaloupe,  'in  bal¬ 
laft,  belonging  to  Antigua,  re-cap¬ 
tured  from  the  French  off  Guada¬ 
loupe,  by  the  Scipio,  and  fent  into 
Rofeau,  Dominica;  the  French 
fchooner  privateer  La  Bayonaife, 
belonging  to  Guadaloupe,  carry¬ 
ing  i  guns,  fome  fwivels,  and  36 
men,  by  the  Cyane. 

16;  A  moft  melancholy  accident 
happened  this  night,- about  eleven 
o’clock;  As  the  three  Mr.  Taylors, 
two  of  whom  are  clerks  in  the  of¬ 
fice  for  foreign  affairs,  the  other 
aide-de-camp  to  the  duke  of  York, 
were  coming  to  town  from  Rich* 
mond,  in  a  Imall  wherry  with  a  fall,  • 
which  they  had  built  for  theiramufe- 
ment,  the  boat  overfet  near  Kew, 
by  ftriking  againft  a  barge,  and  all 
three  tumbled  overboard.  Mr.  B. 
Taylor  got  on  fliore  unhurt ;  Mr. 
Herbert  Taylor  was  brought  on 
lhore  with  little  fig  ns  of  life,  but 
has  fihce  recovered  by  the  means 
recommended  by  the  humane  fo* 
ciety  ;  and  Mr,  William  Tavlof 
was  drowned.  The  latter  had  lately 
returned  with  Mr.  Ham  mond  from 
Vienna,  to  whom  he  adted  as  fe- 
cretary,  and  was  much  efJeemed  by 
all  who  had  the  pleafure  of  know¬ 
ing  him.  The  night  was  extremely 
dark  and  tempelluous; 

1 7.  This  morning  at  one  o’clock 
a  fire  broke  out  at  lord  St.  Helen's 
houfe,  in  Great  R 11  fie  1-1 1 r e e t , Bio o m f- 
bury,  which  eonfumed  the  fame, 
and  the  upper  part  of  fir  George 

Yonge’s  houfe  adjoining;  the  ac¬ 
cident  is  not  any  other  way  ac¬ 
counted  for  than,  that  his  lordfhip, 
who  had  been  writing,  the  candle  is 
fuppofed  to  have  caught  the1  furni¬ 
ture  of  the  bed,  which  providen¬ 
tially  waking  him,  he  inftantly  a- 
larmed’  his  fervants,  who  had  feared 
time  to  make  their  efcape  at  the  top 
(H  2)  of 


of  the  houfe  ;  the  flames  were  fo  ra¬ 
pid,  that  his  lordfliip  had  only  time 
to  fave  his  jewels  and  cafli ;  every 
article,  except  his  plate,  which  was 
at  the  banker’s,  perifhed  in  the 
flames. 

1 8.  On  Sunday  night,  and  the 
early  part  of  yeflerday  morning,  oc¬ 
curred  one  of  the  mod  tremendous 
d'orms  of  thunder,  lightning,  and 
rain,  ever  remembered  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis.  The  lightning  com¬ 
menced  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening, and  continued  without  one 
Inftant’s  intermiffion  till  twelve,  il¬ 
luminating  with  its  coriilcations 
«very  quarter  of  the  heavens  with 
vivid  gleams  of  fcarlet  and  blue 
light.  The  thunder  came  on  about 
twelve,  and  continued  till  half  af¬ 
ter  three,  with  inceflant  peals  of  the 
louded  and  mod  awful  eifeft,  fo 
near  as  feemingly  to  be  burfting  di¬ 
rectly  over  head,  and  accompanied 
the  whole  time  with  the  heavieft 
and  moil:  uninterrupted  deluges  of 
rain . 

This  very  he;ivy  dorm  appears 
to  have  taken  a  very  wide  and  ex¬ 
tended  circuit.  In  Buckinghamfliire, 
Berkfhire,  Hants,  &c.  its  commence¬ 
ment  was  about  nine  or  ten  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  and  its  duration  till 
after  day-light.  In  the  metropolis, 
by  the  minuted  obfervation,  its  fury 
began  a  little  before  midnight,  and 
had  ceafed  at  four  o’clock.  At 
Windfor  it  was  extremely  and  awe- 
fully  heavy ;  at  Harrow  on  the 
Hill,  Highgate,  Hampdead,  Shoot¬ 
er’s  Hill  in  Kent,  and  other  elevated 
Situations,  it  was  felt  in  a  manner 
particularly  fevere. 

The  ftorm  felt  here  on  Sunday 
night  and  Monday  morning  palled 
over  the  continent  previous  to  vi- 
fiting  this  country.  It  was  felt  at 
jLifle  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and 
continued  till  three  o’clockr  on 
Sunday  morning  without  intermif- 


fion.  •  It  has  done  confiderable  da¬ 
mage. 

20.  This  dav  the  parliament  was 
prorogued  to  the  5th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  See  the  Public  Papers. 

Worcejier ,  July  20.  In  beginning 
the  repairs  of  our  cathedral  on  Mon¬ 
day  lad,  the  tomb  which  flood  in 
the  nave,  near  the  chance],  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  interment  of  king 
John,  was  propofed  to  be  removed 
to  a  more  convenient  place  ;  but,  to" 
theaftonifhmentof  the  workmen,’ a 
done  coffin  was  difcc^vered  at  the 
bottom,  level  with  the  floor,  which, 
on  carefully  examining  it,  was  found 
to  contain  the  remains  of  the  king. 
From  the  great  length  of  time  the 
body  had  been  depofited  (fo  long 
flnce  as  the  year  1216)  nothing  but 
conjedfural  ideas  could  be  formed  as 
to  the  vedments,  See.  Part  of  the 
robe  was  firm  in  its  texture,  but  of 
what  colour  could  not  be  afeer- 
tained.  What  \Vas  difeovered  of 
the  body  appeared  to  be  nearly  irf 
the  fame  pontion  as  the  figure  on 
the  top  of  the  tomb-done,  and, 
from  the  length  of  the  coffin,  mea- 
fured  five  feet  fix  inches  and  a  half  p 
part  of  a  fword  was  lying  by  his" 
left  fide,  which  time  had  much 
mouldered  ;  and  the  leather  flieath 
was  nearly  in  the  fame  date  :  the 
mod  perfect  part  was  towards  the" 
bottom  of  the  legs  and  feet,  on 
which  appeared  a  kind  of  half-1 
boot.  A  quantity  of  a  fort  of  white 
pade  lay  in  two  or  three  lumps  on 
and  below  the  belly,  which  it  may¬ 
be  fuppofed  had  been  poured  into 
the  body  on  the  heart  and  bowels 
being  taken  cut  ;  on  breaking  a 
piece  of  this  pade,  it  was  mixed 
with  the  fkeletons  of  maggots  and' 
flies,  of  which  vafl  quantities  lay  otr 
and  about  the  body;  and  on  the 
right  cheek  of  thefkull  there  was  a' 
fharp  point  about  half  an  inch  long,- 
and  fome  grey-  hairs  appeared  under 

part; 
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art  of  the  cap,  which  had  fitted  the 
ead  very  tight,  and  feemed  to  have 
been  buckled  under  the  chin,  part 
of  the  ftraps  remaining;  the  robe 
had  the  appearance,  in  fome  parts, 
of  having  been  embr  oidered.;  parti¬ 
cularly  on  the  right  knee;  no  bones 
of  the  fingers  were  to  be  found.  One 

Q 

point  afcertained  is,  that  the  body 
certainly  was  deposited  here,  and 
not  in  the  more  eafterti  part  of  the 
church,  as  was  fuppofed ;  and  the 
extraordinary  circumstance  of  there 
being  no  memorandum  or  record 
of  the  place  of  interment  in  the  an- 
chives  of  the  cathedral  is  now  ob¬ 
viated.  The  tomb  is  to  remain  fa- 
cred  to  the  aflies  of  the  king,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  preferved  with 
additional  care  and  attention.  The 
dean  and  chapter  gave  orders  that 
the  curiofity  of  the  people  fhould 
be  gratified  as  far  as  could  be  done 
confidently  with  fafety  ;  but,  the 
pone  our  fe  from  ail  parts  becoming 
fo  great,  it  was  deemed  proper  to 
clofe  the  tomb  again  on  Tuefday 
afternoon.  It  was  obferved  by  the 
mafons  that  the  coffin  was  cut  out 
of  Higiey  (lone;  but  there  was 
no  other  top  to.  it  than  two  elm- 
boards,  which  were  perfectly  found. 
Erom  the  London  Gazette,  July  22. - 
Adtniraliy-Office ,  July  22,  1797. 
Extrafl:  of  a  Letter  from  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knight, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Ships  and  Veffiels  at  Ja¬ 
maica,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  June  11,1 797. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint 
you  for  their  lordlhips’  information, 
that  the  Grande  Anfe  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  faved  by  a  fpi  cited  and 
well-timed  attack  made  by  captain 
Ricketts,  of  his  majelty’s  fliip  La 
Magicienne,  upon  the  enemy’s 
tranfports  of  provifions  and  ammu¬ 
nition  in  Carcaffie  Bay,  for  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer 


you  to  a  copy  of  captain  Ricketts’s 
letter. 

La  Magi  ciemie ,  in  Carcaffe  Bay, 
St.  Domingo,  April  24,  1  797. 
SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  on 
Sunday  the  23d  inilant,  when  dou¬ 
bling  Cape  Tiberoon,  in  company 
with  the  Regulus  and  Fortune 
ichooner,  we  difeovered  a  fix  gun 
privateer  Poop  and  four  fchooners 
at  anchor  in  this  bay,  which  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  the  polls  of  Xroi? 
was  attacked.  §0011  after  the  alarm 
gun  was  fired  at  the  fort.  As  no 
time  was  to  be  loft  in  endeavouring 
to  counteract  the  views  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  we  ilood  in  and  anchored, 

when  we  commenced  a  heavy  can- 

¥ 

nonade,  and  had  the  good  fortune, 
in  a  fliort  time,  to  drive  them  into 
the  mountains ;  their  field-pieces, 
ammunition,  provifions,  and  vefiels 
laden  with  neceffiaries  for  carrying 
on  the  fiege,  fell  into  our  hands. 

The  good  conduct  of  every  offi¬ 
cer  and  faiior  belonging  to  our  lit¬ 
tle  fquadron  manifefted  itfclf  upon, 
this  occafion,  as  well  as  upon  many 
others,  fince  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  command  it.  I  have  to  regret 
the  lofs  of  four  men  killed,  and 
Mr.  Morgan,  mailer’s  mate,  and  ten 
men  wounded  (though  not  mortal¬ 
ly),  who  were  in  the  Magicienne’s 
boat  when  endeavouring  to  tow  out 
the  privateer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

W.  H.  Ricketts, 
SirHydeParker,  Knt.  Vice- 

Admiral  of  the  Red,  &c. 

Diligence,  NajJau ,  New-Providencf, 
March  13,  1797. 

SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that 
having  cleared  the  Bahama  Straits 
the  3d  of  this  month,  the  following 
day,  ten  leagues  S.  W.  of  the  Pan  of 
Motonozas,  we  fell  in  with  and 
took,  after  an  a-£tion  of  three  quar- 
(H  3)  ters 
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tiers  of  ah  hour,  La  Nativetas,  of 
fixteen  guns  and  fifty  men,  about 
five  hundred  tons,  laden  wjth  log¬ 
wood,  which  had  left  the  Havannah 
that  morning  for  Cadiz.  I  have  the 
pleafure  of  tefiifying  the  belt  con¬ 
duct  of  my  officers  and  people  in 
this  little  affair,  and  have  no  doubt 
but  they  will  diftin'guifli  themfelves 
when  any  occafion  offers,  and  am 
happy  to  add  we  had  only  one  man 
fligh fly  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

A.  Mends, 

Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knt.  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  Red,  &c. 

A  Lift  of  Armed  Vefiels  taken  and 
deffroyed  by  his  Majefty’s  Squa¬ 
dron  under  my  Command  fince 
the  27th  of  April,  1797. 

Port  au  Paix  French  privateer 
fchooner,,  of  2  guns  and  17  men; 
taken  by  his  majefty’s  brig  Swal¬ 
low. 

La  Liberte  French  privateer 
fchooner,  mounting  6  guns;  had 
on  board  only  13  men,  the  remain¬ 
der  put  into  different  prizes  which 
(lie  had  taken.  Taken  by  his  ma- 
jefjy’s  fbip  Profelyte. 

La  Buonaparte  French  privateer 
fchooner,  mounting  3  guns  and  39 
pien ;  taken  by  his  majefty’s  fhip 
Ambufcade, 

General  Touffaint  French' priva¬ 
teer  fchooner,  mounting  8  guns  and 
five  men;  taken  by  his  majefiy’s 
brig  Swallow  ;  with  feveral  fmail 
yow- boats. 

P.  Parker. 
This  gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  capture  of  L’Adopr, 
a  fine  new  French  fhip  out  of  Ba¬ 
yonne,  carrying  16  guns  and  147 
men,  by  his  majefty’s  fiiip  Santa 
Margarita  ;  alfo,  a  French  brig,  of 
6  guns,  and  2-4  men,  by  his  majef- 
tv’s  fiiip -L’Aigle  ;  alfo,  the  St.  Beiv 
nardo,  alias  El  Conqueftador,  pri¬ 
vateer,  of  12  guns  and  75  men,  be- 
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longing  to  Ribadeo,  by  his  majef* 
ty’s  fiiip  Bofton ;  and,  alfo,  the  St. 
Jofe  y  Noftra  Signora  de  Bagoyna, 
mounting  ifi  6-pounders,  with  52. 
men,  laden  with  brandy,  wine,  and 
flour,  from  Bilbo^,  bfrund  to  the 
Cafaccas,  by  his  majefiy’s  fiiip  Pal¬ 
las, 

25.  This  gazette  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  capture  of  La  Pro- 
fpere,  French  privateer  brig,  mount¬ 
ing  14  4-pounders,  and  manned 
with  73  men,  by  his  majefty’s  brig 
Rambler,  captain  Honey  man,  after 
receiving  the  fire  of  feveral  guns, 
but  without  making;  anv  refi fiance  ; 
alfo,  a  French  lugger,  mounting  2 
gpns,  and  23  men,  chafed  off  the 
land,  by  the  Duke  of  York  lugger, 
into  the  hands  of  the  Hind  cutter, 
lieu t.  Bray,  who  alfo  retook  a  floop 
which  the  privateer  had  before  cap¬ 
tured  ;  alfo,  Le  Triton,  a  French 
privateer,  pierced  for  eighteen  guns, 
though  only  mounting  [28-pound¬ 
ers,  and  180  men,  by  his  majefiy’s 
(hip  Magnanime,  the  hon.  captain 
De  Courcy ;  alfo,  La  Papilion, 
mounting  4  fwivels,  and  plenty  of 
fmail  arms,  with  30  men,  by  the 
Dolphin  Revenue  cutter,  Mr.  Ri¬ 
chard  Johns,  jun.  commander. 
From  the  London  Gazette,  July  29. 

Admiralty- Office,  July  29,  1797. 
Extradf  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
J-Ion.  Lord  Bridport,  K.  B.  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  White,  to  Evan  Ne¬ 
pean,  Efq.  dated  on  Board  his 
Majefty’s  Ship  Royal  George,  at 
Sea,  July  24,  1797. 

I  acquaint  you,  tor  theirlordfhips ■ 
information,  that  I  this  da)T  joined 
the  fhips  under  the  orders  of  fir 
John  B.  Warren,  who  has  tranf- 
mitted  me  the  inclofed  letters  and 
papers,  ydilch  are  copies  of  origi¬ 
nals  he  fent  by  exprefs  to  me  at 
Torbay,  which  did  not  arrive  there 
till  after  I  had  quitted  that  anchor¬ 
age. 


La 
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La  Pomone ,  at  Sea ,  1 8,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your 
lordfhip,  that  in  obedience  to  your 
command,  I  continued  off  Ufhant 
with  his  majefty’s  fquadron  under 
my  orders,  confifting  of  the  La  Po¬ 
mone,  Artois,  Anfon,  Sylph,  Dolly 
cutter,  until  the  16th  inftant,  when 
hearing  the  report  of  many  guns  to 
the  fouthward,  I  flood  round  the 
weft  end  of  the  Saints,  and  at  day¬ 
break  in  the  morning  of  the  17th  I 
difcovered  a  frigate,  with  a  fhip, 
corvette,  and  brig,  having  14  fail 
of  veflels  under  convoy,  in  Ho¬ 
dierne  Bay,  eight  of  which  were 
captured. 

I  am  lorry  to  add,  that  the  lliip, 
corvette,  and  brig  efcaped  round 
the  Penmarks,  and  the  frigate,  by 
cutting  away  her  mafts,  and  being 
otherways  lighted,  ran  on  ihore  :  a 
brig,  laden  with  ordnance  and  naval 
ftores,  came  to  an  anchor  near  her, 
where  it  was  impoffible  for  the  An¬ 
fon  and  Sylph  to  follow.  The  brig, 
however,  was  funk,  and  the  frigate 
(La  Calliope)  much  damaged  in 
her  hull  by  the  Ihot  of  the  above- 
mentioned  fhip,  whofe  officers  and 
men  behaved  with  the  greateft  zeal 
and  activity,  which  induces  me  to 
hope  that  the  enemy  will  not  be 
enabled  to  get  her  off,  as  the  wind 
foon)  after  changed  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  with  a  great  fwell  upon  the 
beach. 

I  was  obliged  to  burn  La  Free¬ 
dom,  a  large  fhip  armed  en  flute, 
laden  with  fquared  timber,  as  the 
enemy  had  run  her  on  Ihore  at 
high  water,  and  the  crew,  with 
the  wounded,  got  away  in  their 
boats. 

I  have  enclofed  to  you r  lordlhip 
a  lift  of  the  veflels  captured  and  de- 
ftroyed  on  the  17th  inftant,  with  a 
return  of  the  wounded  on  board  his 
majefty’s  brig  Sylph. 

|  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Warren* 


("9) 

La  Pomone ,  at  Sea ,  July  iS,  1 797* 
An  Account  of  Veflels  belonging 
to  the  French  Republic,  captured 
and  deftroyed  on  the  17th  of 
July,  1797,  in  Hodierne  Bay,  by 
a  Squadron  of  Frigates,  under 
the  Orders  of  Sir  John  Borlafe 
Warren,  Bart.  K.  B. 

Veflels  captured. — La  Thalia, 
tranfport  Ihip,  laden  with  a  large 
anchor  6oooib.  weight,  one  pur- 
chafe  crane,  flour,  bread,  beef, 
pork,  brandy,  foldiers’  cloathing, 
&c. ;  brig,  name  unknown,  laden 
with  brandy  and  wine;  brig,  name 
unknown,  laden  with  brandy  and 
fait;  brig,  name  unknown,  laden 
with  flour,  bifcuit,  and  one  moor¬ 
ing  chain ;  chaffe-maree,  name 
unknown,  laden  with  brandy,  wine 
and  provifions ;  chaffe-maree, 
name  unknown,  laden  with  brandy, 
wine  and  provifions ;  La  St.  Rene, 
chafle-maree,  laden  with  coffee,  fu- 
gar,  &c. 

Veflels  deftroyed. — La  Freedom, 
an  Englifli  built  fhip,  armed  en 
flute,  burnt,  being  on  Ihore,  laden 
with  fquare  timber ;  brig,  name  un¬ 
known,  funk,  laden  with  cannon 
and  naval  ftores. 

Run  on  fliore.— La  Calliope  fri¬ 
gate,  of  36  guns,  totally  difmafted, 
and  fuppofed  to  be  fcuttled. 

(Signed)  John  Warren, 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport. 

La  Pomone ,  at  Sea ,  July  18,  1  797* 
A  Return  of  Men  wounded  on 
Board  his  Majefty’s  Brig  Sylph, 
John  Chambers  White,  Elq. 
Commander, in  engaging  La  Cal¬ 
liope  French  Frigate,  of  36  Guns, 
in  Hodierne  Bay,  on  the  1 7th  of 
July,  1797. ' 

John  Green,  feaman,  in  the 
hand  ;  Wilfon  Wefcot,  feaman,  in 
the  head  ;  Toby  Burke,  feaman,  in 
the  back  ;  Richard  Batt,  feaman,  in 
the  neck ;  Thomas  Izzard,  fea¬ 
man,  in  the  head ;  Thomas  Egan, 
marine,  in  the  knee.  J.  Warren. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport. 

(H  4)  fa 
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L.a  Patnais,  at  Sea,  July  24,  1  797. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  ac- 
"  quainting  your  lord  (hip,  that  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  that  La 
Calliope,  republican  frigate,  of  36 
guns  and  23Q  men,  that  was  left  on 
ihore,  on  the  17th,  by  the  Anfon 
and  Sylph,  is  totally  deftroyed, "hav¬ 
ing  feparated  in  the  midfiiip  body, 
and  part  of  her  funk.  The  crew 
are  encamped  near  her  to  fgve 
fuch  (lores  as  may  be  driven  on 
fhore.  I  am  particularly  indebted 
to  captain  White,  of  the  Sylph  brig, 
who  having  anchored  with  fprings 
on  his  cable  within  piffol  fho.t  of 
the  faid  frigate  on  the  above  day, 
and  for  fome  hours,  kept  up  an  in- 
ceffant  and  well-djfefted  fire,  which 
was  at  every  convenient  opportu¬ 
nity  returned  by  her.  I  perceived 
likewife  the  wrecks  of  La  Freedom, 
armed  en  flute,  laden  with  timber, 
and  the  brig  with  ordnance  (lores, 
which  were  driven  on  (here  the 
fame  day,  and  deflroyed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Warren. 
Tight  Hon.  Lord  Bridport. 

La  Pomone ,  at  Sea ,  July  24,  1 797. 
An  Account  of  two  Veifels  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  French  Republic, 
which  were  burnt  in  Hodierne 
Bay  on  the  23d  of  July  1797,  by 
the  Boats  of  the  Squadron  under 
the  Orders  of  Sir  J.  B.  Warren, 
K.B. 

La  Fiddle  brig,  laden  with  wine 
and  wads ;  La  Henri  (loop,  in  bal¬ 
lad. 

John  Warren. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport, 

&c.  &c.  &q. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  capture  of  Le  Hardi 
French  privateer  lugger,'  of  4  guns, 
and  30  men,  and  ' the  re-capture  of 
two  brigs,  by  the  Telemachiis  arm¬ 
ed  cutter,  lieut,  Newton  ;  dlfo,  of 
Le  Courier  -tie  la  Mer,  Andre  Mouil- 


lerqn,  captain,  mounting  12  fmall 
carriage-guns,*  and  having,  when 
(lie  failed,  3  1  men,  but  when  taken 
only  20,  by  the  Trial  cutter,  lieut. 
Garret;  and,  alfo,  the  L’incroya- 
ble  French  privateer,  mounting  2, 
carriage-guns,  and  21  men,  by  the 
Hind  revenue  cutter,  Mr.  Murray 
acting  commander. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  a  pro¬ 
clamation,  dated  the  26th  inft.  de¬ 
led  bin  g  the  copper  coinage  about 
to  be  immediately  idued  of  penny 
pieces,  to  weigh  one  ounce  avoir¬ 
dupois,  and  of  two-penny.' pieces,  to 
weigh  two  "ounces,  each  of  which 
are  to  bear  the  royal  effigy  on  one 
fide,  and  a  figure  of  Britannia  fit¬ 
ting  on  a  rock  in  the  fea,  on  the 
other.;  and  ordering  their  currency, 
to  the  amount  of  one  (lulling,  in' 
any  payment,  ' 

3 1 ,  This  day,  notwithdanding  the 
notices  ifiued  bv  the  magidrates  of 
the  various  police  offices,  and  in  de- 
fpite  of  the  appearance  of  large  mi¬ 
litary  detachments,  a  very  nume¬ 
rous  meeting  of  the  London  Corre- 
(ponding  Society  took  place  in  the 
field  adjoining  to  the  veterinary  col¬ 
lege,  in  Pancras.  To  accommodate 
the  vad  affiemhlage  of  people  who 
had  collefted,  three  tribunes  were 
erefted  in  different  quarters  of  the 
field,  round  the  principal  of  which 
the  police  magidrates,  with  a  large 
body  of  condables,  took  their  Band. 
Sir  William  Addington  informed 
tfie  perfons  in  the  tribune  that  the 
meeting  had  been  illegally  con¬ 
voked,  and  declared  his  intention 
of  reading  the  riot  aft,  to  which  he 
was  affured  no  oppofition  fliould  be. 
given.  .  _ .  ’  ■  ‘ 

Mr.  Galloway,  having  read  the 
ad  vertifement  of  the  London  Cor- 
refponding  Society,  and  the  notice 
from  ,Bow~dreet,  called  upon  the 
magidrates  to  point  out  in  what 
circumdances  the  meeting  was  ille¬ 
gal,  and  what  pravifions  of  the  late 
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&£ls  bad  not  been  duly  complied 
with,  promifing  that,  if  the  illega¬ 
lity  fliould  be  fubftantiated,  the 
fociety  would  immediately  and 
peaceably  retire.  No  anfwer  hav¬ 
ing  been  returned  to  this  requeft, 
he  propofed  Mr.  Tuckey  as  chair¬ 
man  for  the  day,  who,  after  return¬ 
ing  thanks  for  the  diftindtion  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him,  proceeded  to  read 
the  petition  and  remonflranee  to 
the  king.  Scarcely,  however,  had 
he  entered  upon  its  contents  when 
lie  was  interrupted;  fir  William 
Addington  infilling  that  the  riot  abb 
had  been  read.  A  gentleman  on 
the  tribune  declared  he  had  not 
heard  it,  and  in  this  declaration  he 
wasjoined  by  the  whole  of  the  fur¬ 
rounding  multitude.  Sir  W.  Ad¬ 
dington  perfifled  to  aver  the  fadh 
‘‘Then, my  fellow  citizens,”  faid  the 
gentleman,  “  we  are  bound  to  dif- 
“  perfe  in  peace  within  one  hour.  I 
“  conjure  you  to  depart,  and  believe 
“  that  it  will  be  fhortly  feen,  vvhe- 

|her  Bow-fireet  magifirates  are  to 
y  be  the  interpreters  of  the  laws  of 
“  England.”  Upon  this  many  per¬ 
fons  retired  from  the  ground,  and 
iir  William  Addington  commanded 
the  conftables  to  take  into  cuflody 
the  abovementioned  gentleman,  and 
Mr.  Tuckey,  the  chairman.  The 
military  were  ordered  to  enter  the 
field,  and  after  galloping  about  it 
for  an  hour,  and  taking  up  two  or 
three  perfons  more,  the  meeting  was 
difiolved. 

The  perfons  taken  into  cuflody 
were  Robert  Fergufon,  Thomas 
Tuckey,  Richard  Barrow,  Richard 
Hodgfon,  Alexander  Gadowav, 
Benjamin  Pemberton,  Bums,  and 
John  Wibbie. 

They  were  brought  to  Bow- 
fireet  office  in  the  evening  before 
fir  W.  Addington  and  Richard 
Ford,  Efq.  and  were  admitted  to  bail, 
fherufelves  in  tcol.  each,  and  two 


fureties  in  qol.  each.  When  they  left 
the  office  they  were  drawn  to  their 
homes  by  the  populace.  Mr.  Fer~ 
gufon  received  a  hurt  in  the  eye  by 
the  conflable  who  took  him  into 
cuflody  having  ftruck  him  with  hi$ 
flaff.  All  the  divifions  of  the  po¬ 
lice  officers  were  ordered  out,  and 
aflembied  early  in  the  morning  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor,  in  Som¬ 
mers’  Town,  and  Adam  and  Eve, 
in  Pancras. 

The  London  and  Weftminfler 
afTociations  affembled  in  the  Found¬ 
ling  field,  and  the  Weft  London 
militia,  after  exercifing  in  White 
Conduit-fields,  were  planted  in  the 
veterinary  college. 

AUGUST. 

From  the  London  Gazette,  Aug.  1. 
Admiralty-Office ,  Aug,  r,  1797. 

The  following  difpat'ches  have 
been  received  at  this  office  by  F- 
van  Nepean,  Efq. 

Ville  de  Paris ,  off  Cadiz ,  July  to 
SIR, 

I  defire  you  will  acquaint  the 
lords  comm'fiioners  of  the  admiral¬ 
ty  that  the  Terpfi  bore,  with  the 
Thunder  bomb,  having  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  artillery  on  board,  anci  the 
Urchin  gun-boat,  from  Gibraltar, 
joined  on  the  2d  i nit.  and  the  night 
following,  rear-admiral  Nelfon  hav¬ 
ing  made  his  difpofitions,  the  bomb, 
covered  by  the  gun-boat,  launches 
and  barges  of  the  fleet,  was  placed 
near  the  tower  of  S  n  Sebaflian,  and 
find  fome  flieli  into  the  town, 
when  m  attempt  was  made  by  the 
gun- bo  its  and  launches  of  the  ene¬ 
my  to  carry  her.  The  rear-admiral, 
who  is  always  prefent  in  the  molt 
arduous  enterprifes,  with  the  afiift- 
ance  of  fome  other  barges,  board¬ 
ed  and  carried  two  of  the  enemy’s 
gun- boats,  and  a  barge  launch  of 
one  of  their  fhips  of  war,  with  the 
commandant  of  the  flotilla.  In 

r  1  1  « 


(122) 


PRINCIP  AL  [Auguft, 


/ 


this  fliort  confli£l  18  or  20  Spa¬ 
niards  were  killed,  the  command¬ 
ant  and  feveral  wounded,  he  and 
25  men  made  prifoners:  the  reft 
fwam  on  fhore. 

This  fpirited  aCtion  was  perform¬ 
ed  with  inconfiderable  lofs  on  our 
part,  as  p?r  enclofed.  The  launch 
of  the  Ville  de  Paris  was  funk  by  a 
raking  fhot  from  the  enemy’s  gun¬ 
boats  ;  but,  by  the  (a<ftive,  intelli¬ 
gent  mind  of  captain  Troubridge, 
got  up  yeftcrday  morning,  and  re* 
paired  on  board  the  Calloden. 

Rear-admiral  Nelfon’s  atftions 
fpeak  for  themfelves  ;  any  praife  of 
mine  would  fall  very  fliort  of  his 
merit.  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

J.  Jervis. 

P.  S.  The  enclofed  report  from 
rear-admiral  Nelfon  has  juft  reached 
me. 

Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 

Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded 

on  the  Attack  of  the  Spanifli 

Gun-Boats,  the  Night  of  the  3d 

of  July,  1797. 

Thefeus,  5  wounded. 

Irrehftible,  1  wounded. 

Seahorfe,  1  wounded. 

Ville  de  Paris,  5  wounded. 

Prince  George,  1  killed ;  5 

wounded. 

Diadem,  1  wounded. 

Barfleur,  1  wounded. 

Eprnont,  1  wounded. 

Total.  1  killed  ;  20  wounded. 
Officers  Wounded. 

Seahorfe,  captain  Freemantle. 
Slightly. 

Ville  de  Paris,  lieut.  William  Sel¬ 
by.  Ditto. 

Diadem,  lieutenant  W.  J.  Rowe. 
Ditto. 

Prince  George,  lieutenant  Gre¬ 
gory  Grant.  Ditto. 

Ditto,  M.  R.  Tooley,  Midfliip- 
man.  Ditto. 


Barfleur,  Mr.  Hugh  Pearfon, 
mafter’s  mate. 

Thefeus,  John  Sykes,  admiral’s 
coxfwain. 

J.  Jexvis. 
Thefeus,  July  4,1797. 


In  obedience  to  your  orders, 
the  Thunder  bomb  was  placed, 
by  the  good  management  of  lieu¬ 
tenant  Gourly,  her  prefent  com¬ 
mander,  affifted  by  Mr.  Jackfon, 
mafter  of  the  Ville  de  Paris,  who 
volunteered  his  able  fervices,  with¬ 
in  2500  yards  of  the  walls  of  Ca¬ 
diz,  and  the  fhells  were  thrown 
from  her  with  much  precifion,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  lieutenant 
Baynes  of  the  royal  artillery ;  but 
unfortunately  it  was  foon  found 
that  the  large  mortar  was  materially 
injured  from  its  former  fervites  ;  I 
therefore  judged  it  proper  to  order 
her  to  return  under  the  protection 
of  the  Goliath,  Terpfichore,  and 
Fox,  who  were  kept  under  fail  for 
that  purpofe,  and  for  whofe  aCtive 
fervices  I  feel  much  obliged. 

The  Spaniards  having  fent  out  a 
great  number  of  mortar-gun-boats 
and  armed  launches,  1  directed  a  vi¬ 
gorous  attack  to  be  made  on  them, 
which  was  done  with  fuch  ^allan- 
try  that  they  were  drove  and  pur- 
fued  clofe  to  the  walls  of  Cadiz, 
and  muft  have  fuffered  confldera- 
ble  lofs ;  and  I  have  the  pleafure  to 
inform  you,  that  two  mortar-boats 
and  an  armed  launch  remained  in 
ourpofleffion. 

I  feel  myfelf  particularly  in¬ 
debted  for  the  fuccefsful  termina¬ 
tion  of  this  conteft  to  the  gallantry 
of  captains  Fremantle  and  Miller, 
the  former  of  whom  accompanied 
me  in  my  barge,  and  to  my  cox¬ 
fwain,  John  Sykes,  who,  in  defend¬ 
ing  my  perfon,  is  moft  feverely 
wounded,  as  was  captain  Fremanr 
tie,  flightly,  in  the  attack ;  and  my 
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praifes  are  generally  due  to  every 
officer  and  man,  fome  of  whom  I 
faw  behave  in  the  moil  noble  man¬ 
ner,  and  I  regret  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  particu larife  them.  I 
mu  ft  alfo  beg  to  be  permitted  to 
exprefs  my  admiration  of  Don  Mi¬ 
guel  Tyrafon,  the  commander  of 
the  gun-boats,  in  his  barge  ;  he  laid 
my  boat  alongside,  and  his  refift- 
ance  was  fuch  as  to  honour  a  brave 
officer,  18  of  the  26  men  being 
killed^  and  himfelf  and  all  the  reft 
wounded.  Not  having  a  correct 
lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  I 
can  only  ftate,  that  I  believe  6  are 
killed,  and  220  wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir, 
Your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Horatio  Nelson. 
Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B. 

Conv  of  a  Le'ter  from  the  Earl  of 

^  j 

St.  Vincent,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  (hips  and 
veftels  employed  on  the  Coaft 
of  Portugal,  to  Evan  Nepean, 
Efq.  dated  on  ’board  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  ftiip  Ville  de  Paris,  '.off 
Cadiz,  the  9th  of  July,  1797. 
SIR, 

I  enclofe,  for  the  information  of 
the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  letters  I  have  lately  re¬ 
ceived  from  captain  Elphinftone, 
of  his  majefty’s  (hip  the  Hama¬ 
dryad,  and  the  honourable  Court¬ 
ney  Boyle,  commander  of  his  ma- 
jjefty'-’s  fli-ip  the  Kangaroo,  relating 
the  capture  of  fome  of  the  enemy’s 
vefieis. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  lordlliip,  that  011  my  paffage 
from  Plymouth,  (with  the  Boyne 
tranfport  under  my  convoy)  in  his 
majefty’s  fioop  Kangaroo,  on  the 
£2d  inftant,  latitude  46  deg.  23 
min.  N.  longitude  7  deg.  12  min. 
\V.  I  fell  in  with  and  captured  La 


Surprife  French  lugger  pnvateer, 
of  47  tons,  8  guns,  and  48  men; 
had  been  fix  days  out  of  Crofic 
(entrance  of  the  Loire),  and  made 
no  capture. 

I  have  further  to  inform  your 
lordfhip,  that  on  the  3d  inftant, 
Cadiz  bearing  E.  by  S.  diftanee  17 
leagues,  I  fell  in  with  and  captured 
La  Purilfima  Conception,  a  lugger, 
fent  out  from  Cadiz  with  a  king’s 
officer  and  9  men,  under  orders  to 
cruize  for  a  brig  from  the  Ha- 
vannah,  having  difpatches  for  her. 

I  am,  fir,  Boyle. 

Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  St.  Vincent. 

Hamadryad^  in  Gibraltar  Bayy 
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SIR, 

In  obedience  to  ypur  orders,  I 
proceeded  to  fea  on  the  29th  of 
June;  light  airs  and  a  ftrong  cur¬ 
rent  fet  us  a  little  to  the  eaftward. 
On  the  30th  I  fell  in  with  two  xe- 
becks,  one  of  which  we  took,  and 
the  other,  which  was  a  Spanifh  pri¬ 
vateer,  we  drove  on  ft] ore ;  the 
crew  of  the  former  made  their 
efcape.  After  feeing  her  fa fe  into 
Gibraltar  yefterday  morning,  I 
ftretched  acrofs  to  Ceuta,  and  at 
two  A.  M.  I  fell  in  with  and  cap¬ 
tured  L’A6feon  French  cutter  pri¬ 
vateer,  of  6  guns,  coppered,  and 
30  rnen  :  I  have  anchored  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  putting  the  prifon- 
ers  on  board  the  prifon  ftiip,  and 
getting  my  people  out  of  the  prize, 
and  fhall  weigh  again  in  a  few 
hours. 


I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Tho.  Elphinstone. 
Admiral  fir  John  Jervis,  K.  B. 
Copy  of  another  Letter  from  the 
Earl  of  St.  Vincent  to  Mr.  Ne¬ 
pean,  dated  Ville  de  Paris,  off 
Cadiz,  the  10th  of  Tulv,  170,7. 
SIR, 

I  defire  you  will  acquaint  the 
/  lords 


* 
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lords  commiffioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  that  rear-admiral  Nelfon  or¬ 
dered  a  fecond  bombardment  of 
Cadiz  on  the  night  of  the  5th,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  captain  Bowen, 
of  the  Terpfichore;  captain  Miller, 
of  the  Thefeus ;  and  captain  Wal¬ 
ler,  of  the  Emerald;  and  appointed 
Mr.  Jackfon,  mailer  of  the  Ville 
de  Paris,  to  place  the  Thunderer, 
Terror,  and  Strom bolo,  and  that 
the  bombardment  produced  confi- 
derable  effeft  in  the  town  and 
among  the  flapping  ;  ten  fail  of  the 
fine,  among  them  the  fhips  carry¬ 
ing  the  flags  of  admirals  Mezzaredo 
and  Gravina,  having  warped  out 
of  the  range  of  fheil  with  much 
precipitation  the  following  morn¬ 
ing;  and  it  is  with  great  fatisfac- 
tion  I  inform  you,  that  this  im¬ 
portant  fervice  was  effected  with 
yery  little  lofs  on  our  fide,  as  per 
enclofed  return  of  killed  and 
wounded.  The  rear-admiral  me¬ 
ditated  another  operation  on  the 
night  of  Saturday  the  8th,  under 
his  own  direction,  but  the  wind 
blew  fo  ftrong  down  the  Bay  he 
could  not  get  his  bomb  velfels  up 
to  the  point  of  attack  in  time. 

Mi*.  Hornfey,  malier’s-mate  of 
the  Seahorfe,  diflinguifhed  himfelf 
in  a  very  remarkable  manner. 

A  return  of  the  officers  and  men 
belonging  to  the  fquadron,  who 
were  killed  or  wounded  on  the 
night  of  the  5th  ioflant,  attend¬ 
ing  the  bomb  velfels,  and  at¬ 
tacking  the  Spam  hi  gun-boats. 
Victory,  Wm.  Cuming,  command-; 

,  er,  1  officer  wounded. 

Blenheim,  W.  Bowen,  commander, 
1  feaman  killed. 

Thefeus,  R.  W.  Miller,  com¬ 
mander,  1  feaman  killed  ;  2 

officer*,  $  marines  or  foldiers, 
wounded. 

Culloden,  T.  Troubridge,  com- 
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mander,  1  feaman  killed  ;  2  fear 
men  wounded. 

Irrefiftible,  G.  Martin,  command- 
er,  1  feaman  wounded. 

Audacious,  D.  Gould,  commander^ 

1  officer,  3  feamen,  wounded. 
Seahorfe,  T.  F.  Fremantle,  com¬ 
mander,  1  officer  wounded. 

Officers  Wounded. 

Victory,  Lieut.  Collins,  much 
bruifed, 

Thefeus,  John  Oldfield,  captain  of 

marines. 

Ditto,  John  Collier,  midhiipman. 
Audacious,- — — — Stephenfon,  dit¬ 
to. 

Seahorfe,  John  Hornfey,  aCting 
lieutenant. 

J.  Jervis* 

1.  A  violent  whirlwind  arofe 
upon  part  of  Balfall  common,  tak¬ 
ing  with  it  a  great  quantity  of  dung 
out  of  a  field,  that  had  been  laid 
there  for  manuring  the  ground,  and 
in  its  progrefs  darkening  the  air, 
till  it  fell  in  Kenilworth  chafe, 
which  is  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  the  former  place.  In  its  di¬ 
rection,  houfies  and  barns  were 
flripped  of  their  roofs,  and  ftrong^ 
lofty  trees  and  hedges  were  almolt 
bent  double  by  this  alarming  tor¬ 
nado.  / 

About  fix  P.  M.  a  prodigious 
florm  of  rain  and  hail  fell  at  Dob- 
crofs,  in  Saddle  worth,  attended 
with  thunder  and  lightning.  At 
the  fame  time,  a  young  man  and 
his  uncle  were  working  in  a  fmall 
dye-houfe  near  the  above  place: 
the  uncle  was  Banding  near  the 
door,  when  he  received  a  fhock 
from  the  lightning,  which  knock¬ 
ed  him  down,  tie  immediately 
got  up,  and,  turning  to  his  ne¬ 
phew,  faw  him  finking  down:  he 
ran  to  his  affiftance,  but,  to  his 
great  furprife,  found  him  quite 
dead.  The  young  man’s  hat  was 

tom 
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torn  to  pieces,  and  tlie  hair  burnt 
off  his  head ;  the  in  fide  of  his 
clothes  was  finged,  and  fome  of 
the  buttons  burnt  off  his  breeches ; 
and  the  infide  of  his  (lockings 
linged  as  if  done  by  a  hot  iron. 

•  In  many  places  the  .{form  has 
exhibited  all  the  l/iolence  of  a  tor¬ 
nado.  At  Manchefter  it  has  un¬ 
roofed  houfes,  torn  up  trees,  and 
carried  off  and  difperfed  hayricks ; 
a  man  at  plough  had  a  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  refilling  the  attra£fton  of  a 
whirlwind,  though  he  held  by  his 
frorfes. 

2.  Some  miners  from  the  tunnel 
of  the  Huddersfield  canal,  went  for 
amufement,  with  a  great  number 
of  people,  to  blow  up  a  very  large 
rock  in  Greenfield,  in  Saddleworth, 
known  by  the  name  of  Raven  Stone. 
After  many  fruitlefs  attempts,  they 
effedled  their  purpofe  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  they  tore  that  venerable 
relic  of  antiquity  from  its  ancient 
bafts.  It  fell  with  a  mod  dreadful 
craft),  and,  dividing,  took  different 
directions.  We  are  forry  to  add^ 
that  one  man  was  killed  upon  the 
fpotj  and  others  fo  much  wound¬ 
ed,  that  they  are  not  expedited  to 
recover.  The  rock  had  been  long 
admired  for  its  towering  grandeur, 
and  had  near  a  mile  to  roll  down  a 
very  fteep  eminence. 

Admiralty -office^  Aug.  5 .  This 
gazette  contains  accounts  of  the 
Capture  of  La  Vengeur  des  Fran¬ 
cois,  French  privateer,  belonging 
fo  Guadaloupe,  of  4  guns  and^yy 
men,  by  his  majefty’s  iloop  Ze¬ 
phyr; —  alfo,  the  Captain  Ihurot 
French  privateer  cutter, _  carrying 
2  brafs  6-pounderS,  4  fvvivels,  ytid 
22  men,  by  his  majefty’s  iloop  oea- 
gull,  capt.  Henry  Wry.;— alfo, 
L’ Acheron,  a  chaffe-maree,  of  28 
tons,  out  of  Morlaix,  carrying  one 
carronade  8-pounder  and  6  fwi- 
vels,  and  -40*  men,  by  heut  Puliing, 


in  the  Mary  revenue-cutter ;  —a l fo* 
Le  Duguai  Trouin,  a  French  (hip 
of  20  6-pounders,  and  127  men, 
by  the  Doris,  capt.  lord  Ranelagh ; 
—  alfo,  by  his  majefty’s  fhip  Ta¬ 
mer,  'the  following  privateer 
fchooners,  La  Jaloufe,  of  4  guns 
and  45  men ;  La  Galatea,  of  S 
guns  and  55  men;  and  La  Heureufe, 
of  2  guns  and  26  men. 

5.  Lafl  night,  about  n,  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  weftern  diflridc  of 
Argylefhire,  to  the  extent  of  up¬ 
wards  of  60  miles,  were  alarm  eel 
by  the  (hock  of  an  earthquake,  fa 
violent  in  feveral  houfes  as  to  over¬ 
turn  many  weighty  articles  of 
houfehold  furniture.  Its  duration, 
was  about  a  minute. 

Plymouth ,  Aug.  9,  Sir  Edward 
Pellew’s  fquadron  (to  which  the 
Anfon  belongs)'  were  chafed  yefter- 
day  off  Ere  ft,  by  -  a  French  fqua¬ 
dron,  confifting  of  two  fhipS  of  the 
line,  and  eight  frigates  and  cor¬ 
vettes,  who  were  very  near  retak¬ 
ing  the  Fair  American  :  cm  which' 
fir  Edward  made  the  fignai  for  the 
fquadron  to  difperfe,  and  make  the 
beft  of  their  way  into  port. —By 
the  above  veffel,  intelligence  is  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  lofs  of  the  Art  ok 
frigate,  of  38  guns,  commanded  by- 
fir  Edmund  Nagle,  near  Idle  de 
Rhe,  on  Monday,  the  7th  infant, 
by  linking  on  a  rock  at  high  wa¬ 
ter,  while  looking  into  Rochelle* 
Happily  all  the  officers  and  crew 
were  faved  by  the  Britifh  fquadron. 
They  are  arrived  in  the  Anfon. 
From  the  London  Gazette,  Aug. 

Parliame?it-Jireety  Aug .  14,  t  79?* 

Difpatches,  of  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  are  copies^  have  been  this  day 
received  by  the  right  hon.  Henry 
D Lindas,  one  of  his  majefty’s  prin¬ 
cipal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  from 
lieutenant-general  Simcoe,  com¬ 
manding  his  majefty’s  troops  in  the 
ifland  of  St,  Domingo. 

Port 
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Port  au  Prince,  June  20,  1797. 
SIR, 

I  do  my  fell  the  honour  of  in- 
clofmg  brigadier-general  Church¬ 
ill’s  report  of  the  attack  made  by 
the  enemy  on  the  Grand  Anfe,  and 
the  repnlfe  they  met  with  in  that 
quarter. 

The  brigadier-general  acknow¬ 
ledges,  in  the  ftrongeffi  manner,  the 
important  fervices  which  captain 
Ricketts,  of  the  Magicienne,  with 
the  fquadron  under  his  command, 
effedled  in  the  definition  of  the 
veflels  of  the  enemy  in  Carcafle 
Bay. 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  G.  Simcoe. 
Riaht  Hoii.  Henrv  Dundas, 

&e,  &c. 

Jeremie ,  April  30,  1797. 

SIR, 

The  republican  general  Rigaud 
thinking  the  moment  favourable  to 
make  a  fecond  attempt  on  Irois, 
colle&ed  his  very  bed  troops,  to 
the  amount  of  1200  men  :  on  the 
Bight  of  the,  20th  of  April,  at 
twc'lve  o’clock,  they  attempted  to 
florm  the  fort,  in  which  was  Only 
at  the  time  five  and  twenty  of  the 
17th  infantry,  with  their  officers, 
commanded  'by  lieutenant  Talbot 
of  the  8  2d  regiment,  and  about  26 
colonial  artillery-men,  commanded 
•by  captain  Brueil.  The  attack  was 
QE.e  of  the  mod  formidable  and 
determined  I  ever  heard  of,  they 
returning  to  the  charge  three  fe ve¬ 
nd  times  with  fticli  increafed  vi¬ 
gour,  that  many  of  them  were  kill¬ 
ed  in  the  fort  ;  but,  to  the  immor¬ 
tal  honour  of  its  brave  defenders, 
they  were  -rcpulfed  with  equal  cou¬ 
rage  and  intrepidity,  which  gave 
time  to  colonel  Dagrefs,  with  35c 
men  of  prince  Edward’s  black 
chaffieurs,  to  gain  the  fort  from 
the  Bourg  below,  from  whence,  in¬ 
deed,  they  were  obliged  to  cut  their 
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way.  This  reinforcement  faved 
the  place,  for  it  would  have  been 
impoffible  for  the  Engliffi  and  can¬ 
noneers  to  have  withftood  much 
longer  the  perfevering  and  reiterat¬ 
ed  attacks  of  the  molt  daring  and 
defperate  enemy,  which  never 
ceafed  until  morning,  when  they 
retired  (leaving  the  fort  furrounded 
with  their  dead)  to  I  higher  ground, 
where  they  made  a  Band,  in  fpite 
of  a  fortie  that  was  immediately 
made  with  fome  advantage.  Here 
they  continued  till  the  22d  in  lb. 
when  they  made  an  incurfion  into 
the  interior  of  our  cordon,  took 
and  burnt  the  Bourg  dance  Marie, 
and  made  an  attack  upon  the  fort 
of  L’lflefo  from  whence  they  were 
driven  with  great  lofs.  In  the 
mean  time  they  were  making  every 
difpofition  for  a  regular  fiege  of 
Irois,  when,  fortunately,  the  Magi¬ 
cienne  frigate  attacked  their  fmali 
fleet  in  the  Bay  des  Carcafles,  funk 
three  of  their  barges,  and  took 
two  fchooners,  all  loaded  with  can¬ 
non  and  military  ftores  for  the 
flege.  The  lofs  in  their  various  at¬ 
tacks  is  generally  eftimated  at  1000 
men,  it  cannot  be  lefs  than  800  j 
before  Irois  alone  were  found  up¬ 
wards  of  200  bodies,  among  which 
were  manv  whites  and  mulattoes. 
Our  lofs  was  trifling  indeed,  con¬ 
futing  only  of  three  privates  kill¬ 
ed  ;  but  I  have  to  lament  lieute¬ 
nant  Talbot  of  the  82d  regiment, 
an  officer  of  the  moft  extraordinary 
bravery  and  good  conduct,  and 
lieutenant  Colville  of  the  black 
chaffieurs,  the  only  perfon  wound¬ 
ed,  and  fince  dead.  My  mofl 
pleafing  talk,  fir,  is  to  bear  tefli- 
mony  of  the  courage,  alacrity  and 
fpirit  with  which  all  the  troops  di- 
flinguifhed  themfelvcs  in  the  va¬ 
rious  combats,  particularly  Monf. 
de  Brueil,  commanding  the  artille¬ 
ry,  whom  I  beg  leave  to  recom¬ 
mend 
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mend  to  your  favour  and  protec¬ 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed) 

Geo.  Churchill,  Brig-Gen. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Simcoe. 

Port  au  Prince ,  June  20,  179 7* 
SIR, 

I  do  mvfelf  the  honour  of  in¬ 
forming  you,  that,  on  various  con- 
fiderations  of  great  military  im¬ 
portance,  I  determined  to  re-pof- 
fefs  mvfelf  of  the  poft  of  Mireba- 
lais  :  in  confequence,  I  collected 
the  forces,  and  calling  brigadier- 
general  Churchill  from  the  Grand 
Anfe,  gave  him  the  command, 
with  directions  to  execute  a  plan 
that  colonel  La  Pointe,  from  whom 
I  have  experienced  the  raoft  friend¬ 
ly  and  aCtive  afiiftance,  had  ably 
digefted. 

The  brigadier-general’s  letter, 
which  I  beg  permiflion  to  inclofe, 
will  inform  you  of  the  fuccefs  of 
this  expedition  ;  but  I  have  to  re¬ 
gret,  that,  from  fome  delay  of  the 
columns,  they  did  not  move  with 
that  exactitude  and  concert  I  had 
hoped,  by  which  circumftance  a 
confiderable  objeCt  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  failed  of  fuccefs ;  for  it  was 
my  intention  to  accord  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  his  majefty’s  arms,  in 
the  belt  manner  poffible,  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  thefe  diftriCts,  by  di¬ 
recting  the  troops,  in  their  different 
routes,  to  march  with  a  fecrecy  and 
rapidity  that  might  enfure  on  all 
fides  the  furprifal  of  the  enemy, 
compel  them  to  a  hafty  retreat, 
and,  driving  them  before  them, 
might  prevent  their  having  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  burning  the  planta¬ 
tions,  as  had  recently  happened  at 
Jeremie,  or  from  carrying  off  the 
negroes  and  property  beyond  the 
Ambonite,  at  this  time  fo  fxvollen 
by  the  rainy  feafon,  as  to  render 
any  paffage  over  it  difficult  and  pre¬ 


carious.  But  I  have  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  from  the  report  of  colonel 
Depefire,  who  commands  in  that 
quarter,  that  many  of  the  negroes 
will  efcape  and  return  to  their 
plantations;  many  were  left  upon 
them  ;  and  I  learn  with  pleafure 
that  the  enemy  had  not  the  ti'me  or 
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means  to  remove  the  coffee  from 
the  plantations  in  the  Grand  Boisy 
which  is  daily  coming  into  Port  an 
Prince. 

As  the  troops  were  on  their 
march  to  their  defiined  canton¬ 
ments  in  the  Arcahaye  Mountains  to 
prated  St.  Marc's  from  an  attack 
preparing  againft  it  at  Gonaives,  I 
received  information  of  that  town's 
being  befieged.  The  greater  part 
of  the  army,  affeiubled  under  the 
command  of  general  Churchill,  by 
forced  marches,  proceeded  to  its 
afiiftance;  and  as  the  retaking  the 
Mirebalais  was  unexpe&ed  by  the 
enemy,  it  had  not  only  a  tendency 
to  difconcert  their  mea hires,  but, 
as  I  had  forefeen,  gave  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  offending  a  confiderabl^ 
detachment  by  fea  from  the  plain 
of  the  Cul  de  Sac  to  the  immediate 
afiiftance  of  St.  Marc’s,  without 
hazard. 

At  the  fame  time  colonel  the 
count  de  Rouvray,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  300  men,  was  detached  to 
ffrike  at  a  camp  of  the  brigands  in 
the  mountains  on  the  fide  of  Leo- 
gane.  The  energy  and  activity  of 
this  officer  overcame  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  the  fituation  ;  he  effectually 
burned  the  camp  and  beat  the  ene¬ 
my  from  their  feveral  polls,  killing 
between  40  and  50;  and  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Grenier  with  the  lofs  of 
two  men  killed  and  feven  wound¬ 
ed. 

The  enemy,  having  attacked  and 
carried  fome  cf  the  out-poffs  of 
St.  Marc,  began  the  fiege  of  that 
important  place,  but  were  forty- 
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nately  driven  from  befo.re  it  with 
very  confiderable  lofs.  In  the  fuc- 
cefsful  defence  of  St.  Marc,  the 
Undaunted  and  adlive  courage,  and 
the  military  conduct  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Cochereil  have  merited 
my  fullefl  approbation. 

I  have  the' honour  to  be, 

With  the.utmoft  refpecft,  £:c. 

J.  Go  Simcoe. 

Mirebalais^  Jime  2,  1^79 y. 
SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that,  after  giving  previous  orders 
to  colonel  Deffiources  to  proceed 
with  his  column,  in  the  morning 
of  the  30th  ult.  to  his  deftined  poll 
of  La  Selle,  where,  according  to 
your  excellency’s  inftrudtion,  he 
was  enabled  to  take  poll,  I  moved 
forward  with  the  centre  column, 
tinder  colonel  Depeftre.  We  ar¬ 
rived,  after  two  very  hot  days’ 
march,  at  Port  Mitchell,  not  quite 
completed,  and  occupied  by  about 
50  of  the  enemy,  who  retired  on 
bur  approach.  In  the  evening  we 
difcovered  a  column  of  troops  de- 
fcending  the  hills  on  cur  left,  where 
they  encamped.  A  detachment  of 
cavalry  was  immediately  lent  to  re¬ 
connoitre  them  ;  they  proved  to  be 
colonel  DdTources’  column.  This 
officer  was  unable,  from  the  bad- 
iiefs  ©f  the  roads,  and  the  heavy 
rains  which  we  have  had  every 
evening,  to  proceed  to  the  place  of 
his  deftinatidn;  he  therefore,  in  a 
very  proper  and  foldierftike  maii- 
mer,  marched  and  joined  us ; 
which,  in  fome  meafure,  defeated 
your  original  plan  of  cutting  off 
the  enemy’s  retreat  by  La  Selle ; 
but  I  cannot  help  deeming  this 
junction  rather  a  fortunate  circum- 
fiance,  as  it  enabled  us  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  a  very  advanta¬ 
geous  pofition  they  had  taken  the 
.next  day,  to  difpute  our  paffiage, 
Which,  from  their  fuperiority  of 
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numbers  (about  1200  men,  with 
three  pieces  of  cannon),  muft,  ill 
all  probability,  have  cofl  us  a  num¬ 
ber  of  valuable  lives  to  have  car¬ 
ried  ;  but  this  additional  fit ength 
gave  us  an  eafy  vidlory  ;  for  11b 
fooner  did  they  perceive  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  infantry  and  cavalry; 
which  I-  fent  to  gain  the  heights 
and  turn  their  flank,  than  they  im¬ 
mediately  lied  in  the  utmoft  confu- 
fion,  and  with  fuch  precipitation, 
that  though  lieutenant-colonel  Car¬ 
ter,  with  the  detachments  of  the 
14th,  1 8th,  and  21ft  Britifh  light 
dragoons,  purfued  them  with  that 
alacrity  and  fpirit  which  has  ever 
diftinguifhed  him,  he  could  only 
come  up  with  a  very  few.  He  fuc- 
ceeded,  however,  in  driving  a  great 
many  into  the  river  Artibonite? 
mofl  of  whom  periflied,  and  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  take  two 
of  their  guns,  with  their  ammuni¬ 
tion,  mules,  Sic.  & c.  The  third 
was  moil  probably  loft  in  the  ri¬ 
ver,  the  carriage  being  left  behind. 
We  found  the  fort  in  the  Bourg  of 
Mirebalais  as  perfect  as  it  had  ever 
been,  and  in  no  manner  deftroyed. 

We  did  not  fee  colonel  Bazii 
and  his  column  till  near  an  houi^ 
after  we  were  i'n  pofteffion  of 
Mirebalais;  he  was,  however,  at. 
the  place  appointed?  and  had  the 
enemy  made  any  ftand,  would  have 
fallen  on  their  rear,  and  have 
enabled  us,  no  doubt,  to  have 
given  a  better  account  of  them. 

Although  the  adtion,  -from  the 
rapid  retreat  of  the  enemy,  wag 
very  fliort,  yet,  fir,  I  have  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  to  inform  you  that  time 
enough  was  given  to  evince  as 
much  alacrity  and  fpirit  to  enter 
it,  both  in  the  officers  and  men, 
as  I  ever  remember  to  have  wit- 
11  efied. 

I  enclofe  a  return  of  the  artillery 
and  ammunition  feftad  in  gbe  fort 

rf 
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of  IVfirebalais ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
inform  your  excellency  that  the  re- 
pofieffion  of  this  important  poll 
and  diftrift  was'  effected  without 
lofs,  one  ferjeant  and  one  private 
of  the  dragoons  being  all  our 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

G.  Churchill,  brig.  gen. 
Lieut,  gen.  Simcoe,  &c.  Sec. 

Return  of  ordnance  and  ordnance 
Lores  taken  in  the  fort  of  Mire- 
balafis,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1797. 
2  French  eight-pounders,  badly 
fpiked,  fince  unfpiked  and  ren¬ 
dered  ferviceable'. 

2.  Six-pounders,  ferviceable. 
z  Two-pounders,  ditto. 

A  large  proportion  of  (hot  for  the 
above  ordnance,  of  every  deferip- 
tion  ;  the  ammunition  not  afeer- 
tained,  but  it  is  dated  to  be  da¬ 
maged. 

G.  Churchill,  brig.  gen. 
15.  A  daring  mutiny  on  board 
the  St.  George  man  of  war,  of  96 
guns,  capt.  Peard,  one  of  lord  Vin¬ 
cent’s  fleet,  was  lately  quelled  by 
the  fpirit  and  aftivitv  of  her  com¬ 
mander  and  his  firft  lieutenant, 
whofe  conduit  on  the  occafion, 
while  it  exhibits  a  glorious  exam¬ 
ple  to  the  officers  of  our  navy,  en¬ 
titles  them  to  the  thank6  and  gra¬ 
titude  of  their  country.  Three 
men,  who  had  been  fentenced  to 
fuffier  death  for  mutinous  behavi¬ 
our  in  fome  other  (hip,  were  fent 
on  board  the  St.  George  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted.  The  crew,  on  the  arrival 
of  the  prifoners,  drew  up  a  rernon- 
Itrance  in  their  favour,  and  begged 
of  capt.  Peard  to  intercede  in  their 
behalf  with  the  admiral  of  the 
fleet.  The  captain  replied,  that  he 
ihould  lay  their  prayer  before  lord 
St.  Vincent ;  and,  in  purfuance  of 
his  promife,  he  loft  no  time  in  ftib- 
mitting  the  remonftrance  to  the 
admiral. — -The  noble  earl’s  an- 
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fwer  was,  that  he  confidered  the 
fentence  of  the  mutineers  as  found¬ 
ed  upon  folid  juftice  and  imperious 
neceffity,  and  Confequentlv  he 
could  not  think  of  retracing  the 
fanftion  which  he  had  given  to  the 
judgment  of  the  court-martial,  by 
whom  thev  had  been  convifted. 

a  4 

Upon  this  determination  being 
made  known  to  rhe  people  of  the 
St.  George,  the  ftrongeft  fymptoms 
of  dillatisfaftion  were  manifefted 
by  them.  Obferving  their  conduft, 
the  captain  took  the  precaution  of 
watching  their  proceedings  with  the 
utmoft  ftriftnefs ;  and  very  foom 
difeovered,  by  means  of  an  honefb 
tar,  that  they  had  ^entered  into  a 
^efolution  of  feizing  the  fliip,  de¬ 
posing  the  officers,  and  liberating 
their  condemned  companions.  The 
evening  previous  to  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  for  carrying  into  e  fie  ft  the 
fentence  of  the  court-martial'  was 
the  time  fixed  upon  to  put  their 
plan  in  force.  Captain  Pe^rd  fee¬ 
ing  the  crew  afiemble  in  the  waite, 
immediately  approached,  and  ad- 
■  d  re  fled  them  to  the  following  ef- 
feft  :  — 4  I  am  perfectly  aware  of 
your  intentions,  and  fnall  oppofe 
them  .at  the  rifk  of  my  life.  You 
have  determined  to  refill  the  au¬ 
thority  of  your  officers ;  I  am  re¬ 
fill  ved  to  do  my  duty,,  and  to  en¬ 
force  a  drift  obedience  to  my  or¬ 
ders.  I  am  fenfible  that  you  are, 
for  the  mod  part,  the  viftims  of 
.delufion;  I  know  the  ringleaders, 
and  do  not  hefitate  to  avow  my 
intentions  of  bringing  them  to 
juftice.  I  command  you  to  dif- 
perfe,  and  to  return  to  your  duty.’ 
Finding  this  addrefs  did  not  pro¬ 
duce  the  defined  effeft,  the  captain 
inftantly  rulhed  in  amid  the  crowd, 
accompanied  only  by  his  firft  lieu¬ 
tenant,  bravely  feized  two  of  the 
people,  whom  he  knew  to  be  the 
promoters  of  the  confpiracy,  drag- 
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ged  them  out  by  main  force,  and 
put  them  in  irons,  without  expe¬ 
riencing  the  flighted:  re(iftance  from 
the  crew  ;  and  fuch  was  the  gallant 
fpirit  and  determined  courage  dis¬ 
played  by  him  on  the  occafion, 
that  order  was  immediately  re- 
ftored,  by  the  remainder  of  the 
men  retiring  to  their  refpeCive  fta- 
tiont  The  three  conviCs  were 
next  morning  hanged  at  the  yard 
arm,  agreeably  to  their  Sentence, 
in  the  pfefeilce  of  the  repentant 
crew,  whofe  conduit  from  that 
time  was  marked  with  a  becoming 
fubmiflion’and  Subordination.  The 
two  irmtinous  fe.imen  remained  in 
cuftody,  till  Friday  and  Saturday, 
July  7th  and  8th,  when,  after  a 
moil  impartial  hearing,  they  were 
condemned,  and  executed  the  next 
morning,  Sunday,  the  Qth.  The 
following  judicious  order  was  given 
©ut  by  the  admiral,  on  the  Satur¬ 
day  night  previous  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  : 

General  order.  —  4  Every  fh ip  in 
the  fleet  is  to  Send  two  boats,  with 
an  officer  in  each,  and  two  ma¬ 
rines  or  Soldiers  properly  armed  in 
each  boat  on  board  his  majefty’s 
Ship  the  St.  George,  at  half  paft 
Seven  to-morrow  morning,  to  at¬ 
tend  a  punifhment.  The  Sentence 
is  to  be  carried  into  execution  by 
the  crew  of  the  St.  George  alone, 
and  no  part  of  the  boats’  crews  of 
other  iliips,  as  is  ufual  on  flmilar 
©ecafions,  are  to  aflift  in  this  pain¬ 
ful  Service ;  in  order  to  mark  the 
high  fenfe  the  commander  in  chief 
entertains  of  the  loyalty,  fidelity, 
and  Subordination  of  the  reft  of  the 
fleet,  which  he  will  not  fail  to 
make  known  to  the  lords  com- 
rmftioners  of  the  admiralty,  and  re- 
queft  their  lordfliips  to-  lay  it  be¬ 
fore  the-  king.  This  memorandum 
is  to  be  read  to  the  fliips’  com¬ 
panies.’ 


!  I  P  A  L  [Atxguff, 

The  firft  lieutenant  has  fince 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  ma¬ 
iler  and  commander,  as  a  juft  tri¬ 
bute  to  his  acknowledged  merit. 

16.  Yefterday  morning,  about 
eight  o’clock,  a  Special  jury  was 
afiembled  at  Warwick,  and  the 
caufe  of  the  king  \ierJus  Binns, 
which  had  excited  considerable  at¬ 
tention,  was  tried  before  Mr.  juS- 
tice  A  hhurft.  Mr.  Percival,  afiift- 
ed  by  five  other  counfel,  conduc¬ 
ed  the  pr.ofecution,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mr.  White,  Solicitor  to 
the  fcreafury ;  Mr.  Romiley,  affifted 
by  Meftrs.  Reader  and  Fletcher, 
undertook  the  defence. 

It  appeared  that  the  Sentences 
composing  the  charge  had  been 
abftraCted  from  different  parts  of 
the  fpeech  which  Binns  delivered, 
and  fo  put  together  in  the  indict¬ 
ment  as  to  convey  a  meaning  high¬ 
ly  Seditious ;  for  it  ftated,  that  he 
had  Said,  that 1  force  was  juftifiable 
to  obtain  a  reform  in  parliament/ 
But  it  was  Sworn  by  five  witnefles, 
that  his  words  were,  ‘  If  attempts 
were  made  to  deprive  the  people 
of  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  the  prefs,  that  then  k  would 
be  laudable  to  oppofe  it  by  force/ 
— 4  Thus,’  Said  Mr.  Romiley, c  the 
words  were  applied  to  a  mere  hy- 
pothefis,  and  nor  refpeCting  a  re¬ 
form  in  parliament..  When  the 
words  are  thus  applied,  they  are  far 
from  importing  any  thing  crimi¬ 
nal  ;  nay,  (continued  the  counfelj 
to  Support  by  force  the  trial  by 
jury,  and  the  liberty  of- the  prefs, 
againft  the  attacks  of  government, 
is  juftifiable,  according  to  Black- 
ftone/  Here  the  learned  counfel 
read  a  quotation  from  Blackftone’s 
Commentaries. —  Mr.  Percival  re¬ 
plied. 

The  trial  lafted  near  eleven  hoiio 
anft  a  half,  when  the  jury  retired, 
and,,  after  deliberating  about  two- 
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hours  and  three  quarters,  followed 
the  judge  to  his  lodgings,  and  de¬ 
livered  a  verdid  of  — ■  Not, guilty. 

20.  Yefterday,  the  coronef’s  in* 
queft  was  taken  on  the  body  of 
the  righthon.  Harvey  Redmond  vif- 
count  Mountmorres,  who,  on  Fri¬ 
day  morning  la  ft,  (hot  himfelf  at 
his  lodgings,  In  York-ftreet,  St. 
James’s  fq'uare,  and  brought  in  their 
verdidt  — Lunacy. 

It  appeared,  on  evidence,  that 
his  lordfliip’s  physician  had  been 
with  him  the  preceding  day,  when 
a  converfation  took  place  refpedf- 
ing  his  lordfliip’s  departure  for  Ire¬ 
land,  when  he  appeared  particu¬ 
larly-  gloomy,  and.  lamented  the 
miferies  of  his  unhappy  country, 
and  the  portentous  cloud  that  over¬ 
hung  its  politics.  —  So  agitated  was 
he  at  the  recital,  that  his  phyfician 
endeavoured  to  difluade  him  from 
his  intended  journey,  in  the  de¬ 
ranged  Hate  of  mind  and  body  he 
then  appeared  to  experience.  This 
advice  had  very  little  weight  with  his 
lord  fhip,  for,  after  taking  the  medi¬ 
cine  prescribed,  he  d refled  himfelf 
for  the  journey,  and  had  made  all 
things  ready.  It  is  fuppofed  that 
the  derangement  increafing,  he  did 
not  go  to  bed,  but  fat  up  the  whole 
of  the  night,  and  in  the  morning 
committed  the  fatal  a£t  of  fuicide, 
by  difcharging  the  piftol  in  his 
mouth. 

Admiralty -office,  Aug .  21.  This 
gazette  contains  accounts  of  the 
capture  of  La  Vidtorine,  French 
fchooner  privateer,  pierced  for  16 
guns,  and  82  men,  by  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  fhip  Santa  Margaritta,  capt. 
Parker;  —  alfo,  D’Klyne  Sperwer, 
Dutch  privateer,  of  6  guns,  and 
28  men,  twenty  of  whom  efcaped 
in  their  boats,  by  his  majefty’s 
floops  Nautilus  and  Sea-Gull,  and 
Ipng  George  and  Fox  cutters ;  — 
alfo,  the  Unity  Dutch  fchooner 


privateer,  of  10  guns,  and  tjo  men, 
with  her  prizes,  an  Engiifli  fhip 
and  brig,  by  his  majefty’s  fhip 
Proferpine,  capt.  Lake;  —  alfo,  Le 
Lynx,  French  lugger  privateer,  of 
14  guns,  and  50  men,  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  floop  Stork,  capt.  Pearfon; 
—  and  the  recaptures  of  the  Char¬ 
lotte  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Nep¬ 
tune  of  Greenock,  by  his  majefty’s 
fhip  Magnanime. 

22.  This  gazette  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  capture  of  the  Pro¬ 
digy  French  brig  privateer,  pierced 
for  18  guns,  mounting  14,  and  87 
men,  by  his  majefty’s  floop  Efpeigle, 
capt.  Boorder;  —  alfo.  a  French 
lugger  privateer,  of  10  guns  (only 
4  of  which  were  mounted),  and 
34  men,  called  the  Revenge,  by 
the  Refolution  hired  lugger,  Mr. 
George  Broad  commander. 

26.  This  gazette  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  capture  of  the  Fil- 
buftier  privateer  brig,  of  12  guns 
and  104  men,  by  his  majefly’s  fhip 
Maidftone,  capt.  Matthews  ; — alfo, 
Le  Batave,  of  12  guns,  and  34 
men,  by  his  majefty’s  fhip  Roe¬ 
buck,  capt.  Burrows. 

29.  This  gazette  contains  an 
account  of  the  capture  of  Le  Tier- 
celet  French  fchooner  privateer,  of 
8  guns,  10  fwivels,  and  47  men, 
copper  bottomed,  (together  with 
the  Profperity  of  London,  which 
the  privateer  had  Captured  three 
days  before,)  by  his  maje’fty’s  fhip 
Magnanime,  capt.  de  Courcy. 

Bath ,  Aug.  30.  At  the  yearly 
conference  of  the  methodift  preach¬ 
ers  and  delegates  from  the  princi¬ 
pal  focieties  in  the  kingdom,  late¬ 
ly  held  at  Leeds,  they  came  to  a 
refolution,  that  if  any  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  focieties  fhould  main¬ 
tain  and  propagate  opinions  ini¬ 
mical  to  the  civil  government  and 
eftablifhed  religion  of  the  country, 
they  fhould  no  longer  be  confider- 
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ed  as  haying  fellowfhip  or  con¬ 
nexion  with  them,  but,  that  ail 
fuch  fliould  be  defired  quietly  to 
withdraw  themfelves  from  the  fo- 
cieties :  which,  if  they  refuted  to 
do,  and  continued  to  aX  contrary 
to  the  fpirit  of  this  refolution,  that 
then  they  fliould  be  forthwith  ex¬ 
pelled  ;  it  being  unanimoufly  de¬ 
termined  that  the  focieties  fliould 
not  become  a  nurfery  of  fedition, 

j  7 

or  acknowledge  the  difturbers  of 
the  public  weak 

SEPTEMBER. 

Admiralty-office,  Sept .  2.  Copy 
of  a  letter  from  vice-admiral  Kingf- 
mill,  to  Evan  Nepean,  efq.  dated 
on  board  L’Engageante,  at  Cork, 
the  27th  of  Auguft,  1797. 

SIR, 

I  herewith  tranfmit,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  mv  lords  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  admiralty,  a  letter  to  me 
from  capt.  Pulling,  of  his  majefty’s 
floop  Penguin,  containing  particu¬ 
lars  relative  to  a  capital  brig  priva¬ 
teer,  and  a  prize  fhe  had  made  of 
the  brig  Exprefs,  of  Dartmouth, 
bound  to  Newfoundland,  both  of 
which  he  has  brought  in  here. 

R.  Kingsmill. 

Penguin ,  Cork  Harbour ,  Aug.  33. 

SIR, 

i  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  on  the  21ft  inflant,  in 
lat.  48  deg.  3©  min.  north  long.  8 
deg.  weft,  being  on  the  larboard 
tack,  with  the  wind  eafterly,  blow¬ 
ing  hard,  at  half  paft  eight  A.  M.  faw 
two  fail  a-head,  {landing  towards 
us,  with  every  appearance  of  being 
cruizers.  At  half  paft  nine,  hav¬ 
ing  weathered  us  about  a  mile, 
they  bore  down,  the  head  mo  ft  un¬ 
der  Englifh  colours,  but  very  foon 
difcovered  themfelves  to  be  the 
enemy,  when  we  opened  our  lire, 
which  obliged  them  to  haul  up 


again  on  the  ftarboard  tack :  wore 
immediately,  keeping  under  their 
lee,  with  a  conftant  fire  at  Toth, 
At  three  quarters  paft  nine  the 
fternmoft  ftruck,  and  hove-to,  but 
the  fea  running  too  high  to  take 
immediate  poflefiion  of  her,  and 
finding  the  other  of  much  more 
confequence,  who  was  making 
every  endeavour  to  efcape,  I  con¬ 
tinued  the  purfuit,  when,  after  an 
hour  and  forty  minutes  running 
fire,  having  fliot  away  her  main- 
top-maft,  flic  ftruck,  and  at  nine 
took  poffeffion  of  her.  Found  her 
to  be  L’Oifeau  French  privateer, 
of  18  guns  (pierced1  for  20),  xo 
9-pounders,  and  2  long  French 
twelves,  with  119  men  on  board. 
At  half  paft  meridian,  wore,  and 
made  fail  after  the  other,  who  by 
this  time  was  nearly  out  of  fight, 
endeavouring  to  get  off.  At  four 
brought  her  to,  and  took  poffef- 
fion,  finding  her  to  be  the  Exprefs, 
of  Dartmouth,  prize  to  L’Oifeau, 
formerly  L’Appocrate  French  pri¬ 
vateer,  of  12  guns,  taken  a  few 
months  ago;  L’Oifeau  is  quite 
new-Tuilt,  for  a  corvette,  launched 
in  June  laft,  and  coppered.  Her 
length  of  keel  73  feet,  of  gun-deck 
87  feet,  and  breadth  of  beam  25 
feet :  her  firft  cruize  from  Nantz, 
out  34  days,  and  had  taken  two 
other  veffels.  She  has  been  chafed 
five  times  before  by  his  majefty’s 
frigate^,  but  always  maintained  a 
decided  fuperiority  of  failing;  fpares 
the  Penguin  at  leaft  one-third  of 
her  canvas;  and  we  are  much  in¬ 
debted  to  their  diforder,  and  a  high 
fea,  for  our  fuccefs.  She  had  one 
man  killed,  and  five  wounded.  I 
beg  leave  to  exprefs  the  warmeft 
approbation  of  the  conduX  of  my 
firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Geo.  Neat 

Tremlett,  with  every  officer  and 
*  * 

man  in  his  majefty’s  (loop  I  have 
tiie  honour  to  command,  for  their 

zeal 
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zeal  and  fleady  exertion  during  the 
chace,  working  the  guns  knee-high 
in  water  for  upwards  of  an  hour 
and  a  half,  carrying  a  great  prefs 
of  fail,  with  a  heavy  fea  making 
fair  breaches  conftantlv  over  us. 

J.  K.  Pulling. 

The  fame  gazette  announces 
the  capture  of  the  JL’Eclair,  French 
rivateer  of  14  guns,  and  108  men, 
y  lord  A.  Beauclerk  of  the  Dryad, 
and  of  a  lugger  and  brig  by  capt. 
Payne  of  the  Impetueux. 

Admiralty -office.  Sept.  2,  179  7. 

Captain  Waller,  of  his  majefty’s 
fliip  Emerald,  arrived  here  yefter- 
day  with  difpatches  from  admiral 
lord  St.  Vincent  to  Evan  Nepean, 
efq.  fecretary  of  the  admiralty,  of 
which  the  following  are  extracts  : 

Ville  de  Paris ,  off  Cadiz,  Augujl 
16,  1797- 

SIR, 

I  defire  you  will  acquaint  the 
lords  commiffioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  that  I  detached  rear-admiral 
Nelfon,  and  the  fquadron  named 
in  the  margin  *4  with  orders  to 
make  an  attempt  upon  the  town  of 
Santa  Cruz,  in  the  ifland  of  Tene¬ 
rife,  which,  from  a  variety  of  in¬ 
telligence,  I  conceived  was  vul¬ 
nerable.  On  Saturday  the  1  rth  of 
July,  the  rear-admiral  parted  com¬ 
pany,  and  011  Tuefday  the  1 8th, 
the  Leander  having  Joined  from 
Lifbon,  I  fent  her  after  the  rear-ad¬ 
miral,  under  inftr'udtions  left  by 
him. 

The  Emerald  joined  vefterday, 
with  the  inclofed  difpatch  and  re¬ 
ports  from  the  rear-admrral  ;  and 
although  the  enterprife  has  not  fuc- 
ceeded,  his  majefty’s  arms  have 
acquired  a  very  great  degree  of 
luftre  :  nothing  from  my  pen  can 
add  to  the  eulogy  the  rear-admiral 
gives  of  the  gallantry  of  the  of- 

*  Thefeus,  Cullodea,  Zealous,  Seahorfe, 


fleers 'and  men  employed  under 
him.  I  have  greatly  to  lament  the 
heavy  lofs  the  country  has  fuftain- 
ed  in  the  fevere  wound  of  rear- 
admiral  Nelfon,  and  the  death  of 
captain  Richard  Bowen,  lieutenant 
Gib/on,  and  the  other  brave  officers 
and  men  who  fell  in  this  vigorous 
and  perfevering  aftault. 

The  moment  the  rear-admiral 
joins,  it  is  my  intention  to  lend  the 
Seahorfe  to  England  with  him,  the 
wound  captain  Fremantle  has  re¬ 
ceived  in  his  arm  alfo,  requiring 
change  of  climate  ;  and  I  hope  that 
both  of  them  will  live  to  render 
important  fervices  to  their  king  and 
country. 

I  am,  fir,  your  moft  obedient 
humble  feryant, 

St.  Vincent. 

Thejeus ,  off  Santa  Cruz ,  July  27, 

•  1 797* 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  to 
make  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  town 
of  Santa  Cruz,  in  the  ifland  of 
TenerifFe,  I  diredled,  from  the 
(hips  under  my  command,  one 
thou fand  men,  including  marines, 
to  be  prepared  for  landing,  Under 
the  direction  of  capt.  Trou bridge, 
of  his  majefty’s  fliip  Culloden, 
and  captains  Hood,  Thompfon, 
Freemantle,  Bowen,  Miller,  and 
Waller,  who  very  handfomely  vo¬ 
lunteered  their  fervices  ;  and  al¬ 
though  I  am  under  the  painful  ne- 
ceffity  of  acquainting  you  that  vve 
have  not  been  able  to  fucceed  in 
our  attack,  yet  it  is  my  duty  to 
ftate,  that  I  believe  more  daring  in¬ 
trepidity  never  was  ffiewn  than  by 
the  captains,  officers,  and  men  you 
did  me  the  honour  to  place  under 
my  command. 

Inclofed  I  tranfmit  to  you  a  lift 
of  killeft  and  wounded  ;  and  a- 

Emerald,  Terpfichore,  Fox  (lit)  cutter. 
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mongft  the  former  it  is  with  the 
deepeft  forrow  I  have  to  place  the 
name  of  captain  Richard  Bowen,  of 
his  majefty’s  fh ip  Terpfi chore,  than 
whom  a  more  enterpriftng,  able, 
and  gallant  officer,  does  not  grace 
his  majefty’s  naval  fervice ;  and 
with  great  regret  I  have  to  mention 
the  lofs  of  lieutenant  John  Gibfon, 
commander  of  the  Fox  cutter,  and 
a  great  number  of  gallant  officers 
and  men. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Koratiq  Nelson. 
Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Lift  of  killed,  wounded,  drowned 
and  miffing,  of  his  majefty’s 
fhips  undermentioned,  in  ftorm- 
ing  Santa  Cruz,  in  the  iftand  of 
Ten eri fife,  on  the  night  of  the 
24th  of  July,  1797. 

Thefeus  —  8  feamen,  4  marines, 
killed  ;  25  feamen  wounded  ;  34 
feamen  and  marines  drowned. 
Culloden —  1  feaman,  2  marines, 
killed;  12  feamen,  6  marines, 
wounded;  36  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  drowned. 

jealous  —  3  feamen,  2  marines, 
kill  d ;  19  feamen,  2  marines, 
wounded. 

Leander — 1  feaman,  5 ''marines, 
killed ;  1  feaman,  4  marines, 

wounded;  1  ditto  miffing. 
Seahorfe  —  2  feamen  killed;  13 
feamen  and  1  marine,  wounded. 
Terpfic  hore  —  8  feamen  killed;  9 
feamen,  2  marines,  wounded  ; 
4  feamen  and  marines  miffing. 
Emerald.  —  .3  feamen,  3  marines, 
killed;  ii  feamen  wounded; 
10  feamen  and  marines  drown¬ 
ed. 

Fox  Cutter' — 17  feamen  and  ma- 

'  rines  drowned. 

Total  —  28  feamen,  16  marines, 
killed  ;  90  feamen,  13  marines, 
wounded;  97  feamen  and  ma¬ 


rines  drowned  ;  3  feamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  nulling. 

Officers  killed  —  Richard  Bowen, 
captain  of  the  Terpfichore ; 
George  Thorpe,  firft  lieutenant 
of  ditto;  John  Weatherhead, 
lieutenant  of  the  Thefeus  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Earnihaw,  fecond  lieutenant 
of  the  Leander ;  Raby  Robin- 
fon,  lieutenant  of  marines,  of 
ditto  ;  lieutenant  Bafham,  ma¬ 
rines,  of  the  Emerald;  lieutenant 
John  Gibfon,  of  the  Fox  Cutter, 
drowned. 

Officers  wounded  —  Rear-admiral 
Nelfon,  his  right  arm  fhot  off ; 
captain  Thompfon,  of  the  Lean¬ 
der,  (lightly ;  captain  Fremantle, 
of  the  Seahorfe,  in  the  arm ; 
lieutenant  J.  Douglas,  of  ditto, 
in  the  hand  ;  Mr.  Waits,  mid- 
fhipman,  of  the  Zealous. 

Horatio  Nelson. 
3.  The  gazette  announces  the 

following  captures : 

Poifton  Volante,  of  four  guns,  and 
thirty-eight  men,  captured  the 
14th  of  June,  1797,  off  Defea- 
da,  by  the  Tamer,  capt.  Mar¬ 
tin. 

La  Barbaroffe,  of  eight  guns,  and 
fixty-one  men,  captured  the  23d 
of  June,  1797,  off  Defeada,  by 
the  Tamer,  capt.  Martin. 

Louis  Bonfoi,  of  four  guns,  and 
jfixty -fix  men,  captured  the  9th 
of  June,  1797,  off  Barbuda,  by 
the  Lapwing,  captain  Barton. 

La  Legere,  of  fix  guns,  and  fifty 
men,  captured  the  6th  of  July, 
1797,  off  Marigalante,  by  the 
Zephyr,  commanded  by  lieut.  G, 
Reynolds. 

Le  Va  Tout,  of  two  guns,  and 
thirty -two  men,  captured  the  8th 
of  July,  1797,  off  Martinique,  by 
the  Zephyr,  commanded  by  lieut, 
G.  Reynolds. 

La  Vidtoire,  French  lugger  priva¬ 
teer 
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teer  of  fix  guns,  and  twenty-two 
men,  by  captain  Boorder  of 
L’Efpeigle. 

Proceedings  in  the  Sheriff’s  Court , 
Cier  kenwell,  September  8,  to  ajffefs 
Damages ,  in  an  Adi  ion,  Bedding- 
ton  verfus  Boddington. 

A  fpecial  jury  was  impannelled 
by  the  fiieriff  of  London,  to  a  fiefs 
the  damages  to  be  awarded  againft 
the  defendant,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bod¬ 
dington,  for  criminal  converfation 
with  the  wife  of  the  plains  iff  (Mr. 
Samuel  Boddington)  in  which  he 
had  fulfered  judgment  to  go  by  de¬ 
fault,  on  an  action  brought  again  ft 
him  in  the  court  of  king’s-bench. 
The  damages  were  laid  at  5<^oooI. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  as  leading  counfei 
for  the  plantifF,  opened  the  cafe, 
and,  after  expatiating,  with  his 
ufual  eloquence  on  the  enormity 
of  the  crime  of  adultery  and  fe- 
ducftion,  which,  he  faid,  firuck  at 
the  very  root  of  fociety,  efpecially 
where  there  were  children,  as  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  and  of  which 
charges  the  defendant  had  admitted 

o  / 

the  truth,  by  fuffering  judgment  to 
go  by  default,  proceeded  to  Bate 
the  particular  circumftances  attend¬ 
ing  it,  which,  ire  contended,  unit¬ 
ed  in  themfelvls  the  mo  ft  Block¬ 
ing  in  fiance  of  depravity  that  ever 
entered  the  human  mind,  the  de¬ 
fendant  not  only  being  partner  w.th 
the  plantifF  in  a  very  extenfive 
mercantile  concern,  but  his  firft 
coufin.  They  were  the  children 
of  two  brothers.  The  defendant, 
under  the  facred  mafk  of  friend  - 
Blip,  abufed  the  confidence  repofed 
in  him,  and  by  various  a6h  conta¬ 
minated  the  mind  of  Mrs.  Bodding¬ 
ton,  a  lady  who,  previous  to  this 
unhappy  and  fatal  error,  bore  the 
moft  unblemifhed  character,  and 
who,  befide  poftefling  a  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  perfon  and  elegant  accom- 
plilhmentSj  was  remarked  for  the 


exemplary  manner  in  which  {lie 
difcharged  the  duties  of  a  wife  and 
a  mother.  The  unfortunate  lady 
in  queftion  is  a  daughter  of  a  Mr. 
Afhburnham,  a  gentleman  of  fome 
confequence  in  Bombay,  who  fent 
her  over  here  at  an  early  age  for 
education,  arid,  when  (lie  had  ac¬ 
quired  all  the  requififesv  to  adorn 
her  fex,  directed  that  file  fhould 
return  to  Bombay,  which  was  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  year  1790, 
and  file  was  actually  on  board  the 
fhip  for  that  purpofe,  when  his 
client,  Mr.  S.  Boddington,  who 
had  been  feme  time  deeply  ena¬ 
moured  of  her,  and  altnoft  reduced 
to  a  Bate  of  defpair  by  the  thoughts 
of  lofing  her,  followed  her  pn 
board  the  vefiel,  then  at  Gravef- 
end,  and  having  obtained  the  con- 
fent  of  her  guardians  to  await  the 
fiat  of  her  father  for  their  union, 
perfuaded  her  to  return  ;  which 
was  no  hard  tafk,  as  her  love  was 
then  reciprocal.  A  period  of  ten 
months  elapfed  before  the  wiftied- 
for  letter  came,  containing  her  fa¬ 
ther’s  confent,  and  approbation  of 
her  choice,  and  on  which  the 
union  took  place,  the  lady  having 
5000I.  fettled  on  her  by  her  fa¬ 
ther,  and  the  like  fum  by  Mr.  Bod¬ 
dington.  Two  children  were  the 
fruits  of  this  marriage,  and  they 
continued  to  enjoy  the  moft  unin¬ 
terrupted  felicity  till  a  ftiort  time 
previous  to  Mrs.  Boddington’s  e- 
lopement  with  the  defendant,  which 
took  place  the  beginning  of  June 
laft,  and  which  was  coqdmfted  in 
fuch  a  way  as  to  (hew  that  it  was 
a  premeditated  thing,  and  a  delibe¬ 
rate  plan  of  ledudtion  laid  down 
by  the  defendant,  who  had  fo  over¬ 
powered  the  lady’s  reafon  as  to 
make  her  forget  the  duties  {he  owed 
to  an  honourable  hulband  and  her 
children  and  to  perfuade  her  to 
elope  with  him.  The  means  to  ef- 
(*  4)  feft 
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£e&  this  fcheme  were  the  moil  abo-r 
rninahle  on  the  part  of  the  de¬ 
fendant.  Mr.  S.  Boddington  hav¬ 
ing  obferved  fomething.in  his  wife’s 
condinft  that  gave  hint  reafon  to 
ful'.,e£t  his  honour  was  in  danger, 
refolved  to  remove  her  for  a  time 
from  the  fcene  be  dreaded,  but  did 
it'in  fuch  a  delicate  manner  as  not 
to  create  the  lead:  fufpicion  of  the 
caufe,  either  to  his  wife  or  friends, 
propollng  a  journey  to  Bath,  and 
then  to  Wales.  He  parted  with 
the  defendant  in  the  moil  cordial 
manner,  little  thinking  that  matters 
had  proceeded  fo  far  as  the  refult 
had  proved.  He  was  to  return  to 
town  immediately,  if  bufinefs  re¬ 
quired  his  prefence.  A  few  days 
after  he  got  to  Bath,  he  received  a 
fetter  from  the  defendant,  inform¬ 
ing  him  that  the  Wefl-India  packet 
had  arrived,  and  that  his  prefen.ee 
was  neceffary  in  town,  to  attend 
a  meeting  refpeding  fome  (exche¬ 
quer  warrants.  This  letter  unfor¬ 
tunately  had  the  defired  effect,  Mr, 
v  Boddington  immediately  fetting  off 
for  town  in  the  mail,  leaving  his 
wife  at  Bath.  He  mull  have  been 
eroded  qn  the  road  'by  the  de¬ 
fendant,  who  went  thither  and  car¬ 
ried  her  away.  On  Mr.  Botlding- 
ton’s  arriving  ip  town,  he  found 
the  following  letter  left  for  him  by 
the  defendant:  4  When- we  parted 
cm  Wednefday  lad,  it  was  for  the 
lad  time.  This  night  I  go  from 
London  never  to  return  again.  1 
have  deceived  you  in  fending  for 
•you  to  town,  and  wifh  I  had  not  in 
other  things;  if  you  fee  my  father, 
for  God’s  fake  break  the  matter  to 
him  by  degrees.  I  have  taken  fe- 
yen  hundred  pounds.  • 

(Signed) 

B‘.  Boddington.’ 

Mr.  Erfkine,  in  very  throng  co¬ 
lours,  then  painted  the  enormity  of 
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the  defendant’s  conduct  throughout 
the  whole  tranfa&ion,  and  which, 
he  hoped,  would  make  fuch  an 
impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the 
jury,  when  they  beard  the  evidence 
which  he  fhould  bring  forward,  as 
to  induce  them  not  to  mitigate  the. 
damages  in  the  fmalleft  degree. 
He  faid,  that  he  was  well  aware  of 
the  defendant’s  intention  by  plead- 
ing  guilty,  and  had  himfelf  oppofed 
the  matter  coming  into  that  court 
for  judgment,  though  he  was  cer¬ 
tain  their  verdidt.  would  juftify 
the  decifion  of  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  in  fuffering  it  to  be  re¬ 
moved. 

The  firff  witnefs  called  was  Mr. 
Thomas  Green,  an  attorney,  wrho 
being  fworn,  was  examined  by  Mr, 
ferjeant  Runnington.  Mr.  Green 
faid,  that  mifs  Afliburnham,  pre¬ 
vious  to  her  marriage  with  Mr, 
Samuel  Boddington,  was  princi¬ 
pally  under  his  care;  and  that, 
\yhen  her  father  fent  for  her  to 
Bombay,  he,  the  witnefs,  provided 
every  thing  neceffary  for  the  voy¬ 
age,  and  faw  her  on  board  the  vef- 
fel ;  but,  on  application  being  made 
to  him  by  Mr.  Samuel  Bodding- 
ton,  he  confented  to  her  coming 
on  thore,  and  remaining  in  England 
till  her  father’s  will  ihould  be 
known  refpedting  the  intended 
marriage,  and  who. fending  his  coti- 
fent  in  about  ten  months  after  the 
witnefs  figned  the  marriage  arti¬ 
cles,  they  were  united  ;  that  he  vi- 
fited  them  frequently  after,  and 
conceived  them  to  be  extremely 
happy,  and  that  the  union  was 
founded  in  love  on  both  Tides.  — • 
Crofs  examined  by  Mr.  Law. — He 
faid  he  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Boddington,  the  de¬ 
fendant,  though  he  believed  he 
dined  with  him  once:  he  faid  that 
Mrs.  Boddington  was  married  in 

February 
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February  1792,  is  now  about  tvven- 
tv-two  years  of  age,  and  extremely 
beautiful  and  accomplifbed. 

A  lady  of  the  name  of  Emerfon 
faid,  flie  had  known  mil's  Aflt burn- 
ham  (now  Mrs.  Boddington)  when 
flie  was  ten  years  of  age,  and  had 
continued  the  intimacy  ever  fince  ; 
that  flie  confidered  her  perfectly 
virtuous  till  this  affair  took  place  : 
file  fpoke  of  her  as  being  extreme¬ 
ly  beautiful  and  attractive  in  her 
manners ;  and  faid,  that  after  flie 
_  returned  from  on  board  the  vefTel 
at  Gravefend,  (he  was  at  the  wit- 
nefs’s  ho ufe  for  fome  time,  and  then 
went  to  Mrs.  Murray’s  fchool,  at 
Remington.  The  witnefs  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  marriage,  and  conceived 
it  to  have  been  the  refult  of  love 
on  both  Tides,  and  that  Mr.  Bod¬ 
dington  appeared  to  make  an  ex¬ 
cellent  hufband.  She  knew  Mr.  B. 
Boddington  very  well,  and  had 
frequently  feen  him  in  company 
with  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife. 

On  her  ttrofs-examination  bv 

• .»  * 

Mr.  Law,  fne  faid,  fhe  thought  the 
defendant,  at  times,  feemed  to  ex- 
prefs  too  much  attention  and  ad¬ 
miration  to  Mrs.  Boddington,  e- 
fpecially  when  they  were  not  in 
mixed  companies ;  which  circum- 
fta*nce  flie  once  mentioned  to  Mrs. 
Boddington,  about  half  a  year  be¬ 
fore  the  feparation  took, place;  af¬ 
ter  which  flie  thought  Mrs.  Bod- 
din  gton  did  not  behave  with  her 
ufual  kindnefs  to  her  hufband. 

Mr.  Cline,  furgeon,  faid,  he  had 
known  Mr.  S.  Boddington  for 
feven  years  :  that  he  had  frequent¬ 
ly  vifited.  him  after  his  marriage, 
and  that  he  thought  Mrs.  Bodding¬ 
ton  appeared  to  be  extremely  at¬ 
tentive  to  her  hufband,  and  affec¬ 
tionate  to  her  children,  the  eldeft 
of  whom  was  four,  and  the  other 
two  years  of  age.  He  had  fre¬ 
quently  dined  with  them,  but  never 


ohferved  any  thing  particular  in  the 
behaviour  of  the  defendant  toward 
Mrs.  Boddington. 

Jofeph  Street,  a  clerk  in  the 
houfe  of  Meffrs.  Boddington,  was 
examined.  He  del'cribed  them  to 
be  Weft  India  merchants,  w'ho 
traded  to  the  amount  of  from 
300,000  to  300,000k  per  year.  He 
faid,  that  the  defendant  was  ad¬ 
mitted  a  partner  about  three  years 
ago;  that  for  the  firft  year  he  had 
only  one-third  {hare  of  the  profits 
of  the  buftrrefs,  but  for  the  two 
laft  he  had  four- ninths.  He  fpoke 
of  the  great  degree  of  happinefs 
that  appeared  to  fubfift  between  the 
plaintiff  and  his  wife  till  their  fepa¬ 
ration,  and  defcribed  her  to  have 
always  been  extremely  referved  in 
her  behaviour.  On  being  fliewn 
the  letters  before  alluded  to,  he 
declared  them  to  be  the  defendant’s 
writing,  as  were  alfo  the  drafts  for 
200k  and  500I. 

Crofs  examined  by  Mr.  Law. — - 
He  does  not  know  that  the  money 
the  defendant  had  in  the  bufinefs 
was  advanced  by  his  father,  or  that 
he,  had  any  other  fource  to  refort 
to  for  money  ;  he  had  frequently 
feen  the  defendant  at  his  father’s, 
and  thought  he  behaved  as  a  duti- 
ful  fon  ;  he  heard  of  his  return  to 
town  on  Wednefday  week  follow¬ 
ing  the  elopement,  and  alfo  that  he 
had  been  feen  wandering  on  the 
Enfield  Chace.  He  faw  Mrs.  Bod¬ 
dington  once  at  his  houfe  in  Mark- 
lane,  after  flie  had  left  the  de¬ 
fendant,  and  that  (lie  came  to  fee 
her  children.  —  In  anfwer  to  a 
queftion  from  Mr.  Erfkine,  he  de¬ 
clared  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  re- 
.  conciled  to  his  wife. 

The  evidencebeinggone  through, 
Mr.  Law,  as  advocate  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  made  a  very  able  fpeech 
in  mitigation  of  damages,  and  in 
which  he  endeavoured  to  convince 

the 
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the  jury  that  the  matter  was  not  a 
premeditated  thing  on  the  part  of 
his  client,  who,  he  faid,  was  very 
young,  and  inexperienced  in  the 
ways  of  the  world.  It  was  merely 
the  very  powerful  effeCt  of  the 
lady’s  charms,  to  the  blaze  of  which 
he  was  conftantly  expo  fed,  from 
the  frequent  opportunities  he  had 
of  being  in  her  company,  and 
which  receiving  no  check,  ex¬ 
panded  till  it  broke  out  in  all  the 
fever  of  diftraCted  love,  and  led 
him  to  the  commiiiion  of  an  aCt 
that  mud  for  ever  render  him  a 

miferable  outcaft  of  focietv.  He 

* 

had  already  forfeited  every  world¬ 
ly  benefit,  and,  if  heavy  damages 
were  given,  what  muft  be  the  re¬ 
fill  t  ?  he  muft  either  perifh  in  a 
prifon,  or  the  weight  muft  fall  on 
the  innocent  and  unhappy  father, 
with  eight  daughters  to  provide  for. 
Mr.  Law  admitted  that  his  client 
merited  a  fevere  punifhment,  but 
prayed  that  it  might  not  be  be¬ 
yond  his  means  of  paying,  which, 
he  declared,  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  3000I.  the  furn  invefted 
as  liis  fli are  in  the  bufinefs  being 
advanced  by  his  father.  After 
feme  other  obfervations  on  his 
client’s  condudt,  he  concluded,  by 
intreating  the  jury  to  tincture  their 
juftice  with  mercy,  and  only  award 
a  fair  retribution, 

Mr.  Burgall,  the  deputy  fheriff, 
then  fummed  up  the  evidence  in  a 
very  clear  and  concife  manner ; 
and  the  jury,  after  retiring  out' of 
court  for  about  twenty  minutes, 
returned  with  a  verdiCt  cf  ten  thou - 
fand pounds  damages. 

Extra  ft  of  a  Letter  from  Haver - 
fordzvef,  September  10. 

<£  The  trials  of  the  two  prifoners 
confined  in  our  jail  for  high  trea- 
fon,  for  joining  with  and  aflifting 
the  Frerch  upon  their  landing  at 
Fifhguard,  were  brought  on  at  our 


great  feffions  here.  The  folicitor 
for  the  crown  came  from  London  ; 
and  the  counfel  for  the  prof’ecution 
were,  the  attorney-general  of  the 
circuit,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  ferjeant 
Williams,  Mr.  Touchett,  and  Mr. 
Dancey ;  for  the  prifoners,  Mr. 
Miiles  and  Mr.  Blackftone.  The 
two  prifoners  were  brought  up  to 
plead  to  their  indictments  on  Tues¬ 
day  evening.  Mr.  Miiles  took  fome 
objections  to  the  form  of  them,  at 
the  fame  time  declaring  his  deter* 
mination,  and  that  of  the  prifon¬ 
ers,  to  bring  on  the  trials,  and  not 
to  interpofe  any  delay.  The  judges 
over-ruled  the  objections,  and 
Thurfciay  morning,  at  feven,  was 
fixed  for  their  trials.  The  public 
expectation  had  been  much  raifed, 
and  more  than  140  gentlemen  were 
fummoned  upon  the  jury.  A  large 
additional  number  of  perfons  were 
fworn  in  as  conftables,  and  every 
precaution  was  takCn  to  preferve 
the  peace.  At  feven  the  court  af- 
fembled,  and  the  jury  were  called, 
and  after  many  challenges  and 
fome  debate  between  the  counfel 
and  court  upon  points  as  they 
arofe,  a  moft  refpeCtable  jury  were  , 
fworn  ;  Mr.  Barlow,  the  member 
for  Pembroke,  wfas  the  foreman. 
The  attorney-general  made  a  very 
impreffive  and  difpaffionate  fpeech, 
flaring  the  evidence  moft  diftin^ly 
which  he  (lion  Id  bring  againft  the 
prifoner:  and  after  having  examin¬ 
ed  two  or  three  witnefles  relating 
to  the  apprehenfion  of  the  prifon¬ 
er,  called  one  of  the  French  pri- 
foners  to  prove  the  faCts  which  he 
had  ftated.  He  was  an  American, 
and  could  fpeak  very  good  Eng- 
lifh.  He  refufed  to  anfwer  any 
queftion  relative  to  the  proceedings 
in  the  camp,  or  to  the  prifoner  at 
the  bar,  faying,  that  he  would  ftay 
and  hear  what  the  other  French¬ 
men  would  fay,  and  then  he  would 
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fa y  as  they  did.  Many  attempts 
were  made  to  get  the  fadts  from 
him,  but  in  vain.  The  counfel 
for  the  profecution  then  attempted 
to  go  into  an  examination  of  what 
had  pafTed  from  him  before  the 
juftice  of  peace  and  the  grand  jury. 
This  was  'refitted  by  the  counfel 
for  the  prifoner,  and  very  ably 
and  eloquently  argued,  and  the 
counfel  were  heard  upon  a  variety 
of  queftions  which  occurred  in 
this  part  of  the  trial,  when  the 
judges  rejected  the  evidence,  and 
would  not  allow  from  the  papers  a 
queftion  to  be  put  to  him.  As 
they  could  not  get  any  thing  more 
from  him,  he  was  difmitted,  and 
the  examination  of  two  or  three 
of  the  Frenchmen,  who  did  fpeak 
out,  affedled  the  prifoner  fo  little, 
that  the  counfel  for  the  profecu¬ 
tion,  upon  confutation  with  them- 
felves,  relinquished  the  profecu¬ 
tion.  The  other  prifoner  was  then 
brought  to  trial.  Againtt  him  the 
evidence  was  ff ill  (lighter,  and  that 
profecution  was  given  up  in  lefs 
than  an  hour.” 

ii.  At  the  nitt  prius  bar  at  Brif- 
tol,  a  caufe  of  great  importance  to 
the  mercantile  world  came  on,  to 
.  be  tried  before  fir  Natti  Grofe,  and 
a  fpecial  jury.  -The  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  are  (hortly  thefe :  Mr. 
Taggart  and  co.  tobacco-merchants, 
of  London,  ftruck  a  bargain  with 
the  Hunters  and  co.  merchants  at 
Briftol,  to  fell  them  a  quantity  of 
unmanufadtured  tobacco  (to  the 
amount  of  1300I.)  for  a  bill  at 
three  months,  payable  in  London. 
The  goods  were  (hipped  off  the 
latter  part  of  February  ;  about  the 
beginning  of  March  of  the  fame 
year,  the  houfe  of  the  Hunters’ 
became  infolvent,  which  was  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  time  when  M ''Taggart’s 
bill  on  them  became  due.  They, 
therefore,  no  fooner  heard  of  the 
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failure,  than  one  of  the  partners 
flattened  from  town,  and  overtook 
the  goods  at  Portfmouth ;  which 
he  inftantly  feife.i,  and  would  not 
fuffer  to  proceed.  Now  this  was 
an  adfion  of  trover  brought  by  the 
affignees  of  the  Hunters,  to  recover 
the  value  of  the  tobacco  fo  feifed 
by  the  defendants and  upon  this 
ground  ;  that  the  veffel  in  which  it 
was  (hipped  by  the  configners  was 
a  chartered  (hip  of  the  confignees, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  was  an  adtual 
delivery  to  them.  The  leading 
counfel  for  the  defendants  made  a 
very  eloquent  and  ingenious  fpeech 
to  the  jury:  in  which  he  infifted 
ftrongly  on  the  circumftance,  that 
his  clients,  while  fetfjing  the  mode 
of  conveyance  with  the  Hunters, 
had  never  once  allied  the  quettion, 
whether  the  (hip  was  chartered  or 
general;  from  whence  he  inferred 
proof  of  no  effential  difference  exitt- 
.  ing  bet  ween  them.  Some  other  points 
were  ably  urged  ;  and  he  conclud¬ 
ed,  by  reminding  the  jury  of  the 
great  importance  of  this  caufe  to 
the  commerce  of  this  country,  and 
of  ,  the  pernicious  confequences 
which  would  refult  to  credit,  the 
very  life-blood  of  the  date,  if  they 
(hould  give  a  verdidt  for  the  plain¬ 
tiffs.  Before  the  leading  counfel  on 
the  other  fide  addreffed  the  jury  in 
reply,  the  judge  faid,  it  was  his 
duty  to  declare,  that  he  had  never 
known  a  ttronger  or  a  clearer  point 
of  law :  that  a  chartered  veffel  was 
indubitably  the  particular  ware- 
houfe  of  thofe  who  chartered  her, 
and  that  of  confequence  no  perfon 
could  legally  ftop  or  detain  any 
goods  fhipped  on  board  fuch  veffel, 
without  permiflSon  of  the  owners. 
Up  on  this  a  verdi  dt  was  inftantly 
given  for  the  plaintiffs  to  the  full 
value  of  the  tobacco. 

From  this  decifion,  it  will  be¬ 
come  prudent  for  merchants  to  en¬ 
quire 
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quire  whether  the  fillip,  which  is 
to  convey  their  goods,  be  chartered 
or  not.  Because  had  it  been  a  ge¬ 
neral  fliip,  the  M‘Taggarts  would 
have  been  juftified  in  detaining  the 
tobacco. 

Admiralty-office ,  Sept.  16. 
Extrail:  of  a  letter  from  the  right 
jhon.  lord  Bridport,  K.  B.  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  channel 
fleet,  to  Evan  Nepean,  efq. 
dated  on  board  his  majefty’s 
fhip,  Royal  George,  at  Torbay, 
the  13th  September,  1797. 

SIR, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  copies 
of  letters,  with  the  papers  therein 
referred  to,  from  commodore  fir  J, 
Borlafe  Warren,  which  I  tranfmit 
for  their  lordmips’  information. 

I  am,  &c. 

Bridport. 

/ 

La  Pomone ,  at  Seay  Augujl  12,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  lord- 
fhip,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
1  ith  inltant,  a  convoy  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  with  a  ft) ip  corvette,  a  brig 
and  fchooner  gun -boats,  two  arm¬ 
ed  luggers,  feveral  chaffe  marees 
and  brigs,  were  difcovered  Hand¬ 
ing  to  fea,  out  of  the  Pertuis  de 
Breton,  from  Rochfort.  I  attempt¬ 
ed  to  cut  them  off  or  deilroy  them 
with  La  Pomone  and  Jafon,  who 
attacked  a  fort ;  in  order  to  cover 
the  Sylph,  who  was  anchored  near 
the  two  corvettes,  having  left  the 
Triton  in  chafe  to  windward  ;  the 
enemy,  perceiving  our  intention, 
anchored  at  the  entrance  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  of  Sable  d’Olonne,  clofe  under 
the  fort,  the  fhip  corvette  and  gun¬ 
boats  with  fprings  upon  their  cables. 

At  eleven,  being  near  enough, 
the  firing  commenced  aiid  conti¬ 
nued  for  an  hour,  when  the  gun- 
boat  flipped  her  cables  to  run  on 
fhore,  but  funk  before  fhe  got  in 
the  river,  near  the  fmall  veffels, 
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and  the  corvette  remained  faff  a- 
ground,  but  deferted  by  her  peo¬ 
ple,  and  much  damaged  :  as  1  did 
not  think  it  poffible  to  fet  her  on 
fire  with  the  boats  of  the  fquadron, 
there  being  little  wind,  and  the 
tide  of  flood  fetting  us  upon  the 
coaft,  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the 
fouthward. 

I  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  ac¬ 
quainting  your  lordfliip,  that  it 
has  occafioned  a  delay  for  fome 
time  of  the  enemy’s  fupplies  ar¬ 
riving  at  Breft,  as  one  of  the  veffels 
is  deltroyed,  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
the  other  can  be  repaired  fo  as  to 
be  of  any  ufe  in  future. 

The  fhips  of  the  fquadron  have 
fuffained  very  trifling  damages.  A 
return  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
in  each  fhip  is  inclofed. 

I  have  only  to  lament,  that  a 
more  favourable  moment  did  not 
prefent  itfelf,  to  afford  the  officers 
and  men  an  opportunity  of  diftin- 
guifhing  themfelves ;  but  the  ene¬ 
my  muff  have  fuffered  confiderably 
on  board  the  veffeis  and  in  the  fort, 
from  the  number  of  fliot  that  ffruck 
them. 

Some  hot  fliot  were  fired  from  a 
battery  of  five  guns,  which  fet  fire 
to  the  Sylph  ;  but  any  ill  etfe&s 
were  prevented  bv  the  exertions  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  that  veflel, 
who  cut  them  out,  and  behaved, 
otherwife  with  much  lpirit  and 
zeal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c. 

(Signed)  John  Warren. 

P.  S.  Since  I  began  this  letter, 
not  having  ail  opportunity  of  fend¬ 
ing  it  to  your  lordfliip,  i  have  re¬ 
ceived  information  from  three  veffels 
who  had  left'  Sable  d’Olonne  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  above  affair,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  refult  of  thefe  re¬ 
ports  ; 

‘  The  fliip  corvette  is  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  but  fo  damaged  as  to  be  un- 

'  fit 
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fit  for  fervice.  The  gun -boat  re¬ 
mains  funk  and  deftroyed.  The 
enemy  loft  feveral  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  two  veffels.  In 
the  fort,  five  foldiers  were  killed, 
and  two  gnns  difmounted,  and 
fome  wounded  ;  two  or  three 
houfes  much  {battered.  We  were 
off  Sable  d’Olonne  on  the  26th, 
and  faw  the  fiiip  in  the  harbour.’ 
Extract:  of  another  letter,  dated  on 

board  the  Pomone,  at  Sea,  Au- 

guft  23. 

On  the  23d  inft.  I  chajed,  and 
drove  upon  the  coaft  of  Ifle  Dieu, 
L’Egalite  armed  chaffe  maree,  of 
four  6-pounders  and  eight  fwivels, 
and  which  we  afterwards  got  off. 

La  Pomone ,  at  Sea ,  Sept .  6. 

My  Lord, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  lord- 
fhip,  that1  I  continued  fleering  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Garonne  5  and 
on  the  27th  ult.  being  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  river,  a  number  of 
veffels  were  feen  in  the  fouth-sveft 
quarter.  I  made  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chace,  and  continue1!  un¬ 
til  night,  when,  from  the  Triton 
being  far  advanced  a-head,  and 
the  Jafon  to  windward,  the  Hups 
Lept  the  enemy  in  fight  after  the 
approach  of  night.  Owing  to  the 
exertions  of  captains  Gore  and  Stir¬ 
ling,  five  of  them  were  captured. 
At  two  A.M.  being  near  the  ffiore, 
a  cutter  was  feen  at  anchor,  that 
had  accompanied  the  convoy,  and 
one  of  the  boats  of  this  fhip  was 
lent  to  her  ;  but,  being  ordered  to 
keep  off,  and  feeing  file  was  a  vef- 
fel  of  force,  returned.  I  flood  in 
after  her,  and  upon  our  firing  a 
few  {hot,  one  of  which  cut  away 
her  mail,  {he  flipt  her  cable,  and 
ran  among  the  breakers  upon  the. 
coaft  of  Arcaffon,  and  into  a  moft 
tremendous  furf  that  broke  on 
board  her,  and  mufl  have  ftove 
her  to  pieces.  She  at  laft  drove 


through,  and  I  fancy  feveral  of  her 
crew  were  drowned,  and,  as  the 
tide  left  her,  file  fell  over ;  the 
remainder  of  her  meh,  about  90 
in  number,  got  on  fliore.  She 
was  called  Le  Petit  Liable,  a  very- 
fine  veffel,  pierced  for  18  or  20 
guns,  and  100  men  complement. 
The  prizes  are  laden  with  {hip 
timber,  rofin,  and  tar,  and  w^ere 
intended  to  fit  out  privateers  from 
the  enemy’s  principal  ports  upon 
the  coaft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Warren. 
Right  hon.  lord  Bridport, 

K.  B.  &c.  &c.  & c. 

A  lift  of  veffels  belonging  to  the 
French  republic,  captured  and 
deftroyed  by  the  fquadron  under 
the  orders  of  commodore  fir 
John  Borlafe  Warren,  bart.  and 
K.  B.  between  the  17th  of  July, 
1  797,  and  the  6th  of  September 
following : 

Veffels  of  war  captured. 
L’Egalite,  chaffe-maree,  50  tons, 
8  guns  and  20  men. 

Veffels  of  war  deftroved. 

* 

Lp  Calliope,  frigate,  36  guns 
and  230  men,  funk. — La  Freedom, 
lliip,  300  tons,  8  guns  and  47  men, 
burnt.— A  fiiip  corvette,  22  guns 
and  2co  men,  bilged. — A  brig  gun- 
veffel,  12  guns  and  70  men,  funk. 
— Le  Petit  Liable,  cutter,  1  8  guns 
and  1S0  men,  bilged  and  fell  over. 

Merchant  veffels  captured. — La 
Thalia,  fiiip,  fent  to  Falmouth.— 
A  brig,  fent  to  Falmouth. — A  brig, 
fent  to  Falmouth.— A  brig,  fent  to 
Falmouth. — Three  chaffe  marees, 
fent  to  Falmouth.  -L’Arche  de 
Flotte,  chaffe  maree,  cargo  of  wine 
and  foap,  diftributed  to  the  fqua¬ 
dron. — A  brig,  fent  to  Falmouth. — • 
A  chaffe  maree,  fent  to  Falmouth. 
— Le  Republicaine  brig,  founder¬ 
ed,  crew  fa ved. — LeSardineFraiche, 
brig,  foundered,  crew  fa  ved. — A 
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brig,  Tent  to  Falmouth.— Le  Dau- 
phine,  brig,  fent  to  Falmouth. — 
Les  Trois  Soeurs,  chafle-maree, 
fent  to  Falmouth. 

Merchant  veffels  deftroyed. — -Le 
*  *  *  *,  brig,  funk.  —  Le  Henri, 
Hoop,  burnt.— Le  Fidele,  brig, 
burnt.  - —  L’Anne,  chafle-maree, 
funk.— La  Marie  Anne,  (loop, 
funk.— Le  Pierre,  (loop,  burnt. 

J.  B.  Warren. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  captain 
Thomas  Wolley,  commander 
of  his  majefty’s  fliip  Arethufa, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  efq.  dated  Spit- 
bead,  Sept.  13,  1797. 

I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  on 
the  20th  of  Auguft,  being  in  lati¬ 
tude  30  deg.  49  min.  and  long.  53 
deg.  50. min.  having  in  tow  a  flip 
under  P ruffian  colours  from  Suri¬ 
nam,  which  I  have  detained,  fu- 
fp.e&ing  her  to  be  Dutch  property, 
we  perceived  at  day-light  three  fail 
to  windward  of  ns,  one  of  which, 
deceived  by  our  appearance,  bore 
down  upon  us,  under  Trench  co- 
lours,  to  within  half  gun  (hot, 
when  fne  began  to  fire,  which  fhe 
continued  for  more  than  half  an 
hour  before  fhe  attempted  to 
efcape.  We  were,  however,  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  have  fo  difabled 
her  in  that  time  as  to  render  her 
endeavours  fruitlefs.  On  ftriking, 
fhe  proved  to  be  La  Gaiete,  French 
corvette,  of  20  French  eight 
pounders,  and  1S6  men,  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  Guiene,  enfeigne 
de  vailTeau.  She  is  a  very  hand- 
fome  fliip,  and  quite  ne\v,  this  be¬ 
ing  her  firft  voyage.  She  left 
France  in  April  laft  for  Cayenne, 
which  laft:  place  (he  failed  from 
about  four  weeks  before  we  fell  in 
with  her,  in  company  with  the 
l’Efpoir,  a  brig  of  14  guns,  who 
kept  to  windward  during  the  action, 
and  flood  away  as  foon  as  (lie  law 
the  fate  of  the  Gaiete.  They  had 


not  taken  any  thing.  I  am  forry  to 
add  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
on  board  his  majefty’s  fliip  Are¬ 
thufa,  in  the  action  with  La 
Gaiete,  French  corvette,  on  the 
20th  of  Auguft,  1797. 

1  feaman  killed. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Morton,  captain’s  clerk, 
loft  his  leg. 

2  feamen. wounded. 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  La  Gaiete,  French  cor¬ 
vette,  M.  Guiene,  commander. 

2  feamen  killed. 

8  ditto  wounded. 

(Signed)  T.  Wolley. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  captures  of  the  Der- 
repente,  a  Spanilh  privateer  lugger, 
and  the.  Fabius,  a  famous  privateer 
fliip,  of  Nantes,  of  16  fix-pound¬ 
ers,  4  twelve-pounders,  and  140 
men,  by  the  Doris,  captain  lord 
Ranelagh  ;  —  alfo,  Le  Veteran, 
French  privateer  (loop,  of  eight 
guns  and  24  men,  and  La  Dorade, 
French  privateer  floop,  of  four 
guns  and  74  men,  by  his  majefty’s 
fliip  Lapwing ;  — and  alfo,  La  Ba- 
tave,  Dutch  privateer  floop,  of 
ten  guns  and  34  men,  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  (hip  Roebuck. 

Admiralty -office.  Sept.  18.  This 
gazette  contains  accounts  of  the 
capture  of  Ei  Domini  Lucas,  a 
Spanifli  lugger  privateer,  of  2  four- 
pounders,  12  fwivels,  and  28  men, 
bv  his  majefty’s  floop '  Speedy, 
capt.  Dowman  ; — alfo,  the  French 
privateer  fchooner  L’Incroyable, 
of  3  fix-pounders  and  3 1  men,  by 
his  majefty’s  floop  Spitfire,  captain 
Seymour; — and  the  finking  of  La 
Cornelie,  French  privateer  brig, 
of  12  guns  and  90  men,  only  17 
of  whom  were  faved,  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fliip  Dryad,  capt.  Beauclerk, 
owing  to  the  imprudent  condinft  of 
the  Frenchman, 

19.  Their 
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19.  Their  majefties  and  the  five 
princeffes  arrived  fafely  from  Wey¬ 
mouth  at  the  queen’s  lodge'  yeiler- 
day  evening,  foon  after  fix,  in 
perfect  health  and  fpirits,  and 
'  ihortly  after  fat  down  to  dinner. 

Admiralty  office,  Sept.  22.  This 
gazette  contains  accounts  of  the 
capture  of  La  Brave,  Dutch  pri¬ 
vateer,  of  fix  guns,  eight  fwiveis, 
and  40  men,  but  had  only  25  on¬ 
board,  by  his  majefty’s  fhip  Alba- 
trofs,  capt.  G.  Scott; — alfo,  Le 
Cerf  Volant,  French  privateer 
lugger,  of  14  three-pounders,  eight 
of  which  were  thro<vn  overboard 
in  the  chace,  fix  fwiveis,  and  63 
men,  by  his  majefty’s  {hip  Tin- 
phone,  capt.  Honeyman  ;  —  alio, 
Le  Neptune,  of  12  guns,  and  55 
men,  by  his  majefly’s  fliip  Diana, 
capt.  Faulknor. 

Shrewjbury ,  Sept.  23.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  very  extraordinary  circum- 
ffance  happened  on  Thurfday 
night,  the  14th  inftant,  at  Lawley 
eoalwork,  belonging  to  the  Coal- 
Brook-Dale  company  :  as.  one  man 
and  two  boys  were  employed  in  a 
coal  pit  about  forty  yards  deep,  to 
drive  a  head  or  way,  being  nearer 
fome  old  works  than  they  expect¬ 
ed,  the  water  fuddenly  and  unfor¬ 
tunately  broke  in  upon  them,  which 
in  a  few  minutes  filled  all  the  work, 
and  rofe  nine  yards  upv  the  pit 
fhaft ;  one  of  the  boys  being  near 
the  bottom  of  the  pit  at  the  time, 
fortunately  laid  hold  of  the  rope 
and  alarmed  the  people  at  the  top, 
who  immediately  drew  him  up  ;  the 
other  two  remaining  behind  were 
of  courfe  fuppofed  to  be  drowned. 
During  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours  a  number  of  horfes  were 
employed  in  drawing  water  out  of 
the  pit,  in  order  to  reitore  the  fup* 
pofed  dead  bodies  to  their  difeonfo- 
late  friends.  In  the  mean  time  the 


agent  of  the  work  ordered  a  gin  to 
be  eredted  over  an  old  pit,  about 
fixty  yards  from  that  in  which  the 
accident  happened,  and  going  down 
this  pit,  the  workmen  came  to  a 
head  or  way,  along  which  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  until  they  came  to  another 
pit,  which  they  likewife  defeended, 
and  after  working  fome  time,  they 
made  way  into  the  place  where  this 
unfortunate  man  and  boy  were  at 
work  when  the  water  came  firp£ 
upon  them,  and  to  their  great 
amazement  found  them  both  alive  5 
they  had  crept  from  the  water  up 
into  a  chafm  fufficiently  high  above 
the  water  to  keep  them  from  being 
drowned,  where  they  remained' for 
the  above  fpace  of  time,  expecting 
nothing  but  death  to  relieve  them 
from  their  miferable  fit  11  at  ion. 
They  were  extricated  on  Saturday 
evening  following,  about  four 
o’clock,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  very 
weak  from  their  want  of  food,  but 
they  are  now  in  a  fair  way  of  reco¬ 
very. 

Admiralty -office.  Sept.  2$. 
Extradf  of  a  letter  from  capt.  fir 

Richard  Strachan,  bart.  to  Mr. 

Nepean,  dated  Spithead,  Sept.  23. 

’Since  writing  my  letter  of  yefter- 
day’s  date,  we  chafed  on  fhore, 
near  Cape  La  Hevd-,  a  lugger  pri¬ 
vateer.  The  crew  had  left  her, 
and  affembled  on  the  top  of  the 
cliffs;  and,  being  joined  by  num¬ 
bers,  prepared  to  repel  any  at¬ 
tempt  we  might  make  to  get  her 
off.  I  fent  the  boats,  under  the 
orders  of  lieut.  Rogers,  to  deftroy 
her.  This  fervice  he  effedfed  with, 
great  judgment;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  a  con fiant  fire  from  the  enemy, 
we  had  the  good  fortune  to  have 
only  one  man  wounded ;  we 
fuppofe  the  enemy  have  lofi:  fe- 
veral. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  ac- 
■  -  *  counts 
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counts  of  the  capture  of  Le  Chaf- 
feur,  French  fchooner  privateer, 
of  fix  guns  and  47  men,  by  his 
majefty’s  fhip  Phaeton,  capt.  Stop- 
ford  ;  alfo,  La  Marie  Anne, 
French  privateer,  of  14  guns  and 
90  men,  by  his  majefty’s  fhip  Au- 
rora,  capt.  Digby. 

26.  The  following  particulars, 
refpedting  the  earthquakes  which 
have  happened  in  South  America, 
are  from  a  late  Paris  paper. 

Quito,  Feb.  20.  Hiftory  does 
not  furnifh  fo  complete  a  deftruc- 
tion  as  what  happened  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Taciinga,  Ambato,  Bia- 
bamba,  a  part  of  Chimbo,  and  a 
part  of  Quito.  Not  a  building 
now  remains  ;  all’ has  been  levelled 
with  the  ground. 

o  m 

The  volcano  of  Macas,  opening 
in  the  middle,  difplayed  a  grand 
eruption,  producing  an  agitation 
which  {book  the  mountains  with 
fuch  force  as  actually  to  overturn 
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them,  fotne  emitting  rocks  and 
whirlwinds  of  clufr,  fofne  torrents 
of  lava,  and  others  rivers  of  water. 
Ygualaga  (a  mountain  to  the  left 
of  the  river  Bamba),  in  blinking, 
fent  forth  an  immenfc  flood  of  la¬ 
va,  furcharged  with  flakes  of  fire, 
which,  in  its  courfe,  fvvept  off  Ca- 
palpi,  St.  Andre’s,  Guaono,  Em- 
byies,  Guanardo,  and  feveral  other 
places.  The  mountain  of  Moya, 
was,  as  it  were,  funk  in  the  water, 
and  fw allowed  up  with  it  Pelile, 
and  the  famous  land  of  Ildefonfo, 
on  which  upward  of  1000  perfons 
periflied.  The  mountain  Cuero 
tumbled  on  the. village  of  the  fame 
name,  not  leaving  a  Angle  witnefs 
of  the  frightful  difafler.  That  of 
Yataguy  was  thrown  upon  Mafdro, 
and  in  the  midft  of  it  opened  a 
gulf,  which  ab’forbed  all  the  houfes, 
temples,  and  inhabitants,  with  the 
exception  of  two  individuals. 
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This  place  feems  transformed 
into  a  lake  of  bituminous  matter 
exhaling  a  fulphureous  fmell,  and 
covered  with  flakes  of  fire.  Im- 
menfe  ruins  appear  on  all  fides, 
which  all  the  gold  and  filver  of 
America  would  be  infufficient  to 
repair.  T  he  number  of  people 
killed  cannot  be  afeertained,  fiut  it 
mull  have  been  very  confiderable. 

j 

The  provinces  of  Biabamba,  Am¬ 
bato,  and  Tacunga,  are  thofe 
which  fuffered  moil,  In  the  latter 
province  many  have  periflied  with 
hunger,  and  others  from  thirft, 
owing  to  the  foulnefs  of  the  water. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  feven  perfons  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death,  23  were 
ordered  to  be  tranfported  beyond 
the  feas  for  the  term  of  feven  years, 
one  for  the  term  of  14  years  ;  12 
were  ordered  to  be  imprifoned  in 
Newgate,  16  to  be  imprifoned  in 
the  houfe  of  corredbion  at  Clerken- 
well,  and  ,  five  were  ordered  to 
be  privately  whipped  and  dif- 
charged. 

The  perfons  who  were  convidfed 
for  felling  bad  money  received  the 
following  fentences,  viz.  John 
Welchman,  to  be  imprifoned  in 
Newgate  one  year,  and  to  pay  a 
fine  of  200I.  Thomas  Holden  to 
be  imprifoned  in  Newgate  for  the 
fame  term,  and  pay  a  fine  of  50I. 
and  Robert  Skay  to  be  imprifoned 
in  Newgate  for  the  fame  term,  and 
pay  a  flue  of  20I. 

The  feffions  were  adjourned  till 
Wednefday  the  25th  of  Odtober 
next. 

27.  The  parliament  was  fur¬ 
ther  prorogued  to  Tuefday,  No¬ 
vember  2. 

29.  This  day,  at  a  numerous  and 
refpedfable  meeting  of  the  livery 
of  London,  at  Guildhall,  fir  Ben¬ 
jamin,  Hammet  (the  fenior  aider- 

man 


097-] 


OCCURRENCES. 


f*43) 


hian  in  rotation)  was  ele&ecf  lord 
mayor  for  the  year  enfuing. 

A  court  martial  was  holden  on 
board  his  majelly’s  fliip  Cambridge, 
in  Hamoaze,  to  enquire  into  the 
caufe  and  circumftances  of  the  lofs 
of  his  majefty’s  lbip  Amazon,  and 
Ao  try  capt.  Robert  Carthew  Rey¬ 
nolds,  the  officers,  and  company  of 
the  faid  fliip,  for  their  conduct  up* 
on  that  occatiom  It  appeared, 
4  That*  his  majefty’s  fliip  Amazon 
was  loft  after  a  well-difputed  adtion 
i^ith  a  French  fliip,  of  74  guns,  Les 
Droits  d-e  1'Homme,  in  Audierne 
Bay,  the  Amazon  having  fuffered 
materially  in  her  mails  and  rigging, 
and  being  far  in  fllore  at  the  clofe 
of  the  engagement.  And  the  court 
is  of  opinion,  that  too  much  praife 
cannot  be  awarded  to  tile  captain, 
officers,  and  crew,  of  the  Amazon  ; 
by  which,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Indefatigable,  a  fhip  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  line  was  deftroyed;  and  the 
court  do  conftder  the  lofs  of  the 
Amazon  t  to  be  the  refult  of  a  noble 
purfuitof  an  enemy  on  her  own  coaft} 
and,  with  refpedf  to  if,  do  confe- 
quently  acquit  captain  Reynolds, 
his  officers,  and  crew,  with  every 
fentiment  of  its  higheft  approba¬ 
tion.  And  capt.  Reynolds,  his 
officers*  and  crew,  are  hereby  rnofl 
honourably  and  fully  acquitted  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

The  following  admirable  letter, 
written  by  capt.  Reynolds,  was 
fent  to  the  admiralty,  but  never 
appeared  in  the  gazette.  The  letter 
Was  produced  in  court. 

Quimpet,  June  20)  1797. 

“SIR, 

“  It  is  with  inexpreffible  concern 
that  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  for 
the  information  of  their  lordihips, 
of  the  fate  of  his  majefty’s  fliip 
Amazon,  wrecked  on  the  French 
coaft  in  Audierne  Bay,  on  the  14th 
infl.  Their  lordihips  are  already 
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acquainted,  by  fir  E.  Pellew,  of  our 
fhattered  condition  towards  the  end 
of  our  united  adion  with  Les  Droits 
de  l’Homme  (a  French  man-of- 
war,  of  74  guns,  and  1600  men, 
failors  and  troops),  commanded  by 
captain,  ci-devant  baron,  le  Crofs. 
The  various  fi tuitions  and  changes 
incident  to  fo  long  an  adion,  I  for¬ 
bear  to  mention  ;  fir  E.  Pellew  hav¬ 
ing  unqueftionably  done  it  in  a 
better  manner  than  I  am  able.  The 
Amazon  began  to  engage  about 
feven  o’clock  in  the  evening  on  the 
1 3th,  an  hour  after  fir  Edward  had 
gallantly  commenced  the  adion, 
and  continued  a  running  fight  un¬ 
til  five  the  next  morning,  which 
brought  us  40  leagues  from  where 
we  began  the  chafe,  nearthe  French 
coaft ;  and  the  wind  blowing  ftrong 
diredly  upon  the  fliore,  in  the  ea- 
gernefs  of  piirfuit,  and  during  the 
,  heat  of  battle,  we  were  unable  ac¬ 
curately  to  calculate  the  diftance 
we  had  fun  ;  and  our  mads,  yards, 
and  rigging,  being  miferably  flut¬ 
tered,  it  was  not  poffible  for  us  to 
work  off  fhore.  Our  mizeii-top- 
maft,  gaff,  fpanker-boom,  and 
main-top-fail  yard,  were  entirely 
fhot  away  ;  the  main  and  fore 
mafts,  the  fore  and  main  yards, 
wounded  in  feveral  places  by  large 
fhot,  fome  of  which  we  judged  to 
be  36-pounders  ;  our  fhrouds,  ftays, 
and  back-ftays,  many  of  them  fhot 
away,  befides  what  we  jfad  knotted 
and  ftoppered  in  the  adion  ;  and 
our  cordage  all  expended  in  reev¬ 
ing  running-rigging.  In  this  con¬ 
dition,  fir,  and  with  three  feet 
w'ater  in  our  hold,  vre  ftruck  the 
ground  a  little  after  five  in  the 
morning,  and  not  more  than  ten 
minutes  after  we  had  ceafed  firing, 
Les  Droits  de  1’ Homme  met  with  a 
fimilar  fate  a  little  diftance  from  us, 
and  almoft  at  the  fame  moment. 
From  half  paft  five  to  nine  o’clock, 
(K)  we 
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we  were  employed  in  making  rafts 
to  fave  the  men  ;  and  it  gives  me 
imfpeakable  comfort,  that  not  a 
man  was  loft  after  the  ftiip  ft  ruck 
the  (bore,  except  ftx  that  ftole  away 
the  cutter  from  the  ftern,  and  were 
drowned.  Myfelfand  officers  quit¬ 
ted  not  the  ftiip  till  with  great  care 
and  pains  we  got  the  wounded  and 
everv  man  out  of  her.  We  were 
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received  on  ft  to  re  by  a  party  of 
foldiers,  who  conduced  us  to  the 
little  town  of  Audierne,  about  a 
league  from  the  ftiip.  Thence 
they  marched  us  to  Dournancy  to 
Quimper,  where  we  now  remain, 
and  are  well  treatfed.  I  am  not  able 
to  exprefs  my  fatisfadtion  for  the 
noble  fupport  I  received  from  the 
officers  in  general,  and  petty  offi¬ 
cers,  during  the  aftion  :  to  parri- 
cularife  either,  I  hope,  will  not  be 
eonndered  as  taking  from  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  whole  ;  but  Mr.  Little- 
Iiales,  the  fir  ft  lieu-tenant,  being 
conftantly  on  the  quarter-deck  with 
me  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
adiion,  it  would  be  unjuft:  and  un¬ 
grateful  in  me  not  to  acknowledge 
the  ample  affiftance  he  afforded  in 
every  ■  fitnation  throughout  the 
courfe  of  fo  long  arid  trying  a  con- 
fiidt;  and  if  a  man,  who  has  un¬ 
fortunately  loft  his  ftiip,  (though  I 
hope  not  difiionourably,)  may  be 
permitted,  I  humbly  beg  leave  to 
recommend  Mr.  Lktlehales  to  their 
lordfliips’  notice  and  patronage.  I 
hope  this  will  riot  be  deemed  to  de¬ 
rogate  from  the  merits  of  lieute¬ 
nants  Nicols  and  Thomas,  who 
were  quartered  on  the  main-deck, 
and  who,  during  a  great  part  of 
the  adtion,  fought  half  way  up 
their  legs  in  water,  cheering  and 
inipiring  courage  to  all  around 
them  by  their  own  animated  and 
gallant  example.  Mangled  as  we 
were  in  our  hull  as  well  as  in  our 
malts,  yards,  and  rigging,  thanks 
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to  Almighty  God,  we  had  but  three 
men  killed,  and  i  5  badly  wounded, 
I  reft  firmly  allured  that  fir  E. 
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Peliew  has  done  ample  juftice  ta 
my  condudt  in  "his  reprefentation 
of  the  engagement  to  their  lord¬ 
fliips;  and  I  humbly  hope  no  ble- 
mifli  will  attach  to  my  character, 
for  a  misfortune  occafioned  by  an 
impatient  ardour  to  lignalife  Britifli 
valour  oppofed  to  fuperior  force. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

R.  C.  Reynolds, 
From  the  London  Gazette,  Sept.  30. 

Admiralty-office,  Sept.  30,  1  J 9 7 . 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
Boorder,  commander  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  (loop  PEfpiegle,  to  Evan 
Nepean,  efq.  dated  Yarmouth 
Roads,  the  37th  of  September, 

1 797*  ;  .  r 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 

you,  for  the  information  of  my 
lords  commifiioners  of  the  admiral¬ 
ty,  that  on  Saturday  the  23d  in- 
flan  t,  at  one  P.  M.  being  then  off 
the  coaft  of  Holland*  the  .  Vlic 
ifland  bearing  fouth,  diftance  eight 
leagues,  we  difcovered  a  fchooner 
about  four  or  five  miles  ahead  of 
us,  which  we  gave  chace  to.  The 
wind  being  at  S.  E.  prevented  her 
from  .  gaining  the  Vlic  paffage. 
Finding  we  were  coming  faff:  „up 
with  her,  and  judging  we  v^ere  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  coaft,  file  ran 
dole  in,  and  let  p-o  her  anchor  in 
eight  feet  water.  Mr.  Stevenion, 
my  mafter,  knowing  the  coaft  very 
well,  we  followed  until  we  came 
into  lefs  than  three  fathoms,  let  go 
our  anchor,  and  immediately  com¬ 
menced  a  heavy  fire  on  her.  They, 
however,  engaged  uS  forty  minutes, 
then  cut  their  cable  and  ran  on 
fti  ore  :  thirteen  of  her  crew /  took 
this  opportunity  of  leaving  her  be¬ 
fore  our  boats  could  take  pofteftion. 
No  time  was  to  be  loft ;  the  fignal 
for  an  enemy  on  their  coaft  had 

been: 
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.been  made  from  our  firft  firing  on 
the  fchooner  ;  and  we  could  plain¬ 
ly  perceive  they  were  bringing 
down  two  field-pieces  again  ft:  us  ; 
but,  by  our  conftant  fire  of  round 
and  grape  fiiot,  we  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  {topped  their  progrefs :  the 
tide  of  flood  having  made,  (lie  was 
boon  got  off,  without  any  other  da¬ 
mage  than  having  received  a  fiiot 
between  wind  and  water,  and 
which  we  foon  got  flopped. 

The  fecond  lieutenant  of  the 
fchooner  was  killed  :  we  had  a  few 
fiiot  through  our  fails,  and  two 
through  our  enfign.  She  proves 
to  be  the  D’Ondeilbaarlaid,  or  the 
Invincible,  Dutch  fchooner,  from 
Amflerdam,  mounting  io  guns, 
carrying  46  men;  left  the  Vlic 
Ifland  only  that  morning ;  had 
made  no  captures ;  quite  a  new 
reffel,  and  a  remarkable  fafl  failer, 

OCTOBER. 

Admiralty -office,  Off.  2. 

This  gazette  contains  accounts 
of  the  capture  of  the  L’Entrepre- 
nant,  French  cutter  privateer,  by 
his  majefty’s  (loop  Weazle,  capt. 
Lewis  ;  —  alfo,  the  Jean  Bart, 
French  lugger  privateer,  of  eight 
fwivels  and  24  men,  coppered,  by 
his  majefly’s  armed  cutter,  Tele- 
machus,  capt.  Newton. 

3.  About  four  weeks  ago,  the 
hon.  mifs  King,  who  lived  with 
her  mother,  lady  Kingfoorough, 
eloped  from  Windfor.  There 
were  many  circumftances  attending 
the  elopement,  which  led  to  a  fu- 
fpicion  of  the  perfon  who  had  fe- 
duced  her  from  her  duty.  Col. 
Fitzgerald,  who  is  married  to  a  very 
beautiful  lady,,  and  is  fecond  coufin 
to  mifs  King,  had  been  very  atten¬ 
tive  to  her  for  fome  time,  and,  it 
appears,  had  previoufly  found 
means  to  lead  her  affray*  She  was 
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very  young,  being  now  only  16 
years  of  age,  and  her  habits  of  life 
had  been  fuch  as  to  leave  her  more 
uninformed  of  the  vicious  habits 
of  the  world  than  happens  to  rnoft 
young  people,  even  ot  that  early 
age.  Col.  Fitzgerald  was  at  length 
taxed  bv  her  friends  as  being  ac- 
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ceflary  to  her  elopement  ;-but  he 
was  at*  firft  extremely  indignant, 
and  threatened  to  fight  any  perfon 
who  fhould  accufe  him.  The 
afflidled  parent,  by  the  advice  of 
friends,  had  at  length  recourfe  to 
the  newfpapers,  and  after  having 
repeatedly  advertifed  in  vain,  for 
her  daughter,  was  induced  to  offer 
a  reward  of  100  guineas  for  her  dif- 
covery.  It  was  in  confequence  of 
the  reward  offered,  that  a  young 
woman,  daughter  of  the  mi  ft  refs 
of  the  houfe  where  the  young  lady 
was  concealed,  in  Clayton-ftreet, 
Kennington,  difcovered  mifs  King, 
and  her  leducer. 

As  foon  as  lord  Kingfoorough, 
who  was  in  Ireland,  heard  of  the 
flight  of  his  daughter,  he  came  to 
England  with  his  foil,  colonel  King  ; 
and  the  firft  ftep  was  to  find  out 
col.  (  Fitzgerald,  which  was  not 
done  without  fome  difficulty ;  as 
they  were  determined  to  call  him  to 
a  perfonal  and  fevere  account. 
Lord  Kingfborough  wrote  to  his 
friend  major  Wood,  at  Afhford, 
requefting  his  immediate  attendance 
in  town.  As  foon  as  he  arrived,  a 
meeting  was  appointed,  and  the 
duel  took  place  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing*  which  was  accompanied  by 
the  difcharge  of  feveral  foots,  with¬ 
out  any  hurt  to  either  party. 

Admiralt, -office,  Off,  7. 

This  gazette  contains  accounts 
of  the  capture  of  the  Indian,  a 
French  ftiip  privateer  of  16  guns, 
and  the  Egmont,  one  of  the  Lee¬ 
ward  Ifland  convoy,  by  his  majefty’s 
fliips  Phaeton  and  Unit6. 

(K  2)  10.  Copy 
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I©.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  admiral  French  lugger  privateer,  mounting 
Peyton,  to  Evan  Nepean,  efq.  fix  carriage-guns,  and  eight  co¬ 
dated  on  board  the  O  very  del,  the  horns,  and  54  men,  by  his  ma- 
0th  111ft.  jefty’s  fliip  Meiampus,  capt.  Moore; 

SIK,  — alfo,  La'  Brunette,  pierced  for 

I  herewith  inclofe  a  copy  of  a  16  guns,  and  carrying  ten,  eight 
letter  I  have,  received  from  capt.  of  which  were  thrown  overboard 
Horton,  of  his  majeftv’s  floojp  in  the  chace,  by  his  majefty’s  Ihip 
Fairy,  giving  an  account  of  his  Unite.  ^ 

having  funk  a  French  lugger,  London  Gazette  extraordinary  of 
which  you  will  pleafe  to  lay  before  Friday,  Oft.  13,  1797. 

their  lord  {hips.  Admiralty-office,  08.  13. 

I  am,  &c.  Lieutenant  Brodie,  of  the  Rofe 

J.  Peyton,  cutter,  arrived  early  this  morning 
Fairy  Sloop,  Gfl.  8.  with  a  letter  from  admiral  Duncan, 
SIR,  commander  in  chief  of  his  majefty*s 

I  have  to  inform  you,  that  on  ihips,&c.employed  in  the  North  fea.? 
the  5th,  at  day-break,  being  off  to  Evan  Nepean,  efq.  of  which  the 
Blancnez,  I  discovered  three  lug-  following  is  a  copy. 


Venerable ,  off  the  conjl 
of  Holland ,  the  litfi 
of  *  Ofiober,  by  log 
(nth),  three  P.  M. 
Camper  down,  E.  S.  E. 
eight  miles,  wind  N» 

by  E. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint 


gets  to  the  S.  W.  and  one  brig  to 
the  weft  ward,  which  proved  to  be 
a  prize  to-  them;  and,  after  every 
effort  to  cut  them  off  from  the  land 
proving  unfuccefsful,  about  eleven 
A.  M.  a  little  to  the  weft  ward  of 
Bftaples,  I  anchored  a-breaft  of 
the  brig,  one  of  the  luggers  having 
regained  her,  and,  after  heaving  as 
clofe  in  as  1  could,  and  attempting  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
to  drive  the  lugger’s  crew,  foldiers,  lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiral- 
and  people  a  (fern  bled  about  the  brig  tv,  that  at  nine  o’clock  this  morn- 
from  'her,  as  well  as  having  fent  ing  I  got  fight  of  the  Dutch  fleet; 
my  boats  in  twice  to-  fee  if  it  was  at  half  paft  twelve  I  paffed  through 
practicable  to  board  the  brig,’  in  their  line,  and  the  aftion  commen* 
vain,  1  was  under  the  neceffity  of  ced,  which  has  been  very  feve re. 
leaving  the  brig,  though  not  before  The  admiral’s  fliip  is  difmafted,  and 
I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  fink  the  has  ftruck,  as  have  feveral  others, 
lugger,  which,  from  the  manner  and  one  is  on  fire, 
they  difmantled  her  at  low  water,  I  ffiall  fend  captain  Fairfax  with 
I  conceive  to  have  rendered  totally  particulars  the  moment  I  can  fpar& 
unferviceable.  As  the  tide  flowed,  him. 

the  enemy  moved  the  brig  clofe  in  I  am,  fir,  your  moft  obedient, 
fhore  under  the  batteries,  and  got  humble  fervant, 

her  into  Boulogne.  The  lugger  Ad^m  Duncan 

appeared  to  have  from  30  to  40  Upon  lieutenant  Brodie’s  arrival 


men  on-board ;  mounted  fwivels 
only. 


earl  Spencer  inftantly  fet  off  to 
Kew,  to  communicate  the  gratify - 
j.  Sidney  Horton,  ing  intelligence  to  the  king.  His 
This  gazette  contains  accounts  lordfhip  returned  between  fever* 
of  the  capture  of  Le  Rayon,  a  and  eight  o'clock*  and  immediately 
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fent  the  following  letter  to  the  lord 
mayor. 

Admiralty -office,  13 th  G  Holer . 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  fatisfadion  to  inform 
your  lordfhip,  that  an  officer  has 
arrived  from  admiral  Duncan,  with 
an  account  of  his  having  fallen  in 
with  the  Dutch  fleet,  off  the  coafl 
of  Holland,  on  Wednesday  lafl, 
and  that,  after  a  fevere  action,  the 
Ihip  having  the  Dutch  admiral  on 
board  had  been  difmafled  and  had 
flruck,  as  had  alf©  feveral  others 
pf  the  enemy’s  fhips. 

When  the  officer  left  the  admi¬ 
ral,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  he  was  then  preparing  to 
take  poffeffion  of  the  fhips  which 
had  flruck,  and  to  pnrfue  the  re¬ 
mainder. 

I  mod  heartily  congratulate  your 
lordfhip  on  this  important  event, 
and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  regard,  my  lord, 

Your  lordfhip’s  mod  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

Spencer. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Mayor. 

14.  The  ordinary  gazette  of  this 
*day  announces  the  capture  of  Lcs 
Amis,  a  French  cutter,  four  guns 
and  18  men,  by  lieut.  Tomlinfon, 
of  the  Speedwell  lugger ;  of  the 
Le  FlibufUer,  of  nine  guns  and  29 
men,  by  capt.  Faulkner,  of  the 
Diana.;  of  the  San  Noberta,  S pa¬ 
ri  iffi  privateer,  of  four  guns  and  42 
men,  by  the  Cerberus  ;  and  of  the 
brigantine,  Le  Poiffon  Volant,  let¬ 
ter  of  marque,  four  guns,  by  capt. 
Roberts,  of  the  La  Concorde. 
London  Gazette  extraordinary  of 
Monday,  Od.  16,  1797. 

Admiralty-office,  OH.  16.  —  Capt. 
Fairfax  of  the  Venerable  arrived 
early  this  morning  with  dilpatches 
•from  Adam  Duncan,  efq.  admiral 
[gf  the  blue,  commander  in  chief  of 


his  majefly’s  fhips,  &c.  employed 
in  the  north  fea,  to  Evan  Nepean, 
efq.  fecretary  of  the  admiralty,  of 
which  the  following  are  copies. 

Venerable,  at  fea ,  13  th  O Holer t 
1797,  off  the  Coajl  of  Holland . 

SIR, 


Be  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  lords 
commiffi oners  of  the  admiralty, 
that,  judging  it  of  confequence 
their  lordfhips  fhould  have  as  early 
information  aspoffible  of  the  defeat 
of  the  Dutch  fleet  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  admiral  De  Winter,  I 
difpatched  the  Rofe  cutter  at  three 
P.  M.  011  the  1 2th  (nth)  inflant, 
with  a  fliort  letter  to  you  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  adion  was  ended.  I 
have  now  further  to  acquaint  you, 
for  their  lordfhips’  information, 
that  in  the  night  of  the  10th  inflant, 
after  I  had  fent  away  my  letter  to 
you,  of  that  date,  I  placed  my 
fquadron  in  fuch  fituation  as  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  returning 
to  the  Texel  without  my  falling  in 
with  them.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  nth  I  got  fight  of 
capt.  Trollope’s  fquadron,  with 
fignals  dying  for  an  enemy  to  lee- 
*ward  ;  I  immediately  bore  up,  and 
made  the  fignal  for  a  general  chace, 
and  foon  got  fight  of  them,  form- 
in  2  in  a  line  on  the  larboard  tack 
to  receive  us,  the  wind  at  N.  W. 
As  we  approached  near  I  made  the 
fignal  for  the  fquadron  to  fliorten 
fail,  in  order  to  conned  them; 
foon  after  I  faw  the  land  bet  ween 
Camperdown  and  F.gtoont,  about 
nine  miles  to  leeward  of  the  enemy, 
and  finding  there  was  no  time  to  be 
loft  in  making  the  attack,  I  made 
the  fignal  to  bear  up,  break  the 
enemy’s  line,  end  engage- them  to 
leeward,  each  lhip  her  opponent, 
by  which  X  got  between  them  and 
the  land,  whither  they  were  fad  ap¬ 
proaching.  My  fignals  were  obey¬ 
ed  with  great  promptitude,  and 
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vice-admiral  Onflow,  in  the  Mo¬ 
narch,  bore  down  on  the  enemy’s 
rear  in  the  moft  gallant  manner, 
his  divifion  following  his  example, 
and  the  action  commenced  about 
forty  minutes  pad  twelve  o’clock. 
The  Venerable  foon  got  through 
the  enemy’s  line,  and  I  began  a 
clofe  adtion,  with  my  divifion  on 
their  van,  which  laded  near  two 
hours  and  a  half,  when  I  obferved 
all  the  mads  of  the  Dutch  admiral’s 
fhip  to  go  by  the  board;  (be  was, 
however,  defended  for  fome  time 
in  a  mod  gallant  manner  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  overpveded  by  numbers,  her 
colours  were  ftruck,  and  admiral 
de  Winter  was  foon  brought  on 
board  the  Venerable.  On  looking 
around  me  I  obferved  the  fhip 
bearing  the  vice-admiral’s  flag  was 
alfo  difmaded,  and  had  furrender- 
ed  to  vice-admiral  Ondow ;  and 
that  many  others  had  likewife 
(truck.  Finding  we  were  in  nine 
fathoms- water,  and  not  farther  than 
five  miles  from  the  land,  my  at¬ 
tention  was  fo  much  taken  up  in 
getting  the  heads  of  the.  difabled 
11bps  off  fnore,  that  I  was  not  able 
to  didinguidi  the  number  of  fliips 
captured  ;  and  the  wind  having 
been  conftantly  on  the  land  fince, 
we  have  unavoidably  been  much 
difperfed,  fo  that  I  have  not  been 
able  to  gain  an  exaCt  account  of 
them;  but  we  have  taken  poffeffion 
of  eight  or  nine;  more  of  them 
had  (truck,  but  taking  advantage 
of  the  night,  and  being  fo  near 
their  own  coad,  they  fucceeded  in 
getting;  off,  and  fome  of  them  were 
feen  going  into  the  Texet  the  next 
morning. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure 
and  fatisfaCtion  I  make  known  to 
their  lordfhips  the  very  gallant  be¬ 
haviour  of  vice-admiral  Onflow, 
the  captains,  officers,  feamen,  and 
marines  of  the  fquadron,  who  all 
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appeared  actuated  with  the  truly 
Britifh  fpi'rit,  at  lead  thofe  that  I. 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing. 

One  of  the  enemy’s  fliips  caught 
fire  in  the  aCtion,  and  drove  very 
near  the  Venerable;  but  I  have 
the  pleafure  to  -fay  it  was  ex-, 
tinguiflied,  and  fhe  is  one  of  the 
fliips  in  our  poffedion.  The  fqua¬ 
dron  has  differed  much  in  their 
mads,  yards,  and  rigging,  and, 
many  of  them  have  lob  a  number  of 
men  ;  however  in  no  proportion  to 
that  of  the  enemy.  The  carnage 
on  board  the  two  blips  that  bore, 
the  admirals’  flags  has  been  beyond 
all  defeription  ;  they  have  had  no 
lefs  than  250  men  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  of  each  fhip  ; 
and  here  I  have  to  lament  the  lofs 
of  captain  Burgefs,  of  his  majefty’s. 
fliip  the  Ardent,  who  brought  that 
fhip  into  adtion  in  thcmoftgallantand' 
msderly  manner,  but  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  killed  foon  after.  However, 
the  blip  continued  the  aCtion  clofe, 
until  quite  difabled.  The  public 
have  lob  a  good  and  gallant  officer 
in  captain  Burgefs,  and  I,  with 
others,  a  fin  cere  friend. 

Captain  Trollope’s  exertions  and 
adHve  good  condudt  in  keeping 
fight  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  until  I 
came  up,  have  been  truly  merito-, 
rious,  and,  I  truft,  will  meet  a 
jub  reward. 

I  fend  this  by  capt.  Fairfax,  by 
whofe  able  advice  I  profited  much 
during  the  action,  and  who  will 
give  their  lordbiips  any  further 
particulars  they  may  wifli  to  know. 

As  moft  of  the  blips  of  the  fqua- 
drou  are  much  difabled,  and  feve- 
ral  of  the  prizes  difmaded,  I  bialj 
make  the  bed  of  my  way  with  them 
to  the  Nore. 

I  herewith  tranfmit  you  a  lid  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  fuch 
of  the  fquadron  as  I  have  be'er* 
able  to  collecd ;  a  lid  of  the  ene- 
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mv’s  fleet  oppofed  to  my  fquadron, 

and  my  line  of  battle  on  the  day  of 

adfion,  I  am,  fir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Adam  Duncan. 

A  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  the  flaps  of  admiral  Dun¬ 
can’s  fquadron  in  an  action  with 
the  Dutch  on  i  lth  of  October, 

1 797*" 

Venerable,  13  feamen,  2  marines, 
killed;  6  officers,  52  feamen,  4 
marines,  wounded. — Total  77. 

Monarch.  2  officers,  34  feamen, 
killed;  9  officers,  79  feamen,  12 
marines,  wounded. — Total  136. 

Bedford.  2  midfhipmen,  26  fea¬ 
men,  2  marines,  killed ;  1  lieu¬ 
tenant,  37  feamen,  3  marines, 
wounded. — Total  71. 

Powerful.  8  feamen,  2  marines, 
killed;  4  officers,  74  feamen  and 
marines,  wounded. — Total  88. 

Jfis.  1  feaman,  1  marine,  killed  ; 
3  officers,  18  feamen,  wounded. 
—Total  23. 

Ardent.  2  officers,  33  feamzn,  6 
marines,  killed ;  8  officers,  83 
feamen,  11  marines,  3  boys, 
wounded. — Total  148. 

Agincourt.  None  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed. 

Belliqueux.  2  officers,  20  feamen, 
3  marines,  killed;  3  officers,  63 
feamen,  12  marines,  wounded.- — 
Total  103. 

Lancaftei*.  3  feamen  killed  ;  2  of¬ 
ficers,  1  3  '.feamen,  3  marines, 
wounded. — Total  21. 

Triumph.  25  feamen,  3  marines, 
I  boy,  killed  ;  5  officers,  50  fea¬ 
men  and  marines,  wounded. — 

Total  84. 

Officers  killed. 

Monarch.  Mr.  J.  P.  Tindall  and 
Mr.  Moyle  Finlay,  midfhip- 
men. 

Ardent.  Captain  Burgefs,  Mr. 
Michael  Dunn,  matter. 
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Belliqueux.  Lieutenant  Robert 
Webfler,  Mr.  James  Milne, 
matter’s  mate. 

Officers  wounded. 

Venerable.  Lieutenants  Clay  and 
Douglas,  lieutenant  Chambers  of 
the  marines,  Mr.  Stewart,  mid- 
fhipman,  Mr.  Brown,  pilot. 

Monarch.  Lieutenant  Retalick, 
lieutenant  Smith  of  the  marines, 
Mr.  George  Maffie,  Mr  Benja¬ 
min  Clement,  Mr.  Daniel  Suer- 
win,  Mr.  Charles  Slade,  miel- 
fhipmen,  Mr.  John  Chimley, 
mailer’s  mate. 

Bedford.  Lieutenant  Keener. 

Powerful.  Lieutenant  Jennings, 
Mr.  Mel.  Jones,  boatfwain,  Mr. 
Daniel  Rogers,  midfhipman, 
lieutenant  Walker  of  the  ma¬ 
rines. 

Ifis.  Lieutenant  Charles  Rea  of 
the  marines,  Mr.  Simon  Frafer 
and  Mr.  John  Walker,  mid  Unp¬ 
in  en. 

Ardent.  Lieutenant  James  Rofe, 
lieutenant  John  Sobriel,  captain 
Cuthbert  of  marines,  Mr.  John 
Tracy,  matter’s  mate,  Mr.  John 
Airev,  matter’s  mate,  Mr.  T. 

,  Leopard,  midfhipman,  Mr.  John 
Taylor,  captain’s  clerk,  ttightly, 
Mr.  George  Killiar,  midfhipman, 
ttightly. 

Belliqueux.  Lieutenant  Robert 
England,  ttightly,  captain  James 
Catfel  of  marines,  ttightly,  Mr. 
James  Scott,  midfhipman. 

Lancafter.  Lieutenant  Morgan, 
lieutenant  Sandys  of  the  ma¬ 
rines. 

Triumph.  Captain  Ellington, 
ttightly  in  the  arm;  Mr.  Chap¬ 
man,  firft  lieutenant,  ttightly  in 
the  head;  Mr.  Trollope,  third 
lieutenant,  ttightly  in  the  foot ; 
Mr.  Read,  matter,  ttightly  bruifi- 
ed  ;  Mr.  Jones,  midfhipman, 
ttightly  in  the  face. 

Adam  Duncan. 
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Lift  and  difpofttion  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  'on  the  nth  of  Odober, 

I797‘  Van. 

Vice-admiral  Reyntjes,  commaHer. 

Cerberus,  captain  Jacobfon,  68 
guns,  4  co  men./ 

Delft,  captain  Verdoon,  56  guns, 
375  men.  Taken. 

Jupiter,  vice-admiral  Reyntjes  and 
rear-admiral  Meufes,  74  guns, 
550  men.  Taken. 

Alkmaar,  capt.  Kraft,  56  guns, 
350  men.  Taken. 

Haarlem,  capt.  Wiggerts,  68  guns, 
450  men.  Taken. 

Munuikkendam,  capt.  Lancafrer, 
44  guns,  Z70  men.  Taken. 

Held  in,  capt.  Dumifnilde  LTef- 
trille,  32  guns,  230  men. 

Daphne  brig,  lieutenant  Fredericks, 
18  guns,  98  men. 

Centre. 

Admiral  De  Winter,  commander 
in  chief. 

WafTenaar,  capt.  Holland,  64  guns, 
450  men.  Taken. 

Batavier,  captain  Souters,  56  guns, 
350  mien. 

Vryheid  (the  Liberty),  admiral  de 
Winter  Van  Koftem,  74  guns, 
550  men.  Taken. 

States  General,  rear-admiral  Story, 
74  guns,  550  men. 

Leyden,  capt,  Mufquetier,  68  guns, 
450  men. 

Mars,  capt.  Kolff,  44  guns,  400 
men. 

Waakfaamheid,  captain-lieutenant 
Nicrop,  24  guns,  150  men, 

jMinerva,  capt.  Eiibracht,  24  guns, 
150  men. 

Galatea  brig,  lieutenant  Rivery,  1 8 
guns,  98  men. 

Ataianta  brig,  lieutenant  Piets,  18 
guns,  98  men. 

Rear. 

Rear-admiral  Bloys,  commander. 

Admiral  Devries,  capt.  Zegers,  68 
guns,  450  men.  Taken. 


[Odober, 

Hercules,  capt.  Van  Ryfoort,,  64 
guns,  450  men.  Taken. 

Brutus,  rear-admiral  Bloys,  74  guns, 
550  men. - 

Befchermer,  capt.  HJinxtt,  56  guns, 
350  men. 

Gelykheid  (the  Equality!,  capt. 
Ruyfen,  68  guns,  450  men. 
Taken. 

Ambufcade,  captain-lieut.  Huy$, 
32  guns,  270  men.  Taken. 

.Ajax  brig,  lieut.  Arkenbout,  18 
guns,  98  men. 

Haasje  (Avi.fo),  lieut.  Hartenfeld, 
6  guns,  35  men. 

Adam  Duncan. 
N.  B.  Another  line  of  battle 
fhip,  reported  to.  be  taken,  name 
unknown. 

Difpofttion  of  the  fquadron,  in  the 
order  of  battle,  on  the  nth  o.f 
Odober,  1797. 

Larboard,  or  lee  divifton. 
Richard  Onflow,  efq.  vice-admiral 
of  the  red,  commander. 

1.  RufTel,  Henry  Trollope,  capt. 
74  guns,  590  men. 

2.  Diredor,  William  Bligh,  capt. 
64  guns,  491  men. 

3.  Montague,  John  Knight,  capt. 
74  guns,  590  men, 

4.  Veteran,  George  Gregory,  capt. 
64  guns,  491  men. 

5.  Monarch,  vice-admiral  Onflow, 
Edward  O'Bryen,  capt.  74  guns, 
599  men. 

6.  Powerful,  William  O’Bryen 
Drury,  capt.  74  guns,  59b  men. 

7.  Monmouth,  James  Walker, 
capt.  64  guns,  491  men. 

8.  Agincourt,  John  Williamfon, 
capt.  64  guns,  491  men. 

Repeaters. 

Beaulieu  frigate — cutters,  Rofe, 
King  George,  Adive,  Diligent- 
Speculator  lugger. 

Starboard,  or  weather  divifton. 
Adam  Duncan,  efq,  admiral  of  the  , 
blue,  and  commander  in  chief, 
&c.  &c;  &c.. 

9.  Triumph, 
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9.  Triumph,  William  Henry 
Ellington,  capt.  74  guns,  640 
men. 

10.  Venerable,  admiral  Duncan, 
William  George  Fairfax,  capt. 
74  guns,  593  men. 
ir.  Ardent,  Richard  R.  Burges, 
capt.  64  guns,  491  men. 

12.  Bedford,  Ixr  Thomas  Byard, 
capt.  74  guns,  590  men. 

13.  Lancafter,  John  Wells,  capt. 
64  guns,  491  men. 

14.  Belliqueiix,  John  Inglis,  capt. 
64  guns,  491  men. 

13.  Adamant,  William  Hotham, 
capt.  50  guns,  343  men. 

16.  Ills,  William  Mitchel,  capt, 
30  guns,  343  men. 

Repeaters. 

Circe  frigate. — Martin  (loop. 

Adam  Duncan. 
Venerable ,  off  Orfordnefs , 

Oil.  15,  1797* 

SIR,  . 

In  addition  to  my  letter  of  the 
-13th  inftant,  containing  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  addon  of  the  nth, 
and  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
fend  away  until  this  day,  I  have  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
pf  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the 
admiralty,  that,  from  the  wind  con¬ 
tinuing  to  ulow  on  the  Dutch  coaft, 
the  Blips  have  had  great  difficulty 
in  keeping  off  the  fliore,  and  that 
we  have  unavoidably  been  feparat- 
ed.  On  Friday  laft  the  wind  blew 
ftrong  from  the  W.  S.  W.  to  the 
W.  N.  W.  and  continued  fo  to  do 
until  Saturday  morning :  it  then 
fluffed  to  the  north,  when  I  made 
the  lignal  to  wear,  flood  to  the 
westward,  and  fortunately  anchor¬ 
ed  here  laft  evening,  the  Venerable 
being  fo  leaky,  that,  with  all  her 
pumps  going,  we  could  but  juft 
keep  her  free.  This  morning  I  ob¬ 
served  the  Blips  named  in  the  mar- 

*  Monarch,  Powerful, 
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gin  *  at  anchor  near  us,  three  near 
the  Kentifh  knock,  and  three  in 
Hofley  bay.  The  wind  is  at  N. 
W.  and  much  againft  the  difabled. 
Blips :  I  have  therefore  fent  the 
Lancafter  and  Beaulieu  out  to  ren¬ 
der  them  afliftance. 

Sir  Thomas  Williams,  in  the 
Eiidymion,  who  joined  me  the  day 
after  the  action,  I  alfo  fent  in 
fhore,  to  keep  by  and  aflift  the 
difabled  Blips ;  and  I  am  informed 
that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night, 
he  fell  in  with  a  Dutch  Blip  of  tiie 
line  off  the  Texel,  and  had  cm 
gaged  her,  but  I  have  not  heard 
the  particulars. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Adam  DuncaiD  • 
Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 

The  following  is  the  account  of 
this  important  victory,  as  given 
to  the  Dutch  government  by  ad¬ 
mirals  de  Winter  and  Storv. 

“  With  the  deepeft  imprefiNn 
of  grief  I  inform  you,  that  yefter- 
day  morning,  October  11,  we  dis¬ 
covered  the  EngliBi  Beet.  I  im¬ 
mediately  formed  into  a  line  of  bat¬ 
tle  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  and  did 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  keep 
the  (hips  as  clofe  together  as  pdf- 
Bble,  but  my  orders  for  this  pur- 
pofe  could  not  be  completely 
obeyed,  on  account  of  the  unfteadi- 
nefs  of  the  wind,  the  high  fea,  and 
the  bad  failing  of  fome  of  the  vef- 
fels.  At  eleven  o’clock  the  enemy- 
attacked  the  rear  of  the  line, 
which  they  broke  through  with 
great  refolution.  This  I  law  with 
lome  pleafure,  becaufe  I  always 
entertained  hopes  that  the  reft  of 
the  fleet  would  clofe  up,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  made  a  fignai  to  the  head- 
moft  Blips  to  ILtckea  fail.  This, 
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however,  was  of  no  ava.il.  We 
came  into  action  fuccdlively  in  an 
irregular  manner.  My  fliip  was  en¬ 
gaged  at  one  time  with  two,  and 
afterwards  with  three.  The  Her¬ 
cules,  which  was  the  fecond  in  the 
line  from  me,  took  fire,  and  drove 
towards  me,  by  which  means  I  was 
obliged  to  fhift  my  ftation,  and  ap¬ 
proach  a  fourth  Englifh  (hip,  being 
that  of  the  admiral.  All  my  run¬ 
ning  rkwinsf  was  now  tore  to 

O  ,  o  O 

pieces,  and  while  I  was  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  make  a  fignai  for  feme  of 
the  Slips  to  come  to  my  abidance, 
the  fuvgdine  was  (hot  from  my 
hand.  In  the  mean  while  the 
Wallen s ar,  by  the  captain  being 
wounded  early,  and  the.  lofs  of  a 
great  many  people,  was  obliged  to 
jihtke,  as  did  a  Ho  the  Haarlem,  the 
De  Vries,  the  Delft,  and  the  Jupi¬ 
ter,  whole  main -m  aft  went  by  the 
hoard.  This  I  was,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  prevented  from  feeing,  by  the 
thicknefs  of  the  frnoke,  and  the 
do fe nets  with  which  I  was  engag¬ 
ed.  Every  thing  being  at  length 
(hot  away,  and  having  iofi  a  con- 
ftderable  number  of  men,  1  never- 
thelefs  endeavoured  to  force  my 
way  through  the  five  Englifh  (hips, 
with  a  view  of  making  for  port, 
or  of  giving  an  opportunity  to 
feme  of  the  fleet  not  yet  difabled, 
to  afford  me  affiflance,  but  my  at¬ 
tempt  was  not  fuccefsful.  At  two 
o’clock  all  my  three  malls  went 
overboard,  but  I  (till  continued  to 
defend  the  wreck  for  half  an  hour, 
when,  having  no  further  hope,  fee¬ 
ing  the  reft  of  the  fliips  at  a  di- 
ftance,  and  finding  that  my  flag 
-was  (hot  away,  I  ordered  the  peo¬ 
ple,  one  half  of  whom  I  had  al¬ 
ready  loft,  to  (top  firing,  and  at 
three  o’clock  an  Englifh  frigate  ap¬ 
proached  me,  the  captain  of  which 
came  on  board,  and  carried  me  to 
admiral  Duncan.  The  Gelykheid 


lay  to  the  windward  of  me.  I  firw 
alfo  that  (he  made  no  longer  refift- 
ance,  and  had  ceafed  firing ;  her 
running  rigging  was  all  in  pieces, 
but  why  the  ftruck,  I  know  as  lit¬ 
tle  as  I  do  of  the  Admiral  de  Vries, 
the  Delft,  and  the  Haarlem.  The 
Hercules  loft  her  mizen-maft,  and 
took  fire,  which  brought  her  as 
well  as  me  into  the  midft  of  the 
Englifh  fleet,  and  fhe  has  alfo  been 
captured.  With  the  behaviour  of 
mv  officers  and  crew,  I  am  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfied.  I  recommend  them 
to  you  as  men  who  defended  them- 
felves  to  the  laft,  and  continued 
faithful  to  their  admiral.  Both 
fides  fought  with  fury,  and  '  many 
men  have  fallen.  The  Englifh 
alfo  have  fuftained  great  lofs.  They 
had  retired  to  Yarmouth,  with  nine 
fail  of  the  line,  in  order  to  refit. 
On  Saturday  evening  tjiey  received 
intelligence  that  we  were  at  lea; 
on  Monday  they  again  failed,  hav¬ 
ing  re- victualled  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  having  received  eight 
other  fliips  from  Portfrnouth  and 
the  Downs,  in  the  room  of  the 
eight  which  were  under  repair* 
They  had  altogether  fixteen  fail  of 
the  line,  among  which  there  was 
only  one  50,  the  greater  part  of  the 
reft  being  fliips  of  74  guns.  Be-? 
hold  then  the  molt  unfortunate  day 
of  my  life.  Every  exertion  that 
depended  on  manoeuvres  or  per- 
fonal  courage,  .was  made  by  my- 

felf  and  many  others  on  board,  but 
«> 

in  vain.  Our  enemies  refpedt  us 
on  account  of  the  obftinacy  of  our 
defence.  No  aCtion  can  have  been 
fo  bloody,  for  it  was  fatal  to  us. 
I  fliali  have  the  honour  of  fending 
you  a  more  accurate  and  minute 
account,  as  foon  as  I  find  an  op¬ 
portunity.  I  at  prefent  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  permifiion  from  the 
Englifh  admiral,  to  give  you  this 
fliort  notice,  and  to  call  vour  car? 

and 
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and  attention  to  a  number  of  pri- 
foners,  whofe  bravery  and  courage 
delerved  a  better  fate,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  the  crew  of  the  Vryheid. 
I  recommend  to  you  the  poor  wi¬ 
dows  and  orphans,  and  the  wife 
and  children  of  my  worthy  cap¬ 
tain,  Van  RofTum,  whofe  thigh  was 
fhot  off  at  half  paft  two.  He  is 
Rill  alive,  but  there  are  little  hopes 
of  his  recovery.  Two  cadets,  one 
of  which  is  my  nephew,  have 
each  loft  the  left  leg  ;  the  reft  of 
my  officers  are  well.  Cranenburg, 
the  lieutenant  of  marines,  only  is 
dead.  -  Of  the  ftate  of  the  other 
(hips  I  can  give  no  account,  nor 

do  I  know  what  lofs  thev  have 
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Aiftained  ;  the  Englifti  do  not  know 
themfelves.  I  am  informed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  vice-admiral  Reintjes  has 
been  wounded  alfo,  and  that  he  is 
on  board  admiral  Onflow.  Meurer 
is  well,  but  captain  Holland,  of  the 
Waflenaar,  was  mortally  wounded 
in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  and 
loft  a  great  many  men. 

“  I  truft  and  hope  that  I  fhall  be 
permitted  to  return  to  Holland,  in 
prder  to  juftify  mvfelf  further. 

u  I  am  your  unfortunate  ad¬ 
miral, 

<<  De  Winter.” 
Qfficial  letter  of  rear-admiral  S. 
Story,  to  the  Committee  for  Ma¬ 
ritime  Affairs  at  the  Hague. 
ii  On  Boar  a  the  States  Geneial , 

on.  14,  1 797. 

“  After  having  happily  gained 
the  offing  with  the  fquadpon  of  the 
republic  on  the  7th  of  Oct.  we 
continued  to  cruize  „  along  the 
coaft,  by  making  tacks  towards  the 
Bree  Veertien.  — -  We  fell  in  with 
no  veftels  until  the  nth,  when,  at 
eight  in  the  morning,  we  were  in¬ 
formed  by  the  men  upon  the  out¬ 
look  at  the  topgallant-maft-head, 
that  the  Englifti  fleet,  amounting 
tp  thirty  fail,  was  then  to  the  wind¬ 


ward  of  us.  The  fignal  for  prer 
paring  to  engage  was  immediate¬ 
ly  made,  and  afterwards  that  for 
forming  a  line  of  battle  in  three  db 
vi.fions  on  the  larboard  tack.  The 
wind  was  then  N.  N.  E.  and  the 
village  of  Egmont  bore  eaft  north 
eaft,  diftant  two  leagues  and  a  half. 
The  Englifli  fleet,  which  bore 

o  b  ' 

down  upon  us  with  the  wind  abaft, 
formed  in  a  line  towards  the  fouth  ; 
then,  ranged  en  echiquhr  (chequer- 
wife),  it  came  right  upon  us.  At 
half-paft  twelve  began  one  of  the 
moft  obftinate  engagements,  per¬ 
haps,  that  ever  took  place  on  the 
ocean.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  the  greater  part  of  the 
Englifti  fleet  broke  through  our 
line.  Two  of  their  largell:  veftels 
then  engaged  one  of  ours.  Their 

o  o 

line  con 6 tied  of  twenty  fhips,  fix' 
of  which  carried  84  guns  ;  the 
others  were  74’s  and  64’s.  The 
Jfliips  engaged  on  both  fides  through¬ 
out  the  whole  line.  Thus  we  were 
attacked  both  to  windward  and 
leeward.  > 

“  All  veftels,  as  far  as  I  could 
obferve,  fought  with  equal  cou¬ 
rage.  The  behaviour  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  crews  is  above  all  praife. 
I  engaged  admiral  Duncan’s  fliip, 
and  another  of  84  guns.  The 
States  General  was  between  thefe 
two  veftels,  each  of  which  was  not 
more  than  the  length  of  the  (hip 
from  us.  The  fame  thing  took 
place  throughout  all  the  line.  Every 
part  of  my  rigging  was  foon  ftiot 
away  :  but  we  got  aftern  of  them 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Englifti 
admiral  was  obliged  to  wear,  and 
to  drop  aftern  aifo.  All  his  rig¬ 
ging  appeared  ready  to  give  way, 
and  moft  of  it  came  down  fome 
time  after.  The  fhip  of  84  guns, 
with  which  T  ft i H  remained  engage 
ed,  was  immediately  feconded  by 
a  74,  in  the  room  of  admiral  Dun- 
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can’s  fliip.  We  maintained  a  moft 
obftinate  aftion  with  thefe  two 
fhips,  and  continued  fighting  until 
three  o’clock. —  While  we  were 
conftantly  repeating  broadfide  after 
broadfide,  a  fire  broke  out  in  our 
Hern  and  between  decks ;  but  it 
was  foon  extinguifhed.  All  the 
Ihips  were  now  fo  much  difabled, 
that  they  could  no  longer  be  ma¬ 
naged,  and  drove  about  in  the 
greatefl  confufion.  It  was  no  long¬ 
er  pofiible  to  fire  a  fingle  gun. 
The  ftanding-rigging  of  each  mail 
was  carried  away  :  the  malls,  top- 
malls,  and  yards  were  all  wound¬ 
ed  :  the  running-rigging  was  entire¬ 
ly  fhot  away,  and  the  fails  all  torn 
to  pieces.  I  had  twenty  killed, 
and  forty  feverely  wounded.  Every 
brace  was  fhot  away;  as  were  alfo 
the  wheel,  the  tiller-ropes,  &c.  In 
a  word,  every  thing  was  carried 
away ;  we  had  (hot  in  every  part  of 
the  hull;  and  in  this  wretched  ftate 
we  floated  about  at  the  mercy  of 
the  waves. 

“  Newr  braces  were  got  up  as 
foon  as  poflibie  ;  and  at  four  o’clock 
we  flood  towards  the  Englifli  fleet. 
But  my  officers  then  made  a  report 
to  me,  that  the  {hip  was  filling  faft 
with  water ;  and  I  was  under  the 
neceflity  of  fliorteninv  fail.  The 

-  t  O 

evening  fet  in  with  thick  rain, 
which  prevented  us  from  feeing 
any  of  our  (hips,  but  a  few  which 
had  formed  the  rear  of  the  line.  I 
then  collected  all  the  veflels  be¬ 
longing  to  my  divifion  that  I  cbuld 
difcover.  At  midnight  I  found  I 
had  got  together  eleven  fail.  I  en¬ 
deavoured,  with  them,  to  col  left 
the  remainder  of  the  fquadron,  and 
flood  again  towards  the  Englifli 
fleet. 

“  At  day-1  reak  we  faw  them  to 
.windward  of  i  s,  at  a  fliort  difiance 
aftern.  There  was  then  none  of 
our  ffiips  of  the  line  a-head  of  us, 
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but  we  obferved  two  fhips  making 
for  the  Texel:  upon  coming  near 
them,  we  found  they  were  Englifli ; 
they  made  fail,  and  we  were  not  in 
a  condition  to  chace  them.  I  then 
continued  to  fleer  towards  the 
Texel,  and  I  obferved  the  hulls  of 
three  veflels  floating  near  the  fpot 
where  the  battle  was  fought.  On 
the  12th,  in  the  evening,  I  got 
fafely  into  the  Texel  with  the  ihips 
I  had  collefted. 

“  Health  and  fraternity. 

“  S.  Story.** 
The  following  is  a  tranfiation  of 
the  detailed  official  account'  fent 
by  admiral  de  ;  Winter  to  the 
Batavian  government. 

On  the  7th  of  Oftober,  in  the 
year  1797,  at  10  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  the  wind  E.  by  N.  blow¬ 
ing  a  light  breeze,  the  Dutch  fleet, 
coiififtingof  four  (hips  of  74,  feven 
of  64,  four  of  50,  two  of  44,  two 
of  32,  two  of  24,  four  brigs  of  16 
guns,  and  two  advice-boats,  under 
the  command  of  vice-admiral  de 
Winter,  cleared  the  Texel,  and 
got  fafely  out  to  fea.  On  the  night 
of  the  fame  day,  and  at  the  dawn 
of  the  fucceeding  morning,  fix  fail 
of  the  Englifli  were  dificovered,  a 
few  miles  to  windward,  the  wind 
being  then  S.  W.  upon  which  the 
fignal  for  a  general  chace  was 
"made  ;  but  thefe  fhips  being  much 
fmaller  in  number,  and  better 
failers  than  the  Dutch,  gained  fo 
much  upon  their  fleet,  4s  well  with 
regard  to  „di  fiance  as  to  the  wind, 
that  it  would  have  been  highly  in¬ 
judicious  to  fpread  our  fiiips  too 
much.  We  therefore  defifl.ed  from 
chafing,  and  continued  our  courfe, 
Handing  out  more  into  the  offing, 
towards  the  fiat  of  the  Meufe,  with 
a  view  to  meet  a  64  gun  fhip, 
which  was  expefted  from  thence 
to  join  the  fleet,  and  alfo  to  en¬ 
counter  and  give  battle  to  the  £ng- 
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lifh  fleet,  in  cafe  we  fhould  fall 
in  with  them  in  our  courfe,  while 
Peering  to  the  weftward. 

On  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th,  the 
wind  continuing  wefteriy,  and  very 
variable,  the  Dutch  fleet  worked 
up  a  great  way,  till  within  eight 
German  miles  E.  by  S.  of  Lowe- 
ftoffe,  whilft  five  of  the  Englifh 
fliips,  confiding  of  the  Ruflel,  of 
74,  the  Iris,  of  50  guns,  the  Beau¬ 
lieu  and  Circe  frigates,  and  Martin 
floop,  conftantly  kept  to  windward 
of  our  fleet;  whence  we  conclud¬ 
ed,  that  their  object  was  to  obferve 
our  motions,  and  that  they  had 
probably  fent  advice  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  ports,  in  order  to  collect  their 
fliips,  with  a  view  of  attacking  the 
Dutch  fleet  with  a  fuperior  force. 
Suppofing  that  the  Englifh  fleet 
was  not  yet  out,  and  this  fmali 
fleet  of  observation  becoming  very 
troubldome  to  us,  we  refolved  to 
avail  ourfflves  of  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  in  order  to  detach  the 
bed  failing  fliips  of  the  fleet,  un¬ 
der  a  prefs  of  fail,  in  hope  of  get¬ 
ting  to  windward  of  them  by  break 
of  day,  and  thus  enabling  our- 
fclves  to  attack,  or  at  lead  chace 
away,  thofe  unwelcome  obfervers  : 
but  on  the  10th  in  the  evening, 
we  received  information  by  fame 
merchant  fliips,  that  the  Englifh 
fleet,  confiding  of  15  fail  of  the 
line,  frigates,  floops,  & c.  making 
at;  in  the  whole,  was  at  lea,  at  the 
diftanceof  about  ten  German  miles 
from  us,  to  the  N.  N.  E.  In  con¬ 
fluence  of  this  intelligence,  the 
order  for  detaching  fome  of  our 
fliips  was  recalled,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fame  night  our  fleet 
was  collected  fo  as  to  be  in  clofe 
and  compact  order  at  the  break  of 
day.  The  wind  being  then  N.  W. 
liie  Dutch  fleet  edged  away  to  the 
N,  X.  E.  for  the  purpofe  of  reach¬ 
ing  our  place  of  rendezvous^ 


Camperduys,  the  next  day  ;  propof- 
ing  to  fail  thence  in  queft  of  the' 
Englidi  fleet,  which  we  were  alfo 
informed  was  fleering  E.  by  S. 
directing  its  courfe  towards  the 
Texel. 

At  break  of  dav7  the  wind  be¬ 
ing  N.  W.  with  inconflant  airs, 
fqualls,  and  a  turbulent  high  fea, 
the  Batavian  fleet  was  about  eight 
miles  ofF  Schevenningen.  Several 
of  our  fliips  being  fent  to  hail  fome 
merchant  fliips,  then  pafling  a-bread: 
of  the  fleet,  and  flanding  to  the  S. 
and  S.  S.  W.  a  frigate  brought  ad¬ 
vice  to  the  admiral  that  the  Eng- 
glifli  fleet  was  fleering  for  the 
Texel.  Being  perfectly  allured  of 
this,  the  admiral  made  a  fignal  for 
all  fliips  to  repai#to  their  refpec- 
tive  fquadrons,  and  to  form  clofe 
together,  and  then  put  about,  un¬ 
der  eafy  fail,  fleering  E.  by  N*  and 
E.  N.  E.  to  afford  time  for  thofe 
fliips  now  to  leeward  the  fpeedier 
to  join  the  fleet,  and  then  to  ftand 
in  Ihore.  He  alfo  made  the  fig¬ 
nal  to  prepare  for  battle ;  the  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  Eqglifli  fquadron 
continued  fleering  aboht  N.  N,  E. 
under  a  prefs  of  fail,  and  making, 
fignals,  whence  we  concluded  that 
they  had  got  fight  of  the  Englifh 
fleet. 

At  half  an  hour  paft  eight,  we 
got  fight  of  the  land,  which  we  dif- 
covered  to  be  the  Wykerdyns, 
bearing  eaff  at  the  diftance  of  four 
to  five  German  miles  from  us.  At 
this  time  the  fleet  had  again  hauled 
the  wind.  At  nine  o’clock  we  dis¬ 
covered  the  Englifh  fleet,  confid¬ 
ing  of  about  twenty  fail,  in  the 
N.  N.  W.  towards  Kimmen,  at  the 
diflance  of  four  to  five  German 
miles,  and  coming  down  before  the 
wind  ;  a  fignal  for  which  being  imme¬ 
diately  made  by  vice-admiral Reynt- 
jes,  admiral  de  Winter  threw  out 
the  fignal  to  form  the  line  of  bat- 
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tie,  and  one  after  the  other  to  clofe 
to  the  wind,  with  the  larboard  tack, 
down ;  whereby  the  rear,  under 
rear-admiral  Bloys,  became  of 
courfe  the  van.  The  Vryheid 
braced  her  top-fails  a-back,  to  ena¬ 
ble  the  other  fhips  more  conveni¬ 
ently  and  fpeedily  to  reach  their 
refpe&ive  Rations ;  the  Jupiter, 
vice-admiral  Reyntjes,  alfo  fell 
back,  whilfl  fome  other  fhips  were 
endeavouring  to  get  into  their  Ra¬ 
tions  ;  but  rear-admiral  Bloys  re¬ 
mained  lying  to  windward  with  his 
top-fail  a-back  ;  although  a  fignal 
.was  out  for  his  fquadron  to  make 
more  fail,  and  to  repair  to  its  Ra¬ 
tion  ;  which  fignal  was  duly  an- 
fwered  by  all  the  fhips  of  his  fqua- 
dron,  except  his  own.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Englifn  fleet  ap¬ 
proached  within  three  quarters  of 
a  German  mile,  and  then  brought 
to,  in  order  to  arrange  itfclf,  the 
■wind  being  very  inconflant,  vary¬ 
ing  fome  times  one  or  two  points. 
The  Vryheid  had  the  misfortune  of 
having  her  main-top-fail-yard  car¬ 
ried  away  by  a  fquail,  which  ob¬ 
liged  her  to  fct  the  fore-fail  and 
fome  Ray-fails,  that  (he  might  keep 
her  diRance.  In  the  mean  time 
admiral  de  Winter  made  the  fignal 
for  the  fhips  to  clofe  as  much  as 
pofiible,  as  alfo  for  the  foremoR 
Blip  of  the  line  to  Riorten  fail. 

The  line  of  the  Batavian  fleet 
was  now  formed  ;  but  the  Brutus, 
rear-admiral  Bloys  Van  Treflong, 
not  being  in  her  Ration,  laid  her- 
ielf  in  the  line  a-head  of  the  Leyde, 
.the  Delft  having  fallen  back  be¬ 
low  the  line  (and  not  being  able 
properly  to  attain  her  Ration  and 
diRance  in  any  other  manner),  was 
ordered  by  viceradmiral  Reyntjes  to 
place  herielf  the  hindmofl  fliip  of 
the  line,  by  which  means  the  Bata¬ 
vian  line  became  completely  form¬ 
ed  ;  but  being  irregular  as  to  di- 
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Ranee,  the  fignal  for  clofing  as 
much  as  pofiible  was  repeated. 

WhilR  fo  doing,  the  Englifh 
fleet  having  put  itfelf  in  order,  bore 
down  upon  us  before  the  wind. 
The  divifion  of  vice-admiral  On¬ 
flow,  who  was  in  the  Monarch, 
being  fomewhat  a-head,  that  divi- 
Ron,  confifiing  of  four  Riips  of  74, 
three  of  64,  and  one  of  50  guns, 
made  for  the  rear  of  the  Batavian 
line.  At  the  fame  moment  the 
Haarlem  got  too  clofe  to  the  Jupi¬ 
ter,  which  fliip  filling  her  main¬ 
top-fail,  and  the  Elaarlem  backing 
all  her  fails,  a  confiderable  diRance 
was  thereby  occafioned  between 
thefe  two  Blips  ;  and  the  Elaarlem, 
being  a  very  indifferent  failer,  could 
not  fo  fpeedily  regain  her  Ration  in 
the  line. 

Vice-admiral  Onflow,  profiting 
by  this  circumflance,  forthwith  led 
with  his  fliip,  the  Monarch,  through 
the  line  ;  while  admiral  de  Winter 
made  the  fignal  to  direct  the  fire 
againfi  the  advancing  fhips  of  the 
enemy  ;  expecting  that  by  forming 
in  clofe  order,  the  Englifh  fleet 
would  be  alfo  obliged  to  form  a 
regular  and  parallel  line  a-breafi  oF 
the  Batavian  fleet.  The  Monarch 
thus  running  through  the  line, 
gave  her  fiarboard  broadfide  to  the 
Haarlem,  and  the  larboard  to  the 
Jupiter  ;  and  per  co?itra  a  broadfide 
was  given  her  by  the  Munnikken- 
dam  frigate,  which  had  Rationed 
herfelf  fomewhat  behind,  yet  with¬ 
out  the  line,  to  the  leeward  of  the 
Jupiter;  and  fo  well  was  the  Mo¬ 
narch  alfo  received  by  the  Jupiter, 
that  the  wheel  of  her  helm  was  fhot 
away,  and  the  whole  fliip  confider- 
ably  fliattered. 

In  the  interim,  three  Englifh  Blips 
got  along-fide  of  the  Haarlem, 
Atkmaar,  and  Delft,  whilfl  two 
others,  together  with  a  frigate, 
paTed  aftern,  and  feverely  battered 
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the  Delft;  in  this  manner  thefe 
hindmoft  fhips  became  engaged  on 
both  fides,  and  were  thereby  very 
ill-treated,  and  thrown  into  confu- 
fion  in  a  fliort  fpace  of  time ;  to 
fnch  a  degree  indeed,  that  the  Aik- 
maar  ran  againft  the  ftern  of  the 
Munnikkendam,  which  frigate  be- 
>  iiig  already  considerably  {battered, 
ufed  her  utmoft  efforts  to  bear 
away,  and  for  a  fliort  time  quit 
her  ffation,  that  fhe  might  have  the 
better  opportunity  of  repairing  her 
damage;  but  being  almofl  unma¬ 
nageable  from  the  injury  fire  had 
fuflained,  and  being  purfued  by 
the  Beaulieu  and  a  fliip  of  the  line 
(fuppofed  the  Agincourt),  file  was 
reduced  to  the  fad  neceffitv  of  fub- 
mitting  to  her  more  powerful  oppo¬ 
nents  ;  and,  after  a  valiant  defence, 
the  Delft,  the  Haarlem,  and  the 
Alkmaar,  being  not  only  much  d if 
abled,  but  in  a  linking  condition, 
were  alfo  obliged  to  ifrike  to  the 
fuperior  force  of  their  aflailants,  as 
well  as  the  Jupiter,  which  was  at 
once  attacked  by  the  Ruflel,  and 
forfaken  by  the  Cerberus. 

At  the  fame  time  the  conflict 
commenced  between  the  divilion  of 
admiral  Duncan,  confiding  of  three 
fhips  of  74,  four  of  64,  and  one 
of  50  guns,  whereof  the  Venerable 
was  the  for em oft,  which  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  penetrate  between  rear-admi¬ 
ral  Story,  and  admiral  de  Winter 5 
but  was  at  firft  fruflrated  in  her  in¬ 
tention  by  the  clofmg  of  thefe  di- 
vifions :  unfortunately,  however, 
the  Wafienaar,  being  a  very  heavy 
and  bad  failing  fliip,  could  not  dole 
with  fufficient  fpeed,  and  bein<?  at 
the  fame  time  attacked  by  the  1  ow- 
erful,  of  74  guns,  the  Venerable 
fucceeded  in  getting  a-ftern  of  the 
States  General,  without  fuflaining 
much  injury ;  whiilf  the  Ardent 
attacked  the  Vryheid,  and  attempt¬ 
ed  to '  pafs  in  like  manner:  the  o- 
ther  Englifh  fliips  likewife  exqrted 
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themfelves  to  p.afs  the  Hercules  anci 
de  Vries,  blit  were  prevented  by 
the  clofe  fituation  of  our  fnips. 

The  battle  now  became  general, 
and  one  half  of  the  English  fleet 
being  to  leeward,  and  the  other 
half  to  windward  of  the  Batavian 
line,  the  confliH  was  vigorous  and 
obdinate  on  both  fides ;  and,  con- 
fidering  the  feparation  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifli  line,  and  that  the  part  of  their 
fleet  which  was  Ivino-  to  leeward 
fullered  confiderably  by  the  tre¬ 
mendous  fire  they  received  from 
our  fliips  oppofed  to  them,  and  the 
repeating  frigates  and  brigs,  the 
Batavian  admiral  de  ’Winter  enter¬ 
tained  great  hopes  that  victory 
would  (as  has  often  happened)  de¬ 
clare  in  favour  of  the  Batavian  fla<r. 
In  thefe  cxpe£tations  he  was,  how¬ 
ever,  much  difappointed,  when, 
after  being  overwhelmed  with  clouds 
of  fmoke  and  flames,  for  the  fpace 
of  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  after 
having  confiderably  damaged  his 
adveriary,  the  ftate  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  was  no  fooner  clear 'to  his 
fight,  than  he  had  the  melancholy 
profpeH  before  his  eyes  of  the  Her¬ 
cules  on  fire,  which  obliged  her  to 
q y  it  the  line  ;  whilfttbe  Befchermer 
alfo  got  before  the  wind,  out  of  the 
aftion,  as  well  as  the  States-Gene- 
ral,  which  fet  her  fore-fail,  and 
got  011  the  lee  fide,  a-head  of  the 
Vryheid,  probably  to  flielter  her- 
felf  from  the  flames  of  the  Hercu¬ 
les.  By  this  movement  the  Vry¬ 
heid  became  engaged  with  three 
Englifli  fliips;  namely,  the  Vene¬ 
rable  ;  the  fliip  by  which  the  Her¬ 
cules  was  battered;  and  her  own 
opponent :  this  was  alfo  the  cafe 
with  the  Gelykheid  and  Admiral  de 
Vries,  who  were  attacked  by  four 
fliips  of  the  enemy.  They,  never- 
thelefs,  continued  all  to  fight  with 
great  vigour  and  bravery. 

The  Wafienaar,  being  very  crank 
and  not  able  to  ufe  her  lower  tier  on 
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the  (larboard  fide,  (and  the  Bata- 
vier  not  coming  up,  but  having,  up¬ 
on  the  fir  ft  fire,  run  before  the 
wind  to  leeward  of  the  fleet,)  the 
Powerful,  which  was  lying  a-ftern 
of  the  former,  battered  her  in  fuch 
a.  manner  that  fine  was  no  longer 
go\rernable.  Being  thus,  from  the 
retreat  of  the  Batavier,  exported  to 
the  attack  of  two  (hips,  (lie  was 
sdfo  feen  to  ftrike  to  the  fuperior 
force  of  the  enemy.  The  Power¬ 
ful  then  came  up  to  the  affiftance  of 
admiral  Duncan’s  (hip,  which  being 
in  a  very  (battered  condition,  might 
ftiil  have  been  fuccefsfully  attacked 
by  three  Batavian  ftiips,  the  Brutus, 
Leyden,  and  the  Mars,  at  that  time 
formed  in  a  line  under  fingle  top- 
fails,  and  in  good  order,  and  having 
apparently  difcomfited  and  repulfed 
their  opponents. 

The  battle  ftiil  continued  in  the 
rear  of  the  Batavian  line.  The 
Vryheid,  though  quite  furrounded, 
hud  the  good  fortune  to  damage  the 
fore-rigging  of  the  Powerful  fo 
much,  that  the  latter  could  not  ad¬ 
vance,  or  perform  any  manoeuvre 
to  facilitate  the  renewal  of  her  at¬ 
tack.  The  Vrvheid  being  alfo 
much  {battered,  her  helm  ungovern- 
able,  and  having  no  longer  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  making  any  ftgnals, 
fell  off  herfelf,  and  was  thereby  for¬ 
tunately  liberated  from  the  Hercu¬ 
les,  then  in  flames,  as  alfo  from  the 
joint  attack  of  the  Powerful  and 
Venerable.  The  Brutus,  Leyden, 
and  Mars,  coming  up,  engaged  in 
palling  by  fome  of  the  Englifh 
ftiips,  which  were  much  (battered, 
and  endeavouring  to  recover  them- 
felves  :  they  alfo  exchanged  fome 
broadfides  with  the  Venerable  ; 
but,  neverthelefs,  remained  on  the 
ftarboard  tack,  and  failed  by  the 
difabled  ftiips  Vryheid,  Gelvkheid, 
and  Admiral  de  Vries,  without  giv- 
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ing  them  any  other  afliftance,  or 
putting  about  towards  us. 

At  this  critical  juncture,  the  Vry^ 
heid  was  again  driven  to  leeward, 
within  the  reach  of  the  Englifti 
fnips ;  thefe  having  now  fomewhat 
recovered  themfelves,  immediately 
furrounded,  and  battened  her  with 
incredible  fury;  this  was  alfo  the 
Cafe  with  the  Gelykheid,  then  ly¬ 
ing  to  windward.  The  Mars  made 
fome  attempts  to  lend  them  aflift- 
ance;  but  for  want  of  her  being 
fupported  by  the  others,  (lie  alfo 
adopted  the  moft  prudential  con¬ 
duct,  by  following  the  Brutus  un¬ 
der  eafy  fail.  Thus  we  found  our-^ 
felves  forfaken  on  all  (ides,  and 
furrounded  by  the  Englifb  fleet. 
The  Venerable  having  put  about, 
together  with  all  the  reft  of  the 
Englifb  ftiips,  ran  a-head  of  the 
Vryheid,  already  engaged  with  two 
other  ftiips,  and  fo  vigoroufly  at¬ 
tacked  her,  that  in  a  few  minutes 
all  her  marts  went  overboard  at 
once ;  but,  notwithftanding  every 
thing  being  (hot  away,  many  guns 
clifmounted,  and  about  zoo'of  her 
men  killed  and  wounded,  (he  ne- 
verthelefs  continued  her  defence 
upwards  of  half  an  hour;  vainly 
hoping  that  fuch  of  the  Batavian 
ftiips  as  had  not  fuffered  very  much 
in  the  engagement,  would  hafteri 
to  the  relief  and  liberation  of  their 
admiral  ;  or  that  by  a  wind  arifing 
from  the  north-weft,  we  might  be 
driven  towards  the  (hore,  and  the 
Englifti  thereby  be  obliged  to  defift 
from  furthpr  attack ;  but  thefe  hopes 
were  foon  evinced  to  be  momenta¬ 
ry  illufions.  The  wind,  on  the 
contrary,  fliifted  to  the  N.  and 
N.  E.  'and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Batavian  fleet  (food  away  on  "the 
other  tack  from  the  Englifti ;  and 
from  the  difaftrous  effects'  of  thefe 
combined  caufes  the  admiral  de 
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Vries,  the  Gelykheid,  the  Hercu¬ 
les  (which,  while  on  fire,  had 
thrown  her  gunpowder  overboard), 
and  laftly,  the  Vryheid,  were  ob¬ 
liged  feverallv  to  (trike,  as  neither 
ot  them  were  any  longer  manage¬ 
able,  and,  being  t'urrounded  by  a 
number  of  the  enemy’s  (hips,  all 
further  refiltance  was  rendered  in¬ 
effectual. 

Thus  the  battle  of  the  nth  of 
OCfober,  1-797,  was  ended  by  the 
ceafing  of  the  fire  from  the  Bata¬ 
vian,  (hip  Vryheid,  which  to  the 
laft  nobly  contended  to  preferve 
what  file  honourably  loft — the  Ba¬ 
tavian  cololurs 

The  bad  fuccefs  of  this  engage- 
ment  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  caufes : 

1  ft.  The  Engli Hi  force,  although 
equal  in  number,  exceeded  that  of 
the  Batavians  as  to  (hips  of  the 
-line. 

and.  The  Englifti  fliips  having 
been  together  at  fea  during  the 
fpace  of  nineteen  weeks,  the  par¬ 
ticular  capacity  of  all  the  fliips  was 
known  to  them,  with  relation  to 
each  other;  which,  it  mu  ft  be  al¬ 
lowed,  is  of  the  utmoft  importance 
and  advantage  in  nautical  manoeu¬ 
vres.  This  was  not  the  cafe  with 
the  Dutch. 

3d.  The  advantage  of  the  at¬ 
tack  ;  and 

4th.  The  early  retreat  of  fix  Ba¬ 
tavian  fnips  from  the  adtion.  And 
among  thofe  that  remained  were 
four  very  indifferent  failers,  to 
which  may  be  principally  attributed 
■the  breaking  of  the  line.  Add  to 
this,  that  having  loft  the  advantage 
of  attack,  and  being  partly  forfaken, 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  lefs  fur  prize 
that  the  vidfory  turned  out  fo  deci- 
fiveiy  in  favour  of  the  Englifti. 
Upon  the  whole,  without  magni¬ 
fying  Batavian  courage  beyond 
what  was  exemplified  in  this  me- 
.  1797. 


morable  engagement,*  and  admit- 
ting  that  cafual  circumftances  had 
been  equally  favourable  to  them  as 
to  the  Englifti,  and  admiral  de  Win¬ 
ter’s  fignaJs  been  obeyed  and  exe¬ 
cuted  with  the  fame  promptitude  as 
admiral  Duncan’s  were,  it  is  no  im¬ 
probable  conjecture  that  fome  of 
the  Britiili  fleet  would  at  this  time 
have  been  moored  in  the  Tex- 
el,  as  a  memento  of  Batavian 
prowefs,  and  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  nth  of  O£tobert 

1  797* 

16.  There  was  a  general  illumi¬ 
nation  in  the  metropolis,  and  its 
vicinities,  in  celebration  of  admi¬ 
ral  Duncan’s  victory.  The  man- 
fion-houfe,  admiralty,  theatres,  and 
other  public  buildings,  were  fplen* 
didly  illuminated.  Few  events  have 
given  rife  to  more  general  and  ar¬ 
dent  demonftrations  of  joy. 

ij.  The  gazette  of  this  night 
announces  the  capture  of  La  De- 
couverte,  French  brig,  14  guns 
and  91  men,  by  the  Unite;  and  of 
the  Telemachus,  French  lugger 
privateer,  of  12  guns  and  35  merf, 
by  lieutenant  Tomlinfon  of  the- 
Speed  well. 

18.  The*  livery  of  London  af- 
fembled  in  common  hall,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  choice  of  a  fit  perfon  to 
fill  the  lord  mayor’s  chair  for  the- 
en filing  year. 

The  court  of  aldermen  went  to 
the  huttings  at  one  o’clock,  and  af¬ 
ter  the  ufual  ceremonies  were  palled 
through,  the  recorder  came  forward* 
He  informed  the  hall,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  fir  Benjamin  Ham¬ 
mer’s  having  declined  to  ferve  the 
office  to  which  the  livery  of  Lon¬ 
don  had  elected  him  ;  and  of  his 
having  paid  into  the  chamber  of 
the  city  the  fum  of  1000I.  as  a 
fine,  it  became' neceflary  to  choofe 
fome  other  fit  and  proper  perfon  to 
the  fame  office  in  his  (lead, 
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The  names  of  the  aldermen  next 
in  turn  were  then  read,  beginning 
with  thofe  of  Newman,  Anderfon, 
and  Combe  ;  the  two  laft  of  whom, 
having  the  majority  of  hands  in 
their  favour,  were  returned  to  the 
court  of  aldermen  for  their  appro¬ 
bation,  and  they  returned  Mr.  al¬ 
derman  Anderfon  duly  chofen,  he 
being  the  fenior  on  the  lift:  he 
•was  accordingly  invefted  with  the 
inlignia  of  office. 

20.  The  court  of  aldermen  and 
common  council  voted  thanks  to 
admiral  Duncan  and  his  officers, 
arid  the  freedom  of  the  city  and  a 
fword  of  200  guineas  value  to  him  ; 
and  thd  freedom,  with  a  fword  of 
ioo  guineas  value,  to  vice-admiral 
Onflow. 

26.  The  city  of  London  prefent- 
ed  a  loyal  addrefs  to  his  majefty  on 
the  viftory  gained  by  admiral  Dun¬ 
can.  See  Public  Papers. 

28.  Yellerday,  the  ieffions  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  Ann  San- 
mert,  Henry  Boxer,  John  Clover, 
Charles  Martin,  Richard  Simmonds, 
William  Goidfmith,  William  Rail- 
ten,  William  Morris,  Mary  Hodges 
(otherwife  Sufannah  Robinfon), 
William  Qfland,  William  Coleman 
(otherwife  Middleton),  John  Af- 
quith,  and  Thomas  Wiley  (thir¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  being  a  perfon 
employed  in  the  general  poll- office, 
did  felonioufly  fecret  a  certain  let¬ 
ter,  containing  bank  notes  and  bills 
of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  50I. 
the  property  of  mefT.  Williams  and 
co.),  received  fentence  of  death ;  1 3 
were  ordered  to  be  tranfported  for 
the  term  of  feven  years  ;  1 2  to  be 
imprifoned  in  the  houfe  of  correc¬ 
tion,  Clerkenwell  \  5  to  be  impri¬ 
soned  in  Newgate;  and  one  order¬ 
ed  to  be  publicly  whipped. 

The  ftffions  were  adjourned  un¬ 
til  Wednefday  the  6th of  December 
■next. 


30.  The  coroner’s  inqueft  fat  on 
the  body  of  Humphrey  Bruifter,  Efq. 
who,  on  Thurfdav  evening,  (hot 
himfeif  at  his  houfe  in  Dean-ftreet? 
Soho,  and  brought  in  a  verdict  lu¬ 
nacy.  The  nurfe  was  the  principal 
witnefs  on  this  melancholy  occa* 
lion.  By  her  evidence  it  appeared, 
that  the  deceafed  had  been  i  dif- 
pofed  for  Several  days.  On  Thurf- 
day  he  was  Sufficiently  well,  and  or¬ 
dered  a  haddock  for  dinner,  and  a 
pudding.  About  two  hours  before 
his  death  he  changed  his  m’nd,  and 
defired  to  have  bailed  mutton  at  the 
ufual  hour.  In  the  morning  of 
Thurfday  he  locked  himfeif  in  his 
bed-room  for  a  confiderable  time,  a 
circumftance  by  no  means'  cuftom- 
ary.  At  one  o’clock  the  nurfe  and 
fervant  maid  heard  a  piftoMhot  as 
they  fat  in  the  kitchen.  The  nurfe 
ran  up  flairs,  but  did  not  open  the 
door  till  llie  called  the  maid,  incon¬ 
sequence  of  the  fulphureous  fmell 
which  iffiied  ftom  the  apartment. 
On  entering  the  room,  Mr.  Bruif¬ 
ter  was  ftretched  on  the  fopha — the 
blood  ifluing  from  a  wound  made 
in  his  head  by  thepiftol  ball.  The 
piftol  was  not  fufficientlv  charged 
to  fhoot  the  ball  through  the  head, 
in  which  it  Still  remains.  The  ball 
did  not  enter  the  brain,  as  he  Sur¬ 
vived  the  fatal  (hot  about  five  mi¬ 
nutes.  Near  him  a  loaded  piftol 
was  found,  and  behind  him,  on 
the  fopha,  a  fmall  difh  of  gun- 
lpowder  and  Several  balls !  Mr. 
Bruifter  was  about  fifty,  extremely 
infirm,  and  led  rather  a  Solitary  life. 
He  was  paflionate,  but  good-na¬ 
tured  ;  nervous  in  the  extreme,  and 
impatient  of  infult.  His  rental  is 
6000I.  a  year.  In  the  country  he 
kept  up  a  refpecftable  eftablifhment, 
but  in  town  it  was  by  no  means 
adequate  to  his  income.  On  Satur¬ 
day  laft  Mr.  Bruifter  returned  from 
his  eftate,  in  confequence  of  indif- 

pofition; 
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pofitionff  and  fi nee  that  time  was 
a61ually  making  arrangements  to 
refide  wholly  in  the  country,  be¬ 
ing  indignant  at  the  impofitions 
pradtifed  on  him  in  town.  This 
unfortunate  gentleman  had  a  con- 
flan  t  dre  d  of  being  defpoiled  of  his 
property;  and  fome  wi  etches,  pr  c- 
tifing  on  his  weaknefs,  had  written 
to  him  anonymous  letters,  afTiiring 
him  that  a  confpiracy  was  formed 
to  take  away  is  life,  and  plunder 
his  houfe.  This  had  an  evident  ef- 
fedf  on  toe  mind  of  the  deceafed. 

Th  is  morning,  juft  at  day-break, 
the  king  fet  off  from  Wind  for 
lodge,  in  his  pofl-chaife  and  four, 
with  the  ufual  efcort  of  light- 
horfe,  to  Greenwich ;  where  his 
majefly  alighted  at  the  govern  -r’s 
houfe,  and  was  joined  by  hi  fuite, 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  commif- 
fioners  of  the  navy,  and  other  of¬ 
ficers.  A  regiment  of  London  mi¬ 
litia  were  on  duty  at  Greenwich,  as 
well  as  a  nartv  of  liMu-horfe.  The 

l  o 

college  men  were  all  drawn  out  to 
receive  his  majefly,  and  lined  the 
flairs,  &c.  on  his  embarkation. 
Lord  and  ladv  Hood  and  daughter 
were  the  hotls  on  this  occafion. 
After  break  faff,  his  majeflv  went  in 
his  barge  from  the  grand  .flairs  of 
the  hofpirai  on  board  the  Royal 
Charlotte  yacht,  captain  Trollope  ; 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  and  com- 
mifiioners  of  the  navy  alfo  going 
on  board  the  Princeis  Augufla,  and 
William  and  Mary  yachts,  all  of 
which  got  under  weigh  at  the  time 
of  the  tide,  and  flood  down  the  ri¬ 
ver.  As  foon  as  his  majefly  came 
down  to  the  flairs  to  ger  into  the 
barge,  the  flgnal  was  given,  and  a 
royal  falute  was  fired  by  all  tine  vet- 
feis  in.  the  Reach,  beginning  at 
Deptford,  and  running  down  to 
Woolwich  :  on  his  embarking  in 
the  vac'-t,  the  falute  was  repeated  ; 
the  Tower  guns  alio  fired  at  the  fame 
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time,  in  confequence  of  a  fignal. 
His  maj ally’s  vscht  was  fitted  up  in 
a  very  fuperb  flyle;  in  the  fore  ca¬ 
bin  was  a  chair  and  rich  canopy  of 
crimfon  velvet,  with  gold  fringe, 
for  the  king  to  fit  in;  the  floor  was 
covered  with  carpeting;  and  the 
chairs  for  the  noblemen  who  at¬ 
tended  him  were  mahogany,  with 
nmr  cco  leather  feats,  "in  the  af¬ 
ter-cabin  was  the  date  bed  for  his 
majefly  to  deep  in,  with  fofas  co¬ 
vered  with  crimfon  damafk  in  the 
apartments  adjoining,  for  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  waiting.  The  date  room 
was  alfo  elegantly  fitted  up  for  the 
reception  of  his  maje  fly’s  attend¬ 
ants.  On  his  majefly ’s  going  on 
board,  he  was  received  by  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty,  and  the  royal 
flandard  was  hoiffrd  at  the  main, 
the  iord  high  ad  mi  a ’s  Hut  at  the 
tore,  and  the  union  jack  at  toe 
mizen-top-gallaiito-nafl-head  of  the 
Royal  Charlotte;  and  the  Augufla 
yacht  (appropr' He  '  for  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty)  no’fted  the  iord  high 
admiral’s  Mag.  The  wind  blowing 
flrong  agatjiflthem  at  E.  N.  E.  they 
found  itneceflary  to  warp  the  Royal 
Charlotte  down  the  river  a  confi- 
derahle  diftance,  ere  they  could 
venture  to  caff,  her  looie.  The 
procefiion  was  thus  arranged  : 

A  king’s  cutter. 

An  armed  The  Royal  Char-  An  arm- 
brig.  lo-rte.  ed  brig. 

The  Princeis  Augufla. 

The  Mary. 

A  king’s  cutter. 

The  captains  comman  ding  were, 
captain  Trollope,  of  the  Royal 
Charlotte;  Princefs  Augufla,  cap¬ 
tain  Riou  ;  Mary,  captain  Phil¬ 
lips. 

His  majefly  did  not  reach  Black- 
wall,  owing  to  the  contrary  winds, 
till  half  pafl  twelve;  when  he  was 
again  falu.e  r  by  a  number  of  can¬ 
non  ;  and  the  wind  being  two 
(Li)  points 
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points  to  the  northward  of  eaft,  the 
royal  yacht  lay  down  the  Reach, 
without  making  a  tingle  tack,  and 
was  off  Woolwich  about  half  pall 
one,  where  ftmilar  honours  were 
paid,  and  a  very  general  and  long' 
continued  cannonade  took'  place. 
His  majefty  was  not  able  to  get  far¬ 
ther  with  the  firft  tide  than  the  Gal¬ 
leons  below  Woolwich  ;  where  he 
waited  with  a  perfeverance  worthy 
of  the  objedRof  his  voyage.  The 
lords  of  the  admiralty  and  gentle- 
men  in  waiting  dined  and  flipped 
with  his  majefly  in  the  date-room 
—and  at  ten  the  king  retired  to  his 
cabin,  earl  Spencer  and  the  other 
lords  going  on  board  the  Augufta 
to  deep.  The  crowd  on  the  river 
was  immenfe;  but,  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected,  fell  off  in  proportion  to  the 
diftance. 

31.  It  being  found  utterly  3m- 
pradtj  cable  to  get  farther  than  the 
Hope ;  after  lying  there  till  this 
evening,  a  council  was  held  ;  and, 
on  account  of  the  important  bufi- 
nefs  which  required  his  majefty ’s 
prefence  in  town,  it  was  refolved 
to  return  to  London  without  ac- 
complifhing  the  objedt  of  the  royal 
excurfion.  In  the  evening  another 
lignal  was  given  to  weigh  ;  and  the 
veffels  anchored  oppofite  Gravefend 
at  eight  o’clock  this  night,  the  re¬ 
view  being  put  off  till  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity. 

Admiralty  Office,  Off.  31.  This 
gazette  contains  an  account  of  the 
deftrudtion  of  Le  Cocyte,  French 
lugger  privateer,  of  4  guns  and 
30  men,  off  Plymouth,  by  his  ma- 
jefty’s  ill i p  Stag,  captain  Yorke  ; 
and  Le  Furet,  French  fchooner 
privateer,  mounting  4  four  pound¬ 
ers,  pierced  for  14,  and  50  men, 
by  the  Triton,  the  Childers  being 
in  company. 

Yefterday,  Mary  Benfon,  widow, 
alias  Maria  Therefa  Phipoe,  was 


committed  to  Newgate  by  D.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Efq.  a*id  the  rev.  H.  Rey- 
nett,  D..D.  charged  on  the  oaths 
of  John  Dunbar,  Henry  Gray, 
and  others,  for  having  felonioufly 
and  wilfully  killed  and  murdered 
one  Mary  Cox,  by  cutting  and 
ftabbing  her  with  a  knife  on  the 
5th  of  Odtober,  in  the  parifh  of 
St.  George,  Middlefex.  This  is  the 
fame  perfon  that  was  tried  at  the  Old 
Bailey  in  May  fefiions,  1795,  for  hav¬ 
ing  by  force  and  violence  obtained 
from  Mr.  Courtois  of  Oxendon- 
ftreet,  a  note  of  hand  for  2000I. 
The  jury  found  a  fpecial  verdi  dt, 
fubjedfc  to  the  opinion  of  the  judges, 
which  opinion  was,  that  the  of¬ 
fence  was  not  capital :  but,  being 
ordered  to  remain,  flie  was  indidted 
for  the  affault  at  the  feffion-houfe, 
Clerkenwell-green,  and  in  April 
1796,  was  there  tried,  found  guil¬ 
ty,  and  imprifoned  in  Newgate 
one  year,  which  expired  iaft  April, 
when  ftie  was  difeharged. 

NOVEMBER. 

1.  At  ten  this  morning,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  and  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
landed  at  Greenwich.  After  break- 
fafting  with  lord  Hood,  the  king 
returned  to  town  at  one  o’clock. 
Immediately  before  his  leaving  the 
Queen  Charlotte,  his  majefty  creat¬ 
ed  captain  Trollope,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  Riiftell  in  the  late  glo¬ 
rious  adtion,  and  who  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  attending  his  majefty  upon 
this  occafion  as  captain  of  Lis  yacht, 
a  knight  banneret. 

When  captain  Trollope  was  firft: 
introduced  to  the  king  on  board  the 
Royal  Chariote  yacht,  his  majefty 
thanked  him  in  the  npoft  gracious 
manner,  in  -his  own  name,  and 
that  of  the  kingdom,  for  his  con- 
dudt ;  and,  when  the  roughnefs  of 
the  weather  made  it  unfate  to  pro¬ 
ceed 
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ceed  (the  king  being  thrown  out  of 
bed  by  the  violence  of  the  waves), 
his  majeftv  faid  to  captain  Trol¬ 
lope,  “  Do  not  consider  my  perfon ; 
but  confider,  if  I  cannot  get  to  the 
Nore,  the  difappointment  of  thofe 
brave  fellows,  whom  I  long  to 
thank,  as  I  have  you,  for  defend¬ 
ing  me,  protecting  my  people,  and 
preferving  my  country.” 

A  court  of  aldermen  was  yefter- 
day  held  at  Guildhall,  when  the 
lord-mayor  laid  before  the  court 
an  order  of  the  court  of  lieute¬ 
nancy,  direCfing  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  London  militia  not  to 
turn  out  any  guards  jn  cafes  of 
riots,  tumults,  or  fire,  unlefs  at  the 
exprefs  defire  of  fome  magiffrate, 
and  being  headed  by  him  ;  which 
order  was  made  in  confequence  of 
the  lord-mayor’s  reprefentation  of 
fome  irregularity  on  the  late  re¬ 
joicing  night.  The  court  voted 
hislordfliip  thanks  for  his  conftitu- 
tional  conduCt. 

8.  Thomas  Miller  was  brought 
up  to  receive  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  King’s-bench,  which  was 
palled  upon  him  bv  judge  Afhhurft, 
after  a  fevere  reprimand,  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  elfeCt  :  4  You  are  found 
guilty  of  an  unlawful  and  injurious 
offence,  in  having  kept  a  gaming- 
houfe,  in  which  you  permitted  an 
unlawful  game,  called  hazard,  to 
be  frequently  played.  The  court 
having  taken  into  confideration  the 
enormity  of  vour  offence,  and  the 
whole  of  your  conduCt,  do  pafs  the 
following  fentence:  that  you  pay 
a  fine  of  $ool.;  that  you  be  impri- 
foned  in  the  houfe  of  correction  in 
Cold  Batb-fields  for  the  fpace  of  one 
year ;  that  you  find  fureties  for 
vour  good  behaviour  for  feven 
years,  yourfelf  in  500I. ;  and  two 
others  in  250I.  each,  and  not  to  he 
difeharged  from  your  confinement 
till  fu<h  fureties  be  found.  X  have 
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alfo  been  informed  that  you  fuffer- 
ed  playing  with  loaded  dice  ;  but  as 
that  conftituted  no  part  of  the  in¬ 
dictment,  neither  can  it  contribute 
toward  your  punifhment,  though  it 
increafes  your  guilt.’ 

Lord  Kenyon— f  If  that  crime 
had  been  laid  to  your  charge,  and 
proved,  your  punifhment  would  not 
have  flopped  where  it  lias.’ 

9.  Yefterdav  at  Guildhall,  John 
William  Anderfon,  Efq.  alderman 
of  Aiderfgate-ward,  was  fworn  in¬ 
to  the  office  of  lord-mayor  for  the 
year  enfuing. 

Admiralty- Office,  Nov .  1  r.  This 
gazette  contains  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  the  Palma,  a  Span! fa 
ichooner  privateer,  of  2  three  pound¬ 
ers,  4  fwivels,  and  23  men,  by  his 
majefty’s  floop  Speedy,  captain 
Downman.  Alfo,  the 

L’Aigle  French  privateer  of  12 
guns,  by  the  Aurora. 

LTIazard  and  La  Manche  French 
privateers  of  eight  guns  each,  by 
L’Aigle.  ' 

L’Efpiegle  French  privateer  of 
14  guns,  by  the  Aurora. 

L’Efpoir  French  privateer  of  16 
guns,  bv  the  Thalia. 

*  .La  Foret  French  privateer  of  4 
guns  (pierced  for  14)?  by  the  Tri¬ 
ton. 

La  Brune  French  privateer  of  16 
guns, bv  the  Dryad  and  Doris. 

18.  Yefterdav,  a  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors  was  held  at  the  bank;  when 
Mr  Raikes,  the  chairman,  acquaint¬ 
ed  the  proprietors,  that  he  and  the 
deputy  governor  had  an  interview 
on  the  preceding  day  with  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  had  alfo  depofited  with 
the  fecret  committee  of  the  houle 
of  commons  a  ftatement  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  bank,  which  he  fbould 
alio  lay  before  the  proprietors.  The 
refultof  this  ftatement  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

The  bank  had  in  cafh,  bullion, 
(L  3)  and 
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and  other  fecurities — feventeen  mil¬ 
lions  ft.  rl Jirsf  -‘fid  a  fraction. 

Due-  ro  rhe  bank  from  govern¬ 
ment,  four  mill  ons  and  a  fra^fi^n. 

The  debt-  of  ftic  bank  were — 
eleven  m  iiioi  s  of  mtii  uding  notes 
«— -b.  f i d e ^  'ex  n  Mons  of  other  de- 
mandv  on  i 

The  m  tt  balance  in  favour  of  the 
bank,  independent  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  ftock  which  it  held,  was — 
three  millions,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  nine  thou  land  pound  fter- 
ling 

Mr.  Rnikes  then  informed  the 
court,  r  w  t  \he  minifter  had  pro- 
pofed  to  ext<  nd  the  further  limita¬ 
tion  oi  i  ne  when  the  bank  fbould 
refume  its  payments  in  fpecie;  that 
it  not  net eftary  for  him  to  judge 
of  the  ingtiicv  of  political  motives 
which  nug  t  ret  der.f  ch  a  ftep  ad- 
vifeabie  ;  hut  he  had  the  pk  afure  to 

inform  t  •  court,  that  the  bank  was 

* 

in  fm-  a  ft.  te  >f  affluence,  as  to  he 
read’,  to  pa\  all  the  demands  on  it 
in  fpecie,  whenever  called  upon. 

The  confirm  of  the  proprietors 
was  then  afike^  for  advancing  the 
amount  of  the  land  and  mait^tax  to 
govern  cent,  amounting  to  two  mil¬ 
lions,  fe^e’  hund'ed and  fifty  thou- 
fan:1  ouncs  which  was  unanimous¬ 
ly  agreed  to. 

T he  bufinefs  of  the  meeting:  be- 

m  o 

mg  over,  Mr.  Hoare  reprefeuted  to 
the  diredfors  the  grear  inconveni¬ 
ence  arifing  from  the  prefent  fcar- 
city  of  fiver ;  and  was  informed 
that  a  coinage  was  in  agitation. 

The  Loncjon  gazette  contains  the 
following  difpatches. 

Cony  of  a  Lcfer  from  Admiral 
Peyton,  Commander-in-Chief  of 
His  Majefty’s  Ships  and  VefTels 
in  the  Downs,  to  Evan  Nepean, 
Eft  dated  on  Board  the  Overyf- 
fel,  Nov.  14. 

SIR, 

pe  pleztfed  to  acquaint  the  Jords 


corpmiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  that 
his  majefty’s  floop  Fairy  arrived 
here  this  morning,  and  has  brought 
in  with  her  a  frn-dl  French  priva¬ 
teer.  For  particfilars  refpedfing  the 
condudi  o'  the  fa i d  privateer,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  their  lord  (hips  cocapt. 
Horton’s  lttrer,  herewith  inclofed. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

[os  Peytov. 

His  Ma] -fly's  ' loOf  Fairy , 
SIR.,  November  1  3. 

Havi  g  weighed  t  is  morning 
from  off  Ca  ais,  the  Fox  (2d)  cut¬ 
ter  in  con  pany,  eight  or  nine  miles 
to  the  weftward  of  Seater  Cliff,  the 
cutter  being  fix  or  Even  a-head  of 
me,  flie  made  the  fignal  for  an  ene¬ 
my,  which,  as  tke  h  ze  cleared,  I 
made  to  be  a  lugger,  with  her  fails 
turned  to  the  northward,  and  weft- 
ward  of  her  two  or  three  miles. 
Being  light  winds,  I  hoifted  out  my 
boats,  armed  them,  and  went  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  Fox  ;  but  during 
the  chace,  the  launch  (commanded 
by"  Mr.  Middleton,  piirfer  of  the 
Fairy)  feparated,  and  went  in  chace 
of  another  lugger,  running  down 
along  lhore  from  the  weftward.— 
About  two  o’clock  the  breeze  fyefh- 
ent-d,  when,  having  no  longer  any 
profpedf  of  coming)  up  with  our 
f chace,  I  tacked  in  fhore,  with  the 
cutter  and  boats,  to  the  affiftance  of 
the  launch,  file  having  then  brought 
the  lugger  to  aftion,  under  a  very 
heavy  fire  from  the  two  batteries  in 
Whitefanjd  Bay ;  but,  to  my  very 
great  aftonifhment,  I  found  the 
launch  had  carried  her,  notwith- 
ftanding  file  had  anchored  within 
mufket  fhot  of  the  weftern  battery. 
She  proves'  to  be  L’Erperver,  na¬ 
tional  privateer,  mounting  2  two- 
pound  carriage  guns,  4  fwivels, 
mufketoons,  and  fmall  arms,  car¬ 
rying  25  men,  all  of  vehom  effected 
their  efcape,  three  being  badly 
wouqded  5  was  commanded  by  q- 
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tizen  George  Hatmmond,  an  Irifh- 
man,  belonging  to  Dunkirk.  Mr. 
Middleton  had  only  feven  men  in 
the  launch,  was  himffilf  the  omy 
man  wounded  by  a  grape  (hot  graz¬ 
ing  (though  not  entering)  his  flo- 
mach  badly.  His  gall  ntry  on  this 
occafion  fpeaks  for  iifeif,  nor  is  it 
the  fir  It  time  I  have  -w  knelled  it.  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  him  ftrong- 
ly  to  your  atrent  on. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Joshua  Sydney  Horton. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Hoare,  commanding 
the  Fox,  made  the  greatefl  exer¬ 
tion. 

Jofeph  Peyton,  Efq.  Admiral 
of  the  Blue,  Sec. 

Th;s  gazette  aifo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  Le  Zephyr, 
French  brig  privateer,  armed  with 
2  brafs  6-pounders,  6  fixes,  and 
jo  men,  coppered  ;  and  there  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  tli ip  Eliza,  from  London 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  a 
cargo  of  merchandize  of  various 
for.s;  and  fiiip  Jenny,  of  Greenock, 
from  Liverp  >ol,  bound  to  Virginia, 
laden  with  fait,  earthen  ware,  and 
fome  bale  goods,  by  his  majefly  s 
fhip  Boadicea  and  Anfon  ; — aifo, 
the  French  national  brig  corvette 
Le  Ranger,  of  14  guns  and  70  men; 
a  Spaniiti  fchooner,  with  fiih  ; 
and  the  French  privateer  L’Hyenne, 
of  24  9  pounders,  and  230  men, 
by  his  majefly’s  fliip  Indefatigable, 
captain  fir  E.  Pellew  ; — and,  alfo, 
a  French  lugger  privateer,  called 
L’Emoucher,  of  8  guns,  6  fwivels, 
and  55  men,  by  his  majefly ’s  fliip 
Albatrofs,  captain  Scott. 

Admiraly  Office^  Nov.  23.  Ex¬ 
tract  of  a  letter  from  vice-admiral 
fir  Hy'de  Parker,  knight,  command¬ 
er  in  chief  of  his  majefly  s  fli  ps 
and  vefi|itS  at  Jamaica,  to  Mr.  Ne¬ 
pean,  cNted  Queen,  Cape  Nicola 
Mole,  Od.  8. 

Hts  majefly ’s  floop  Albicore  ar¬ 


rived  here  laft  night  with  a  privateer 
fchooner  of  3  guns,  called  the  Nan- 
taife,  copper  bottomed. 

Armed  veffels  taken  and  detlroy- 
ed  fince  my  lafl:  one  fmall  barge 
of  one  gun,  captured  by  his  majefi* 
ty’s  (hip  Thames;  one  fchooner 
privateer  of  2  guns,  14  miifquets, 
and  30  men;  three  other  lmall  boats 
feat  in,  and  10  deflroyed,  by  the 
Drake  ;  one  fchooner  privateer  of 
1  gun,  and  20  men,  captured  and 
brought  in  bv  the  Aquilon;  two 
armed  barges,  captured  and  brought 
in  by  the  Rattler;  La  Trompeufe 
French  fchooner  privateer,  of  12 
guns  and  78  men,  funk  by  his  ma¬ 
jefly ’s  brig  Pelican;  a  Spanifii  pac- 
quet,  of  6  guns,  with  troops  on 
board,  captured  by  the  Diligence, 
in  company  with  the  Renommee 
andHermione;  a  copper-bottomed 
fchooner  privateer,  of  3  guns  and 
36  men,  captured  and  brought  in 
by  the  Albicore;  one  row-boat 
privateer,  armed  with  fwivels  and 
mufquetry,  captured  by  the  Albi* 
core. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Nov.  23*  Ex- 
trad  of  another  letter  from  vice- 
admiral  fir  Hyde  Parker,  knight,  to 
Mr.  Nepean,' dated  the  6th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1797. 

I  beg  you  vv  11  be  pleafed  to  in¬ 
form  their  lordfhips,  that,  captain 
Gafcoigne  being  ill  of  a  fever,  I 
put*  lieutenant  White,  of  the  Queen, 
into  his  rnajefly’s  brig  Pelican,,  to 
command  her  during  the  captain  s 
illtiefs.  On  the  1 7th  of  lafl  month, 
lieutenant  White  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  fall  in  with  the  Trompeufe 
French  privateer  brig.  His  fpi- 
rited  condud  arid  officer-like  ma¬ 
nagement,  I  am  fure,  will  be  as 
ilrongiy  imprefled  on  their  lord- 
fhips’minds  by  his  account  of  the 
adion,  herewith  inclofed,  as  it  was 
on  nyine  in  giving  him  great  credit 
for  Beth. 

(L  4)  Pelican 
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Pelican ,  at  Sca}  Sept.  17. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  at  30  minutes  pail  7  A.  M,  we 
difcovered  a  brig  bearing  N.  N.  W. 
(Cape  Nicolas  S.  by  W.  half  W.) 
Ranching  towards  us,  with  the  lar¬ 
board  tacks  on  board.  As  (lie  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  veffel  of  force,  I  im¬ 
mediately  made  all  fail  towards  her, 
the  wind  being  eaft,  At  43  mi¬ 
nutes  paft  8,  file  having  fhown 
French  colours,  we  opened  our 
fire  on  her  in  eroding,  then  wore 
round  her  Hern,  and  kept  up  a 
continued  and  well  directed  fire 
Until  20  minutes  after  9,  when  fne 
made  all  fail  from  11s,  with  the  lar¬ 
board  tacks.  Unfortunately,  we 
could  not  immediately  make  all  fail 
after  her,  as  our  running  rigging  was 
much  cut ;  but,  as  foon  as  it  was 
repaired,  every  exertion  was  made 
to  get  along- fide  of  her  a  fecond 
time,  which  was  effected  at  43  mi¬ 
nutes  after  12,  when  we  opened 
our  fire  o'n  her,  which  was  fo  well 
directed,  that  at  ten  minutes  part  one 
Hie  blew  up  abaft  and  ft  ruck  her 
colours.  At  13  minutes  after  one 
flic  went  down  by  the  head,  and 
was  totally  loft.  Upon  which  we 
immediately  hoifted  out  our  boats, 
and  fortunately  faved  the  lives  of  60 
of  her  crew,  by  whom  we  learn  fine 
was  the  Trompeufe  French  priva¬ 
teer  brig,  mounting  12  fix-pound¬ 
ers,  and  78  men  on  board  :  fi  e  had 
been  out  eleven  days,  but  had 
taken  one  prize.  I  feel  myfelf 
greatly  indebted  to  captain  Pe,  kins, 
of  the  Drake,  whom  I  difcovered  in 
fhore  of  us,  forufing  every  exertion 
to  work  to  windward,  and  cut  her 
off  from  jean  Rebel,  as  foon  as  I 
made  the  private  fignal  to  him,  and 
that  of  the  chate  being  an  enemy. 
Great  praife  is  due  to  lieuts.  Ward 
and  Uflier,  and  Mr.  M’Cleaverty 
the  mailer,  for  their  seal,  conduct, 


and  bravery';  as  alfo  to  the  inferior 
officers  and  flriphs  company,  for 
their  fteadinefs,  obedience,  and  cou¬ 
rage. 

T homas  White. 

28.  This  day  admi  al  fir  Horatio 
Nelfoji  attended  at  the  chamber- 
Iain’s  office  in  C^uild hall  with  the 
lord  mayor  and  Mr.  alderman 
Wilkes,  to  receive  the  gold  box  of 
one  hundred  guineas  value  voted  to 
him  for  his  bravery  and  conduct  in 
the  Brihfti  fervice.  After  the  ad¬ 
miral  had  received  the  box,  and  the 
freedom  of  the  city  beautifully  writ¬ 
ten  and  illuminated,  the  cuftomary 
oath  of  every  freeman  was  adtnini- 
ftered ;  to  which  Mr.  chamberlain 
Wilkes  added, 

“  Rear  admiral  fir  Horatio  Nelfon, 

“  I  give  you  joy  ;  and  with  true 
fatisfaction  I  return  \  ou  thanks  in 
the  name  of  the  lord  mayor,  aider- 
men,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common  council  affern- 
hled,  who  have  unanimouflv  voted 
you  the  freedom  of  the  capital,  for 
you r  diftmgui filed  valour  and  con¬ 
duct  n  the  favourite  fei  vice  of  the 
navy, and  particularly  againfta  very 
fuperior  force  of  the  enemy  off 
Cape  St.  Vi n cent,  on  the  14th  of 
February  laft. 

j 

i(  Many  of  our  naval  command¬ 
ers  have  ^merited-  highly  of  their 
country  by  their  exertions;  but  in 
your  cafe  there  is  a  rare  heroic  mo- 
defty,  whic  h  cannot  be  Efficiently 
admired.  You  have  given  the  warm¬ 
ed  applaufe  to  your  brother  offi¬ 
cers,  and  the  feamen  under  your 
command  ;  but  your  own  merit  you 
have  not  mentioned  even  in  the 
flighted  manner;  and  the  relation  of 
the  fevereand  cruel  wound  \on  buf¬ 
fered  ip  the  fervice  of  your  country 
is  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  by  your 
noble  commander  in -chief. 

“  May  you  long  live  to  en* 
'joy  the  grateful  benedictions  -  of 
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the  country  which  you  honour  and 
protect !” 

Sir  Horatio  Ndfon’s  anfwer. 

“  Sir,  Nothing  could  he  more 
gratifying  to  me  (as  it  mult  be  to 
every  fea-officer)  than  receiving  the 
high  honour  this  day  conferred  upon 
me  in  becoming  a  freeman  of  the 
great  city  of  London.  And  I  beg 
you  to  believe,  and  to  allure  my  feh 
low-chizens,  that  my  l  and  and  head 
fba  1  ever  be  exerted,  with  all  my 
heart,  in  defence  of  my  king,  the 
laws,  and  the  ju'l  liberties  of  my 
country;  in  which  are  included  eve¬ 
ry  thing  which  can  be  beneficial  to 
the  capital  of  the  empire.  I  beg 
leave  to  return  you,  fir,  my  fine  ere 
thanks,  for  the  verv  flattering  ex- 
preffions  you  have  honoured  me 
With  on  this  occafion.” 

DECEMBER. 

5.  The  gazette  announces  the 
capture  of  J  ’Aimable  Sylvje,  three 
Span itli  coafters,  two  Spanifli  brigs, 
and  L’Avenmre  French  piivateer, 
of  8  guns  and  43  men,  by  captain 
D:gbv  of  the  Aurora. 

8.  Maria  Ti  erefa  Phipoe,  other- 
wife  Mary  Benlon,  was  indidftd  at 
the  Old  Bailey  for  the  murder  of 
Mary  Cox,  on  the  25th  of  October 
laft,  by  giving  her  a  mortal  wound 
under  the  left  breaft,  of  which  (lie 
died.  The  prifoner,  who  appeared 
to  be  about  forty  years  of  age,  of 
middle  fize,  rather  inclining  to  the 
enboni  chit ,  and  net  at  all  hand- 
fome,  was  drefted  in  a  white  muflin 
gown,  a  black  filk  cloak,  and  a 
plain  cap,  and  came  to  the  bar  at¬ 
tended  by  a  female  fr’end. 

Mr.  Conft,  on  the  part  of  the 
profecution,  ftated  the  cafe,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  prifoner,  who  requefted  from 
the  court  the  indulgence  of  a  chair, 
%  . 


and  alfothereftoration  of  her  watch, 
which  (lie  ftated  to  have  been  with¬ 
held  from  her;  adding,  that  file  had 
made  previous  complaint  to  a  Mr. 
Williams  upon  the  fubject  of  the 
detention  of  her  property,  who  re¬ 
plied  only  with  abufe  and  cruel  far- 
cafnas,  and  told  her  (lie  would  Toon 
be  in  a  place  where  lhe  would  have 
no  occafion  for  it.  A  chair  was 
immediately  ordered;  butthecourt 
poftponed  the  confideration  of  the 
fecond  part  of  her  requeft  until  the 
much  more  momentous  bufinefs 
then  pending  fhould  be  decided. 
And  Mr,  Conft,  having  fmifl^ed  his 
ftatement,  called  the  witneffes  in 
fupport  of  the  charge. 

Leticia  Mundav,  the  firft  witnefs 
called,  fwore,  that  the  prifoner  lodg¬ 
ed  in  her  houfe  in  Garden- ftreet, 
St.  George’s  in  the  haft;  that  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  laid  in  the 
indieftment,  the  deceafed  came  to 
vifit  tne  prifoner,  who  immediately 
fent  out  the  witnefs  for  feme  bran¬ 
dy,  and  likewife  the  change  of  a 
guinea  ;  that  on  her  return  the  pri¬ 
soner  called  out  from  above  flairs 
that  the  things  brought  in  were  not 
then  wanting,  and  that  when  they 
were  the  prifoner  would  apply  to 
her.  Witnefs  fhortly  after  heard  a 
great  groaning,  and  a  noife  like  a 
feuffie  in  the  prifoner’s  room,  where 
the  deceaftd  was  ;  that  being  great¬ 
ly  alarmed  thereat,  (he  called  in 
Mrs.  Macdonald  and  Mrs.  Lyles, 
two  of  her  neighbours,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  whom  flee  went  up  flairs; 
that  they  found  the  door  locked, 
and  on  enquiring  what  was  the 
matter,  the  prifoner  anfwered  from 
within,  that  the  woman  was  only 
in  a  fit,  and  would  be  foon  well; 
that  not  being  fatisfied  with  this 
anlwer,  and  having  perfevered  in 
in  lifting  to  know  the  truth,  the  pri¬ 
foner  opened  the  door  a  little,  and 
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faid  to  the  witnefs,  fi  You,  Mrs. 
Munday,  may  come  in,  but  nobody 
elfe that  the  witnefs  being  much 
alarmed  declined  entering  the  room, 
and  went  for  a  doftor.  and  that  on 
her  retai  n  fhe  found  the  prifoner  in 
the  hall  walking  about,  holding  up 
her  finger,  and  the  deceafed,  who 
had  come  down  flairs  alfo  in  theab- 
fence  of  the  witrn  fs,  in  the  kitchen, 
her  head  on  her  hand,  fupported  by 
the  table,  and  covered  all  over  with 
blood. 

Mrs.  Macdonald  and  Mrs.  Eyles 
corroborated  the  teftimony  of  this 
witnefs,  in  addition  to  which, 

Durant,  the  beadle,  fwore,  that  on 
hisentering  the  kitchen,  the  deceafed 
took  him  bv  the  hand,  and  pointed 
with  it  to  her  right-hand  pocket; 
that  he  Latched  /it,  and  found  a 
watch  ;  and  that  the  deceafed,  being 
fpeechlefs,  made  figns  to  him  to 
keep  it  ;  that  he  then  went  up 
Lairs,  found  the  prifoner  fitting  on 
the  bed,  a  cafe  knife  and  part  of  a 
finger  were  lying  on  a  table;  on 
afkmg  her  why  (lie  had  ufed  the 
poor  woman  fo,  prifoner  replied, 
“  I  believe  the  devil  and  paffion  be¬ 
witched  me.”  In  anfwer  to  his 
fur  her  queftions  frse  alfo  admitted 
that  the  knife  on  the  table  was  the 
inflrument  with  which  fhe  had  done 
the  mifehief,  that  the  piece  of  the 
finger  belonged  to  her,  but  that  the 
deceafed  had  cut  it  off. 

IVTr.  Pierce,  the  furgeon,  was  of 
opinion  the  finger  was  not  cut  off 
in  a  feuffle;  it  was  cut  off  diredtly 
acrofs,  as  if  it  had  been  laid  on  a 
block  for  the  purpofe. 

The  depofitions  of  the  deceafed, 
taken  after  file  bad  recovered  her 
fpeech,  which  was  fhortlv  before 
her  death,  were  then  read;  they 
ftated,  that  the  deceafed  had  waited 
on  the  prifoner  to  purchafe  a  watch, 
and  fome  other  articles,  for  which 


fhe  gave  her  eleven  pounds ;  that 
flie  further  afked  her  for  a  piece  of 
china  then  on  the  mantle-piece  ; 
that  the  prifoner  confenteh,  and 
that  while  tiie  deceafed  was  in  the 
act  of  taking  it,  the  prifoner  wound¬ 
ed  her  in  the  neck  with  a  knife ; 
that  (lie  was, near  an  hour  under  her 
hands,  during  which  time  fhe  re¬ 
ceived  the  various  wounds  and  flabs 
on  the  feveral  parts  of  her  body,  at 
the  end  of  which  prifoner  faid, 
u  you  bitch,  I  will  kill  you  out,  that 
you  may  not  be  able  to  tell  your 
flory.” 

Ther  prifoner  being  now  called 
on  for  her  defence,  addrefted  herfelf 
to  the  court  and  the  jury  in  a  firm 
intrepid  tone,  without  the  leaft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  embarraffment  or  agi¬ 
tation.  She  faid,  that  the  deceafed 
came  to  her  lodging  to  purchafe 
fome  articles  the  prifoner  wifhed  to 
di'pofeof;  that  flie  told  the  deceafed 
flie  would  not  fell  a  part  of  them, 
or  not  even  the  whole  lot,  unlefs 
the  money  was  paid  down ;  that 
the  deceafed  then  ufed  the  moll 
provoking  language  ;  faid  fhe  fup- 
pofed  flie  wanted  it  to  go  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  turn  whore  again  to  Cour- 
tois,  and  afked  her  why  flie  did  not 
go  into  a  nunnery  as  her  mother 
wanted  her.  One  word  produced 
another  in  return ;  the  deceafed  at 
length  fnatched  up  the  knife  which 
lay  on  the  table,  and  cut  off  her  fin¬ 
ger,  and  that  prifoner,  fmarting  with 
the  wound,  and  the  infults  flie  had 
received,  loft  all  reafon  and  recollec¬ 
tion,  and  totally  forgot  what  en- 
fued. 

Mr.  baron  Perryn,  who  preftded, 
fummed  up  the  evidence,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  pointed  out 
fome  inconfiftencies  in  the  prifon- 
ers  defence,  with  the  evidence  ort 
the  part  of  the  crown,  and  particu¬ 
larly  with  the  account  flie  gave 
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originally  of  the  tranfa&ion,  as 
proved  by  the  beadle. 

The  jury  having  retired  a  few 
minutes,  brought  in  a  verdidft, 
Guilty;  and  t  e  court  pronounced 
fentence  of  execution  upon  her  for 
Monday  next.  Immediately  after 
this,  a  packet  was  handed  to  her  ; 
but,  apparently  imdifmayed  by  the 
verdict,  die  add  re  (Ted  the  iourt 
again,  infilled  it  did  not  c  ontain  her 
property,  and  reiterated  her  com- 
plaii  ts  that  it  had  been  with field. 

9.  The  gazette  g.ves  the  follow¬ 
ing  intelligence: 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Brit! port,  K.  B.  to 
Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  the  jth 
of  Dec.  i  797. 

SIR, 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  captain  White  of 
his  majelly’s  brig  Sylph,  which  1 
tranfmit  for  their  lordlhips’  infor¬ 
mation. 

I  have,  See. 

Bridport. 

Sylph,  Cazvfand Bap,  Dec.  2,  17  7. 

Mv  Lord, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your 
lord  fhip,  that  we  failed  from  this 
anchorage  on  the  19th  ult.  in  order 
to  rejoin  the  fqnadron  under  cap¬ 
tain  Keats,  but,  owing  to  thick  and 
blowing  weather,  I  was  not  able  to 
fall  in  with  him  before  he  quitted 
the  rendezvous.  I  have  further  to 
acquaint  your  lord  (hip,  that  fince 
the  above  period,  we  have  made  the 
following  re-captures  (between  the 
latitude  of  Belleille  and  Rochfort), 
and  with  the  1  a  ft  of  them  we  arrived 
here  this  morning. 

On  the  2 1  ff  of  November,  Ac¬ 
tive  fchooner,  from  Newfoundland, 
bound  to  Teignmouth,  laden  with 
fif]i  and  oil;  file  was  captured  on 
the  14th  of  November  by  La  Coif- 
flanc.e  brig  privateer,  of  Nantes. 
On  the  22d  of  November  a  Prufliaa 


gailiote,  from  Amfierdam  to  Lifbon, 
laden  with  wheat,  captured  by  le 
Buonaparte  fhip  privateer,  of  Bour- 
deaux,  on  fufpicion  of  the  cargo 
being  Po  tuguefe  property  ;  this 
veil'd  being  very  le  tky,  and  hercar- 
go  muen  dam  aged,  1  fuffered  her 
to  proceed  (after  taking  out  the 
Frenchmen)  to  her  original  defti- 
nation.  On  the  23d  of  November, 
the  b  ig  Dima,  from  New  Provi¬ 
dence,  bound  to  London,  laden 
with  cotton,  fugar,  and  coifee,  cap¬ 
tured  on  the  i2fh  ol  November,  by 
theFelix  cutter  privateer,  of  i^guns, 
belonging  to  Nantes;  befides  the 
Diana,  file  had  taken  three  Englifh 
veffels  from  Newfoundland,  and 
two  Americans  outward  bound.  On 
the  30th  of  November,  the  Hup 
Henniker,  from  London,  bound  to 
Martinique,  laden  w  th  proviftons 
on  account  of  government,  was 
under  convoy  of  the  Trent  and 
Amphitrite.  and  captured  in  lat.  4s 
deg.  2 '  min.  north,  and  Ion.  21 
deg.  50  min.  weft,  bv  le  Francois 
fhip  privateer,  of  Nantes,  on  the 
23d  of  November. 

The  prifoners  taken  in  the  Diana 
inform  me,  that  le  Felix  (the  pri¬ 
vateer  to  which  they  belonged)  was 
upfet  on  the  night  of  the  1 6th  of 
Nov  ember,  in  a  fudden  and  violent 
guft  of  wind^and,  t  .ough  not  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  her  prize, 
not  one  of  her  crew  was  laved, 
which  conlifted  of  1 1 5  men,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  whom,  I  am  forty  to  add, 
peri  died  22  Britifh  and  American 
feamen.  belonging  to  the  veffeis  this 
privateer  ha^  captured. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 

J.  Le  WKilfcE. 

Captures  made  bv  his  majefty’s 
Hoop  La  Borne  Citoyenne :  Le 
Pleuvier  French  privateer,  of  9  guns 
and  43  men;  Le  Canarde  French 
privateer,  of  10  guns  and  64  men  ; 
two  Spanifti  brigs  in  ballaft,  with 
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8,900  dollars ;  Jengin  del  Rofario, 
Spa  nidi  tartan,  with  so  recruits  ; 
with  eight  other  Spanilh  merchant¬ 
men  of  fmall  value. 

Tins  gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  captures  of  La  Ma¬ 
rie,  a  French  privateer  brig,  carry¬ 
ing  14  guns  and  60  men,  by  his 
majefty’s  fhip  Jafon,  captain  Stir¬ 
ling  ;  _  alfo/  the  Spanifti  corvette 
Bolador,  of  16  guns  and  74  men, 
by  his  majedy's  diip  Majedic,  cap¬ 
tain  Wedcott ;  —  alfo,  Le  Conreur, 
French  privateer,  of  14  guns  and 
o  men,  by  his  majefty’s  fhip 
lanche,  captain  Hotharn. 

11.  This  morning  was  executed 
oppofite  Newgate,  purfuant  to  her 
fentence,  Maria  Therefa  Phipoe, 
alias  Benfon,  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  Mary  Gox. 

is.  The  fefiions  eqded  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  when  William  Wade, 
Richard  Fuller,  Thomas  Brown, 
Robert  Franklvn,  William  Smith, 
alias  Flint,  and  Robert  Penn,  alias 
Fidi,  feverally  received  judgment  of 
death. 

Nine  were  ordered  to  be  impri- 
foned  in  the  houfe  of  correction  at 
Clerkeinvell;  four  to  be  publicly 
whipped,  and  one  to  be  privately 
whipped  and  difcharged. 

The  feffions  being  ended,  the 
fame  were  adjourned  until  the  10th 
of  January  next. 

14.  In  the  common-hall  held  this 
day,  the  following  refolutions  were 
pafled  r 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the 
plan  propofed  to  parliament  for  in- 
crealing  the  a  defied  taxes,  appears 
to  thisy  common -hall  to  be  partial, 
opprefiive,  and  impracticable  ;  and 
if  carried  into  effeCt,  would,  by 
operating  chiefly  upon  the  middle 
and  lower  c lades  of  the  people, 
render  it  impofiible  for  them  to  gain 
a  fubfi  ftence. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  by 
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making  the  afledment  retro  fpeCtive, 
preventing  perfons  thereby  from 
making  any  necedary  retrenchments 
in  their  expenditure,  appears  to  be 
founded  in 'cruelty  and  injuftice  ; 
and  will,  if  adopted,  have  more  the 
appearance  of  an  arbitrary  meafure, 
than  the  deliberate  aCt  of  a  Britifh 
legidatnre. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the 
propofed  relief  would  lead  to  a  dif- 
ciofure  of  circumdances  highly  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  credit  and  happinefs 
of  families,  introducing  an  inqui- 
fitorial  fyftem,  dangerous  to  the 
freedom  of  the  fubjeCf,  and  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  con- 
ditution. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
property  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  made  the  bads  of  the  intended 
tax,  perfons  having  only  a  preca¬ 
rious  income,  acquired  by  their 
labour  and  indufiry  in  trade,  being 
obliged  to  pay  in  the  fame  propor¬ 
tion  as  perfons  who  have  a  perma¬ 
nent  income,  proceeding  from  land¬ 
ed  or  funded  property.' 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  our 
reprefentatives  in  parliament  bein- 
druCted,  and  they  are  hereby  in- 
druCted  accordingly,  tc  oppole  the 
arbitrary  and  unconditutional  bill 
now  pending  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  ;  and  not  to  concur  in  any 
modification  thereof,  being  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  principle  of  it  is  de- 
druCt  ive  of  the  cleared:  intered  of  the 
people,  and  fub verfive  of  focial  or¬ 
der. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the 
foregoing  refolutions  be  fairlV  tran- 
fcribed,  ligned  by  the  town-clerk, 
and  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to 
the  right  honourable  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the 
foregoing  refolutions  be  printed  in 
th£  morning  and  evening  papers 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

Refolved 
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Refolved  imanimoufty,  That  the 
-thanks  of  this  common-hall  be 
given  to  the  right  hon.  the  lord 
mayor,  for  his  readinefs  to  call  the 
lame,  and  his  impartial  conduct  this 
day.  Rix. 

The  citv  of  Weftminfter,  and  the 

4  7 

principal  wards  and  parifnes  m 
London  and  Weftminfter, held  meet- 
'  irsgs  about  this  time,  in  which  refo- 
lutions  limilar  to  the  above  were 
paffed. 

16.  The  London  gazette  contains 
letters  from  rear-admiral  Harvey, 
all  of  which,  except  the  lad,  are 
dated  the  5th  of  Odtober,  1797,  on 
board  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  Fort 
Royal  Bay,  Martinique,  to  Evan 
Nepean,  Efq.  &c. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Dec .  16.  Be 
pleafed  to  acquaint  their  lordlhips, 
that  his  majefty’s  floop  Bittern, 
commanded  by  lieutenant  Edward 
Kittoe,  fell  in  with,  the  13th  ultimo, 
offTortola,  and  captured  the  French 
Blip  privateer  l’Agreable,  of  18 
guns,  nine  and  fix-pounders,  and 
113  men,  which  had  left  Guada- 
loupe  two  days  before,  and  taken 
nothing;  had  been  juft  fitted  out, 
is  a  faft  lailer,  and  coppered. 

The  capture  of  this  veftel  under 
her  firft  equipment  is  of  much  con- 
fequence;  and  the  very  fpirited 
manner  in  which  (lie  was  attacked 
and  captured  in  the  night  (altho’ 
without  refiftance),does  great  credit 
to  the  conduct  of  lieutenant  Kit¬ 
toe. 

His  majefty’s  fliip  Lapwing,  on 
the  1  ft  of  Auguft,  being  to  the 
northward  of  Tortola,  in  lat.  22 
deg.  20  min.  captured  Le  Regulus 
French  privateer  {loop,  belonging 
to  Porto  Rico,  of  four  guns  and  26 
men,  which  captain  Barton  fent  to 
St.  Cbriftopher;  die  had  been  out 
fifteen  days,  and  had  captured  an 
American  brig. 

Be  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  lord- 


fhips,  that  his  majefty’s  (hip  Scourge 
captured,  the  28th  ult.  off  Mariaga- 
lante,  La  Sarazine  French  fchooner 
privateer,  belonging  to  Guadalaupc, 
of  fix  guns  and  38  men,  which  cap¬ 
tain  Warren  fent  to,  this  ifland. 
She  had  been  out  ten  days,  but  had 
taken  nothing. 

Be  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  lord- 
fhips,  that  his  majefty’s  ftiip  Tamer 
(captain  Martin)  has  captured  and 
fent  to  Barbadoes  three  French  pri¬ 
vateers  belonging  to  Guadalotipe, 
the  force  of  which,  with  their 
names,  and  the  dates  of  their  cap¬ 
ture,  are  as  loliows: — 4th  Auguft 
1797,  Le  Pont  de  Arcoil,  cutter, 

4  guns  and  48  men,  off  Marti¬ 
nique.  8th  ditto,  LeRenard,  cut¬ 
ter,  10  guns  and  71  men,  off  Mar¬ 
tinique.  10th  ditto,  L’Utile,  ftiip, 
of  14  guns  and  135  men,  off  Bar¬ 
badoes.  They  had  been  out  a  very 
fhort  time,  and  the  two  former  had 
not  taken  any  thing;  but  the  latter 
had  captured  one  Englifn  and  two 
American  veffels. 

The  Alexandrian  fchooner,  of 
fix  guns  and  40  men,  tender  to  his 
majefty’s  ftiip  Prince  of  Wales, 

’  having  failed  from  hence,  under  the 
command  of  lieutenant  William 
Wood  Senhoufe,  in  queft  of  fome 
privateers  that  were  faid  to  be  off 
this  iliand,  fell  in  with,  the  15th 
of  Auguft  laft,  La  Cocq  French 
privateer,  of  fix  guns  and  34  men. 
After  an  action  ol  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  file  ftruck,  having  two 
men  killed  and  five  wounded.  The 
fame  evening  the  Alexandrian  at- 
tacked  another  fchooner  of  greater 
force,  which,  alter  a  running  ac¬ 
tion  of  fome  time,  efcaped  by  the 
darknefs  of  the  night.  The  conduct 
of  lieutenant  Senhoufe,  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Alexandrian,  on 
this  occafion,  was  highly  fpirited 
and  meritorious. 

The  fifth  letter  refers  to  a  lift 

of 
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of  merchant  veflels  captured,  re- 
captu  ed,  and  detained,  between  the 
25th  of  July  and  the  5th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1797  ;  confiding  of  five  brigs, 
one  barque,  two  (loops,  three  (hips, 
and  a  ketch. 

OHoher  22,  1797. 

SIR, 

I  enclofe,  for  the  information  of 
their  lordfhips,  a  copy  of  a  letter  I 
have  received  from  lieutenant  Wil¬ 
liam  W'ood  Senhoufe,  of  his  majef- 
tv’s  hup  Prince  of  Wales,  command¬ 
ing  the  Alexander  armed  tender. 

The  very  gallant  and  fpirited 
condudd  of  Mr.  Senhoufe,  by  the 
capture  of  a  privateer  fo  fuperior 
in  force,  together  with  his  former 
fervices  on  a  (imilar  occation,  will, 
I  am  pcrfuaded,  recommend  him  to 
their  lordftiips’  particular  favour. 

The  Alexander’s  force  was  fix 
gun  s  and  thirty-eight  men,  that  of 
the  French  privateer  eight  guns  and 
feventy-four  men. 

I  have,  &c. 

Henry  Harvey. 

Alexander,  Fort  Royal ,  Mai  tinique , 
Oft.  8, \1797. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that,  after  delivering  your  di- 
fpatches  to  the  governor  of  Dema- 
rary,  and  captain  Manwaring  of  the 
Babet,  on  the  firft  inftant,  we  im¬ 
mediately,  in  purfuance  of  your 
orders,  made  fail  for  Barbadoes, 
and  at  day-light  on  the  4th,  that 
ifland  then  bearing  weft  five  or  fix 
leagues,  we  obferved  a  lchooner  on 
our  quarter,  making  fail  after  an 
American  brig  to  leeward  ;  we  con¬ 
tinued  our  courfe,  but  (lie  difico- 
vering  11s  to  be  an  armed  veftel,- 
hauled  her  wind  to  the  northward, 
as  we  did  in  chace  of  her;  and  at 
nine,  A.  M.  brought  her  to  a  ciofe 
action  of  fifty  minutes,  when  (lie 
ftruck,  proving  to  be  L’Frpicharis 
French  privateer,  mounting  eight 
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carriage  guns,  and  having  on  board 
feventy-four  men,  belonging  to 
Guadeloupe. 

It  is  with  regret  I  add,  that  this 
was  not  accompliffied  without  the 
lofs  of  an  excellent  ftaman,  and 
four  others  wounded,  one,  I  fear, 
mortally.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy,  I 
have  reafon  to  think,  was  great,  as 
on  our  taking  pofTeffion  of  her  four 
men  were  found  laving  dead  on  her 
deck,  and  twelve  feverely  wounded. 

The  mnfter-roll  of  the  privateer 
being  loft,  and  the  captain’s  ac¬ 
count  not  agreeing  v  it h  the  num¬ 
ber  found,  I  have  mentioned  feven¬ 
ty-four,  as  the  number  actually 
counted  by  us  when  (he  ftruck. 

I  have,  &c. 

W.  W.  Senhouse. 
Rear-Admiral  Harvey,  &c. 

Leeward  Iflands. 

17.  Advices  are  received  from 
the  Weft  Indies  of  a  dreadful  muti¬ 
ny,  on  the  2 2d  of  September,  on 
board  the  Hermione  frigate,  when 
captain  Pigot.  and  ail  his  officers, 
except  the  furgeon  and  one  maf- 
ter's  mate,  were  murdered,  as  well 
as  moft  of  the  marines — in  all,  more 
than  40  perfons.  They  carried  the 
ft  igate  to  Laguana,  intending  to  de¬ 
liver  her  up  to  the  Spaniih  gover¬ 
nor,  on  a  capitulation  to  be  paid 
their  arrears  of  pay,  to  be  received 
as  Spanifh  fubje£L,  and  not  to  be 
returned  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  mutiny  was  headed  by  cap¬ 
tain  Pigot’s  own  coxfwain,  who 
had  been  in  different  (hips  four  or 
five  years  with  him.  He  cut  Off 
the  captain’s  head  while  afleep. 

Letters  from  Portfmouth  mention 
the  death  of  captain  Parker,  of  the 
Intrepid,  as  particularly  fingular,  as 
well  as  truly  unfortunate.  He  was 

y 

fitting  in  his  cabin,  when,  upon  a 
fuciden  heel,  of  the  (hip,  and  his 
chair  giving  way,  he  fell  agninft  the 
fafh  window  of  one  of j  the  port¬ 
holes, 


OCCURRENCES. 


*797-1 

holes,  which  he  went  through  into 
the  Tea.  It  blew  fo  ftrong,  that  be¬ 
fore  anv  afliftance  could  be  given 
by  backing  the  fails,  he  unhappily 
difappeared.  Cartain  Parker  was 
brother  to  vice-admiral  fir  William 
Parker,  at  Lifbon. 

Dublin ,  Dec.  18.  Yefterday  in¬ 
telligence  was  received  in  town  of 
the  death  of  colonel  Fitzgerald,  who 
was  lately  guilty  of  a  moll  fhameful 
and  difhonourabie  a£t  in  the  family 
of  the  prefen t  earl  of  Kingfton,  by 
feducing  a  daughter  of  that  much- 
refpefted  nobleman,  to  whom  he 
was  allied,  and  in  whofe  family  he 
had  been  a  conftant  vifitor.  He 
met  with  his  death  in  the  following 
manner: 

After  the  difcovery  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  criminal  intercourfe,  which 
occurred  in  England,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  a  duel  had  taken 
place  between  the  brother  of  the 
1  young  lady  (who  is  now  lord  Kingf- 
borough)  and  the  deceafed  colonel 
Fitzgerald,  the  was  removed  to  the 
country  refidence  of  her  noble  fa¬ 
ther,  now  the  earl  of  Kingfton,  at 
Mitchelftown,  near  Kilworth,  in 
this  kingdom.  The  deceafed,  feel¬ 
ing  no  remorfe  for  what  he  had 
done,  in  difhonouring,  by  the  mod 
artful  ftratagems,  an  illuftrious  fa¬ 
mily,  had  the  audacity  and  hardi¬ 
hood  to  follow  the  young  lady  to 
Ireland;  it  is  fuppofed,  with  a  view 
to  wreft  her  by  violence  from  her 
parents,  and  took  lodgings  at  an  inn 
in  Kilworth.  The  colonel  had  been 
there  fome  days  before  his  arrival 
at  Kilworth  was  known,  or  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  expedition  was  difcover- 
ed.  He  was  obferved  to  walk  out 
in  the  night,  and  conceal  himfelf  in 
the  dav,  and  the  fervants  at  length 
noticed  him  lurking  about  Mitchels- 
town  houfe  at  unfeafonable  hours. 
The  intelligence  having  reached 
lord  Kingfborough,  who  had  had 
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the  duel  with  the  colonel,  and  re- 
folved  to  defeat  his  antagonift’s 
projedt,  he  left  his  father’s  houfe, 
and  went  to  Kilworth,  where,  hav¬ 
ing  enquired  if  that  gentlem  m  was 
in  the  houfe,  and  being  informed  he 
was,  he  went  to  the  apartment  he 
was  diredied  to  that  the  colonel 
lodged  in.  Lord  Kingfborough  rap¬ 
ped  at  the  door,  requiring  admit¬ 
tance  :  the  other,  knowing  his  voice, 
replied  that  he  was  locked  in,  and 
could  not  open  th^  door  ;  but,  if  he 
had  any  thing  to  fay  to  him,  he 
would  receive  it  in  writing  under 
the  door.  This  enraged  the  young 
nobleman,  and  he  forced  open  the 
door,  and  running  to  a  cafe  of  pif- 
tols  in  the  room,  took  one,  and  de- 
fired  the  colonel  to  take  the  other 
and  defend  himfelf ;  he  was  refoived 
to  have  fatisfadlion  for  the  fcheme 
the  deceafed  had  formed  againfthis 
filler,  and  which  he  came  to  this 
place  to  put  in  execution.  On  both 
feifing  the  piflols,  they  grappled 
with  each  other,  and  were  ftrug- 
gling,  when  the  earl  of  Kingfton, 
who  had  been  apprifed  of  his  Ton’s 
departure  in  purfuit/of  the  colonel, 
and  quickly  followed  the  young 
lord,  entered  the  room,  anti  finding 
them  in  the  conteft,  and  that  his 
fon  mufl  lofe  his  life  from  the  fitua- 
tion  the  deceafed  had  him  in,  the 
earl  fired  upon  the  colonel,  not  we 
believe  with  an  intent  to  kill  him, 
though  his  aggravation  was  great; 
but  the  fliot  however  took  effedl, 
and  the  colonel  loft  his  life,  but  not 
lamented  by  any  one  who  has  heard 
of  his  very  dishonourable  conduct 
in  this  affair. 

When  mifs  King  was  taken  by 
her  father  from  England,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  her  difgrace,  it  was  difco- 
vered,  on  her  arrival  in  Dublin, 
that  the  fervant-maid  who  accom¬ 
panied  her,  favoured  the  views  of 
the  feducer.  On  her  confequent  dif- 

miftal 
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miffal  from  the  fervice,  Hie  return¬ 
ed  to  England,  and  was  the  bearer 
of  a  private  letter  to  col.  Fitzgerald, 
the  contents  of  which  were,  it  is 
faid,  fufficient  to  induce  the  colo¬ 
nel,  even  at  the  rifle  of  his  life,  to 
make  an  effort  to  regain  the  young 
lady  ;  but  his  finances  not  enabling 
him  to  undertake  the  journey,  he 
borrowed  a  fum  of  money  of  an 
amiable  woman,  who  ought  ever  to 
have  been,  moft  dear  to  him,  un¬ 
der  the  pretence  of  making  a  vifit 
to  Dorfttlhire.  Thus  accommo¬ 
dated,  he  fet  out  for  the  lifter  king¬ 
dom,  and  arrived  at  the  village  of 
Kilworth,  near  Mitchelftown,  the 
reftdence  of  the  noble  family}  the 
place  where  the  young  lady  was 
then  kept,  and  whofe  conduct  was 
then  watched  with  particular  vigi¬ 
lance. 

An  admiralty  feflions  was  held  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  when  three  prisoners 
were  tried,  one  of  whom  was  capi¬ 
tally  conv'lted,  viz.  George  Jay, 
for  that  he,  being  a  natural-born 
lubje£t  of  this  kingdom,  w  as,  on  the 
4th  day  of  June  laft,  taken  on  board 
a  French  privateer,  fighting  againft 
the  fubjefts  of  this  country,  and  re¬ 
ceived  judgment  of  death.  Two 
were  acquitted;  and  four  di  (charged 
by  proclamation. 

Admiralty  Office,  Dec.  19 .  This 
gazette  contains  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  a  fall-failing  French 
privateer  La  Mouche,  of  18  guns 
and  222  men,  by  his  majefty’s  Ihip 
Diana,  captain  Faulknor. 

The  national  thankfgiving  forthe 
three  great  naval  vidtories  of  lords 
Howe,  St.  Vincent,  and  Duncan, 
took  place  this  morning.  Never, 
perhaps,  was  there  fo  fine  a  fpedta- 
cle  exhibited  ;  and  the  recollection 
of  the  ever  memorable  events  which 
gave  rife  to  it  added  in  no  fmall 
degree  to  the  gaiety  of  the  feene. 
The  remarkable  beauty  and  clear- 
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nefs  of  the  day  (the  fineft  which 
had  taken  place  for  many  weeks) 
greatly  increafed  ti  e  fplendour  and 
brilliancy  of- the  fpehtacle. 

Long  before  dat -light  the  houfes 
through  which  the  proceflion  palled 
begin  to  fill. 

The  military,  confiding  of  the 
three  brigades  of  foot  guards,  the 
horfe  guards,  not  immediately  em¬ 
ployed  about  the  king's  per fon,  the 
volunteer  corps  of  London  and 
Weft  mi  niter  light  horfe,  came  upon 
duty  at  liven  o’clock;  the  latter 
a  fie  rn  bled  in  Hyde  Park,  and  be¬ 
fore  eight  moved  down  Conftitu- 
tion  Hili,  on  their  route  through 
Pall-Mall  and  to  the  city.  His  ms* 
jelly,  feeing  them  pafs,  did  them 
tee  honour  to  require  them  tocoun-. 
termarch  by  the  gate  next  Pimlico, 
where  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to 
ftand  to  fee  them  march  paft  him. 
His  majefty  was  moft  gracioully 
pleafed  to  exprefs  his  high  conlide- 
ration  of  the  corps  in  the  moft  gra¬ 
tifying  terms.  About  feven,  the 
military  moved  to  their  ftations  in 
the  different  ftreets  which  they  were 
appointed  to  line,  The  foot-guards 
took  the  duty  from  St.  James’s  to 
Temple  Bar,  infide  of  which  the 
ftreets  were  lined  by  the  two  regi- 
.ments  of  city  militia,  the  two  regi¬ 
ments  of  Eafl  India  volunteers,  and 
feveral  other  corps  of  the  fame  de- 
feription,  to  whole  military  and  de¬ 
corous  conduCt,  wre  are  happy  we 
can  bear  the  moft;  deciftve  tefti- 
mony. 

At  eight  o’clock,  the  feamen  and 
marines,  chofen  to  efcort  the  co¬ 
lours,  formed  before  the  admiralty. 
They  were  line-looking  men  ;  and 
the  trophies  of  their  bravery  were 
labeled — 44  June,  1794,”  44  Febru- 
ary,  1 797,”  “October,  1797,”  &c. 

The  proceflion  began  with  two 
colours  taken,  from  the  French,  three 
from  the  Spaniards,  and  four  from 
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the  Dutch;  the  colours  carried  on 
artillery  waggons,  and  each  fe-t  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  party  of  naval  lieute¬ 
nants  on  foot,  who  had  ferved  in 
the  feveral  engagements  in  which 
they  were  won.  A  very  large  de¬ 
tachment  of  'marines,  with  mufic 
playing,  followed  ;  and  the  whole 
corps  were  ranged  in  the  cathedral 
from  the  weft  door  to  the  choir. 
The  following  admirals,  in  car¬ 
riages,  brought  up  the  rear  of  this 
part  of  the  proceflion :  Lord  vif- 
count  Duncan,  fir  Charles  Thomp¬ 
son,  fir  Richard  Onflow,  fir  Alan 
Gardner,  fir  Thomas  Paifiey*  fir 
Roger  Curtis,  fir  Horatio  Nelfon, 
lord  Hugh  Seymour,  Caldwell, 
Waldegrave,  Hamilton,  Goodall, 
Young,  I.indfay,  Gambier,  Baze- 
ley,  captain  fir  Henry  Trollope. 
This  was  by  far  the  moft  interefting 
part  of  the  fpe&acle.  The  deport¬ 
ment  of  thefe  gallant  fons  of  the 
ocean  was  extremely  dignified. 

The  lords  and  commons  having 
aflembled  at  eight,  their  proceflion 
began  foon  afterwards  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order: 

The  commons  in  carriages  followed 
by  the  fpeaker  in  his  State- car¬ 
riage,  with  his  mace-bearer 
and  chaplain. 

Three  knight  marfhalmen. 

Clerks  of  the  crown. 

Matters  in  chancery. 

The  twelve  judges. 

The  peers  in  the  order  of  their  rank, 
the  youngeft  baron  firft,  and  the 
Senior  duke  bringing  up  the  rear. 

Lord  high  chancellor. 

Thefe  parts,  of  the  proceflion 
having  reached  St.  Paul’s  before 
nine,  the  firing  of  the  Park  guns 
announced,  foon  after  ten,  that 
their  majefties  had  entered  their  car¬ 
riages  at  St.  James’s  ;  and 

The  Royal  Procession 
began  in  the  following  order,  each 
carriage  being  drawn  by  fix  capa- 
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rifoned  horfes,  except  that  of  their 
majefties,  which  was  drawn  by 
eight  creams. 

Houfehold  of  the  duke  of  Glou 
cefter. 

The  duke. 

Iioufehold  of  the  duke  of  York. 
The  duke. 

Houfehold  of  the  duke  or  Clarence* 
The  duke. 

Queen's  Houfehold. 

Firft  coach — -ladies  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber. 

Second  coach — the  maids  of  ho¬ 
nour. 

Third  coach — equerries. 
Fourth  coach — ladies  of  the  bed-* 
chamber. 

Fifth  coach — mafter  of  the  liorfe. 

King ’s  Houfehold. 

Sixth  coach-— gentlemen  uftiers  of 
the  privy  chamber. 

Seventh  coach — equerries. 
Eighth  coach— lord  fteward,  &c. 
Ninth  coach — lords  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber. 

Tenth  coach — rnafter  of  the  horfe. 
Their  Majesties  ; 

"•with  the  miftrefs  of  the  robes  to  the 
queen,  and  the  lady  of  the  bed-* 
chamber  in  waiting. 

*  Princesses. 

Attendants  on  the  princefles. 
The  princefles  were  dreficd  in 
purple  fatins,  trimmed  with  gold, 
and  wore  bandeaus  of  purple  and 
gold  in  their  hair. 

The  horfes  of  the  twenty  car¬ 
riages  of  ft  ate,  amounting  to  122, 
formed,  perhaps,  the  fineft  equef- 
trian  fight  ever  feen  in  any  coun¬ 
try.  Thofe  of  the  duke  of  Glou- 
cefter  were  bays,  of  the  duke  of  Pork 
white,  of  thedukeof  Clarence  roans^ 
of  their  majefty’s  houfehold  black. 

The  crowd  in  the  ftreets,  from. 
St.  James’s  to  the  cathedral,  was 
immenfe  ;  but  the  carriage-way  was 
kept  entirely  clear  for  the  procef* 
iion,  which  reached  the  cathedral 
(M)  without 
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without  the  fmalleft  delay  or  inter¬ 
ruption.  The  city  militia,  light 
horfe  affociation,  and  the  gentle- 
men  of  the  artillery  company,  kept 
the  ftri&eft  regularity  in  the  city  ; 
while  the  various  detachments  of 
troops  in  other  quarters  added  to 
the  grandeur  of  the  fcene,  and  pre- 
ferved  the  completed:  ordef. 

During  the  proceffion  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  down  the  left 
fide  of  Fleet-ftreet,  the  lord  mayor, 
the  two  fhefiffs,  four  of  the  com¬ 
mon  council  (as  reprefentatives  of 
the  corporation)  in  their  carriages, 
preceded  by  the  marlhals  and  city 
officers,  went  to  Temple  Bar,  where 
they  waited  to  receive  his  majefly  ; 
to  whom  the  lord  mayor  delivered 
the  city  fvvord  ;  which  being  gra~ 
cioufly  returned  by  the  king,  the 
lord  mayor,  with  the  fheriffs  and 
city  deputation  all  elegantly 
drefled  in  their  gowns  of  office, 
rode  bare-headed  before  his  majef- 
ty  to  the  cathedral  church. 

His  majefty  was  received  with 
every  mark  of  attention,  refpedf, 
and  applaufe,  which  his  goodnefs 
of  heart,  and  love  for  his  people, 
fo  eminently  merit.  Particular 
marks  of  refpedt  were  alfo  beftowed 
on  many  others;  among  whom  we 
were  glad  to  notice  Mr.  Pitt ;  the 
plaudits  beftowed  on  him  ftlenced 
and  overpowered  the  hides  and  cla¬ 
mours  of  a  few  malcontents,  plant¬ 
ed  in  different  places  apparently  to 
infult  him. 

When  the  proceffion  reached  St. 
Paul’s,  the  lieutenants,  taking  the 
flags  from  the  waggons,  attended  by 
the  feamen  and  marines,  divided 
themfelves  for  their  captains  to  pafs 
iip  the  body  of  the  church,  to  their 
feats  in  the  galleries  on  each  fide 
of  the  choir.  The  colours,  on  be¬ 
ing  brought  within  the  church, 
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were  carried  in  proceffion  under 
the  loudeft  fhouts  of  applaufe,  and 
grand  martial  mufic,  to  the  middle 
of  the  dome,  wherethey  were  placed 
in  a  circle.  The  princeffes,  with 
the  dukes  of  York  and  Clarence, 
prince  Erneft,  and  the  duke  of 
Gloucefter,  and  their  refpe&ive 
fuites,  on  their  alighting,  formed  a 
circle  within  the  church,  regularly 
from  the  right  of  the  great  weft 
door,  with  the  lord  mayor,  fheriffs, 
aldermen,  and  the  admirals  on  the 
oppofite  fide*  where  they  waited  to 
receive  their  nWjefties,  The  com¬ 
mon  council  of  London,  in  their 
mazarine  goWns,  were  ranged,  with 
their  ladies,  in  two  fpacious  galle¬ 
ries,  which  filled  the  femicircle  of 
the  dome;  and,  from  the  number 
of  beautiful  women  prefent,  added 
not  a  little  to  the  grandeur  of  the 
fpe&acle. 

The  king,  on  his  alighting  at  the 
church,  was  received  by  the  bifhoptf 
of  London  and  Lincoln,  who  walk¬ 
ed  on  each  fide  of  his  majefty,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  heralds  at  arms,  and  pre- 
bendariesofthecathedral.Hermajef- 
ty,  led  by  earl  Morton,  fdllo  wed  with 
her  fuite  ;  and  the  princes  and  prin¬ 
ceffes,  according  to  their  rank,  with 
their  attendants,  in  proceffion.  On 
the  arrival  of  their  majefties  and 
the  princeffes  within  the  circle 
formed  by  the  colours,  they  were 
lowered  ;  and  the  royal  family  re- 
fpedtively  made  their  obeifances  to 
the  company  affembled  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  church,  which 
were  returned  with  the  loudeft  ac¬ 
clamations  and  congratulations  ever 
perhaps  heard  on  any  occafion. 

The  fervice  was  chaunted  by  the 
minor  canons,  the  leffons  by  the 
fub-dean.  At  the  end  of  the  firft 
lefion,  the  flag-officers  entered  in 
two  divifions,  right  and  left  of  the 
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king’s  chair,  the  ends  of  the  flags 
being  fupported  by  thofe  officers, 
who  immediately  followed  the  bear¬ 
ers  in  regular  fucceffion,  advancing 
to  the  altar,  to  depofit  the  trophies 
of  our  naval  fuccefs,  which  his  ma- 
jefty  feemed  to  view  with  much  at¬ 
tention  ;  and  the  Whole  of  the  fpec- 
tators  appeared  to  partake  in  the 
royal  feelings  on  this  moft  happy 
occafion. 

A  very  excellent  fermoh  was 
preached  by  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln, 
dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  from  Samuel 
xxiii.  1-3. 

“And  David  fpakeunto  the  Lord 
the  words  of  this  fong,  in  the  day 
that  the  Lord  had  delivered  him  out 
of  the  hands  of  all  his  enemies. 

“  The  lord  is  my  rock  and  my 
fortrefs,  and  my  deliverer. 

“  And  God  of  my  rock}  in  him 
will  I  trull ;  he  is  my  fhield,  and 
the  horn  of  my  falvation.” 

An  anthem  was  fung,  the  fame 
as  when  queen  Anne  went  to  St. 
Paul’s. 

At  half  pad  two  o’clock,  a  Bgrial 
being  given  from  St.  Paul’s  that  the 
lervice  was  over,  the  Park  guns 
were  fired. 

In  returning,  the  pfbceffion  of' 
the  rbyal  family’s  carriages  was  re- 
verfed,  their  majeifies  going  firft. 

The  whole  condudl  Of  the  pro- 
ceffion  and  the  bufinefs  of  the  day 
was  fuch  as  refie<51ed  great  credit  on 
thofe  who  fuperintended  its  arrange¬ 
ments. 

Not  any  accident  happened,  that 
could  tend  to  throw  a  cloud  over 
the  fplendour  of  the  day.  The  fol- 
diery  who  lined  the  llreets  con¬ 
duced  themfelves  with  the  uttnotl 
decorum.  The  populace  thronged 
into  the  llreets  from  all  the  avenues, 
and  prefied  upon  the  military  with 
great  force ;  but  the  latter  did  not 
fufFer  themfelves  to  be  provoked 
into  any  want  ©f  humanity ;  but 


kept  the  populace  from  preffing  in¬ 
to  the  line  ofproceffion,  withoutthe 
leaf!  appearance  of  heat,  amidlt  all 
the  confuliori  which  fuch  a  fpeCa- 
cle  mult  neceflarily  have  produced. 

23.  The  gazette  announces  the 
capture  of  the  French  privateer  brig^ 
Succefs,  by  captain  Cunningham  of 
the  Clvde. 

J 

26.  The  gazette  announces  the 
capture  of  la  Dorade*  12  guns  and 
93  men,  by  captain  Cunningham* 
but  the  prize  upfet,  and  the  mailer, 
a  midlhipman,  and  feventeeii  fea- 
men  were  drowned. 

Admiralty -office,  Dec.  30.  Copy 
of  a  letter  from  captain  Robert 
Barlow,  commander  of  his  majeify’s 
fiiip  Phoebe,  to  fevan  Nepean,  efq; 
dated  in  Cawfand  Bay,  the  26th 
inllant. 

SIR, 

Be  pleafed  to  inform  their  lord- 
fliips,  that  on  the  21ft  inllant,  at 
10  A.  M.  being,  with  his  ma jelly’s 
Blip  under  my  command,  in  lat. 
a8  deg.  30  min.  N.  long,  to  deg. 
W.  we  difcovered  one  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  frigates,  which,  about  nine 
o'clock  the  fame  evening  we  had 
the  good  fortune  to  come  up  with 
and  capture,  after  an  action  which 
lafted  upwards  of  two  hours.  To 
account  to  their  lordlhips  for  its 
continuing  fo  long,  it  will  be  ne- 
cefiary  to  trouble  them  with  fome, 
detail.  The  difference  in  point  of 
failing  between  the  two  Blips  being 
inconfid.erable,  Bie  damaged  our, 
malls,  fails,  and  rigging*  very  much* 
with  her  ftern-chace  guns,  and,  at 
the  moment  when  we  were  nearly 
in 4  fituation  to  commence  ohr  at¬ 
tack,  fhe  put  in  ftays,  the  Phoebe 
being  at  this  time  under  a  crowd  of 
fail;  and  as,  from  the  darkneft  of 
the  night,  the  enemy’s  difpolition 
for  tacking  could  not  be  difcover¬ 
ed,  a  few  minutes  necefiarily  elapfecl. 
before  vve  could  tack  to  follow  her, 
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after  exchanging  broad  fides  on  pad- 
in  g.  This  manoeuvre  increafed  our 
diffance,  and  fubjedfed  us,  a  fecond 
time,  to  the  fire  of  her  hern-chafe, 
with  which  they-were  but  too  fuc- 
cefsful  in  cutting  up  bur  fails  and 
ringing.  At  length,  about  ten  o’ 
clock,'  we  got  lairlv  alongfide  of 
her,  when,  after  a  handfome  re¬ 
finance  of  three  quarters'  of  an 
hour,  file  ftruck.  She  proves  to 
be  La  Nereide,  of  thirty-fix  guns  ; 
viz.  26  twelve-pounders  on  her 
main  deck,  8  fix-pounders,  and  2 
thirty-two-pounder  carronades  on 
the  quarter  deck,  manned  with  330 
men,  commanded  by  captain  Ca¬ 
non;  failed  from  Rochefort  fifteen 
days  before,  and  victualled  for  four 
months.  It  is  with  the  high  elf  fa- 
tisfadtion  I,  have  to  report  the  de¬ 
cree  of  ardour  and  zeal  manifflted 
«  > 

by  my  officers  and  Blip’s  company 
on  this  occafion,  which,  in  my 
judgment,  could  not  be  exceeded, 
from  my  firft  lieutenant,  Hail i- 
day,  I  experienced  ail  the  fupport 
whiclfl  with  confidence  expedited 
from  fo  gallant  and  ilcilful  an  offi¬ 
cer,  which,  ami  lit  the  difficulties 
to  be  contended  with  in  a  night 
action,  was  an-  incalculable  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  and  the  lieutenants  Hol¬ 
land  and  Vaillant,  lieutenant  Stew- 
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art,  of  the  marines,  and  Mr.  Cole, 
the  mafter,  were  no  le.fs  a  Stive 
and  diftinguiflied  at  their  feveral 
Rations.  Our  lofs  in  killed  and 
wounded  is  1  feaman,  2  marines, 
killed ;  5  feamen,  5  marines, 

wounded:  that  of  the  enemy  a- 
mounts  to  20  men  killed,  and  53" 
wounded. 

I  am,  &c. 

Rob.  Barlow. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an 
account  of  the  capture  of  two 
French  privateers,  by  his  mnjef- 
ty’s  fhip  Latona,  capt.  Sotheron. 
The  firft  called  L’Aigle,  a  fchoo- 
ner,  of  Bourdeaux,  mounting  12 
fmall  carriage-guns,  with  62  men, 
commanded  by  Francis  Harimen- 
dy.  The  other,  L’Intrepide,  a 
French  corvette  brig,  fitted  out 
from  Nantes  as  a  privateer,  pierc¬ 
ed  for  eighteen  guns,  carried  12. 
fix-pounders,  2  eighteen  pounder 
carronades,  and  1  long  brafs  twelve- 
pounder.  She  threw  all  of  them 
overboard  during  the  chafe,  ex- 
cept  the  brafs  gun,  and  1  fix- 
pounder,  which  file  kept  as  hem 
chafers,  and  fired  without  effedf 
until  the  Latona  got  nearly  along- 
fide  of  her.  She  had  eighty-three 
men  on  board,  was  commanded 
by  monfieur  Jean  Candeau. . 
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Males  8577 
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Decreaf.in  Burials 
this  year  1891. 


Died  under  2  Years  5111  20  and  30  -  1359 
Between  2  and  5  1422  30  and  40  -  1  692 

5  and  10  60O  40  and  50  -  17  54 

10  and  20  581  50  and  60  -  1678 


5o  and  70  -  13^9 
70  and  8®  -  1069 
80  and  90  -  411 
90  and  100  -  64 


roo  - 
?  02  - 
103  - 

107  - 
117  - 


r 

1 

r 

1 

1 


BIRTHS  in  the  Yea?-  1797. 

Jan.  1.  Vifcountefs  Deerhurft,  a 

fo*. 


9.  Lady  of  John  Drummond, 
efq.  a  daughter. 

10.  Counters  of  Aylesford,  twins, 
a  fon  and  a  daughter. 
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14.  Vifcountefs  Clifden,  a  fon. 

iq.  Lady  of  Paul  Benfield,  efq. 
M.  P.  a  fon. 

16.  Vifcountefs  Galway,  a  fon. 

24.  Lady  of  C.  Shaw  .Lefevre, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  Ton. 

2$.  Lady  Donne,  a  fon. 

26.  Lady  of  R.  Down,  efq. 
banker,  a  fon,  her  19th  child. 

Feb.  1.  Rt.  hon.’  lady  Horatio 
Seymour,  a  fon- 

— .  Lady  of  R.  J,  Sullivan,  efq.  a 

Ton. 

6.  Countefs  of  Guildford,  a 
daughter. 

O 

8.  Countefs  of  Bel  fa  ft,  a  fon. 

9.  Lady  of  George  Henry  Rofe, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

11.  Countefs  Temple,  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  of  Edward  Beefton 
Long,  efq.  a  daughter. 

»  — .  Rt.  hon.  Lady  Rodney,  a 
fon. 

26.  Lady  of  William  Currie,  efq. 
M.  P.  a  Ton. 

March  5.  Lady  of'  alderman 
Combe,  M.  P.  a  fon. 

10.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Henry 
Lid  del,  bart.  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  of  fir  James  Bland 
Burges,  bart.  a  daughter. 

15.  Mrs.  Woodrow,  of  Bridge- 
water,  two  fons  and  a  daughter. 

25.  Countefs  of  Mount  Edge¬ 
combe,  a  fon. 

26.  Ladv  of  fir  Rich.  CarrGlvnn, 
knight,  alderman,  and  M.  P.  a  fon. 

28.  Countefs  of  Albemarle,  a 
daughter. 

April  1.  Hon.  Mrs.  Petre,  a  fon. 

3.  Lady  of  Dr.  Stewart,  bifhop 
of  St.  David’s,  a  daughter. 

8.  Lady  of  fir  Alexander  Gr-ent, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

— .  Lady  of  the  hon.  John  Slmp- 
fon,  a  daughter. 

11.  Lady  of  fir  Richard  Gamon, 
bart.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

j6.  Lady  Carrington,  a  daughter. 


16.  Lady  of  fir  C.  Watfon,  a 

daughter. 

■ — .  Lady  Charlotte  Campbell,  a 
daughter. 

21.  Lady  of  fir  George  Womb- 
well,  bart.  a  fon. 


May  13.  Countefs  of Northeik,  a 
daughter. 

15.  Lady  Mufgrave,  a  fon. 

17.  Princefs  of  prince  Maximi¬ 
lian  of  Saxony,  brother  jto  the  elect¬ 
or,  a  fon. 

19.  Princefs  of  Brazil,  a  princefs. 

29.  Lady  Heathcote,  a  fon. 

— .  The  wife  of  William  South¬ 
erland,  of  Shetland,  three  fons  and 
a  daughter. 


June  1 .  Lady  of  fir  Robert  Baker* 
a  daughter. 

8.  Lady  Charles  Town  fend,  a 
fon. 

18.  Mrs.  Dundas,  lady  of  the  lord 
advocate  of  Scotland,  a  fon. 

20.  Lady  Napier,  a  fon. 

26.  Countefs  of  Cafiilis,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

July  7.  Lady  of  the  hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Carr,  a  fon. 

8.  Lady  Bruce,  a  daughter. 

16.  Lady  Margaret  Maclean,  a 
«  fon. 


— .  Mrs.  Afher,  of  Rothes,  a  fon. 
and  two  daughters. 

21.  Countefs  Hardwicke,  a  fon. 

30.  Countefs  of  Plymouth,  a 
daughter. 

31.  Hon.  Mrs.  Stanley,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Augujl  r.  Lady  Suttie,  a  fon. 

6.  Lady  of  fir  John  Chardin 
Mufgrave,  bart.  a  fon. 

15.  Lady  of  Edmund  Wigley, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

20.  LadV  of  fir  John  Sinclair, 
bart.  a  fon. 

21.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Which- 
cote,  bart.  a  Ton, 

—  .  Mrs.  Abrahams,  of  lpfwich, 
three  children. 


(M  3)  22,  Lady 
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22.  Lady  Elizabeth  Talbot,  a 
daughter. 

26.  Lady  Sherard,  a  Ion. 

28.  Lady  of  hr  George  Glyn, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

Sept*  4.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Par¬ 
ky  ns,  bart.  a  (on. 

6.  Lady  Charlotte  Lennox, a  fon. 

— .  Lady  Belgrave,  a  fon. 

7.  Marchionefs  of  Tweedale,  a 
daughter. 

13.  Lacly  of  fir  George  Pigot, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

17.  Lady  Elizabeth  Spencer,  a 
daughter. 

1$.  The  duchefs  of  Manchefter, 
a  daughter. 

— .  Mrs.  Gibbons,  of  Coichefter, 
three  (oris. 

— .  Mrs.  Gairy,  of  Dean’s  Yard, 
Weftminfter,  twins.  She  is  49,  her 
hufband  84. 

OH.  9.  Lady  Elizabeth  Finch 
Hatton,  a  daughter. 

13.  Lady  of  Thomas  Anfon,  efq. 
M.  P.  a  fon. 

15.  Countefs  of  Aboyne,  a 
daughter. 

17.  Lady  Mary  Fludyer,  a  fon. 

2t.  Lady  Mary  Stopford,  a  fon. 

23.  Lady  of  fir  James  Graham, 
bart.  a  foil. 

24.  Countefs  of  Caithnefs,  a, 
fon. 

— .  Countefs  of  Sutherland,  a 


daughter. 

Nov.  5.  Lady  Lucy  Bridgman,  a 
fon. 

11.  Mrs.  Hood,  of  Wilmington, 
three  daughters.  ' 

14.  Lady  of  the  hon.  capt.  Wil¬ 
liam  Seymour,  a  daughter. 

— .  Lady  Helen  Hail,  a  fon. 

Dec .  2.  Lady  Le  Defpenfer,  a 
fon. 


13.  Lady  of  fir  John  Kennaway, 
bart.  a  fon. 

18.  Mrs.  Nevitt,  of  Newark, 
three  daughters. 


MARRIAGES  for  1797. 

\  ’  ■ 

Feb.  2.  The  earl  of  Weftmeath 
to  lady  Elizabeth  Moore,  eldefl 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Drogheda. 

6.  Right  hon.  lord  vifcount  Mon-= 
tague  to  mifs  Frances  Manby,  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Manby,  efq.  of  Bead’s  Hall,  Ef* 
fex. 

13.  The  hereditary  prince  of 
Hefle  Caflel,  to- the  princefs  A 11- 
gufta  of  Prufiia,  daughter  of  the 
king  of  Prufiia. 

16.  Hon.  Mr.  Dundas,  fon  of 
lord  Dundas,  to  lady  Caroline  Beau- 
clerk,  daughter  of  the  duke  of  St. 
Albans. 

18.  Sir  John  Kennaway,  of  Ef- 
cot,  Devonfhire,  bart.  to  mifs  Char¬ 
lotte  Amyatt,  daughter  of  James 
Amyatt,  efq.  M.  P.  for  Sputhamp- 
ton. 

28.  Capt.  Halliday,  fon  of  lady 
Jane  Halliday,  to  mifs  Eliza  Strat¬ 
ford. 

March  4.  Sir  John  Menzies,  bart. 
to  lady  Charlotte  Murray,  daughter 
of  the  duke  of  Athol. 

14.  Col.  Clinton,  eldefl:  fon  of 
the  late  fir  H.  Clinton,  K.  B.Jo  the 
hon.  Louifa  Holroyd,  youngefl 
daughter  of  lord  Sheffield. 

4  — .  Robert  Bernard  Sparrow,  efq. 
to  the  hon.  mifs  Achefon,  eldefl 
daughter  of  lord  vifcount  Gosferd. 

Ajril  6.  Col.  Grofvenor,  M.  P. 
nephew  of  earl  Grofvenor,  to  mifs 
Heathcote,  filler  to  fir^  Gilbert 
Heathcote,  bart. 

14.  CapelHanbury,  efq.  of  Pont- 
pool-houfe,  Monmouthfhire,to  lady 
Machvvorth,  of  Gnoll  Caftle,  Gla¬ 
morgan  (hire. 

16.  Rev.  Edward  Nares,  young- 
eft  fon  of  the  late  hon.  juftice 
Nares,  to  lady  Georgfiia  Charlotte 
Spencer,  third  daughter  of  the  duke, 
of  Marlborough. 

17.  Lord 
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if.  Lord  vifcount  Brome,  fon  of 
marquis  Cornwallis,  to  lady  Louifa 
Gordon,  daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Gordon. 

19.  Lord  vifcount  Garlies,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  earl  of  Galloway,  to  lady 
Jane  Paget,  fecond  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Uxbridge, 

24.  Lord  Dunfany  tomifs  Smith, 
filler  of  Drummond  Smith,  efq. 
Herts. 

May  1.  Earl  of  Derby  to  mifs 
Farren. 

2.  Henry  St.  John,  efq.  youngeft 
fon  of  the  late  hpn.  and  rev.  An¬ 
drew  St.  John,  to  mifs  Catherine 
Wigley.. 

— -.  Lieut,  col.  Scudamore,  M.  P. 
to  mifs  Walwyn,  daughter  of  James 
Walwyn,  efq.  IVJ.  P. 

4.  Hon.  capt.  Talbot,  only  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  to 
mifs  Harriet  Bedingfield,  daughter 
of  the  rev.  Bacon  Bedingfield,  of 
Pitchingham-hall,  Norfolk. 

13.  John  Wyldbore  Smith,  efq.  * 
only  fon  of  fir  John  Smith,  bart. 
of  Sydling-houfe,  Dorfet,  to  mifs 
Elizabeth  Anne  Marriot. 

18.  His  ferene  highnefs  Frederic- 
Charles-William,  hereditary  prince 
of  Wirtemberg,  to  her  royal  high- 
nefs  Charlotte  -  Augufta  -  Matilda, 
princefs-voyal  of  England. 

19.  Rev.  William  Holwell  to  la¬ 
dy  Charlotte  Hay,  daughter  of  the 
late  earl  of  Errol. 

23.  Rev.  William  Clay  to  lady 
Burrell,  relidl  of  fir  William  Burrell, 
bart. 

23.  John  Mofely,  efq.  to  mifs 
Payne  Galloway,  only  daughter'  of 
S.  P.  Galloway,  efq.  and  niece  to 
lord  Lavington. 

30.  William  Wilberforce,  efq. 
M.  P.  to  mifs  Spooner,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Ifaac  Spooner,  efq.  of 
Emdon-houfe,  Warwick. 

— .  Sir  Charles  Edwards  to  mifs 
Howard. 


30.  Lord  George  Thynne,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  marquis  of  Bath,  to  mifs 
Harriet  Courtenay,  filler  to  lord 
vifcount  Courtenav. 

June  9.  Rev.  William  Garner, 
eldeft  fon  of  George  Garner,  efq.  of 
Wickham,  Hants,  to  mifs  North, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  hon.  and 
rev.  the  bifiiop  of  Winchefter. 

23.  Wencefiaus,  count  of  Purg- 
ftall,  count  of  the  holy  Roman  em¬ 
pire,  to  mifs  Cranftoun,  daughter 
of  the  late  hon.  George  Cranf- 
toun. 

26.  Lieut,  col.  Childers  to  the 
hon.  mifs  Eardley,  daughter  of  lord 
Eardley, 

— .  Hon.  capt.  Carleton,  eldeft 
fon  of  lord  Dorchefter,to  mifs  Prif- 
cilla  Belford,  niece  to  fir  Adam 
Williamfon,  K.  B. 

July  6,  Lord  Holland  to  lady 
Vaffal,  only  daughter  of  the  late 
Richard  Vaffal,  efq. 

1 1.  Hon.  Francis  Matthew,  eldeft 
fon  of  lord  vifcount  LandafF,  to  mifs 
C.  La  Touche,  daughter  of  John 
La  Touche,  efq. 

26.  John  Quincy  Adams,  efq, 
ambalfador  from  the  United  States 
of  America  to  the  Court  of  Berlin, 
and  fon  to  John  Adams,  efq.  prefi- 
dent  of  the  American  States,  to  mifs' 
Louifa  Johnfon,  daughter  of  Jofliua 
Johnfon,  Efq.  London. 

yiugufl  1.  Sir  Thomas  Pilkington, 
bart.  to  mifs  Tuffnel,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Tuffnel,  efq.  of 
Langleys. 

8.  Lord  Trimbleftown  to  mifs 
Alicia  Euftace,  daughter  of  major- 
general  Euftace, 

17.  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  to 
lady  Charlotte  Townfhend,  only 
daughter  of  marquis  TovvnQiend. 

2.9,.  Abraham  Spoon.’.  efq.  of 
Eimdo.n-houfe,  Warwick,  to  mifs 
Li'ilington,  daughter  and  heirefs  of 
Luke  Lillington,  efq.  of  Ferriby- 
grange,  York. 

(M4)  19.  Wil* 


DEATHS. 


19.  William  Blake,  efq.  fon  of 
W.  Blake,  efq.  banker,  London,  to 
mifsNafli,only  daughter  and  heirefs 
of  Jofeph  Nafh,  efq.  fon  of  William 
Nafh,  efq.  late  alderman  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

Sept.  11.  Sir  W.  Vavafour,  of 
Haflewood,  Y ork,  bart.  to  mifs  Jane 
Langdale,  daughter  and  heirefs  of 
William  Langdale,  Efq.  of  Lang* 
thorpe. 

16.  David  William,  earl  of  Manf- 
field,  to  mifs  Frederic  Markham, 
fourth  daughter  of  the  archbifhop 
of  York. 

27.  Mr.  Benyon,  fon  of  the  late 
governor  Benyon,  to  mifs  Sykes, 
daughter  of  fir  Francis  Sykes,  bart. 

OH.  12.  Robert  Carey  Elvves, 
efq.  of  R  ox  by  - 11  p  o  n  -  If  u  m  ber,  to 
the  hon.  Caroline  Pelham,  fecond 
daughter  of  lord  Yarborough. 

18.  The  hon.  col.  Robert  Fulke 
Greville,  younger  brother  of  the 
earl  of  Warwick,  to  Louifa  countefs 
dowager  of  Mansfield. 

Nov.  27.  Alexander  Trotter,  efq. 
of  Dreghern,  paymafter  of  the  navy, 
to  mifs  Lilias  Stuart,  daughter  of 
the  late  fir  John  Stuart,  bart. 

Dec.  1 j.  The  hon.  Thomas  Mor¬ 
ton,  elded  fon  of  lord  Ducie,  to 
lady  Frances  Herbert,  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  earl  of  Carnarvon. 

— .  Hon.  Thomas  Powys,  eldefl 
fon  of  lord  Lifford,  to  mils  Ather¬ 
ton,  elded  daughter  and  heirefs  of 
the  late  Robert  Vernon  Atherton, 
efq.  of  Atherton-hall,  Lancafhire. 

23.  Lord  Grey,  fon  of  the  earl 
of  Stamford,  to  the  hon.  mifs  Char- 
tens,  daughter  of  lord  Elcho. 


DEATHS  in  the  Year  1797. 

Jan.  11.  Jemima,  marchionefs 
Grev,  baronefs  Lucas  of  Crudwell, 
Wilts, 
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11.  Sir  Samuel  Egerton  Leigh, 
bart. 

14.  John  Stuart  Wortley,  efq. 
M.  P. 

17.  Henry  Pelham,  efq.  brother 
to  the  right  hon.  Thomas  Pelham. 

— .  Jofeph  Bufhnan,  efq.  comp¬ 
troller  of  the  city  of  London. 

18.  Anne,  dowager  countefs  of 
Guildford. 

— .  Elizabeth- Anne,  lady  Ran¬ 
ch  ffe. 

>  — ■.  The  countefs  of  Exeter. 

18.  Lucy,  lady  Sheffield,  fecond 
wife  of  lord  Sheifield. 

— .  The  hon.  and  rev.  William 
Bromley  Cadogan,  fecond  fon  of 
lord  Cadogan. 

o 

26.  Right  hon.  Hew  Macky, 
fixth  lord  Reay. 

, — .  Hon.  and  rev.  John  Ellis 
Agar,  brother  to  the  right  hon.  lord 
vifcount  Cliefden. 

— .  Lady  Smythe,  relief  of  fir 
Edward  Smythe,  of  Acton  Burnell, 
Salop,  and  aunt  to  lord  Clifford. 

Feb.  1.  Col.  Frederic,  fon  of 
Theodore,  king  of  Corfica.  [See 
Public  Occurrences,  p.  (24).] 

3.  Shot  himfelf,  Richard  Muil- 
man  French  Chifwell,  efq.  M.  P. 

7.  Hon.  Mrs.  C.  Lindfay,  wife 
of  the  hon.  and  rev.  C.  Lindfay. 

10.  Right  hon.  lady  Mary  Milt 
fington,  wife  of  lord  vifcount  Mil¬ 
lington. 

14.  Lady  Morgan,  wife  of  fir 
Charles  Morgan. 

1^.  Lady  Anne  Conolly,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  third  earl  of  Strafford, 

22.  Sir  John  Fi liner,  bart. 

28.  Edwin,  lord  Sandys. 

— .  Mifs  Addifon,  only  furviv- 
ing  daughter  of  the  celebrated  Jo¬ 
feph  Addifon,  efq. 

March  2.  Horatio  Walpole,  earl 
of  Orford. 

5.  Elizabeth,  countefs  dowager 
of  Harborough,  relief  of  the  third 
earl  of  Harborough, 

7.  Madame 
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7.  Madame  Schwellenbergen, 
keeper  of  the  robes  to  the  queen. 

14.  Elizabeth,  countefs  of  Derby, 
daughter  of  the  eighth  duke  of  Ha¬ 
milton. 

15.  Mrs.  Pope,  the  celebrated 
aftrefs. 

19.  Philip  Hayes,  Muf.  D.  pro- 
feffor  of  mulic  in  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford. 

21.  Charles  Fitzroy,  earl  South¬ 
ampton,  fecond  brother  to  the  duke 
of  Grafton. 

30.  Lady  Pitches,  relidk  of  fir 
Abraham  Pitches,  and  mother  to 
lady  Deerhur ft. 

— .  Rev.  W.  Mafon,  Refiden- 
diary  of  York  cathedral,  the  cele¬ 
brated  poet. 

— .  John  Pratt,  efq.  uncle  to  earl 
Camden. 

April  8.  Robert  Barclay,  efq.  of 
Dry,  M.  P. 

20.  C.  W.  Jones,  lord  vifcount 
Ranelagh. 

29.  Henry  Leigh,  vifcount  Tracy. 

— .  George  Barnwell,  fifth  vif¬ 
count  Kingftand,  of  Turvey  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

— .  Henry-Lewis^  Charles-Albert, 
reigning  prince  of  Naffau,  Saar- 
bruck. 

— .  Elizabeth,  countefs  of  March- 
mont. 

—  Plon.  Charles  Paget,  young- 
eft  fon  of  the  earl  of  Uxbridge. 

May  1.  The  hon.  Grace  Trevor. 

8.  Archibald  Erfkine,  feventh 
earl  of  Kelly. 

16.  John  Wallop,  earl  of  Portf- 
mouth. 

19.  Hon.  Simon  Butler,  third  fon 
of  Edmund,  tenth  lord  vifcount 
MoUntgarret. 

20.  Hon.  James  Hay,  third  fon 
of  the  late  earl  of  Errol. 

21.  Thomas  Coventry,  efq.  un¬ 
cle  to  the  earl  of  Coventry. 

22.  George  Robert  Clarke,  huf- 
barid  of  the  dqwagerlady  Warwick. 
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22.  William  Brabazon,  ninth  earl 
of  Meath,  killed  in  a  duel. 

23.  Lady  Mary  Cecil,  voungeft 
daughter  of  the  marquis  of  Salif- 
burv. 

25.  John  Griffin  Griffin,  lord 
Howard  de  Walden. 

June  4.  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Dou¬ 
glas,  captain  of  the  Queen  Char¬ 
lotte. 

6.  Mifs  Moore,  only  daughter 
of  the  archbiftiop  of  Canterbury. 

14.  Hon.  Mrs.  Olmius,  lady  of 
the  hon.  J.  Olmius. 

21.  Count  Bernftoff,  firft  mim- 
fter  of  Denmark. 

24.  Denys  Rolle,  efq.  father  of 
lord  Rolle. 

July  4.  Sir  Richard  Symons,  bart. 

9.  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke. 

11.  Charles  Macklin,  the  father 
of  the  ftage. 

17.  Dorothv,  countefs-dowager 

•  9  v'  •  O 

of  Sandwich. 

20.  Cornelius  O’Calloghan,  ba¬ 
ron  Lifmore. 

21.  Peter  Ifaac  Thellufion,  efq. 

M.  P.  •'  • 

25.  Lady  Mountftewart,  relict  of 
John  lord  vifcount  Mountftewart, 
ana  foie  daughter  of  earl  Dum¬ 
fries. 

— .  Mrs.  Gunning,  aunt  to  the 
late  duchefs  of  Argyle. 

Augujl  3.  Jeffrey,  lord  Amherft, 
K.  B. 

6.  James  Pettit  Andrews,  efq. 

8.  Thomas  Peter  Legh,  efq. 
M.  P. 

9.  Frances,  wife  of  lord  Charles 

Fitzroy. 

18.  Shot  himfelf,  I-Iarvev  Red- 
mond  Morres,  lord  vifcount  Mount- 
morres.  r 

27.  Elizabeth  lady  Cranftoun, 
relid  of  the  late  lord  Cranftoun. 

29.  Jofeph  Wright,  Efq.  ofDer- 
by>  a  celebrated  painter. 

— .  Robert  George  William  Tre- 
fufis,  lord  Clinton. 

Sept* 
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Sept.  i.  Hon.  Penn  Aflieton  Cur- 
son,  fon  of  lord  Curzon. 

2.  John  Gunning,  efq.  brother 
to  the  late  duchefs  of  Argyle. 

4.  Robert  Marfham,  efq.  F.  R.  S. 

.  Right  rev.  fir  William  Aflif 
burnham,  bart.  lord  bifliop  of  Chi- 
phefter. 

8.  Rev.  Richard  Farmer,  D.  D. 
F.  R.  and  A.  S.  S.  matter  of  Ema¬ 
nuel  College. 

9.  Rt.  hon.  ttr  Skeffington  Smith, 
bart. 

17.  Lady  Georgina  Johnftone, 
fecond  daughter  of  the  earl  of 
Hopetown. 

20.  Hon.  Edward-James  Elliot, 
M.  P. 

22.  Lady  Farquhar,  wife  of  fir 
Walter  Farquhar,  bart. 

25.  Right,  hon.  lady  Dormer. 

OB.  4.  Hon.  Mrs,  A.  Ring,  aunt 

to  lord  King. 

6.  Lady  Charlotte  William  Beau- 
clerk,  wife  of  lord  William  Beau- 
clerk. 

17.  Hon.  George  Murray,  vice- 
admiral  of  the  white. 

20.  Hon.  Robert  Rochfort,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Belvidere. 

22.  Hon.  George  Petre,  fecond 
fon  of  William  lord  Petre. 

26.  Mrs.  Gee,  aunt  of  earl  Cam¬ 
den. 

Nov.  2.  Rev.  William  Enfield, 
LL.  D. 

3.  Sir  Stephen  Langtton,  knight, 
and  alderman  of  London. 

1 3.  Edward,  earl  of  Kingttown. 

16.  Frederic- William  II.  king  of 
Pruflia. 

22.  Lady  Mary  Irvine,  relhtt  of 
J.  Irvine,  efq.  and  daughter  of 
George,  earl  of  Granard. 

25.  Right  Rev.  Charles  Walm- 
flev,  lord  bifliop  of  Rama,  F.  R.  S. 

29.  Lady  Leflie,  wife  of  lord 
Leflie,  and  daughter  of  lord  Pel¬ 
ham. 
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Bee.  8.  Henry..  De  Burgh,  mar* 
quis.  of  Clanrickard. 

12.  Hon.  Thomas  Bruce,  fon  of 
Williatn  earl  of  Kincardine. 

13.  General  James  Johnfton,  go¬ 
vernor  of  Quebec. 

26.  John  Wilkes,  efq.  chamber- 
lain  and  alderman  of  London. 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Year  1797. 

January  18.  The  countefs-dow- 
ager  of  Elgin  - —  governefs  to  the 
princefs  Charlotte. 

28.  Right  hon.  William  Pitt, 
Richard  earl  of  Mornington,  John 
Thomas  Townfhend,  and  John 
Smyth,  efqrs.  and  the  /ight  hon. 
Sylvefter  Douglas  —  commiffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  treafurer 
of  his  majefty’s  exchequer. 

— %  James  Talbot,  efq.  —  fecrc- 
tary  of  legation  to  the  Svvifs  can¬ 
tons. 

30.  John  Macnamara  Haves, 
M.  D.  a  baronet. 

Feb.  14.  Right,  rev.  Henry  Re¬ 
ginald  Courteney,  bifliop  of  Briflof 
—  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  Exeter. 

— .  John  Forbes,  efq.  —  captain- 
general  and  governor  in  chief  of 
the  Bahama  ifliands,  vice  the  earl  of 
Dun  more. 

15.  Right  hon.  Lloyd  lord  Ken¬ 
yon,  lord  chief  juftice  of  the  court 
of  King’s-bench  —  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Flint. 

2.6.  Alexander  Grseme,  George 
Reppel,  and  Samuel  Reeve,  efqrs. 
rear-admirals  of  the  white  —  rear- 
admirals  of  the  red.  Andrew 
Mitchell,  Charles  Chamberlayne, 
Peter  Rainier,  efqrs.  fir  Hugh  Clo- 
berrv  Chriftian,  K.  B.  William 
Trufcott,  efq.  and  lord  Hugh  Sey¬ 
mour,  rear-admirals  of  the  blue — • 
rear-admirals  of  the  white.  Cap- 

tains 
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tains  William  Swiney,  Charles  Ed¬ 
mund  Nugent,  William  Fooks, 
Charles  Powell  Hamilton,  Edmund 
Hod,  Horatio  Nelfon,  Thomas 
Lenox  Frederick,  fir  George  Home, 
bart.  and  fir  Charles  Cotton,  bart. 
—rear-admirals  of  the  blue. 

— .  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Douglas, 
knt.  —  colonel  in  his  majefty’s  ma¬ 
rine  forces. 

24.  Paul  Pechell,  efq.  of  Paggle- 
fham,  Eflex  —  a  baronet. 

March  7.  Sir  George  Keith  El- 
phinftone,  K.  B.  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  —  a  baron  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  by  the  nam<j,  ftyie,  and 
title  of  baron  Keith,  of  Stonehaven 
marifchal. 

■ — .  William  Hotham,  efq.  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  blue,  —  a  baron  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the 
name,  ftyie,  and  title  of  baron  Ho¬ 
tham,  of  South  Dalton,  with  re¬ 
mainder  (in  default  of  iflue-male) 
to  fir  Charles  Hotham,  bart.  of 
Scorborough,  the  nephew  of  the 
Laid  William  Hotham,  and  the 
grandfon  and  heir-male  of  fir  Beau¬ 
mont  Hotham,  bart.  of Scorborough 
aforefaid,  deceafpd?  the  father  of 
the  faid  William  Hotham,  and  to 
the  heirs-male  of  the  body  of  the 
faid  fir  Charles  Hotham,  bart;  and, 
in  default  of  fuch  iffue,  to  the  heirs- 
male  of  the  body  of  the  faid  fir 
Beaumont  Hotham,  deceafed. 

28.  Rev.  Folliot  Herbert  Walker 
Cornwall,  D.  D.  dean  of  Canter¬ 
bury  —  bilhop  of  Briftol. 

21.  Capt.  Francis  Raleigh,  of 
major  gen.  Nichols’s  regiment  — 
town-major  of  the  garrifon  of  Gi¬ 
braltar. 

— .  Hon.  lieut.  col.  Alexander 
Hope,  of  the  14th  foot  —  lieute¬ 
nant  governor  of  Tynemouth  and 
Ciilford’s  fort. 

25.  Major-general  Andrew  Gor¬ 
don  —  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
j^nd  of  Jerfey. 
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28.  Hon.  Andrew  Cochrane 
Johnftone —  captain  general  and 
governor  in  chief  of  the  ifland  of 
Dominica, 

29.  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  bart.  K« 
B.  —  fworri  of  his  majefty’s  privy- 
council. 

31.  Richard  White,  efq.  of 
Bantry,  co.  Cork  —  a  baron  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the 
name,  ftyie,  and  title  of  baron  Ban- 
try,  of  Bantry. 

Jhpril  14.  William  Bentinck,  efq„ 
—  captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent, 
Bequia,  and  fuch  other  of  the  iflands 
commonly  called  the  Grenadines, 
as  lie  to  the  northward  of  the  ifland 
of  Cariacou,  in  America. 

George  Beckwith,  efq.  —  gover¬ 
nor  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
iflands  called  the  Bermuda  or  So¬ 
mers  Hlands,  in  America. 

18.  Stephen  de  Lancey,  efq.-—- 
captain -gene/al  and  governor  in 
chief  of  the  ifland  of  Tobago. 

— .  Henry  Motz,  and  Haviland 
le^efurier,  efqrs.  late  deputy  com- 
milTaries-general  on  the  continent — 
commiflaries  of  Acres  and  provifi- 
o*ns  for  the  forces  in  South  Britain. 
John  Wood,  John  Langden,  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Cooper,  Francis  Coffin,  P. 
S.  Woltjee,  George  Spiller,  James 
Newland,  William  Kay,  Roger 
Metcalfe,  William  Tudor,  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Kennedy,  gents,  late  affiftant- 
conimiflaries  on  the  continent  ; 
Francis  Boughton,  Maurice  Nel¬ 
fon,  and  John  Thomfon,  gents, 
late  ailiftant-commiffaries  to  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  lord 
Moira,  and  Richard  Anderfon, 
gent.  —  afliftant-commiflaries  to 
the  faid  forces. 

26.  Lord  Charles  Somerfet, 
comptroller  of  his  majefty’s  houfe- 
hold  ;  George  Beckwith,  and  Ste¬ 
phen  de  Lancey,  efqrs.  and  the  hon. 
Andrew  Cochrane  Johnftone  — 
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fworn  of  his  majefty’s  privy-coun¬ 
cil. 

29.  Major  Henry  Davis,  of  the 
late  93d  foot  —  major  of  brigade  to 
the  forces  in  South  Britain. 

— .  Major  Lindelthal —  deputy - 
quarter-mafter-general  to  the  forces 
in  Portugal,  with  the  rank  of  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  in  the  armv.  Geo. 

_  j 

Warden,  efq. — affiftant-commiffa- 
ry -general  to  the  faid  forces. 

May  10.  Henry  Rulfell,  efq. 
knighted,  on  being  appointed  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court 
of  judicature  at.  Fort  William  in 
Bengal. 

27.  Sir  John  Jervis,  K,  B.  admi¬ 
ral  of  tire  blue  —  baron  Jervis,  of 
Medford,  co.  Stafford,  and  earl  of 
St.  Vincent. 

— .  Charles  Thompfon,  efq. 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Parker,  efq.  rear-admiral  of  the 
ted  —  baronets. 

31.  Charles  Bugg’m,  efq.  of  Thet- 
ford,  co.  Norfolk,  knighted. 

June  2.  Right  hon.  Richard  earl 
Howe  —  the  order  of  the  Garter. 

3.  Capt.  William  Maxwell,  of 
the  late  93d  foot,  and  capt.  W il li- 
ara  Gray,  of  the  2d  foot  —  majors 
of  brigade  to  the  forges  in  South 
Britain. 

— .  Lieut,  col.  fir  James  FculE, 
bart.  of  the  Mid-Lothian  fencible 
cavalry — fort-major  and  lieutenant 
of  Edinburgh  caftle. 

8.  John  Thomas  Duckworth, 
efq.  —  colonel  of  his  majefty’s  ma¬ 
rine  forces. 

— .  Charles  lord  vifcount  Dil¬ 
lon  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland-— 
conflable  of  the  caftle,  town,  and 
barony  of  Athlone,  the  half-barony 
of  Moycarnan,  co.  Rofcommon, 
and  the  territory  of  Brawney,  co. 
Weftmeath. 

14.  Charles  lord  Romney — lord- 
lieutenant  of  the  countv  of  Kent. 


14.  His  grace  the  duke  of  Athol, 
fworn  of  his  majefty’s  privy-coun¬ 
cil. 

29.  Edmund  Henry  baron 
Glentworth  —  fworn  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  privy-council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

July  7.  Sir  John  Cox  Hippiftey, 
of  Warfield-grove,  Berks,  bart.  re¬ 
corder  of  Sudbury,  co.  Suffolk,  per¬ 
mitted  to  accept,  ufe,  and  bear,  the 
ducal  arms  of  Wirtemberg. 

8. ,  Edmund  Henry  baron  Glent¬ 
worth  -—  clerk  of  the  hanaper  and 
clerk  of  the  crown  in  his  majefty’s 
high  court  of  chancery  In  Ire¬ 
land. 

11.  Walter  earl  of  Ormond  and 
Offory — fworn  of  his  majefty’s  Irifh 
privy-council. 

17  Charles  earl  of  Elv,  and 
Charles  marquis  of  Drogheda  — - 
poft-mafters-general  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

23.  Hon.  Robert1  Stewart,  com¬ 
monly  called  lord  vifcount  Caff  I  e- 
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reagh  —  keeper  of  his  majefty’s  fig-* 
net,  or  privy-La I,  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

29,  Frederick  Chriftian  Lentz, 
efq.  —  his  majefty’s  conful  at  Mag- 
debourg  and  Stettin. 

,r  O 

Jug,  2.  Henry  Lawes,  earl  of 
Carbarn  nton— mailer-general  of  his 
majefty’s  ordnance  in  Ireland. 

12.  Gen.  fir  Charles  Grey,  K.  B. 
— governor  of  the  ifland  of  Guern- 
fey. 

26.  James  Ker,  efq.  barrifter  at 
law  — judge  of  the  court  of  vice¬ 
admiralty  for  Lower  Canada. 

— .  George  filed,  efq.  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  Temple —  agent,  on  the  behalf 
of  the  public,  for  the  affairs  of  the 
ifland  of  cape  Breton,  in  North 
America. 

Sept.  3.  Major  James  Hadden,  of 
the  royal  artillery  — adjutant-gene¬ 
ral  to  the  army  ferving  in  Portugal, 

‘  V  \  with, 


1*79  7*1  PRO  3VI  O 

with  the  rank  of  lieutenant^olonel 
in  thearmy. 

5.  Brevet-major  William  Doyle, 
of  24th  foot  —  deputy  adjutant-ge¬ 
neral  to  the  forces  in  Canada,  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
army. 

'  14.  George  Leonard,  efq. — fu- 
perintendant  to  the  trade  and  fiihe- 
ries  on  the  coafts  of  the  provinces 
and  illands  in  North  America,  from 
Gafpee,  in  the  guiph  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  unto  and  including 
the  bay  of  Paffimaquoddv,  com¬ 
piling  the  waters  of  the  bay  of 
Fundy,  Chignecto,  ana  Minas,  the 
coafts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunfwick,  the  iflands  of  St.  John 
and  cape  Breton,  and  the  Made- 
Line  iflands. 

19.  Lieutenant-general  Gerard 
Lake  —  governor  of  Dumbarton 
caftle. 

— .  Major-gen.  Patrick  Bellew, 
of  the  ift  foot  guards- — lieutenant- 
governor  of  Quebec. 

27.  John  Trevor,  efq.  fworn  of 
his  majefty’s  moft  honourable  pri- 
vy-councii. 

— .  Rear-admiral  hr  Horatio 
Nelfon  — K.  B. 

30.  Capt.  Colin  Macdonald,  of 
the  2d  battalion  of  royals  —  major 
of  brigade  to  the  forces  ferving  in 

e>  o 

Portugal. 

— .  Capt.  lieut.  Spicer,  of  the 
royal  artillery  — -lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor  of  Fort  Royal,  in  the  ifland  of 
St.  Domingo. 

Oa.  4.  Gen.  hr  Charles  Grey, 
K.  B. — fworn  of  his  majeity’s  moft 
honourable  privy-council ;  and  al- 
fo  as  governor  of  the  ifland  of 
Guernfey'. 

— .  John  Anftruther,  efq.  — 
knighted. 

7.  W.  Henry  Souper,  efq.  —  de- 
puty-commihary  of  mufters  in  the 
Weft -Indies. 

Lieut.-coh  John  Sontag — 
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militarv-fuperintendant  of  hofpkals 
in  South  Britain. 

9.  Rev.  John  Buckner,  LL.  D, 

—  bifliop  of  Chichelfer. 

10.  James  earl  of  Lonfdale— a 
baron  and  vifcount  Lowther,  of 
Whitehaven,  co.  Cumberland,  with 
remainder  to  the  hcirs-male  of  fir 
William  Lowther,  late  of  Swilling-- 
ton,  co.  York,  hart.  dec. 

— .  Richard  earl  of  Mofningtoti* 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland — an 
Englifh  peer,  baron  Wellefley,  of 
Welleftey,  co.  Somerfet ;  and  Ro-< 
hert  baron  Carrington  in  the  king- 
dom  of  Ireland  —  baron  Cartings 
ton,  of  Upton,  co.  Nottingham# 

— .  Right  hon.  Charles  Towns* 
hend  —  baron  Bayning,  of  Foxley, 
Berks;  right  hon.  James  Grenville 

—  baron  Glaftonbury,  of  Butleigh, 
co.  Somerfet,  with  remainder  to 
lieut.  gen.  Rd.  Grenville,  and  his 
heirs-male ;  right  hon.  Thomas 
Orde  Powlett — baron  Bolton,  of 
Bolton-caftle,  co.  York;  right  hon. 
fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  of  Minto,  bart. — 
baron  of  Minto,  co.  Roxburg;  fir 
John  Wodehoufe,  bart. —  baron 
Wodehoufe,  of  Kimberly,  co.  Nor¬ 
folk;  fir  John  Rufhout,  bart. —  ba¬ 
ron  Northwick,  of  North  wick  park, 
co.  Worcefter;  Thomas  Powis,  efq. 

—  baron  of  Lilford,  co.  Northamp¬ 

ton  ;  Thomas  Lifter,  efq.  —  baron 
Ribbelfdale,  of  Gifburne-park,  in 
the  weft  riding  of  Yorkfhire  ;  James. 
Drummond,  efq.  —  lord  Perth,,  ba¬ 
ron  Drummond  of  Stob-hall,  co. 
Perth  ;  and  Francis  Humber  ft  one 
Mackenzie,  efq.  —  lord  Seaforth, 
baron  Mackenzie,  of  Kintail,  co. 
Rods.  .  ■> 

14.  Capt.  James  Maitland,  of 
major-general  Whyte’s  regiment  — - 
major  of  brigade  to  the  forces  at  St. 
Domingo. 

Richard  earl  of  Shannon,  K.  P. 
right  hon.  fir  John  Parnell,  bart. 
chancellor  of  his  majefty’s  exche¬ 
quer 
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quer  in  Ireland,  the  right  hon. 
Thomas  Pelham,  chief  fecretary  to 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or 
the  chief  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  for  the  time  being),  the  right 
hon,  John  Mon'ck  Mafon,  the  right 
hon.  Lodge  Morres,  and  the  right 
hon.  Robert  Stewart,  commonly 
called  lord  vifcoimt  Caftjereagh  — - 
commiffioners'  for  ekecuting  the 
offi  ce  of  treafurer  of  his  majefly’s 
exchequer  in  Ireland. 

17.  Adam  Duncan,  efq.  admiral 
t>f  the  blue— -baron  Dlmcan  of 
Lundie,  in  the  fhire  of  Perth,  and 
Vifcount  Duncan  of  Camper  Down. 

— .  Richard  Onflow,  efq.  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red  —  a  baronet; 

Nov.  4.  Francis  baron  de  Dun- 
ffanville — baron  Ballet,  of  Stratton, 
co.  Cornwall;  with  remainder  to 
Frances  Ballot,  his  daughter,  by 
Frances  Sufannah  baronefs  de  Dun- 
Ranville,  his  wife. 

14.  Armor  Lowry,  vifcount  Bel- 
more,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland — - 
earl  Belmore,  of  the  county  of  Fer¬ 
managh  ;  Flenry  vifcount  Conyng- 
ham— vifcount  Mount  Charles, 
co.  Donegal,  and  earl  Conyngham, 
of  Mount  Charles  aforefaid  ;  Fran¬ 
cis  vifcount  Landaff  —  earl  Lan¬ 
daff,  of  Thomaffown,  co.  Tippe¬ 
rary;  Richard  Hely,  lord  Donough- 
more — -vifcount  Dondughmore,  of 
Knocklofty,  co.  Tipperary,  with 
remainder  to  the  heirs-male  of 
Ohriftiah  Hely,  baronefs  Donough- 
more,  dec. ;  Hugh  baron  Garleton, 
chief  juftice  of  his  majefly’s  court 
of  common  pleas — vifcount  Carle- 
ton,  of  Clare,  co.  Tipperary  ;  Mar¬ 
garet  baronefs  Oriel,  wife  of  the 
tight  hon,  John  Fofler- — vifcountefs 
Ferrard,  of  Oriel,'  and  the  dignity 
of  vifcount  Ferrard,  of  Oriel  afore¬ 
faid,  to  the  heirs-male  of  her  body 
by  the  faid  John  Fofler;  James 
lord  Caledon  —  vifcount  Caledon, 
of  Caledon  co.  Tyrone ;  Thomas 
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vifcount  Cremorne  baron  Cre- 
morne,  of  Dawfon-grove)  co.  Mo¬ 
naghan,  with  remainder  to  Richard 
Dawfon*  efq.  nephew  of  the  faid 
Thomas  vifcount  Cremorne ;  Ri¬ 
chard  lord  Sunderlin  —  baron  Sun- 
derlin,  of  Baronflon,  co.  Wefl- 
meath,  with  remainder  to  his  bro¬ 
ther,  Edmond  Malone,  of  Shingles, 
co.  Weftmeath  aforefaid,  efq ;  right 
hon.  James  Cuff— -baron  Tyraw- 
ley,  of  Balinrobe,  co.  Mayo ; 
Charles  Stanley  Monok,  efq.  —  ba¬ 
ron  Monckj  of  Ballytrammon,  co; 
Wexford;  Mrs.  Grace  Toler,  wife 
of  John  Toler,  efq.  his  majefly’s 
foiicitor-general  of  that  kingdom  — 
baronefs  Norwood,  co.  Tipperary* 
and  the  dignity  of  baron  Norwood, 
of  Knockalton,  co.  Tipperary  a- 
forefaid,  to  the  heirs-male  of  her 
body  by  the  faid  John  Toler;  Wil¬ 
liam  Power  Keating  Trench,  efq.— - 
lord  Kilconnel,  baron  Kilconnel* 
of  Garbelly,  co.  Galway;  Charles- 
William  Bury,  efq.  —  baron  Tulli- 
haore,  of  Charleville-foreft,  in  the 
King’s  county  ;  fir  Geo.  Allanfon 
Winn,  bart.  —  lord  Headley,  baron 
Allanfon  and  Winn,  of  Aghadoe* 
co.  Kerry;  fir  John  Shore,  bart. — 
governor-general  of  India,  baron 
Teignmouth,  of  Teignmbuth  ;  and 
Leonard  Troughear  Holmes,  clerk 
—  baron  Holmes,  of  Kihnallock, 
co.  Limerick. 

20.  Wm.  Dowdefwell,  efq.  — ■ 
captain-general  and  governor  iri 
chief  of  the  Bahama  iflands  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 

25.  Thomas  Burke,  of  Marble- 
hill,  co.  Galway,  efq;  John  Jervis 
White  Jervis,  of  Ballyellis,  co. 
Wexford,  efq ;  Thomas  Mullins, 
of  Burnham,  county  Kerry,  efq  ; 
John  Edmond  Browne,  of  Palmer- 
fton,  co.  Mayo,  efq  ;  and  Anthony 
Brabazon,  of  New  Park,  co.Mayo* 
efq. —  baronets  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

Lieut.- 
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28.  Lieut.-col.  Rich.  Mark  Dick¬ 
ens,  of  35th  foot — adjutant-general 
to  the  forces  ferving  in  the  Weft 
Indies ;  capt.  Henry  Cuyler,  of 
30th  foot— deputy^adjutanb-generai 
to  the  faid  forces,  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  army ;  Brigadier-gen. 
Duncan  Cameron — quarteir-mafter- 
general  to  the  faid  forces;  Major 
Binfon  Bonham,  of  69th  foot  •—  de¬ 
puty  quarter-mafter-general  to  the 
faid  forces,  with  the  rank  of  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel. 

Geo.  Smith,  gent.— deputy  com- 
miffary  of  mufters  in  South  Britain. 

-  Dec.  9.  Dame  Ann  Crofton  — 
baron efs  Crofton  of  Mote,  co. 
Rofcommon. 

12.  Lieut-gen.  (ir  Ralph  Aber¬ 
crombie,  K.  B.  —  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majefty’s  forces  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

Robert  earl  of  Roden  —  one  of 
his  majeft  ,  mod  honourable  privy 
counfellors  in  Ireland. 

19.  Gen.  Staates  Long  Morris- — 
governor  of  Quebec. 

30.  John  Knightly,  of  Favvfiey, 
Northampton fibre — a  baronet. 


SHERIFFS  appointed  for  the  Year 
1797. 

Bedfordfhire,  John  Higgins  the 
cider,  ofTurvey. 

Berks,  Bartholomew  Tipping,  of 
Wooley. 

Bucks,  John  Suliiyan,  of  Rich- 
ings  Park. 

Cambridge  and  Hu  ntingdon  fb  ire, 
William  Waller,  of  Cheilerton. 

Chefliire,  John  Leche,  of  Stret- 
ton. 

Cumberland,  Hugh  Parkin,  of 
Skirfgill. 

Derbyfhire,  Charles  Hurt,  of 
Wirkfworth. 

Devonfhire,  John  Seal,  of  Mount 

Boom 
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Dorfetfhire,  William  Richards 
the  younger,  of  Smedmore. 

Effex,  William  Manby,  of  Strat¬ 
ford. 

Gloucefterfhire,  William  Tin¬ 
dall,  of  North  Cerney. 

Herefordfhire,  John  Barneby,  of 
Brockhampton,  efqrs. 

Hertfordfhire,  Sir  John  Saun¬ 
ders  Sebright,  of  Beechwood,  bart. 

Kent,  George  Grote,  of  Beck¬ 
enham. 

Leicefterfhire,  Samuel  Brace- 
bridge  Abney,  of  Lindley. 

Lincolnfliire,  John  Cracroft,  of 
Hacktborne. 

Monmouthfuire,  Titos.  Hough¬ 
ton,  of  Pontypool, 

Norfolk,  Jofeph  Wvndnom,  of 
Herfham,  efqrs. 

^  Northampton  (hire,  Sir  William  | 
Langham,  of  Catfbrook,  bart. 

Northumberland,  Matthew  Bell, 
of  W o Kington. 

Nottinghamfhire,  John  Galley 
Knight,  of  Warfop. 

Oxfordfhire,  James  Jones,  of 
Atwell. 

Rutlandfhire,  Thomas  Hunt,  of 
Wing. 

'ShropPnire,  William  Tayleur,  of 
Bantingfdale. 

Somerfetfhire,  Samuel  Day,  of 
Chartolhoufe. 

Southampton,  John  Compton, 
of  Minftead,  efqrs. 

Staffordfhire,  Sir  R.  Lawley,  of 
Canwell,  bart.  * 

Suffolk,  Chaloner  Archdeckne, 
af  Glemham. 

Surry,  Robert  Taylor,  of  Ember 
Court. 

Snffex,  Charles  Scrafe  Dickins, 
of  Brighthelmffone. 

Warwickfhire,  Robert  Knight* 
of  Barrells,  efqrs. 

Wiltshire,  Sir  Joftn  Methuen 
Poore,  ofRufhall,  barf/ 

Worceflerfhire,  Mofes  Harper, 
of  Adleyj  efq. 
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Yorkfhiir,  Sir  John  Ramfden, 
of  By  ram,  bart. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Brecon,  John  Macnamara,  of 
Llangoed  Caftle. 

Cardigan,  James  Nath.  Taylor, 
of  Stradmore. 

Carmarthen,  David  Saunders,  of 
Glamerhydw. 

Glamorgan,  Robert  Nous,  of 
Court-yr-  Ala. 

Pembroke,  Abraham  Leach,  of 
Corfton. 

Radnor,  Percival  Lewis,  of 
Down  ton,  efqrs. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Anglefey,  Richard  Jones,  of 
Trolly  Marian,  efq. 


Carnarvon,  Sir  Ed.  Price  Lloyd, 
of  Panlyglafs,  bart. 

Den bighfhire,  Robert  Helketh; 
of  Gwrych. 

Flint,  John  Ed.  Maddocks,  of 
Vrno  Jw. 

Merioneth,  Bell  Lloyd,  of  Cro- 


gen 


Montgomery,  Robert  Knight, 
of  Gvvernygoe,  efqrsi 

SHERIFF  appointed  by  his  Royal 
|  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for 
'  the  Year  179  7.  . 

Cornwall,  William  Slade  Gully  $ 
of  Trevenen,  efq. 
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